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Stewarding My Whole Life: Money Matters Too 
    Malachi 3:7-4:6 

    Pastor Mark Kremer 
 
Isn’t it amazing how creative we can be when we are looking for a way to excuse our bad thinking 
or bad behavior?  What excuses have you used for not stewarding your resources the way God 
wants you to steward your resources?  Perhaps one or more of those (from the video) struck a chord 
with you this morning.  Before we can answer that question, we probably ought to first ask this 
question, and that is, “Exactly what does God want us to do with our financial resources?”  How 
does God want us as His people, as His children—those who have been purchased by His blood, are 
now part of His kingdom—how does He want us to use the money, the financial resources that He’s 
given to us to steward?   
 
Well that’s what we want to talk about this morning, so we go back to the prophet Malachi one 
more time to finish up this book, and we are going to pick it up in Chapter 3, verse 8.  It’ll be 
interesting since our good friend here mentioned Malachi 3 in his little vignette there (referring to 
the video).  I want to read verse 7 just by a way of introduction.  We ended last week on this verse, 
but it sets the stage for our conversation today.  God is speaking and saying: 

 “From the days of your fathers you have turned aside from My statutes and have not 
kept them.  Return to Me, and I will return to you,” says the LORD of hosts.  “But 
you say, ‘How shall we return?’ ” (*NASB, Malachi 3:7) 

 
We’ve been reminded in Malachi that over and over again the nation of Israel has been disobedient, 
disobedient related to the roles that God had given to them and assigned to them.  They weren’t 
giving their best.  They weren’t seeking to glorify God in the roles that they had been given, the 
roles where they were to be a representative of God and reveal His glory through every role.  They 
hadn’t been good stewards of the relationships.  We talked about it last week. Rather than blessing 
people and serving and loving people, they had been using and abusing people from the most 
intimate relationship of marriage to the most casual relationship.  It matters to God how people are 
treated.  People matter most.  So there’s this pattern of disobedience.  And what we realize is the 
prophet was an evangelist to the religious but unbelieving.  These were not people who truly 
believed. They were believers, or God’s people, in name only.  They needed their hearts 
transformed as we saw in the text last week and as we will see again this week.  So he’s confronting 
them about their disobedience.  But their first step is not to try harder; their first step will be to 
believe and trust God and be given a new heart.  Now we have a new heart in Christ, so we are 
going to read it from that perspective.  Verse 8: 
 

“Will a man rob God?  Yet you are robbing Me!  But you say, ‘How have we robbed 
You?’  In tithes and offerings.  You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing Me, 
the whole nation of you!  Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, so that there may 
be food in My house…” (Vs. 8-10a)  
 

God confronts them about the fact that they are defrauding Him of what is rightfully His.  He was 
very clear and explicit in the Old Testament about what tithes and offerings the people were to bring 
as part of their worship.  Scholars have looked back and examined the various tithes and offerings 
because there were a number of things: there was the first fruits offering—that they were to bring 
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the first of their crops and of their livestock.  There were tithes that went to the poor every third 
year.  That was specifically to help the poor, the needy, the widow, the orphan.  There were 
offerings that were associated with the various feasts and festivals.  There were sacrifices that they 
were to bring, meaning the very finest animal that they could afford or they had in their flock or 
herd.  All of these things together were God’s requirement of them, what He was asking of them to 
do with their financial resources.  And what was happening is they were not being fully obedient.  
They may have brought something, but they weren’t bringing everything that God was asking of 
them.  So He says, “You are robbing Me!  You are defrauding Me of what is rightfully Mine that I 
have asked you to bring, and I have a good reason to ask you that because you are My children.  So 
you need to obey Me in this.”  He says, “You are hemmed in by judgment because of your 
disobedience.”  And what did God want to have happened?  He said, “I want you to bring the 
whole tithe into the storehouse so there will be food in my house.”  In other words, God’s 
concern was that there would be enough for the work of the kingdom, for the work that He wanted 
to see carried out in the nation of Israel.  There shouldn’t be a lack in God’s work.  But there was a 
lack in this particular case because of the disobedience of these people.   
 
Now this begs an important question.  We don’t live in the Old Testament; we live after the time of 
Christ; we live in the age of the Church.  So what is God’s requirement of us now when it comes to 
giving?  It’s an important question.  When you read the New Testament, you don’t see that there are 
specific offerings or amounts that people are to bring their tithes or offerings to the church or to 
God’s kingdom.  So it’s much more principle-driven.  As people who are transformed by the grace 
of God, there are principles that should guide our giving and, when we don’t follow these New 
Testament principles, then we are more than likely disobeying God as the nation of Israel was with 
their giving.  So I want to share with you a couple of those New Testament principles.  If you have a 
piece of paper, you might want to write them down or jot them on the notes in your phone because 
it’s important that, as you think about your giving, as we think about our giving, that we follow 
these New Testament principles.   
 
The first one is: giving should be a priority.  It should be the first thing that we think about doing, 
not the last thing.  Not, “Hey, after all of the bills are paid and I have what I want and need, if 
there’s anything left—which there won’t be—I’d be happy to give.”  No, if we are a part now of 
God’s kingdom, then we are to, as Jesus says, “Seek first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness.”  In other words, our first priority is the kingdom of God, His work in the world.  So 
giving is a priority.  It should be the first thing we do off the top, not the last thing that we do with 
our money.  And it should be something that everyone who believes participates in.  Not just some, 
not just people with a lot of money, but everyone who’s experienced new life in Christ should be 
willing to give, and should be thinking about giving as a first priority.  For many people who’ve 
never given, it’s just sort of habitual that you’ve never given.  But that new habit has to be formed, 
particularly when we’re young and we are just starting out in life.  It isn’t something we’ve thought 
about, but it is something that every Christian needs to do, and that is to give to God as a first 
priority.   
 
Here’s the second principle from the New Testament and that is: giving should be proportional.  In 
other words, it should be according to your means.  That is: the more that I’ve been given, the 
greater opportunity I have to give to God and to His kingdom work.  Now if you make $20,000 a 
year, living in our culture and our city, a 10% gift—10% tithe—is very costly.  If you or I make 
$100,000 a year, and we give 10%, that’s not nearly as costly.  So the New Testament principle is 
not equal gifts, but equal sacrifice.  The more I’m given, the more I ought to be willing to give.   
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In other words, I’m not trying to accumulate more and more for myself, but I’m going to be 
generous, which is the third principle of the New Testament.  Be generous.  Be generous as God has 
been generous with us.  We’ve received all of the benefits of new life in Christ, all of God’s love 
and care and protection and presence.  The response to that ought to be generosity.  That’s why we 
call our stewardship ministry Generous Living, because our goal is not stewardship in the sense of 
trying to count and dot every “I” and cross every “T”, but that we would become a generous people.  
And I think that’s the journey that God has us on as a church—of being very generous.  So that’s a 
principle as well. 
 
The fourth principle is this: that our giving should be Spirit-directed, that is that I’m thoughtful and 
prayerful about how much God wants me to give.  I need to have that conversation with God.  
“God, what is it that You want me to give?”  It is not thoughtful or prayerful or Spirit-directed when 
we see the plate coming down the aisle or, in our case the bag we have so that you can’t hear the 
coins dropping in; that’s why we have the bag. (laughter).  When the bag’s coming down the aisle 
and you pull out your wallet, and you just take something out and put it in, that’s not in keeping 
with the New Testament principle—thoughtful, prayerful, Spirit-directed.  What is it God wants me 
to give?   
 
One last principle is that we are not to make our giving a matter of show for other people.  It’s not 
to be seen; it’s not to be known.  It’s something that we should do in secret.  It’s not to become 
somebody, so we ought to do it quietly.  Do as God directs us, not in order to draw attention to 
ourselves.   
 
Now those are the principles.  That’s what it would look like for us to be obedient.  In the Old 
Testament, they needed to do exactly what God said.  In the New Testament, for us, we need to do 
our giving according to these principles.  So what did God say to them if they were willing to that?  
We pick it up again in the middle of verse 10.  He says: 
 

“… and test Me now in this,” says the LORD of hosts, “if I will not open for you the 
windows of heaven, and pour out for you a blessing until it overflows.  Then I will 
rebuke the devourer for you, so that it will not destroy the fruits of the ground; nor 
will your vine in the field cast its grapes,” says the LORD of hosts.  “All the nations will 
call you blessed, for you shall be a delightful land,” says the LORD of hosts. (Vs. 10b-12)   
 

You notice three times he uses says the LORD of hosts.  Those are the very same words that we 
sang in that song...the LORD of the Angel Armies.  Basically it’s saying that the all-powerful God 
who rules the universe has promised to give blessing and protection to you if you will be obedient 
in this, people of Israel.   
 
Now there’re some differences between the nation of Israel and this promise and to us.  I want to 
talk about that for just a minute because the reality is: Israel was a geographic location; it was a 
nationality—a nation as well as a spiritual people.  So when God says, “I’m going to protect your 
crops; I’m going to pour out blessing…” it was easy to see how that could happen within the nation.  
It was not to individuals, but it was to the nation as a whole that He was making this promise that 
He would bless them together as a people and He would protect them together as a people, and that 
they would be a delightful land that other nations would look on and say, “You are truly blessed of 
God”.   
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We live in a very different setting.  Your car and your house and your land sit right next to 
unbelieving people.  So when it hails, it hails on all of our land and dents all of our cars.  When 
there’s drought, the drought hits all of us.  We are scattered among the peoples among the world; 
we are not a nation in a land.  So we have to be careful that we don’t take this as some sort of 
bargaining chip with God, that if we give, He’s going to bless us back, and we are going to become 
exceptionally wealthy.  You know, “Da da da da da…” (mimicking what's in the video). That’s not 
what’s intended here.  But we do know that God will bless us as a people and He will protect us as a 
people and we will be delightful to look upon as a people if we, as God’s people, are obedient to 
Him with our giving.   
 
I think we as a church are experiencing that blessing and that protection and that delight. As God 
has grown us in generosity, we have experienced blessing after blessing.  Those blessings come in 
many different ways.  It’s not all financial.  There’s the blessing of peace and security and joy and 
delights—all of the ways that God blesses us.  And yes, when we are obedient, there is blessing.  
Here’s a fact that you can count on: the child of God has nothing to fear and nothing to lose by 
obeying, and everything to gain.  Let me say it again: you and I have nothing to fear and nothing to 
lose, and everything to gain when we are obedient to God with our finances.  God’s promised that 
He will take care of us, and that’s the promise He gave to Israel.  Verse 13:  
 

“Your words have been arrogant against Me (or strong against Me),” says the LORD.  
“Yet you say, ‘What have we spoken against You?’  You have said, ‘It is vain to serve 
God; and what profit is it that we have kept His charge, and we have walked in 
mourning before the LORD of hosts?  So now we call the arrogant blessed; not only 
are the doers of wickedness built up but they also test God and escape.’ ” (Vs. 13-15) 
 

This is one of the primary complaints against God—that this idea of giving to God was really unfair 
because these people wanted to build their own kingdom.  And in building their own kingdom, 
seeking to advantage themselves, they looked around and saw all the other people who didn’t have 
anything to do with God—who had never given to God—and they were getting richer and richer  
and richer.  They were getting more and more and more advantages.  So these people were feeling 
they were going to be left behind in this great competition.  If you are in that competition to build 
your own kingdom and everybody else is getting ahead and it looks like the wicked are being 
blessed and prospering, then it doesn’t make any sense to give to God.  It just doesn’t make sense.   
 
We see that in our own world.  There are people who want nothing to do with God who just keep 
getting more and more prosperous and successful.  And you look at it and you say, “You know, I’ll 
fall behind if I give.”  I read a staggering statistic this week:  The 85, yes, 85 most wealthy 
individuals in the world have the same wealth as the poorest 3,500,000,000 people in the world.  
Isn’t that crazy?  Eighty-five individuals have as much wealth as half of the poorest in the world.  
There is incredible injustice.  It must grieve God’s heart.  But you and I can be caught up in this 
cultural pressure that we can’t afford to give to God because, somehow, we will fall behind in this 
great competition of building our own kingdoms.   
 
That’s exactly what was happening here with the people.  Money equaled power, and to give some 
of your money would be to give away some of your power, and they weren’t about to do that.  
That’s what Malachi, that’s what God is confronting them about—this failure to really trust God, to 
really live their lives the way God wanted them to live in His kingdom.   
 



5	  
	  

Verse 16, we see an amazing thing that happens.  Really, at the conclusion in Malachi, he confronts 
them about their misuse of their roles, the mistreatment of people in relationship and their misuse of 
their resources, and the people respond—or at least some of them did. 
 

Then those who feared the LORD spoke to one another, and the LORD gave 
attention and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before Him for those 
who fear the LORD and who esteem His name.  “They will be Mine,” says the LORD 
of hosts, “on the day that I prepare My own possession, and I will spare them as a 
man spares his own son who serves him.”  So you will again distinguish between the 
righteous and the wicked, between one who serves God and one who does not serve 
Him. (Vs. 16-18) 
 

What happened is that at least a remnant of the people, having heard Malachi’s teaching and 
conviction, repented; they changed their mind.  They believed God; they trusted in God.  This was a 
moment of salvation for at least a remnant of these people.  And we see that it says that God now 
considers them His sons and considers them righteous.  He says He considers them His own 
possession—that word is the word for jewels or we’d say masterpiece.  God says, “You are now 
My masterpiece; you have believed.”  That word esteem—who have esteemed God—means to 
choose.  They have believed and chosen to trust God and this was a moment of salvation for them.  
Therefore now they were free, as we are, to serve God as a son serves a father, not out of duty or 
obligation, but out of joy and delight and love, having experienced God holding on to them, which 
is what that word spare means.  God would hold on to them as a father holds on to a son, and they 
would be righteous; they would be His righteous representatives in the world.  There was a moment 
of transformation in the lives of a number of these people, and it would dramatically alter the way 
they serve God.  They would do it with joy and delight in every area that they were called upon to 
steward.   
 
Now what does joyful and delightful service to God with our finances look like on a very practical 
level for us?  I want us to take just a little bit of time; I know it’s a little bit unusual, but to just get 
down into kind of the nitty-gritty—what does obedience to God, good financial stewardship, look 
like within our church?  And what is it that you ought to be thinking about when it comes to 
thinking about your giving and your use of money?  So here we go.   
 
The first thing that I would say is that our first priority in giving ought to be the local church and the 
core ministry of the church which, in our case, is the general fund.  It funds all of our ministries here 
within the body, within the community and around the world.  This is where we are trying to gather 
as people to do what God wants us to do—to be on mission, to build His kingdom.  And that’s what 
we are trying to do.  In addition to us doing that, we partner with other organizations because we 
can’t do it all.  So it’s important to consider other organizations in this community and around the 
world—mission organizations, Christian organizations that are trying to make a difference in the 
world, trying to carry out God’s kingdom business.  That’s our first priority with our giving.  And 
we ought to seriously ask God what He wants us to give on a regular basis out of our income to see 
His kingdom advanced?  And we ought to be thoughtful and prayerful about that, and we ought to 
be directed by the Spirit.  We ought to be generous; we ought to give proportionally; we’ve got to 
do it as a first thing.    
 
Just as a matter of information, I think last week or the week before, it was in the bulletin how we 
ended our year—our calendar yearend challenge.  We hit about 95% of our goal, which meant we 
are about $130,000 or $140,000 short of where we wanted to be.  Right now we are set at probably 
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about $200,000 or a little bit more behind where we’d like to be.  We are halfway through the fiscal 
year.  Just keep that in mind as you think about your giving over the next months.  We need to be 
faithful to do what God directs us to do so there’s ample provision to carry out the ministry that God 
has called us to.  That’s His heart—that there will be no lack of supply for the ministry. 
   
A second area to consider with giving: you recall I mentioned in the Old Testament every third year 
there was an offering given for the poor, the widow, the orphan, the immigrants—those who were 
needy in society.  It is something that we ought to consider as a part of our giving.  How are we 
giving to help the poor, the needy, the orphan, the widow?  We have our own Benevolence Fund 
that has been used extensively where we have an opportunity to minister to people within the body 
and in the community who have legitimate needs.  There are other organizations that we partner 
with who serve the poor, the needy, the widow, the orphan.  Those ministries are worthy of our 
financial contributions.  Now some might think that part of their taxes goes to care for the poor.  
Therefore, that’s good enough.  Let me just say this: While I think our government programs are a 
great foundation for society to help people who are really down, we have a higher goal in Christian 
organizations as we give to the poor.  We are trying to help people reconnect to the image of God 
and be restored, wholly restored, so that they are not just living with a hand out, depending on 
someone else to provide for them, but they’re actually taking responsibility for themselves and 
helping get to the place where they can be self-sustaining in life.  That’s the difference between the 
money that you would give to a Christian organization who’s trying to help people and just paying 
your taxes, necessary, but not enough.  Consider that when it comes to giving.  
 
Now I mentioned in the Old Testament, there were also special offerings.  For instance, when God 
asked the nation of Israel to build the Tabernacle and to build the Temple, they asked the people for 
donations.  In the case of the Tabernacle, people were so generous by bringing their assets that they 
actually had to say, Moses had to say, “Stop!  Enough!  We have more than we need!  We don’t 
need anymore.”  So there are special projects along the way that come up that are not part of our 
regular giving.  And it is an opportunity to give, not just out of our income, but out of our assets.  
You might want to consider that.   
 
Many people, when we had our “For this purpose I live…” campaign, gave money out of their 
assets, out of their stock funds, out of their other savings, because it was a unique and special 
opportunity.  We are still in the middle of that very special opportunity.  You remember about 
sixteen months ago, in September, we came and talked about finishing off the payment of our 
mortgage so that we can be absolutely debt free and move into the next season of ministry without 
any constraints.  We asked people to tell us what they were willing to give to that particular project 
and people pledged 2.5 million dollars over two years.  As of the end of December, which was only 
fifteen months later, all 2.5 million dollars was given.  Almost seven months ahead of what we 
anticipated coming, which means that our debt that was at 5 million is now at 2.6 million, almost 
cut in half.  What if this was the year, by the end of 2014, that we had that absolutely and 
completely paid for and we could move forward to do other things that God wants us to do in the 
future?  I would ask you to pray about that and think about that.  Perhaps you have benefited from 
the stock market’s increases over the last months.  Would this be a good time to give out of your 
assets to get this finished so we can move on to other things?  I sat with a gentleman from our 
church in 2008 who lost more than half of his wealth when the stock market crashed, and he said to 
me very sadly, “I could have paid off the rest of the church’s mortgage with what I lost in just a few 
weeks.”  He saw a missed opportunity just because he wasn’t thinking about using these assets that 
God had given him to do something great for the kingdom.  Think about that.   
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Here’s one more thing to think about.  Let’s just say that you and I have been completely obedient 
in following what God wants us to do with our giving.  We’ve given 10%, 15%, 20%, maybe more 
than that.  What about the rest?  What about the remaining 80% or 70% or 90%?  Is that yours just 
to do whatever you want with?  No, in fact God still owns that.  That means that in order to obey 
God with my finances, I need to consider how I use even what I have still under my management.  
That is: I’m to do justice with it.  I’m to be generous with it.  I’m to use it to enjoy life, but not at 
the expense of others.  And I should be content with what I have, not always craving more and more 
and more.  You see, there’s opportunity with what is left after our giving to do really good kingdom 
work.  Consider this particular illustration.   
 
Let’s just say you are a business owner and your business has done very, very well, and you have 
the opportunity through your business to pay people a living wage and to provide benefits for them.  
Do you?  Or do you gather all the profits, hoard them up for yourself and then, at the end of the 
year, perhaps out of some sense of guilt, write a check to a charity that helps the poor?  Now does 
that really make any sense?  Do you think that honors God?  You see that it matters to God how you 
steward all of your financial resources.  That’s something to really think about and pray about, how 
you use your money—the purchases you make; the things you invest in matter to God.  If you were 
an investment advisor and you were managing someone else’s money, and they came to ask you 
how you’re managing their money, and you said, “Well, you know what?  I managed perfectly the 
20%.  The 80% I went out and did something that was different than what your priorities and your 
values are.”  Would that be acceptable to the owner?  I would guess not.  So it matters to God how 
we manage not only what we give, but everything else that’s left as well. 
 
One last thing for us to think about as it comes to real specific things with finances.  That is that it’s 
important that the church also steward well what has been given.  I’m sure there are as many ideas 
about how the money should be spent that comes in as there are people in the room.  You may not 
agree with how we spend money around here.  But I will tell you that everyone who makes 
decisions about how money is spent takes the responsibility to steward that very well.  To some 
degree or other we hope we have succeeded at doing that.  There are a number of examples I could 
give you.  You will hear more in the future about the savings we’ve had related to our energy use— 
that people have worked very hard to bring thousands of dollars off of our energy bills every month 
so that we can be a better steward.   
 
We also, when we partner with organizations out in the community, ask them to provide 
information for us of how they are stewarding their money well so that when we give money to 
them, we know we are giving to an organization that manages money well.   
 
Another example is something that’s going to open next week.  We are opening a coffee house up 
on the second level here called The Commons.  Now here’s why we are doing that.  Over the course 
of time, really there are two reasons; one is cost.  We are spending thousands and thousands and 
thousands of dollars on free coffee and it’s coming out of the offering.  We thought it ought to be 
self-supporting.  Now before you get scared that free coffee is going away, there will still be free 
coffee, but the people who are buying other things will pay for that coffee.  And we believe that’s 
better stewardship.  Not only that, but we believe that there’s a community that happens around 
coffee, and people love to gather around that so we are going to try to create a place where that can 
happen.  So it’s good stewardship and it’s good community building.  There are other examples we 
could give but it’s important that we steward—that organizations steward—money well that’s being 
given.   
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Now there’s an epilogue to the Book of Malachi.  I want to just read it and make one last comment.   
 
“For behold, the day is coming, burning like a furnace; and all the arrogant and 
every evildoer will be chaff; and the day that is coming will set them ablaze,” says the 
LORD of hosts, “so that it will leave them neither root nor branch.”   
“But for you who fear My name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its 
wings; and you will go forth and skip about like calves from the stall.  You will tread 
down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet on the day which I 
am preparing,” says the LORD of hosts.  
 
“Remember the law of Moses My servant, even the statues and ordinances which I 
commanded him in Horeb for all Israel.  Behold, I am going to send you Elijah the 
prophet before the coming of the great and terrible day of the LORD.  He will restore 
the hearts of the fathers to their children and the hearts of the children to their 
fathers, so that I will not come and smite the land with a curse.” (Malachi 4:1-6)  

 
We are reminded in these closing verses that there is an urgency to stewarding life well.  God’s 
grand project of redemption and restoration will one day come to an end, and judgment will come.  
And there’s a sense of urgency that we have to be about building His kingdom because God is 
merciful; God is compassionate; God doesn’t want to see people fall under eternal judgment.  But 
there is coming a day when judgment will come.  Therefore, it matters today and tomorrow what we 
do with everything we’ve been given, that we should steward and invest it in God’s grand project of 
redemption and restoration.  And again we are reminded in these verses that we have nothing to fear 
and nothing to lose and everything to gain by being obedient to God in the stewardship of our life 
because we will enjoy a delightful and beautiful and wonderful eternity with freedom and delight 
and joy.  But now is the time to work, to invest ourselves wholly in building His kingdom.  This is 
our time.  Every day matters.  Every person matters.  So may we be truly God’s people for His glory 
and the good of all mankind.   
 
 
 

Father, I pray that we would continue to grow in stewarding our whole life for Your 
glory and the good of others.  God, I pray that You would give us a heart that truly wants 
to obey, particularly around our finances, that You would speak to us and lead us and 
guide us to be good stewards of all that You have entrusted to us, that Your name might 
be glorified in all the earth.  We pray in Jesus’ Name.  Amen. 
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