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So we meet again.  About thirteen years ago, Bryan Clark referenced an article that was on the 
cover of Time magazine.  The article read this way:  
 

“If you have a moment to read this story with your feet up, free from interruption, at your 
leisure… put it down.  It’s not for you.  Congratulations.  If, like almost everyone else, 
you’re trying to do something else at the same time—if you are stuck in traffic, waiting in 
the airport lounge, watching the news, if you’re stirring the soup, shining your shoes, drying 
your hair…read on.  Or hire somebody to read it for you, and then give you a report.  There 
was once a time when time was money.  We could waste both or spend both well, but in the 
end, gold was the richer prize.  As with almost any commodity, however, value depends on 
scarcity, and these are the days of the time famine.”   

 
Bryan read this article thirteen years ago.  The ironic thing was this article was originally written in 
1989—25 years ago!  Doesn’t seem like a whole lot of things have changed—if anything, we’d say 
that time has just gotten even more crazy and hectic.  It’s maybe a little more ironic that in Time 
magazine, in the 1960’s, there was another article written, and they reported that expert testimony 
was given to a subcommittee of the senate on time management.  The essence was that because of 
the advances in technology, they projected that within twenty years or so, people would have to 
radically cut back on how many hours a week they worked, or how many weeks a year they 
worked, or else they would have to start retiring sooner.  The great challenge they said was: what 
people would do with their free time?  Boy, they get that right!  Fifty years later, if anything, we 
would say we are living even more now in a time famine than ever before.  We are more connected 
technologically, less connected relationally.  We are faster, yet we are not getting done sooner.  We 
are busier, yet we are even more exhausted.  We are more productive, yet more unfulfilled.  We 
have more opportunities, and we are more distracted.  And this is the world that we live in—
whether you are eight or you are eighty—this is the world that we live in.  It’s busy.  It’s hectic.  It’s 
crazy.   
 
If you are not on board with me yet, let me give you a little bit of a quiz, okay?  Are you ready?  
Great!  Alright, so do you find yourself constantly hurrying up things throughout the day—pulling 
your kids along, getting into the car, let’s go—speeding things up as you go, anybody?  Do you ever 
find yourself on your phone while watching TV with other people in the room?  Everybody’s 
looking at the teenagers right now in the room, right? (laughter)  What about this:  Do red lights 
make you angry?  You’re driving along—Lincoln’s great for this—you are driving along and a red 
light comes on, and you just start to get angry.  Or you are coming up to a red light; there are two 
lanes; there’s one car in front of you.  Do you find yourself switching lanes to pull up next to that 
other car, because that six seconds off the line is going to help your day?  You’ve got to redeem that 
time, right?  Or what about this:  The light turns green and the guy in front of you hesitates a second 
before he takes off.  Yeah, some people should not have licenses, right? (laughter)  What about 
shopping?  You go to the store; you’re going to checkout, and as you are getting to the lines, you 
start to scan each aisle.  How many people are there?  You start looking at their carts and how much 
they’ve got, and you pick your aisle very carefully, and you pull up into it.  But then, there are some 
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of you in here, that as you are standing in that aisle, you look over at your second choice, and you 
look at who would have been you in that aisle, yeah, (laughter) and you keep track of them, and you 
are kind of antsy as you both inch along.  And if they get to head out the door before you do, you 
are just depressed—because this is the crazy chaotic world we live in!  And sometimes, if we are 
not careful, we get so busy trying to do more, that we forget what matters most.  John Ortberg calls 
this hurry sickness.  Really, it’s prevalent all around us.  Thomas Kelly said that people nowadays 
take time far more seriously than eternity.   
 
So this morning, I want to stop; I want to take some time to examine these things that matter most 
with our time.  If you’ve got a Bible, I’d like to invite you to join with me in Colossians, Chapter 4.  
If you grabbed a Bible from outside, at one of our welcome centers, I’m on page 158.  If you don’t 
have a Bible, no problem; you can listen as I read along.  This is Colossians, Chapter 4, verses 2 
through 6.   

Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude of thanksgiving; 
praying at the same time for us as well, that God will open up to us a door for the 
word, so that we may speak forth the mystery of Christ, for which I have also been 
imprisoned; that I may make it clear in the way I ought to speak. 

Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders, making the most of the 
opportunity.  Let your speech always be with grace, as though seasoned with salt, so 
that you will know how you should respond to each person. (*NASB, Colossians 4:2-6)  

 
Would you pray with me this morning? 
 

God, You know the days that we live in; somehow we think it’s even more chaotic 
than ever.  But we still all have the same 24-hour period each day.  God, it’s so 
easy to get distracted and caught up in things that we just do on our to-do lists or 
schedules, but, God, sometimes we forget to see You in amongst it and join You 
in it throughout our day.  God, in these few moments, would You speak to us, 
would You meet us right where we are at, right here, and would You challenge 
us?  We are asking for that.  We pray this in Your name.  Amen. 

 
In verse 2, he starts out by saying devote yourselves to prayer, maybe some of your translations 
say continue steadfastly in prayer.  It’s this idea that it’s this constant thing, that I’m just 
constantly, continually being about.  It’s not this idea that I’m just walking around all day muttering 
these prayers to myself.  It’s more this idea that I’m joining with God so much throughout the day 
in conversation as I’m moving from thing to thing that I’m doing, that prayer is as natural to me in 
conversation with Him as breathing is.  It’s this natural consistent constant thing that I continue to 
talk to God about.  He wants us to continue in that, not because we need somehow to wear God 
down, because we have to continue to pray until He goes, “Oh, alright!”  It’s opposite.  God loves to 
hear our prayers.  He enjoys answering our prayers.  Maybe at times He wants to build our faith by 
having us continue to pray.  Maybe at times He wants to prepare us for the answer that He’s going 
to give.  Maybe at times He’s preparing us for the way that we are going to be a part of the answer 
that He’s going to give someone else.   
 
See, when I pray, it changes things.  When I pray, it also changes me.  It’s why I think Oswald 
Chambers coins it this way: “Every time we pray, our horizon is altered; our attitude to things is 
altered—not sometimes, but every time. The amazing thing is that we don’t pray more.”  So as we 
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go through our day and we are trying to find these things that matter most, we realize the story that 
we’ve been invited into.  Paul encourages us to devote ourselves to prayer.  He even goes on to say 
that as he’s looking for opportunities with others, to pray for him and for others.  So, hey, as you are 
going throughout your day and throughout your week, spend some time talking to God about others.  
And then look for opportunities to talk to others about God.   
 
Our family has tried to start and then continue this idea of looking and recognizing people that God 
has put in our lives, and continuing to pray for them.  In fact, I keep a little list on my phone. 
Sometimes after we eat at night, we’ll just pull out the list and we’ll talk through some of the 
relationships, friendships in school, or those on the sports teams or whatever that is, talk through 
people that are on our list, and we’ll just start to pray for them.  I’ve got a Sudanese dad that I get to 
connect with every week.  He’s trying to learn English, so we walk through some of these classes 
he’s taking, and we are just building a friendship and I get to meet with this guy every time—an 
incredible guy!  I’m praying that through this relationship, somehow, God would be made known.   
 
My four-year-old daughter, every time we pray, she mentions somebody different—these names 
that she’s playing with—these kids.  So we pray for these kids, pray for families on our block.  We 
start to write down their names, their dogs’ names, and what they love as we learn about them.  We 
start to pray for some of the kids on my son’s soccer team and the parents that now we’ve come to 
know through going to the practices and sitting by them at the games.  And we pray for this girl that 
is in the line that my wife checks out through in the grocery store every time, intentionally, to have 
a little bit of conversation and connection with.   
 
Pray for people all around you.  I wonder, who are the people that God is placing around you in 
your life that you can devote some time to pray for?  But then he goes on and says ...keeping alert 
with an attitude of thanksgiving.  This idea of alertness is this idea that we are ready, that we are 
watching for things.  Honestly, our schedules can get so crazy that we can get distracted by so many 
other things that we are not even looking for these opportunities.  We get distracted on what matters 
most.   
 
When I was in college—I was going to school in Crete—I started working with the youth group at 
Crete Berean. Then I decided, at some point, that I needed to get some more Bible education as  
well, so I started driving to Omaha for some Bible classes.  It was an hour and a half from there to 
Omaha and an hour and a half back.  So I started having three hours a day where I’d have this time 
on the road, and pretty soon after doing this, I realized: Man! I can do a lot of other things other 
than just drive.  So I started making calls; I started to get books on tape; I actually brought my 
laptop along and started typing my homework in the passenger’s seat as I’m driving to class.  Now 
don’t tell my mom this. It’s amazing that I’m alive—I don’t endorse this at all.  But one of those 
days, I thought: Hey, I’ve been wanting to learn guitar; I bet I can use three hours a day to do that. 
(laughter) So I started bringing my guitar and I put it in my passenger’s seat.  I’d get out on the 
interstate and I’d find a straight stretch of road, and then I’d grab it and it can just wedge in between 
the door and the console, and drive with my knee a little bit, and start playing guitar. (laughter)  I 
thought this was a great idea until one day I’m driving up there, and somebody passes me, and as 
they pass me, the passenger’s looking over and I see her just kind of giving me one of these looks 
like, “What?” And as soon as they go past, the brake lights come on and the car slows down and I 
was passing them again.  Now the driver and the passenger are both looking over at the car, 
(laughter) as I’m just having a little sing-along.  And I realized at that moment, maybe what matters 
most is not playing the guitar at this moment.  Maybe driving would be a little bit more important.   
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But in the chaos and busyness of life, we add so many other things to our plate that we forget to be 
watchful for the opportunities that God’s got around us, for the things that are most important.  We 
get distracted.  Our youth group this summer had a mission’s trip here in Lincoln; we called it Love 
Lincoln.  We started doing this because we realized our mission field starts here and then it 
branches out all over the world.  So we would work at the church in the morning; we would go out 
and serve non-profits at night and in the afternoon.  We had a lot of fun by the way.  One of the 
students on the trip came back after one day when he had to leave early and go to a work shift.  He 
said as he was driving to work, he was bummed because he’s missing out on the stuff that we were 
doing, thinking, “Man!” and then he said, “It just hit me.  I’m going to work.  Isn’t that what this 
week is all about—looking at people around me in the city and the opportunities that God might 
have?”  He said he started praying on the drive for the people that he’s going to be working with in 
that next shift.  You know what?  When we start praying and looking for opportunities, we start 
seeing things all around us differently.   
  
And it’s interesting too that he says keeping an attitude of thanksgiving.  Now should I remind 
you that Paul was writing this letter to the church in Colossae from prison?  I think Ben painted a 
beautiful picture of this last week—the setting he was in—and somehow, sometimes we forget the 
bigger story that we are a part of.  But because Paul realizes this bigger story, even though he’s in 
the most difficult situation, he can still look at it with joy and prayer and thanksgiving, knowing that 
God is doing something incredible around him.  Now I know that this is something that we have to 
continue to challenge ourselves with.  But then he goes on in verse 3 to say: 
  

...praying at the same time for us as well, that God will open up a door for the word...   
 
Paul’s in prison right now, and he’s more concerned about the guy holding the key than he is about 
getting the key to open up his door and get out of there.  Now if this were me, I would be saying, 
“Pray that God will open up a door for me to get justice because I’m in here wrong; pray that God 
will open up a door for me to get my point across or my side of the story across.”  But instead, Paul 
is saying, “No, pray that the door would open so that I’d have a chance to share this message,” ...to 
open up a door for the word.   
 
Now he’s in prison.  I know that none of us are in prison right now.  If you are, maybe you want to 
check back in there afterwards.  But I know there are many of us in here that are in a difficult place. 
Who’s to say that the spot you are in right now may not be one of the best spots for you to take this 
message of hope to the people around you in it.  Who’s to say that Paul going into prison wasn’t one 
of the best ways for him to take this message to the people that he would not have otherwise had a 
chance to talk to.  Churchill says, “A pessimist sees the difficulty in every opportunity; an optimist 
sees the opportunity in every difficulty.”  So what if every opportunity that surrounded you right 
now could be a chance for the gospel message to go forward?  He continues on in verse 3 saying: 
 

… so we may speak forth this mystery of Christ, for which I have been imprisoned.   
 
This mystery of Christ, God’s taking this jail time and turning it into an opportunity to share this 
mystery.  This word mystery was a pagan term.  It was used to describe the secret information that 
was only available to a select, exclusive group.  But Paul continues to pair this word with words 
like, disclose, or manifest, or make known, or make plain.  In fact, if you look at Colossians earlier, 
in verse 1:26, he says...the mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations, but is now 
disclosed to the Lord’s people.  Ephesians 3 talks about this mystery that’s being made known, that 
the Gentiles, all of us, are now included with Israel as heirs because of what Jesus Christ has done.  
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This mystery of this message—that the God of the universe created us to be with Him—but that sin 
came and has broken that relationship, disconnected us from this God who loves and cares for us.  
Since that point, God has been restoring all things to Himself.  In fact, He sent His son Jesus Christ 
to this earth, to live a sinless life, to die on a cross, to pay the price, penalty, of my sin, rose from the 
grave and offered salvation as this relationship with Jesus both now here and forever.  This mystery 
that we now know, that we can make known to others.   He goes on to say, as he’s telling them to 
pray, pray that  
 

...I might make it clear in the way that I ought to speak.  (Vs. 4) 
 
It’s not just that I’m kicking open doors and I’m saying, “Hey, you’ve got to hear this message.”  
No, it’s saying, “We are devoting ourselves to prayer; we are being watchful; we are thankful; we 
are hoping that God brings up opportunities and, when He does, we want to make that message 
clear.”  That really means that I need to think about not just what I’m saying but how I’m saying it, 
because I want it to be understood.  I want it to be something that’s clear.  I need to think through, 
when I’m saying it, what I’m saying.  It’s not just that I’ve got this canned response that I want to 
dish out to people about God.  It’s that I’m in this relationship with God that I want to invite others 
to know about.   
 
It’s kind of the difference of me sharing about my family with you.  If I were to start sharing about 
my family with you, I’d talk about my wife who’s just stolen my heart.  She’s this incredible 
woman that’s innovative and creative and she can do anything she puts her mind to.  And then I can 
start telling you these stories about her, or about our daughter that we are going to have in a month, 
or about our other daughter who’s four and could just melt your heart.  She loves to dance; she 
loves to play and run around.  When I come home and she says, “Daddy!” and runs to me, it’s just 
incredible!  Or my son who makes me laugh every day, who loves building things—very creative. 
Right now, be careful when you walk into his room, because he’s totally into making traps, 
everywhere that you go.  And when I start to tell you about these people, I want to tell you about the 
relationship I have with them, because they are incredible!  And when I tell people about my God, I 
don’t want to go through this list of things; I want to invite them into this God that meets me where 
I’m at.  I want to make it clear to them this Gospel is an incredible thing that yes, it gets me eternity 
with God someday, but now it gives me a relationship with God right here, right where I’m at.  He 
continues on in verse 5 to say: 
  

Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders...  
 
Now as he says in this verse, there is a huge assumption that we are around outsiders, that we are 
spending time with people that are unbelievers, we are spending time with people that are outside of 
God’s family, outside of this church.  And in doing this, we completely have to get rid of the “us 
versus them” mentality.  We have to realize that God is calling us to come and join into what He’s 
doing.  In fact, in John 1:14 Jesus says, “He became flesh and dwelt among us,” or took on flesh 
and He moved into the neighborhood.  For a long time I thought I had to kind of guard myself from 
people that weren’t like me, or didn’t think the same way or believe the same way, and I just wanted 
to be careful that I kept myself holy and separated.  I missed it.  The verses like 1 Thessalonians 
5:22 out of the King James version that says, “Abstain from all appearance of evil.”  Maybe the 
better translation in the NIV would be:  “Reject every kind of evil,” or the New American Standard 
that would say, “...every form of evil”.  It’s not that I’m distancing myself so that it looks like I 
won’t go to certain places, I won’t be with certain people because I want to avoid this appearance, 
it’s that in those places I want to avoid evil, but be there present with them.  It’s why in John 17 He 
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says, “My prayer is not that You take them out of the world, but that You protect them from the evil 
one.  They are not of the world, even as I’m not of it.  Sanctify them in truth; Your word is truth. As 
You have sent Me into the world, so I have sent them into the world.”   
 
So I wonder, who are you taking time to be around?  What outsiders are you connecting with?  Do 
you know your neighbors?  If you don’t, just take a second, go introduce yourself and meet them.  It 
doesn’t matter if you’ve been there for eight years, go say, “I’m sorry I didn’t get to know you 
sooner.”  Get to know them.  Your co-workers, do you know your co-workers?  In school, your seat 
assignment—the people you always sit by in that class—have you gotten to know them?  Over 
lunch, are you finding out these people that you are around, the teams that you are on?  Are you 
taking the opportunities to get connected to the people that are around you, that are outsiders?   
 
Sometimes, this may be a little uncomfortable.  I remember I was getting to know this guy, and I 
wanted to continue to develop this relationship.  I was praying for opportunities, and one day he 
invited me to go team penning.  I thought, “Sure.” I thought it may be some kind of bowling thing, 
or, I don’t know, team wrestling, or getting together and do Pinterest...I don’t know.  He kind of 
explained this thing, “Oh, no, it’s this rodeo thing; you come, you chase these calves into a pen.”  I 
thought, “Sure.”  So I go to this rodeo ground area, and I’m showing up a little bit late.  When I get 
there, he like finds me, and says, “You are up next.”  So I get up on the fence and I watch the guy 
before me.  This cowboy rides in and they yell out this number and he chases these calves around 
and they go into this pen.  I thought, “Easy enough.”  So I get on my baggy jeans, my tennis shoes, 
my baseball hat, and I hop up on this horse like a real cowboy.  And I’m riding in and the announcer 
says, “Number 4!”  There’re about 30 calves running all over the place.  At this point, my calves 
now are running all over, not like the guy before me who’s chasing them all in one direction.  It’s 
completely not working so I think, “Well, he yelled.”  So I just started going, “Hey, Number 4!  
Number 4!”  I’m running around, and calves are going everywhere, and I look; there are also people 
in the stands watching this whole thing unfold.  As I look up there, I see them all laughing and 
pointing at something—and I realize it’s me!  They are laughing and pointing at me!  I’m the only 
guy all day that doesn’t even get the wrong calves into his pen; I can’t get any calves into my pen.  
So finally they let me off.  I’m riding off to meet him, feeling like I’m wearing somebody else’s 
underwear at this point, (laughter)just completely awkward.  And he says, “Hey, stick around, 
because the next event we are doing is the team penning part—me and another guy would join 
you.”  I thought, “What!  Thanks a lot for sending me out there by myself.”  We continued to 
develop this relationship, talked and had a good time.  At the end of the time, we get into his truck; 
we are driving some place; he’s got a country station on; the country singer’s singing about 
something about Jesus.  And he notices it, and he says, “Hey, did you hear that?” That opened our 
relationship, kind of a friendship and, through team penning I get an opportunity to talk about Jesus 
with this guy.  Because I’m in an uncomfortable setting—living where he’s at—praying for 
opportunities and looking for things, we’ve continued to connect and build that relationship.   
 
But I wonder what opportunities you might have to be around outsiders?  In your Loop today there’s 
a card where we gave you some ideas just to get you started: You’ve got to eat; we’ve all got to eat.  
What if you took some of those meals and made them intentional?  What if, at work, you joined 
with others that are eating intentionally and get to know them, building relationships?  What if you 
start having people into your home for meals, start to develop a relationship, praying, looking for 
opportunities?  What if you start to be a regular at the stores you are going to; every time you grab 
that coffee, you got to know the person’s name who’s giving it to you?  You always get coffee, so 
go back to that same spot; develop a relationship with them.  Maybe it’s a hobby, something you 
love doing; why not join somebody else in doing that?   
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I’ve got a pastor friend in Denver that was talking to a group of people about this very thing,  and 
afterwards, a woman came up to him and said, “I have no time.  How do you expect me to add 
anything else to my schedule?”  She said, “I’ve got a prayer meeting on this night.  I’ve got a Bible 
study on this night.  I help with kids on this night.  I have church on this night.  We are doing an 
exercise thing on this night with the church…like how am I going to get outside and do more?”  So 
as he was kind of listening to these stories, he says, “Okay, so you’ve got to do all these things.  
You said ‘exercise thing’; where do you do that?”  She said, “At the church with other Christians 
there.”  He said, “What if you actually went to the rec center and exercise with those guys there?”  
It’s kind of like a light came on, “Yeah, I can go there and be intentional and do what I need to do.”  
What is it that you can take that you love doing but you can start to share and do it with other 
outsiders?   
 
Even right here, there are tons of opportunities.  When I first started to come and be a part of this 
church, getting connected, I’d come in this room and I’d see all these people, and I’d think, “Holy 
cow! I’m never going to know anybody.”  I started realizing: there’s somebody in front of me or 
beside me or behind me—that I can get to know one.  My wife and I developed this good plan.  If 
we got out early enough, she can go the other side of the row and we can box people in until we can 
get a chance to get to know them. (laughter) They’d be climbing over the chairs, trying to get away 
from these crazy people.  But maybe there’s somebody around you that you can just get to know.  
Maybe go grab lunch after the service.  What if the things you naturally do, you could just start 
doing it with intentionality, looking for ways that you can interact with those people that are around 
you?  So yes, it’s being around outsiders, but also he says,  
 

Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders.  (Vs. 5)   
 
With wisdom—he says, “Be wise, or walk wisely.”  So it’s not just I’m around them; it’s that when 
I’m around them, I’m living in a way that makes a difference.  Colossians 1:10 says this, “Walk in a 
manner worthy of the Lord fully pleasing to Him.”  Eric Simmons paints it beautifully.  He says 
this: “When a person who does not know Jesus scratches the surface of our life and witnesses our 
actions, our motives, our decisions, as well as how we handle our money, our time, our energy, our 
pleasure, and, most importantly of all, our sin, that person should be struck with how glorious Jesus 
is and how amazing the salvation that He offers is.”  This holiness just isn’t the separation, the 
sanctification where I don’t interact with anybody else around me.  No, this holiness is a life that 
shows others Christ.  It’s not just behavior modification.  It’s a heart change and a life change that 
shows the rest of the world around me what’s going on in my life.  He continues on in verse 5 to 
say,  

...making the most of the opportunity.   
 
Maybe yours reads, making the most of every opportunity, or redeeming the time.  You are living 
life; live a life that matters.  You are going to school; you are going to work; you are parenting your 
kids; you are living in the place that you live.  Live there in a way that matters to the worlds around 
you.  Paul’s in prison but he doesn’t think that the Jews put him in prison.  He doesn’t think that 
Rome put him in prison.  He thinks that God has allowed him to be in prison.  He’s there 
intentionally, so starts to pray and look for opportunities.  But as you pray, and you look for 
opportunities, let me warn you of this: They may not come according to your scheduled-in 
opportunities in your calendar as you put them in there.  As you start praying for things, they may 
drop in as interruptions throughout your day, maybe even at the worst possible time.  Some of us in 
here have our schedules so full that if we see an opportunity as we drive along somewhere, or as we 
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are in our work day, or we are at home, or we are headed out to the next activity, if something 
comes, we are going to pass right by it, because we have no room for interruptions.   
 
But think of Jesus’ ministry.  So much of what Jesus did was when He was on the way somewhere.  
He’s on the way somewhere and He meets this woman at the well and starts sharing with her this 
hope, this mystery that’s unfolding.  She invites her friends and they come and listen.  He’s on the 
way and somebody’s sick, needs Him.  He’s on the way and a father comes running and needs Him 
to go, be with his daughter.  He’s in the middle of teaching something and people start ripping a 
hole in the roof and interrupting His message.  Jesus was constantly being interrupted.  In fact, it 
makes me wonder if most of these opportunities that God gives me would be what I would see as 
interruptions throughout my day.  So I wonder: are you creating space in your life to be ready for 
these interruptions?  As they come, are you praying, “God, what can I use this for?  How could I 
bless this person?  How could I encourage them?  How could I care for them?  How could I be here 
for them?  How can I answer them?”  He goes on in verse 6 and says: 
 

Let your speech always be with grace, as though seasoned with salt, so that you will 
know how you should respond to each person.   

 
Let your speech always be with grace, not sometimes, but even on my worst day, in the worst 
interruption, when I’m just not ready to give this opportunity that God’s brought me in this way; it’s 
always to be full of grace and seasoned with salt.  This word salt, commentators tell us has this 
tone of being witty, not dull, full of life, joyful, flavorful.  As I think of opportunities that we have to 
interact with people around us, or topics maybe people are talking about, or things that are 
happening, how much difference it makes not only with what we say, but the attitude with which we 
say it?   
 
Eric Simmons, a pastor, was sharing about a story:  One of his friends was leading a Bible study on 
campus.  As they came into the room, the room was filled up with gamers, he called them—a bunch 
of people wearing black overcoats, dyed-black hair, some eyeliner…they are all sitting around 
doing some kind of game.  So he walks in; he had reserved this room.  So he just tells them, “Hey 
guys, we are going to have some Bible study in a little bit.  You are free to join us, but I just want to 
let you know that we are going to be starting this out pretty soon.”  One of the guys stands up, turns 
around and looks straight at him and says, “I want to eat your soul.” (laughter)  I’m not making this 
up.  I don’t know what you would do in this situation, kind of deer-in-the-headlights, or how you 
would respond, but this guy looks at him and says, “Well, don’t fill up with that; we’ve got free 
pizza afterwards.” (laughter)  And his friends that are all sitting around, just like you, die over 
laughing.  And every one of those guys stayed for the Bible study that day.   
 
What if our speech could be salty?  Could be filled with grace?  What if we are looking at every 
opportunity and thinking, “God, how do you want me to respond to this person?”  1 Peter 3:15 says, 
“Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give a reason for the hope that 
you have, but do this with gentleness and respect.”   
 
A full life is not measured in seconds; it’s not measured in hours or days or weeks or years.  A full 
life is not measured in how much I can cram into the space of this time that I have.  I’ve known 
people that have lived more full lives in twenty short years than those that have had a hundred.  A 
full life is found in joining with Jesus in this incredible, mysterious, ever-unfolding story that He 
has invited us to join Him in every day when we wake up.  In this day, as we are going throughout 



9	  
	  

it, He invites us to do what we are doing in this thing called life with Him and invite others to join 
us in following Him.   
 
So I wonder what this means for you?  Maybe for some of you, this is an invitation to start to pray 
for people that are around you, and in that prayer, looking for opportunities that God has.  Maybe 
this is an invitation to call you back to the things that matter.  Maybe you’ve been distracted; you’ve 
taken your eyes off the road.  Months go by; weeks go by, and you don’t remember what’s 
happening and you’re just looking for that time in the future to come, and pass the time until it gets 
here—when every day matters.  Maybe for some of you, this is an invitation join in on this journey 
with Jesus.  Maybe for others it’s an invitation, not trying to segment your time and these times with 
God—the rest of life that I have—but combining them, looking for what God can do throughout the 
whole thing.  Maybe for some of you, this is an invitation to take some things out of your schedule 
so you can be more intentional with other things that are there.  Maybe this is an invitation for some 
of you that have all the time in the world but you are just spending it all on yourself, to join in 
something that truly matters.   
 
From the first time that we learned to tell time, we can’t wait for time to pass so we can get out of 
this timeout, because we learned that this thing called time is somehow precious.  It’s not really a 
thing at all.  So we start trying to have a good time, trying to buy time, waiting a long time, thinking 
it’s about time that we hit the big time, or hoping that at least we’ll do that in due time.  We get 
distracted, start killing time, from time to time, wasting time, trying to avoid hard times, of ever 
having to do time.  In the high time we finally realize that time really can fly and we’ve just spent all 
of our time clocking in and clocking out, and missing out on the times that matter most—the 
important times, the quiet times, the moments, the games, the conversations, the meals, quality time, 
and the opportunity of a lifetime, which is really the opportunity within a lifetime, to spend that ever 
so precious time on that which matters most.   
 
 
 

God, would You help us to use this time on that which matters most?  Father, it’s so easy 
to get distracted in the high pace of life, with so many things that are happening.  We 
forget to see what You are doing around us in it.  God, we’ve asked that You would speak 
to each of us in here. We know that we all come into this room dealing with different issues 
with our time.  God, would You really reveal to us, right now, how we can start to join You 
more, making our time matter?  Father, would You help encourage us as we look for 
opportunities, and we join You in this, this week, to spend our time on what matters in 
every moment of our day?  We pray this in Your name.  Amen. 
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