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September 10/11, 2011                            

 

State of the Church, 2011 
Pastor Bryan Clark 

 

 

The mission statement of Lincoln Berean is: To glorify God by seeking to present every person 

complete in Christ. About a year and a half ago we introduced the idea of A Decade On Purpose— 

really calling people to think about, “What are you going to live for in the next ten years?” With 

that came six big initiatives that we corporately were trusting God for.  If you weren’t here then, 

you can get on the website; you can find out what those were. Last State of the Church we went 

through them and we kind of updated all of those. But we’re not going to do that every year.  Over 

ten years that would get pretty monotonous and we also don’t want to communicate that that is the 

main thing, because at Lincoln Berean, that isn’t really the main thing.  That’s this decade thing that 

we’re trusting God for, but the main thing is the mission of the church which involves: everyone. 

everyday. And that’s really what we want to talk about this morning. We want to talk about 

changing the world one person at a time. The ultimate end of the mission of the church is to glorify 

God, is to enhance His reputation. This isn’t about Lincoln Berean; this isn’t about building our 

kingdom; this is about God and His glory—something we take very seriously. As a matter of fact, 

one of the ways that we express that, that we live that out, is we have a commitment that we’ll do 

anything in our power to assist any church in our community that preaches the gospel to be 

successful. And those aren’t just words.   We’re constantly involved with other churches trying to 

help them any way we can because we do believe, at the end of the day, this is about God and His 

glory. The mission statement says ...seeking to present every person. That’s a phrase we actually 

talk about a lot. What are the implications of every person? It was out of that discussion that we had 

the discussion with Barb; that’s why we have a deaf ministry; it’s every person. That’s why we 

started a Hispanic church; that’s why we partner with the Sudanese church; that’s why we’re 

planting churches in India and Poland and Spain. That’s basically how we think; that’s why we have 

Celebrate Recovery. What does it mean? What are the implications of every person? 

 

One of the ways to process that is each of us—individually—what does that mean for you? What 

does that mean for the people you go to school with, the people you live in the dorm with, the 

people you work with, the people next door, the people you do your hobbies with? The mission is 

not just to cherry-pick from the people you like.  It’s every person. These are people that Jesus died 

for; these are people that God is compassionate toward. And what would it mean to seek to reach 

every person?  

 

The idea of complete in Christ comes from Colossians 1:28-29. Paul basically says the purpose of 

his life is, “...seeking to present every person complete in Christ.” And that’s where we get our 

language. Complete in Christ reminds us this isn’t just about converts; this isn’t about distributing 

tickets to heaven. This is about trying to assist people in cultivating a passionate love affair with 

Jesus and to capture God’s vision for this world and to give people a glimpse of that. Basically we 

go out and we reach people that have not heard the good news.  They come to Christ; they’re 

brought into the life of the church where they’re built up; they’re strengthened in their faith; they 

get a vision for God’s vision for the world and they go back out. Some have defined this as: We 

gather in order to scatter. I would say the highest calling of the people of God is to glorify God. 

But you cannot really worship God and glorify Him without engaging His heart for people. If you 

truly are a worshipper, it compels you to go back out and to scatter and to proclaim God’s vision for 

the world.  
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That process basically makes what looks like a loop. We go out; we come in; we go back out. If 

you’re new to the church, you may wonder, “Why are these people so loopy?”  You know the 

magazine you get is called The Loop.  At the end of a video, it’s Life in the Loop. And all of that is 

just a reminder—that’s the mission!  It’s not complicated; it’s one person at a time.  

 

I’m sure all of you are aware that this weekend marks the ten-year anniversary for 9/11. It’s been all 

over in the media; it’s all over in the news; there are memorials and observances all over the city. 

We felt like: there are plenty of those for people to pick and choose what they find meaningful. We 

don’t need to try to recreate one here. The question that I would raise is—over the last ten years— 

what’s really changed? Going back to ten years ago, there was a lot of chatter about the fact that we 

were really going to change as a country. As a matter of fact I went back on You Tube and brought 

up the discussion—or the speech—when the Congress gathered on the steps of the National Capitol 

building and they talked about: we were going to change as a nation; we were going to come 

together; we were going to be one people and all these things that were going to be different and 

then, interestingly enough, spontaneously they broke into God Bless America. But over the last ten 

years I would pose the question, “What’s really changed?”   

 

The meltdown in ’08 and ’09 with our economy reminded us—if anything—we’ve just become 

more greedy; we’ve just become more selfish; we’ve just become more reckless; we’ve lost our 

way. It’s great to remember but if, in remembering, we aren’t then living for the things that really 

matter, then what’s the point? And that was the whole mission—the whole idea—behind A Decade 

on Purpose.  It’s calling people to live for the things that really matter—investing ourselves in the 

things that last forever and, in many ways, stepping outside of the culture of a country that has lost 

its way and investing ourselves in the things that matter.  

 

If you choose to waste the next ten years of your life, that’s your choice...but we’re going to make it 

very hard to do so. That’s kind of the heartbeat behind the Decade on Purpose. A decade is not a 

sprint. We’re not saying hunker down for a couple months and that’ll do. This is a marathon; we’re 

talking about changing our lifestyles. In just a couple of minutes Tim’s going to come and talk 

about, “How do you do that?”  How do you get in for the long haul and remain strong and healthy 

and focused?  What I want to talk about for the next couple of minutes is reminding us that this isn’t 

as complicated as we sometimes make it. The state of the church this year is not about this 

grandiose vision: Let’s take the hill by faith. It’s rather remembering that God changes the world 

one person at a time—and that involves every single one of us, every day.  

 

Several years ago we introduced the concept of Each One Reach One—that every day we would be 

prayerfully aware of the people God puts in our path at work, at school, in the dorm, in my hobbies, 

in my neighborhood.  Who are the people that God is bringing into my path that I might rightly 

represent the message of the gospel to them?  Each One Reach One doesn’t really sound like a 

world-changer but if each of us, over the course of the next year, just reached one person and that 

person was brought into the life of the church and, at the end of that year, you go back out and that 

person goes back out, the multiplying effect of that is: we would reach the entire population of the 

city of Lincoln in six years and we could virtually reach the entire population of the world in thirty-

three years. It has great power in its multiplying effect!  

 

Sometimes when we talk about Living On Purpose for a Purpose we tend to get kind of these 

grandiose ideas. There’s nothing wrong with that.  I’m a big picture guy; I like vision. I like that but 

I also understand that you can “someday” your life away: Someday I’m going to be a missionary in 

China. Someday I’m going to start an orphanage in India, someday when my marriage is better, 

someday when I’m out of debt, someday when I get in a different job, someday when I get out of 
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school. You can virtually “someday” your life away!  It’s really important to understand you don’t 

know that you have someday. All you know that you have is today and what are you going to do 

with today? 

 

When I was thirty-nine years old I had open heart surgery and the cardiologist looked me in the eye 

and he said, “Bryan, there’s no human explanation for why you are still alive.”  Trust me, that gets 

your attention!  I believe with all my heart that I am on borrowed time and I believe that every day 

is a gift from God and I want to be very thoughtful about what I do with each day I’m given. That’s 

what we want to talk about, Each One, Reach One. At the end of the day the mission isn’t really 

more complicated than living each day on purpose.  

 

Now when we talk about—Each One Reach One—I think the overwhelming majority of people in 

this auditorium: that’s what they want; that’s your heart. There’d be very few people that would say, 

“I don’t want to do that!” But there’s also a lot of anxiety; there’s a lot of fear; there’s a lot of 

questions, “How do we do that?”  And I think sometimes we just make it way too complicated. So I 

want to give us five very simple things to think about. I would encourage you, if you have a pen or 

pencil, write these five down; think about them. I think they’ll really help you in fulfilling the 

mission.  

 

The first one is that we must genuinely care about people. This isn’t a program; this isn’t just some 

strategy; this isn’t a technique; people are not projects. You have to look at the people around you— 

through the eyes of God—and realize, “These are people that God loves; these are people that Jesus 

died for; these are people that deeply matter to God.”  And we have to learn to see people through 

the eyes of God and genuinely love them and care about them and have compassion for them. This 

has to be real—from the heart.  That’s really important. We have to rightly represent Jesus and His 

love for them as we go out as the church. So number one: we have to genuinely care about these 

people.  

 

Number two I would say, “Ask lots of questions”. Some of you, like me, grew up in an environment 

where the idea of sharing the gospel really had to do with memorizing a presentation and then trying 

to figure out some technique to get your foot in the door in order to dump the load! That creates 

really awkward relationships and it typically is far more problematic than it is helpful. If you think 

that’s what we’re talking about, you’re going to have fear; you’re going to have anxiety.  And you 

probably are going to end up just kind of interjecting it into a conversation where it doesn’t fit and 

just making a mess of things. There’s nothing wrong with having a sense of where you want to go 

to explain the gospel but a much better way to approach it, in the culture in which we live today is: 

ask lots of questions. Ask questions about what this person thinks and what this person feels and, 

“What are your hopes?  What are your dreams?   What is your story? What gets you out of bed in 

the morning? What keeps you awake at night? What is it about your life that I could know in order 

to know more about you?” One of the realities of the culture in which we live is basically, 

relationally, we are starved! We have become such selfish consumers, we don’t do relationships 

well. Most people are starved for meaningful, deep relationships. One of the things that the experts 

are now saying is that social media—things like Facebook—are now creating a kind of false feeling 

of community. So we’re not pursuing community because we think we’re getting it, but it’s a false 

community which is only going to make us more empty and more lonely and more isolated in the 

future. That may or may not be the case but I think that we can conclude that people today are 

starving for people who will value them and genuinely care about them. So we ask questions and, 

when we ask these questions, we’re not just looking for things that we can disagree with. We’re not 

looking for a place where I can stick my foot in the door and dump the load!  
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So the third thing is, we need to learn to genuinely listen. This may surprise some of you but I 

would suggest, as a culture, we don’t listen well. We’re good at stating our opinion; we’re good at 

talking about ourselves but we don’t listen. One of the things that I love about this is: if you operate 

this way, if you ask lots of questions and you really sincerely listen, people feel very valued. They 

feel like you genuinely care and it’s a great way to cultivate deeper relationship. What I mean by 

really listening is that we’re not listening and formulating our moment to dump the load! And we’re 

not debating and arguing with everything they say. We genuinely want to know, “What do you 

believe?  How do you think?   Why do you believe that?  What lead you to that conclusion?  How 

long have you believed that?”  You’ll be surprised: ninety-nine out of one hundred times it ends up 

in some sort of a spiritual conversation. Just let it roll that way.  

 

The fourth thing is, we need to be very thoughtful about our own belief system. It’s not enough to 

kind of package the gospel in four little steps and then have nothing else to say. We need to be 

thoughtful about: what do we believe and why do we believe it and what are the implications of our 

belief?—understanding that nobody has all the answers.  One of the reasons we get nervous is, we 

think, “What if somebody asks me a question that I can’t answer?”  Well, hey, join the club! There 

isn’t a person in this room that has all the answers; that’s just ridiculous. You need to understand 

that ultimately truth always triumphs as true. There is no objection that somebody’s going to raise 

that ultimately is going to cause Christianity to come tumbling down!  For two thousand years some 

of the brightest minds in the world have tried to discredit Christianity.  Nobody has. Many of those 

ultimately became Christians themselves because they believe, “This really is true!” Nobody 

tomorrow is going to come up with an objection that’s going to cause everything to come tumbling 

down. We don’t need to get defensive. If we don’t know the answer we simply say, “That’s a really 

good question.  I don’t know; let me give that some thought.”  But over time we need to continue to 

be more thoughtful about what we believe and why we believe it and present it with a degree of 

confidence that we really do believe this truth is true.  

 

And finally, we need to leave the results to God. We don’t want to push forward as if we’re a 

desperate salesman, needing to make a quota at the end of the day just to feed my family. You do 

your part and trust God with His part.  

 

If we remember these five things, they’re very practical; they’re very simple.  It should make it very 

easy to get into conversations with the people around us.  And most of those conversations, in time, 

will turn to spiritual things—every one. every day—living on mission. And who knows? Over the 

next year you might find yourself in the middle of a story like this one.  

 

(Video…)  

 

Tim Bohlke:  

I’m Tim Bohlke and on the directional team here at church. I’ve gotten to know Clint over the last 

year well and just love how he pursues those questions and chases those questions and really have a 

great respect for how he pursues life and God as well. Clint actually is in a group I lead—a group of 

twenty leaders from around the country—guys in business and leaders of churches and ministries. 

And we’re exploring a lot of different questions together but one of those is, “What does it really 

look like today to live with rhythm and balance, to live and lead with great rhythm in our families 

and in our places of influence?” And so we’ve been looking at that and chasing that question and 

it’s been really challenging. When I was in my twenties and faced with multiple career decisions 

and a new marriage and lots of stuff going on, I had a mentor tell me, “Tim, life has a certain 

rhythm to it and those that do this well, find that rhythm and stay within it and it helps them prepare 

for whatever life throws our way.” And that image has always stuck with me. He said, “Those that 
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do that can avoid—have a better chance of avoiding—some of the crashes and struggles and 

meltdowns that tend to happen in leadership and in families today. And, like I said, that image and 

that thing really stuck with me.   

 

A few years ago, aware of what was playing out in my own life, after years of leading a large Youth 

for Christ ministry in Lincoln here, and burdened deeply for my peers who were struggling and 

wrestling and hitting walls and crashes, that were leading churches and ministries around the 

country, we started a new ministry effort called Rhythm in Twenty. That’s inviting twenty leaders at 

a time, as a I said, into a three year, three event discipleship journey, struggling and wrestling with, 

“What does it really look like to live with rhythm today, to leave a legacy in our families and not 

lose them for the sake of pursuing careers and ministries in leadership? And what does it look like 

for a young leader today to make decisions today so that we can stay the course in our faith, stay the 

course in our families and finish well?” And that ministry has had amazing results and we’re going 

to get a chance to talk to you more about that next month and tell you more. But when I’ve looked 

over the course of my life and said, “Who are the people who are doing this well?  Who are living 

with rhythm and just have that different sense of peace about them as they navigate through life?” 

four or five men came to mind over the course of my whole life—all walks of life. And they tended 

to have three things or so that were really in common with them.  These guys were a janitor in my 

school growing up, a pastor of a large church, a teacher and a farmer—and they tended to be fully 

present in three different things.   

 

One is:  They had a passionate and purposeful connection to their work—that they realized there 

was a bigger story playing out as Bryan alluded to earlier. There was a bigger reason for doing what 

they were doing and they were purposefully connected to that. They believed and knew that God 

had them in their place, at that moment, at that season of their life, for a reason, and they brought it 

and it got them up in the morning and they brought it every day. And it wasn’t just a nine to five 

thing anymore. And so those several guys really had that clearly in their mind—that they had a 

purposeful connection to their work.  

 

But they also had a second thing.  They had a connection to the things that gave them energy, that 

brought life to them, things that filled their tank so to speak. And another way, they had a playful, 

fun component to their lives that was really present in their families, in their work and their place of 

influence as well. Bryan has modeled this really well for us, you know, through the years that I’ve 

been here as he talks about his horses and fishing and his interaction with nature that just breathes 

life into him and you can tell that. He goes to another level when he talks about that. And that’s 

kind of what I’m talking about. These guys all had that.  They had a sense for that and there was just 

a playful aspect to it.  

 

And then the third thing that was really common with these guys was they pursued God all out and 

they pursued God specifically in quiet and solitude. It looked different and unique for each of them. 

I’m not talking about when you hear quiet like I would think of quiet time—a few minutes in the 

morning or at night—where we’re working through some things.  Those are good things but I’m 

really talking about intentional, extended pursuit of God in quiet and in solitude.  Those that do 

those things well I think, have a chance to see and hear and experience God in a deeper way and 

step into the life that He’s intended for us all along. It strengthens us for the journey—for the 

journey ahead.  

 

Ecclesiastes says, “There is a time for everything under heaven. There’s a time to live and a time to 

die, a time to tear down and a time to build up, a time to weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn 

and a time to dance.”  And I think, if my dad was able to be with us today and standing here, he 
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would have added to that list, “A time to fish”.  He was a farmer in central Nebraska—one of the 

guys I was talking about—the greatest model of rhythm that I’ve ever, ever known. In the midst of 

the busyness and pace of farming—we had a fairly large operation of grain, corn and wheat, 

livestock—and so it was a year-around deal. But for me, the busiest time was the summer. We were 

fully irrigated and we didn’t have any of those wimpy pivots that we have today.  Man, it was 

laying out the pipe and ditches with tubes and it was all in! It was so busy! But he, in the midst of 

all that, had a chance to say there was great value to family and we never doubted it and he was able 

to keep things square as he went. In fact he had a deal for me when I was little that said: in the midst 

of summers, whenever it rained an inch or more, we’d get to go fishing. And I remember as a little 

guy, running out to that rain gauge on many occasions, hoping and praying—“Man, did it rain an 

inch?” And you know what? He was a man of his word.  When it rained an inch—and I remember 

one time, just at the inch line—he was getting ready and laying down the work but we headed out to 

fish. Tremendous memories!  And I will tell you, there’s not a thunderstorm that passes through 

today—all these years later—when my heart doesn’t skip a beat and I start thinking; I get excited, 

and I’m thinking, “What is my deal?” I kind of almost forget, it’s like, “Oh yeah, that’s it!” I mean, 

you see what he did, right? A powerful illustration of a man who knew when to work and had 

purposeful connections, loved the land, loved his work, but he also knew when to lay it down and 

allow us and him to have fun, to engage in the things that breathe life into him.  And many quiet 

walks around the farm, at the end of a day, where I’d see him talking, praying, processing the day. 

Many times he sought God in the quiet and solitude.  

 

It’s my belief and my hope that, as we do that: as we engage in purposeful connection to work and 

in a fun element to our life and, as we seek God all out in the quiet and solitude, that we’ll have the 

pace to our life, the resolve to reach in authentically to our neighbors, as Bryan was talking about 

earlier, and engage them because we love them. We’ll have the resolve to be able to do that and 

we’ll have the rhythm to the life that we all really seek for and hope for. I just encourage you to just 

take a moment before we go to the next thing and just process for a minute what God has done as 

you’ve seen the stories play out today and just connect with Him and just seek Him in this moment 

of solitude and quiet.  
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