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June 1/2, 2013 

The Search for Security 
1 Samuel 23-24 

Pastor Andy MacFarlane 

 

(Bryan Clark via video): Hey, everybody, our teacher this weekend is Pastor Andy MacFarlane.  If 

you don’t know Andy, he was actually on our staff here as the singles’ pastor for several years, and 

then he and Dick LeBlanc were the church plant pastors for our sister church in north Lincoln called 

North Pointe Community Church.  Andy is married to Hope, and has two boys.  Andy is someone I 

just deeply love.  I can honestly say I miss him not being on our staff.  But we still have lunch 

together every month.  And as I tried to process helping select the pastor for the North Pointe 

church, one of the questions I always wrestled with is: Is this someone whose ministry I could 

submit myself to?  And the answer in the case of Andy would be 100% yes.  I love Andy’s 

preaching; I love his heart for God, and it’s a great privilege for me this weekend to introduce to 

you our speaker, Pastor Andy MacFarlane.  Let’s find out what his favorite Old Testament story is.  

 

(Keira and Elli via video) Keira: I started going to North Pointe after Eric and I got married.  He had 

gone there for a while actually, with Chad and Tracy Yost.  He had started going with them.  And 

then when we first got married, we went out to the other big Berean church for a while.  But we 

kind of wanted something with a smaller environment, fewer people.  It was more like what I’ve 

gone to in Seward when I was growing up.  So we started going back to North Pointe and we found 

it very easy to get plugged in there.  So we stayed for four years, I think it’s been now.  I started 

working for Elli at her photography studio in Seward, Nebraska, when I was a junior, I think it was, 

in Concordia in Seward and she was looking for an assistant.  So that summer, I started working for 

her doing some photo retouching and helping with seniors, and basically anything she needed done 

in the studio.  So as we got to be closer friends, she of course started sharing more and more about 

her life, just as I started telling her more about what was going on with me.  I just started to think 

that maybe she could use a church home.  I knew that she hadn’t really found a church in Seward 

that she really felt connected to.  So I decided to invite her to mine. 

 

Elli: You know, like Keira mentioned, we had started sharing more when we would go to do 

weddings together.  There were a lot of hours in the car, where we would have opportunities to 

share about our lives, and our struggles, and good things that happened, or rough times we were 

going through.  I had shared with her that I was struggling finding a church, and I had tried a couple 

of different places and just didn’t really feel a connection for whatever reason.   

 

Keira: I didn’t think that the relationship we had, that me saying anything about her coming to 

church would be off-putting.  I knew she had a relationship with God but she has been going 

through a rough time, so I thought maybe some grounding, a home, would be good for her. 

 

Elli: Keira has always had a light about her, just you can see her love of God and it’s one of the 

reasons why I love being around her.  I told her that before; you can just see in everything she 

does…there’s a faith about her.  And I’ve had that, and not had that, and had that, and not had that, 

and hers just seemed to be very constant.  So when you are around people like that, you think: I 

want what that person has; I want whatever it is that they have.  So when she invited me to come to 

church, it was really a welcomed invitation.  I mean, I was excited to go, and I was glad I didn’t 

have to go into a place where I didn’t know anybody.  I knew she was a friendly smile, somebody 

that, it’s like, “Hey, come and sit by us.”  So I was excited to have the invitation and felt 

comfortable going with her.  You know, everybody’s going through their life, and none of us have 
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an easy road here.  You just never know what the people in your sphere are going through—and just 

by inviting somebody, you can change their life.  I mean, Keira inviting me has totally changed my 

life.  Now I’m going through a difficult time with losing my mom to cancer.  If I didn’t have my 

faith and my church home, I can’t imagine how I would get through this.  It’s totally strengthened 

Jeff and my foundation, our marriage, my sons, like all by Keira inviting me.  Look at how much 

she’s affected me.  So now I look at people I run with, or people I photograph, I think: that person, 

you know, what if they came with me and I can change their lives like she did mine.  So I think just 

thinking about who you know that, like she saw there’s a need, and people in your life who don’t 

have a church home, you can really help them.  

 

(Andy) Well, good morning!  Isn’t that a great story?  You know that happened up at North 27
th

 and 

I-80, but it has its roots down here at Highway 2 and 70
th

, in the “other big Berean church”.  

(laughter)You know, I just want to share that by way of saying, “Thank you”.  North Pointe was 

planted out of Lincoln Berean Church.  Many of you prayed, and gave, and we are the beneficiaries 

of that.  So I hope you can share the joy in seeing what is going on there.  You know, there’s more 

to that story. Elli, you heard her break about her mom having cancer.  Her mom subsequently died.  

And she talked about inviting friends, and she has indeed invited a friend she runs with, who has 

come to North Pointe three times since Easter.  You know, back in 2004, 2005, when we were 

planting the church, Bryan Clark cast a vision.  He said, “You know, if you are just looking for a 

small church [‘I just need a break from the big church,’] please, please, please don’t go to North 

Pointe because this is about a mission of reaching people, a mission that started here, is going to 

North Lincoln and is going around the world.”  And Elli is from Seward, and if Keira had been 

coming here and said, “Would you come with me to Lincoln Berean?” that distance might have 

been prohibitive.  But as it was, North Pointe was a shorter distance.  She’s come; now she’s invited 

someone else.  So thank you for being a part of that and standing behind us as we reach out in North 

Lincoln like you are doing in South Lincoln.   

 

Also thanks that when you launched this eight years ago, you didn’t go, “God bless you and we’ll 

see you!”  But you continued to be a resource for us.  This last week you had folks from your light 

team helping us to put up our light team and came in with expertise and vision, and people are 

doing stuff that counts.  That video was shot and edited by someone here in Lincoln Berean.  So 

thank you! You continue to resource, and the vision for reaching people goes beyond South 

Lincoln.   

 

Lastly, on a personal note, I was on staff here from 2002 to 2005.  And when we came, our kids 

were one and four, and many of you cared for them.  The child care, as a parent, I’m grateful for 

that.  Like every other parent, I’m wondering where the time goes, because our oldest boy starts this 

year as a freshman in Lincoln East, and our youngest boy starts as a middle schooler at Lux.  But 

thanks for caring for our kids and helping to build the foundation as they walk with God.   

 

We are telling our story a little bit—and my life was marked by financial instability in my home 

growing up.  When I was through the age of six to the age of sixteen, my dad had seven different 

jobs.  He couldn’t get along with his bosses and was always getting fired—and we moved three 

times.  And sometimes the stress of those moves, the older we got, the higher the stakes, where my 

mom would say, “Well, what about…” and then a big fight would ensue, and a lot of times, 

(smack!), from up above, I’d hear him hit her, and he would say these words, “Don’t you know we 

are on the edge of financial disaster and you’re worried about a move?”  I say that all as a backdrop.  

When I started college in the fall of 1978 at Texas A & M, I was determined to secure my 

livelihood, because I had seen so much, I thought: I don’t want to go that way.  I liked chemistry; I 

liked math, so I picked chemical engineering as a major, and I was delighted to find out in the 
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summer of 1978—because the petrol chemical industry was booming—there were six jobs for every 

engineer.  They said probably double that for petroleum or chemical engineering.  I thought, “I got 

it!”  All I need to do is graduate and I can secure my livelihood, which I so desperately wanted to 

do.   

 

But then something very unplanned happened in my freshmen year: I was found by Jesus Christ.  I 

got involved in a dorm Bible study; I came to faith in February of 1979, second semester of my 

freshmen year, got baptized in a fountain on campus right across from the biggest dining hall—a 

very public baptism.  I got back to my dorm room, and where many of you might have celebrated 

your coming to faith, I shook, because I realized I had ceded control over to Jesus Christ, and I 

wondered what He would do with my goal to secure my livelihood.  Here’s what I’ve been finding 

out these last 34 years.  I’m slow; I’m getting it slowly.  Security is not found in a job.  God calls 

you to be an engineer, teacher, nurse, plumber; for the glory of God, do it!  But don’t look for your 

security in that job, your financial security.  And that’s what I was doing.  But God has been 

showing me, it’s not in a job, Andy.  It’s in Me.   

 

If there is any comfort I have, it’s a lesson that God’s people had to learn throughout the ages.  One 

story particularly catches me.  It’s a story of a shepherd boy named David.  He was out in the field 

and God sent His prophet Samuel to anoint a king. And David got called in and He called him to be 

the next king.  David was a man that was loved by others and he was courageous.  He was a great 

warrior, but he had some lessons to learn about security, finding his security in God.  And the stakes 

for David were much higher.  His life was on the line.  But I find some principles that I resonate 

with as I’ve lived my search for security.   

 

So if you’ve got a Bible, take it and open to 1 Samuel 23 and 24.  I want to go through there and 

talk about David’s story in parallel with mine.  As you’re turning there, let me try to set the stage.  

Israel wanted a king, so God finally said, “Okay, you can have Saul.”  Saul started well but then he 

took things into his own hand.  At one point God said, “You know what, you are done as king—and 

I’m done with you!”  That’s where David gets anointed.  But Saul is very aware, very threatened by 

David’s growing popularity.  So he sets out to kill David, to end his life.  So the chase is on.  And 

we are going to pick up that chase.  Saul is pursuing David to end his life.  We pick it up in 1 

Samuel 23.  Israel is being attacked by its archenemy, the Philistines.  And there are some widely- 

guarded agricultural outposts.  So David wonders: Would God have him step in the gap and protect 

these people?  Here’s what it says in verse 2.  It says: 

 

So David inquired of the LORD, saying, “Shall I go and attack these Philistines?” 

And the LORD said to David, “Go and attack the Philistines and deliver Keilah.” 
(*NASB, 1 Samuel 23:2) 

 

But David’s men, well, they’re not so sure.  Listen to what they say in verse 3: 

 

“...Behold, we are afraid here in Judah (Well, what are you afraid about? Afraid, 

because Saul is pursuing).  How much more then if we go to Keilah against the ranks 

of the Philistines?”  (So) Then David inquired of the LORD once more.  And the 

LORD answered him and said, “Arise, go down to Keilah, for I will give the 

Philistines into your hand.”  So David and his men went to Keilah and fought with the 

Philistines; and he led away their livestock and struck them with a great slaughter.  

Thus David delivered the inhabitants of Keilah. (Vs. 3-5) 
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Verses 7 and 8, you can read Saul’s response.  He’s just absolutely convinced that God is at work to 

give David into his hands under these circumstances.  It shows how wrong we can be presuming 

upon God when we are out of fellowship with Him.  Well, in verses 9 through 12, David seeks the 

LORD and says, “What’s going to happen if I stay in Keilah?”  They said, “Saul’s coming after 

you; you need to go.”  So he goes out into the wilderness in Ziph in verses 13 and 14.  While he’s 

out there, he gets a visit from an old friend.  I want to pick it up that conversation in verse 16.  It 

says this: 

 

And Jonathan, Saul’s son, arose and went to David at Horesh, and encouraged him in 

God.   Thus he said to him, “Do not be afraid, because the hand of Saul my father will 

not find you, and you will be king over Israel and I will be next to you; and Saul my 

father knows that also.”  So the two of them made a covenant before the LORD; and 

David stayed at Horesh while Jonathan went to his house. (Vs. 16-18) 
 

What did Jonathan do?  He encouraged David in the LORD and he said, “You are going to be king, 

and my father Saul, he’s not going to get to you.”  David ought to know that; I mean, God anointed 

him to be king way back then.  God doesn’t break His word.  God’s all powerful.  But you know 

what, when you get into the circumstances and you are being chased around, you forget.  And 

David needed a friend to come alongside and say, “You know what, this is who God is.  This is 

what He said.  This is what’s going to happen.”  And I would suggest to you that many, if not all of 

us, are in that process of learning to trust God.  And it’s in the hard circumstances that we do that.  

But we need a friend to come alongside of us, and say, “Remember who God is?  Remember what 

he said?  Remember you can trust Him.”  Because we get so concerned by what’s at hand, we 

forget. The question is: Do you have those friends?  Are you cultivating those relationships that you 

have intimacy and trust that people can come alongside and know what you are going through and 

speak into your life? 

 

Part of my story of learning to trust God was the fifteen years I was on staff with Campus Crusade.  

I had to raise my financial support like every other missionary.  Because I came to faith in college 

and I didn’t have a home church, that was a daunting task, especially starting out.  After I finished 

school at A & M, I lived with a friend in Dallas.  He had a roommate, and I just had a year or two 

with this guy who I knew.  His name was Ross and he had worked for Campus Crusade years 

earlier.  When I was in the initial part of that support-raising process, many times I would come 

home at night, two, three times a week, and we would sit at the table, and he would pull out his 

Bible, and he would leaf through and he would say, “Andy, let me remind you of these verses …” 

This meant a lot to me.  What did he do?  He just simply reminded me of who God was and what 

God had promised in my life.  You know that gave me strength to stay the course.  Are you 

cultivating those friendships?  Do you have them?  Because you are going to need them when you 

are in God’s course of learning to trust Him.  

 

Well, in verses 19 through 23, the people of Ziph wanted to get in good with Saul, so they sell 

David out.  They say, “He’s here.”  In verses 24 and 25 we read about Saul’s pursuit of David, and 

here’s the climax in verse 26.  Here’s what it says: 

 

Saul went on one side of the mountain, and David and his men on the other side of the 

mountain; and David was hurrying to get away from Saul, for Saul and his men were 

surrounding David and his men to seize them.  
 

And this chase has been protracted and it’s long.  And each time, David narrowly escaped and now, 

it looks like David’s luck has run out because Saul is right there.  He’s on the cusp; he’s 
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surrounding him; they are going to seize him.  And look what happens in verses 27 through 29.  

Here’s what it says: 

 

But a messenger came to Saul, saying, “Hurry and come, for the Philistines have 

made a raid on the land.”  So Saul returned from pursuing David, and went to meet 

the Philistines; therefore they called that place the Rock of Escape.  David went up 

from there and stayed in the strongholds of Engedi.  
 

Can you believe that?  What luck, right?  What an incredible coincidence?  It’s no luck.  It’s no 

coincidence.  It’s the sovereign God at work in circumstances to teach David, “You can trust Me.”  

He’s building a king who will take Israel to the heights.  But first, he’s got to learn: Security is in 

God.   

 

We won’t turn there, but if you go back to 1 Samuel 22—because David was being chased—he was 

concerned for his family, so he took his whole family and he went to Moab.  And it says he was in 

the stronghold at Moab.  And you know: Moab was Israel’s enemy.  He’s safe; he’s secure; he’s in 

control; he’s strong.  I think, “Well, David, you can just wait this out here.  Let God do His thing 

with Saul over there in Judah, and when Saul is done with, you can march in and it would seem 

good.”  But then God sends His prophet Gad to David.  You know what He says to David?  “You 

need to go back to Judah.”  What happened to the safe, strong and secure and in-control place?  

David was sent out of that to a place where he was vulnerable and exposed and weak and out of 

control.  Why will God do that?  Because that’s the place we learn faith.  We don’t get it in Moab 

where we are safe and strong and secure and in control.  It’s when we are vulnerable, weak, 

exposed, out of control, then we have to depend on God.  That’s where God has David learn the 

lesson of trusting Him.   

 

So here’s my question for you:  Do you have circumstances in your life where you feel vulnerable, 

where you feel weak, where you feel out of control, where you feel exposed?  You wonder, “God, 

what are you doing?”  Let me tell you what He’s doing.  He’s teaching you; He’s teaching me—

faith.  So maybe it’s a relationship.  Maybe it’s a child, I mean, you love this child like every parent. 

You care about your child, but he seems to be going the wrong way, not doing well in school, says 

he’s going to walk away; he’s in rebellion…“God, what’s the deal?”  Welcome to the school of 

faith.  Maybe it’s a parent.  Man, you are trying to break away; you’ve got to push away because the 

control’s high.  “God, what’s going on?”  Welcome to the school of faith; learn our security is in 

God.  Maybe it’s a health issue. I mean, you do your physical therapy everyday but it’s not getting 

better.  It hurts more.  Or you are taking your medicine and the numbers are going the wrong way.  

Or you are in a job search; you are in the market over 15,000; they say the economy’s picking up, 

but you’d never know it by what you are going through.  “What’s going on, God?”  It’s in these 

places where we are vulnerable, exposed, weak, out of control, where we have to depend on God.  

That’s what God did with David—that he might learn faith.   

 

Here’s the challenge.  You’ve got, I know I’ve got, when we get into the situations, I just want to 

end it.  I just want to get out.  I just want to get it over with.  And the tendency is going to be to 

illegitimately end what God is allowing in our lives.  And David has that opportunity in 1 Samuel 

24.  And here’s how it goes: 

 

Now when Saul returned from pursuing the Philistines, he was told, saying, “Behold, 

David is in the wilderness of Engedi.” So off goes Saul.  Verse 2: 
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Then Saul took three thousand chosen men from all Israel and went to seek David 

and his men in front of the Rocks of the Wild Goats. 

  

Three thousand men!  David has about four hundred.  This is about a 10 to 1 deal.  Those aren’t 

great odds in battle.  But here’s David’s opportunity.  Verse 3, here we go: 

 

He came to the sheepfolds (He, being Saul) on the way, where there was a cave; and 

Saul went in to relieve himself (that he’s going to answer nature’s call).  Now David and 

his men were sitting in the inner recesses of the cave.   
 

Can you believe that?  Saul has to go to the bathroom and he just happens to go in the cave where 

David and his men are hiding out.  David can put this chase...David can put this nightmare to an end 

with one strike of his spear. And if this isn’t of God, what is? And that’s what his men say in verse 

4: 

 

The men of David said to him, “Behold, this is the day of which the LORD said to 

you, (This is it!  This is God’s day, David!) ‘Behold; I’m going to give your enemy into 

your hand, and you shall do to him as it seems good to you.’” (Man, he’s got this 

encouragement.  This is God.  So what does David do?)  Then David arose and cut off 

the edge of Saul’s robe.  

 

Are you kidding me?  David, man, you could end this thing right now.  You cut off his robe?  

That’s weak!  You missed it, pal.  Listen to what David says in verses 5 through 7: 

 

It came about afterward that David’s conscience bothered him because he had cut off 

the edge of Saul’s robe.  What’s this all about?  Verse 6: 

 

So he said to his men, “Far be it from me because of the LORD that I should do this 

thing to my lord, the LORD’s anointed, to stretch out my hand against him, since he 

is the LORD’s anointed.” (Here’s one thing I know about Saul; He’s God’s anointed, and 

I know I’m not to touch God’s anointed.  So I’m not going to do it.)  David persuaded his 

men with these words and did not allow them to rise up against Saul.  Saul arose, left 

the cave, and went on his way. (Vs. 6-7) 
 

David wouldn’t end it illegitimately.  What would have happened if he’d killed Saul?  We don’t 

know.  But we wonder what would have happened to David as king.  Surely he wouldn’t have 

learned his lessons that he needed to about faith.   

 

Yes, I understand this temptation to end things illegitimately because I’m so prone to do it.  From 

1999 to 2002 I served in a small church in Arizona.  It just wasn’t working.  It wasn’t a good fit.  So 

finally the elders and I decided we needed to part ways.  So we let everybody know publicly so we 

could get rid of all the rumors:  This is what’s happening.  We decided on March 1
st
, 2002, I would 

have six months to find another job.  I was to continue as the pastor, and they would look, and 

September 1
st
, 2002, I was out of job.  So about two or three weeks into this process, you know, you 

network; somebody knows somebody, and somebody knows there’s a church in Tucson who’s 

looking for a pastor.  So I sent my resume; I sent a tape, and they called me and said, “We’d like 

you to come up and visit with us.”  So it’s about an hour and fifteen minute drive up from Sierra 

Vista, where we were, to Tucson.  So I went up there, and I went with Hope; we packed up the two 

kids and we went.  And it was about two to three hours just visiting and getting to know them.  I 

thought it went pretty well.  So I thought: Man, maybe I’ll get the job I need because I’ve only got 
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five months now.  So we get into the car and Hope says, “Andy, I think they are going to come and 

ask you to candidate...but I don’t think we should go.”  I thought, “Um, that’s not what I wanted to 

hear.” (laughter)  It’s about an hour and fifteen minutes back from Tucson to Sierra Vista and it was 

one of the most—we were talking about after; she came to the service last night and we were 

talking about it afterwards, and she said, “Andy, that was one of the most—unpleasant drives I’ve 

ever had with you.”  Because I vacillated from being silent to being snippy.  Now I want you to see 

some pictures of our kids at this time.  This is right in this time frame when we are doing the job 

search.  Because these guys were so little, I felt incredibly vulnerable, incredibly exposed.  So we 

were driving back from Tucson to Sierra Vista, and when I’m not being silent, I’m saying 

something like this, “Hey, Hope, you know Drew there in the car seat back there, he’s nine months 

old.  He doesn’t have a whole lot of earning power.  I need a job.”  A little bit would go by, and I 

would say, “Oh, and Chris, he’s three and a half.  He’s a little bit older, but he still doesn’t have 

much earning power.  I need a job.  And you are saying you don’t think that’s it.”  And she said, 

“Well, Andy, we said it’s going to be a step of faith.”  At that point, I wanted to say, “Man, are we 

taking this faith thing too far?” But I couldn’t say that because I was a pastor and I’m not supposed 

to say those kinds of things.  (laughter)  So I was pretty much silent.  We got home, and then she 

says this.  She says, “Andy, tell you what, if you want to do that church in Tucson, go ahead.  But 

you know, it’s exactly the same kind of church we decided wasn’t good for us here in Sierra  

Vista—and I like Sierra Vista a lot more.  It’s cooler; it’s cleaner.  So tell you what, why don’t you 

talk to the elders, because they will take you back and you’ll just be here and we’ll just serve here.”  

At that point, I was thinking through every verse in the Bible that talked about women being silent 

(laughter) to see if I can get her to apply...at this point.  You know what, she was right—and it took 

me a day or so.  The email came the next day and asked me to candidate. I turned it down.  But I 

had been in the search like three weeks; it’s almost a month.  I was stressed out.  I needed a job and 

I was just going to grab something I shouldn’t have grabbed at.  I’m so glad I didn’t.   

 

A couple of months went by and we had a church in Indiana that I thought was going to be it, and 

that didn’t work out.  I got back in the middle of June—nothing, nothing working, nothing on the 

table—when I get a call from Lincoln, Nebraska, saying, “Would you like to interview with Pastor 

Mark Kremer?”  And I thought: you wouldn’t believe how much I’d like to interview with Pastor 

Mark Kremer!  “When are you available?”  “Whenever! Really! Whenever!”  (laughter) 

 

But you know, I wonder: are you struggling with the same temptation to end what God’s doing in 

your life illegitimately?  You know, maybe you are fifteen, sixteen; you are a sophomore; you are at 

an age when friendships mean a lot.  I understand that.  And you go to the cafeteria at East or 

Southwest, or Norris, or Lincoln Christian, wherever you go, and you are at the end of the table.  

That’s a literal, that’s a figurative picture because you are on the outside looking in, and it hurts.  

And two tables over there, there’s a group that’s calling you and inviting you, but you know that if 

you are to unite with them, if you are to connect with them, it will cost you everything that you 

believe true as far as being moral...drinking, and all these kinds of things.  God’s doing a work.  

He’s teaching that He’ll meet your need for significance.  Will you trust Him or will you end it 

illegitimately?   

 

Maybe for you, it’s not being in high school.  You are out of high school, in fact, you are out of 

college.  You are well into your career, and you are still single.  And you are single way longer than 

you thought you would ever be.  You feel incredibly vulnerable and incredibly exposed.  It’s the 

season of weddings.  It’s the summer.  You are in two more; you are a groomsman or you are a 

bridesmaid, and people ask you, “Well, anything working?”  “No, not really.”  And now there’s this 

young man or young woman who’s shown interest and you can’t remember the last time you had a 

date.  But you know, they are nice, but they don’t have an interest in God at all.  And God’s 
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teaching you something about meeting your need for intimacy and meeting your need for 

significance but there’s temptation to short circuit the process.  Will you believe God?  Because He 

wants to do a work in your life, or will you short circuit it?  

  

Maybe for you, it’s not getting married.  You are married and it’s been seven or eight years.  But in 

the seven or eight years, there’ve been two kids; mother-in-law has been sick; the marriage isn’t 

quite what it used to be.  And there’s some distance there, and God’s teaching you to work at 

unconditional love.  But there’s this co-worker at the office, and that person makes you feel the way 

your spouse used to make you feel.  I mean, nothing’s gone on; you guys haven’t gone away; you 

haven’t done anything like that.  But you know, you know that you are spending a little bit too 

much time in conversation, a little bit too much time in that person’s office.  Will you believe God 

for the lessons of what He wants to teach you about unconditional love, security in Him?  Or will 

you end the process illegitimately?   

 

Or maybe for you, family’s going good, marriage’s good, but you’ve got two kids, and man, 

finances are tough.  When you get to the end of the month, and you’ve got your own business, God 

teaches us something about providing, but you are tempted to begin billing for, you know, hours 

spent monitoring email while you know there are no hours, no reason to bill for.  Will you end it 

illegitimately or will you trust God?   

 

See, if we’ll see the process through, I believe God will do something in our work, in our life, that 

frees us.  We find our security in Him.  We don’t have to reach out to all these other things.  Then 

He’ll have done something through us.  These lessons I learned in raising support, going through 

these job searches, they stood me well, stood us well in the church-plant process.  We were five 

years looking for land and property before we moved into our own building.  I can’t tell you how 

stretching that was.  There was part of me that thought: the price of land—we’ll never get it!  Then 

we’d have an option...no, the door closes there.  We’d have another option...no, the door closes 

there.  But I cannot tell you how much I honestly believe we cannot be in a more strategic place 

than we are right now.  We back up to I-80; we are just off 27
th

, really visible.  God worked and He 

gave us the place.  I had to wait on Him and believe Him.  Those lessons stood me well.   

 

About two years ago, it was just the two of us in full-time, and we had a number of families with 

junior high and senior high students.  It came time, perhaps we ought to think about hiring a student 

pastor.  And Jared Harms who we knew, he had worked as a volunteer; he and his wife, Lindsay, 

had worked as volunteers.  A chapter closed in his life in Omaha and he was available and he was 

looking for a job.  My colleague Dick LeBlanc said to me, “What do you think?”  My initial thought 

was: great guy, but we don’t have the budget.  “Let’s talk about it again.  I’ll think about it and pray 

about it over the weekend.”  But over the weekend, God convicted me of two things: One, the 

purpose of church ultimately is not financial viability; it’s to reach people.  And Jared could help us 

reach people.  And secondly, He’s always provided.  So why would He stop now?  So we made the 

decision to go forward.  I’m so glad we did.  We’ve got a vibrant student ministry going, and Jared 

has led us in a couple of areas I didn’t even see, serving in the community and getting our facilities, 

our environment, so it’s more attractive.  You know, if I had shut that down, saying, it’s not safe 

financially… so glad I learned those lessons through the process.  But I learned a few.  I want to 

say, God wants to do the same thing with you as you see that process through.  Will you do it?  

Because it’s in those times when we are vulnerable and exposed that we learn that our security is in 

Him.   

 

The rest of the passage you can read through.  In verses 8 through 15, David confronts Saul, and 

then we get Saul’s response in verses 16 through 22.  And read the rest of 1 Samuel; it’s David’s 
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trek of learning to trust God.  Sometimes he has great success, and other times he fails, but in the 

end, God gets him to where he needs to be and he leads Israel to the heights.   

 

Let me return, in closing, just to my time as a college student.  For three years I floundered in my 

faith, and in my second semester of my senior year, I moved in with a guy who began to speak 

God’s Word into my life.  This is a big church; I know a lot of you people wouldn’t know him, but 

Brian Edwards was my college roommate.  He was my contact here.  He was the singles’ pastor 

before I was.  He and his wife are on their way back to being missionaries in Bulgaria.  He began, in 

a context of our friendship, to speak God’s Word into my life and my life began to change.  And 

then to kick it over the top, about March of that senior year—March of 1982—Brian’s brother Chris 

was diagnosed with wide spread cancer and I was in the apartment when he made the collect call 

from the hospital in Houston to let us know.  And I’ll never forget that call.  In the context of the 

conversation, he said, “Andy, they think my torso is 90% covered by cancer.”  I’m usually the one 

with comeback, but I had no comeback.  And he said to me, “It’s okay.  God’s in control.”  And as I 

watched him die—I’ve heard powerful messages and I’ve heard powerful songs—but I’ve never 

been impacted by a life: God’s power perfected in weakness.  And after eight or nine months, he 

died.  But God began to get a hold of me.  I said, “Man, this Jesus thing is real.  Andy, you need to 

think about your life.”  So I got all this going on and I graduated in May of 1982.  I got an 

engineering degree; I’ve had two summer jobs, enough to know I don’t want to work as an 

engineer.  So what do you do when you got a degree and you have no interest in working in the 

field?  You go to graduate school!  (laughter) So that’s what I did—signed up, went to the MBA 

program and started in the fall of 1982.   

 

And that fall I was involved with Campus Crusade.  They came in and they made their presentation 

for us to consider summer missions.  I had seen that presentation at least four, if not five times—a 

lot of times but it was like water off a duck’s back—I’m not going because I’ve got plans.  But this 

time, because God was at work, I said, “God, I want to go,” and He said, “You are going.”  And that 

decision was so significant because it was the first time I allowed God to change my plans, to secure 

my livelihood.  And I knew God was at work in my life; I just wasn’t sure where it was going.  I 

thought it probably has something to do with Campus Crusade, maybe being a pastor some day.  

But what still bothered me was none of that seemed very secure.  Because, whether you are a 

missionary, whether you are a pastor, you are still depending on other people’s charity, right?  After 

they pay their mortgage, they pay their bills; they pay this; they pay that.  If they’ve got any money 

left over, they’d send it in. They’d send either to headquarters or they’d put it in the collection plate.  

That seemed really insecure to me.  So I was going forward, but I was unnerved by that.  About 

three months after that decision, God gave me my first lesson that pushed me down the road.  My 

security is in Him.  I went over to see a chemical engineering professor.  In the course of our 

conversation—so this is January, February, 1983—he said to me, “Andy, have you heard what’s 

happened to the price of a barrel of oil?”  I said, “No.”  He said, “It’s gone from $36 to $18 almost 

overnight.   And all your classmates who got jobs last May, they’re all being laid off.”  And he said, 

“For the first time in the history of Texas A & M chemical engineering department, we are not 

going to place all of our graduates this May.  In fact, we won’t place 50%; we’ll be fortunate to 

place 25%.”  You know what I did?  I walked away from that conversation, going, “Man, where did 

six jobs for every engineer go, better if you are a chemical engineer?  Where’d that all go?”  The 

year before, I had interviewed six times and got five offers, not because I was that good of a 

student, just because it was supply and demand.  I said, “Man, where did six interviews and five 

jobs go?”  Gone like that.  God spoke to me in those circumstances and said, “Do you see?  Do you 

see security is not found in a job, it’s found in Me!”   
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And I have been walking that road for the last thirty or so years.  And I’m slow to learn; I go three 

steps forward and two steps back, and many of you, I guess, would be on the same road.  It’s not 

false humility to say that many of you probably would be ahead of me in understanding that.  We 

are all in process, aren’t we?  We are learning our security is not in this, but it’s in God.  Here’s my 

question: Will you join me in the hard circumstances of life to embrace God’s work that we might 

find our security truly is in Him—for our well-being and for His glory?  Let me pray for us. 

 

 

 

 

Father in Heaven, we are grateful for the life of someone like David in the honesty, 

in the struggle, and the failure, and the victories, and the trustworthiness that You 

have.  LORD, thanks that we can believe in You, that You are at work.  As we sang, 

“You work all things together for our good,” and if we’ll be open to You, we’ll find 

the freedom, the certainty that security is not found in anything here on earth, but 

it’s found in You.  Thank You that You love us.  In Jesus’ Name.  Amen.    
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