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Is God Really in Control? 
Daniel 6 

Pastor Dan Moeller 

I do appreciate this opportunity to share this morning. Lincoln Berean has had a significant impact 

on my life and so I've had for a long time a great fondness for this church and fondness for its 

people. Many people here have had a tremendous impression on my life and my spiritual growth so 

I just find it a real privilege to come today and share one of my favorite stories that comes from the 

Old Testament and if you haven't guessed, also where I get my name. So, it's deeply personal.  

But, I want to start this morning by first just asking you a question. Have you ever wondered if God 

is in control? Have you ever wondered if He truly has everything under His power? And I'm not 

talking about the Sunday School answer, I'm not talking about the "good Christian" response, "well, 

of course, God's in control". I'm talking about the question that comes to our mind, maybe late at 

night, when we're having trouble sleeping and either our lives or somebody's life that we know has 

just been turned upside down. Maybe it's a job change that's just rocked our world, maybe we're 

watching a loved one who is experiencing a struggle in their life and it doesn't seem to let up. 

Maybe it's a health problem that we're experiencing and it just isn't getting any better. Maybe we're 

watching our parents and they're going their separate ways. We're wrestling in our own soul, "is 

God really in control?" Does God really have everything under His control? I had a moment like 

that. A moment in my life where I wondered and I questioned within my very soul, God are you 

really who say you are? Are you really in control? And so, this morning I'd like to share with you a 

little bit of my story but I'd also like to interweave that with the story of the Old Testament prophet 

Daniel because I think Daniel had to wrestle with this very same issue in his life. God, are you truly 

in control? And to really understand Daniel's life you have to go back into the events that were 

unfolding around him. If you remember there was the nation of Israel but after Solomon the nation 

is broken in half, there is the Northern Kingdom which is Israel and there's the Southern Kingdom 

which is Judah. Israel falls to the Assyrians but Judah continues for quite a long time. But, in their 

rebellion against God, God finally disciplines them as a country and as a nation. The Babylonians 

come in under the King Nebuchadnezzar. They lay siege to the city of Jerusalem and finally the 

nation is conquered, the King is deported. And Jerusalem is really laid to waste by the Babylonians. 

Walls are knocked down and Solomon's temple, the place of worship for God's people is destroyed. 

Some of the brightest and most gifted in the country and those of the royal house are picked up and 

deported to Babylon, the center of power for the Babylonians. And there they are going to be 

trained and prepared to be servants of the king, their new master. And Daniel is one of those people. 

Daniel witnesses his life completely turned upside down. Everything he had known, everything he 

had appreciated, everything he had experienced, the very basis of his faith is destroyed. Daniel finds 

himself now as the servant of the Babylonian king and I have to believe in his heart he wondered, 

"God, are you really in control?".  

My life isn't nearly that dramatic. I grew up in several different places but where I would say was 

my home for much of the time was here in Lincoln. When I was going into the fourth grade my 

parents made a dramatic change. They went from kind of urban professionals here in Lincoln to 

living on a small acreage outside of a small town in Northeast Nebraska and the changes in 

circumstance and what I would experience would have a tremendous effect on life. One of the 

changes that really happened there, we went from going to a mainline church here in Lincoln to a 

very small fundamentalist church in Northeast Nebraska and that influence and environment would 

have a tremendous impact on the trajectory of my life.  I would say for good and for not so good.  



Well, Daniel's challenges start very quickly and very early and he has to make a decision about 

what he believes about God and who's he's going to follow. It will start with the very food that he is 

going to eat. You see, as he was being prepared to be a servant to the king, it meant he got to eat the 

food from the king's table which was the best food in the land. But, Daniel makes a decision that he 

is not going to eat that food. Now, there have been many different views of why that is. I think the 

reason why Daniel refuses and doesn't want to eat the king's food is because the food was a part of 

the worship of the Babylonian idols. And so Daniel goes to the person that is over his training, he 

and his friends ask that they not have to eat that food, instead that they could eat just some 

vegetables. And so the servant of the king relents but it's for a time period, it's to test it out because 

he's concerned that Daniel's not going to develop like the rest of the young men that were taken 

from Israel. And God rewards Daniel for his faith, so much so, that Daniel and his friends stand out 

before the king, they're healthier, they're stronger, their wiser. And so God rewards that faith of 

Daniel.  

But there is a greater crisis that happens very quickly. King Nebuchadnezzar who's king of the 

Babylonians has a dream. And the dream so utterly shakes his foundation that he goes to his 

spiritual advisors, sorcerers and magicians and he asks for an interpretation of the dream. But, 

Nebuchadnezzar is no fool. I think Nebuchadnezzar asks something that was just incredibly 

brilliant! Because I think Nebuchadnezzar knew the power the interpretation could affect his 

kingdom, he first says to his advisors, before you tell me the interpretation I want you to tell me the 

dream. Well, these advisors tell the king, this is impossible! You've got to first tell us what the 

dream is and we will tell you what the dream means! Nebuchadnezzar's response is quite simple, he 

says to them, either tell me the dream or you die. It's as simple as that. I think Nebuchadnezzar 

wanted to make sure these advisors really knew what they were talking about. Well, the advisors, 

the magicians, the sorcerers are in a panic! They tell the king, this is impossible!! There is no man 

in this land who can tell you what your dream was, so king, please just tell us what your dream was 

and we will give you the interpretation. The king's response is really quite simple, tell me what my 

dream was or you will die. And not only them, but anybody in his court that had an influence or a 

role in being these kind of spiritual advisors. And so the order goes out and the guard goes to Daniel 

and his friends because of their role in the government and his ministry and they are told that they 

must die. Daniel asks for some time and he and his friends begin to pray and ask God for help and 

deliverance and God gives to Daniel not only the interpretation but he shows him the very dream 

that Nebuchadnezzar has had. And it's an incredible dream. We don't have time to go into what all 

that dream was about but as Daniel shares with Nebuchadnezzar that dream records the rise and fall 

of different kingdoms and shows kingdom will come and kingdom will fall and one will replace that 

and one will fall. But the thread that goes through is there is one that is in control and that is God 

Himself. And Daniel makes sure that Nebuchadnezzar understands this is not Daniel saying this, 

this has been revealed to him by God Himself.  

There were many more events that happened in Daniel's life. We have the statue that 

Nebuchadnezzar builds and wants everybody to worship. Daniel's friends refuse to bow before that 

statue and so Nebuchadnezzar orders them thrown into the fiery furnace and as Nebuchadnezzar's 

looking into that furnace he doesn't see just three, he sees four individuals. Three had gone in but 

now there are four! And we believe that it's a pre-incarnate Jesus that is in there with those men and 

nobody is singed and Nebuchadnezzar has them come out and recognizes that there is something 

special about these young men and the God that they follow. And then Nebuchadnezzar himself is 

going to be humbled. Nebuchadnezzar will fall into a stupor and act like a beast for seven years 

until finally at the end of that period he acknowledges there is one God, that God who is over all 

who has all things in His power. And in response to that, Nebuchadnezzar not only regains his 

sanity, but God restores Nebuchadnezzar to being king of his kingdom. Tremendous stories, 



tremendous events that Daniel was either part of or gave witness to, that over and over, God was 

reinforcing in Daniel's life, I am indeed a God who is in control.  

When my family moved to that acreage outside that small town, one thing I experienced and figured 

out early on is that if you weren't born in that community, your roots weren't originally  there, you 

were an outsider. I experienced a great deal of isolation and rejection. I had the experience that 

many of us had, lots of teasing, pointing out differences. But, even more so one of the things that 

was going on is, part of this church that I was a part of was a very fundamentalist church and being 

fundamentalist we had our good list. You might be familiar with those lists. Those lists, you 

couldn't go to movies, you couldn't dance, you couldn't play cards, you couldn't, you couldn't, you 

couldn't..... AND you couldn't hang out with people that did! And so, slowly I felt myself becoming 

more and more isolated because I wanted to be what I understood God wanted me to be and to 

follow that list. I made choices.  I just couldn't participate in some of the things that they did and 

again it became more and more clear that this was going to be a lonely road. Now, I had a great 

family and great support in that way but very few friends. But, during that time I sensed God calling 

me, drawing me to Himself. In fact, I remember a place on our acreage that looked out over a valley 

and I would go there and I would sit and pray and think and reflect on who God was. And I believe 

it was during that time that God kind of started to strengthen this foundation even though I believe I 

had somewhat of a warped view, this foundation of trusting God even though the circumstances of 

life were difficult and confusing.  

Daniel comes to a point in his story of incredible crisis. Now, when we get to Daniel 6 and the story 

that we most know about Daniel we have to remember Daniel's no longer a young man. The events 

that we talked about before all happened when he was quite young, now Daniel's in his 80's. And he 

has witnessed some of the very events that he had seen in that dream of Nebuchadnezzar's. 

Kingdoms had changed, Nebuchadnezzar had died, there had been a series of rulers and then there 

came events that are recorded in chapter 5 where the Babylonian empire itself fell. And it was an 

overnight deal, where overnight, there wasn't even a battle and the city of Babylon changed hands. 

And now the Meads and Persians and their kingdom were now the rulers of Babylon and that 

empire. And so Daniel, again, witnesses these transitions and changes in his life. He's elevated even 

though he's in his 80's, to a significant role in the new kingdom. In fact, he is made one of three 

administrators that are over all kind of business affairs that are happening in Babylon. He catches 

the eye of the king, so much so, the king now is intending to make Daniel the Prime Minister, the 

ruler under him of all his administrators. Well, this doesn't set well with the rest of the 

administrators and those under Daniel. But, they can't find anything wrong with what Daniel is 

doing. They look for ways that he's being dishonest or inept and they can't find anything to accuse 

him of, except one. And they determine the only way to get to Daniel is by his God that he follows. 

So, they cook up a plan and they present to the king, an edict or an order that the king would say for 

one month the only person, the only thing that could be worshipped was the king himself. For one 

month, everyone must worship just the king. And so, the king reads through that and they even go 

so far as to make it sound like Daniel is part of the agreement for this edict. So, the king signs the 

edict. So, we're left with the question, what will Daniel do?  

I'd like you turn to Daniel 6 and I'm going to start with verse 10:  

Now when Daniel knew that the document was signed, he entered his house (now in 

his roof chamber he had windows open toward Jerusalem); and he continued 

kneeling on his knees three times a day, praying and giving thanks before his God, as 

he had been doing previously. Then these men came by agreement and found Daniel 

making petition and supplication before his God. Then they approached and spoke 



before the king about the king’s injunction, “Did you not sign an injunction that any 

man who makes a petition to any god or man besides you, O king, for thirty days, is 

to be cast into the lions’ den?” The king replied, “The statement is true, according to 

the law of the Medes and Persians, which may not be revoked.” Then they answered 

and spoke before the king, “Daniel, who is one of the exiles from Judah, pays no 

attention to you, O king, or to the injunction which you signed, but keeps making his 

petition three times a day.” (Daniel 6:10-13, *NASB) 

I love Daniel's response in that because even knowing that this petition had been signed, he simply 

goes about his day as usual. He goes up to this little room that looked toward Jerusalem and he 

communed and he prayed to his God, just like he did every other day. Trusting in His God. Despite 

the circumstances and what may happen, he would continue to have a sweet experience in prayer 

and light with his God. Even though he knew that it might cost him his life.  

Then, as soon as the king heard this statement, he was deeply distressed and set his 

mind on delivering Daniel; and even until sunset he kept exerting himself to rescue 

him. 
 
Then these men came by agreement to the king and said to the king, 

“Recognize, O king, that it is a law of the Medes and Persians that no injunction or 

statute which the king establishes may be changed.”
 
Then the king gave orders, and 

Daniel was brought in and cast into the lions’ den. The king spoke and said to Daniel, 

“Your God whom you constantly serve will Himself deliver you.” (vs. 14-16) 

It's a very interesting statement from a pagan king.  

A stone was brought and laid over the mouth of the den; and the king sealed it with 

his own signet ring and with the signet rings of his nobles, so that nothing would be 

changed in regard to Daniel. 
 
Then the king went off to his palace and spent the night 

fasting, and no entertainment was brought before him; and his sleep fled from him.
 

Then the king arose at dawn, at the break of day, and went in haste to the lions’ den. 

When he had come near the den to Daniel, he cried out with a troubled voice. The 

king spoke and said to Daniel, “Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, 

whom you constantly serve, been able to deliver you from the lions?” (vs. 17-20) 

That's the question, isn't it? That's the question that keeps a king up all night. Will Daniel's God be 

able to deliver him from the lions? That's the question I think sometimes is in our hearts. God, are 

you really in control of the circumstances? Can I really trust You? Will You really come through? 

Will You really make sense in this situation? God, are You really in control? Then we have Daniel's 

sweet response.  

Then Daniel spoke to the king, “O king, live forever! My God sent His angel and shut 

the lions’ mouths and they have not harmed me, inasmuch as I was found innocent 

before Him; and also toward you, O king, I have committed no crime.” (vs. 21-22) 

So, Daniel, once again, sees this miraculous event where God sends His angel to shut the lion’s 

mouths and later on, just so we know we don't have any questions if they were just particularly non-

threatening lions, full lions, maybe they'd had enough to eat, the writer makes sure we understand, 

these were ravenous lions ready to do business. Daniel sees through these events, God is indeed in 

control.  



Years after my family had left that town in Northeast Nebraska and several things had transpired in 

my life, I made the decision to go to seminary. My wife and I had a wonderful experience there. But 

when I got done with seminary I just knew I wanted to come back to Nebraska. We were in 

Southern California at the time but this is where my roots were, this is where my family was, and so 

I knew this is where I wanted to come back to.  I interviewed for a small church in western 

Nebraska and my wife and I went and became a pastor there at that church. Now, seminary is great 

for preparing you and helping you process your theology and what you believe and so forth. What 

seminary doesn't prepare you for is conflict. My wife and I, unbeknownst to us, as we went through 

the interview process landed in a church that was in tremendous conflict. That, in fact, there were 

two sides and there was a war that was going on underneath the surface. And on one side we had a 

group of people that loved God and desired to follow Him but really had a tremendous desire to see 

the church reach out to the community and see people come to know Christ and really wanted to see 

the church change and be able to do that more effectively.  And on the other side we had a group of 

people and I think they loved God and desired to serve Him and they too wanted to see people come 

to know Christ but not at the expense of change in the church. And so, these two sides were in a 

struggle together and I found myself right in the middle of that.  

The thing that started to weigh on my soul was I started to see people, the people that said that they 

loved God and desired to know and desired to serve God, hurting and abusing other people. And I 

kept witnessing this and then the attention switched to me and I started to experience some of that 

myself and it began to wrestle in the core of my soul, God are you really in control? I think part of it 

goes all the way back to my childhood because there were seeds that started these questions flowing 

out of myself as I really wrested with what I believed about God. Mine wasn't an overnight thing. I 

would say I struggled with that for over a year. God, I know what to say is true, but in my soul I 

don't know if You're really in control. And some things flowed out of that experience that I'd like to 

share with you.  Kind of "for what it's worth" if this helps you in your journey.  

One of the things I figured out was that I could not base my belief in God on my emotions. That my 

emotions were going to be up and down based on the circumstances and what was going on but my 

faith in God had to be based on something else. My belief had to be based on a faith that God, 

despite the circumstances, is in control. I think that's one of things that Daniel learned. Daniel had to 

have an incredible emotional response to everything that transpired in his life, seeing the very city 

of Jerusalem crushed, the temple destroyed, everything he knew and experienced that was 

connected to his faith was destroyed and somehow despite that, and emotion had to be a part of that, 

Daniel continued to believe that God was in control. Something that I had to learn.  

The second thing I learned was I needed friends around me to help encourage me. We didn't talk a 

lot about this in Daniel's life but it's very evident Daniel had friends around him that were part of his 

support system, encouraging him and helping him process the events that were going on and 

believing in who God was. I found myself needing that even more in my life. I remember friends 

helping me and encouraging me. I even remember coming to Lincoln on a couple of occasions and 

talking to Bryan over breakfast and sharing with him what was going on and what I appreciate 

about him and other friends in my life they didn't point at me and didn't shake their finger at me and 

didn't say, well, you know better than this. They loved me. They encouraged me but they also 

pointed me in the right direction reminding me of who God is. And so, that was a valuable lesson 

that I learned.  

The third one and this may seem a little funny. But, I don't think God is intimidated anymore by our 

questions. In fact, I think God welcomes us to be honest about what we're really feeling and what 

we're thinking about. In fact, I think the Book of Daniel is, in part, given to us, given to the 



Israelites because of those questions. And here they've had everything turned upside down in their 

lives and everything has been changed and there had to be the question, God where are you? The 

Book of Daniel proclaims over and over again despite the events you have seen, God is still in 

control. Sometimes I think we get caught, at least I have, in thinking what God wants for us is to be 

a good Christian boy or girl and for my experience definitely went back to my upbringing in that 

fundamentalist church because we were taught, you didn't question God! You didn't challenge God! 

You didn't ask questions about God. You feared God. That was our role. And you followed the rules 

and tried to make God happy. But through that experience I think I gained an appreciation that God 

wants me to share my heart. God wants to know what is weighing on us, to be honest with him. He 

already knows, I think he longs for us to honestly talk to Him, here's what's going on in my life, 

Lord and I'm struggling and I need You, oh, I so desperately need You! I know I did.  

So, that would be my encouragement to you. I would encourage you to really process not letting 

your emotions dictate what you believe about God because emotions are going to be up and down. I 

encourage you to have people around you that would encourage your walk, to help point you in the 

right direction.  If you don't have that, I encourage you to talk to one of our staff members. We've 

got a great staff here that will help you process this because it's too important to walk through that 

alone.  But, most of all I would encourage you, talk to God about really what is on your heart. Don't 

fall into that trap of we have to be good Christian boys or girls but to share with God this is really 

what I'm struggling with and believing that God will be faithful and true to show you that He's a 

God that truly is in control.  

Father, I thank you for the amazing story of Daniel. Often we read this story, Lord, as kids 

and we kind of get excited about Daniel and the lions. But, Father, I believe Your story, the 

story of Daniel shows us this incredible truth that despite the circumstances of our lives 

and even though things may be turned upside down, You're still a God that's in control, 

You can still be trusted. And I pray for us as a body that we just continue to strive to know 

You and to share with You the very struggles of our own hearts. I thank You Father, I 

thank You, You loved us so much You gave us Your Son and I thank You, You desire to 

have a relationship with us and to continue to reveal to us, not only Your love for us, but 

also You're a God to be trusted. I pray these things in Your Son's Name, Amen.  
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