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Okay, patterns are patterns because they’re patterns.  You probably want to write that down.  I 

would suggest to you, if you understood what I just said, it will save you a lot of heartache.  You 

better know this when you’re choosing a life mate.  You better know this when you’re hiring 

someone in your business.  You better know this when you think about who you are going to do 

business with.  To think someone will just change is foolish.  Patterns are patterns because they are 

patterns.  There’s a huge difference between giving the appearance of change and a clear pattern of 

change over time.  Typically it’s only the life-changing power of Jesus that brings true lasting 

change. 

 

All right, let’s apply that then to God.  One of the things we all struggle with, if we are to be honest, 

is we struggle with the issue of trust as it relates to God.  Now there are a variety of reasons for that 

but, at the end of the day, we all struggle with that.  Every time I give into temptation, it is a trust 

issue.  Every time I sin, it is a trust issue.  Every time I hesitate to surrender, it is a trust issue.  We 

all struggle to one degree or another.  When God calls us to trust Him, He’s not asking us to take a 

blind leap of faith.  Through the revelation of His Word He is saying, “I have thousands and 

thousands and thousands of years of a track record of faithfulness to my people.  I’m asking you to 

trust Me.”   

 

So think of it this way.  Think with me this morning: what is the thing this morning that’s heavy on 

your heart?  What is it that’s keeping you awake at night?  What’s causing fear?  What’s causing 

anxiety?  What is it that is just heavy on your heart?  What reason would you have for believing that 

God will not be faithful with whatever it is that troubles you this morning?  Do you really think you 

will be the first person in thousands of years to whom God will fail to keep His promise?  Well 

that’s what we want to talk about this morning.   

 

If you have a Bible, turn with us to Psalm 136.  This psalm is referred to as the Hallel Psalm; Hallel 

is the Hebrew for halleluiah, so it’s a great praise psalm.  Many would actually go so far as to say 

it’s the Great Hallel Psalm—in other words the great praise psalm.  Of the 150 Psalms, this is the 

great praise psalm so it’s really a wonderful psalm of praise for God—for who He is and what He 

has done.  One of the distinctions of this particular psalm is its repetition.  You have the phrase in 

there ...For His lovingkindness is everlasting.  Think of that as a chorus or think of it like an echo.  

Twenty-six times the exact same words are repeated.   

 

Sometimes when people are being critical of contemporary Christian music, they’ll talk about the 

level of repetition.  I’ve even known people that count.  “It repeated five times, six times...” and 

every time they say that, I always think in my mind, “Have you read Psalm 136?”  Twenty-six times 

in the psalm that’s considered to be the great celebration psalm!  Apparently God believes that 

repetition is a very appropriate way to worship.  There’s something about it that gets you dialed into 

what we’re actually saying and to think about it and to dwell on it.  I think that’s the purpose of 

repetition—it kind of gets it stuck in our head. One of the things I find interesting though is, when 

people often criticize the level of repetition in contemporary Christian music, they’re typically 

people that just don’t like contemporary music.  They love the great hymns of the faith so, in my 
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opinion, they are just kind of taking cheap shots at contemporary music and fail to realize that the 

great hymns of the faith were highly repetitive.  I mean, if you have five verses in a great hymn of 

the faith, you repeat the chorus five times:  verse, chorus, verse, chorus, verse, chorus, verse, 

chorus, verse, chorus.  That’s highly repetitive; it’s just done differently.  It’s not really a repetition 

thing; it’s a personal preference thing and I think it’s fine to have your own personal preference.  

We all do.  But when you start thinking everyone should share your preference, or worse, when you 

think your preference is somehow more spiritual or pleasing to God than somebody else’s 

preference, that’s when it’s a problem.  We’re a family; just like any family we have our 

preferences in music and it’s important that we learn to value the family as it is.  Certainly we can 

do that and I think, overall, we do a great job with that.   

 

The repetition in this psalm is such that I’m not going to repeat that echo every single time I go 

through.  Basically what I’m going to cover are the statements and then, a little bit later in the 

service, we’re going to go all the way through the psalm just as it would have been done with 

basically a worship leader reciting the statements and we as the congregation the echo, and we’ll do 

it that way all the way through the psalm.  The phrase...His lovingkindness is everlasting...is the 

translation of a very important Hebrew word—hesed—which is lovingkindness.  It carries the idea 

of God’s covenant love.  It’s really important.  It’s kind of like agape in the Greek for that highest 

form of love.  This would be a really important high covenant or, what we would understand, a 

marriage-love.  So the statement is basically saying that God loves us with a marriage-love, with a 

covenant-love and that love is not temporary.  That love goes on forever. 

 

One of the reasons why it’s so important to study what God has done in the past is because God 

never changes.  If God was fickle or if God was ever-changing, then it probably would be pointless.  

But if it’s really true that God loves us with the same love that He loved His people then, that this 

covenant-love actually is enduring forever—it’s everlasting—then it’s really important to 

understand how God loved His people in the past because that’s a clear pattern of how He will love 

us today.  

 

Now one of the big themes in this psalm is the idea of going back and rehearsing the past—in other 

words remembering God’s pattern from the past in order to give us strength in the present.  If going 

back to the past is to live in the past, there’s no value in that; but if, in going to the past to gain 

strength for the present, there’s great value in that.  One of the things I started noticing many years 

ago was how often God tells us to remember.  Have you ever noticed in both the Old and New 

Testament there’s a consistent message to remember and God does it lots of ways.  For example, 

think about the rainbow: go all the way back to Genesis where God says, “I did this so you’ll 

remember.”  Passover which is where a lot of people think this particular psalm was used; Passover 

is all about remembering.  It’s a reenactment of the story of redemption in order that you might 

remember.  When the children of Israel crossed the Jordan River, God told them, commanded them 

to build the monument in order that you might remember.  In the Old Testament there’s what’s 

called an Ebenezer and an Ebenezer was simply a marker, a memorial stone, so that you remember.  

Communion is intended that we remember the death, burial and resurrection of Christ.  Baptism is a 

memorial; it’s a reenactment of the death, burial and resurrection of Christ.  In essence it’s a 

retelling of the redemptive story.  You have this consistent theme.   

 

Why do you suppose God so emphasizes remembering?  Could it be because we possibly have a 

tendency to forget?  That was my conclusion.  We must be really prone to forget and when we 

forget, bad things happen.  So the psalm is intended to say, “Remember; remember in order that we 

might gain the strength we need to trust God today.”  So keep that in mind as we walk through these 

phrases.   
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Verse 1 kind of sets the tone for the psalm. 

 

Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; (*NASB, Psalm 136:1a) 

 

Give thanks, actually in the Hebrew is, “Confess thanks” —in other words to agree that there is 

that which is worthy of thanks.  To agree with God I have much to be thankful for—that God is 

indeed good.  God’s goodness flows out of His covenant-love for us.  God not only loves us forever 

but God is always good.  Now that doesn’t mean that life is always good.  It doesn’t mean that our 

circumstances are always good.  It doesn’t mean that life always makes sense.  Sometimes it’s very 

confusing; it’s very hard; it’s very painful, just like Amy was just talking about.  But that doesn’t 

mean God isn’t good. 

 

Part of the problem is we just simply don’t have the perspective that God has.  One of the ways of 

thinking about that came up several weeks ago. Mike and I were talking about children.  He was 

talking about Noah and early on Noah had a number of procedures and just how painful that is for a 

parent to have a child go through various medical procedures.  And we got to talking about those 

moments that most of us as parents have experienced, where your child has to have some kind of a 

procedure and they’re too young to really explain what’s going on.  And the worst case scenario is 

when you are the one holding them down on the table while some procedure is being done and they 

have terror in their eyes and they look at you and what’s in their eyes is this confusion saying, 

“You’re the one who is supposed to protect me; I don’t understand why you’re holding me down so 

they can torture me.”  That’s how it feels as a parent and something in your gut says, “This is 

horrible.”  But there’s simply no way to explain to that infant why I’m doing this.  “I know this is in 

your best interest; I know this is good and it’s necessary but I don’t expect you as an infant to 

understand that.”  And I find myself wondering, “How often does God feel that way?”  We just 

don’t understand why life has to be the way it is and God is saying, “You just don’t understand the 

bigger picture, that this is still flowing out of My goodness and you’re just going to have to trust 

Me.”  So the psalm is to celebrate that God is good and He’s always good because He’s always 

loving and kind.  He goes on to say, verse 2:   

 

Give thanks to the God of gods; verse 3:   

Give thanks to the Lord of lords,  

 

This is quite remarkable when you think about it.  This God who loves you with an everlasting love, 

there will never be a day where He will not love you.  This God who loves you with a covenant-

love is the God of gods and Lord of lords.  In other words He’s the ultimate; there’s no one that 

can trump God; there’s no one that can defeat God.  There’s no higher power.  The highest power in 

the universe is the One who loves you with a marriage-love and this One who so loves you is good 

and He’s always good.  Now that’s a mouthful!  Imagine if the God of gods and Lord of lords was 

not good?  What if He was evil?  Can you imagine the nightmare that would be?  What the psalmist 

is saying with just that alone, “There’s a lot to be thankful for and to celebrate.”  Starting in verse 4 

to verse 9 is a celebration of the God of creation: 

 

To Him who alone does great wonders... (verse 5):   

To Him who made the heavens with skill... 

To Him who spread out the earth above the waters... (verse 7):   

To Him who made the great lights... 

The sun to rule by day... 

The moon and stars to rule by night...  (Vs. 4-9) 
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This is very Genesis 1 language.  Most of that is fairly straightforward.  I do want to highlight just 

the  metaphor in verse 6 because I think it’s a really neat metaphor.  Basically the idea in verse 6, 

To Him who spread out the earth on the waters...is it’s a Hebrew word that would have been 

used to describe the laying out of the canvas of a tent or the laying out of a curtain.  Now imagine 

that something heavy like a canvas, when you lay it out it has the peaks and the valleys; it kind of 

looks like the face of the earth.  So it’s just an imagery of taking that canvas and laying it on the 

water and that becomes the ground on top of the water.  It’s really not science; it’s just a metaphor, 

a picture of God as the Creator God.  Basically the psalmist is talking about God as the Creator God 

and he is capturing the language from Genesis, Chapter one. 

 

Now over the years—actually for two thousand years—there’s been a lot of discussion and 

confusion and difference of opinions on this whole idea of God as the Creator and how do you 

rightly interpret Genesis 1?  I want to just offer a few suggestions that you may find helpful in 

trying to sort some of this out.  One of the things we need to understand is there should never be 

conflict between God’s revelation and science.  If God is the author of science, creation, and God is 

the author of revelation, we should go in with a presupposition that these things fit together; it’s 

coming from the same author.  There’s kind of this agenda that’s thrown out these days that 

somehow science and faith or science and revelation are in conflict.  That just simply isn’t true.  

Many of the world’s greatest scientists throughout history have been Bible-believing Christians.  

There’s no conflict there.  But I do think sometimes we have a tendency to kind of lock into certain 

positions and we get kind of arrogant and we get kind of rigid.  I have been guilty of that myself; 

there’s no question about that.  I think theologians stand to get very locked in and arrogant but I 

think scientists tend to get locked in and arrogant and we both need to realize this probably isn’t 

always as clear as we make it out to be.  So I think the best way to understand this is: there are 

certain biblical truths that in my mind are non-negotiable.  They’re just very clear statements of 

truth.  There are other things where there is room for differences of opinion and more discussion.  

So let me give you an example of a few of what I would consider as non-negotiable in this whole 

world of creation.  First of all the Bible is very clear in both the Old and the New Testament that 

God is the Creator.  Why is there something rather than nothing?  Because “...in the beginning, 

God.”  Something didn’t come from nothing; it came from God.  God is the only thing that’s eternal 

and out of God everything else has existed.  So God is the originator; He is the Creator. 

 

Now years ago, when the Big Bang Theory came out, a lot of fundamentalists felt like that was 

meant to replace the theology of Genesis 1 and that was a real battle ground.  As more science has 

come in over the years, actually the credibility of that theory has continued to become greater and 

greater.  I don’t find it inconsistent with Genesis 1 at all.  Basically science would say there’s lots of 

evidence that there was kind of a starting point and everything banged out of that.  But we would 

say, “In order for there to be a big bang, there has to be a big banger!” (laughter) ...and that’s very 

consistent with Genesis 1 and I don’t find any problem with that at all.  When we lock in and we 

won’t continue to learn and grow, we just appear to be ignorant.  We just seem like we’re driven 

more by fear than we are by a true understanding that the God of the Bible and the God of science 

are one and the same—let’s work that out.  So I think we have to start:  That’s a non-negotiable: 

God is eternal and God created. 

 

I think also we would say that the Bible is very clear that what exists today has not just been some 

result of random chance.  The Bible is very clear that God’s thumbprint is on it.  That’s what the 

psalm says; it was with God’s skill; it’s with God’s thumbprint.  It reflects God’s glory; it reflects 

God’s creativity; it reflects God’s character.  So this isn’t just some random thing happening.  God 

is saying, “This is My revelation.”  As a matter of fact this particular psalm says, “This is My gift to 

you.”  So we would even go so far as to say the Bible teaches God is the sustainer.  He didn’t start it 
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and then disappear.  God is, even to this day, somehow intervening and sustaining and part of good 

creation.  So God is the creator; God is the sustainer.  It’s part of God’s revelation of Himself to us. 

 

But exactly, “How does that work?” is where I think there is room for differences of opinion.  For 

example my position would be, “I do think Genesis, Chapter 1, is six literal, twenty-four hour days 

and that’s how God created,” and there are scientists that would say they agree fully with that.  But 

there are other very godly theologians that disagree with that interpretation. They would say it’s 

more figurative or poetic and that there is more time involved there and there are world-class 

scientists that would agree with that.  I think that’s a place where we can have good, meaningful, 

rigorous discussion.  I think the mechanism isn’t as clear as people make it out to be.  There are 

scientists who disagree and there are theologians who disagree.  It’s a little bit like eschatology.  We 

need to take note of that and, if you think that’s a compromise to kind of the way of the world, this 

debate has raged for two thousand years.  Go all the way back to Augustine—this debate was on the 

table.  This is nothing new.  It’s just good to understand: this is the best way to continue to process 

and make sense. 

 

What I think is interesting is that the point of this particular psalm is saying that God’s creation 

flows out of His marriage-love commitment to us.  In other words it is God’s good gift to us.  Now 

that’s a very interesting way to think of creation.  In our particular household we’re big on making 

gifts for one another.  As a matter of fact, if you visit our house, almost everything in our house is 

homemade.  That’s just kind of our family; that’s how we tend to do things.  For me personally, I 

find it much more meaningful if I spend several months making something that’s an expression of 

kind of my heart and my love and giving it as a gift rather than just showing up at Wal-Mart, pulling 

something off the shelf.  So, to me, that’s more meaningful.  That’s my way of saying this comes 

from deep within my heart and is an expression of how much I love you.  In essence that’s what the 

psalm is saying.  That is what creation is:  It’s God’s gift to us.  It’s His love gift saying, “This is 

My expression of love; this is a homemade gift for you.”  Now think about how that changes how 

you look at the majesty of a mountain or the beauty of an ocean or all the complexities of science.  

All of that is God’s way of saying, “This is My beauty; this is My creativity; this is My power; this 

is My gift to you.  And that’s the value of the repetition inserting in each of these lines from 

Genesis; it’s flowing out of My love for you: His lovingkindness is everlasting.  Starting in verse 

10, the psalmist moves to rehearsing the redemptive story of the Hebrew people—from Egypt on 

into the Land of Promise.  Verse 10: 

 

To Him who smote the Egyptians in their first-born... 

And brought Israel out from their midst... 

With a strong hand and an outstretched arm... 

To Him who divided the Red Sea asunder... 

And made Israel pass through the midst of it... 

But He overthrew Pharaoh and his army in the Red Sea... 

To Him who led His people through the wilderness... 

To Him who smote great kings... 

And slew mighty kings... 

Sihon, king of the Amorites... 

And Og, king of Bashan... 

And gave their land as a heritage... 

Even a heritage to Israel His servant... (Vs. 10-22) 
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Basically that’s rehearsing the story of the deliverance from bondage in Egypt into the Land of 

Promise.  Now most of that is familiar territory and I’m not going to go back through all of that.  

But I do think it’s worth noting, and again this is where the repetition is helpful, that when he makes 

statements such as judging Pharaoh and judging the Egyptians and God’s deliverance, it’s laced 

with these comments that it’s a reflection of God’s covenant love.  It’s really important to 

understand it that way.  We live in a culture that wants to embrace God as a God of love, but can’t 

quite get to the point where we believe God is a God of judgment.  I would suggest to you that’s 

fantasyland.  You can’t have it that way.  If God is a God of love, He must also be a God of 

judgment and wrath.  That’s necessary.   

 

Think if it this way:  Let’s imagine that someone is doing harm to one of my daughters and I am an 

eye witness to what is transpiring.  Because I deeply love them, how am I going to react to what is 

happening?  Is there any possible way that, out of my love, I would sit passively by and be 

indifferent and apathetical to what’s transpiring?  Absolutely not!  I guarantee you one hundred 

percent, I would move into action.  My love for them is what would compel me to, in essence, cast 

judgment on those who are seeking to do evil to someone I dearly love.  Indifference and apathy 

flow out of hate.  Even if that was a stranger on the street, I could not stand by and passively watch 

that.  The only thing that could motivate that level of indifference is hate—if I just so hated that 

person I was willing to not care.  If God is a God of hatred, He could be a God of indifference.  But 

He’s not; He’s a God of love.  It’s an everlasting love.  It’s a covenant love.  If that’s true, there 

must indeed be judgment on evil that seeks to destroy that which God loves. 

 

When we celebrate God’s deliverance of the Hebrew people from bondage, that must, by definition, 

include God’s judgment.  There are many people today that are crying out for justice in the world, 

and rightly so; we’re on that page.  But if you’re asking for justice, you’re asking for judgment.  

There’s no other way to do that.  If you’re praying for justice in the world, what you’re praying for 

is judgment on those seeking to destroy those whom God loves.  It’s really important to understand 

that is two sides of the same coin.  Throughout history God has a clear pattern of loving His people 

and judging those who seek to destroy them.  The Bible is very clear that, at the end of the day, 

there are two roads—those who acknowledge God as God and surrender to Him through Christ and 

those who choose not to.  If that has been God’s pattern for thousands and thousands of years, I see 

no evidence to believe that would not be His pattern into eternity.   

 

Patterns are patterns because they are patterns—and that’s a part of what we understand as we 

rehearse our redemptive story.  Starting in verse 23 to the end of the psalm is really what we would 

call the first readers—it’s very generic.  Whoever it is that was reading this psalm, they would be 

the people in verses 23 to the end.   So it’s us—it’s for whoever reads the psalm. 

 

Who remembered us in our low estate,  

For His lovingkindness is everlasting, 

And has rescued us from our adversaries,  

For His lovingkindness is everlasting; 

Who gives food to all flesh,  

For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 

Give thanks to the God of heaven,  

For His lovingkindness is everlasting.  (Vs. 23-26) 
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The last section is saying, “Okay, let’s think about this.”  The God who loves us with a marriage- 

love and loves us as much today as He has ever loved His people, is a God who is always good, 

who is the God of gods and Lord of lords, the God who is the author of all creation—so big, so 

powerful, that He gave us this magnificent love gift.  So remind me today, “What is it that you are 

going through that is just too big for this God?”  Tell me again, “What reason would you have to 

believe that God cannot be trusted in whatever it is you are facing this morning?”  And then we 

rehearse the redemptive story.  Even though, when you go back and read the story, you find over 

and over again God’s people were rebellious; they were sinful and they offended God in untold 

ways.  There were ups and downs and peaks and valleys.  When you see the whole story, what you 

get is this unbelievable story of God’s consistent, faithful love to His people.  If God has a track 

record of thousands and thousands and thousands of years of faithfulness to His people, remind me 

again this morning, “What is the evidence on the table that would lead you to conclude you would 

be the first person in all recorded history that God will not keep His promise to?”   

 

Patterns are patterns because they are patterns.  And God has established a very clear pattern and, 

on the basis of that says, “Trust Me.”  One of our problems is that we tend to forget and so God has 

to remind us over and over of the importance of remembering, of rehearsing our own story, our own 

redemptive story of God’s faithfulness to us, because our tendency is to not do that.  Think of it this 

way:  If ninety percent of your marriage is positive and ten percent is frustrating, we tend to live in 

the ten percent.  That’s what we think about; that’s what we dwell on and pretty soon we start 

thinking our whole marriage is a disaster and it actually contributes to the demise of the marriage.  

Let’s imagine that ten percent of your job is frustrating; ninety percent is pretty good.  We dwell on 

the ten percent.  That’s all we think about; that’s all we talk about and pretty soon we have 

convinced ourselves that the whole thing stinks!  If you get ten compliments and one criticism, you 

will spend all night sleepless, thinking about the one criticism.  That’s just the way we’re wired up.  

You’d have to say that is our tendency; that’s our pattern. 

 

A part of what the psalm is reminding us is we have to choose to live outside of that pattern, to view 

life differently.  One of the things that came with noticing years ago how often God tells us to 

remember, is understanding there must be a reason. I must be more disciplined to live outside of the 

ten percent and to actually be disciplined to reflect on God’s goodness on a regular basis and see 

that and celebrate it, because that’s the way I want to live life.  It’s really important to go back and 

rehearse on a regular basis all the ways in which God has been good to you.  I find whenever I do 

that, the list goes on and on and on and on.  I don’t think I could exhaust the list because I start to 

see there are so many ways that God has been good to me I don’t want to get stuck in the ten 

percent and think that defines life. 

 

Most of you this morning got up, got in your car, drove to church, and walked in the building.  In 

this hour maybe there’s not an exception to that.  Thursday I briefly met with a friend who used to 

be part of our body and since has moved south.  His name is Jason.  Jason would love to do that one 

time.  He never will.  Jason’s been confined to a wheelchair from the day he was born.  He will 

never take one step.  What it takes for him to get ready in the morning and get here is an 

unbelievable drama.  Yet when I saw him Thursday I asked him, “Jason, how is your health?”  He 

said, “My health is great!”  An unbelievable perspective!  Jason always radiates the joy of Christ in 

the midst of significant health issues and it reminds me I take so much for granted every day.  Can 

you imagine Jason sitting in the hallway watching you walk down the hall, wondering, “What 

would that be like just one time?” 
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For over twenty years my dad wondered what would it be like to have one day without excruciating 

pain?  What would it be like just one time to take a walk with my wife?  What would it be like to 

just one time to throw a ball to my son?  What would it be like to just one time to actually see my 

son?  Things he never got to do; things we take for granted every day. 

 

This weekend Patty and I celebrate thirty years of marriage.  I am more excited and more 

passionately in love with this woman than I was thirty years ago.  I don’t want to take that for 

granted.  How many people sitting out here this morning will never know that?  But that’s a 

reflection of God’s goodness to me.  I don’t want to miss that. 

 

Even if for you financially, life is hard and you’re barely getting by and you’re barely keeping the 

bills paid, do you realize that still, at that level, you live better than almost every person who has 

ever existed on planet earth—including the pharaohs and the kings?  What we take for granted 

every day was unimaginable to most people who have ever lived and unimaginable to many people 

who live today.  It’s just that the bar in this country is so unbelievably high that it turns us into 

whiners and complainers.  Even if one hundred percent of your life stinks, you’re saying, “Hey, 

forget the ten percent; this is one hundred percent washout—total disaster!”  The reality is, God has 

given you a gift of His grace made possible through the death of His Son, to offer you a life in the 

future that is so unbelievably magnificent I couldn’t possibly explain it to you and it is yours, 

promised as a gift of His grace.  Even if one hundred percent of your life stinks, God has been 

unbelievably good and gracious to you.  My prayer with this psalm is that it would cause us to 

spend more time remembering, reflecting.  Get out of the ten percent; life is too short to live that 

way.  And begin rehearsing God’s goodness to you and things everyday you take for granted that 

are actually a reflection of God’s graciousness and His goodness to you.   

 

Now one of the ways to do that is through baptism.  In the summer it’s a good time to remind 

ourselves of the importance of baptism, because our service is coming up on September 11—that’s 

a Sunday night.  Over the years we’ve found that service to be life-changing for so many people.  If 

you have trusted Christ to save you but you’ve never been baptized, that is, in essence, the 

rehearsing of your redemptive story.  It is a reenactment of the death, burial and resurrection of 

Christ and it is a public way of rehearsing that this is what God has done for you.  Whether you 

trusted Christ as Savior forty years ago or three days ago, if you’ve never been baptized as a 

believer, that is a very important step of obedience.  There’s a class coming up in August that’s a 

Saturday morning. If you don’t quite understand this, the class would really help clear some of 

those things up.  But you don’t have to take the class if you understand it and you say, “I want to be 

baptized.”  All you have to do is call the church office and say, “I’m in; put me on the list,” and they 

will take it from there.  It’s really important, if you’ve never taken that step of obedience, that you 

would consider that. 

 

God has been unbelievably good to us.  I trust that we will see that in so many ways.  What we’re 

going to do is this:  I’m going to close with prayer and then I’m going to invite us to stand and 

Shawn is going to lead us through the psalm.  He’s going to make the statements; we’re going to be 

the congregation.  We’re going to be the echo back and continually repeat that phrase...For His 

lovingkindness is everlasting.  But what I want you to do as we do that, is to think about how that 

fits with the statements that were just made.  In other words, each one of those statements is a 

reflection of God’s love for us and that’s the way the psalmist intended that we think all the way 

through the psalm.  So let me pray and then we will go through the psalm. 
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Our Father, we are thankful this morning that You are a God of love, that Your 

lovingkindness is everlasting.  Lord, You’re not going to change Your mind tomorrow. 

Lord, we’re thankful for Your goodness, how Your goodness is demonstrated in our  

lives in so many ways.  Lord, I’d be the first one to admit it’s really easy for me to  

live in the ten percent, but I don’t want to live that way.  I want to have eyes that see  

Your goodness, that reflect on all the ways that You have been good to me, to live in 

celebration of Your goodness and Your grace, longing for that day when Your goodness  

is ultimately fulfilled in the world to come.  Lord, we just thank You and pray, even as we go 

through this psalm one more time, we will be reminded that Your lovingkindness is 

everlasting.  In Jesus’ name, Amen 

 

 

Psalm 136 

 

Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good,  

For His lovingkindness is everlasting.   

Give thanks to the God of gods,  

For His lovingkindness is everlasting.   

Give thanks to the Lord of lords,  

For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 

To Him who alone does great wonders,  

For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 

To Him who made the heavens with skill,  

For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 

To Him who spread out the earth above the waters,  

For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 

To Him who made the great lights,  

For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 

The sun to rule by day,  

For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 

The moon and stars to rule by night,  

For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 

To Him who smote the Egyptians in their first born,  

For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 

And brought Israel out from their midst,  

For His lovingkindness is everlasting.   

With a strong hand and an outstretched arm,  

For His lovingkindness is everlasting.   

To Him who divided the Red Sea asunder,  

For His lovingkindness is everlasting.   

And made Israel pass through the midst of it,  

For His lovingkindness is everlasting.   

But He overthrew Pharaoh and his army in the Red Sea,  

For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 

To Him who led His people through the wilderness,  

For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 

To Him who smote great kings,  

For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 

And slew mighty kings,  

For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 
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Sihon, king of the Amorites,  

For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 

And Og, king of Bashan,  

For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 

And gave their land as a heritage,  

For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 

Even a heritage to Israel His servant,  

For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 

Who remembered us in our low estate,  

For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 

And has rescued us from our adversaries,  

For His lovingkindness is everlasting.   

Who gives food to all flesh,  

For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 

Give thanks to the God of heaven,  

For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 
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