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Well, as has already been mentioned, Thursday is Thanksgiving Day, and if your family is like our 

family, there are certain traditions that we have around that day. Of course we all stuff ourselves to 

the point of overflowing. There are certain foods, I'm sure, that your family has that you just 

wouldn't dare leave off the table, things that normally wouldn't be on the table. At our house there 

has to be some kind of a Jell-O mold thing that kind of wiggles on the table. (laughter) People seem 

to get really upset if it's not there. Nobody eats it, but it's there. (laughter) We always play football 

in the backyard regardless of the weather. Somebody always gets hurt. It is always a wonder who's 

going to get hurt this year. But those are things that are a part of our tradition, and people across this 

country will have various traditions, various things they'll do. But one of the questions that you need 

to ask about this day called Thanksgiving is, "How much thanks will actually be given?" It is 

Thanksgiving!  

 

One of the traditions that I have, with not always great appreciation, carried on in our family is I 

read each year the proclamation, either George Washington's original proclamation or the one from 

Abraham Lincoln of Thanksgiving Day, and the one that Abraham Lincoln penned in 1863 with the 

help of William Seward is really a profound word of prophecy, in a sense, a call to the people of a 

nation. I want to read just a portion of that for us this morning and have us consider what Abraham 

Lincoln said after he felt the country had forgotten to be thankful for what it had, and he recalled the 

nation back to this Thanksgiving Day. He said this:  

 

"We have been the recipients of the choicest bounties of heaven. We have been preserved 

these many years in peace and prosperity. We have grown in numbers, wealth, and power 

as no other nation has ever grown, but we have forgotten God. We have forgotten the 

gracious hand which preserved us in peace and multiplied and enriched and strengthened 

us, and we have vainly imagined in the deceitfulness of our hearts that all these blessings 

were produced by some superior wisdom and virtue of our own. Intoxicated with unbroken 

success, we have become too self-sufficient to feel the necessity of redeeming and 

preserving grace, too proud to pray to the God that made us."  

 

It begs the question, “Do you believe that would be truer today of our country or less true today?” I 

think most of us would say yes in many, many ways that lack of appreciation, that lack of 

understanding of the gracious gifts of God, would be the mark of our culture. Another writer a 

century ago said that ingratitude was the most popular sin of humanity—forgetfulness of the 

heart—and he said, "It is more insidious than revenge, which is returning evil for evil. Ingratitude is 

returning evil for good." It's easy to point at the culture and say, “Yes, a lot of ungrateful people, a 

lot of people who don't even acknowledge that God has any part of their life, they fail to appreciate 

all of the things that they enjoy, all the things that they have received.”  But the question for us this 

morning is not out there. The question is right here: What about you and me? Are we truly thankful?  

 

That's what we want to talk about this morning, and Jesus has something very important to say to us 

about that subject if you turn with us to Luke, Chapter 17.This is a very brief encounter that Jesus 

had, but it speaks directly to this—the importance of gratitude and thanksgiving. Luke chapter 17, 

we're going to begin in verse 11.  
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While Jesus was on the way to Jerusalem, He was passing between Samaria and 

Galilee. As He entered a village, ten leprous men who stood at a distance met Him;    
        (*NASB, Luke 17:11-12) 

 

We get a little bit of the geography here and a little bit of where this event occurs in the ministry 

and life of Jesus. A little bit earlier in Luke, Luke tells us that Jesus, having been up in Galilee—the 

northern part of Israel—where He spent a lot of His ministry time and a lot of His teaching was up 

there, at some point He determined and set His face to go to Jerusalem to accomplish the mission 

that He came here to earth to do, which was to die for the sins of mankind.  And so Jesus is now 

moving steadily—walking this hundred plus miles from Galilee down to Jerusalem to accomplish 

His primary mission here which was the salvation of humanity through His death, burial, and 

resurrection. Along the way He had to pass from Galilee through Samaria, which was sort of that 

forbidden territory to the religious Jews because the Samaritans were sort of outcasts. They were 

half-brothers and sisters; they had intermarried. They had a different kind of worship system, and 

most Jewish people would have walked around Samaria, but Jesus had a number of encounters in 

Samaria and so here He is on the border of Galilee and Samaria. He is entering into a village no 

doubt to rest, get some water and, as He enters this village, it says that there were ten leprous men 

who were at a distance who met Him.  

 

Now leprosy is a hideous disease. If you've ever read or known anything about leprosy, it is a 

bacterial infection that affects the nerve endings of your peripheral nerves in your feet and your 

hands. It also affects the respiratory system. It's very contagious, and it has a lot of secondary 

infections that begin to spring up in those areas as the leprosy grows and develops, and the nerves 

are damaged. Lepers would often hurt themselves because they couldn't feel pain, and they would 

burn themselves and so they had all kinds of gross disfiguration of the hands and feet, and for this 

disease there was absolutely no cure. For four thousand years this disease plagued humanity, and 

there was no cure until just the last half century when antibiotics were found that could actually cure 

leprosy.  So if you found yourself with leprosy in the ancient world, there was only one thing that 

was an option for you, and that was to be cast out away from society and isolated with other lepers, 

always on the outside, always having to just get by somewhere out away from society and 

civilization.  And it really was absolutely hopeless unless you had one of a couple of strains that you 

could recover from. This was something you were destined to live with and experience the rest of 

your life. It was as hopeless as any condition could possibly be, and not only did you have this pain 

and suffering, but you were removed from all meaningful relationships—your family, your friends, 

your work. You were truly an outcast.  

 

Now no doubt these leprous men, ten of them, had heard through the grapevine about Jesus, the fact 

that He could work miracles, that He had healed people, that He had raised the dead, that He had 

caused the blind to see, and so in an act of sheer desperation as Jesus enters into this village, these 

lepers cry out to Him from a distance.  

 

..."Jesus, Master, Teacher, have mercy on us!"   (vs. 13b) 
 

And we are reminded in this story that not only these lepers but many, many people who 

encountered Jesus in the gospels came to Jesus with some physical need. That was what brought 

them to Jesus—some need, some suffering, some struggle, some disease, some problem that was 

manifesting itself in their physical day-to-day material life. It was those material needs that caused 

people to come to Jesus and ask for help because they understood that He perhaps had the power to 

actually change their circumstances and their situation.   
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The same is true today. The majority of people who come to Christ, come to Jesus, probably come 

because there has been some great struggle in their life—some pain, some suffering. Whether that's 

a disease or whether that's an internal emotional struggle, whether that's trouble in their life— 

financial trouble, work trouble, marriage trouble, trouble within their family system—there is 

usually some external thing that causes us to be open to crying out for help. When we get desperate 

enough in our situation, we cry out to God for help. "God, help me!" And that's exactly what these 

leprous men did. "Have mercy on us!"   

 

Now it is interesting just to stop and think about your own prayer life, your own conversations with 

God. How much of our prayer life is asking God to fix, solve, change, alter, heal some physical, 

material thing that we struggle with? We are really not much different than these lepers. We want 

God to fix and solve the problems that we have in the day-to-day-ness of our life, so we ought to be 

able to identify with these men who were crying out for mercy from God. Verse 14:  

 

And when Jesus saw them, He said to them, "Go and show yourselves to the priests." 

And as they were going, they were cleansed.   
 

It's important here for us to see that Jesus always saw and heard the cries of those who sought His 

help. We are reminded that God does see; He does hear; He does care. And here Jesus saw these 

men, and He heard them, and He spoke to them. Andy Crouch poignantly says that God is an 

interruptible God. Most people or many people who, the more powerful they become, the less 

interruptible they are. They might interrupt you, but you can't interrupt them. Jesus was just the 

opposite. His power was always available to be used to help and assist and restore people and to 

restore the image bearing within people wherever He encountered them. He used His power in that 

way. He was interruptible and so He interrupted His journey. He interrupted what He was doing to 

listen and hear and speak to these lepers, and He gave them a command.  

 

He said, "Go and show yourselves to the priests." That's what a person who felt like they had 

recovered from leprosy was instructed by the Old Testament law to do. They were to go, if they 

were no longer showing any signs of leprosy, to the priests and they would go through a rite of 

purification that would verify that they were now free of the disease and, through that purification, 

they would then be able to reenter society—they would be able to go back home. So these men no 

doubt knew that that's what you did—that you showed yourself to the priests if you were healed—

and so, because this seemed very much like the possibility of healing must be at hand, they obeyed 

and did what Jesus said to do. They went towards the priests and, as they took that step of faith to 

do what Jesus said, they were cleansed. The leprosy was gone—an absolutely miraculous event. 

Verse 15:  

 

Now one of them, when he saw that he had been healed, turned back, glorifying God 

with a loud voice, and he fell on his face at His feet, giving thanks to Him. And he was 

a Samaritan.   (Vs. 15-16) 
 

It had to be an amazing moment for these absolutely hopeless men with this hideous disease, on 

their way towards the priests, to suddenly look down and see that they had been completely and 

totally, instantaneously restored to health. What an amazing, amazing thing! But out of those ten—

only one—seemed to be so astounded, so taken back, so appreciative of this healing that he had 

received, that he began to immediately, loudly, with the same voice that he had cried out for mercy, 

proclaim the glory of God and give thanks and praise to God as he ran back to Jesus.  And so there 
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would have been lots of people who would have heard this man yelling and shouting, "Glory to 

God!" and giving thanks and praise to God for the healing that he had just received.  

 

We sort of are reminded in this story of the account of David as he celebrated the victory that God 

had given him, and he danced with such joy and excitement over who God was and what God had 

done for him and for the nation that he danced so wildly that it embarrassed his wife. You know, 

"Tone it down a little bit. You're embarrassing me for being so wild in your excitement and your 

celebration of who God is," and that's sort of the picture here of this man who's excited, who's 

worshipping and praising God for the amazing miracle that he had experienced. So not only did he 

praise and want everybody to hear about this miracle, but he also, then it says he came and he fell 

on his face at Jesus' feet, giving thanks to Him. He came running to the One who had answered 

his prayer. He came running to get to know, to fall at His feet, to give thanks and to worship this 

God who had heard his prayer, answered his prayer and done the absolutely unimaginable to heal 

him of this incurable disease. He wanted to be near a God who loved him, who cared for him, who 

had answered his prayer, who was so engaged in his story that He would take the time to totally 

change the course of his life. He wanted to be near that One and so he appropriately falls on his face 

at Jesus' feet giving thanks.  

 

And it says that he was a Samaritan. By implication it was that he was the only Samaritan. The 

others were, no doubt, Israelites, and they were the ones who would have known and should have 

known about who God was. The prophets had foretold that when you saw these miracles, this was 

the Messiah. This was the Promised One, but only the Samaritan really grasped the amazing grace 

and mercy of God and came running back to Jesus, and this causes Jesus to be a little bewildered 

and to ask some very poignant questions. Verse 17:  

 

Then Jesus answered and said, "Were there not ten who were cleansed? But the 

nine—where are they? Was no one found who returned to give glory to God, except 

this foreigner?"   (Vs. 17-18)  
 

Jesus is astounded by the fact that out of ten who were healed, only one came back to give thanks 

and praise to God. And Jesus raises the possibility for us that it is possible to receive wonderful gifts 

and mercy, healing, restoration—benefits from God's hands—and not return to give Him thanks.  

But Jesus does more than raise the possibility of such ingratitude on the part of those who have 

received wonderful gifts from Him. It actually seems to be a probability. Nine out of ten failed to 

come and give God glory. Nine out of ten!   

 

And it raises the question: are you and I like the one—the Samaritan—who have this greater sense 

of appreciation, this awe and wonder at the work that God has done, the many benefits that we 

receive from His hand? Do we come running back for a relationship with the One who would 

answer our prayers, who would hear us and care about us and intervene in our lives in so many 

different ways, or are we like the nine who are more than happy to take the benefits but really don't 

want to have too much to do with the One who gave them to us? It's possible to be the recipient of 

such profound benefits from God and yet fail to come and worship and be connected to Him. Jesus 

always wanted a relational connection. He didn't want to just solve the problem. He used the 

solving, the healing, the miracles, to seek to draw people into an intimate relationship with Him, to 

restore them in a deeper way, but nine out of ten just simply took the gift and walked away.   

 

Jesus was really speaking to the disciples, those who had received these incredible benefits of being 

around Him and seeing the miracles, and we find out in Luke and other places in the gospels that 
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actually while they are on this journey to Jerusalem, they are arguing about who's going to be the 

greatest in the kingdom. They are fighting over position and place and power, and I think Jesus is 

saying, "Hey, listen, guys. You may be the nine and not the one. You who know the promises, you 

who have received the miraculous intervention of God as Israelites over and over and over and over 

again through the generations, should be the first to come running in appreciation and thanksgiving 

to Me, but you're forgetting."  And then Jesus in verse 19 addresses this Samaritan man who has 

been healed.  

 

And He said to him, "Stand up and go; your faith has made you well." 
 

Picture the scene. The man is lying at Jesus' feet. He's just thanking Him. He's overwhelmed with 

gratitude and thanks, but Jesus tells the man to stand up. He restores this man's dignity. He is not 

left, like the false gods require of their followers, to be groveling at his feet. He lifts him up and in 

dignity looks him in the eye and says, "You are My child. You are My brother. I love you. I want a 

relationship with you. I don't want you groveling at my feet. I want you to look Me in the eye. I 

want you to be near Me and with Me," and then He gives him this freedom to go, to go and live a 

life of abundance.  

 

He restores his dignity and his freedom, but more importantly than that is this last phrase. He says, 

"Your faith has made you well." Now he used the word "cleansed" in verse 14. Here he used a 

word that means "saved." In other words, "You have been both healed and saved." This man had 

saving faith in Jesus, and while he experienced a reprieve from this disease externally, he received 

something far greater that day. He received an eternal internal transformation because he came 

running to Jesus, and he was restored both inside and out that day. He was both healed and saved. 

This man experienced what Jesus intended for all humanity to experience, and He uses His giving 

of good gifts and His graciousness to let people know the kind of God that He is, to invite them to 

come near so they can experience this salvation.  But only this man did that, but he experienced an 

amazing and glorious thing on that day.  

 

Now I think the point of this story is not so much the commendation of this one because Jesus said, 

"That's exactly what everyone should do," but what He is doing is rebuking the nine and everyone 

else who fails to give thanks and praise to God for all of His wonderful benefits.  And so this 

morning, as we conclude, I would like us to think about some things, some areas where we have 

experienced the gracious gifts of God that ought to stir up within us this overwhelming sense of 

thanksgiving and giving glory and praise to God.  

 

The first is what we receive along with all the rest of humanity, and that is: there are every single 

day amazing gifts of grace that God gives to us. Every breath we take is a gift from God, the ability 

to see and hear and touch and taste and feel, the ability to enjoy the beauty of creation. There are 

glimpses of the glory of God's kingdom and the glory of God that are given to us as gifts every 

single day, and they are everywhere around us. It's in the touch of a child's hand. It's in coming 

close to the one that we love. It's in the ability to see and appreciate all of the wonderful things that 

God gives us, and He has poured out that favor on all of mankind every single day.  

 

Even the most wicked and evil people on the earth are the recipients of that kind of grace. That 

actually is disturbing to us at times, isn't it? I mean, Jonah was made angry by the fact that God was 

so gracious to Nineveh. David got upset that God's grace was being given to people who were God's 

enemies, and yet that's the kind of God we have. Every single day you and I are recipients of 

amazing gifts of mercy and grace and beauty and wonder.  So I wonder if this morning, as you think 
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about your daily life, are you aware of that? Are you seeing those things? Are you daily thanking 

and praising God for all of the gifts that He has given to you that are yours to enjoy?  

 

I love to go out and exercise outdoors in the evening, and I don't take any music with me. I just want 

to be out there and enjoy what God has made, just to see and hear and smell and feel every single 

aspect of it. It has become such an incredible time of worship for me. I hope you have some kind of 

routines in your own life where you do those things, where you celebrate and worship God for the 

daily gifts of grace.  

 

One of the things that perhaps is a distraction from us even seeing and appreciating the gifts of God 

that He gives us every day, is that we are always on some kind of a device. You know, we are 

always looking down. We are always texting or calling or doing something, and I am contemplating 

starting a national campaign called "Look Up". Look up! Look up and see the wonder—the wonder 

of God's grace—and then celebrate and thank Him for it every single day.  

 

And not only are there these daily gifts of mercy that we ought to be praising Him for and thanking 

Him for, but there have been those moments of intervention—supernatural intervention—by God in 

our lives. Have you not experienced that? There have been times where God has shown up in a 

supernatural way to solve a problem, to hear our cry and to deliver us out of a number of different 

situations. All of us have experienced some of those moments along the way in our life where God 

heard and He answered, and it was miraculous.    

 

We just celebrated our son Sam's tenth birthday. It was a miraculous thing that God allowed us to 

experience as a family—that He saved my wife and my son ten years ago, and we don't let a single 

day pass that we are snuggling with Sam, we are talking to Sam, where we don't just celebrate and 

thank God for this amazing miracle that He did for us that we did not deserve. But there have been 

countless things along the way in our lives, big and small, where God heard our prayer, and He 

answered in some supernatural way, and those are the things that ought to cause us to come running 

back to Him in praise and thanksgiving and celebration.   

 

We have experienced those things as a church. There have been a number of moments over the last 

thirteen years that I have been involved in, where we have had answers to prayer where God just 

showed up in a miraculous way to provide what we needed, and we are sitting here this morning 

because God heard prayers at points along the way and delivered in amazing ways. Are you taking 

note of the times that God had heard and answered your prayers and giving Him glory for them?  

 

And then, what about the idea of even being able to thank God for the suffering, the trouble, the 

difficulty that comes into our life? Because, frankly, it is most often in our trouble that we seek God 

out. God uses suffering and difficulty to draw us to Himself, and many of us sitting here this 

morning would never have come to know Jesus if it wouldn't have been for that gift of some 

struggle, some problem, some pain that caused us to seek His face initially.  

 

Donna's father knew the gospel through his entire life, but he always kept God at arm's length until 

he got cancer, and as soon as he got cancer, he believed in the gospel, and his life was transformed 

over the last two years.  And he would say again and again and again, “Cancer was an amazing gift 

of God to me." It was in that suffering that he found his deepest need being met.  But suffering also 

allows us in all of its forms—not just disease, but there are many kinds of suffering—but suffering 

also for the Christian allows us this intimacy with God that I don't think is possible in any other 

way. When we draw near to Him because we so need His help and strength every single day, we 



7 
 

find ourselves being transformed and changed, and we have this relationship with God that could 

not be had in any other way. If there were another way, God would do it another way because He's 

good. But God allows difficulty in our life, and it is a good thing that draws us near to Him, and one 

day He'll take it away.  But He walks with us in a very unique way in our suffering, in our trouble, 

that is powerful, and we ought to thank Him for His presence that comes only in that way.  

 

But ultimately, for those of us who have experienced what this Samaritan man experienced, we 

experience not only all these external blessings of God, but we have experienced this internal 

transformation, this healing and restoration by faith in Jesus Christ. We, of all people, ought to be 

filled with praise and thanksgiving. The unthinkable has happened. My sin which had separated me 

so far from God has been taken care of through God's love and mercy poured out through Christ on 

the cross, and I am forever changed, forever connected to God. There is something to give God 

thanks and praise for every single day, whether it is the external blessings that we have—those 

miraculous interventions, the difficulties that come, that draw us close to God—and to top it all off, 

there is this amazing grace that we have experienced that forever has changed our lives. All of that 

is the kind of stuff that ought to be filling our minds every single day, so that every day for the 

Christian is Thanksgiving Day! Every day we wake up giving glory to God because He has been so 

gracious, so good, so overflowing in His bounty and His riches that He has poured out on us, that 

we of all the people on the earth should be filled with celebration and thanksgiving and joy and 

worship. It ought to be the distinguishing mark of us as followers of Christ. I hope that we won't 

wait until Thursday to give thanks but that it will become the distinguishing mark of our life—that 

like this Samaritan man, we will experience the fullness of God's presence as we express to Him our 

gratitude and thanks for all His gifts of mercy that we receive every single day.  

 

 

 

Our Father, we are so thankful this morning for the multitude of ways that You have been 

gracious and good to us. You have poured out blessing after blessing. Lord, please do not 

allow us to be like these nine. Don't let us just receive from Your hand and go on our way, 

but help us to come running to You in worship and thanksgiving and praise and to shout it 

through our lives so that all around us can see and hear of the God who has so bountifully 

and graciously dealt with us. Lord, make us truly thankful people every single day of our 

lives. In Jesus' name, Amen.  
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