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This weekend marks the tenth anniversary of two significant things that happened in our church on 

this same weekend ten years ago. One of those was the launching of the For This Purpose I Live 

campaign which was really a monumental moment for us as a church—taking some big steps of 

faith and some of that relates to the facilities and to our mission in India and reaching our city—and 

it was a very significant moment in the life of our church ten years ago. That same weekend we 

launched our stewardship ministry. One of the things we’d realized over the months leading up to 

that was that we’d not done a good job at all of teaching what the Bible had to say about money and 

wealth and giving and material things. And so we made a very conscious effort to begin a 

stewardship ministry.  We hired Brad Brestel to be the stewardship pastor, to have classes and 

coaching and counseling, and then to regularly teach at least three times a year from the pulpit or 

the lack of a pulpit, from the stage, about what the Bible has to say about these things—about 

stewardship. And over the course of these last ten years, God has really taken us, together, on a 

journey towards generosity. We have not arrived yet but there have been some amazing things that 

God has done in our hearts, individually, and then what we’ve been able to see God do, collectively, 

as we’ve grabbed ahold of this biblical vision of stewardship.  

 

We’ll share a couple of those things next week and the following week, of things that God has done 

specifically. One of the things that we’ve done every new year then, on the anniversary of that, we 

always have a couple of messages on stewardship. So if you go back, and I’ve calculated over ten 

years, at least three messages a year, there have been at least thirty messages on stewardship over 

the last ten years. If you throw in time and talent and how we steward those things, we’re talking 

about between thirty and fifty messages. We’ve covered many of the significant biblical texts that 

talk about money and finances and giving. Some of them we’ve actually gone over twice. And so I 

was given the responsibility of taking these next three weeks, until Bryan returns and we go back to 

Galatians.  By the way, he’s coming along nicely and he plans to be back part-time in the office in 

just a week or so and then back here in three weeks, and we go back to Galatians. But, what could 

we do?  What have we not talked about as it relates to this concept of stewardship? So, for the next 

couple of weeks we want to talk about stewarding our whole life and, particularly this morning, two 

things we really haven’t talked about in the past and that is stewarding power and privilege.  

 

Now I want us to define these terms as we get started this morning. The first term that we need to 

define is this word steward or stewardship because, frankly, this is not a word that we use very 

often in life. The only stewards we know are the people that tell us to lock our tray up and to put our 

seat in an upright position as we prepare to land. Or, maybe on a cruise, somebody that brings fresh 

linen to your cabin. But a steward is someone who manages something on behalf of someone else. 

 

We understand from the Scriptures that God is the owner of everything. He owns the entire 

creation. We do not have ownership but we have been given authority as stewards, as managers of 

creation and, even more so, of our particular part of that creation—what He’s entrusted to us. So a 

steward is someone who has authority but not ownership over something that God has given to us. 

It’s important that life really is about stewardship; it’s important to remember that.  Everything that 

we do in life is really about stewarding something. None of it really belongs to us; it belongs to 

Him.   
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Now let’s think specifically this morning about power and privilege and status and how we steward 

these things. Power, in its simplest definition, is the ability to make something out of the world. It is 

using our time, our talent, our resources, our roles, our relationships to make something out of the 

world. That’s power. You and I all have power.  In fact, just because we were born in this century, 

in this country, we have more power as an average person than most people have had over the 

course of history. We have the ability to make something out of the world; we get to choose and 

decide things and what we’re going to do and what we’re going to make, and that is power. How do 

we think rightly about the power that we have?  Are we even aware of the power that we have? And 

how is it to be stewarded; what are we to do with this power?  

 

Now another important word and concept alongside power is the word privilege. Privileges are 

benefits that flow to us through no immediate effort of our own. They are things that simply flow to 

us because of past exercises of power, often times that someone else, long before us, exercised 

power but we’re continuing to receive the benefits. These are privileges. Privileges would include 

things like your inheritance, right? Someone else exercised power and you received the benefits of 

it; it’s passed down to you. Living in America, we have the privilege of freedom—the things that 

Brian was thanking God for in his prayer just a few moments ago.  All of the freedoms that we 

enjoy, we didn’t do anything for those things. Those are privileges that just flow to us. Retirement is 

a privilege. Previous exercise of power allowed you to accumulate enough that you can retire; you 

don’t have to work anymore. That’s a privilege that flows to you. Perhaps your family name, there 

are many, many privileges that we have, and most of the time we’re quite unaware of all the 

privileges we have. There is so much that flows to us that we really have exercised no power in 

order to accumulate. What are we supposed to do? How are we to think about privileges?  

 

And then there’s this word status, this concept of status which means rank. The world is enamored 

by status. Every day there is the release of some new top-ten list of something, right? The top-ten 

best places to live...the worst-ten places to live...I mean we are constantly trying to rank each other 

and rank things in some sort of order—placing a higher value—as the higher the number, the higher 

the value, the more important it is. The lower the number, the less important it is. And the world is 

enamored with status. Where do I fit? Where do I rank in comparison with others? And many 

decisions and exercises of power that people use are to accumulate greater status. We spend a great 

deal of our power trying to attain status or at least trying not to lose our status. But how do we think 

about status from God’s perspective? What’s the biblical perspective on status?  

 

Well, these are very profound and important questions, questions that we will not completely 

answer this morning, but I hope that you will not fail to continually think and evaluate power, 

privilege and status in your own life. To help us this morning, let’s turn to Philippians 2 where we 

see that God really has something very important to say to us about these things. Philippians 2:1-11.  

 

Paul wrote this letter to the church at Philippi, this church that he wanted to encourage and motivate 

and challenge to live out their faith to the fullest.  That’s really the nature of this letter. It’s a very 

encouraging letter that’s just saying, “Hey, we’re in this thing together; let’s keep on pursuing the 

things that God wants because He’s begun His good work in us.” And in chapter two he speaks 

specifically to the question of power and privilege. Chapter 2, verse 1:  

 

Therefore if there is any encouragement in Christ, if there is any consolation of love, 

if there is any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and compassion, make my joy 

complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, 

intent on one purpose. (*NASB, Philippians 1:1-2)  



3 
 

You’ll notice in verse one there are these four phases; each one starts with an “if”.  We would say 

“since”. What he is saying is, “If this is true...and we know it is,” we would say, “Since this is true”. 

And what is he saying? He’s saying that we together, as believers in Christ, have received so much 

because of our faith in Christ. We have received encouragement in Christ; we have security of His 

love; we have this connection with God through the Spirit, and we have a new heart, a heart that is 

now one that can have compassion and love for others. This we have received, Paul says, as a result 

of our faith in Christ. Since we have these things, now what? He says in verse 2...make my joy 

complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one 

purpose. 
 

Paul was not content just to make converts. His goal went far beyond just seeing people put their 

faith in Christ.  He wanted to see people come to full maturity. He wanted to see them live out fully 

in day to day life this new life that God had started within them. And what he’s saying is, “What 

would really make me joyful, what would really be deeply satisfying to me, is if we would all be on 

the same page, if we would all be committed to the same thing. He uses the same word twice in 

verse two, being of the same mind and intent on one purpose. It’s really the same word; it’s: 

have this same mindset. And then he says in the middle two phrases, maintaining the same love, 

united in spirit. He’s basically saying there ought to be this deep commitment to one another 

towards the things that I’m just about to share with you. So there ought to be an emotional 

commitment to this and a mental commitment to this—what I’m about to share. Really, what Paul is 

about to unveil for us is the culture that he wants to be the prevailing culture of the church. What 

he’s calling us to is the way he wants the church to operate, the way we, as Christians, should 

operate in our day-to-day life—what should define us.  

 

Just like a coach will always talk about the culture of the team, there’s an operating system within 

any kind of athletic team or within any kind of a company. And so the culture of that organization 

or that team is very, very important to the success of the team. They all have to be on the same 

page; they ought to be thinking the same way. Now there’s going to be a thousand differences still 

but, in these things, we ought to think the same and act the same and be committed equally to these 

things. This is Paul saying the culture Jesus wants to see developed within the church is the 

Kingdom culture that should be flowing out of our life in Christ. Well, what exactly is it? Verse 3:  
 

Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one 

another as more important than yourselves;  
 

First of all, Paul acknowledges there is power involved. He says, “Do nothing.”  Here he’s talking 

about how not to use your power. But whenever you see the word do, you’re recognizing it’s talking 

about your exercise of power. So here he’s saying how we should not exercise power, and he says 

two things: We should not use our power selfishly; we should not be seeking to advantage ourselves 

over others with our power.  We should not be using our power to accumulate privileges for 

ourselves. That is not the appropriate way for Christians to use the power they have. Power should 

not be exercised in order to advantage myself, often at the disadvantage of others—not a self-focus. 

Nor should it be used, he says, in empty conceit. Nothing we do should be done out of empty 

conceit. That’s purely Paul’s way of saying seeking status. Don’t use your power to climb the 

ladder of success.  Don’t use your power to seek a higher rank or a higher status to make yourself 

appear to be more.  

 

We all have seen, no doubt, on National Geographic or a program or something else, the puffer fish. 

You know it’s not a very big fish but, in order to sort of scare off the other big predators it does 
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what? It puffs itself up, right? It fills itself up with air so that it looks like this huge, intimidating 

thing. And that’s really what he’s talking about here. Don’t puff yourself up; don’t use your power 

to make yourself appear bigger or better or more or greater than someone else. That’s empty conceit 

because, in reality, we are no greater than someone else.  

 

He acknowledges that these are ways that perhaps we exercised power before we knew Christ.  In 

fact for most of us, this is the operating system we were raised with, right? You used your power to 

advantage yourself; you used your power to accumulate more status, more privileges for yourself. 

And Paul is saying, “This is not the culture of the church. I’m turning it all upside down; none of 

that ought to be true of us.” And he doesn’t say, “Now most of the time you shouldn’t do this. You 

know, “Don’t do it in the church building; don’t do it in your small group; don’t do this at home.” 

No, he says do nothing out of these motivations. Don’t exercise your power ever to advantage 

yourself or to seek a higher status. That means at work; that means in the community; that means 

everywhere you and I go as believers in Christ. We are not to use our power in these ways. End of 

verse 3:  

...but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves;  
 

Here’s the contrast; here’s how we ought to view others. This is how we ought to use our power—

we are to be humble of mind. That means to assess ourselves accurately. And when we accurately 

see ourselves, when we get God’s perspective on who we are, there are two things that stand out 

immediately.  One is that I am very small. Even the most powerful person, from a world’s 

perspective on earth, is still very small. And I am equal to every single other human being on earth. 

I have the same dignity and worth, not more, not less. I am equal to every other human being on 

earth. And when I accurately assess myself and I look then at others through those eyes of saying no 

matter who I’m talking to, no matter who I’m dealing with, no matter who it is that I see or I 

interact with around me, they are no less and no more than me. We are fellow human beings of 

equal dignity and worth in the eyes of God.  But I need to go even beyond that. He says ...but with 

humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves; 

 

It’s not enough just to see ourselves as equal but what Paul is saying is that God wants the people of 

the church literally to view everyone else as having a greater status and value than ourselves. We 

should consider ourselves to be beneath others in terms of status. We should see others as more 

important than ourselves—not just a few, but everyone. If that’s our mindset, our mentality, it 

absolutely changes how we view and interact with every single person, doesn’t it?  

 

You know it’s very, very subtle how we use power and privilege, and how other people view us and 

how sometimes we’re very unaware of even the things that we do that communicate that somehow 

we see ourselves as above or better than someone else.  

 

It really came home to me on our last trip to India. There were four of us who were driving out in 

the middle of nowhere in India on a trip to help these people establish their agricultural economic 

base as this church-planting movement. Yes, I’m a farmer by birth and by trade, and I know that’s 

surprising to some of you but it’s true, isn’t it, Steve? Yeah. We went together but the roads are 

crazy in India and people are honking and moving around. But we got off onto these little trails—

back into the villages where God was doing this church-planting movement—and we were in two 

SUV’s. Our drivers, very young men, were driving like maniacs (laughter). There were people 

drying their crops in the road; there were people herding goats, herding sheep; there were families 

walking, and I mean to tell you, they just plowed through these people, honking the horn, sending 
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the goats flying all different directions! They didn’t kill anything, I don’t think, but I became very, 

very uncomfortable. My thinking was: we’re trying to bring Jesus to these people and we’re flying 

through here like we’re some big shots! And we kept telling these drivers, “Slow down; stop; don’t 

do this; stop doing this!” And then it dawned on me. This wasn’t them doing this because we were 

big shots. They were doing this because these young men who had come from nothing and nowhere 

were driving big fancy SUV’s! This was about: they were somebody...and, by golly, they were 

going to show everybody, “You peons, get out of the way because I’m important and we’re coming 

through!” How subtle is it that we can exercise power in ways to advantage ourselves and to 

communicate to others, “You are less”. And Paul is saying it ought to be just the opposite among 

God’s people.  Every person we encounter should walk away with the sense that we have viewed 

them as more important than ourselves. He clarifies it further in verse 4:  

 

     ...do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others. 
 

He does not say there is no place to look out for your own interests; we have to provide for 

ourselves and protect ourselves. That’s a part of being made in the image of God. But the ...but also 

for the interests of others is a very important conjunction because what it’s saying is you should 

give equal attention to the interests of others. In other words, as I make every single decision in my 

life and I say, “Okay, what’s the advantage of this decision for me,” that, as a Christian who wants 

to follow Christ, that I would equally ask the question, “How will this decision affect others?” 

What’s the impact of my exercise of power, my use of privilege on others? Both of those things are 

equal, he’s saying. Personal interest and what’s the impact on others—those two things must always 

be weighed in the culture of Jesus in the Kingdom culture equally. Imagine how radical that 

becomes and what an incredible light in our world that would be if, for instance, every husband, 

every wife made every decision in the home based on not only their own personal interests but how 

does this affect everyone else?  How does this affect my wife; how does this affect my husband? 

Those things are given equal weight, and I consider the other person as more important than myself. 

I view the other person as having a higher rank and status than myself. Even though we are equal, I 

consider them, I treat them in a way that they’re higher; they’re greater; they’re better—and I give 

equal attention to their interests. How would that change the business world if every Christian 

business owner made every single decision in business, not only about what’s the advantage to us, 

but how does this decision impact every single other person—all the employees, all the customers, 

the community at large? What would happen if God’s people took God seriously and actually 

encompassed this culture as our operating system? It would change everything.   

 

We understand ways that people use power and privilege badly in the world and seek to accumulate 

status and disadvantage others. We see all that but, you know, it’s possible for that to happen even 

within the church. It’s possible to try to use spiritual means to elevate oneself. I’m amazed 

sometimes at the way that, by serving and even by giving, we can elevate ourselves above others. 

Some people use their giving as a way of accumulating more power and status for themselves 

within the Christian community. I worked for a family like that thirty years ago who did all the right 

things in order to be somebody in the Christian community. You get invited onto boards; you get to 

do important things; you’re looked at as a super-spiritual person if you give and serve and do 

different things. But that is never to be our motivation.  I’m sure as the Philippians heard this and, 

as you and I listen to these words, we say, “Is it possible?” Show me an example of somebody who 

lives this way, who uses all of their power for the advantage of others, who lays aside privilege and 

status for some greater thing. Who could we look to for a role model for that? Verse 5:  
 

Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 
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Paul is going to present Jesus to us, not just as our Savior and our Lord, but as a role model to be 

emulated, someone to pattern our life after in this regard. Verse 6:  
 

...who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a 

thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and 

being made in the likeness of men. Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled 

Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. (Vs. 6-8) 

 

There’s a very important word here to understand in verse 7—He emptied Himself—what did He 

empty Himself of? He did not empty Himself of being God. He was still God. He did not empty 

Himself of power; we see that clearly as Jesus walked on the earth. He had power, but what He did 

empty Himself of was privilege and status that went along with being God. He laid it aside; He 

emptied Himself of all of the privilege and status that was rightfully His. And the Creator became 

the Creature made in the likeness of God. The One who was eternally existent and equal to God 

was, in fact, God, and became a bond-servant of the Father. He placed Himself under; He humbled 

Himself and became a bond-servant and then took on the form of the creature—became fully man 

while maintaining His deity. And He became obedient to the point of death, to the lowest point in 

the human experience. Death is the worst thing that happens to human beings. It’s when life is gone 

but He became obedient and humbled Himself to the point of death, but not just death, but the 

worst, most horrific kind of death, a death on a cross. That death was reserved for slaves who were 

criminals; slaves who were criminals got crucifixion. Jesus went all the way down the ladder of 

status to the absolute lowest rung on the ladder and died a slave criminal’s death—because that’s 

where I am. And because He loved me so much, He laid aside all of His privilege and status for this 

greater good of loving me and redeeming me and restoring me. And Jesus never used His power to 

advantage Himself or to elevate Himself in status or to accumulate more privileges. All of His 

power was poured out in loving others, by redeeming and restoring and inviting people in, to lift 

them up. As He went down, down, down, He raised people up, up, up—and that is our role model. 

That’s who we are to emulate in our day-to-day life. That is how we are to use power; that is how 

we are to look at privilege; that is how we are to view status. Just like Jesus did!  

 

At first glance you have to say, “That seems impossible! That seems impossible to live that way! 

How does one literally look at others as more important—lay down your status, lay down your 

privileges, love other people like that?   It’s impossible; that’s pie in the sky thinking, Mark, never 

going to happen.” Do you honestly think Paul would lay this vision out if it weren’t possible? I 

don’t. In the flesh, apart from Christ, apart from the Spirit living within us, could we do this? 

Absolutely not! But the seeds of this life—this Jesus life—have been planted in your heart. You are 

a new creation in Christ and it is possible, because of the life of Jesus living in you and me, for this 

to become the way we live.  

 

Were the Philippians there yet? No, they were not. Had Paul arrived at this perfectly? In chapter 

three he tells us, “I haven’t arrived yet but I’m pressing on to lay hold of this vision.” Have I arrived 

yet? Absolutely not! I’m so convicted by this passage. Have we arrived yet? No. Has the church 

anywhere arrived yet? No. But are we on the journey towards this Kingdom vision?  Is this our 

goal? The reality is that the Philippians and many other small pockets of Christians—churches that 

were planted all around the known world in New Testament times—took these words seriously. 

And while it was not quick, what happened over the next two to three hundred years is absolutely 

stunning because it was, as the Christian community lived this value system, that the Roman Empire 

literally went from arresting, torturing and executing Christians to embracing Christianity. And if 

you read historians, they will tell you that one of the primary things that caused that transformation 
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of the entire civilized world was this life being lived out by the people of God in city after city, 

village after village, and people were stunned by the way Christians used their power to advantage 

others, to lift others up—how they disregarded status and would care for the lowest of low—and it 

was that life that literally transformed the world. God wants to do it again. What was the result of 

Jesus living this kind of life? Verse 9:  

 

For this reason also, [Because He was willing to lay aside status and privilege to love us.] 

God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, 

so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and 

on earth and under the earth, and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is 

Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (Vs. 9-11) 

 

Because Jesus loved so well, because He did not regard the status and privilege of being God 

something to be hung on to, but he emptied Himself, because love was the greater principle in His 

life, God exalted Him and named Him number One—supreme over everything and everyone for all 

of eternity. Jesus did not exalt Himself but the Father exalted Him. The amazing thing that we see 

when you read Revelation, the end of the story, is: what does Jesus do with His new number One 

elevated supreme ruler status? What does He do? He invites every single one of His followers to 

come and rule and reign with Him. He shares the inheritance that the Father gives Him. Even in His 

glorified state He’s still thinking about others; He’s still advantaging others. That’s what gives God 

the greatest joy! It’s not just to have this for Himself but to share who He is and all that He has—the 

riches that He has—with everyone else. That’s where your greatest joy and my greatest joy is.   

 

Who will be the greatest in the heaven? You know the disciples argued about that all the time. Who 

would have the highest status? And Jesus said, “That’s up to the Father to decide but if you want to 

be great in God’s Kingdom, learn to be like Me. Be the servant of all; go all the way to the bottom; 

consider everyone else more important than yourself. Look not only for your interests; look on the 

interests for others. Jesus said, “The person who does that will be great in God’s Kingdom.” I think 

the reality is this: that there will be some people that, when we get to eternity, who we will 

absolutely admire and look up to and they will be great in the Kingdom. And you know who they 

will be? They will be the people who never once gave a thought to their rank or status in this life or 

the next. They simply followed Jesus. You see followers of Jesus follow Jesus, especially when it 

comes to how we use power and how we view privilege and what we do with status. There are 

seeds that have been planted in our hearts of this kind of life—this new Kingdom life, this new 

Kingdom culture—they’ve been planted in us when we believed and there are sprouts; there are 

signs of life popping up all over our church, where you begin to see this becoming reality in our 

lives.  

 

I was reminded yesterday when I went home for lunch. I went out the east entrance for some reason. 

I just went that way instead of the way I normally go out, and I noticed a bunch of cars out by the 

shed out here on the east, and all of a sudden it dawned on me—it’s Car Care Saturday. I stopped 

and here are a dozen or so guys and one gal who is running for parts and everything else, and 

there’s no insulation and there’s no heating—only a couple of little space heaters in there. And from 

8:00 am yesterday morning until 5:00 pm yesterday afternoon, these people laid aside their privilege 

of a rest day, a day off, and they used their power to take care of vehicles for women from the 

Friendship Home who were abused, for women who had come through the Crisis Pregnancy Center, 

who couldn’t afford to fix their vehicle, for women from our own church, single moms, who have 

no ability to fix this thing they must have in order to do life, and they laid aside their privilege and 

poured out their power—and I was moved.  
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There are signs of that all over the place and I meet with business people from our church who 

understand that God owns their business, and they are literally making every single decision about, 

“How this will affect my employees? How will this affect the community? How can I advantage 

others? How can I use this thing, steward this power I have as a business owner, to do something 

really good—really God-like? There are people—I see it in our benevolence fund—I mean, when I 

came thirteen years ago on staff, we had like $3,000 to $5,000 in our benevolence fund and every 

time we had communion, we begged people to give to the benevolence fund. Last year we gave 

away $150,000.  We paid light bills; we paid all kinds of bills—medical bills for people who 

couldn’t afford it—and that fund—we now get kind of concerned when it gets below $30,000.  I 

mean, people have become generous and I know that’s just the tip of the iceberg because many of 

us are giving to people out of our pocket because we don’t even want the tax advantage. There are 

signs of this Kingdom Life springing up everywhere.  

 

But I ask the question: What if this culture, this new way of living came to full bloom? What if this 

is what we were known for? What if the church in America became known for this culture, this way 

of living, what would happen? I think the world would be changed.  

 

Let us never forget that the cross is the symbol of the Christian faith—not a throne, not a position of 

power—but the cross—emptying ourselves for the sake of others. Jesus invites us into that way of 

living.  

 

 

Father, may it be so; may it be so among us. I confess, Lord Jesus, that so much of my 

exercise of power is out of alignment with this truth. Convict us; shape our thinking; shape 

our acting to rightly reflect the culture, the value system of the Kingdom that You want to 

be the prevailing culture of Your people, the church. In Jesus’ Name. Amen  
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