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So who is Jesus? It’s the question we are going to be wrestling with through the summer.  There are 

a lot of opinions about who Jesus was, who He is.  I’m often just kind of taken aback by people who 

just summarily dismiss Jesus and think that takes care of it.  Wouldn’t everyone have to agree that, 

at the very least, Jesus was one of the most significant people in all recorded history?  I mean, our 

whole way of dating goes back to before Him and after Him.  There’s a movement He started that 

has permeated every area of the globe, penetrated every culture of the world.  The world celebrates 

two international holidays, dealing with His birth and His claim of resurrection.  Even if you are a 

skeptic, you would have to admit, historically, this is one of those most significant people ever to 

live.  So to have intellectual credibility, you can’t just summarily dismiss Him.  You would have to 

investigate who He was, what His claims were, and whether He was telling the truth or not.   

 

But it isn’t just the skeptics that wrestle with this question; there’re lots of very religious people 

who are very confused to the answer of the question: Who is Jesus?  We could narrow the scope 

further and say there are many Christians who still are very confused about who Jesus is.  There are 

many myths that need to be dispelled in order to better understand the truth of who Jesus is.  

Someone might ask the question, “What difference does this make?”  The answer is, “It makes all 

the difference!  Only when one cultivates a right view of Jesus do you begin to experience the 

intimacy and the life that your soul longs for.  It makes all the difference.”   

 

This morning we want to start by laying what I would consider to be the cornerstone of this series— 

and it’s found in the Gospel of John, Chapter 1.  If you have a Bible, we certainly invite you to join 

us in The Gospel of John, Chapter 1.  Verses 1 through 18 are referred to as the prologue.  One of 

the interesting characteristics of this prologue is, in these 18 verses, John covers basically what he’s 

going to cover in the rest of his Gospel.  In other words, if you want to know what the Gospel of 

John is about—21 chapters—read the first 18 verses and he’s going to spend the rest of the Gospel 

unpacking that.  Now we could spend weeks just unpacking these 18 verses, but we are going to just 

try to focus our attention on those truths that are relevant to this particular series.  Verse 1: 

 

In the beginning was the Word… (*NASB, John 1:1a) 

 

There’s no question John is capturing the words from Genesis, Chapter 1, Verse 1: In the 

beginning…  Interestingly enough, when John writes his letter, the Epistle of John—1 John—he 

starts the same way.  This is very important for him.  In the beginning was God…  The Old 

Testament, Genesis 1:1 called Him Elohim, the Hebrew plural God.  We would come to know Him 

as God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit—who has always been.  It kind of gives you a 

Charlie horse when you think about it in your brain.  But there was never a time when God wasn’t.  

He’s always been.  He’s always lived in relationship with Himself: God the Father, Son, and the 

Spirit—and for eternity, that’s all there was.  Again, we don’t even know how to really talk about 

that.  But at a moment in time, God expressed Himself; God asserted Himself; God created.  For the 

first time in all eternity, there was something other than just God.   
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The text described: In the beginning was the Word.  It’s the Greek word logos.  There are 

volumes written about what does this word logos mean.  There was a Greek understanding of logos 

that was primarily in the philosophical world.  There was a Hebrew understanding and there’s a lot 

of discussion about what exactly John is intending here.  I would suggest to you that much of what’s 

written in these volumes goes way beyond what John’s trying to say here.  Sometimes we make 

these things far more complicated than they need to be.  Ultimately he’s saying that God asserted 

Himself; God revealed Himself, and the word to capture that is He became ...the Word.  Just think 

about the concept.  For me to say a word, I have to exist.  So there’s a sense in which God has 

already always existed and, at a point in time, He’s made Himself known—kind of like speaking a 

word.  So we know that it would have to be one of the three members of the Trinity.  When Paul’s 

talking about this in Colossians, he talks about the Word as being the visible manifestation of an 

invisible God.  In other words, one member of the Trinity got the assignment to make God known.  

So He would be God’s Word; He would be God’s revelation; He would be God’s self-revelation.  

So:  

 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God… (Vs. 1a-1b) 

 

The word with there is a Greek word that does not mean was hanging out with God.  It’s a really 

important word that means He was face to face with God—that would be the literal translation.  

What it means is He was equal to God.  Again there’s no question the only way to interpret this is: 

the text is saying that this Word from God, this representative of God, is one of the three members 

of the Trinity.  He has always been face to face with God.  That’s the only way you can make sense 

of that.   

 

…and the Word was God.  (Vs. 1c) 

 

Now that seems clear enough: God, capital “G”.  But there are groups who tried to mess this part of 

the text.  Groups such as the Jehovah’s Witnesses or the Mormons like to try to make the case that 

the Word was a god.  The Mormons, for example, would be saying Jesus wasn’t the God, but He 

was a god, small “g”, and He’s basically a prototype of what we can all become.  We can all 

become small “g” gods.  Their logic goes like this:  In the Greek language there is no such thing as 

an indefinite article.  An indefinite article is the letter “a” —“a” god.  So that doesn’t exist in the 

Greek.  But there is what’s called a definite article, which is the word “the”.  So in other words, the 

text may say the Word was the God—but there’s no way for the Greek language to say the Word 

was a God.  So the logic of these groups is: because the word “the” is not used, then that implies 

that He was just a god—sub-god.   

 

Every reliable Greek scholar would say that’s grammatical silliness.  You couldn’t understand the 

very first year of Greek language and draw that conclusion.  Now we could spend the next ten 

minutes describing the technicalities of the Greek language and that would be painfully boring for 

you and for me.  So in order to avoid that, I can simply demonstrate how the text works.  In verse 1, 

there is no “the” God.  But what’s equally true, the grammatically construction is exactly the same 

in verse 6, when it says a man sent from God, capital “G”.  It’s exactly the same in verse 12, 

children of God, capital “G”, exactly the same in verse 13, exactly the same in verse 18.  There’s 

no question in those verses that John is referring to the God, capital “G”.  Nobody argues that.  It is 

exactly the same grammatical construction in verse 1.  So it really isn’t even an argument.  It’s a bit 

of a slam dunk.  First of all: In the beginning was God…that has to make Him one of the members 

of the Trinity.  He was with God—face to face with God, equal with God—so the obvious answer?  

The Word was God.  That’s really a very simple translation.  Verse 2: 
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He was in the beginning with God.   
 

It’s kind of like, “In case you didn’t get it, let me say it one more time.”  The only conclusion would 

be this Word—this expression from God—is God and we would know theologically then it has to 

be either God the Father, God the Son or God the Spirit.  It’s the only option there.  Verse 3: 

 

All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into 

being that has come into being.  
 

In other words, this Word from God—this expression from God—is the Creator God from Genesis 

1.  He’s literally responsible for everything.  Again, there’s no possibility of a sub-god, small “g”, 

because the only God who could be responsible for everything ever created would be someone 

who’s never created—who’s just always been.  And of course, that has to be God Himself.   

 

Now it’s interesting to think about this when Paul, for example, writes to the church in Colossae, he 

talks about the same thing—all creation made by God—and he talks about it’s made by Him; it’s 

made through Him; and it’s made in Him.  I don’t think we have a lot of problem with by Him and 

through Him, but where it gets a little bit hard to comprehend is in Him.  What does that mean?  It’s 

a way to describe the bigness of God—what we call the transcendence of God—that God is 

transcendent beyond the rest of creation.  Years ago, when the Russians sent up a cosmonaut, he 

came down and he declared, “There is no God because I looked around up there and I didn’t see 

Him!”  Well I don’t know that I find that terribly convincing.  But it also reflects an idea that 

somehow God is geographically located somewhere out there.  I mean, what was he expecting to 

find—a nice little development that God had set up in the universe?  But, again, the idea I think a 

lot of us, as Christians, think the same way—that somewhere out in the universe, God is 

geographically located.  But what Colossians is saying is that’s backwards.  God has always been 

and, when the universe was created, God isn’t located in it so much as the universe is located in 

Him.  It has to be this way.  He preceded the universe.  Therefore you start to wrestle with the 

question, “How remarkably big is this God if we can’t even begin to exhaust the universe and it 

somehow located in God.”  So it just kind of blows you away with the bigness of God.   

 

In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. (Vs. 4) 
 

It doesn’t just say that God is alive.  It doesn’t just say that the Word is alive.  It says, In Him is 

life.  It answers the question:  Where does life come from?  Whatever you believe about origins, 

whether you believe it’s six literal days of creation or whether you believe there was some other 

mechanism, you still have to wrestle with the question, “But where did it all come from?”  

Something can’t come from nothing.  Where does life come from?  You can’t say that we self-

created—that’s nonsensical.  So you have to, at some point, wrestle with, “Where does life come 

from; where did it all start?’   

 

One of my favorite authors is Alister McGrath.  He described himself when he was a student at 

Oxford University as an arrogant, grumpy atheist.  Over the summer he had some free time so he 

decided to grow himself by doing some reading in the sciences.  And he said, much to his dismay, 

the more he read, the more his atheistic worldview begun to crumble.  It became totally 

unsustainable.  After months and months and months of research, he finally concluded the Christian 

worldview is the only worldview that makes sense of the world.  And he converted to Christianity.  

Years ago, C.S. Lewis made a similar warning to young atheists.  He said to them, “Be careful of 
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what you read if you want to maintain your atheism.”  Basically what he was saying is, “If you read 

in depth in any discipline, as an atheist, your worldview will be unsustainable.”   

 

The idea of, “Where does life come from?” is not a problem to the Christian worldview.  It comes 

from the one who is life Himself.  But it isn’t just about being alive; it’s about life.  It’s about life as 

God intended it to be.  It’s about life as God the Father, God the Son, God the Spirit have 

experienced for all eternity.  The essence of the gospel—of the message of salvation—is to invite 

people into that life, rather than the life as it’s become in our world today.  I would suggest to you 

that this is what every soul is longing for.  No matter what path people take, no matter what choices 

they make, no matter how messed-up it gets, no matter how far out they get, at the end of the day, 

there’s one common denominator and that is people are searching for that which will ultimately 

give life to their souls.  What Jesus came to offer was the life that our soul is longing for and He 

describes it as light.   

 

Now in the ancient world, the metaphor of light and darkness was very powerful.  I think we lose 

that in a modern world because when it’s dark, we just flip on a light.  We can go twenty-four hours 

a day.  But in the ancient world that simply wasn’t true.  When it was dark, it was dark.  All of life 

basically came to a halt and you just kind of gathered around a little fire and slept.  And in the light, 

you did whatever you had to do.  They had a strong understanding that there was a dramatic 

difference between life in the light and life in the dark, and that became a very common metaphor 

for the difference between life as it is in the world today and the life that God offers.  Verse 5: 

 

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it  

 

It could be translated the darkness could not overpower it. As a matter of fact, most of your 

margins have one word or the other.  There’s a lot of discussion about which John meant. I 

think most scholars finally settled it: probably both—that He came into the darkness and the 

darkness did not comprehend, but it’s equally true that the darkness could not overpower the 

light.  At the end of the day, the light wins.  Verse 6: 

 

There came a man sent from God, whose name was John (this would be John the 

Baptist).  He came as a witness, to testify about the light, so that all might believe 

through him.  He was not the light, but he came to testify about the light. (Vs. 6-8) 
 

The Old Testament tells us that there would be a prophet who would be a forerunner, who would 

point to the Messiah and say, “There He is...right there!”  That was John the Baptist.  And that’s 

exactly what John the Baptist did.  One of the things that always kind of intrigues me, actually 

frustrates me, is when I hear these atheists, such as Christopher Hitchens or others like that say,  “If 

God is real, why doesn’t He just show up, manifest Himself, settle the question once and for all?”  

And I think to myself: What do you think He did?  I mean, what do you want from this God?  In 

order to make sure nobody missed it, for starters, He was born of a virgin.  That kind of gets your 

attention, doesn’t it?  When He was born, there was an angelic choir announcing His birth.  There 

was a star that pointed to His birth.  And as He grew up and started His ministry, it was filled with 

miracles and signs and ultimately a death, burial and a public resurrection with over five hundred 

witnesses.  In addition to all of that, He sent a forerunner that walked around, saying, “He’s here!  

He’s here!  Don’t miss Him!  He’s here!  He’s right behind me.”  I mean, really, what are people 

asking from God?  Because that’s exactly what He did.  Verse 9: 

 

There was the true light which, coming into the world, enlightens every man.  
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It’s interesting that he talks about the true light, acknowledging that there had been fake Messiahs, 

counterfeit Messiahs, people claiming to be the Way, people claiming to be the light.  But just 

because there were counterfeits, doesn’t mean there isn’t such a thing as the real.  I think we get 

confused about this in our culture.  For example, this past week I was driving somewhere in my car.  

I was listening to AM radio and two of the local talk-show hosts were talking back and forth about 

this ordinance that everybody is arguing about and talking about the position of the Christians.  And 

a caller came in and talked about, “This is our position because this is what the Bible teaches,” 

which launched this discussion by the hosts:  “But people say the Bible says all kinds of things.  

People pluck verses out of context.  They made the Bible say whatever they want to say.  So 

everybody says, ‘The Bible says…’”  And it’s like that settles it—end of that discussion.  And I 

found myself thinking: that isn’t the end of the discussion.  I would be the first one to agree I am 

totally frustrated by people that pluck verses out of the Bible, make them mean what they want 

them to mean.  There is far too much of that.  I agree one hundred percent.  But just because that’s 

true doesn’t mean there isn’t a legitimate interpretation science to understand the Bible.  In our 

world there are many people who practice what I would call “junk science”.  It’s science that’s 

driven by an agenda and it’s junk science.  It completely misrepresents the truth.  But no one in our 

world would say, “Because there’s junk science, there’s no such thing as real science.”  It’s equally 

true because people use poor hermeneutical skills, poor interpretation principles, doesn’t mean there 

isn’t a legitimate science.  For two thousand years scholars have used a legitimate interpretation 

science and have come to the same conclusions on the fundamentals of our faith.  In the same way, 

John is saying, “There have been a lot of fakes, a lot of counterfeits, but that doesn’t mean there 

isn’t One who is true.  And this One who is coming is the true light.”  Verse 10: 

 

He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not 

know Him.  He came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him.  
(Vs. 10-11) 

 

Those two verses are staggering!  John’s playing a little bit with the word world, which he does 

throughout his Gospel.  He’s saying that this Word from God is the One responsible for creating all 

that is—everything—including every single person.  But when He chose to enter into the creation 

which He had made, the creation said, “You don’t exist!”  Now think about that...really?  So our 

explanation of how we got here is what?  We self-created? We just kind of poofed out of nothing?  

Think about this: The Creator enters into creation and the creation says, “You don’t exist—not 

buying it—sorry.”  That’s what John is saying.  He came to His own but His own didn’t receive 

Him. 

 

But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, 

even to those who believe in His name, (Vs. 12) 

 

Even though the majority would say, “No, we don’t believe in you; we don’t accept you; we don’t 

receive you,”  John would go on to say, in a couple of chapters, the reason for that is we live in 

darkness and we actually prefer the darkness because in the darkness, we keep our rats hidden. We 

don’t want people to see our rats.  When the light comes, it shines into the corners and it exposes 

our rats and we say, “Whoa, don’t like that!”  So we’d better exterminate the light because, “I don’t 

want you to look at my rats.”  But to those who did receive Him, for those who said, “I do believe 

that You have come as the Savior of the world; You have come to offer me forgiveness of sins and 

a relationship with God,” He gave the power to become children of God.  The text does not say: 

He gave them a ticket to heaven.   
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John would be one of the strongest Gospels in saying: what happens when you choose to believe in 

Jesus is radical; it’s new creation; it’s rebirth.  That’s part of why John uses the: In the beginning… 

language.  He identifies original creation and then he identifies new creation or re-creation that’s 

made possible by the Word that has come to offer life.  Verse 13: 

 

… who were born, not of blood (literally of bloods—plural) nor of the will of the flesh, 

nor of the will of man, but of God.  
 

How did these people become children of God?  Not of bloods—that’s kind of a crude way to put 

it—but it’s talking about it doesn’t matter whether you are Jewish or Roman or any other ethnicity.  

That doesn’t have anything to do with it.  Not ...of the flesh, meaning it’s not something you can do 

yourself.  And it’s not ...of the will of man, meaning some sort of religious system.  It’s totally, 

fully of God.  That’s obvious then by verse 14: 

 

And the Word became flesh… 
 

You come out of verse 13 saying, “Okay, if God’s going to do this, how is He going to do this?”  

The answer is that the One who has always been in the beginning—the One who has been face to 

face with God, the member of the Trinity, the One who is God, the One who is life, the One who is 

light, this One who created everything that is—became flesh.   

 

In the Old Testament, you’ll find passages that say that God became like a man.  We call them 

theophanies.  It’s basically Jesus appearing in the Old Testament.  But there’s a huge difference 

between becoming like a man—in the likeness or appearance of a man—and actually becoming 

flesh. That’s the incarnation—that this God who’s always existed and created the universe, is now a 

little baby, lying helpless in a manger.  It is an absolutely staggering concept.  Think of it this way: 

Tonight, if it’s clear, go out after dark.  Look at the stars; look at the universe; get a sense of the 

vastness of just what you can see and ask yourself, “How big is this universe?”  And then wrestle 

with the concept that the God who made everything you see actually became one of us as a little 

helpless baby.  He came into His own creation in order to bring salvation.   

 

The word became flesh, and dwelt among us… (Vs. 14a) 
 

I love this word.  It’s the Greek word tabernacled.  He taberacled among us.  Take your minds back 

to the Old Testament, to the Old Covenant.  The tabernacle was the place where God lived and, 

within the tabernacle was the Holy of Holies, a place so sacred, a place so holy, that only the high 

priest could enter and only one time a year.  The holiness of God was so glorious; it was so 

wondrous; it was so terrifying that people literally didn’t have access into the Holy of Holies.  But 

at a moment in time, that God, of that holiness, who dwelt in that Holy of Holies, actually chose to 

tabernacle among us in the person of Jesus.  He tabernacled among us—He dwelt among us.   

 

…and we saw His glory, glory of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and 

truth. (Vs. 14b)  

 

John is here claiming to be an eyewitness.  He says, “Hey, this isn’t just some legend.  We saw His 

glory.  I’m an eyewitness.”  He may be referring to miracles; he may be referring to the 

transfiguration, maybe referring to the resurrection.  I think probably all of the above.  But what 

he’s saying is, “We were there; we saw it; we saw a glimpse of His glory; we saw His grace and 

truth that flowed out of Him.”   
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John testified about Him and cried out, saying, “This was He of whom I said, ‘He who 

comes after me has a higher rank than I, for He existed before me.’” (Vs. 15) 
 

Now to understand that statement, you have to understand John the Baptist was older.  So it’s quite 

a statement when John the Baptist says, “Jesus existed before me.”  What he’s saying is what we 

were referring to as the preexistence of Christ, meaning He existed before He was incarnated, which 

is: In the beginning was the Word.  So John is identifying: this is the One who’s always existed 

but, at a point in time, He became flesh.   

 

For of His fullness (fullness of what? Grace and truth) we have all received, and grace 

upon grace.  For the Law was given through Moses; grace and truth were realized 

through Jesus Christ.  (Vs. 16-17) 
 

I love these two verses.  Basically what’s being said is: John is saying, “We experienced the fullness 

of His grace upon grace.”  It’s phrased like waves of grace that just keep coming.  John’s thinking 

of his own story, their own failures and their own struggles—and every time they messed up, just 

one wave of grace after another.  And John is saying, “That’s our story; that’s what we 

experienced.”   

 

Moses received the Law.  Moses set up the Law.  But grace and truth were realized through 

Jesus.  In other words, what he’s saying is: the Law was never meant to give you a glimpse of 

God’s heart.  The Law is the standard; it’s the standard of righteousness; it’s a way by which we 

measure ourselves and recognize our need for a Savior.  But if you want to see the heart of God, 

you look at Jesus.  Jesus is the One who realized grace and truth.  Jesus is the One who manifested 

the grace and truth of God.  Now just think about this: If you didn’t know the story, and you 

imagine the God who dwelt in the Holy of Holies and all that goes with that in the Old Testament— 

all the holiness, all the sacredness, all the glory, all that went with that—and you imagine: what 

would happen if this God would become a man, what would He do to us?  What would He do to all 

the sinners and the misfits, and the losers?  What would He do with the tax collectors and the 

prostitutes and the self-righteous religious crowd?  The tendency would be, “I think he’d whack 

them.  They’ve been doing everything possible to offend Him their whole lives.  Now He becomes a 

man; this is His chance to whack them.”  The staggering reality in the Gospels is: Jesus loved on 

these people.  You can’t miss that.  He sat down with them and He loved them and He ate with them 

and He embraced them.  He touched the untouchables; He loved the unlovables; He broke through 

every religious standard of His day and He literally loved on and embraced the prostitutes, the 

sinners, the tax collectors, and every other messed-up person in the first century.  It’s really a 

staggering concept.  But what the text is saying is: that’s a glimpse into God’s heart.  If you want to 

see who God is, that’s the whole point—that’s the Word making visible the invisible God.  As a 

matter of fact, verse 18 makes that clear: 

 

No one has seen God at any time (meaning in all of His glory); the only begotten God 

who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him.  
 

The word explained is the Greek word from which we get our word exegete.  We talk about getting 

the exegetical idea, meaning to draw the truth out of the text.  The responsibility of Jesus was to 

exegete God for us.  For God to put on sandals, to walk around on this earth, and to say, “This is 

Me!  This is my heart!  This is my compassion!  This is my love!  This is my kindness!  This is 

God!  I’m exegeting Him for you.”  We get some crazy mixed-up ideas about who God is.  If you 

want to know who God is, look at the One who’s assigned the responsibility to exegete God for us.  
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And look at how He lived.  Look at how He treated the sinners and the strugglers and the misfits, 

and get some sense of who this God is.  

  

Over the next several weeks we are going to knock down the myths and we are going to try to 

rebuild an accurate view of who Jesus is.  Again the question might be, “What difference does this 

make?”  I would suggest to you, “It makes all the difference in the world.  If you don’t find Jesus 

absolutely irresistible, you don’t understand Him.”  I would suggest that once you formulate a right 

view of God, you can’t stay away from Him.  You can’t resist Him—He’s irresistible!  If, this 

morning, you don’t find this passionate love affair in your heart for Jesus, you don’t know Him; 

You don’t understand Him.  There’s something you don’t get because, as you get a right view of 

Jesus, you just can’t resist Him.  Go back and read the Gospels.  The worst sinners of the day could 

not stay away from this guy.  They found him absolutely irresistible.   

 

I want to leave you with one very practical application to think about.  As we go through this series 

this summer and you find this Jesus compelling; you find Him irresistible; you find yourself saying, 

“This is the Jesus that I want to identify with; this is the Jesus where I want to say to the world, 

‘Count me in,’ biblically, the way to do that is through baptism.  In September is our big baptism 

service.  I’m sure there are many of you here this morning, you love Jesus—you are pursuing Jesus, 

you are going to fall more deeply in love with Him over the course of this summer—but you’ve 

never taken that step.  So I want you to think about that over the course of this summer, to think, “If 

I really do want to identify with this Jesus, then my next step should be baptism.  And through the 

summer we’ll tell you more about that.    

 

 

 

Our Father, we are thankful this morning that You love us, that You sent Jesus to 

be the Word made flesh in order to exegete your heart to the world.  Lord, I pray 

over the next several weeks that You would open our eyes to the truth of who 

Jesus is, Lord, that this summer our hearts and our minds would be opened in a 

new and fresh way, that we would find this Jesus irresistible, Lord, we would fall 

more deeply in love with the One who has poured out grace upon grace to us as 

sinful people.  This I pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen.  
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