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Many years ago my grandmother passed away, which would have been my mom’s mom.  She lived 

in Swanville, Minnesota—a little town in Minnesota.  Because of my dad’s illness we didn’t really 

travel, so I hadn’t been there much.  So we went back for the funeral and we were kind of waiting 

around in the lobby, waiting for the service to start and a rather elderly woman kind of shuffles up 

to me and just stares at me.  She points her finger at me and she says, “You look like a Schrupp,” 

and walked away.  And I thought, “Well, that was interesting; that must be a Minnesota thing.”  

Well, over the course of the next fifteen to twenty minutes, two other elderly people came over, 

stared at me and said, “You’re a Schrupp.”  I was thinking, “What is with these people?”  So I 

asked my mom, “Why are they calling me a Schrupp?”  “Well, that was your grandma’s maiden 

name and all they were saying is there is definitely a family resemblance.”  Well, you 

know...whatever.  So look at this: this is a Schrupp. (laughter)    

 

John uses that same imagery to divide the world up into two categories of people.  There are the 

children of God and there are the children of the devil and he will make the case that both of them 

resemble their father.  And he says the difference is obvious.  Well, that’s what we want to talk 

about this morning.  If you have a Bible, turn with us to 1 John, Chapter 3.  Of course the best way 

to understand John’s letter, and pretty much true of any book in the Bible, is not to get too locked 

up on the chapter divisions and the verse divisions but just keep the train of thought going.  In this 

case I want to pick it up in Chapter 2, Verse 29, which is where we ended last week and it’s kind of 

a hinge verse into today’s discussion. 

 

If you know that He is righteous, you know that everyone also who practices 

righteousness is born of Him. (*NASB, I John 2:29) 

 

So he is saying that if you’re born of Him—if He’s your parent—then you should look like Him; 

you should resemble Him, which then launches into the discussion in Chapter 3.  Verse 1: 

 

See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be called children 

of God. (I John 3:1a) 

 

The NASB starts with the word See...which, in my opinion, is way too mild for the Greek word.  A 

lot of the translations have Behold, which I think is much better.  It’s a very expressive word.  He’s 

quite in awe of this magnificent love of God. The phrase...how great a love is an interesting phrase.  

It literally means from what country—from what country does this come from.  And then it took on 

kind of the meaning of “Where does this come from?”  One of the ways to kind of capture how 

expressive this phrase is, is to go back into the gospels and remember a story when Jesus was out in 

a boat with his disciples, and the wind and the sea came up and they thought they were going to 

perish.  Keep in mind these were professional fishermen, believing that the storm was to a point 

where they were going to perish.  So they wake up Jesus and they say, “Master, don’t you care that 

we’re perishing?”  And Jesus stands up in the boat and commands the wind and the sea, and the 

waves and the wind suddenly become calm. 
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Now just imagine that in your mind.  You’re a professional fisherman; this is a storm so great you 

think you’re going to die on the water and Jesus stands up and, with a spoken word, suddenly the 

wind and the waves are quiet.  They look at one another and they say, “Who is this man that the 

wind and the waves obey Him?”  That’s our phrase:  “Who is this man?”  It’s the exact same phrase 

as in 1 John 3:1.  “Where does this guy come from?  What country is he from?”  Probably more, 

“What planet is he from that the wind and the waves obey him?”  That’s kind of the level of 

expression that John is using.  He’s in awe that this love of the Father is so great.  “Where does this 

guy come from that He would invite us to be His children?” 

 

Now think of it.  At one time, every single one of us was at war with God; we were rebelling against 

God; we were aligned with the enemy.  We were offending God in every way possible and yet 

God’s love was so great that God reached down and didn’t just offer us a ticket to a place, but 

actually invited us to be His child, with all of the rights and privileges of what it means to be a child 

of God.  John is saying, “What planet is this guy from that he would do that for us?”  It’s almost as 

if John anticipates we’re going to say, “Wow, no way!” because he follows it with the statement 

...and such we are.  It’s like we say, “No way,” and he says, “Yes, it’s absolutely true.”  

 

… and such we are. For this reason the world does not know us, because it did not 

know Him. (vs. 1b) 

 

We accept the fact that the world around us does not see us as a child of God, does not understand 

what’s been radically done for us.  Why?...because it did not know Him.  I’m going to guess there 

isn’t a single person in this auditorium that, this week when you were walking through the halls of 

school, when you showed up for work, when you were sitting in the coffee shop, there wasn’t a 

single person that, at some point in time, somebody looked at you and gasped and said, “Whoa!  I 

think that’s a child of God!” (laughter) I’m guessing it didn’t happen.  The world doesn’t see it that 

way.  But how could they possibly know us if they did not know Him? 

 

Now it’s referring to when Jesus came to earth, sure, there were those who believed, but the world 

did not know Him.  They did not understand: this is the God of the universe in this manger; this is 

the Creator of all that is who’s eating supper with you; this is the God of the universe that’s having 

a conversation with you.  They didn’t know Him and so, if they don’t really know Him, they aren’t 

going to know us as His children.  That’s what he’s saying. 

 

Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. 

We know that, when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as 

He is. (vs. 2) 

 

Verse 2 is absolutely remarkable.  What he just said is the world does not see us as His children.  

They don’t understand what’s happened to us.  Now one of the problems with that is: because the 

world doesn’t see us that way, we sometimes fail to see ourselves that way.  We lose sight of how 

magnificent it is that we have been called the ...children of God.  And so what he is saying is ...we 

are children of God and it has not appeared as yet what we will be.  Let’s remind ourselves for a 

moment what that means.  The language that the New Testament uses for salvation is radical 

language.  It does not reflect someone who has received a ticket to a place, but someone who has 

been radically changed—born of God.  Remember John is the one who uses the language in the 

gospels, “You’ve been born again”—a change so radical, the only way to describe it is you’ve 

actually been reborn!  You’ve become a new creation.  Old things are passed away; all things have 

become new.  Radical change! 
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Ephesians, Chapter 2, Verse 10, reminds us that because of what Jesus has done for us—not on the 

basis of our performance but on the basis of His grace—God is making us into a masterpiece, an 

original piece of art.  Now think about this:  Think about the artist that painted the universe, with all 

that’s in it, that is so spectacular.  This is the same artist that is making you into a masterpiece that 

Paul says is so magnificent that, when He holds you up in the heavenlies, the angels will gasp at the 

wonder of what you’ve become.  Paul writes to the Corinthians and says, “No eye has seen and no 

ear has heard how absolutely magnificent you will be. In that moment, people will see the 

handiwork of God Himself, and you will be revealed for the magnificent child of God that you are.” 

 

But he says, “That hasn’t been revealed yet, but it will be.”  When will it be revealed?  He tells us, 

“When Jesus appears, when Jesus returns, when Jesus comes back and reveals Himself as He is, 

that will be the moment.” 

 

Now I think one of the struggles that we have is, we tend to lock Jesus into the incarnation and we 

forget that that was followed by the glorification.  In other words we think of Jesus as He walked on 

earth, and that’s always the way it’s going to be.  But that’s not correct.  What is correct is that He 

went from His humiliation on earth to glorification—seated at the right hand of the Father in all of 

His glory.  When He returns, He will return in all of His glory—a glory so magnificent that it will 

be beyond even what we can begin to imagine.  

 

Read Revelation, Chapter 1, and see the picture of Jesus painted there that is far beyond the picture 

of Jesus in his humility.  Understand that the glory of Jesus is so magnificent that when Moses 

asked, “Can I see Your glory?” God said, “If you saw My glory, you would die.  I’m going to let 

you see just a little bit of my glory and you will glow for days.”  It is a glory that is so 

unimaginable, so magnificent, that when He reveals Himself in all of His glory, “...every knee will 

bow and every tongue will confess that He is God—to the glory of God.”  

 

Now just think about that.  Think about the culture in which we live.  For whatever reason, it is 

politically incorrect to make fun of any world religion except Christianity—and it is open season on 

Christianity.  Jesus is the source of laughter; He’s the source of mockery; He’s the source of jokes; 

He’s the source of disdain; but there is coming a day when He will reveal Himself in all of His 

glory—a glory so magnificent that “...every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that He is 

God.”  

 

We are frustrated today because of the ongoing debates about: All roads lead to God and you can 

kind of make up your own journey.  But this is not like one of these political debates where 

everybody spouts an opinion; there are no winners and everybody moves on.  This is a debate that 

will finally be settled once and for all.  There will be a conclusion and the conclusion will be that 

Jesus is God.  But the text says that ...when He reveals Himself as He is, we shall be like Him.  

Don’t miss that part of the text.  The more magnificent your view of the glorified Christ, the more 

magnificent the concept that, in that moment, we will be like Him.  We will be revealed as the 

children of God—made more magnificent than words could describe.  And in that moment the 

world will know that we are the children of God.  If that’s true, then verse 3:  

 

And everyone who has this hope  

         (and remembering that anytime you see the word hope in the New Testament, it’s not 

 hope like, “Boy, I hope that’s true;” it’s always guaranteed—but it’s yet future) So he     

says and everyone who has this hope...this guarantee... 

fixed on Him (meaning Jesus) purifies himself, just as He is pure.  
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In other words, if this is true, then we should live like it and it should be evident that we are children 

of God, which then sets up the next discussion.  Verses 4 thru 10 are critical to understand, but this 

text also has high potential for misunderstanding.  Most of the Bible, from cover to cover, you can, 

with basic Bible study principles, interpret the text out of the English text and fully understand the 

intent of the writer.  Some of the original language though fills in a little bit.  But you can study 

your English Bible; it’s a wonderful translation and you can understand the intent of the writer.  No 

problem…with the exception of a handful of texts...and this happens to be one of those texts.  If we 

don’t understand the nuances of the Greek language, it can be very misleading.  Verse 4 says: 

 

Everyone who practices sin also practices lawlessness; and sin is lawlessness.  

 

Now when he’s talking about sin and lawlessness he’s using a verb tense that’s called the durative 

present.  The best way to think of durative is like duration, and it basically is reflecting something 

that happens over a period of time—in other words, a lifestyle of sin—a way of life that is habitual 

sin.  The verb tense is indicating that.  So he’s talking about sin and he’s talking about lawlessness.  

Now those two terms are very similar in the original language, to the degree that they're often used 

interchangeably.  But the false teachers, this early form of Gnosticism, had actually kind of 

redefined the terms and made them very distinct and that’s what John is referencing here.  These 

false teachers had created a theology to fit their morality.  And basically their theology was that we 

are divided between the immaterial and the material—that which is spirit and that which is flesh, or 

body.  The spirit part of me connects with God.  The material part of me is completely disconnected 

from God.  So whatever I do in the material part of me, in other words, whatever I do with my body, 

it is irrelevant to my relationship with God. Therefore, with this theology, they had created a way 

where they could live grossly immoral lives and still believe they were fine with God.  That’s kind 

of the essence of their theology and that’s what John is challenging. 

 

They took the word lawlessness and they defined this as rebellion against God.  Sometimes this 

word is used to describe Satan’s rebellion—so to fight against God, to be at war against God, to 

rebel against God.  And they’re saying, “That’s a bad thing; we would never do that. We’re for 

God.  That’s why our spirits connect to God.  We would never be guilty of that.”  But they deny the 

concept of sin.  There is no sin concept. “Whatever I do with my body is irrelevant; it doesn’t 

matter.  It has nothing to do with my relationship to God.” 

 

Now you remember we dealt with this in chapter 1 when John said, “If you say that you have no 

sin, you’re a liar.”  That’s the same teaching he was dealing with.  These false teachers were saying, 

“We have no sin.  We don’t buy into that concept.”  And so now they're saying, “You know, we 

would never rebel against God, but we don’t buy into the sin thing.”   So John is responding to that 

when he says, “Everyone who practices sin practices lawlessness because sin is lawlessness.”  

When I sin, it is a rebellion.  When I sin, it is fighting against God.  When I sin, I am aligning 

myself with the enemy.  That’s what sin is; that’s its very essence.  So he’s saying, “There’s no such 

distinction; that’s bogus theology.  When I sin, I am at war with God.”  Verse 5: 

 

You know that He appeared in order to take away sins; and in Him there is no sin.  

 

He reminds the believers that the whole reason Jesus had to come—that God became flesh—is to 

take away sin.  John the Baptist introduced Jesus by saying, “Behold the Lamb of God that takes 

away the sin of the world.”  In other words, if sin was no big deal, if it didn’t matter to God, if He 

could just shrug it off, why did Jesus come?  When Jesus was in the Garden of Gethsemane and He 

saw the wrath of God to come, He asked the Father, “Is there any other way that we can do this?”  
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And the fact that He hung on the cross was the answer.  If sin is no big deal to God, then why did 

Jesus have to suffer God’s wrath on the cross?  That’s what he is saying.  Sin is a really big deal to 

God.  Sin is completely incompatible with God.  Sin is at war with God.   

 

And then he reminds us that Jesus Himself had no sin.  Jesus didn’t die because of His own sin.  He 

had no sin quality.  But rather because He was sinless, He could die on behalf of us.  He could be 

the substitutionary atonement, or the substitutionary payment for our sin.  But I think John is also 

reminding his readers that Jesus was sinless because that’s the quality of God.  Sin and God are 

incompatible; they can’t go together; they never could go together.  There is no sin quality to God at 

all because that’s an important part of his argument here.  Verse 6: 

 

No one who abides in Him sins; no one who sins has seen Him or knows Him.  

 

Verse 6 is one of those that could be very misleading if we don’t understand the verb tenses.  Is the 

verse saying: if you know God, you don’t sin?  You know, at about that point we’re all saying, 

“Man, we are in trouble if that’s the deal.”  But wait a minute; that’s not the deal.  He already told 

us in chapter 1 that if you say you have no sin you are a liar.  Of course we sin.  When we come into 

the light, our sin is exposed; our rats are exposed and we confess our sin—and He’s faithful and just 

to forgive us our sin.  He said that when you sin you have an advocate; you have a lawyer that 

pleads your case to the Father.  He has already said, “Of course as Christians we are going to fail.  

We’re going to stumble; we’re going to sin.”  So it’s obvious that’s not what he’s saying.   

 

It’s also been very clear in this text that he believes the recipients of this letter are believers.  He’s 

concerned about the false teachers but, in chapter 2 he just affirmed, “I know that you know.  I know 

that you believe. I know that you have the Holy Spirit.”  So he’s clearly affirmed them as believers.  

So what is he saying?  The key is in understanding again the verb tense—the durative present— 

which is saying sin as a way of life, sin as a habitual pattern, sin as a lifestyle.  What he is saying 

then in verse 6 is, “No one who abides in Him sins as a way of life, as a habitual pattern.  No one 

who sins has seen Him or knows Him.”  Again he’s pushing back on the false teachers who say 

that they can live this grossly immoral life and still maintain a relationship with God.  What John is 

saying is it doesn’t work that way.  That’s not possible. Verse 7: 

 

Little children, make sure no one deceives you; the one who practices righteousness is 

righteous, just as He is righteous.  

 

So he’s not saying we’re righteous because we’re self-righteous.  We’re righteous because our 

Father is righteous and it’s because it’s His seed in us; it’s because His nature in us; it’s because His 

Spirit is in us; it’s because we’ve been completely reborn and now it’s the very Spirit of God 

Himself in us.  Therefore it’s His righteousness. Verse 8: 

 

The one who practices sin (again, same verb tense, as a way of life) is of the devil; for 

the devil has sinned from the beginning. The Son of God appeared for this 

purpose, to destroy (or to set us free from) the works of the devil.  

 

The best sinner on the face of the planet is the devil himself.  He’s been practicing it for thousands 

of years.  From the beginning there has been this cosmic war between the devil and God.  And so 

what John is saying is: if you sin as a way of life, if you sin as a habitual pattern, then you resemble 

your father the devil.  That’s how he lives his life.  He is at war with God.  It’s the very thing that 

Jesus came to set us free from.  Verse 9: 
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No one who is born of God practices sin (sin as a lifestyle, sin as a pattern), because His 

seed abides in him; and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.  

 

Now this is going back to his previous argument.  If there is no sin in God and if we’ve been born of 

God—if God is our parent, if we have God’s nature, if we have God’s spirit, if we have God’s seed, 

if we’re children of God, if we’re in the process of being made like Him—God can't be at war with 

Himself; God can’t rebel against Himself; God cannot maintain a lifestyle that’s opposed to who He 

is.  Therefore he says, “No one who practices sin as a way of life really has the seed of God in him 

or her.”  It’s very important to understand the text doesn’t say, “If you are born of God, you 

shouldn’t live this way.”  It says, “You can’t live this way.”  You can’t!  It’s incompatible! You 

can’t say that verses 1-3 are true and then live this way.  It’s just not possible.  If you are God’s 

child you can't live that way.  It’s a very sobering verse. 

 

One of the dangers of too much information is, in our heads we think we know the answers, but that 

doesn’t necessarily mean we have ever truly experienced God’s salvation.  Perhaps you’ve heard 

this question:  “If you were to die tonight and stand before God and He was to say, ‘Why should I 

let you into My Heaven?’ what would you say?”  It’s been this diagnostic question that’s been out 

there for years.  Just because you know the right answer doesn’t mean you're in.  Having the facts in 

your head doesn’t mean you’ve experienced God’s salvation.  If you can practice sin as a way of 

life—as a habitual pattern—and it doesn’t bother you, you have every reason to be concerned.  

There is good reason to believe you do not have God as your Father.  That’s what he’s saying. 

Verse 10: 

 

       By this the children of God and the children of the devil are obvious: anyone who does  

       not practice righteousness is not of God, nor the one who does not love his brother.  

                              

Now when he says it’s obvious, that’s just kind of a general statement.  It doesn’t mean it’s going to 

be obvious in every single person.  As a matter of fact, even Jesus said that sometimes it’s hard to 

tell the difference between the wheat and the tares.  Ultimately that’s God’s business to sort it out.  

But generally speaking, those who live like the devil belong to the devil and those who pursue 

righteousness belong to God who is righteous.  So what exactly is the text saying and what is it not 

saying?   

 

First of all let’s remind ourselves that John is addressing a very specific problem—a problem where 

false teachers are making the case that it’s possible to live a grossly immoral life and that has no 

effect on your relationship with God.  That’s what he’s responding to and he’s saying that’s 

impossible.  That’s bogus theology—it’s absolutely not true and he’s concerned that they might be 

deceived by that teaching.  

 

Second of all, is he saying that if we are children of God we do not sin?  He is absolutely not saying 

that.  He already told us in chapter 1 that we do sin; that’s why we confess.  That’s why we have an 

advocate.  But when we sin, there is something deep within us that responds to that, that reacts to 

that; there’s a sorrow, there’s a conviction, there’s a grieving, and there’s a sense in our spirit that 

says, “I don’t want to be that way.  I don’t want to live this way.  That isn’t how I want to be.  I 

want to be like God.  I want to be like my Father.”  There’s something in us that’s miserable when 

we sin that calls us to something more, to something higher.  When you sin and that bothers you, 

that convicts you, that grieves your heart—that’s a really good sign.  That’s an evidence of the 

Spirit of God in you.  That’s an evidence of His nature.  That’s an evidence of His seed and His 

Spirit.  That’s an evidence of God in you saying, “Wow, that’s totally incompatible with who you 
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now are.  You cannot do that.”  And there’s a sense of grief and sorrow that says, “I don’t want to 

keep doing this.”  But if you can sin as a way of life, as a lifestyle, as a pattern, and it doesn’t bother 

you—there’s no conviction; there’s no sorrow; there’s no grief—you have a problem.  That is 

totally incompatible with everything we believe to be true of a child of God and you have reason to 

be concerned.  You have reason to believe you’ve never really experienced God’s salvation.  

You’ve never truly been born of God. 

 

So what does all this have to do with community?  It has everything to do with community!  Sin 

always isolates.  Sin always pushes us into the shadows.  The first thing that Adam and Eve did 

when they sinned was, they hid from God because that’s what sin does to us.  So we pull back into 

the shadows.  I asked you at the start of this series, “Do you experience an intimate, passionate love 

relationship with Jesus?  If not, why not?   And do you experience authentic, deep, rich community 

with other believers?  If not, why not?”  I guarantee you, if sin is a way of life for you, you have no 

chance of authentic community until you deal with your sin.   

 

There is a pseudo-community that defines people who rebel against God.  They gather around the 

rebellion.  They gather around their sin.  They gather around their grief.  They gather around their 

sorrow and their despair and their dissatisfaction.  And they gather together to medicate in order to 

get through one more day.  But it’s not the community that breathes life into their souls.  It just 

leaves them empty and dissatisfied day after day after day.  But just imagine the possibility if we, as 

the children of God, are destined to become so magnificent that no eye has seen and no ear has 

heard how magnificent we will become—by the grace of God.  Just imagine if God’s children 

gathered together in the light to dance with Jesus what the possibilities are for deep, rich, authentic, 

life-giving community.  Behold how great a love the Father has bestowed on us that He would call 

us His children. 

 

 

Father, we’re thankful this morning for Your truth.  Lord, you love us.  You’ve called  

us to be Your children. Lord, of all the things in the universe that are so amazing, the  

thing that You love the most, the thing that You're most passionate about is Your children. 

Lord, it’s hard to even process that.  Lord, it hasn’t been revealed yet what we shall be,  

but when we see Him as He is, Lord, we will be like Him.  Lord, if that’s true, then 

obviously we have to live that way.  Lord, I pray for those here this morning who perhaps 

have never really understood Your salvation.  Maybe they’ve misunderstood because they 

know the facts, that that’s enough.  Lord, I pray today that You would convict his or her 

heart to experience the reality of Your salvation, of what it really means to be Your child.  

Lord, until that day when we gather together with You, celebrate the wonder of what we 

have become by Your grace, Lord, I pray that you find us faithful.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 
 

*Scripture taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 

Copyright 1960, 1962, 1963, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1987, 1988, 

The Lockman Foundation.  Used by permission. 
Lincoln Berean Church, 6400 S. 70th, Lincoln, NE 68516   (402) 483-6512 

Copyright 2011 – Bryan Clark.  All rights reserved. 
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Whose Child Are You? 
Cultivating Authentic Christian Community 

1 John 3:1-10 

Pastor Bryan Clark 
 

Opening Discussion 

1. How do you think the world views Christians (children of God)?  Why? 

 

2. Is it easy to identify the children of God in our culture today?  Why or why not?  Should it be? 

 

3. Does sin create authentic community or a counterfeit community?  Explain. 

 

4. Do you believe it’s possible to willingly practice sin as a lifestyle without conviction and still be a 

child of God?  Why or why not? 

 

Bible Study 

1. Review why John is writing this letter.  What is the problem these believers are facing? 

 

2. 1 John 2:29 is kind of a “hinge” verse between paragraphs.   What is John saying in that verse, in 

your own words? 

 

 

3. Read 1 John 3:1-3.  Compare Ephesians 1:18-22, 2:10 and 1 Corinthians 2:9.  Who are we as 

Children of God?  Why can’t the world see this?  What will happen when Jesus returns?   How does 

this then reinforce 1 John 2:29? 

 

 

4. Read 1 John 3:4-10.  The NASB uses the phrase “practices sin” to capture the durative present tense 

in the verbs that indicate sinning as a lifestyle, a way of life.   What is the difference between 

believers who sin and those people who practice sin? 

 

 

 

5. According to 1 John 1:8-2:2 do believers still sin?  The verb tenses in that text are aorist verbs 

indicating specific sins rather than a “practice” of sin.   

 

 

6. What is the background for the comments in 1 John 3:4-10?  What is the problem John is trying to 

address?  Is this a problem in “religious” circles today? 
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7. Why does he say that no one who practices sin (as a lifestyle) is born of God?  In other words, what 

is the theological reason why that can’t happen?   If one claims to be a child of God and practices sin 

as a way of life is that person truly a child of God according to the text?  Why or why not? 

 

 

8. How are the children of the devil and the children of God obvious?  Are they obvious in our culture 

today?  Explain. 

 

 

Application 

1. What is the point John is trying to make in 3:1-10?   Can an apple tree produce oranges?  If salvation 

is much more than a ticket to heaven (3:1-3) then how must a child of God live?  Is this just a choice 

or trying harder or is John saying something more? 

 

 

2. Is authentic Christian community possible for those who embrace sin as a lifestyle?  Why or why 

not?   Does sin really bring us together or isolate us and make us “hide?” 

 

 

3. Everyone who reads this text should either identify with 3:1-3 and rejoice or see 3:4-10 as a wakeup 

call and rethink whether they truly have been “born of Him.”    Which is it for you? 
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