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Stewarding My Whole Life: The Relationships I Have 
Malachi 2:10-3:7 

Pastor Mark Kremer 

 

Everyday we read in the newspaper or watch on television stories about people who abuse their 

power and do great damage to others, stories like this one in late 1992. Sixteen women charged a 

powerful and longstanding US Senator with flagrant sexual harassment. The senator's response was 

typical and revealing. First he denied the charges outright. Then he attacked the credibility of his 

accusers. Next he offered an extraordinary apology based with these charges that for years he had 

been doing this, harassing his staff members. He declared that he had never intended, “to make 

anyone feel uncomfortable”.  Still he advised the media that he would seek professional help to see 

if his alleged behavior was related to his use of alcohol. Here is an apology of major, almost 

monumental elusiveness. According to the senator nothing happened but, in any case he meant no 

harm by it, and regardless he might have been loaded at the time so missed the significance of the 

nonevents in question.  

 

Unfortunately those kinds of stories are all too familiar to us. We have been talking about the fact 

that God gave us power and authority to steward His good creation, and He intended, as we talked 

about two weeks ago, that that power would not be used selfishly or to seek status for ourselves, but 

it was to be used for the flourishing of others as Jesus used His power in that way. Last week we 

talked about the fact that power is not exercised most often sporadically or randomly, but power is 

channeled through and into roles, the roles that we occupy, the assignments that we have from God, 

the arenas where we have particular power to steward His creation. I know many of us this week 

have been thinking about that and thinking about the various roles that we have, and as we talked 

about last week from Malachi 1 and 2, every single one of those roles is a place—an altar of 

worship—that matters very much to God how we live in those roles with our attitude and our 

actions. We should bring our best. It is a place of worship, and every role we occupy matters to 

God.  

 

Now this morning we want to think about what those roles primarily represent because every role, if 

you stop and think about all the roles you have, every role that you have represents most 

importantly relationships. Roles are all about relationships so, for instance, if I just name a role, you 

can immediately begin to identify a group of people that that role relates to. If I say doctor, if I say 

teacher, if I say wife, father, son, you immediately see that every role is either directly or indirectly 

connected to and affects people. And so the question is: is it important to God how we exercise 

power in our roles, and what kind of impact is the exercise of our power having on the people with 

whom we are relating in every role that we have? This is a very important question. In other words, 

what is the wake that I leave on people in every role that I occupy? Am I using my power well, or is 

my power being exercised in a way that uses and abuses people?  

 

Well, in order to think about this from God's perspective, we are going to go back to the book of 

Malachi, the last book in the Old Testament, or Ma la
/
 che, if you prefer. (laughter) We went through 

chapters 1 and 2, through chapter 2 verse 9 last week in talking about those roles and how much 

they matter to God. We are going to pick it up in chapter 2 and verse 10, which happens to be the 

key verse of this section. Chapter 2 of Malachi, verse 10:  
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“Do we not all have one father? Has not one God created us? Why do we deal 

treacherously each against his brother so as to profane the covenant of our fathers?”    
          (*NASB, Malachi 2:10) 

 

This is the question that Malachi is asking on behalf of God, and he begins by reminding the people 

that all humanity came from one source. God is the creator of all. Therefore, every single person has 

dignity and value and significance in the eyes of God. Every human being is an image bearer, an 

image bearer of God, and therefore they are valuable and special in the eyes of God, and because 

people are the crowning jewel of God's creation—the only part of His creation about which He said, 

"It is very good," —it matters to God how people are treated. People matter most to God. That's 

what Malachi is saying.   

 

So then why do you deal treacherously with your brother, one against another? That word 

treacherously means to betray. We would say use and abuse, violate the relationship, hurt the other 

person. Why do you hurt these other people created in God's image and so profane the covenant of 

our fathers? What is he talking about there? I think he's talking about the covenant that God made 

with Abraham back in Genesis chapter 12 because God looked at the world that He had created, and 

He realized that the power and authority He gave to humanity to make something good out of this 

creation was being abused all over the place. And the damage was being done in relationships and 

to people all over the world, and so God's plan was to call out a people for Himself whom He would 

give privilege and special power to represent Him in the world. Ultimately, through this special 

people, He would bring a Redeemer, someone who would transform the hearts of people so they 

would live in the right way and treat people the right way in the roles in which they lived. And so 

He called Abraham and He said, "I'm going to make you a great nation. I'm going to bless you so 

you can bless others." He said, "Through you all the nations of the earth will be blessed." So God 

said, "I called out My people to bless others, to cause others to flourish, to help restore and redeem 

others, and here you are, people of God, treating one another poorly. You are treating others just 

like the rest of the world treats people. This should not be so."  

 

And now He is going to identify exactly where, in what role that was happening, and it was a very 

important role, one where there was a great travesty taking place in the life of the nation of Israel. 

Verse 11:  

 

“Judah has dealt treacherously, and an abomination has been committed in Israel 

and in Jerusalem; for Judah has profaned the sanctuary (or the dwelling place, the 

holy dwelling place) of the LORD which He loves and has married the daughter of a 

foreign god. As for the man who does this, may the LORD cut off from the tents of 

Jacob everyone who awakes and answers, or who presents an offering to the LORD 

of hosts. This is another thing you do: you cover the altar of the LORD with tears, 

with weeping and with groaning, because He no longer regards the offering or 

accepts it with favor from your hand. Yet you say, ‘For what reason (why is He 

rejecting our offering)?’ Because the LORD has been a witness between you and the 

wife of your youth, against whom you have dealt treacherously, though she is your 

companion (your lover) and your wife by covenant. But not one has done so who has a 

remnant of the Spirit. And what did that one do while he was seeking a godly 

offspring? Take heed then to your spirit, and let no one deal treacherously against the 

wife of your youth. ‘For I hate divorce,’ says the LORD, the God of Israel, ‘and him 

who covers his garment with wrong,’ says the LORD of hosts. ‘So take heed to your 

spirit, that you do not deal treacherously."   (Vs. 11-16) 
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Five times he has repeated this do not deal treacherously—do not betray relationships; do not use 

and abuse others. What's the situation here? Here the men of Israel were abandoning their wives 

with whom they had a covenant relationship, the women who God had given to them, who had been 

their lover, their companion, one whom they made a commitment to, and they were turning their 

backs. They were actually being abusive. In verse 16, it says, "where you had done wrong, covers 

his garment with wrong. That really is the word violence. In the Old Testament a garment was to 

symbolize protection and care and covering, but here the garment was covering up violence being 

done against these women and so they were divorcing and abandoning these women for the young 

chicks across the border, the hot young chicks that looked a lot better.  And God says, "This is a 

travesty."  

 

You see, one of the things we have to realize is that down through the millennia of all of human 

history, men have held the place of power in relationships, especially in the marriage relationship. 

Not until very recent times was there a sense of equality between the value of the man and the 

woman and there was a shared power. Through all of human history men held all the power, and the 

fact of the matter is that history records that men down through the millennia have used and abused 

women, and great harm and damage has been done, not only to those women but to society because 

of the way men exercise power within marriage.  

 

God had a different plan. God's plan for marriage is that husbands would love their wives, care for 

their wives, protect their wives. In fact, in Deuteronomy chapter 24, it says, verse 5, “When a man 

takes a new wife, he is not to go off to war or be assigned any duty for a year, but he is to spend that 

year seeing to his wife's happiness.” A lot of women here are thinking, "That's not long enough for 

my husband to learn how to make me happy." (laughter) 

 

Reminds me of a story I heard this week about a couple who were having problems in their 

marriage, so they went to a counselor; they sat around the table and the counselor sort of got into 

the details and kind of got his hands around what was going on in the relationship and what the 

problem was.  So finally he said to the wife, "Stand up." So the wife stood up, and the counselor 

walked around the table and gave the wife a great big hug and then he turned to the husband, and he 

says, "Now this needs to be done every single day," to which the husband replied, "What time do 

you want me to bring her by tomorrow?" (laughter) We are quite dense as men. (laughter) 

 

In our own community we have shelters for women who are abused. Men held all the power, and 

they were misusing that power to the detriment of these women, to the detriment of society. They 

were using and abusing their wives. These were the people of God. These were the people who 

were supposed to be showing the world another way, but what had happened is that they had just 

acclimated to the culture. They just bought into how, in the world around them, the men treated 

their wives, the women. They were failing to carry out this mandate to represent God well in this 

role of being a husband.  

 

The New Testament carries the same theme that the Old Testament does about husbands—people of 

God, children of God—the men are supposed to love their wives. Paul said in Ephesians, “We are 

to love our wives as Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her, laid His life down for 

her.”  Peter said, “We are to live with our wives in an understanding way and show them honor as 

fellow recipients of the grace of God.” You see, God designed a Christian marriage to reflect the 

right use of power in the most intimate of relationships, and we understand today that women now 

have a considerable amount of power themselves, so often times now women and men use and 
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abuse each other for their own advantage. That is a distortion of what God wants. It's an acclimation 

to the culture if that's happening among the people of God, and God says, "I hate this...I hate it."  

 

This is just a microcosm in one particular role which he says, as he goes to the end of verse 16, "So 

take heed to your spirit, that you do not deal treacherously," certainly not in marriage, but I 

think this is much broader than that. In any role that you and I are in, we must seriously ask the 

question, “What is the impact of my exercise of power on the people around me? Am I representing 

God well? Am I using and abusing people, or am I a blessing, causing them to flourish?” And if we 

are going to worship God in every role that we have, that means we are going to have to pay very 

careful attention to how we are treating people in each of those roles. Verse 17:  

 

You have wearied the LORD with your words. Yet you say, "How have we wearied 

Him?” In that you say, "Everyone who does evil is good in the sight of the LORD,  

and He delights in them," or, "Where is the God of justice?"    
 

God says, "I am so tired of your excuses and your explaining away as the people of God, living like 

everybody else, diminishing the damage you are doing, saying, ‘It really isn't a big deal.’ "It's not a 

big deal to God; God doesn't really care." "No," God says, "I care very much because people matter 

most, and it matters to Me how people are treated." I think the assumption was the people of Israel, 

by this time, were really God's people in name only. They did not believe; they did not really have a 

relationship with God. In name only they were His people, but they had so acclimated to the culture 

around them that I think they actually began to think, "Hey, everybody who has power uses and 

abuses people." So therefore, I think the assumption was, "God even does this. God doesn't mind 

because God has all power. He uses and abuses people." God says, "You have wearied Me with that 

kind of thinking and talk." So how does God respond to us? Chapter 3, verse 1:  

 

"Behold, I am going to send My messenger, and he will clear the way before Me. And 

the Lord, whom you seek, will suddenly come to His temple; and the messenger of the 

covenant, in whom you delight, behold, He is coming," says the LORD of hosts. "But 

who can endure the day of His coming? And who can stand when He appears? For 

He is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap. He will sit as a smelter and purifier of 

silver, and He will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, so that 

they may present to the LORD offerings in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah 

and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD. as in the days of old and as in former 

years."   (Vs. 3:1-4) 
 

Unlike the men of Israel who, when their wife wasn't pleasing them anymore, cast them aside, God 

looked at a people who did not please Him and, rather than casting them aside, He came into the 

mess to purify, to cleanse, to redeem them and restore them—so they could rightly represent Him. 

This is clearly a picture of and a prophetic announcement of the coming of the Messiah—that Jesus 

would come to purify His people. He would come to cleanse them from this unrighteousness. He 

would come to put a new Spirit within them, the Spirit of God, so they would actually carry out 

their roles in the way He intended them to be carried out. They would actually love and serve   

people the way He wanted them to serve and love people, and we are reminded that every one of us 

needs this redemption. We need this transformation of our own souls that only Jesus can provide— 

the Messiah who came to die on the cross to redeem us from our sinful ways so that we truly could 

be the set-apart people of God who do it differently, who show the world how God wants people to 

be treated.  
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Jesus came to do that. He inaugurated that work in our lives. The moment we believed, we received 

the Spirit. We received a new standing with God. We are declared righteous before God, but He is 

continuing that refining process. We call it sanctification, right? Where day by day, as we listen to 

God, He continues to refine and purify us so that more and more and more in the day-to-day-ness of 

life, in all the roles we have and all the relationships we have, more and more, hopefully, we are 

loving and treating people the way God wants us to love and serve people. We need God in our 

lives.  

 

What did Israel need? They needed to be redeemed. They needed to be saved out of their sin, so 

they could once again be the light in a world where power was abused and people were damaged. 

That's why Jesus came to redeem and restore, so we could be His representatives, so we could 

please Him in the way that we carry out our roles and the relationships that we have. Verse 5 is a 

reminder that one day He will come and ultimately judge those who have not believed, who have 

not been transformed.  

 

"Then (He says) I will draw near to you for judgment; and I will be a swift witness 

against the sorcerers (those are the sort of demonic forces that people seek to gain 

advantage over others or to seek to destroy others,) and against the adulterers (those who 

abuse intimate relationships) and against those who swear falsely, and against those 

who oppress the wage earner in his wages, the widow and the orphan, and those who 

turn aside the alien and do not fear Me," says the LORD of hosts. (Vs. 5) 

 

In other words it matters to God how people are treated, and ultimately those who abuse and 

mistreat people God will judge because every single person from the greatest to the least matters to 

Him, and it matters how they are treated. God ultimately will say, "Enough! I want all people to be 

treated well, not to be used and abused." Then he reminds us in verse 6 the kind of God that He is:  

 

"For I, the LORD, do not change; therefore you, O sons of Jacob, are not consumed."  
 

We are reminded again that God is the One who rightly loves us. When He made a commitment to 

be our God and us to be His children, He keeps His word. He is going to honor His commitment as 

He did to these people. He was not going to forsake them; He was not going to leave them. He does 

not change, so we are not destroyed because He's true to His word. That's the power that He has put 

within us by the Holy Spirit—to be true to our word and how we treat others, to be God's 

representatives and be like Him. Verse 7 concludes this section:  

 

"From the days of your fathers you have turned aside from My statutes, and have not 

kept them. Return to Me, and I will return to you," says the LORD of hosts. "But you 

say, 'How shall we return?'"   
 

What God is saying is: there is a pattern in the life of the nation of Israel that over and over and over 

again they would abuse the power and authority they had, and it was doing damage everywhere. He 

said, "You have a history of this. You have a pattern of this in your life." He says, "So return to 

Me, and I will return to you." In other words He is saying, "Repent; confess; acknowledge that 

you have done wrong. Seek Me, and I will come and restore you."  

 

You know, apart from God's transforming work in our lives, we would all be users and abusers of 

people because that's the system of the world. You do whatever it takes to get what you want. But 
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God has redeemed us if we have put our faith in Christ. He has given us His Spirit's power. Jesus 

said, "You will receive power when the Spirit comes upon you, and you will be My witnesses. 

You will rightly represent Me in every role you occupy in the world.” That's why I am giving you 

My power, so you can love and serve others, not use and abuse others. Paul said to Timothy, "God 

has not given us a spirit of timidity but of power and of love and of discipline, a sound mind." In 

other words God says, “Power is a good thing,” and His power is infused in us so that we can do 

this well. We can love others well in every role that we occupy.  

 

It matters to God the wake that we leave and so it's important for us to consider the wake that we 

leave in the lives of others when we exercise our power in whatever role we're in. What impact does 

my exercise of power have on others because that matters to God? Start at home. Start with the 

husband and wife relationship, the parent-child relationship, and just keep working through your 

roles and ask the question, “How is my use of power affecting the people around me? Am I 

representing God well to them? Is the wake that I leave a good wake or is it a bad one?” When you 

leave an appointment or you leave the factory floor or you leave the office, do people go, "Whew, 

he's gone!" or do they say, "Wow, that was a good day. That was a good interaction"? Do people get 

from you that you are for them, that you want to restore them, that you want to see them redeemed, 

that you want them to flourish? Because if they do, then you are representing what God wants 

because people matter most to Him. But, if you walk away and people feel diminished, they feel 

used, they feel abused, then we are not representing God—God's design. It matters greatly to God.  

 

I relate well to back in verse 13 when it said the nation, these men were crying out to God for His 

blessing, and God wasn't answering, and God said, "The reason I'm not answering is because you're 

not treating your wives well." And I go back to a time in my life twenty years ago when I had an 

agenda, and I was on a mission to accomplish my agenda. The plans weren't working out very well 

and I was frustrated, and I can remember times where I was, like verse 13, crying to God, "Where is 

the blessing? Why are You not helping me get to my goal?" And what God showed me was that I 

was not treating my wife with the respect, with the honor that I needed to. He couldn't bless my 

plans. I wasn't putting her needs first. I was being selfish, thinking about myself, my own success, 

and it was doing significant damage in her life and in our family.  

 

I hope this morning you will take the time to consider the various roles that you have. Start at home 

and work out from there and ask yourself the question, “When I exercise my power, when I do 

things, when I make things happen, what is the impact of my actions on the people around me? Am 

I representing God's heart to bless, or am I reflecting more the world's system of using and abusing 

people for my own advantage?”  

 

There are many of us in this room this morning who continually bless others, and I am always 

encouraged when I hear the stories of people thinking about how their actions are influencing 

people in their business, at home, wherever they go, in their coaching, their teaching, wherever they 

are, and I just want to encourage you, if you are on that pathway and you really want to do this well, 

keep going. Keep asking God to show you how to steward your power in a way that truly blesses, 

truly blesses the people in your life in every arena where God has assigned you.  
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Father, I pray that we would indeed steward this power and authority You have given us 

well, that every role that we have, we would see as a place of worship, and we would 

understand that in order for that worship to be acceptable in each role, it matters how we 

treat the people we are relating to. Lord, convict us where we are mistreating people. Help 

us to seek forgiveness from You and from others. Help us to ask this week, “What kind of a 

wake am I leaving?” And, Lord, motivate us; call us; fill us with Your Spirit and Your 

power to represent You well, to love and bless those around us in every single arena for 

the good of others and for the glory of Your name. We pray in Jesus' name. Amen.  
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