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Stewarding My Whole Life:  The Roles I Play 
Malachi 1:6-2:9 

Pastor Mark Kremer 

Let’s pretend this morning that you own a plumbing company here in town and your name is on the 

company.  It’s a large company; you have a hundred plus employees, and you’ve worked hard over 

the years to build a solid reputation for doing excellent work, for being reliable and doing great 

customer service.  And let’s imagine this morning that I’m one of the plumbers that works for you.  

I know that’s a stretch, (laughter) but I was a young eighteen-year-old kid and I didn’t know what I 

was going to do in life, and you took a chance on me.  You brought me in; you taught me 

everything about the plumbing business.  You trained me; you instilled the values of the culture that 

you wanted this company to represent into me.  I became a Master Plumber, and I’ve been an 

employee for quite a long time now.  

One of the ways you’ve built the reputation of this company and done so well is that you, every 

Monday morning, have a team meeting and all hundred-plus of us plumbers gather together. We do 

training and remind each other in those meetings of the values and culture of the organization and 

the mission of the organization.  And I’m one of the first guys to show up every Monday morning 

for that meeting, and I’m pretty enthusiastic in the meeting:  I have my notebook; I’m ready to take 

notes, and when you ask the plumbers in the room to recite the mission statement or the values, you 

know I always put my hand up.  In fact I kind of enjoy telling all the other plumbers, letting them 

know that I know the values well and everything, and I always tell you what a great boss you are as 

I leave that meeting. But you begin to hear stories from the field that when I’m out doing these jobs 

that I’m not really doing my best, that sometimes I cut corners to save time.  Sometimes I’m just 

lazy and don’t really want to do it right.  I’m padding my hours on the clock by driving really, really 

slow to the job and really, really slow home from the job.  And I don’t treat the customers very well.  

In fact I’m kind of rude sometimes.   

Now, as the owner of the company, is that going to matter to you?  Big time!  And do you think it 

matters more what I do out in the field while I’m doing my work or how I act in the team meeting 

on Monday mornings?  I think that’s pretty obvious.  As a matter of fact, when you know what I’m 

doing all week long out on the job, do you think maybe you’re going to actually be a little repulsed 

by my enthusiasm and attitude in the team meeting?  Do you think it might actually be offensive?  I 

think so.  What we’re talking about there is really what we’re talking about this whole month—

stewardship!  

Stewardship is managing something on behalf of an owner, and we understand biblically that God 

owns everything—all of creation; all of the universe He owns.  But He has given us authority to 

manage what He owns.  And not only has He given us authority, but He has given, as we talked 

about last week, given us power.  That is the ability to manage things, to make things happen, to do 

things.  And He’s also given us privilege, privilege that we can steward and manage the affairs, the 

things that He owns.   

Now we talked about last week, we all have a little more power than what we’re even aware of.  We 

do have the power to do things, to make something out of this world.  And we’re also oftentimes 

very unaware of all the privilege that we possess that is to be stewarded on God’s behalf.  The 

question this morning is: how are power and privilege used?  Where do we use them?  Does power 
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get used just sort of randomly, chaotically, sporadically?  Or is there some other way?  Every now 

and then we hear about stories of random acts of kindness—sort of a sporadic use of power.  Or we 

hear of random acts of violence—the sporadic poor use of power.  But is that how power is most 

often used?  And the answer to that would be clearly, “No.”  Power flows through a grid, just like 

electricity flows through lines or natural gas flows through a system of pipelines; and what is the 

grid through which power, our ability to do things, flows?  It flows through the roles that we have.  

Roles are assignments, are arenas that we have where we exercise power and authority as stewards.   

Now I don’t know if you have thought about the various roles that you have.  I suppose there was a 

time in the world when life was very, very simple and you just simply had a family. You raised 

enough food for yourself, and so your roles were very limited. But we live in a complex world and, 

therefore, if you sit down and start to think about all of the roles that you have, you will find that 

you have many different roles, different assignments that you have in life.  These are the arenas 

where you exercise authority and power as a steward.   

I went through and started listing some of them for myself.  Some of them we have assigned to us; 

we didn’t have any say in it.  I’m a son.  Nobody asked me if I wanted to be a son.  I was born one.  

I’m a husband.  I’m a father.  I’m a grandfather.  I didn’t choose that one either, but I’m excited 

about it.  I’m an employee.  I’m a team leader.  I’m a supervisor.  I’m a citizen.  I’m a neighbor.  

I’m a friend.  And as I went through my own life and just started adding them up, I think I came up 

with about 13 or 15 different roles that I play.  These are the arenas where I exercise authority and 

use my power either for good of for bad.   

So the question this morning is:  Do these roles matter?  Are they important to God?  Does it matter 

how I use the roles that God has given to me, the assignments that I have?  Are some roles more 

important than other roles or do they all matter to God?  Those are very important questions that 

you and I need to think about and consider if we’re going to live out our life as a steward well.  In 

order to help us think through that this morning, I’m going to invite you to turn to the very last book 

in the Old Testament.  We’re going to be here for the next three weeks as we talk about stewarding 

what God has given us, because that’s what Malachi is writing to the nation of Israel about.  The 

last book in the Old Testament is the book of Malachi or, as Brian Olsen told the crowd last night 

that, as a brand new Christian, he memorized the books of the Bible and he called it Ma la
/
 che— 

you know, the Spanish prophet! (laughter)  So we’re going to be in Malachi, or Malache.   

Now the role of the prophet was a very challenging role.  The prophet’s role was to not necessarily 

see into the future, but to bring to light and shine a spotlight on what should have been obvious to 

everybody around but they were ignoring or missing it.  The prophet’s role was to say, “There’s an 

elephant in the room.”  And that’s exactly what Malachi does.  Chapter 1 and verse 1: 

The oracle of the word of the LORD to Israel through Malachi.
 
“I have loved you,” 

says the LORD. But you say, “How have You loved us?” “Was not Esau Jacob’s 

brother?” declares the LORD. “Yet I have loved Jacob.”  (*NASB Mal. 1:1-2) 

He opens this prophetic warning, this calling attention to the elephant in the room, by reminding the 

nation of Israel that they are loved by God, that they have been chosen by God, that they will be 

protected by God.  In other words, what he starts with is reminding them of all of the privilege that 

they have as God’s children—full of privilege.  We’re going to pick it up in verse 6:  God is 

speaking: 
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“A son honors his father, and a servant his master. Then if I am a father, where is My 

honor? And if I am a master, where is My respect?” says the LORD of hosts to you, O 

priests who despise My name. (Vs. 6a) 

There’s a dialogue going back and forth.  Malachi has observed all of the actions and the words that 

have come out of the people of God, and he’s also heard from God.  And so now you get this sort of 

back and forth dialogue and God says, “Listen, I am a Father and a Master.  I am the Owner.  I’m 

the Owner of everything.  Where is the respect and the honor due to Me as your Master, as your 

Father?  You show respect and honor to an earthly father, an earthly master, but why are you not 

respecting Me?  Why are you disrespecting Me?” And He specifically points to the priests.   

These are the Levitical priests and, as we will see here, they have a very specific responsibility and 

a role that God has given them to play.  They were to do two things:  they were to represent man 

before God through the sacrifices that they made in the temple and the offerings that they offered.  

They represented man before God in that way.  It was how men connected to God, through them 

and through the sacrifices they offered—a very important role.  But they also had a second piece to 

their role, and that was that they represented God to men.  They instructed the people; they taught 

the people; they were to communicate from God both in their actions and in their attitudes and in 

their words what God wanted the people to know and see.  And what God is saying is, “You’ve 

been given this very specific role; why are you not honoring and respecting Me, why are you not 

worshiping Me in this role that I have given you?”  End of verse 6: 

“But you say, ‘How have we despised Your name?’  

            How have we disregarded your name?  God answers, verse 7: 
 
 

“You are presenting defiled (or corrupted) food upon My altar.” But you say, ‘How 

have we defiled You?’ In that you say, ‘The table of the LORD is to be despised.’ 
 “

But 

when you present the blind for sacrifice, is it not evil? And when you present the lame 

and sick, is it not evil? Why not offer it to your governor? Would he be pleased with 

you? Or would he receive you kindly?” says the LORD of hosts. “But now will you not 

entreat God’s favor, that He may be gracious to us? With such an offering on your 

part, will He receive any of you kindly?” says the LORD of hosts. (Vs. 7-9) 

God was very specific about the kinds of sacrifices that were to be brought.  They were to bring the 

oldest lamb, the best lamb, a lamb without blemish, without spot, because that sacrifice represented 

and symbolized the One who would come ultimately to be the perfect sacrifice for our sins.  But 

they were bringing any old, sick, lame, blind lamb.  They wanted the advantage of keeping the best 

for themselves and they were offering God something far less than their best.  And God says, “You 

show spite; you show disrespect to Me.  You show disrespect to the meaning that I intended for this 

sacrifice in what you do when you don’t bring the best.  And it’s offensive to Me.  It’s not 

acceptable to Me.”  Verse 10: 

“Oh that there were one among you who would shut the gates, that you might not 

uselessly kindle fire on My altar! I am not pleased with you,” says the LORD of hosts, 

“nor will I accept an offering from you.”  

 This is so offensive that they were not carrying out the role that God had given them in the way He 

wanted them to that He said it would be better if somebody just had the courage to come and lock 

the gates of the temple and shut it down! “Don’t bring Me your worthless sacrifices.  Don’t go 

through the motions and just play the game without your heart being in it, without not doing it the 
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way that I wanted you to do it because it has meaning and it needs to be done the way I asked you to 

do it because it represents Me.”  Verse 11: 

“For from the rising of the sun, even to its setting, My name will be great among the 

nations, and in every place incense is going to be offered to My name, and a grain 

offering that is pure; for My name will be great among the nations,” says the LORD of 

hosts.”  

You see what God was wanting to do as these people carried out their role was to enhance His own 

reputation, to cause the entire world to see how great, how awesome He is, that God desires pure 

worship, appropriate worship, that it would be throughout the entire world.  And why does God 

want His own name and reputation to be enhanced?  Because God is absolutely perfect.  He desires 

that people would value that which is most valuable and they would love that which is most lovely.  

And who is most valuable?  What is most lovely?  It is God Himself.  And that’s the significant role 

that God had given these Levitical priests, to make God’s name famous, to enhance His reputation. 

And yet they treated it carelessly; they despised it; they did not bring their best, and God was 

offended by their very poor effort at this very significant thing He had given them to do.  Verse 12: 

“But you are profaning My name, in that you say, ‘The table of the Lord is defiled, 

and as for its fruit, its food is to be despised.’ “You also say, ‘My, how tiresome it is!’ 

And you disdainfully sniff at it,” says the LORD of hosts, “and you bring what was 

taken by robbery, and what is lame or sick; so you bring the offering! Should I 

receive that from your hand?” says the LORD. 
 
“But cursed be the swindler who has a 

male in his flock and vows it (promises to give it), but sacrifices a blemished animal to 

the Lord, for I am a great King,” says the LORD of hosts, “and My name is feared 

among the nations.” (Vs. 12-14) 

Not only were their actions offensive to God, their attitude stunk as well.  They came in saying, 

“This is tiresome; this is boring; why do we have to do this?  I’m sick and tired of this.”  They 

sniffed at it sort of like...sniff, “Why do we have to do that?”  Both their attitudes and their actions 

were not in keeping with the significant role that God had given them to play. 

Now you say, “Mark, that’s a really good passage.  Sounds like you maybe ought to be preaching 

that to the pastors and the missionaries.  You know, what’s the parallel for us here?  I mean, aren’t 

you the priests?”  Well, no, this is very important theology that we need to understand.  It’s so 

critical to how you and I live out our lives.  If you miss this, you will fail to be a good steward for 

the rest of your life.  As I mentioned, the Levitical priesthood had two specific responsibilities:  One 

was to represent man before God.  When Jesus Christ, the One who was pictured in these sacrifices 

came, He became forever our great High Priest.  He took that part of the role on Himself.  There is 

no man who can represent other men before God.  Jesus Christ is our representative.  He is our great 

High Priest.  He did it once and for all, offered as a sacrifice so that we all have access to God the 

Father.  That part Jesus took on Himself. 

But here’s the very, very important thing: The second function of representing God before man, He 

now has assigned and given as a role to be played by every single believer in Jesus.  Peter said this 

very clearly in 1 Peter, chapter 2.  He said, “You, believers, are a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 

people for God’s own possession, and why are you called into this role of being a priest?  That you 

might proclaim the excellencies of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.”  

Every single one of you in this auditorium this morning, if you have believed in Jesus, is a priest.  

You represent God before men—and you bring your priesthood to every single role that you have, 
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that you occupy. Therefore, just as the temple altar was the place where the Levitical priests offered 

worship, every single role that you possess, occupy, is an altar of worship.  And therefore it matters 

to God how you use, exercise your power, your authority, your privilege in every single role that He 

has given you.  Not one is more important, not one is more sacred than the other; they are all sacred.  

Every single role that you have either chosen or has been assigned to you is sacred.  And what you 

do in that role either, as worship, magnifies and exults the name of Jesus and draws people to Him 

or it diminishes and detracts from His reputation.  That is exceedingly important theology. 

We must understand that if we are not bringing our best, if our attitudes and our actions are not 

coming out of righteousness, not a reflection of the righteousness of God in the roles that we play, 

then it is unacceptable; it is not okay, and it’s offensive to God.  In every single role, you and I are 

priests; we represent God before men.  That’s why in chapter 2, in verse 1, we get the sense of how 

much this mattered:  

“And now this commandment is for you (to us), O priests. If you do not listen, and if 

you do not take it to heart to give honor to My name,” (in the roles that I have assigned 

you), says the LORD of hosts, “then I will send the curse upon you, and I will curse 

your blessings; and indeed, I have cursed them already, because you are not taking it 

to heart.” (Chapter 2:1-2) 

This is serious; take it to heart.  “I will curse your blessings.”  What does that mean?  I think what 

he is saying is your very blessings will become a burden to you.  The very things that God intended 

to be good will become burdensome and tiresome and difficult for you.  If you don’t obey me, if 

you don’t understand what your life is to be about in every role that you occupy, if you don’t do it 

as an act of worship, if you don’t use your power and authority the way that God intended it, then 

there’s a curse that is going to be upon you.  “The very blessings that I have given you will become 

a burden to you.”  Verse 3: 

Behold, I am going to rebuke your offspring, (this is even going to affect your children 

it says) and I will spread refuse on your faces, the refuse of your feasts; and you will 

be taken away with it (like garbage). Then you will know that I have sent this 

commandment to you, that My covenant may continue with Levi,” says the LORD of 

hosts.  (Vs. 3-4) 

Again he’s reminding them that he gave them an assignment.  We find that assignment in Numbers, 

chapters 3-5.  The Levites were given an assignment.  And He said, “Maybe if you experience some 

pain and some suffering, you will understand how important it is to Me that you live out this role 

and obey Me in this role carefully, thoroughly.  It matters.”   And then He holds up Levi as a great 

example of what it means to carry out the role.  Verse 5: 

 “My covenant with him was one of life and peace, and I gave these assignments to 

him as an object of reverence; so he revered Me and stood in awe of My name. 
 
True 

instruction was in his mouth and unrighteousness was not found on his lips; he 

walked with Me in peace and uprightness, and he turned many back from iniquity.  

(He had a huge influence.) 
 
For the lips of a priest should preserve knowledge, and men 

should seek instruction from his mouth; for he is the messenger of the LORD of hosts.  
           (Vs. 5-7) 
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Do you hear those words being spoken to you this morning in the roles that you have?  You 

represent God in each and every one of those roles, and He’s saying to you that we should be like 

Levi who walked in obedience and uprightness.   The very words, the attitudes, the actions of Levi’s 

heart, brought people to God.  They sought his instruction.  He turned many from the error of their 

ways by the way he lived and by the way he conducted himself, many responded to God rightly.  

Verse 8: 

“But as for you, you have turned aside from the way; you have caused many to 

stumble by the instruction you give; you have corrupted the covenant of Levi,” says 

the LORD of hosts. 
 “

So I also have made you despised and abased before all the 

people, just as you are not keeping My ways, but are showing partiality in the 

instruction.”  (Vs. 8-9) 

In contrast to Levi, these Levitical priests were picking and choosing the things that they wanted to 

obey.  They were going through the motions; the sacrifice happened but they weren’t doing it the 

way God wanted it to be done.  Can we pick and choose how we should live in the roles that we’ve 

been assigned or chosen?  Absolutely not!  And if we do pick and choose—sort of selective 

obedience—the world looks on and says what?  Hypocrite!  The number one reason people give for 

not following Jesus is the behaviors, the attitudes of people who say they are following Jesus. 

Now I understand many people just use that as a convenient excuse but the reality is, oftentimes in 

the various roles we play, we’ve had selective obedience.  We’ve said, “Well, you know, the world 

just doesn’t do it that way in this role.”  That’s absolutely correct.  Every role that there is, the world 

has a culture, a way of doing that particular role, but we can’t just go along as a Christ-follower.  

We have to think about how God wants us to live as a priest in that role.  How do we represent Him 

well?  What does it mean with our attitudes and our actions to use our power and our authority as 

Jesus did to advantage others for redemptive purposes, for restoration, for flourishing, to create 

goodness?  That’s what God has called each and every one of us to. 

So what is the application again of this?  It’s pretty clear isn’t it?  We are priests.  Every single 

follower of Jesus is a priest.  I am no more a priest than you.  So when I go to a function, stop 

asking me to pray, (laughter) like somehow I have some different standing with God than you do.  

We are all priests together.  We have one great High Priest, right, who represents us before God.  

Every single one of us who believes in Jesus, in this room this morning, is a priest, and therefore 

every single role that you play in life is an altar of worship. 

On October 14
th

 I had the role of son.  I was a son to Bob and Bev Kremer.  I sought to be the kind 

of son that would honor God, to be a priest.  On October 15
th

 my dad went to be with Jesus, 

suddenly.  I’m still a son.  Now I’m a son to Bev Kremer, and I must think, “How does God want 

me to be a priest, to represent Him, to use my power and my authority to serve her, to love her.”  

That is a serious thing that I must think about, because it is a role that has been assigned to me.  And 

if I fail to exercise my power and authority rightly, as it relates to that particular role, do you think 

God will look with any more favor on the role that I am in, standing before you this morning?  Is it 

possible that He might find it even offensive that I stand here and do this, this morning, if I fail to 

live out my priestly role in the service of my mother?   

I am a boss.  I have people that work for me.  Some of them are going through very hard things 

right now, and I have a responsibility as a priest to think about how I need to serve them, to love, to 

help them, so they can flourish, so they can be restored, so they can do what God’s called them to 



 7 

do.  And if I fail to do that, do you think God will be honored by my singing, my praising, whether I 

raise my hand, get excited or not?  I say He will not.  He would say, “Shut it down; it’s offensive.” 

I’m a citizen.  I have responsibility to my community.  Have I thought about what it means to be a 

priest in my community...to my neighbor? The reality is that whether we get this, whether we 

understand that every role I have is an altar of worship that matters to God, it makes all the 

difference in the world about the way we live our life, whether we’ll ever be a good steward or not.  

This matters!  And when I seek to obediently follow God and do what He wants me to do and to 

exercise my power and authority in every role that I have, then God’s reputation and name is 

enhanced.  And if I fail to carry out my priestly responsibility in each and every role that I have, 

God’s name and reputation is diminished.  That’s why it matters. 

Now we are sitting here this morning and I am standing here this morning as a very imperfect 

example of this.  We are all on the journey to learning how to do this in every single role that we 

have.  I must continue to learn how to be a husband, how to be a father, and the roles change as 

times change.  I need to learn how to be an employee, and I have not arrived yet.  We need to help 

each other get this right though because our primary place of worship is in the roles that we have.  

This worship here is secondary.  The worship you carry out, the way you conduct yourself, use your 

power in the roles you’ve been given, is your primary place of worship.  So we must think and pray 

and seek to obey God with the right attitude and the right actions in every single role we’ve been 

assigned. 

In a second I’m going to pray and then we’re going to celebrate the Lord ’s Table together—

communion.  What we are celebrating in communion is that, while we are still trying to figure out 

how to worship God appropriately in all of these roles, there is One who absolutely, perfectly 

carried out the role that was assigned to Him.  The role of being the Savior of the world, Jesus 

Christ did it absolutely perfectly.  As costly as it was, as painful as it was, He carried out His role to 

perfection, and because of that, you and I have life and forgiveness and righteousness and meaning 

and purpose to every role we have.  Praise God! 

Father, help us to take Your words seriously, to understand that we are priests.  We are 

priest attorneys.  We are priest teachers.  We are priest construction workers.  We are 

priest moms and priest fathers and husbands and priest wives, and what we do matters to 

You.  God, help us to live well in this regard and thank You, thank You, Lord Jesus, for 

absolutely, perfectly living the role that was given to You, to empty Yourself of privilege 

and status, and humble Yourself to the point of death, even death on a cross, because You 

so loved us.  Thank You...thank You!  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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