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I suppose over the years Frank Sinatra sang that song (My Way) hundreds of times. On many 

occasions he’d actually introduce the song as our national anthem—and sadly, he’s probably right 

about that.  But what if my way isn’t the best way?  Maybe a better question is, “What if my way 

isn’t the right way?”  Jesus said, “There is a way that seems right but the end is destruction.”  What 

if my way is that way?  That’s what we want to talk about this morning.  If you have a Bible, turn 

with us to 1 John, Chapter 2.   

 

Up to now John’s had a pretty clear train of thought from Chapter 1, Verse 1, all the way through 

Chapter 2, Verse 11.  But now he digresses just a little bit.  He’s hit it pretty hard talking about the 

false teachers and his concerns, trying to give responses to those teachings, but now he backs up a 

little bit, wants to again affirm the believers, and then he’s going to talk about two different 

operating systems within the world.  We pick it up in verse 12 of Chapter 2: 

 

I am writing to you, little children, because your sins have been forgiven you for His 

name’s sake. (*NASB, 1 John 2:12) 

 

Now he uses the word children—it’s the exact same Greek word he used in Chapter 2, Verse 1.  

Now maybe in our culture we would find that somewhat insulting but in first century culture the 

word wasn’t insulting at all.  The Greek word literally meant to come forth from and it carried the 

idea of a child coming forth from a parent.  So maybe John’s identifying that these were his spiritual 

children and that’s why he’s so greatly concerned.  Or maybe more likely, I think, he’s identifying 

that we are a family, because we all come forth, born from the same parent.  And that makes sense 

because he is going to use a family metaphor:  He’s going to talk about fathers; he is going to talk 

about young people; he is going to talk about children.  He reminds them that their...sins have been 

forgiven for His name’s sake.   

 

Now throughout the Bible there is this kind of two level of forgiveness theology it’s important to 

understand.  There is the reality that when we trust Christ as Savior, our sins are forgiven—past, 

present and future.  They all fall under the shed blood of Jesus on the cross.  But there’s also 

discussion about how sin affects our relationship with God and the need to confess that sin and 

experience God’s forgiveness in order to experience intimacy with Him.  That’s what he was 

talking about in Chapter 1, Verse 9.  There are both of those levels.  In this particular case he’s 

talking about that first level.  The grammar would be past tense but an ongoing effect—that God has 

forgiven your sins once and for all.  What’s at stake in the forgiveness of God is His very reputation 

...for His name’s sake.  Just think about the names of Jesus that John has used just in a chapter and 

a half.  He’s talked about Jesus being the Word of Life.  He’s talked about Jesus being the Son of 

God, being our Advocate, being the Propitiation, Jesus Christ the Righteous One.  Christ is the 

Messiah, the Savior.  When you think about the names of God, they’re descriptions of God.  And 

for the sake of His name and what He has promised, your sins are forgiven.  God stakes His 

reputation, His Name on it.  So it’s just the assurance of their forgiveness, the assurance of their 

salvation.  Verse 13: 
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I am writing to you, fathers, because you know Him who has been from the 

beginning.   

 

He’s going to break people down into three categories: the mature, kind of the young people and the 

children—spiritually speaking.  I don’t think he’s talking about physically; he’s talking about 

spiritually here.  It’s really important to remind ourselves that just because you’ve been a Christian 

a long time doesn’t mean you are spiritually mature.  I’ve known people that have been Christians 

for fifty years and they are still very immature and I’ve known Christians that have been Christians 

for ten years and they are very mature.  Time is no guarantee one way or the other.  What he’s 

talking about here are those who are spiritually mature—those who know God.  And he talks about 

God ...who has been from the beginning.  There’s a reminder here that ultimately God’s desire is 

that we would know Him in a passionate love relationship with Him—that that’s the ultimate end to 

salvation.   

 

John told us that what he’s sharing in this letter is what he heard directly out of the mouth of Jesus.  

He told us that in Chapter 1.  Jesus told him this in the upper room.  He said, “This is eternal life— 

that you may know God.”  The term know does not mean know about.  It’s a term of intimacy.  It’s 

exactly the same word that’s used to describe sexual relations between a husband and a wife.  It 

carries the idea of knowing in a deep, real, personal, intimate way.  The fact that he adds ...who has 

been from the beginning is significant.  Now we’ve talked about this several times already in this 

letter.  What he’s talking about is that Jesus is the manifestation of the life that has been forever.  

For all eternity there has been life: God the Father, God the Son, God the Spirit—sharing life and 

love together.  All other life flows out of that.  God is the Fountainhead; God is the Originator.  All 

life comes from Him.  Therefore the deepest, richest, fullest life comes from God.  Therefore, to 

know the One who has been from the beginning is to say that they know this life that defines God 

and they’ve entered into it.  That would be the definition of spiritual maturity—that we actually 

dance with God in the light.  There is this beautiful, passionate, love relationship with God.  That’s 

what He wants.  So He starts there.  Second of all he says: 

 

I am writing to you, young men, because you have overcome the evil one. (vs. 13b) 

 

Now he’s talking about fathers; he’s not just referring to men.  When he talks about young men, 

he’s not just referring to men or males.  It’s the mature spiritually male and female.  The second 

category would be probably where most of us would find ourselves.  It’s those who are on the 

journey, those that are in the trenches.  We are feeling the warfare everyday, battling to overcome 

the evil one, battling to live God’s way.  We kind of feel that sense of trench-warfare. That’s what 

he’s talking about...overcoming the evil one.   

 

Last week we talked about the difference between our default setting—to ultimately live our lives 

for ourselves and our own selfish desires—or to completely reorient our lives in order to love and to 

give ourselves away.  That would be an example of: as we are living out our faith, we feel the strain 

of that; we feel the pressure of that; we feel the warfare on a daily basis.  And so those are the 

people that are really feeling it in the trenches.  Thirdly, he says: 

 

I have written to you, children, because you know the Father. (vs. 13c)  

 

Now this word children is a completely different Greek word.  This is a word that means to 

subordinate yourself under, to be under the authority of.  This is talking about children that are 

under the authority of their parents and I think, in this case, he’s talking about spiritual infants—  
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those that really need those who are more mature to parent them, to protect them, to guide them, to 

help them in this Christian walk.  And so he’s talking about those who know Him.  They are 

believers.  But notice what he doesn’t say.  He doesn’t say know Him who has been from the 

beginning.  In other words they are new believers—they don’t yet really know the life of God.  

They don’t know the fullness of it; they don’t really know the abundant life.  They are on a journey.  

They are pursuing; they are seeking but they don’t know, in a full sense, as those who are spiritually 

mature.  So you have this imagery of the mature, of the disciples who really duke it out in the 

trenches and spiritual infants.  Now strangely enough he gets quite repetitious here.  Verse 14: 

 

I have written to you, fathers, because you know Him who has been from the 

beginning...an exact repeat of what he said before. I have written to you, young men, 

because you are strong, and the word of God abides in you, and you have overcome 

the evil one.  
 

I think what he’s saying there—the point of the text here—is that there are spiritual infants who are 

very vulnerable to the false teachers and so he’s writing these things in this letter to remind the 

spiritually mature and those that are battling it out in the trenches to listen to what he has to say.  

They need to expose the false teachers; they need to stay on track, or the victims are going to be 

these new believers who are going to lose their way and ultimately be destroyed by the false 

teachers.   

 

Now I think there are a couple of things from this text that are helpful to walk away with.  One is 

the reminder that in any healthy church there are those who are spiritually mature; there are those 

who are really feeling the battle in the trenches and there are those who are spiritual infants—new 

believers.  Now in a physical family I would not have the same expectations for a five-year-old, a 

sixteen-year-old, and a forty-year-old.  That would be unrealistic.  If I look at how I live my life as a 

fifty-two-year old and expect my children to live that way and to see it that way and to understand it 

that way, that’s unrealistic.  It took me fifty-two years to get here.  So we understand that there are 

differences and, rather than kind of picking at others and being judgmental of others, just like a 

family we need to encourage one another, challenge one another, teach one another and mentor one 

another—and get this sense that we are in this together.  Let’s help one another on the journey 

because we are going to have people at all different levels that are going to see it differently, 

understand it differently.  Also, as a church, it’s just a good reminder that not everything is for 

everybody.  There are certain ministries; there are services; there are certain programs that are 

targeted to certain people at different maturity levels because we are a family.  It’s just important to 

remember that.   

 

I think more importantly though, this text reminds us that, ultimately, the purpose of salvation is to 

have a passionate love relationship with God—to know Him and to know this life that has been 

forever.  It’s so easy to reduce this down to a ticket to heaven.  Think about how many of our 

presentations of the Gospel ultimately talk about: if you do this, you’ll go to heaven.  But the story 

of the Gospel is not about going to a place; it’s about a relationship with the Person.  God wants us 

to live in a passionate love relationship with Him—to know Him and to know the life that has 

defined Him forever.  When we reduce salvation down to a ticket to heaven, then it becomes cold, 

stale religion.  We feel an obligation, because we are given a ticket, to play by the rules.  So we 

want to know what are the rules and do I have to obey the rules?  So that becomes kind of the 

essence of the Christian life—trying to operate within the rules because I have my ticket and I 

probably owe God at least that.  There’s nothing very motivating about that.  It just turns into cold, 

stale religion.   
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Now think of it this way: Use the analogy of a marriage.  What is the point of marriage?  Is the 

point of marriage to get a marriage certificate and, based on that, there are certain marriage 

behaviors I’m required to fulfill?  Now I do a lot of weddings.  I’ve never stood at the altar and said, 

“Okay, here’s the deal.  Based on what we are doing here today, I’m going to give you a marriage 

license but with that comes a long list of do’s and don’ts, because your job now is to act married.”  

Nobody gets married for that reason.  We get married because we fall deeply, passionately in love 

with someone and we pursue this deep intimate relationship.  Does that mean behavior doesn’t 

matter?  Absolutely not!  It matters a lot.  Think about it in a marriage relationship.  There are 

certain marriage behaviors that define my life, not because they are the rules but because they are 

part of what it means to pursue an intimate relationship with someone.  They are not the goal; they 

are not the end but they do affect the end.  If my life is defined by misbehavior within my marriage, 

it is a barrier to experiencing intimacy.  I’m never going to experience the passionate intimacy I 

desire because of my misbehavior.   

 

So it’s understanding that behavior matters but behavior isn’t the point.  The point is the passionate 

love affair with God.  So when God says, “I’m asking you to do this, this and this; I’m commanding 

you to do this, this, and this,” it’s not because He’s a control-freak.  It’s not because He says, “You 

have a ticket to heaven; here’s the rules; that’s the way we play ball here.”  It’s because He’s 

saying, “What I want with you is passion.  What I want with you is love.  But in order for that to 

happen, this is the behavior that has to define your life in order that you might dance in the light and 

we can enjoy relationship together.”  God is mapping out the journey to intimacy with Him.  If I 

understand it that way, it’s far more motivating.  Because I want passion with God, I want intimacy 

with God, I’m going to listen to what God has to say and I’m going to choose to do it His way.   

 

Well that leads into this discussion about the world’s operating system.  Twice in the previous 

paragraph he talks about the importance of overcoming the evil one.  The evil one is the architect 

of the world-system in which we live.  I would suggest to you that these three verses—15, 16, and 

17—are three of the most significant verses in the New Testament for understanding the system and 

how God calls us to live in order to experience an intimate relationship with Him.  Verse 15: 

 

Do not love the world nor the things in the world.  If anyone loves the world, the love 

of the Father is not in him.  

 

Do not love the world.  The grammar is actually do not keep loving the world.  It’s important to 

understand every single one of us on default mode operates according to the operating system of the 

world.  Every single one of us has loved this world.  That’s what comes naturally.  That’s our 

default mode.  We can make a choice to operate other than this world.  Now what does he mean do 

not love the world?  It’s important that we understand this because he just said, “If you love the 

world, you don’t love the Father.”   

 

We’ve talked about this before.  You can’t have two lovers.  James said it in Chapter 4, Verse 4,“If 

you make yourself a friend of the world, you have declared yourself to be an enemy of God.”  That 

seems rather serious to me.  Jesus said it in the Sermon on the Mount, “You can’t serve two 

masters.  You are going to have to make a decision.  It’s Me or it’s this world.”  So what do we 

mean by world?  Sometimes the New Testament uses the word world to describe the world of 

people, “For God so loved the world...”  Sometimes it’s used to describe the universe, God’s 

creation.  But oftentimes it’s used, as it’s used here, to describe the operating-system of the world.   

So when he says, “Do not love the world nor the things in the world”, the things in the world are 

those things that are the outflow of this value system—the things that mark us, the things that 
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identify us with this system.  You say, “That’s all well and good, but what does that mean?  You 

know, I need specifics.”  So John says in verse 16, “Great, I’m going to give them to you.” 

 

For all that is in the world...in other words, I’m going to define it...the lust of the flesh 

and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is 

from the world.  The world is passing away, and also its lusts; (vs. 16-17a) 
 

…lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes, boastful pride of life—let’s take each one of these phrases.  

What does he mean by the lust of the flesh?  If we define that as all kinds of wild, immoral 

behavior, kind of this immoral debauchery that defines the world in the gutter, most Christians 

would say, “Yeah, that’s really bad, should be avoided, but that’s not me.”  But I don’t think that’s 

the definition of the term at all.  As a matter of fact there’s long been confusion around: what does 

the term flesh mean?   

 

I think the best way to understand it is from the Old Testament and specifically understanding the 

purpose of the flesh as it relates to the mark of the covenant—circumcision in Genesis, Chapter 17.  

Understand the story that God promised Abraham: that through Abraham would come the Messiah, 

the Savior that would save them from their sins.  From Genesis 3 we know that would be the seed of 

a woman, meaning a human being.  From Genesis 15 we know that seed of a woman would actually 

be God Himself and it would be His blood that would be shed to atone for their sins.  So we know 

that this miracle Person would actually be fully God, fully Man.  That’s the promise, then, that was 

made to Abraham.   

 

I believe that Abraham and Sarah struggled with the thought that they could, in their own power, 

produce this child.  I think Adam and Eve struggled with that.  As a matter of fact in Genesis 4, 

when Eve has a child, she basically says, “I did it,” and there is a clear sense in which she thinks she 

pulled it off.  I think Abraham and Sarah struggled with the same thing.  I think you see that in the 

story of Abraham and Hagar.  When Abraham and Sarah aren’t having children, Abraham says, 

“Hey, we can pull it off—call Hagar in here.”   

 

The idea of circumcision is saying that this will be from God and God alone.  The promise is the 

seed of a woman therefore would travel through the male organ.  So the whole idea was the removal 

of the flesh of the foreskin would say, “This is symbolic of the fact that you, in your own power, in 

your own strength, cannot pull this off.  You cannot generate a God Man.”  And so the removal of 

the flesh was saying, “You can’t do this. This will be a miracle from God.”   

 

And I think then you see that pattern throughout the Old Testament.  The flesh there, then, is 

symbolic of that which we can do in our own strength, in our own power.  If you take what’s called 

the Septuagint, which is the Greek translation of the Hebrew Old Testament, and you take the Greek 

word sarx, which is the word for flesh, and you see how that was used in the Old Testament, it’s 

never used for sensuality and debauchery.  It’s always used consistently with this idea of what we 

can do in our own strength and power, what we are limited to in our own humanity.  So I think the 

Septuagint helps confirm that is the correct definition.  So the lust of the flesh is basically what I 

can do myself.  All religion flows out of my flesh.  A lot of very good behavior is done in the flesh.  

It’s that which I can do myself.   

 

So then what is the lust of the flesh?  To understand that phrase you have to think back to Genesis, 

Chapter 3.  The offer made by the evil one, who again is the architect of this system, was to Adam 

and Eve:   You can be your own God and you can decide for yourself what’s right and wrong, 
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what’s good and evil.  The greatest temptation that we face as people made in the image of God is 

to think, then, we can be our own gods.   

 

Basically the storyline looks like this:  In Genesis, Chapter 2, Adam and Eve were created to have a 

relationship with God and out of that relationship they found their significance and they found their 

value.  Every person in this room has a strong, strong need for a sense of significance and a sense of 

value.  We were meant to find that in our relationship with God and out of that, life is lived.  But in 

Genesis, Chapter 3, sin enters into the picture and sin cuts us off from a relationship with God.  So 

now Adam and Eve must figure out how to find significance and value apart from God.  That’s 

where the architect of the world-system comes into play and says, “You can do it yourself.  You can 

do it yourself based on your own performance, on your own ability to achieve.  You be your own 

god and, in so doing, you will make yourself significant; you will give yourself value.”  And that 

then defines the operating-system of the world.   

 

Now understand this:  There is nothing wrong with performance.  As a matter of fact I would say 

God calls us to perform at our best for His glory.  The problem is, when the performance becomes 

the basis of my significance, the basis of my value, where I’m now my own god, that’s the sin of 

idolatry.  And I’ve said to God, “I’m going to make myself significant; I’m going to give myself 

value.”   So if it’s performance-based, then how does that work?  And the answer is:  The only way 

it can work is on the basis of competition and comparison.  My performance has to be measured and 

so it’s going to be measured up against you.  So I determine, “How do I compete with you?  How 

do I compare with you?”  That’s why, on any given day, our self-esteem can go way up and can go 

way down.  It just depends on who I am comparing myself with and what I’m comparing.  So we 

get into this performance-based system that is now the definition of my significance and my value.   

 

We still have the question:  How is the game scored?  How do I put points on the board?  How do I 

demonstrate to people that I am significant, that I do have value?  That’s the second phrase—the 

lust of the eyes.  Eyes represent covetousness.  It isn’t limited to money.  It’s anything that I see 

and I want in order that I can compete better, in order that I can perform better, in order that I can 

raise my significance and I can raise my value.  So you think about the ways in our culture that we 

communicate to one another that I matter; I have value; I have arrived; check me out.  It’s not 

complicated.  It would be money; it would be stuff; it would be titles; it would be positions; it 

would be education.  It would be how we look; it would be talent—you know—music and athletic.  

It’s whatever I use to say, “Hey, I matter!  I’m significant.  I have value.  Check me out!”  If you 

don’t believe this is true, go back to a class reunion.  That’s all those are about—figuring out what 

everybody else does for a living, how much money they have, what kind of a car they drove in.   

 

But even us as parents: You have one child who’s a brain surgeon and one child that is a janitor.  

Are you more proud of one than the other?  Do you introduce one differently than the other?  Our 

culture says you should.  We keep pushing our children into careers that will somehow make us 

look better because they will make more money; they’ll have more status.  But it isn’t the passion of 

that student’s heart.  We do this all the time in our culture.  This is why we buy houses we can’t 

afford.  This is why we drive cars we can’t afford.  This is why we have hundreds, thousands and 

thousands of dollars on credit cards that we can’t pay off.  This isn’t just about budgeting.  This 

isn’t just about simple math skills.  This is about my significance; this is about my value.  I have to 

have that house.  I have to tell the world I’m somebody.  When my self-esteem is in the tanker, I 

have to swipe that card.  This isn’t about budgets; this isn’t about money.  This is deeper.  That’s 

why it’s so hard to stop.  Because every time I swipe that card I’m saying, “Hey, look at me.  Check 

me out; I do have value; I do matter.”  This is the lust of the eyes—it’s how the game is scored. 
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Thirdly is the boastful pride of life.  Interestingly enough, this word life is not the Greek word zoe 

where you are talking about Jesus as the Word of Life.  That’s talking about life in its fullest, 

deepest, richest sense.  This is the word bios from which we get our word biology.  It’s just the very 

basics of life—what it takes to survive.  It takes a heartbeat; it takes a lung; it takes food; it takes 

water.  It’s the very essence of life in the sense of survival.  John’s very careful with his wording 

here.  The boastful pride of life is, “Hey, check me out!  I survived—and I did it my way.”  At the 

end of the day, what do you have?  I spent my life according to the operating system of the world 

and I survived!  I had a big house and a really nice car.  I had lots of money in the bank.  People 

really thought I was something.  But what difference does that make?  At the end of the day, we can 

all say in unison, “Big deal!”  Trust me, a hundred years from now nobody’s going to care how big 

Frank Sinatra’s house was.  What is virtuous about doing it my way if, at the end of the day, my way 

is the wrong way.  The boastful pride of life is saying, “At the end of the day, this system never 

delivers the goods; it’s always destructive.”   

 

But this is critical to understand!  It’s always destructive because it was intended to be destructive.  

The architect is the evil one who longs to destroy your soul. The system was intended to fail—that’s 

the whole point!  There is a way that seems right. It seems right because the culture is applauding.  

The culture is saying, “Man, that’s exactly the way you live life.”  But, at the end of the day, there 

are never any winners.  If I feel good about myself it’s because I’ve compared myself to you and I 

think I compare better.  Therefore I’m filled with arrogance—which is always destructive.  Or I 

compare myself with you and I don’t think I compare very well, so my self-esteem goes in the 

tanker—and that’s always destructive.   

 

How many people in this auditorium this morning, if you were to be honest, would say you struggle 

with a low self-esteem?  You know why that is?  I’m sorry but it’s because you’re worldly to the 

core.  You have bought into a value system that says, on the basis of competition and comparison, 

you are not matching up.  Therefore you should think poorly of yourself.  It’s the intent of the 

system to destroy you and, unless you change systems, it is going to destroy you.  While you are 

sitting there thinking these low thoughts of yourself, God is on the other end of the scale, 

celebrating the wonder of you as He has made you.  But you don’t see that because you’ve bought 

into the operating system of the world.   

 

This is what leads people into mid-life crisis.  I’m halfway through my life and I’m not significant; I 

don’t have value; I’m not keeping up.  And so we kind of go through this crisis of, “What now?”  

This is why our senior adults and our elderly fall into despair and depression because, according to 

the operating system, when you can’t perform, you have no significance; you have no value; you 

have no worth; and they feel that in the deepest part of their being and so they have this despair and 

depression.   

 

It’s why we struggle with performance-anxiety—because no matter how good I was today, what 

about tomorrow...and what about the next day?  It’s relentless...and there’s always somebody better.  

But I can’t slow down because what’s at stake is my significance.  What’s at stake is my self-esteem 

so I keep cranking it out and I feel it and it leads to my anxiety; it leads to my fear; it leads to all 

these problems that began to define our life as it slowly destroys us.   

 

The text says this value system is passing away—meaning, at the end of the day, it doesn’t hold up; 

it doesn’t work; it doesn’t deliver the goods.  It always destroys.  This is why we can’t be generous 

people.  If my money is how I put points on the score board, then I can’t afford to be generous 

because what I’m actually giving away is part of my self-esteem.  What I’m actually giving away is 
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part of my significance.  This is why some people actually get upset when we talk about money.  

Something deep inside gets them really worked up because, deep within, what they are thinking is, 

“You are asking me to give away part of my significance.  These are points I can put on the board 

and you are asking me to give them up?  I’m not keeping up the way it is and now you are asking 

me to give up points?”  We’ll never be generous: we’ll never be generous with our time; we’ll never 

be generous with our talents; we’ll never be generous with our treasures.  As long as we’ve bought 

into this operating system, I can never really love someone because I’m competing with everyone.  

Even within the marriage it becomes a competition; it becomes a comparison.  There isn’t the 

freedom to just love—because of this sense of trying to find who I am, what gives me value, what 

gives me significance—leaving us with the question:  Is that the only option?  And the answer 

is,”Of course not.”  He says: 

 

...but the ones who does the will of God lives forever. (vs. 17b) 
 

The one who does the will of God taps into this life that is eternal, this life that defines God.  Now 

it’s what John’s talking about in the whole letter—that it’s basically talking about this economy of 

grace, this operating system of grace.  It’s the polar opposite of a performance-based system. It’s on 

the basis of what Jesus has done for me—not my performance, that’s religion which, by the way, 

religion is just taking the operating system of the world and inserting God into it—it’s just the exact 

same thing.  But what God offers us is a system where He says, based on what Jesus has done on 

the cross for you, that you receive, by faith, God’s forgiveness, which then includes an invitation to 

a passionate love affair with Him.   

 

Now I’m back to Genesis, Chapter 2. On the basis of Jesus’ performance on the cross, I can now 

have a relationship with God and my significance and my value flow out of being rightly related to 

God—and out of that, now I choose to live my life.  Suddenly everything changes.  I’m no longer 

defined by the stuff of this world.  I’m no longer defined by my performance and my houses and my 

cars and my stuff.  I’m defined by being rightly related to God and, since it’s on the basis of His 

grace, it never goes up and down.  It’s constant because it’s rooted to the character of God.   

 

I would suggest that frees you up to perform at a higher level because now your sense of 

significance is not at risk.  That is secure in your relationship with God.  It sets me free to have the 

courage to live by faith and to fulfill the calling that God’s put on my life.  Suddenly I’m set free to 

actually love you.  It’s no longer a competition; it’s no longer a comparison.  I don’t have to 

compete with you.  I don’t really care how I match up with you.  It isn’t about that anymore.  I am 

actually set free just to love you and to give myself away and to celebrate you and to cheerlead you 

and to be happy for you and to live the life that has defined God forever.   

 

Over the years I’ve done a lot of funerals.  I always gather with the family and ask, “What would 

you like to remember about the one who has passed?”  Never—not one time—has anybody ever 

said, “Make sure you mention he had a really big house.  Make sure you mention that he had a 

really nice car.  Make sure you mention that he had this title.  Make sure you mention that he had 

this much money in the bank.”  I’ve never had anybody say that.  There’s something about that 

moment when we understand, deep down, that stuff doesn’t really matter, does it?   

 

Your default setting—my default setting—is the operating-system of the world.  Unless I choose to 

operate according to a different system, I will operate according to the system that will ultimately 

destroy me.  This one thing we know for certain: I can choose to live my life my way or I can 

choose to live my life God’s way but the option that’s not on the table is: I can live it both ways.  If 
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I love this world, then I don’t love the Father.  If I’m going to operate according to this world, I’m 

not operating according to the system of grace.  The systems are not compatible in any way.  There 

is a choice—a daily choice—that must be made.  “There is a way that seems right, but the end is 

destruction.”  But Jesus also said, “There is a road; it’s a narrow road and there’s going to be fewer 

who find it.” But I’m telling you, it’s the road that leads to life—the choice is yours!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Father, we are thankful this morning that You love us and You tell us the truth.  

Lord, we understand there’s an enemy who’s very crafty.  He’s designed a 

system that seems to make sense and has high appeal.  For a while it seems like 

it works.  But, Lord, You’ve told us there’s never a winner in that system.  It’s 

always destructive.  Lord, you’ve offered this scandalous thing called grace, that 

on the basis of Jesus’ work on the cross, we freely receive Your gift and we are 

set free—free to experience the life that You have offered.  Lord, my prayer for 

every one of us here this morning would be that we would know that life; we 

would experience the freedom of grace; that we would choose to say, “No,” to 

the operating system of this world.  In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
*Scripture taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 

Copyright 1960, 1962, 1963, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1987, 1988, 
The Lockman Foundation.  Used by permission. 

Lincoln Berean Church, 6400 S. 70th, Lincoln, NE 68516   (402) 483-6512 

Copyright 2011 – Bryan Clark.  All rights reserved. 
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Pastor Bryan Clark 
 
 

 
  

Opening Discussion 
 

1. When we think of our spiritual family it’s good to remember that like our physical family 

people are at different stages in their growth.   Why is this important to remember? What 

can happen if we fail to remember this? 

 

 

2. Is the Christian life more about a passionate relationship with Jesus or about right behavior?  

How do the two (behavior and relationship) relate to one each other? 

 

 

 

3. How would you define the world?  What is the world’s operating system? 

 

 

 

Bible Study 
 

1. Read 1 John 2:12-14.  What are the three “categories” John identifies in the local church and 

how does he describe each?   What is the significance of each category in terms of what that 

person needs? 

 

 

 

2. Read 1 John 2:15.  Compare James 4:4 and Matthew 6:24.  What is the sobering message of 

these verses?    

 

 

 

3. What is the world’s operating system according to 1 John 2:16, 17?  Define the three phrases: 

 

Lust of the flesh 

 

Lust of the eyes 

 

Boastful pride of life 

 

What is the basis of our significance and value in this system?   

 

How is the game scored?  
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How would you define “performance anxiety” in this system? 

 

  

4. John says this operating system is “passing away.”  Why can there never be any winners in this 

system?  How does this system prevent us from truly loving one another?   

 

 

 

5.  What is the alternative operating system from God?  How is it different?  In what way does 

God’s system set us free to live and to love? 

 

 

 

6. If you’ve truly embraced God’s value system of grace, what should be the evidence or marks of 

that system in your daily life? 

 

 

 

Application 
 

1. Would you identify yourself as a child, young man, or father – spiritually speaking?  What do 

you need to continue to grow and move forward in your stage?  How can you find what you 

need? 

 

 

2. Which operating system best describes your day to day life these days?  Can you give some 

examples? 

 

 

 

3. Why is it so hard to break free from the world’s operating system?  What are some practical 

things you can do to embrace God’s operating system? 
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