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We often take for granted what a valuable resource water is, because it is so readily available to us, 

and we seem to have it in almost unlimited supply.  My guess is that this week, today, and the 

weeks ahead, your main concern each day isn’t how you are going to provide water for each and 

every day.  Unless you are a farmer, you probably are not wondering and worrying where water is 

going to come from.  In this building alone, there are dozens of faucets and drinking fountains that 

we can go to at any time, and there is water there.  But, when we are in circumstances and when we 

are in places where water is scarce, it’s then that we see how valuable and how important water is—

in fact so valuable that people will even fight over it.  Even in this country, and I’m sure this is true 

of many states in the west, here in the United States, but in my wife’s home state of Montana, to this 

very day there are bitter disputes and lawsuits over water and water rights.  In fact, just two years 

ago a case went to the United States Supreme Court over a water dispute.  The state of Montana 

sued its neighbor to the south, the state of Wyoming because Montana claimed that the Wyoming 

farmers were taking too much water from a shared river system.  Well, this is in just a semi-arid 

place.  You can imagine, then, in arid regions of the world like the Middle East, how valuable and 

how precious water is.  And it makes sense, then, that in those parts of the world water is equated 

with life.  And in fact water plays a prominent role in the three major religions of the world—their 

views of the afterlife—and all coming from the Middle East.  Whether it is Islamic views of the 

multiple rivers flowing in paradise, or the Jewish view of this vision of this future age where living 

water will flow from the Temple, or in the Christian view of the New Creation where there is a river 

of life, water is seen to be life-giving.  So it makes sense, then, that Jesus would explain His mission 

in terms of water—that He came to bring living water to a barren world, to provide refreshment and 

restoration to a sin-scorched earth.  And this morning I would like for us to look at Jesus’ claims of 

being the provider of living water from the Gospel of John. 

 

If you have a Bible with you, please turn with me to John’s Gospel.  In the New Testament it is the 

fourth Gospel: Matthew, Mark, Luke and then John—and an understanding of any passage in 

John’s Gospel will have to see it in light of the purpose for which John wrote his Gospel.  And 

thankfully John clearly tells us what that is.  In Chapter 20, in verses 30 and 31, we see John’s 

purpose for writing what he wrote: 

 

Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not 

recorded in this Book.  But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the 

Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in His name.    
                                                                                                                 (*NIV, John 20:30-31) 

 

John wants to make a case that this Jesus of Nazareth is the Messiah.  He was the promised 

descendant of David, who would sit on David’s throne.  He would defeat His world’s enemies, 

rescue the people.  He would bring peace and justice and He would usher in God’s New World that 

made everything right again.  And John is saying that this Jesus is that guy, and through John’s 

Gospel, he provides seven signs to demonstrate that this Jesus is the Messiah: the turning of water 

into wine in Chapter 2, the healing of the official’s son in Chapter 4, in Chapter 5 the healing of a 

man at Bethesda, in Chapter 6 the feeding of the five thousand.  In Chapter 9 we have the healing of 

the man born blind, in Chapter 11 the raising Lazarus from the dead, and then in Chapters 19 and 20 

the seventh sign of the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus.  And through these signs, John puts 
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forth Jesus as the Promised One.   

 

But notice John isn’t just trying to convince people that Jesus is the Messiah.  He’s trying to do so, 

so that they put their confidence in Him and, by doing so, that they might have life.  What kind of 

life? Well elsewhere in John’s Gospel, John talks about the life being eternal life.  In a well-known 

verse, John 3:16, John tells us that God had such an intense love for the world that He sent Jesus, 

that whoever believes in Him...puts their confidence in Him...won’t perish but have eternal life.  

This life that John is talking about here is the eternal life.  But don’t think about the eternal life as 

life after death, or living forever.  That’s not what is in John’s mind.  It’s New Creation life.  It’s life 

associated with this New World that God would bring about when the Messiah came.  And John 

makes the case, as does the rest of the New Testament, that this New Creation life is available 

now—that with the coming of the Messiah we can enjoy the life that God has and always intended 

for us.   

 

With that background in mind, I want us to look at the two occasions in John’s Gospel where Jesus 

mentions living water, because we will see the living water connected with this life—this New 

Creation life.  So turn with me to John, Chapter 4.  Water plays a prominent role all throughout 

John’s Gospel.  It’s not until we get to Chapter 4 that we see Jesus bring up the subject of living 

water, and he does so in a conversation, a famous conversation, with the Samaritan woman at 

Jacob’s well.  And let’s listen to part of this encounter that Jesus has with this woman.  John 

Chapter 4, beginning in Verse 1: 

 

Now Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that He was gaining and baptizing 

more disciples than John—although in fact it was not Jesus who baptized, but His 

disciples.  So He left Judea and went back once more to Galilee.   

 

Now He had to go through Samaria.  So He came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, 

near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph.  Jacob’s well was there, 

and Jesus, tired as He was from the journey, sat down by the well.  It was about noon.   

 

When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a 

drink?”  (His disciples had gone into town to buy food.)   

 

The Samaritan woman said to Him, “You are Jew and I am a Samaritan woman.  

How can you ask me for a drink?”  (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans?)   

 

Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asked you for a 

drink, you would have asked Him and He would have given you living water.” 

 

 “Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep.  Where 

can you get this living water?  Are you greater than our father Jacob who gave us the 

well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his livestock?” 

 

Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever 

drinks the water I give them will never thirst.  Indeed the water I give them will 

become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”   

 

The woman said to Him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have 

to keep coming here to draw water.” (John 4:1-15)                                                                                                       
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A tired and thirsty Jesus plops down on the well of Jacob.  And the language here would have us 

believe that it really wasn’t “by” the well that Jesus sat, but “on” it.  We’ll see the importance of 

that in just a bit.  But this Samaritan woman, in the heat of the day, comes to the well to draw water.  

And it is there that she encounters Jesus and He asks her for a drink.  And Jesus, in doing this, has 

broken all the social rules of the day.  A man speaking to a woman, not his wife, in public was not 

acceptable—and He does that.  Furthermore, it is at a well, a place that came to be associated with 

where one went to get a woman.  After all, think in Israel’s history of Jacob and Isaac, where they 

obtained their wives—it was at a well.  But shocking as that is, this woman is a Samaritan woman, a 

bitter enemy of the Jews.  And in the writings of the Rabbis, a Samaritan woman, from cradle to 

grave, was considered completely unclean and impure.  And yet here is Jesus, not only talking with 

her, not only associating with her, but asking her for a drink.  Again the only thing from which to 

get water was what she brought with her.  Jesus, drinking from this unclean woman’s jar?  

Unthinkable!  And she’s shocked and surprised at this.  But then Jesus responds to her and says if 

she really knew who He was, she would be asking Him for water—because He has living water that 

will completely satisfy.  And the woman is surprised again, because Jesus has nothing to draw water 

with from the well.  And besides, she knows where all the watering holes are in the area and she 

doesn’t know where this living water is.   

 

But there were two meanings to living water in that day.  One common use of the term living water 

was simply to refer to a running spring—a running stream of water as opposed to a pool which 

could become stagnant.  But living water was also used, if we look back into the Old Testament, to 

refer to God and life from Him.  In fact, listen to the words of Jeremiah the prophet, in Jeremiah 

Chapter 2, Verse 13: 

 

“My people have committed two sins:  They have forsaken Me, the spring of living 

water, and have dug their own cisterns, broken cisterns that cannot hold water.”  

 

And then later in Jeremiah 17, in Verse 13: 

 

Yahweh, You are the hope of Israel; all who forsake You will be put to shame. Those 

who turn away from You will be written in the dust because they have forsaken 

Yahweh, the spring of living water.   

 

And of course, as Jesus is talking about this offer of living water, this Samaritan woman is hearing 

the first meaning.  Somewhere there is this spring of water that she doesn’t know about.  But of 

course Jesus is intending the second meaning.  He has this living water, this life from God, which 

will permanently satisfy and quench her thirst.  While she wants what Jesus has, or at least what she 

thinks He’s offering her—but what is Jesus actually saying here?  Jesus is claiming to be the source 

of this water that will permanently satisfy her—where she won’t have to return time and time again.  

And in so doing, Jesus is claiming to be this Messiah, this One who would usher in God’s New 

World and bring life—this New Creation life!  And even the Samaritans believed in a coming 

Messiah figure who would come with buckets of water.   

 

But Jesus is setting Himself up as the Messiah.  John also portrays Jesus in terms, again, as the 

source of water that, in a vision that the prophet Ezekiel has in Ezekiel 47, looks forward to this new 

and glorious age that God is going to bring about, where there will be a restored Temple.  And from 

beneath this Temple, there will be this river of water that will bring life to all.  In fact, I would like 

to read that portion of Ezekiel.  Ezekiel 47, you can just listen to this and then we will see the 
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importance of Jesus sitting on the well: 

 

The man brought me back to the entrance of the Temple, and I saw water coming out 

from under the threshold of the Temple coming toward the east (for the Temple faced 

east).  The water was coming down from under the south side of the Temple, south of 

the altar.  He then brought me out through the north gate and led me around the 

outside to the outer gate facing east, and the water was trickling from the south side. 

 

As the man went eastward with a measuring line in his hand, he measured off a 

thousand cubits and then he led me through water that was ankle deep.  He measured 

off another thousand cubits and led me through water that was knee deep.  He 

measured off another thousand and led me through water that was up to my waist.  

He measured off another thousand, but now it was a river that I could not cross, 

because the water had risen and was deep enough to swim in—a river that no one 

could cross.  He asked me, “Son of man, do you see this?”   

 

Then he led me back to the bank of the river.  When I arrived there, I saw a great 

number of trees on each side of the river.  He said to me, “This water flows through 

the eastern region and goes down into the Arabah, where it enters into the Dead Sea.  

When it empties into the sea, the salty water there becomes fresh.  Swarms of living 

creatures will live wherever the river flows.  There will be large numbers of fish, 

because this water flows there and makes the salt water fresh; so where the river 

flows everything will live.  Fishermen will stand along the shore; from En Gedi to En 

Eglaim there will be places with spreading of nets. The fish will be of many kinds—

like the fish of the Mediterranean Sea.  But the swamps and marshes will not become 

fresh; they will be left for salt.  Fruit trees of all kinds will grow on both banks of the 

river.  Their leaves will not wither, nor will their fruit fail.  Every month they will 

bear fruit because the water from the sanctuary flows to them.  Their fruit will serve 

for food and their leaves for healing.”  (Ezekiel 47:1-12) 
 

This picture of this life-giving water flowing from the Temple was the anticipation of the Jewish 

people when Messiah came again.  And here John has Jesus sitting on the well. Jesus is this new 

Temple under which springs of living water will flow.  He’s the Messiah.  He’s the source of this 

living water.  Now Jesus isn’t the living water Himself.  We’ll learn the identity of the living water 

later, but He is its source.  This life-giving water that will provide not only refreshment, but it will 

be satisfying, so that one no longer needs to return again and again.  Jesus says, “It’s this spring 

that’s flowing up, welling up in a person,” to those who come to Him.   

 

Well, as we track the conversation later, we see that the woman at the well finally gets this.  I find it 

very interesting—John’s description in Verse 28—of what this woman does.  Notice she heads back 

into town, but I want you to see what she does—and I don’t think the details here are insignificant.  

She leaves her water jar at the well.  She understands she has everything she needs—full 

satisfaction.  I think that’s the picture John is giving us when he says she leaves her precious jar 

there with which she can draw water from the well.  It is no longer necessary. She’s encountered the 

source of living water that will fill her to abundance and will completely satisfy.   

 

Jesus isn’t done talking about living water.  He raises the subject again in John, Chapter 7.  If you’ll 

skip ahead with me to John 7, we see now Jesus is at the Temple during a major Jewish festival.  

And again He’s there offering people living water.  Chapter 7, Verse 37:   
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On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “Let 

anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink.  Whoever believes in Me as Scripture has 

said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.”  By this He meant the Spirit, 

whom those who believe in Him were later to receive.  Up to that time the Spirit had 

not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.   (John 7:37-39) 

 

Jesus is in Jerusalem at this feast that’s called the Feast of Tabernacles, or the Feast of Booths.  

This is one of the three major festivals that the Jews were required to come to the Temple to 

celebrate.  It was to commemorate the Jewish nation’s wandering in the wilderness after their 

exodus from Egypt, and it was to commemorate God’s provision for them.  It was called the Feast 

of Booths or Tabernacles because, during this feast they would construct these booths, if you will, 

as kind of a reminder of the temporary structures that they lived in along the way of their journey 

through the wilderness.  Originally this was a seven-day feast but, by the time of Jesus’ day, an 

eighth day was added—a day of celebration and kind of wrapping up the feast where they would 

take down their booths and so forth.  It became an eight-day affair.   

 

One of the things that a person coming to this festival would have expected, and would have seen 

was each day of those first seven days of those festivals was a water ceremony.  The high priest 

would lead a procession from the Temple.  Other priests involved and they would carry a golden 

pitcher and they would travel south of the Temple to the Pool of Siloam.  And there they would take 

this golden pitcher and dip it in the Pool of Siloam and fill it with water, and then they would 

proceed back to the Temple.  They would go to the altar in the Temple and they would pour out this 

water along with the daily drink offering of wine and they would pour both liquids onto the altar 

and let it flow down the altar and underneath the Temple complex. 

 

This ceremony had significance in several different ways.  One, it was to commemorate God’s 

provision of water for the nation of Israel as they wandered through the desert.  And if you 

remember in Numbers 20, God brings water from a rock, so it commemorated that time, but it was 

also, on occasion, where the nation would pray for God to send rain that would make their land 

productive.  This festival took place right before the rainy season—and they had just come through 

a season where there wasn’t any rain at all—maybe even a drought.  And so this is anticipating the 

rainy season and they were asking God to provide that.  Around Jerusalem the hillsides were brown, 

in need of life-giving rain.  And so this was an occasion to pray that God would bless them as He’d 

blessed the nation in the wilderness by sending rain. But it was also an occasion where they looked 

forward to this day where Messiah would come, where God would send His life-giving blessing to 

them.  And they prayed that God would do that, and it was at this time that they read passages such 

as we read before in Ezekiel 47.  Also Zechariah 14 where it talks again about these living waters 

that would come when God’s New World arrived that would give life to everything.  So this was an 

occasion to anticipate that, and it was at this occasion that Jesus then stands up and it says, “Now on 

the last and greatest day, Jesus made this proclamation.”   

 

There are two views about when Jesus said this.  Some suggest it was on that seventh day, during 

this water ceremony that Jesus uttered those words, and that’s a possibility.  Others, and I would 

side with this group, suggest that it was actually on the eighth day that Jesus stood up and made this 

proclamation.  And it would have been very provocative and very poignant for Him to do so on that 

eighth day because the water ceremony was over and basically Jesus would be saying, “Look, your 

water ceremonies are over, but I’m still offering this living water for you to come and drink of.”  

And I think that that’s a powerful comment by Jesus.   
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So Jesus is really putting himself in front of the Jewish people as the answer to their prayer for God 

to send these blessings of this age to come, when Messiah shows up.  But Jesus here says something 

that’s unexpected, and I think quite shocking.  We expect Jesus here to say, “Come to Me all who 

are thirsty, you know, for this water, because out of Me this water flows.”  But He doesn’t say that.  

He says, “Whoever believes in Me, as Scripture said, rivers of living water will flow from within 

them.”   

 

Now I must tell you that Verse 38 here of John 7 is one of the most difficult verses in the New 

Testament to translate in terms of where the punctuation should go.  In ancient writings there were 

not punctuation marks.  Translators had to supply those and figure out where sentences ended and 

so forth.  And there are two ways to go about this; perhaps in your Bible you have a note and that 

gives you an alternate reading of this.  One way to punctuate this has it that Jesus is the source from 

which this living water flows—and that’s a possibility.  But as the NIV which I’m using here, and 

the New American Standard Bible, have the punctuation such that it leads us to believe that it is 

from those who believe in Jesus, this living water flows.  I tend to think that that is the correct view 

here because it parallels well with what Jesus says to the woman at the well, about these springs of 

water that will flow and well up inside an individual.  And so what Jesus is saying here is, yes, that 

He is the source of this water but when one comes to Him for this living water, it floods them to 

overflowing and it flows out into the world.   

 

And now we find out the identity of this living water, in verse 39, it’s the Holy Spirit.  Jesus is the 

source; the Holy Spirit is this living water, and what that living water produces in those whom it 

overfills is this New Creation life—this life that is associated with this age to come that the Jewish 

prophets were looking forward to when Messiah would come.  And Jesus again is saying, “I’m the 

Messiah; I’ve come to bring this living water, again which is the Holy Spirit.  And if you come to 

Me and you receive that, it will well up in you to overflowing out into the world.”   

 

Jesus the Messiah is the source of this living water.  The Holy Spirit which wells up inside of us  

provides permanent refreshment and satisfaction, where we have to look nowhere else to what 

satisfies and overfills us, such that this living water flows out into the world.   

 

Well, a couple of nice stories, but what do these ancient stories have to do with us?  Well I think 

quite a bit.  The offer that Jesus presented to the woman at the well, the offer He presented to the 

people at the Feast at Tabernacles, is an offer that still stands today—for you and for me.  Jesus is 

still offering this living water.  

 

Maybe this morning you are here and you’ve never received that living water.  Maybe you are 

returning time and time again to wells that do not satisfy, that do not ultimately refresh your soul—

maybe to the well of achievement, or the well of religion, or the well of possessions and money, the 

well of popularity, the well of power, the well of entertainment, the well of relationships.  And you 

find that they don’t ultimately satisfy you—you have to keep returning time and time and time 

again.  Jesus still meets people at the wells of this barren culture, offering this life-giving water that 

will completely satisfy you, where you don’t have to return time and time again—and that will 

completely refresh and restore your soul.    

 

And so my question to you is: have you discovered this living water?  Have you discovered this 

source of living water?  I urge you to do that, because coming to believe in Jesus doesn’t just 

change our state or our status from being a person who is going to Hell to now a person going to 
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heaven. It’s way better than that. He’s offering a dynamic relationship with Him, a dynamic 

experience that is life transforming.  Again, remember that eternal life in John’s gospel is not just 

life after death, not just living forever—but it’s New Creation life.  That’s the living water Jesus is 

offering and he still does so today. 

 

Maybe you’re here and you’ve already received that living water.  You’ve experienced this life- 

transforming power of the Spirit of God.  What’s the message here?  Well, I think for you it’s this:  

to recognize that within you is this spring of water that is bubbling forth to overflowing that 

completely satisfies, that you no longer have to return to the wells of this barren world for 

satisfaction, for refreshment.  You have everything you need with the Spirit of God living in you. 

Again remember, this living water is the equivalent to the Holy Spirit and you have all that you 

need and more.  But it also means that if you’ve experienced this life-transforming living water, that 

because it’s overflowing, you are a conduit, a channel through which this water flows into the 

world. Thus we, as a people of God, in the New Testament and several places it goes on to say that 

we, with Jesus as the foundation stone, we as the church, we are the Temple of God.  Again, 

thinking to Ezekiel 47, we, through whom this river of water, life-giving water flows and where our 

responsibility is to offer to people this life-giving water by introducing them to the source that is 

Jesus. 

 

But I think it also means, not just that we stand ready to offer living water to a dry and barren and 

thirsty world, but our very lives should overflow with this living water to bring refreshment and life 

around us.  Do you remember back in the Ezekiel passage where this river flows out and it produced 

trees and fruit?  That’s true with us.  For those of us who have been changed by the power of God 

and His spirit, that produces in us the fruit of love and joy and peace and patience and kindness and 

generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.  In the Book of Galatians, Chapter 5, Paul talks 

about the fruit of the spirit.  That should be evident as we live our lives because of this spring of 

living water that is bursting forth from us—and our lives should have an impact wherever we go.   

 

I hope your life is consistent with the fruit that comes from this life-giving water that Jesus 

provides.  So this next week, as you step into the classroom as a teacher or student—or again I 

guess  not next week because it’s spring break this week—but this week as you step into the law 

firm, the board room, the office, as you head out to the work site, as you stand behind the cash 

register, as you step onto the court or the playing field—wherever you go, wherever you are—

remember, if you have a relationship with Jesus, you have this spring of water flowing up outside of 

you that provides you all that you need. It provides complete and permanent satisfaction that 

provides refreshment and restoration for your soul.  You need to seek it nowhere else.  And 

remember that this spring of living water overflows from you into a world that so desperately needs 

this life-giving water.  And I hope that you’ll stand ready to offer that to people by introducing them 

to Jesus.  And that your life, the New Creation life that you’ve been given, will be consistent with 

that fruit of the spirit and make a marked difference in a world that so desperately needs life-giving 

water—Living Water for a Barren World!  It’s exactly what we need.  
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Father, thank You for giving us Jesus and providing for us life-giving water that 

completely satisfies, that gives restoration and refreshment for our thirsty souls.  We 

don’t have to continue to look elsewhere, and keep coming back over and over.  But like 

the woman at the well, we can leave our water pots behind, because we have all that we 

need.  And Lord may our lives overflow into this barren world with this life giving 

water.  May the New Creation life we have make an impact on the world around us.  

Thank you.  We love You and we praise You for all that You’ve done and provided for 

us.  And it’s in the name of the source of this living water, Jesus, and in the power of 

this living water, the Holy Spirit, that we pray these things.  Amen. 
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