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Last week we talked about the difference between the wise and the foolish.  When we talk about 

such things, we often think about it in terms of the individual—so how it affects me personally.  But 

it’s interesting how much of Proverbs is dedicated to how wisdom or foolish behavior affects us 

together—how it affects the community, how it affects society.  When people act foolishly, it not 

only affects their own lives, but it begins to break down a society.  We all suffer the effects of that.  

In the same way, when we live our lives with great skill, it builds up the community.  We all benefit 

from that.  I would suggest to you that our culture today could be defined by a whole list of isms:  

secularism, relativism, post-modernism, pluralism, materialism.  We could go on and on...  

consumerism.  But there is one ingredient, one thread that ties all those together and that is that all 

of those are the celebration of the individual self.  In other words, at the end of the day, what they 

all have in common is this is about me.  This is about me being my own god.  This is about me 

getting what I want.  This is about me defining truth.  This is all about me.   

 

Proverbs describes the wicked, not as a rapist or a murderer, but the wicked is simply someone who, 

in order to advantage himself or herself, will disadvantage the community.  In other words, what I 

want, what I need, will take priority over what is best for us together.  So now think about that.  If 

that’s true, when that defines the individuals in a community, the community simply cannot survive 

that.  It breaks down a community and a society and we see the effects of that all around us.   

 

There is an alternative to that, and that is the way of the righteous.  Proverbs would define the 

righteous person as one who is willing to disadvantage himself or herself in order to advantage the 

greater community.  I’m more concerned about us than just me, and when that happens a society 

flourishes. 

 

Well, we want to talk more about what it means to live a skillful life.  If you have a Bible, turn with 

us to Proverbs, Chapter 2.  We’re just taking three weeks in Proverbs—last week, today, and next 

week.  Proverbs chapter 2 has 22 verses which correlate with 22 letters of the Hebrew alphabet.  It’s 

not an acrostic like Psalm 119 or Proverbs 31.  It just seems to have 22 verses and the Hebrew 

alphabet has 22 letters, not much more correlation than that.  What is perhaps more helpful, in terms 

of the structure, is that Proverbs 22 is literally one, long, run-on sentence.  So where we tend to 

think a proverb is maybe a verse, and so we might pull these proverbs out of chapter 2, it would be 

correct to say in chapter 2 the whole chapter is a proverb.  You can’t really pull things out of there.  

Everything has to be understood together in its context, which basically means we have to cover the 

whole chapter to make sense of it.  So we’re going to have to scoot it into high gear here in a little 

bit. 

 

The first part of chapter 2 is really about the pursuit of wisdom, but I want to do this a little 

differently and I want to pick it up in verse 12.  Starting in verse 12 the discussion is about why this 

matters.  And so I find it helpful, if we can convince ourselves that this matters, then we’re more 

interested in pursuing it.  So we’ll pick it up in verse 12.  Why do we need to pursue wisdom? 

 

To deliver you from the way of evil,   (*NASB, Proverbs 2:12a) 
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This idea of being delivered will be repeated over and over again here—to deliver you from the 

way of evil.  The idea of the way is the idea of a path.  This is really familiar imagery in the book of 

Proverbs.  As a matter of fact this concept, this imagery of a path or a way, is used over one 

hundred times in Proverbs alone.  It is actually a very popular imagery from Genesis to Revelation.  

There are two paths.  There is the path of life; there is the path destruction.  Proverbs talks about: 

there is a path that seems right, but the end of it is destruction.  Jesus talked about two paths—a 

wide path and a narrow path.  You also have a discussion about the foolish person who builds on 

sand and the wise person who builds on a rock.  So this whole idea of two different paths is an 

imagery that’s used a lot in Proverbs.   

 

It is the way of evil.  Again, the word evil here is not a reference so much to murderers and rapists 

and people like that.  The Hebrew word is actually about misery.  It’s about pain; it’s about despair; 

it’s about a struggle.  It’s saying that there is a path that is filled with heartache.  It’s a path that is 

never satisfied.  It’s pain; it’s misery.  And so wisdom delivers us from that path; it helps us avoid 

that path.  It delivers us... 

 

From the man who speaks perverse things; (Vs. 12b) 
 

Now what does the word perverse mean?  The word perverse basically means that which is not 

normal.  In other words outside the boundaries of what is normal, what is right.  Now one of the 

problems we have with this discussion in a post-modern, relativistic culture is if everybody’s free to 

define truth himself or herself, then there is no normal.  There are no boundaries.  There is no clear 

definition of right and wrong so whenever anybody brings up a discussion about what is normal or 

what is right, the post-modernist says, “Who defines that?  Who defines right?  Who defines 

immorality?”  And in a post-modern culture that’s always a conversation-stopper.  At that point the 

conversation stops because nobody can define it.  But for those of us that fear the Lord, for those of 

us that believe God is an absolute and there are moral laws and there are absolutes, it’s not a 

conversation-stopper.  I do have people say this to me all the time, “Who defines normal?  Who 

defines right?  Who defines wrong?”  It’s not a conversation-stopper.  That’s easy.  God does...God 

does!  God is absolute and there are absolute moral laws.  There is that which is right.  There is that 

which is wrong.  There is that which is normal.  There is that which is abnormal.  I’m going to say, 

“It’s not a conversation-stopper.  There is right and wrong.”  So the whole idea here is God gives us 

wisdom to deliver us from those who are operating outside of what God defines as right or normal.   

 

From those who leave the paths of uprightness  

To walk in the ways of darkness; (Vs. 13) 

 

So they leave the path of light and lures on to the path of darkness.  Now, again, you’ve got to go 

back to the ancient world.  There were no flashlights.  There were no streetlights.  There were no 

headlights.  Dark was really dark.  So in an ancient culture, you better get done what needs to be 

done in the light, because when it was dark, it was really dark.  There was very little that could be 

done in the darkness.  So these images that are used throughout the Scripture are very powerful to 

an ancient reader.  Light was really light and darkness was really dark.  It was very dangerous to 

travel a pathway in the darkness.  It was dangerous because you couldn’t see where you were going. 

It was dangerous because there were wild animals.  It was dangerous because there were robbers 

and thieves, and so why would we travel a path in the darkness?  Wisdom is to deliver us from those 

who seek to lure us down a path of darkness.  Verse 14...to deliver us from those... 

 

Who delight in doing evil,  

And rejoice in the perversity of evil;  
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Whose paths are crooked,  

And who are devious in their ways;  (Vs. 14-15) 
 

Wisdom is to deliver us from those who actually delight in evil—delight in luring people down the 

path of heartache.  Now my experience has been that these are the people who themselves have 

made their lives miserable.  They’re unhappy; they’re angry; they’re bitter; they’re miserable;  

they’re confused, and for whatever reason, they find great delight in luring you into their misery.   

 

The writer of Proverbs refers to this as a path that is crooked.  The other path that was considered to 

be very difficult in the ancient world was a path that was crooked.  Now it’s just not a windy path; it 

carries the idea of a path that is filled with obstacles, that winds back and forth through the 

mountains or the hills.  It’s very hard to navigate.  So imagine in the ancient world you’re on foot, 

maybe you have some livestock, maybe you have some crudely constructed cart, and it’s very 

difficult to navigate through a crooked path filled with obstacles.   

 

So think of it this way—this is the basic idea that the writer of Proverbs is trying to communicate:  

At the end of this path is everything that your soul longs for—you can fill in the blanks this 

morning.  What does your soul long for?  It longs for peace.  It longs for love.  It longs for 

acceptance.  It longs for quiet.  It longs for security.  It longs for hope.  Whatever it is for you, what 

if that’s at the end of this destination and you have two options.  You have a path that is straight, 

that is smooth, that is well lit—where you’re almost guaranteed to get to the destination—or you 

have the option of a path that is crooked, that is filled with obstacles, that is filled with robbers and 

thieves, that is filled with wild animals, that is filled with darkness—that almost guarantees you are 

not going to make it to the destination.  Why would you choose the hard path filled with obstacles 

rather than the straight, smooth, well-lit path when what is at stake is everything that you long for?  

That’s the idea of the proverb there.    

 

When we think about verses 12 through 15, he’s talking about this idea of two paths and reaching 

the path that ultimately satisfies.  But also think of it like this:  When you are so occupied with 

navigating the darkness, navigating the obstacles, navigating the challenges and the crooked path, 

all you can do is focus on you yourself, hopefully surviving.  You have virtually no capacity left to 

help anyone else.  So everyone on that path is selfish to the core because all you can do is basically 

survive.  Think about how different that is when you’re traveling a path that is straight, that is 

smooth, that is well-lit; you can actually help one another.  You have capacity to say, “Hey, we’re 

in this together and what we want together is at the end of this path, and let’s come together as a 

community, as a society, as a culture, and together we’ll travel this path, and everybody wins 

together.  It’s a very different experience for both the individual and for us together as a community. 

Starting in verse 16 then the conversation changes a little bit: 

 

To deliver you from the strange woman, (Vs 16a) 

 

Now I know what some of you are thinking.  I know a strange woman (laughter)—very dangerous 

ground.  The strange woman here is merely referring to a woman who is out-of-bounds, which is 

just a poetic way of referencing sexual immorality.   

 

To deliver you from the strange woman,  

From the adulteress who flatters with her words;  

That leaves the companion of her youth,  

And forgets the covenant of her God;  

For her house sinks down to death,  
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And her tracks lead to the dead;  

None who go to her return again,  

Nor do they reach the paths of life.  (Vs. 16-19) 

 

Those are very sobering words as it relates to sexual immorality, defined as sex that is experienced 

outside of God’s boundaries.  There’s a lot of discussion today in our society about social justice.  

We remind ourselves that a couple of years ago when we went through the Old Testament prophet 

of Amos, that Amos identified sexual sin as an important issue related to the discussion of social 

justice.  There may be nothing in a society that breaks down and destroys a society more than sexual 

immorality.  Of all the topics in the book of Proverbs—and there are many—there is not one single 

topic that is discussed more than sexual immorality.  Last week I talked about these repeating cycles 

through the book of Proverbs.  By an overwhelming margin, sexual immorality is discussed the 

most—over seventy-five cycles of discussion around this topic of sexual immorality.  It would be 

right to say, “You stand no chance of living a skilled life unless you have this area of your life under 

control.” 

 

Many people say today in regard to sexual immorality, “It’s a victimless crime”.  If I hear that one 

more time, I am going to scream and I am not a screamer!  The 60’s began a sexual revolution 

which was not a revolution.  It was a destruction of our society and culture.  The effects of it are 

everywhere you look.  If we, as a culture, could just get our act together in this one area, it would 

completely change our society.  There would be more than enough money and resources to house 

the homeless, to feed the hungry, to care for the poor, to care for every other social issue that 

bothers us in our society.  Hundreds and hundreds and hundreds of millions of dollars are spent 

because of sexual immorality in our culture.   

 

Now as you probably know, I’m really not gifted with the ability to beat around the bush. (laughter) 

So let’s just talk straight here for a minute.  There are many of you, both male and female, in this 

room this morning who, if you were to be honest, you have a serious problem with internet 

pornography.  The statistics are showing women are rising at an alarming rate, catching the men.  

And you may justify it; you may laugh it off but, at the end of the day, the truth be known: you have 

a problem.  Every time you view it, you feel the shame.  You feel the guilt; you feel dirty.  You beat 

yourself up and you promise yourself you will never do it again.  But you do it again, day after day 

after day after day, and if the truth be known, you can’t stop.  You have a problem.  People say all 

the time, “It’s a victimless crime.”  It is not...it is not!  In many ways it is not!  But just for you 

personally, the research is coming in.  It’s overwhelming that internet pornography causes serious 

brain damage, and they’re finding now that if you feed on internet pornography as an adolescent, it 

is very possible that that brain damage is not reversible.  This is a monster that is destroying our 

culture.  It destroys your marriage; it destroys your family; it destroys your relationship.  It destroys 

your ability to focus at work.  It destroys your leisure.  It becomes what you think about.  It 

becomes what defines your time and priorities.  It is taking over your life!  Listen as I re-read a 

couple of these verses.  Think of it just in terms of this one topic.  Verse 18: 

 

For her house sinks down to death,  

And her tracks lead to the dead;  

None who go to her return again,  

Nor do they reach the paths of life. (Vs. 18-19) 

 

It is a path filled with heartache and devastation and pain.  Now think of it this way:  Had you been 

living your life with a high degree of wisdom, a high degree of skill, you wouldn’t be where you are 

today, struggling with this addiction.  Like any addiction, if you don’t ever start down the path, it’s 
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really not that hard to manage.  But you wake up one morning and you have a problem.  It was 

God’s wisdom—skill for life—that would have prevented where you are today.  But it is equally 

true that it is God’s wisdom that will give you the skill to find your way back out again.  It is not 

hopeless!  But I am telling you this—you’ve got to tell somebody.  If you keep this a secret, you 

will not break free.  You’ve got to tell somebody; you’ve got to find a friend; you’ve got to find 

somebody you trust and say, “Hey, I have a problem.  I need help.”  I promise you, there’s nobody 

here that wants to throw stones at you.  There’s nobody waiting to condemn you or beat you up.  

There are just people wanting to help you find your way out to freedom again.  The purpose of 

wisdom is to deliver us from this path.  It’s also to take us down the right path.  Verse 20:  

 

So you will walk in the way of good men,  

And keep to the paths of the righteous.   
 

So we travel together with good people, with the righteous.  Again, the righteous as defined in the 

book of Proverbs, are those who are willing to disadvantage themselves in order to advantage the 

larger community.  Imagine traveling a path with people who are good, people who would 

disadvantage themselves in order to advantage the community.  Think about what a different 

pathway that would be if we said, “Hey, we are in this together and let’s work together, and let’s get 

to the finish line together, and find that which satisfies that longing in our souls.” 

 

For the upright will live in the land,  

And the blameless will remain in it;  

But the wicked will be cut off from the land,  

And the treacherous will be uprooted from it.  (Vs. 21-22) 

 

Verse 22 is saying that the wicked, those who are willing to disadvantage the community to 

advantage themselves, those who are selfish to the core, those who are traveling the wrong path, 

they have no chance at this life that satisfies.  That path simply won’t get you there.  But the idea in 

verse 21 of dwelling in the land—there’s a debate about whether the land is referring to the 

Promised Land or maybe more like Genesis 2, just the land that God intended.  To dwell in the land, 

to live in the land is the idea that we become immersed in it; we dwell in it; we experience it; we 

feel it.  This is the life that we wanted; this is what my soul longs for and the way of wisdom is the 

pathway to such a land. 

 

If God offered you a straight, flat, well-lit path to such a land, would you be interested?  If the 

answer is yes, then back to verse 1.  How do we get there?  The pursuit of wisdom: 

 

My son, if you will receive my words,  

And treasure my commandments within you,  
 

To receive God’s words—we talked last week, chapter 1, verse 7, “The fear of the LORD is the 

beginning of wisdom.”  It starts by saying there are hundreds of voices that speak at me everyday, 

but I’ve decided the right voice is God’s voice.  God is the author of wisdom.  God is the One I am 

going to listen to.  He’s the One whose advice I’m going to receive.  That’s the idea.  It starts there.  

It’s to treasure my commandments.  It’s not the attitude that says, “Oh, these are such a burden.  

These are such an obligation.  God is always telling me what to do.”  It’s just the opposite.  This is 

what I need to live skillfully.  These are my treasure.  This is my GPS to get me on the path that 

leads me to life that delivers me from that which is going to break my heart.  These aren’t an 

obligation. This is my treasure.  I want to listen.  I want to receive. 

 



 6 

The idea of commandments within you carries the idea that this is in you.  It’s part of you.  It’s 

there for the moment of truth when you experience temptation.  You can’t just, in the moment of 

temptation, Google up wisdom.  You can’t just pull out an App and say, “What do I do now?”  In 

that moment, you better have what you need within you because one moment can define the rest of 

your life.   

 

Back when Patty and I were living in Broken Bow, on a nice day—spring, summer, fall day— 

every day we would see the same sight.  There was a young man, probably around twenty years of 

age, and he would leave his house which was four houses down, and he would walk to the corner 

and back.  And to watch that was absolutely excruciating.  It took him well over an hour to simply 

struggle to the corner and back.  Why?  Because this young man as a teenager—smart, well-liked, 

had all of his future in front of him—one night, one night made a foolish decision to get in a car 

with his friends who had been drinking and the car crashed and he was severely wounded.  And 

now his injuries would define his life for the rest of his life.  And if I said it once, I said it a hundred 

times. We would sit at the kitchen table with my girls, and we would watch him struggle to walk in 

front of the house and I would say to the girls, “Girls, never forget.  It was one night; it was one 

decision, and this will now define the rest of that young man’s life.”   

 

We have to understand it that way.  It has to be in us.  In the moment of truth we have to have the 

skill to make good decisions in order to travel the pathway of life.  Verse 2: 

 

Make your ear attentive to wisdom,  

Incline your heart to understanding;   
 

Basically it just means listen with a high degree of intensity, with an eagerness to listen.  Several 

years ago there was a group of us who went skydiving.  I’ve actually done it twice.  Basically you 

have a four-hour class where they teach you all morning and then in the afternoon you take turns 

going up in a plane and jumping out.  I don’t know if I’ve ever been in an environment where the 

students were more attentive to the teacher. (laughter) I did it twice.  I never saw anybody nod off; I 

never saw anybody distracted.  Funny thing when that instructor is talking about, “Here’s what you 

do if the chute doesn’t open,” you have the sense, “I better know this”! (laughter)  That’s exactly 

what verse 2 is saying.  There’s that same level of intensity.  This is a confusing world; it’s also a 

dangerous world and there are voices calling to me that could destroy my life.  I better listen and 

learn in order to make right decisions at the right time.  That’s verse 2.   

 

For if you cry for discernment,  

Lift your voice for understanding; (Vs. 3) 
 

In my opinion the English misses verse 3 a little bit.  There’s actually this kind of ascension.  The 

first one is, “I call out”.  So I call out for wisdom but if I don’t hear God’s voice, I ratchet it up a 

notch and, “I cry out in desperation”.  So there’s this sense in which I call and, if that doesn’t work, 

I cry out.  I have to hear from God.  That’s verse 3. 

 

If you seek her as silver,  

And search for her as for hidden treasures; (Vs. 4) 
 

Can you just imagine what our society, what our community would be like if people were as 

passionate in pursuing God’s wisdom as they are passionate about pursuing money and stuff?  It 

would turn our communities upside down.  Verse 5 is, then, somewhat unexpected: 
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Then...(the results of that...the results of pursuing wisdom)  

Then you will discern the fear of the LORD,  

And discover the knowledge of God.   
 

Now remember from last week, knowledge in Proverbs isn’t information in your head.  It is 

experience in life.  So, in other words, what verse 5 says rather unexpectedly is: if we pursue 

wisdom with all of our heart, we cry for it, we receive it, we pursue it more passionately than silver 

and gold, what we find at the end of that journey is not information.  What we find is relationship.  

What we find is that we end up experiencing God.  We end up remembering that God is the source 

of wisdom.  God is the source of truth.  God is the One who is here to guide me.  But it’s not God 

just giving me information; it’s God giving me relationship.  It’s God entering into me.  It’s God 

walking with me and God is now equipping me to live my life with the highest degree of skill.  

What we find when we pursue wisdom with all our hearts is a relationship with the One who is 

wisdom. 

 

For the LORD gives wisdom;  

From His mouth come knowledge and understanding.   

He stores up sound wisdom for the upright;  

He is a shield to those who walk with integrity,  

Guarding the paths of justice,  

And He preserves the way if His godly ones.  (Vs. 6-8) 

 

In other words, He keeps us on this path that leads to life.   

 

Then you will discern righteousness and justice  

And equity and every good course.  (Vs. 9) 
 

Those are the three words we saw in chapter 1 that wisdom affects us as a community, as a society.  

Righteousness is a willingness to disadvantage myself in order to advantage the community.  

Justice is the Hebrew mishpat, giving someone their due, whether it’s reward or punishment, 

without regard to socioeconomics, without regard to race, without regard to gender.  It’s just a 

society that’s right and fair in its judgments and rewards.  It’s a society everybody wants.  The idea 

of equity is the idea of level—an idea of a society that’s just, fair and right to everyone that lives in 

it.  Now listen to the discussions in the news.  That is what everybody wants, but the only to get 

there is to travel down the right road, and it’s only the wisdom of God that delivers righteousness 

and justice and equity.  Verse 10: 

 

For wisdom will enter your heart,  

And knowledge will be pleasant to your soul;  
  

Now look at what that verse says:  This is now part of you.  This isn’t just information in your brain 

like data in a computer.  This is now in your heart.  This is now in your soul.  This is now what 

actually defines you.  You now have the skill to navigate in a very confusing world.  It’s now who 

you are.  Verse 11: 

 

Discretion will guard you,  

Understanding will watch over you,  
 

 This will now define your life as you make wise, skillful decisions down the pathway of life.  If 

you want to be delivered from the pathway that will break your heart, a pathway filled with 
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disappointment, of empty promises, a pathway that seems right but the end is destruction, you must 

pursue wisdom.  You must pursue wisdom with all your heart.  There are no shortcuts to this— 

there’s no CliffsNotes to this.  There’s no App for this.  There’s no way to go to bed tonight and 

wake up wise tomorrow.  You have to want it.  You have to pursue it.  You have to cry out for it.  

You have to be more passionate about it than you are for silver and gold and money and stuff.  You 

have to decide that, “This is what I want.  This is what I need—that God is the author of wisdom 

and life—and He’s the One who is right, and I’m going to seek and cry out and listen to what He 

has to say.” And much to your surprise, what you will find on that journey is not information.  What 

you will experience is a deeply satisfying, meaningful relationship with God, who will dwell inside 

you, who will fill you, who will empower you, who will change you, who will give you what you 

need to make the right decisions in the moment of truth, that you might experience the life that your 

soul so longs for. 

 

Our Father, we are thankful that You love us.  You love us so much that You haven’t left us 

to wander in the darkness.  Lord, it’s not some sort of a mystery we have to figure out.  

You’ve given us a Book full of Your wisdom.  You’ve given us Your very Spirit to dwell 

within us to lead us to wisdom.  Lord, my prayer this morning would be for every single 

one of us here this morning, that we would be passionate pursuers of Your wisdom, that we 

would live our lives with the highest degree of skill, and in the process we would 

experience a deeper, more meaningful, more satisfying relationship with You as the author 

of wisdom.  Lord, that’s my prayer.  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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