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Dec. 7/8, 2013 

 The Light is Revealed 
Luke 2:22-38 

Pastor Dan Moeller 

I have a confession to make; I like Christmas lights. I really do like going and seeing Christmas 

lights. In our family we have a tradition that may be somewhat like yours. We, as a family, like to 

get in our van and go and look at different Christmas lights. We’ll bundle up the kids and usually 

the kids are in their pajamas and we’ll make some hot chocolate and we’ll drive around and find all 

the Christmas lights we can. We’ll look at places like Facebook or in the paper and see who has the 

nice displays and we’ll just go around looking at different lights. But here’s the secret—here’s the 

confession—I like the big gaudy displays.  I like the big displays where the house is all incased in 

light and there’s blow-up snowmen out and there’s all those kinds of things. I just really enjoy 

looking at those lights. In fact, to my wife’s chagrin, a couple of times I’ve tried myself to have one 

of those big house displays and fill our whole front yard with lights. I just enjoy that. When I was 

younger, actually when I was middle school, I convinced my sister that we should go after school, 

and we pulled out all the Christmas lights and we went out to the trees that went along the lane of 

our house, and I climbed up in the trees and I hung light after light after light. And my parents—

they had those old Christmas lights and those great big bulbs—and so it was just a great time 

putting those lights out into the trees. Well, that evening my mom was coming home from work and 

as she was coming—we lived on an acreage—as she’s coming over the hill, she sees the lights—the 

house. And her first belief is that the house is on fire and I kid you not, that’s what she 

thought…our house was on fire! But then, as she got closer, she saw that they were Christmas 

lights. And she reminded me last night—she was here—that actually she pulled over to the side of 

the road and she just looked at the lights for a while. See, in our family we were going through one 

of those really tough times. It was a time when we didn’t have a lot of money and we couldn’t even 

afford that year to get a Christmas tree. So all that was weighing on my mom and it was also 

weighing on my dad but as my mom was sitting there and as she was looking at those lights she said 

it just kind of all melted away, and she reflected again on the beauty of the season and what Christ 

had done.   

Why do Christmas lights have that effect on us? What do Christmas lights, these little twinkling 

lights, what do they reveal that we should take note of this Christmas season? What do they remind 

us of that is good for all of us to reflect on? That’s what we’re going to talk about this morning. 

We’re looking at the beginning—the birth of Jesus—and Josh did a great job last week from the 

book of Matthew and talking through the genealogy of Jesus. This morning we’re going to look at a 

different passage.  We’re going to look at one that sometimes we don’t even talk about during the 

Christmas season; it’s a little bit more obscure. But it’s an event that happens and I think it’s a great 

reminder about why Jesus came. It’s in the Gospel of Luke. So, if you have your Bible, go ahead 

and turn with me to Luke, chapter 2. Luke 2 is that wonderful chapter that is just chock full of the 

story of Jesus’ birth and the events that happened around that time. But we’re going to jump to 

verse 22 of the second chapter and look at some events that happened after Jesus’ birth. It says in 

verse 22:   

And when the days for their purification according to the law of Moses were 

completed, they brought Him up to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord
 
(as it is 

written in the Law of the Lord, “EVERY first-born MALE THAT OPENS THE WOMB 
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SHALL BE CALLED HOLY TO THE LORD”), and to offer a sacrifice according to what was 

said in the Law of the Lord, “A PAIR OF TURTLEDOVES OR TWO YOUNG PIGEONS.”  
          (*NASB, Luke 2:22-24) 

So we are approximately forty days from Jesus’ birth and we know that because it would have been 

forty days for Mary to go through the process of purification after she had had Jesus, that she could 

go up to the temple, that she could be a part of the dedication of Jesus. So Bethlehem is 

approximately six miles from Jerusalem. They would have made that journey up to the city of 

Jerusalem, and they would have gone to the temple to dedicate Jesus. Now this dedication is a very 

interesting picture in the life of Israel. You see, this was actually something God had commanded 

the children of Israel to do in regards, in connection to, what He had done through their captivity in 

Egypt. If you remember back to Israel’s captivity that is talked about in Exodus, the children of 

Israel are enslaved; they are enslaved by the Egyptians. And God, through Moses, is going to set 

His people free. Well, part of the judgment on Pharaoh, because of the stubbornness of his heart, is 

that all the first-born children of the Egyptians would die. But God made a provision for the 

Israelite children—that if the blood of the lamb was over the doorpost—that the child, the first-born 

would be safe inside. And so, through God’s mighty hand, we see God’s protection, but also God’s 

deliverance—God’s redemption of His people—that through that He brings the children of Israel 

out of captivity and into their new land. And so God commanded that the children of Israel would 

remember that by every time they had a firstborn, a firstborn male, they were to go and dedicate that 

child to the Lord because that child had to be redeemed. What a significant story! …because in that 

picture of what God was doing, what He was pointing to, think about that. For centuries and 

centuries families had been going to the temple and they had been dedicating their child and, as that 

child grows, they were reminded of God’s redemption, God’s provision, God’s power in delivering 

His people. And as they were doing that and as they were seeing their child grow, that reminder was 

with them on a continual basis.  

It’s similar to what we do in our baby dedication. The similarity is that we come and bring these 

infants or these children up to the stage, and we as a body bless them. But we are dedicating them to 

the Lord, asking Him for the strength and the support and the power to raise these children in an 

environment where their faith will grow.  

But the other thing that I would note for you, the children of Israel never considered that by doing 

this, that somehow salvation was imputed onto that child. And it’s similar for us. We make no 

claims to the salvation of the child through the process of baby dedication. Again, what it is about, 

it’s about the parents.  It’s about the families who will come and stand before you and they are 

purposing in their lives to raise their child in an environment that will remind that child: this is what 

God had done and this is His provision; this is His redemption.   

Well, let’s pick it up as they get to the temple and what happens. In verse 25:  

And there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; and this man was 

righteous and devout, looking for the consolation of Israel; and the Holy Spirit was 

upon him. And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see 

death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ.  (Vs. 25-26) 
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So, as they’re coming into the temple area this man named Simeon.  We don’t know a lot about 

Simeon.  He is probably up there in age; he may or may not be a priest. But he has had a sense from 

the Holy Spirit and a promise by God that he would live to see God’s Messiah. So he has been 

waiting, and he has been waiting for God to reveal to him what He had promised—that God would 

reveal to him what He was going to do. Think about it! Simeon represents the whole land of Israel 

who has longed for God to make right what He has said He is going to do—for Him to correct the 

wrongs. He has been longing—they’ve been longing for God to show up! It’s been four hundred 

years of silence since God has spoken—waiting, waiting for God to send His comfort—for God to 

send His Messiah, to set things right, to correct the wrongs. So Simeon is waiting, and on this day 

He’s prompted by the Spirit to go, and he’s going to meet somebody that I think is going to be the 

answer to everything he has prayed about. Verse 27:   

And he came in the Spirit into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child 

Jesus, to carry out for Him the custom of the Law, then he took Him into his arms, 

and blessed God, and said, 
 

“Now Lord, You are releasing Your bond-servant to depart in peace, 

According to Your word; 
 
For my eyes have seen Your salvation, 

Which You have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 

A LIGHT OF REVELATION TO THE GENTILES, 

And the glory of Your people Israel.” 

 

And His father and mother were amazed at the things which were being said about 

Him. (Vs. 27-33) 

Simeon comes into the temple and he comes face to face with God’s hope, and God’s hope is in a 

child! Here he is in all the religiosity of the times, with the Pharisees and Sadducees who had rules 

and rules and rules about what it meant to follow God and what it meant to know God’s salvation. 

And here Simeon comes face to face with the one that brings salvation and it’s a person! That’s 

significant! It’s not about doing something. Simeon sees salvation comes through a person—Jesus 

Christ! 

I think one of things we have to wrestle with within this passage and what it points to because of the 

times and because the environment, it is so easy to get sucked into religion.  It’s so easy to get 

sucked into thinking we have to jump through certain hoops—there’s certain things we have to do 

in order to be pleasing to God, to be worthy of His love. What Simeon sees is that salvation comes 

not through things that we would do, but through this person, the person of Jesus Christ.  

That’s why, as a church, we don’t baptize infants. We don’t baptize infants because we believe 

everybody has to come to their own decision. Baptism is about the death, burial and resurrection of 

Jesus and it’s our opportunity to identify with Jesus and, in obedience to that, we are baptized, 

identifying with what He did. It’s a beautiful picture and it’s a beautiful part of our faith but, it’s not 

the means of salvation. Religion has changed that to say it’s the means by which salvation comes. 

The Bible has never said that and it has never been a part of what God says it means to understand 

His salvation. That’s why we don’t baptize infants. Those children will grow up and will have to 

come to their own decision about Jesus, and they’re going to have to put their own faith in Jesus 

and, hopefully, they’re going to have role models and people in their lives that are going to continue 

to point them to Jesus, and they’ll live out their lives as an example and understanding of who Jesus 
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is. That’s the great part that we have to play. But, in that, they have to make their own decision, just 

like you and I have to make our own decision. Will we rely upon religious practices or will we 

come to saving faith through the one who brings salvation—through Jesus Himself? That is part of 

what the joy is of this season and the joy of what we celebrate.  

That is why the light is revealed.  The lights remind us just what Simeon said, “The light has been 

revealed,” and what does it reveal? That salvation is available to all…salvation is available to all! 

At this time, Israel thought they were the caretakers of salvation; they were the caretakers of God’s 

message. But what Simeon understands is: salvation now is going to be available to all peoples—

Gentiles and Jews.  It doesn’t matter your pedigree; it doesn’t matter who you come from; it is a 

belief in Jesus. Jesus brings God’s salvation. So that is part of the celebration; that is part of the 

reminder, and that’s why I think these Christmas lights are such a beautiful part of the Christmas 

season because they remind us that salvation—God’s salvation—is available, unconditionally, to 

all.  

Well, Mary and Joseph take note of that and it’s so significant with Mary and Joseph because you 

have to remember Mary and Joseph weren’t significant people. They were simple people. In fact, 

when we were on verse 24, the sacrifice they bring is a sacrifice of one who was not experiencing 

economic boom, but of poverty. You see, the law said that when you came to dedicate the child you 

would dedicate a lamb; that was the picture. But the lamb was a hardship for a family that had very 

little, so if you were poor, you could bring two birds—turtledoves or pigeons—and that could be 

your sacrifice. So this isn’t a family that has great means; this is a simple family, not a significant 

family. This isn’t a family that comes from the kingly line of Herod; this isn’t a family that comes 

from the kingly line of Rome. This is a family with meager means and so they are amazed at the 

message that they hear from Simeon. Sure, they had experienced some incredible events already 

with the virgin birth and the events that were around Jesus’ birth. I’m sure there was lots to ponder, 

but here they have this clear message from Simeon: “This child brings God’s salvation!” What an 

incredible experience they had! So I’m sure if we were in their shoes, we would have pondered and 

pondered what we had just heard.  

But, there’s a little bit more to the message of Simeon. It’s not all joyful. Simeon is going to also 

account that Jesus’ life is going to be full also of turmoil and difficulty. Notice with me verse 34:  

And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary His mother, “Behold, this Child is 

appointed for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and for a sign to be opposed—and a 

sword will pierce even your own soul—to the end that thoughts from many hearts 

may be revealed.” (Vs. 34-35) 

Here we have a glimpse of the conflict that is going to be revolving around Jesus. There’s always 

going to be a conflict when grace and works come head to head, when the message of grace 

encounters the message of works or performance. And it’s interesting to me to note and to ponder 

about, that the greatest opposition that Jesus encountered came from the religious people of the 

time, the religious leaders. I don’t think that is by accident. You see, religion needs our 

performance; it needs our actions; it needs to be fueled by our tasks that we do to think and ponder 

how do we find God’s favor? It’s in complete opposition to Jesus’ message—one of grace and love 

that comes from God—that anybody can be a child of God if they believe. And so, as these two 

forces collide, we see the struggle that ensues—that struggle between, again, the grace message of 
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Jesus and the religious leaders that would say, “No, it’s about works; it’s about performance; it’s 

about doing the right things.” So much so that before Mary would die herself, she would see her 

precious baby boy as an adult nailed to a cross, put there, fueled by the fear and the hatred of these 

religious leaders standing in opposition to Jesus’ message.  

It’s an incredible story. It’s an incredible story because I think it reminds us, again, of what we 

would say brings about salvation. Is it the things that I do? Is it the hoops that I jump through? Do I 

have to do all these religious practices in order to be pleasing to God? Or does a relationship with 

God come through a person—Jesus Christ—who, if we put our faith in Him, we experience God’s 

relationship with us.  

Even though Simeon records these dark future circumstances of Jesus there’s still a glimmer of 

hope and there’s still the joy of what Jesus brings. And we see it with the last part of this passage 

starting with verse 36: 

And there was a prophetess, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She 

was advanced in years and had lived with her husband seven years after her 

marriage, and then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple, 

serving night and day with fastings and prayers. At that very moment she came up 

and began giving thanks to God, and continued to speak of Him to all those who were 

looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. (Vs. 36-38) 

Here we have this incredible woman, this godly saint who has been coming and coming to the 

temple, so much so she practically lives at the temple herself, fasting and praying and believing in 

God’s provision.  And then she sees God’s hope, God’s light! She sees Jesus and she knows now 

He has come! Think about this poor woman, eighty-four, most of the people she has known have 

died away but she’s been waiting, waiting on God. And here, finally, is the one! Here is the Savior, 

the one we’ve been waiting for. And so she comes and celebrates.  She celebrates with this family 

and with Simeon on God’s provision.  He has sent His salvation. And then she goes to the city of 

Jerusalem and shares with them the good news! Salvation has come! Redemption is here! It’s an 

incredible story, one that I would encourage all of us to ponder over.  

You know, it’s real easy to get kind of sucked into trying to live out a religious faith where we 

think, by doing certain things, hopefully, we gain enough credentials with God that He will accept 

us. The message that Simeon shares is a message of grace and hope. It’s a message in direct 

opposition to the religion of the time; it’s in opposition of the religion of our time—that Jesus 

comes as a person and in Him is the salvation of the world, that all who would accept Him accepts 

God’s provision of grace and eternal life.  

That’s why Christmas lights or lights like a candle are beautiful and wonderful, especially at 

Christmastime. And I would encourage you every time you see one of those twinkling lights, you 

would reflect upon God’s great provision in sending Jesus. He is the light of the world; He brings 

God’s salvation for all. The question is: when you see the light, what will you do with Jesus? Will 

you rely on your religious practices, your own performance, your own pride? Or will you humbly 

come to the Savior, trusting in Him and experiencing the life that He promised.  
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Father, I thank You, thank You for this amazing story, thankful for the examples of Simeon and 

Anna who waited, waited to see Your salvation. I thank You that this is not something that just 

happened but something you promised all the way into the Old Testament. You promised to send 

one who would set things right, who would correct the wrongs and bring new life. So we celebrate 

today, we celebrate Your Son. We celebrate His life, we celebrate that He came as this child, that 

He’s the light of the world and today that Your Son presents to us the opportunity for salvation to 

all those who would believe. Thank you for this incredible message but thank you most of all for 

Your grace, for Your love, for Your salvation. I give this prayer in Your Son’s name, Amen. 
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