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The Test 
Genesis 22:1-14 

Pastor Zeke Pipher 

 

(Bryan Clark via video): Hey everybody!  Our teaching pastor this weekend is Zeke Pipher.  Zeke is 

married to Jamie.  They have three beautiful children and are in the process of trying to adopt a 

child from Uganda.  Zeke is the senior pastor of the Heartland Evangelical Free Church in Central 

City, Nebraska, and Zeke’s connection with Lincoln Berean is: years ago he was actually one of our 

interns, and that’s really where I got to know Zeke, and we spent a lot of time together.  I really 

appreciate Zeke a lot and I had the privilege of marrying him and Jamie.  But there’s kind of a 

funny story with that, because the wedding was going to be in the Sand Hills where Jamie’s from, 

and I told Zeke, “I don’t really like to do road trips,” and he said, “Oh, by the way, there will be a 

half day of fishing!”  And I said, “What time should I be there?” (laughter)  So he knew what to use 

to get me there, but Zeke and I get together several times a year.  We fish together and I just 

appreciate Zeke a lot as a friend and I’m excited to have him here this weekend and excited to find 

out what his favorite Old Testament story is.   

 

Zeke:  Well good morning, everybody, and happy Father’s Day to you men.  I’m guessing in a room 

this size, we have some brand new dads and we probably have several great grandfathers.  I’m also 

guessing, though, that in a room this size, we’ve got men who have travelled difficult journeys as 

fathers, or maybe as sons.  And I just want each of you men to know, this morning, that you are 

greatly appreciated and we hope this day and this whole weekend you feel honored.   

 

So, as Bryan said, I have three children.  We have two daughters and a son and they are almost 12, 

10, and 8, and being their dad is one of my absolute favorite things in life and, at these ages, 

especially, because I get to be a hero every day.  I came home from work a while back and our 

oldest, Kate, needed me to take the lid off of a jar of pickles and I got that.  My son wanted to work 

on his pitching stance, and I could do that; and our youngest, Claire, the eight-year-old—she’s kind 

of the animal lover in the family—she needed help rescuing this little nest of baby bunnies from our 

two hunting dogs.  And so I just love being a dad!  And I love the grace that God gives us when we 

can’t actually be the hero, like when I got home about ten minutes too late to help with the bunnies.  

So it was not a good moment in the house there.   

 

I grew up here, so Lincoln, for me, feels like home and you know, I have one of those colorful, 

maybe dramatic testimonies.  I did not grow up believing in God.  I did not go to church—didn’t 

have a Bible—never read a Bible.  I just did not have faith.  Life for me growing up was really 

about me, and whatever I wanted to do I thought would be fun, I did, and it was really that way for 

me until I went off to college.  And by the time I went to college, life with me at the center started 

to feel really small and I did not like the man that I was becoming—but I also did not know how to 

change.  I really thought that change would happen just by going to college, and it didn’t.  I kind of 

went from bad to worse and I didn’t know where the power would come from.  I would say in 

college that’s when I really kind of began to look at other world views, other faith systems.    

 

My sophomore year in college, when I saw how Jesus had changed the life of a friend of mine, I 

had to have Him.  I had to have Him!  I prayed to trust Christ.  It was a Tuesday afternoon in a dorm 

room at Nebraska Wesleyan campus—at Nebraska Wesleyan University—and I remember that day 

very clearly.  I started attending Lincoln Berean that next weekend and I remember sitting under 

Pastor Curt. This was probably like four building phases prior, but I remember sitting under Pastor 



 2 

Curt and thinking, “If there is anything more amazing than the grace of God, I have no idea what it 

is.”  And then I remember a few years later this guy named Bryan came along, and I thought, “Well, 

what is going on here?” and then I remember sitting under Bryan and I remember thinking, “If there 

is anything more amazing than the grace of God, I do not know what it is.” 

 

Bryan, especially, has been a very important person to me.  He has been a friend and a mentor for 

me, for I would say close to eighteen years.  And it’s not hyperbole for me to say that nobody in my 

life right now fills me with more excitement and more ideas of what it looks like to be a husband, 

and a father, and a pastor who walks by grace, than Bryan.  I really appreciate this guy a lot.  So if 

there are some of you this morning that are saying, “Awe, I wish Bryan were preaching this 

morning.”  (laughter)  I do too...I do to!  In fact it’s really hard for me to come and to bring my 

family here and to not get to sit under this man.  I really love him.  But we’ll make do; we’ll slug it 

out together!   

 

So we are going to look at an Old Testament story this morning that has a lot to say about 

fatherhood and it also has a lot to say about faith, and I call this the great test that God gave to 

Abraham.  And so, if you have a Bible, would you turn with me to Genesis, Chapter 22, and we will 

look at this great test.  Genesis 22—and I will read verse 1 to start.  It says: 

 

Now it came about after these things, that God tested Abraham, and said to him, 

“Abraham!”  And he said, “Here I am.” (*NASB, Gen. 22:1) 
 

Now when we test something, we bend it or we stretch it to the limits in order to see what it’s got.  

About a year and a half ago, I wanted to take our kids up to Long Pine to teach them how to fish for 

trout, and I think you saw a picture of a trout that my son caught up there on the screen.  So I 

needed to buy a couple of poles and I knew how our kids would use poles, so I went into the store 

and I grabbed poles off the rack and I took them by the handle and I took them by the rod tip and I 

just stretched them so they would meet and the ones that didn’t make cracking noises, I went ahead 

and bought. (laughter) And when the Bible talks about testing, it talks about it in those categories.  

God will put us into situations.  He’ll bring difficult things into our lives, or He will take us through 

things in order to stretch us and test us to see the quality of our faith.  And that’s what He’s doing 

here with Abraham, and He does it through an incredibly severe test.  And why don’t you look with 

me at verse 2.  You see the test in verse 2.  It says: 

 

He said, “Take now your son, your only son, whom you love, Isaac, and go to the land 

of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I 

will tell you.”   

 

There isn’t a parent in this room that can’t imagine the emotional stress of this command, of this 

test.  Every instinct in us, as parents, is to protect our children.  It’s to comfort our children.  It is not 

to hurt our children.  I remember a time when I accidently hurt one of our children.  It was Kate, our 

oldest, and she was about two or three.  You remember those early years—usually it’s with your 

first child—when everything they do is fascinating and it’s like groundbreaking, so you record it all 

and you think, “Why isn’t somebody writing a book about this?”  You know, she’s walking around 

and she’s pointing at things!  This is incredible!  Well, we were having one of those moments with 

Kate.  She was two or three and she was walking around and pointing at things and then she came 

up and she wanted a hug and so we picked her up and we did what we called a sandwich hug. 

That’s where Jamie and I will hug but we’ll put the child between us and we kind of squeeze a little 

bit.  And I  remember being so taken by these feelings of how I just love my wife and I love my girl, 

and life is so good, and I remember squeezing and squeezing a bit too hard, and I actually felt 
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something in Kate’s chest pop!  And she started crying.  I know it’s terrible and this guy’s speaking 

on Father’s Day? (laughter) Well, after I made sure she was okay—and she was okay—she was 

running around later that day; she was running into walls, but I’m pretty sure that was not related!  

No, she is a healthy girl; she’s sitting over there; she’s a volleyball-playing girl.  She’s healthy.  

After I made sure she was okay, I just sat on the couch and I cried.  I just cried.  I felt so 

discouraged because every instinct in me as a dad wants to protect this girl, not to hurt her. 

 

And we have to know, we know this is how Abraham felt about this command.  In fact, what’s 

interesting is we know that God acknowledges how intensely Abraham felt about Isaac.  You can 

see that when God says here, “Take your son, your only son, whom you love.”  So God knows 

how much emotional stress this test is going to cause this father.  Now God also knows that this test 

is going to cause cognitive stress for this father as well, because, for Abraham to obey this 

command, he’s going to have to trust God in the face of a theological rat’s nest.  And what I mean 

by that is: if you think about what’s happened before Genesis 22 here, God and Abraham have had 

all sorts of dialogues together and God has said to Abraham, “I am going to make your family great.  

And they are going to be huge and they are going to thrive.”  And remember that moment when He 

takes Abraham out and he sets him on a mountain and he shows him the stars and He says, “Your 

descendants are going to be more numerous than that, and kings are going to come from your 

family.”  And God makes all these promises to Abraham, and they are all going to come through 

Isaac.  Go back to Genesis 17 and God says to Abraham, “But Sarah your wife shall bear you a 

son, and you shall call his name Isaac; and I will establish My covenant with him as an 

everlasting covenant for his offspring after him.”  (Genesis 17:19) 

 

So all these promises that God has made to Abraham—all these really personal promises about your 

family will flourish—are to come through Isaac.  And now this same God is giving Abraham a 

command that seems to be in conflict with all these promises.  You see, at the heart of Abraham’s 

test of faith, and I would say it’s at the heart of all of our tests of faith, is this question, “Will we 

trust God?  Will we trust God’s character and God’s promises, even when the things dearest to us 

are on the line?  And even when we can’t make sense of what God is doing, will we trust Him?”  

 

I faced a fairly big faith test myself a couple of years ago when I went through depression, and I can 

remember the week that this hit.  I’m normally the kind of guy that I really enjoy my life and I wake 

up without an alarm and it’s not quite true to say I jump out of bed, but I usually get out of bed and 

get to the bathroom and shower and get out the door pretty quickly.  I drink my first cup of coffee in 

the truck on the way to work, and I just kind of enjoy life.  Not that week!  That week I remember 

laying in bed morning after morning trying to search for some vision, some picture about my day 

that would be motivating enough, or like energizing enough, that it would take me from horizontal 

to vertical—you know, get me into the shower and out the door.  I really felt like a different person 

had taken over my body and my mind and I didn’t like him.  And for about seven months I couldn’t 

make him go away.  Now no matter what caused that depression, I knew it was a test of my faith.  It 

was a faith test.  Something dear to me had been taken from me and in this particular case, it was 

my enjoyment of life.  It was my enthusiasm.  It was my interests.  It was my enjoyment of life.  It 

was gone!  And what replaced that were these feelings that I don’t normally feel, you know, kind of 

sadness at times, just sometimes feeling flat.  So life as I knew it, life as I enjoyed it, was gone and 

I’ll tell you I couldn’t figure out why.  Talk about cognitive stress!  I could not figure out the cause 

of this depression and I opened up my life to people.  My wife tried to talk through things with me.  

I remember fishing with Bryan once and talking with him about this and looking at everything from 

my eating habits to my sleep habits to my walk with Jesus, and I couldn’t figure out where this was 

coming from. 
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And not only that, I couldn’t figure out exactly what God was doing in it either.  I couldn’t figure 

out what He wanted me to learn.  I couldn’t figure out when He was going to pull me out of it.  All I 

knew was that morning after morning I woke up and the same person was there that I didn’t like.  

So I just couldn’t figure things out.  So the question for me at the time was:  Would I still trust Him?  

You know, would I still trust His goodness?  Would I still trust all His promises to me?  And would 

I still trust that He was right there with me and He was causing everything about this depression to 

work together for my good?  You know, would I still trust Him?  And not just say I trust Him.  We 

all do that; we all have these moments where we say, “Yeh, I believe in God, and I trust God.”  And 

I’ve said that, and I don’t mean that.  I mean really trust Him, really believe in Him with the faith of 

Abraham—the faith that obeys.  It’s amazing to read about Abraham.  Look at verses 3-10 and look 

at how quickly Abraham obeys God.  It says: 

 

So Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his donkey, and took two of his 

young men with him and Isaac his son; and he split wood for the burnt offering, and 

arose and went to the place of which God had told him.  On the third day Abraham 

raised his eyes and saw the place from a distance.  Abraham said to his young men, 

“Stay here with the donkey, and I and the lad will go yonder; and we will worship 

and return to you.”  And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on 

Isaac his son, and he took in his hand the fire and the knife.  So the two of them 

walked on together.  And Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and said, “My father!”  

And he said, “Here I am, my son.”  And he said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but 

where is the lamb for the burnt offering?”  Abraham said, “God will provide for 

Himself the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.”  So the two of them walked on 

together.  Then they came to the place of which God had told him; and Abraham 

built the altar there and arranged the wood, and bound his son Isaac, and laid him 

on the altar, on top of the wood.  Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife 

to slay his son. (Genesis 22:3-10) 

 

We don’t see any procrastination here.  We don’t see any rationalizing here.  In fact many of these 

verses just clip right along and we just see Abraham obey.  It says here that he woke up early, 

saddled his donkey, collected the firewood, grabbed a couple of guys and they were off.  And then 

they walked for three days.  Imagine this: Abraham and Isaac are walking side by side for three 

days.  He’s thinking about the command.  He’s thinking about what he will do when he gets to 

Moriah.  For three days! 

 

We have a little acreage about a mile off the Platte River and it’s got a little place out back that 

sometimes my son, Aidan, will go out and we’ll play catch, for, you know, fifteen minutes.  Playing 

catch with my son for fifteen minutes is all the time that I need to be just overwhelmed with these 

feelings of, “I love this kid.  I don’t ever want him to grow up.  I don’t want these days to change.  I 

want him near me at all times.”  In fact, I don’t think I ever finish playing catch with my son that I 

don’t want to give him a hug.  I sound weird, but I don’t actually put him through that every time 

we play catch.  Fifteen minutes with my son is all it takes to make me feel those intense feelings and 

Abraham walked next to Isaac for three days—and he still chose to obey!  He still chose to 

sacrifice! 

 

I’ll tell you these verses that describe the dialogue between this father and son are difficult to read, 

in part because the author slows them down.  You know you have the beginning verses that just 

clip, clip, clip right along, and we get to this dialogue and the author slows it down and it’s like he’s 

saying, “I want you to hear the poignancy of this conversation.”  Look at verse 7:  Isaac says, “My 

father!”, and Abraham says, “Here I am, my son.”  And Isaac says, “Behold the fire and the 
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wood, but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?”  And Abraham says, “God will provide for 

Himself the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.”  See how slow and deliberate that is?  See how 

painful and tender that is?  The son knows that they’re going on this journey to worship, to 

sacrifice, and they get to the place where they can see the mountain and so Isaac looks around and 

he says, “Dad, where’s the lamb, I don’t see the lamb that we’re going to need?”  And Abraham 

looks, knows he’s looking at the lamb when he looks into his son’s face, perhaps hoping maybe 

God will provide a different way, but really believing he’s looking at the lamb when he looks into 

his son’s face, and he says to his son, “We’re going to have to trust God on this one, son.  God sees.  

God will provide for His offering.”  Isn’t that tough?  Isn’t that a tough thing to do? 

 

It’s interesting to probe Abraham’s psychology a bit further here when we get to the actual sacrifice 

because this father really planned on killing his son and burning him up.  Right?  I mean this was 

going to be a burnt offering.  So Abraham was planning on the complete obliteration of his son, but 

yet he says to these two men with him, he says, “I and the lad will go over there and we will 

worship and return to you.”  So I’m going to go over here and I am going to sacrifice my son. I’m 

going to destroy my son as an offering, but my son and I are going to go home together.  What?  

You know what Abraham was thinking?  Abraham was trying to pull things together.  You know 

he’s thinking of the promises.  He’s thinking of the character of God.  He’s thinking of this 

command.  He’s trying to pull things together here and, in his incredible faith in God, he comes up 

with the idea of a bodily resurrection.  He really believes that at the end of this, Isaac’s going to be a 

pile of ashes and that God is going to blow the breath of life back into him, and give him a new 

body.  We know this from Hebrews, Chapter 11.  It says in verse 17: By faith, Abraham, when he 

was tested, offered up Isaac and he who had received the promises was offering up his only 

begotten son.  And then it says in verse 19 what he was thinking.  It says: Abraham considered that 

God is able to raise people, even from the dead.  

 

I’ll tell you I love this detail about Abraham.  I mean this is the man of faith!  This is our exemplar 

of the faith.  New Testament writers come back and say, “This is the man,” and yet he guessed 

wrong at how God was going to pull all these things together and prove Himself faithful.  But he 

never doubted that God would do it.  He never doubted that God would be faithful, and so he 

obeyed...he obeyed!  That is faith!  That is saving faith!  Faith isn’t:  “I like various things about 

God but, you know, I don’t like these ideas in Scripture and some of these things that God says, I 

think, would cut into my enjoyment of life over here, and so I can’t quite go all the way with God 

on these things.”  You know faith isn’t:  “I don’t feel like obeying; you know my hearts not really in 

it and surely, if God wants anything, He wants me to be authentic.  Right?”  And faith isn’t: “I’ll 

obey once I really understand what God is doing.”  Or we will hear this at times: “You know, if you 

can answer all my questions about God in a way that makes sense, and I like it, and they kind of 

connect with my emotional bent, and all that, then I’ll believe. Then I’ll obey.”  That’s not faith.  

Faith is saying yes to the commands of God because He is worthy and He is good, and He is 

perfect, and He always has our best in mind. 

 

I remember when I went through this depression, I knew that I had choices to make and they were 

faith choices.  They were choices to obey.  You know: would I still love my wife through this 

depression?  Would I be kind to Jamie, you know, try to communicate with her, not take my 

struggles out on her?  What about my children?  Would I love my children and would I still be 

gentle with them, and would I still be committed everyday to teaching them and modeling Christ to 

them and spending time with them?  And then would I actually get up out of bed in the morning, 

and take a shower and go to work and be faithful as a pastor, to be able to think of other people and 

try to serve other people?  And would I choose not to sin, not to try to spice up my life a little bit, 

take the shock paddles to those flat feelings and try to wake them up by some sinful passion or some 
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vice or some things I might do in private?  Would I choose not to sin during this time of depression?  

I was aware of these things.  This was my faith test at that time.  And I also knew that the stakes 

were very high.  You see I wanted this depression to count.  I wanted it to be a time that deepened 

my faith and really made me more aware that Jesus was with me, that God was near, walking with 

me, teaching me things, giving me grace for when I failed, because I did fail during those times.  

But I wanted to know that God was near, and I knew that at least my part in that was to trust Him 

and to choose to be faithful, even if my emotions didn’t line up.  Even if I couldn’t make sense of it, 

I knew that I needed to be faithful. 

 

I’ve had times that I haven’t walked in faith, in obedience.  We all have and I hate those times 

because God ends up feeling so distant.  You know we all know the theology; we know the truth 

that at faith, at salvation, the Spirit comes and God is with us and He never leaves.  We know this, 

but yet most of us, if you have had those times, you know that when you walk in these periods when 

you’re like, “I’m going to do my own thing; I’m going to disregard what God says; I’m going to 

kind of live my own life and re-quench the Spirit.  And God ends up this person from our past that 

we barely remember; we barely can think of what He looks like, and He just feels distant.  And I’ll 

tell you, I love Jesus and, as hard as that depression was, I did not want to go through it and miss the 

chance of just feeling near to Jesus.  And I knew my part in that was to lean entirely on God, trust 

Him, and then, by His strength, choose to obey.   

 

You see that’s the reality of these faith challenges that we go through and we go through them every 

week.  I mean these tests, sometimes big, sometimes small—the pain, the loss, the loneliness, the 

waiting.  The reality is that if we go through these and we choose to trust God, and we choose to 

obey, that they become incredible opportunities for us to deepen our relationship with Jesus.  We 

see this when we look at how God intervenes with Abraham and Isaac.  We see this in these verses.  

Look at 11 through 14 with me.  It says: 

 

But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven, and said, “Abraham, 

Abraham!”  And he said, “Here I am.”  He said, “Do not stretch out your hand 

against the lad, and do nothing to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you 

have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me.”  Then Abraham raised his eyes 

and looked and behold, behind him a ram caught in the thicket by his horns; and 

Abraham went and he took the ram and offered him up for a burnt offering in the 

place of his son.  And Abraham called the name of that place, the LORD will provide, 

as it is said to this day, “In the mount of the LORD it will be provided.”  

 

Verse 12 is the apex of this story. If you ask the question, and I am certain all of us have asked this 

question: Why this test?  Why this severe test for Abraham?  If you ask that question, verse 12 

really does point us to the answer when God says, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do 

anything to him, for now I know that you fear God.”  Now I know that you fear God!!  God 

wanted to know that Abraham feared Him, that he really believed that God was God and He was 

worthy of obedience even with something so precious as his son, the son of the promise.  God 

wanted to know.   

 

When the Bible talks about knowledge, it talks about it in a couple of different ways:  there’s 

knowledge as cognition: this is what we know and, in this respect, God is omniscient.  He knows 

everything.  He doesn’t need to wait and see us do something to know what we would actually do.  

God does not learn anything.  His knowledge of actual events and possible events is perfect.  
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The Bible also talks about knowledge in a different way and it’s a way that has to do with 

experience and intimacy.  It’s a relational type of knowledge because God has designed 

relationships in such a way that what happens between two people or a person and God, at a point in 

time, it matters.  So for two people to go through something and for both people to see what the 

other person chooses to do in that moment, it benefits both people in the relationship.  I’ll give you 

an example of this.   

 

If you go back to June 6, 1997, the night before Jamie and I got married.  Jamie and I had this talk 

and she looked me in the eyes and she said, “Tomorrow, I am going to say, ‘I do’; I love you, and I 

don’t want you to worry about it and when we get to that moment, I am going to marry you.”  And 

it was like, “Yes!”  And I looked her in the eyes and I trusted her and I could see that she was 

telling the truth, and I knew that she was going to say, “I do.”  Now did that mean that I actually 

didn’t need her to go through that moment the next day and say, “I do”?  No way!  I knew she was 

going to say, “I do,” but in that moment when she said it, almost fainting with relief.  Really, I 

remember looking up at Bryan and I just wanted to say, “Did you hear that?  She actually does!”  So 

going through a moment together and experiencing what the other person does in that moment— 

having that knowledge—benefits both people in a relationship.  

 

And it’s that way with God and Abraham here.  God had incredible designs for Abraham and for his 

family of faith—plans and designs that many of us today are living in.  God had incredible plans for 

this man’s family, but He wanted to see that even with Isaac, the son of the promise, that Abraham 

would push through the emotions, and he would push through the confusion, and he would still trust 

and obey.  When God saw that, we see something incredible here: God steps in and he provides a 

substitute for Isaac’s sacrifice and He provides a ram.  I tell you we’ve already glimpsed the bodily 

resurrection in this story and now we’re glimpsing the idea of the justice of God.  And we want the 

justice of God; we want God to deal with sin and ugliness and cruelty and wickedness; we want this 

to be true of God.  And now we’re glimpsing the idea that the justice of God can meet and marry 

the mercy and the grace of God on a mountain, through a substitutionary death.  Isn’t that 

amazing...how much is in this story?  I have to think that Abraham and Isaac were just overcome 

with happiness when they looked over and they saw that ram and they realized what they were 

spared because of that ram.  I have to think that Abraham danced an Irish jig when he named that 

place, Yahweh Yireh. God sees.  God provides.  All right, maybe not an Irish jig, I could be going 

afar there.  And then God renews the covenant; in the next passage He reiterates the covenant and 

you know what?  This Father and son get to go home together.  They get to be together and go 

home—just like Abraham had planned. 

 

I tell you, I love this story.  For a young man who did not grow up knowing anything about God, 

did not have faith, this story has the complete picture.  This story shows us exactly the faith that 

God is looking for, the faith that saves.  And not only that, but this story shows us on Father’s Day, 

this story shows us the love and the compassion that our Father in heaven has toward us.  You may 

think: well, where is that in this in this severe test?   

 

Well, you see this story with Abraham and Isaac actually foreshadows another moment to come, 

when another Father walked His Son to a place of death.  It was about two thousand years after 

Abraham walked Isaac to Moriah that God, the Father, walked His Son, His only begotten Son, to 

Calvary, His place of death.  And think about this: like Isaac, Jesus, quietly and humbly carried the 

wood that would be used for His own sacrifice.  The difference, when Jesus reached Golgotha, 

when He reached the top, there wasn’t a ram waiting to be a substitute and a change of plot in this 

story, in this moment.  Jesus, God’s Son, was the substitute for our sins.  And our Father in heaven, 

who never intended for Abraham to actually sacrifice his son, He knew that one day He would 
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sacrifice His.  He knew that one day He would feel the full weight of the very test that He had given 

to Abraham.  So when we talk about faith, when we talk about God and we talk about His love, and 

we talk about how worthy He is, I just want you to know that this is the God who loves you as a 

Father and this is the God who says to you this day, “Will you trust Me?”  Let us pray. 

 

 

 

 

 

Father, we thank You for recording this difficult, but rich story in Your Word.  Father, 

most of us have been guilty of saying we believe in You and wanting to name Your name, 

wanting to be known as a Christian, but we say together this morning, we want the faith of 

Abraham, that even when things hurt, even when it involves what is dearest to us, even 

when we can’t make sense of things, that our trust in You is so great, that we still, by Your 

help, choose to obey.  Would You give us that faith we ask?  Amen 
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