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Imagine the Possibilities 
2 Corinthians 8 & 9 

Pastor Bryan Clark 

 

Now we need to do a quick update from last year on a couple of fronts.  In November we mentioned 

we needed $1.7 million just in order to stay on our budget of year-end giving, so I’m happy to 

report that what we took in was $1.755, so that’s excellent (applause).  So a big thank you for that, 

and I think you know this, but just a reminder: when we set that number we try to be very truthful—

in other words, we’re not padding it so we have extra spending money.  That’s genuinely what we 

need to stay on our budget.  So that’s great!  That keeps us right on course.  The other one was last 

August.  We introduced the Eliminate the Debt campaign, and at that point we were at $5 million 

and, as of year-end, we dipped below a significant marker, which is the $4 million mark.  We’re 

now at  $3.9, so that’s excellent.  We’re very excited about that!  You have what looks like that on 

your Loop cover—it’s a route map for a marathon.  We’ve been at this for over twenty years.  It has 

been a marathon, but there’s only a few markers to go and we’ll be 100% debt-free, and I have no 

doubt within the next year to eighteen months, we’re gonna hit that, and we’re gonna have 

ourselves a party!  So we’re pretty excited (applause), which leads me to my opening question:  

Who would you say, in the history of the world, will go down as the most generous person ever?  

It’s really not a difficult question, but I’ll put it in the words of the apostle Paul:  

 

He who was rich became poor in order that through His poverty, you might become 

rich.  (*NASB, 2 Corinthians 8:9) 

 

Of course, that’s Paul’s description of Jesus.  The whole basis of our salvation is that God is 

generous.  It’s the very essence of who God is.  Interestingly enough, Paul writes those words about 

Jesus in the middle of a conversation encouraging us to be a more generous people.  As we talk 

about that this morning, this is the question I want us to wrestle with:  Imagine the possibilities of 

what could be in your walk with God, in your marriage, in your family, with your kids, in your 

business, in your life, imagine what could be, if you became a radically generous Christian?  If you 

have a Bible, turn with us this morning to 2 Corinthians, Chapter 8. 

 

Just a little bit of background: At the time of the writing of 2 Corinthians, there’s been a ten-year 

famine down south in Judea, around the Jerusalem area.  It’s been very difficult for everyone, but 

especially difficult for Christians because of the persecution and the dynamics of that.  So the 

Christians are barely surviving.  The churches up north, up around the Macedonian area, decided to 

take an offering in order to help them survive.  The Corinthian church came up with the idea.  It was 

their idea: “Let’s take an offering.  Let’s help our brothers and sisters out.”  Now 2 Corinthians is 

written about maybe four, five, six months after 1 Corinthians—and the Corinthian church has yet 

to follow through.  And so that’s the subject of chapter 8. 

 

Now, brethren, we wish to make known to you the grace of God which has been given 

in the churches of Macedonia, that in a great ordeal of affliction their abundance of 

joy and their deep poverty overflowed in the wealth of their liberality.  (2 Cor. 8:1-2) 

 

He starts with a discussion about grace.  As a matter of fact that’s a major theme.  It’s going to be 

discussed ten times in the next two chapters, because grace, rightly understood, must make us a 

generous people.  There’s just simply no way that you could understand fully the implications of 
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God’s grace and that not produce a generous heart.  You’d have to say a Christian that’s still selfish, 

a Christian that’s still greedy just still doesn’t get it.  It’s not just that grace should make us 

generous; it has to make us generous if it’s rightly understood.  He talks about the churches of 

Macedonia.  That would be churches like Philippi, like Thessalonica, and like Berea, our namesake.  

It’s helpful to remind ourselves that what defined the church of Berea—from which we get our 

name—was two things: one is they were people of the Scriptures; number two, they were very 

generous people.  It’s a high calling to live up to our namesake.  Verse 2: 

 

...that in a great ordeal of affliction (This could be translated the fires of persecution; they 

were undergoing very difficult circumstances.  

 

...that (in the midst of that, of the fiery persecution) their abundance of joy and their 

deep poverty (Deep poverty means extremely poor.) 

 

(their joy) ...overflowed in the wealth of their liberality.   

 

In other words, what Paul is saying is: even though they were in the midst of fiery persecution and 

they were extremely poor, what flowed out of their hearts was joy.  And the result of that was 

extreme generosity.  Verse 3: 

 

For I testify that according to their ability, and beyond their ability they gave of their 

own accord, begging us with much urging for the favor of participation in the support 

of the saints, and this, not as we had expected, but they first gave themselves to the 

Lord and to us by the will of God.  (Vs. 3-5) 

 

He says in verse 3 they gave according to their ability.  It’s very helpful to remind ourselves that 

there’s no point in comparing what you give to what somebody else gives, because that’s not the 

standard.  The standard is what you give in proportion to what you have.  So that’s what he means, 

according to what they had.  But then he says they actually went beyond that, and they gave more 

than what they prudently should have given.  If you read between the lines, it implies that Paul or 

somebody else said to them that this is probably beyond what you can afford to give; this isn’t even 

wise.  And so the text says they actually begged us for the opportunity to give more in order to help 

our brothers and sisters down south to survive.  So it’s a wonderful description of the hearts of 

generosity of these Macedonian churches.  Paul says it’s because they had given their hearts to God 

and to His mission, and this was the outflow of that.    

 

For the sake of time I’m going to skip parts of the text, but basically he reminds them that this idea 

to take an offering to help down south was their idea—they initiated the idea.  The Macedonian 

churches heard of it; they liked the idea.  Out of their poverty they have been extremely generous.  

There’s only one church that has yet to give, and that’s the wealthy church—and that is Corinth.  

And so he’s sending Titus to talk to them about it.  In verse 7, he reminds them that:  

 

...just as you abound in everything, in faith and utterance and knowledge and in all 

earnestness and in the love we inspired in you, see that you abound in this gracious 

work also. 

 

In other words, what identifies a Christian?  It’s things like faith; it’s things like knowledge; it’s 

things like love.  And it would also have to be generosity.  Can you imagine a Christian with no 

faith?  Can you imagine a Christian with no knowledge?  Can you imagine a Christian with no 
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love?  Equally so, can you imagine a Christian that isn’t generous?  It is the natural outflow of what 

we believe.  We have within us the presence of Jesus.  It’s the very spirit of Jesus.  If we have 

within us the most generous person to ever walk this planet, how does that not make us generous?  

That’s the natural outflow of our faith.  He reminds them the basis of all this is verse 9: 

 

For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for 

your sake He became poor, so that you through His poverty might become rich. 

 

This is the essence of the gospel.  And of course the question is: how does that not make us a very 

generous people?  It has to!  That is the outflow of what we believe.  The very essence of God, the 

very essence of Jesus is: He was generous!  That’s why we have salvation.   

 

Years ago it was much more popular to use the initials WWJD—What would Jesus Do?  It was on 

T-shirts; it was on ball caps; it was on bracelets; it was on mugs; it was on all kinds of stuff.  It was 

asking the question, “What would Jesus do?”  Answer: “Jesus would be radically generous—that’s 

the basis by which we have salvation.”   So, being a good fundamentalist, I’m going to make a rule, 

because nobody makes rules better than we do.  Here’s the rule: You’re not allowed to wear the T-

shirt; you’re not allowed to wear the bracelet; you’re not allowed to drink coffee out of the mug; 

you’re not allowed to have anything that has the initials WWJD unless your life gives evidence of 

being a very generous person.  Don’t ask the question if you don’t want to hear the answer!  What 

would Jesus do?  He would be radically generous, and we should be too.   

 

He goes on in the text, and again reminds them that that was their intent; that was their desire.  They 

came up with the idea of helping these brothers and sisters.  They just need to follow through.  

Verse 12: 

 

For if the readiness is present, it is acceptable according to what a person has, not 

according to what he does not have. 

 

In other words, you can’t give what you don’t have.  God’s not asking you to do that.  He is asking 

you to be generous with what you have today.  I think sometimes people of modest means look at 

people who have more, and look at their generosity, and they think in their hearts, “Well, if I had 

that much, I’d be generous too!”  Let me tell you this: if you’re not generous with what you have 

today, you would not be generous with more.  Stewardship is not about what I might do someday if 

I have it.  It’s about: what do you have today, and what are you doing with what you have today?  

There’s no point for what I might do someday with that big pile of money I’ve saved up.  There’s 

no credit for that.  The only credit is: what did you do with what you have today?  And that’s what 

Paul is saying.   

 

He goes on, then, down to verse 15, and quotes from Exodus 16.  I find this an interesting quote in a 

conversation about stewardship.  He basically reminds them that God has given you what He’s 

given you in order to help others in need.  So he uses Exodus 16 as an example.  It’s a story of when 

the Hebrew people were in the wilderness.  They didn’t have food to eat; they didn’t have water to 

drink; they thought they were going to die.  But every single day God miraculously provided.  He 

provided water to drink; He provided food to eat, through manna.  Every morning the manna was 

there.  They went out; they collected it; they distributed it.  They distributed to the poor; they 

distributed to those in need, to the elderly, to the handicapped.  They made sure everybody had what 

he or she needed.  But human nature being what it is, there’s the tendency to stockpile, to take more 

that what I need, because what if God doesn’t do a miracle tomorrow?  What if God oversleeps 
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tomorrow?   What if there isn’t food tomorrow?  So, as long as there is so much there, I’ll stockpile 

some extra, and I’ll put it in the corner of my tent, just in case.  So God made a rule.  And God’s 

rule was: you can’t stockpile any.  As a matter of fact, if they stockpiled, God made sure overnight 

it rotted.  So in the morning, it was good for nothing.  They simply weren’t allowed to do that.  

“You have to trust Me every day for My supply,” is what God said to them. 

 

It’s interesting to think about, in the context of stewardship, is there anyone in the room this 

morning that thinks the reason God blessed you was to stockpile it, while people around you in need 

go without?  Is there anybody that thinks that’s why God gave it to you?  The text is saying God 

blesses us so we’ll be good stewards of what He’s given, in order to meet needs.  The rest of the 

chapter and on into chapter 9 is, again, talking about: he’s sending a team, and the team is going to 

take the collection.  They’re going to take what’s already been given in these other churches and 

going to take the Corinthian offering and then going to take it down to where it is needed.  But in 

the midst of that conversation Paul says, “This was your idea.  You had great intentions.  But the 

team is coming, and if the team gets there and realizes that those under persecution, those in 

poverty, have been extraordinarily generous, and those who are much better off haven’t given a 

penny, he says, “It’s going to be shameful for you, and it’s going to be shameful for me because,” 

Paul says, “I told them you weren’t like that.”  As a matter of fact, that whole discussion ends in 

verse 5 where he says, “I hope when they come, what they find is a generous gift and not a bunch of 

covetousness.” 

 

Now it’s interesting to think about this text as it relates to us today.  We reminded ourselves last 

week that in the global economy, we have been extraordinarily blessed.  This very day, there are 

millions of Christians around the world that live in very difficult circumstances.  Many of them are 

persecuted.  They live in deep poverty, and yet they are characterized by radical generosity.  If you 

were here last August, we told you one of those stories via a video of a place in India that was 

among the poorest of the poor, and every time they would take a cup of rice—one cup of rice for the 

family, one cup of rice would go to the church for God and God’s kingdom.  And what God did 

with that generosity was extraordinary.  So let’s imagine: We end up on the other side someday, and 

we’re face to face with our brothers and sisters who lived in poverty in India, and with joy in their 

hearts they say, “It was our joy, it was our privilege to sacrifice what we had for God and for His 

kingdom.”  And then they look you in the eye and they say, “Oh, by the way, what did you sacrifice 

for Jesus?”  What are you going to say?   

 

But I think we can also apply this locally.  There are those of you here this morning whom God has 

blessed.  There’s nothing wrong with that; we talked about this last week.  There’s no problem with 

that.  But it’s good to remind you who have been blessed, that there are people sitting around you in 

this auditorium that don’t have what you have, and their lives look very different from you on a 

daily basis.  Let me tell you about a few of them.   

 

Seated somewhere right around you is a young couple with young children.  They’re just surviving.  

They live in a very modest house.  They drive very modest vehicles.  Every week is a conversation 

about how to keep the bills paid, and how to just get through another week.  And yet, every single 

week they take 10% of what little they have and they give it joyfully and gladly to Jesus.  It is their 

act of worship.  It’s their value system.  They can’t imagine not doing it.   

 

Seated right around you is a single mom who just barely survives every week.  She wonders week 

in and week out if she’ll keep the bills paid, but every week, faithfully, without fail, she takes 10% 
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of what she has and she joyfully, thankfully, gives it to Jesus, because it’s her pledge of dependence 

upon Jesus, “Ultimately, God is my provider.”  She can’t imagine doing it any other way.   

 

Seated around you is an elderly person with a very fixed income, and every week it’s difficult just 

to keep the bills paid.  But that person, as he or she has done for forty or fifty years writes a check 

for 10% of what he or she has, and happily, joyfully, courageously gives it to Jesus.  He or she 

couldn’t imagine not doing that.  That’s their act of worship.  That’s their value system.  That’s how 

they have lived their lives. 

 

But the choice to do that has consequences that are felt every single day.  It determines what kind of 

a house we’ll live in.  It determines what kind of cars we’ll buy.  It determines whether or not we 

buy some new clothes.  It determines where we go on vacation.  It determines whether or not we 

can eat out this month.  It determines whether or not we can go to the movie this weekend.  It 

affects them in the most everyday, practical decisions they have to make.  So for those of you whom 

God has blessed with more, I would ask you this question: When was the last time you sacrificed 

like that?  When was the last time you gave to a point where it actually affected your lifestyle?  You 

had to actually think about how it’s going to affect my day today.  When was the last time you lost 

sleep over how radically God was challenging you to be generous?  When was the last time there 

was a little anxiety that God was asking you to give more than you imagined?  Come on, let’s be 

honest.  You’re not exactly living on the edge of life when you have a whole bunch of money piled 

up in an account somewhere.  When was the last time that you sacrificed like some of these people 

sitting next to you sacrifice every week?   

 

Now I know the conversation.  You have all your reasons why that wouldn’t be prudent, why it 

wouldn’t be smart, shouldn’t really do that.  There are all these things.  I know that; I’ve heard them 

for years.  I just want to remind you that even though you don’t have the courage to live that way, I 

just want to remind you there’s somebody sitting next to you—that young family, that single mom, 

that elderly person—they do courageously live that way.  They do make that courageous decision 

every week, and it is possible that God might be calling you to be as courageously, radically 

generous as they are.  But imagine what the possibilities might be if we actually did that, which gets 

us to verse 6.  He says: 

 

Now this I say, he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly; and he who sows 

bountifully will also reap bountifully.  (2 Corinthians 9:6) 

 

Now this is a very simple principle, the principle of sowing and reaping.  Now certainly we, who 

have a State Capitol with a Sower on top of it, should get this principle.  As a matter of fact, I’d like 

to sow a seed, no pun intended.  And that is: every time you look at the Capitol, you see the sower, 

and every time you see the sower, you remember verse 6.  Here’s the principle: Sparingly does not 

mean he had little; it means he chose to sow little.  The word sparingly is very carefully chosen 

here.  It’s the idea that I have this pile—and this is my seed—and this is what I need to live on, and 

if I sow it, I won’t have any left.  And so I’m going to sow sparingly.  But as every farmer knows, 

if you sow sparingly, when it comes time for the harvest, you’re going to harvest sparingly.  And 

you’re going to continue to consume the stockpile, and eventually you’ll have nothing.  But if you 

sow bountifully, then when it comes time for the harvest, you can expect a bountiful harvest.  It all 

depends upon how much you sow, which goes on, then, to verse 7: 

 

Each one must do just as he has purposed in his heart; not grudgingly or under 

compulsion; for God loves a cheerful giver. 
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Now verse 8 is the basis by which I asked the question:  Imagine the possibilities?  I would suggest 

to you that verse 8 is one of those verses that seems overstated.  It seems over the top.  If I read 

what it says in verse 8 in any other piece of literature, if I read that in a Joel Osteen book, I would 

say, “Uh?  It figures—way overstated!  You know: prosperity theology!”  But it’s not in a Joel 

Osteen book.  It’s in the Bible.  So what does it say?  It says: 

 

And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that always having all sufficiency 

in everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed; 

 

Now that’s a mouthful.  Let’s unpack it.  He says: 

 

 And God is able (that’s the word from which we get our English word “dynamite.”  He’s 

got the power.  He’s got the power to do what?  He says God has the power)  

 

...to make all grace abound to you, (Overflow to you. Whatever your grace container is, 

God has the power to fill it to where it’s overflowing, more grace than you could possibly 

need, to abound to you. Why?)  

 

...so that(now and then having? No! always!) ...always having (some sufficiency? No!) 

 

 ...all sufficiency (the word sufficiency is the word translated “content” in 1 Timothy 6—

that we would have always what we need in order to be content in a few things? No! that’s 

not what it says)  

 

...in everything, you may have (a little? No! you may have)  

 

...an abundance (for a few things? No!)  

 

...for every good deed;  
 

The language is extraordinary here:  God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that always 

having all sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed.  What 

he’s saying is that if you trust Him, and sow bountifully, you can’t even begin to imagine the 

harvest that will come home.  Now it would be my opinion that because the prosperity preachers 

have grossly misrepresented this text as a formula to get rich—this is the means by which you get 

wealthy.  If you listen to them, and I don’t recommend that you do, the language is always, “Sow a 

seed; sow a seed; sow a seed,” and what’s going to come back is, “You’re going to be filthy rich.”  

And of course this sowing of the seed means: send money to them, so they can be filthy rich!  But 

because they have abused the text, I think many of us as evangelicals have gone so far the other 

direction, we’re not willing to accept what the text says.  We’re not willing to accept it at face 

value.  We diminish it; we explain it away, when in reality what it says is quite radical.  The 

prosperity preachers would say that you give to get—it’s the route to wealth.  The text is saying you 

get to give!  It’s the route to generosity.  The more God gives you, the more you give away...the 

more God gives you, the more you give away!  And in the process, imagine the possibilities!   

 

The text says He does this in everything.  It’s in my walk with Him.  It’s in my marriage.  It’s in 

my family.  It’s with my kids.  It’s in my business.  It’s in my life—in everything.  God wants to 

pour out His harvest.  God wants to bless us in radical ways, if we’ll just trust Him.  As a matter of 

fact, verse 9 says exactly that.  It’s a quote from Psalm 112.  It’s the idea that in the ancient world, a 
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farmer would go out and sow seed in his field, but he would also over-sow so that when it came 

time for the harvest, the poor could come and harvest what was beyond the field, and that’s what 

they survived on.  So the idea is: he was very generous and sowed bountifully, and God brought 

back such a big harvest that he sowed even more...and God brought back such a big harvest that he 

sowed even more!  You can’t out-give God.  It wasn’t the route to wealth; it was the route to 

generosity.  But in the process, it radically affected everyone’s lives.  That’s exactly what he says in 

verse 10: 

 

Now He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food, will supply and multiply 

your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness; you will be 

enriched in everything for all liberality (all generosity), which through us is producing 

thanksgiving to God. 

 

I don’t know how that could be clearer.  God brings a harvest in every area of life when we choose 

to have courageous generosity.  Now here’s the deal: this is where I think we get stuck.  We 

convince ourselves that the theology of grace means that God will do that anyway.  I mean isn’t that 

grace? —that God continually pours out abundance on us, regardless of how we live our lives?  I 

mean, won’t God do all of that for us anyway?  Answer: No.  You have to deal with verse 6.  There 

has to be some meaning to the words if you sow sparingly, you will reap sparingly. What does 

that mean if it doesn’t mean you limit what God wants to do in you, what God wants to do in your 

marriage, what God wants to do in your kids, what God wants to do in your business, what God 

wants to do in your life—that you could have experienced so much more, but you won’t because 

you chose not to be radically generous!   

 

A couple of years ago I signed up for a kind of a pastors leaders’ group that meets in Dallas, Texas.  

We meet twice a year.  Everybody in the group is a senior pastor—churches similar size.  We get 

together and we just talk about ideas and encourage one another.  And each time we meet, there’s 

somebody that comes in and talks about some particular topic of interest.  Last November the 

speaker that came in was talking specifically about stewardship and money, and talked about a 

variety of things, and it was helpful.  But at some point along the way he was very adamant in 

saying, “Every senior pastor needs to go through the giving records and find out exactly what 

everybody gives.”  As a matter of fact he talked about all these celebrity pastors.  “They all do it!”  

He kind of polled us.  There were only a couple of us that don’t do it.  Almost every pastor in our 

group does that.   

 

The way we’re set up here at Lincoln Berean is there’s only one person that has access to that 

information outside the finance office, and that’s me as the senior pastor.  And in eighteen years I 

have never once accessed that information—and I can tell you, I will go to my grave having never 

accessed that information.  It’s not me.  It’s not my style.  It’s not our culture.  But his statement 

continues to ring in my ears.  And the statement that he made over and over and over again was this: 

“Pastors, it’s not what you think...it’s not what you think.  You have people in your churches that 

pose themselves as the givers, as the generous, as the people that are really committed.  And the 

whole premise of looking at the records,” as he said it over and over again, is, “Pastor, it’s not what 

you think, and it’s not the people you think.”  At one point he looked at me, because I was one of 

only about two that don’t look at the records, and he said, “Pastor, I’m telling you, it’s not what you 

think!”  I find myself wondering: what kind of a game are some of you playing with God?  You’re 

trying to impress me?  You’re trying to impress others?  You’re trying to pull something off that 

isn’t true?  This isn’t a game.  You don’t answer to me.  You don’t answer to the people around 
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you, but you do answer, and you answer to God, and one day the records are opened and the truth 

will be known.  This is not a game.   

 

Since I’m not going to look at the giving records, let’s try Plan B.  Plan B is this: I want you to think 

about your last five years, in terms of your finances.  All the money you earned, your investments, 

your properties, whatever you have, and then I want to think about how you spent every single 

penny of that, and let’s put it on the big screen, and let’s let everybody look at it.  You okay with 

that?  Some of you are.  Some of you, in your heart right now you’re saying, “Bring it on! Bring it 

on—no problem,” because for you, that would be a moment of celebration, because that’s how you 

have lived your life. For others of you, that would be a moment of shame when the truth is revealed. 

 

I cannot express in words strong enough how deeply I feel this.  I feel this deep commitment that 

one day, when you stand before God, I want that to be a celebration!  I want that to be an awesome 

day for you.  I feel that so deeply.  I don’t want it to be a moment of shame.  If you are 

uncomfortable with what we would see on that screen, do something about it...do something about 

it!  As long as you have breath in your lungs, it’s not too late to become a radically generous person.  

But it’s not just that.  Imagine the possibilities!  Imagine what could happen if God brought a 

bountiful harvest into your life, into your walk with Him, into your marriage, into your kids, into 

your family, into your business, and into God using you to change the world!  Imagine what could 

be if you became a radically generous person! 

 

 

 

Father, we’re thankful that You love us.  We’re thankful that You are radically generous 

because it’s the basis by which we have salvation.  Lord, we know what Jesus would do.  

It’s what He did.  Lord, make us a radically generous people, that You might use us to 

change the world.  In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
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