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Well, this is summer and summers are all about vacations.  So I’d invite you to imagine this 

morning your most memorable vacation when you were a child.  Maybe you went to Disney World; 

maybe you went to the mountains; maybe you went to the ocean, the Grand Canyon.  What was the 

most memorable vacation you took as a child?  For me, my most memorable vacation moment as a 

child was: we grew up at 24
th

 and B here in Lincoln and we traveled all the way to 50
th

 and Sumner. 

(laughter)  Now that may not seem like much, but to us it was a huge deal!  I grew up in my home 

where my dad was confined to a bed; I don’t ever remember him out of a bed.  He was totally blind, 

suffered with intense pain twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week, for over twenty years.  Our 

life virtually revolved as a family around one room of the house.  We watched TV there; we 

celebrated Christmas there; we ate dinner there; we didn’t take vacations; we didn’t go out to eat; 

our family life literally was one room of the house.  But somewhere along the way somebody came 

up with the idea: what if they just took my dad’s bed and, with him in it, set it in a van and traveled 

from 24
th

 and B to 50
th

 and Sumner where my grandparents lived.  It would have been my dad’s 

parents.  Now understand that my mom was my dad’s caregiver 24/7, all twenty years, so that 

obviously occupied a great deal of her time. But for those two weeks in the summer my 

grandparents would serve as the caregivers and every day we would go fishing; we would go 

swimming; we would go to the zoo—really quite a remarkable thing for us given our circumstances.  

I have the most wonderful, fond memories of that vacation.  But it’s all about perspective isn’t it?  

Given our circumstances, we had certain expectations. We never would have imagined Disney 

World.  If we were thinking Disney World, this would have been a dramatic disappointment but, for 

us, this was a pretty big deal. But you know life’s kind of like that, isn’t it?  It comes down to 

perspectives and assumptions and circumstances and, in many ways that defines your experience in 

life.   

 

Take for example us, here in the United States.  It’s good for us to remember on this July 4
th

 

weekend that we actually live better than any people have in the history of the world.  We have a lot 

to be thankful for but here’s one of the problems.  We actually live in an environment in which we 

are so blessed that it’s possible for people to entertain the possibility of creating heaven on earth.  

You realize very few people in the history of the world would have even entertained such a 

ridiculous notion, but I would suggest to you that many people in our culture do.  As a matter of fact 

it shows up in our culture in many different ways.  For example there’s a country western singer 

named Kenny Chesney.  He has a song that goes, ―Everybody wants to go to heaven; just nobody 

wants to go now.‖  There are so many ways that song offends me that I have to turn it off.  I can’t 

even take just putting up with it.  In the song his definition of life is drinking beer and chasing girls.  

He’s very clear he doesn’t want to go to the other place but he also doesn’t want to go to heaven 

now.  What’s implied in the song is that drinking beer and chasing girls is so good that whatever 

heaven is, it’s bound to be less than that. 

 

I would say a lot of people in our world—even Christians— entertain something similar.  When 

they think about the world to come, it doesn’t really excite them.  I remember, growing up as a 

child, hearing that heaven was going to be the place where we’d worship God forever and, in my 

mind, that was a never ending worship service. And I thought it’s better than the other place, but 
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just barely. (laughter) And I think because we have faulty views of the world to come, even a lot of 

Christians convince themselves that if I’m really going to experience life, I’m going to have to do it 

now.  I mean we kind of create heaven on earth and we convince ourselves that somehow that’s 

what God promised.  If you get it into your head that this world is supposed to be heaven, you are 

setting yourself up for unbelievable disappointment and disillusionment and heartache and pain.  

One of the things that Jesus promised was that we would know peace in this world.  But I would 

suggest to you that you will never know peace in this world until you really understand the 

difference between now and then.  That’s what we want to talk about this morning. 

 

If you have a Bible, turn with us to Psalm125—another one of the Songs of Ascents.  No one really 

knows who wrote Psalm 125 nor do we know the background although, in this particular psalm, 

most scholars are convinced that it’s after the exile—so after the seventy years in Babylonian 

captivity.  A lot of scholars believe that it was written during the time of Nehemiah and Esther and 

that would make a good backdrop for this psalm. It opens with the words:  

 

Those who trust in the Lord... (*NASB, Psalm 125:1a)  
 

...and then the writer presents two metaphors or two pictures to help us understand that.   I don’t 

want to skip by the opening line too quickly.  I would suggest to you that, with each passing year in 

our culture, we are watering down the concept of trust more and more and we do well to kind of 

back up and think, ―What does it actually mean to trust the Lord?‖  I would say the New Testament 

equivalent is the word, believe. To trust is to believe and to believe is to trust.  It’s far more than just 

some sort of intellectual assent.  There are many people who would give intellectual assent to the 

facts of Christmas and Easter and a lot of religious information but to trust goes beyond that to the 

point that we actually live that way on a daily basis.   

 

Over the years I’ve concluded that everybody, at the end of the day, lives their belief system and I 

think most people have both a formal and an informal belief system.  Our formal belief system is 

what we say we believe.  It’s what we would write down on a piece of paper; it’s what we would 

affirm.  But most people also have an informal belief system which is really how they live their 

lives.   At the end of the day, that’s what we really believe. It has to do with what we do with our 

time, what we do with our talents, what we do with our treasures.  What we do with our lives on a 

daily basis reflects what we truly believe.  I’ve also concluded over the years that, as Christians, by 

and large many of us don’t really believe what we say we believe.  We just don’t.  Our lifestyles 

give us away; our emotions give us away; how we live our lives on a daily basis gives us away.  

What does it mean to trust the Lord?  It means to believe that God tells the truth.  That’s one of the 

best ways to process the Bible—the statements and the promises.  Do I believe that God tells the 

truth and what would it mean for me to really believe this? That kind of goes to the heartbeat of 

what it means to trust in the Lord.   

 

Now there may be a variety of reasons why we struggle with trust.  It may be that you just lack 

necessary information.  You know in the preaching model we talk about: you have to understand it 

to believe it and you have to believe it to live it.    So maybe you just need more information; you 

need more understanding.  But I think for a lot of people it’s something other than that. You have 

enough information.  Could it be that, for you, trust is very risky business and it’s very risky 

because when you think back over your life, there were significant people in your life that were 

supposed to love you, that were supposed to care for you, that were supposed to protect you, and 

they used you; they abused you; they wounded you; they betrayed you; they walked out on you. It 

could be a parent; it could be a spouse, could be a friend, could be a sibling, could be a coach, could 
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be a teacher, but significant people in your life that deeply, deeply wounded you.  And you began to 

question whether or not you wanted to trust again.  Sometimes what happens is that you begin to get 

in a spiral that becomes a very destructive spiral because all of a sudden you start questioning 

everybody.  You start questioning everybody’s motives; you start questioning everything that 

everybody says and you start to convince yourself, ―I can’t trust anyone,‖ and it just becomes this 

spiral and everything seems to lead to defeat.  There is no way to get caught in that spiral and turn 

right around and say, ―But I trust God‖.  God would be like the ultimate risk.  If God lets you down, 

you’ve got nothing left.  One of the things you have to do is begin to process through the significant 

people in my life who have hurt me, who have wounded me, who have walked away from me, and 

start to separate out our understanding: that’s not God!  One of the best ways to do that is: you 

simply read through the Scriptures and ask the question, ―Do I believe God tells the truth?‖ and on 

certain promises, on certain statements, if you find a check in your spirit, you need to back up and 

ask, ―Why do I question this?  Why is it hard for me? What happened in my life that’s causing me 

to think maybe God can’t be trusted in this area?‖   It’s very risky business to trust, especially if 

you’ve trusted and been wounded and betrayed in the past.   Why is it important to trust?  Well the 

psalmist tells us.   

 

Those who trust in the Lord 

Are as Mount Zion, which cannot be moved, but abides forever.  (Vs. 1) 

 

 

This carries the idea of stability.  When you read through the psalms, you find this is a very 

common imagery—that mountains are used to project an image of stability.  Now there are very few 

metaphors from the ancient world that ring as true to us in the modern world, but this is one of those 

that does.  It’s hard to imagine anything more strong and stable than a mountain. No matter the 

flood waters, no matter the tornadoes, no matter the hurricanes, no matter the earthquakes, no matter 

the wars, that mountain creates this picture of stability. And again, remembering these are the Songs 

of Ascents, these people—thousands and hundreds of thousands strong—are coming from all over 

the nation and they are ascending up Mount Zion.  So, as they are ascending the mountain, and 

Zion’s there and Jerusalem is there and all of these other mountains are there, there’s just this 

picture of: That’s strong; that’s stable; this is going to last.  But I think there’s more to it than that, 

when he says...cannot be moved, but abides forever.  This Hebrew word that is translated abides 

is a word that means to be populated, to be settled.  In other words, what makes Mount Zion, Mount 

Zion is Jerusalem and what makes Jerusalem, Jerusalem is the presence of God.  Mark reminded us 

of that two weeks ago.  This wasn’t just a mountain; this was a mountain that was very significant 

to them. So they are going up to the mountain and there are thousands, hundreds of thousands of 

people with them and Jerusalem will be packed with the people of God.  And there’s a sense in 

which this isn’t just a mountain; this is God’s mountain and we are God’s people and, as the 

mountain is stable, we will be stable.  We will always be God’s people. It’s kind of the heartbeat of 

Verse 1.  Verse 2: 

 

As the mountains surrounds Jerusalem,  

So the Lord surrounds His people  

From this time forth and forever.   

 

When you look at Jerusalem, Jerusalem is surrounded by other mountains.  It wasn’t just Mount 

Zion.  As a matter of fact Zion wasn’t even the tallest peak.  There were other peaks that were taller 

and that created this city that was very difficult to attack.  So this carries the idea of security.  It was 

very hard to get to Jerusalem because you had to come through this mountain range and so it was 
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very difficult to access.  That was their protection.  And so as they are going up the mountain, 

they’re saying, ―You know, as the mountains protect Jerusalem, that’s a picture of how God 

surrounds us and protects us.‖   

 

Now one of the attributes of God—sometimes we call them the perfections of God—is what we call 

God’s omnipresence.  Now while that  sounds like a big theological word, it’s very practical 

because the doctrine or the attribute of God’s omnipresence means that God can surround me 

everywhere I go and He can surround you everywhere you go and He can surround every believer 

everywhere they go.  The doctrine is basically that God is everywhere present all the time.  So it’s 

this magnificent attribute of God that means God can surround me like the mountains and protect 

me and take care of me.  So the psalmist is saying that if you trust in the Lord, you will have this 

stability; you will have this security. But about this point some of you are thinking, ―Yeah, but, you 

know, how do you explain this:  If God surrounds me and God protects me, what about this?‖  It’s a 

very legitimate question.  It’s really important to understand what the psalmist is saying and what 

he’s not saying.  And that will be clearer as we move on in the psalm.  There’s nowhere in the Bible 

where God ever promises to the believer, ―This will be heaven on earth, that if you trust me as 

Savior I will protect you with my presence and nothing bad will ever happen to you.‖  There’s 

nowhere where God promises that.   

 

We talked about this last fall in the book of James, that we understand—I’ll make it personal. I fully 

believe that God surrounds me with His presence.  I believe that He will keep His promise never to 

leave me or forsake me.  I believe God loves me; I believe God desires the best for me; I believe 

God has the sovereign power to deal with anything that comes my way.  So how do you explain 

when a Christian experiences tragedy, when a Christian experiences the unexplainable?  It is true; 

bad things do happen to good people and really bad things happen to the people of God.  What I 

must understand, and this is what we talked about last fall, is I believe with all my heart that it’s not 

because God isn’t there; it’s not because God wasn’t around and he got caught off guard.  It isn’t 

because somehow God left me or forsake me; it isn’t because God doesn’t love me; it isn’t because 

God lacks the power to protect me.  For reasons we will probably never understand God, in His 

sovereignty, allows things to come through His grid that ultimately break our hearts—believing that 

for some reason God believes that is necessary, in order to create in me what I need to fulfill my 

calling.  I don’t have to like it; I’m certainly not going to celebrate it but I don’t believe it’s just 

some sort of accident.  I do believe that it always comes through God’s protection; it comes through 

God’s love; it comes through God’s power and, for reasons that I will never understand, God has 

allowed certain tragedies, certain circumstances in our lives that will break our hearts.  If I believe 

that is true, I can at least accept it.   

 

Jesus was very clear that this world is not heaven on earth.  If you’re thinking that is what salvation 

means, you are going to be greatly disappointed.  Jesus said in this world there is going to be 

heartache; there are going to be trials; there are going to be tribulations and there is going to be 

stuff.  He was very clear.  This world is going to be very, very hard but it’s important to understand 

this isn’t the world God wanted. This isn’t what He wanted for us.  If you want to know what God 

wanted for us, read Genesis 1 and 2—that’s the world God wanted.  We chose the way of sin and 

sin brings chaos, which leaves us with the world we have that has the possibility of tragedy and 

heartache and trials and struggles.  But God so wants for us to experience the world as He intended 

it that He was willing to give up His own Son, to give up His own life, to shed His own blood on a 

cross that we, by faith, may have the paradise He’s always wanted for us.  But that isn’t now.  It’s 

then.  And it’s very important we understand the difference between now and then. The psalmist 

understood that clearly.  Look at Verse 3: 
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For the scepter of wickedness shall not rest upon the land of the righteous; 

 

The scepter is a Hebrew word that means the rod that carries the meaning of a punishing rod.  In 

other words, during the writing of this psalm, the nation was occupied by a wicked, foreign, 

punishing king.  The Hebrew people did not possess their own land.  They had been conquered; 

they had been taken over and there was a wicked, punishing, conquering king that made their lives 

miserable.  The key is in the word ...rest.  What the psalmist is saying is: surely this wicked nation 

will not ultimately dwell in the land.  Whatever this is, this is a moment; this is halftime.  Right now 

we are down twenty points at halftime but the psalmist is saying that: I know, without a shadow of a 

doubt, that when the game is over, our team wins.   

 

The psalmist had to have looked at those circumstances and wrestled with the temptation to believe 

that there is no way that God is going to keep His promise.  There is a long list of promises yet 

unfulfilled to the Hebrew people.  They were promised that through the seed of Abraham all the 

nations of the world would be blessed.  They were promised certain things with the land; they were 

promised that the Messiah would come through them and, at this point in their history, it must have 

looked like, from a human standpoint, there is no way those promises are going to come true.  Yet 

what the psalmist is saying is, ―We trust in the Lord‖.  We believe he tells the truth and even though 

it looks like there is no way God’s going to keep His promises, we believe He tells the truth.  And 

that’s where they found their stability and that’s where they found their security.  Everything that 

the psalmist said in Verses 1 and 2 was said through the eyes of faith, because the circumstances 

they were living in were certainly contrary to what he believed ultimately God would do.   

 

It’s interesting when we wrestle with these concepts. Look at verses 1 and 2—don’t miss the fact 

that both verses end with the word...forever.  The psalmist, in essence in Verse 3, is saying, ―Right 

now, this is what’s going on,‖ but what he’s claiming in verse 2 is: when the story’s over, when it’s 

all said and done, ultimately God wins—that this will be true forever.  Even though it doesn’t much 

seem like it today, what he is saying is that there is a dramatic difference between now and then.   

 

Now one of the ways that I think we kind of get stuck on this particular thought is how we talk 

about our salvation.  Most of the time, when we talk about salvation, we use the past tense.  ―I was 

saved‖; ―I was saved when I was 10 years old‖; ―I was saved three years ago‖.   When you listen to 

yourself talk—almost all of us do it—it’s almost always in past tense language and I think it flows 

out of this kind of conversion model of salvation that: ―I got my ticket to heaven; that happened 

when I was ten years old and I’m just waiting it out.‖  But if we understand a more biblical concept 

of salvation, you start to realize that in the New Testament it is past, present and future.   I have 

been saved from my sins; I am being saved from this world and one day will be saved to the 

ultimate fulfillment of my salvation.  If this world was meant to be heaven on earth, what do I need 

to be saved from presently?  Just simply looking at the present tense verb of salvation tells me that 

every day I need to be saved from something.  This world is hard; this is a war; this is a battle; this 

is a struggle.  I need the power and presence of God to save me today from the stuff of this world.  

While in our vocabulary, the majority of the time we use the past tense of salvation, it’s worth 

noting that in the New Testament, by an overwhelming margin, the majority of times it uses the 

future tense.   There is this driving message through the New Testament that this world is hard but 

there is a hope that there is a world to come that is everything that you have longed for.   It will be 

the complete perfect fulfillment of every promise God has made and that was kind of the driving 

passion, the driving belief for these Christians that lived out their Christian life in a very difficult 

environment.  The second part of Verse 3 is: 
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 That the righteous may not put forth their hands to do wrong.  

 

It’s a very interesting statement.  In essence what he is saying is that: those who trust in the Lord 

and find their stability and find their security in believing that God tells the truth are going to 

continue to travel God’s path—believing that, at the end of the day, God’s team wins.  When you 

begin to entertain the idea that this is supposed to be heaven on earth, then this is what I signed up 

for, that God is going to kind of smooth out my path and He is going to make sure nothing bad 

happens to me, everything is supposed to be nice—I mean, that was the deal!  Then when we begin 

to experience hard times, when we begin to experience tragedy, when unexplainable very bad things 

happen, we cry, ―Foul! Foul! God’s ripping us off; that wasn’t the deal.‖  And we start to get angry 

and we start to entertain despair and disappointment and, when we start getting in that frame of 

mind, we make very bad choices.  And usually those choices just compound our problems and we 

just start spiraling down and somehow we convince ourselves, ―It’s God’s fault; He’s the one who 

blew it.‖    

 

The only way we are going to make good choices, when life is really hard, is if we understand the 

difference between now and then and understand that even though life is really hard and confusing 

right now, I do believe that God tells the truth.  And this is going to be my stability and this is going 

to be my security and I’m going to stay on the path because I believe, at the end of the day, God’s 

team wins.  The psalm ends with a simple prayer.  Verse 4: 

 

Do good, O Lord, to those who are good... 

 

It doesn’t say to those who do good; it says to those who are good—kind of New Testament 

language to those who have been made right through the grace and mercy of God through Jesus.   

 

...And to those who are upright in their hearts.  

 

So bless the people of God.  Verse 5: 

 

But as for those who turn aside to their crooked ways,  

The Lord will lead them away with the doers of iniquity. 
 

Again you have to remember this is the Hebrew people in their land being ruled by a wicked nation.  

There would have been many of those who would have concluded God’s not going to keep His 

promises.  For whatever reason, God has abandoned us; God has forgotten us and it really seems 

obvious now that God’s team is not going to win.  Therefore I think it’s time to change teams.  And 

that’s what he’s saying: the Hebrew people, some of those would melt in with the wicked nation 

and they ultimately would suffer God’s judgment together.   

 

Now I think you have a very similar dynamic in our world today.   You have a lot of people who are 

very religious.   They would identify themselves as a Christian on a national poll.  They believe in 

Christmas; they believe in Easter; they have this kind of formal set of beliefs that seems pretty solid.   

But deep in their hearts they are really just consumers and somewhere along the way they were 

convinced that this is the deal: If you sign up, God’s going to make everything okay; He’s going to 

make a life of health and wealth and prosperity and going to smooth everything out and this is the 

best way to live life as a consumer.   But then when tragedy strikes, when trials come into your life, 

when life gets really unexplainably hard, they say, ―Hey, this wasn’t the deal; this wasn’t what I 

signed up for. I thought I was signing up for the best deal in town.  I think I’m going to switch 
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teams.‖  And they switch teams to experience their attempt at heaven on earth, having never really 

experienced a life-changing relationship with Jesus.  The psalm ends with the words: 

 

 Peace be upon Israel. (Vs. 5b)    

 

Mark mentioned two weeks ago the Hebrew word Shalom, translated peace; it’s actually a very 

complex word; it’s very complicated.  You have to look at the context to really understand what the 

intent of the term is.  I think in this psalm it’s very simple; it’s just the idea of rest—that peace 

means rest.  In the midst of circumstances—where their nation has been taken over by a conquering 

king; the king is wicked and the king is punishing them and the king is making their life 

miserable—that they can rest.  Why?  Because everything makes sense?  No, because they believe 

God tells the truth; because they trust in the Lord and that’s going to be their stability and that’s 

going to be their security.  They believe with all their hearts that, when the story is finally told, 

God’s team wins.  I would suggest to you, you will never know peace in this world until you 

understand the difference between now and then.   

 

If you are under the understanding that when you accepted Christ as Savior, the promise was that 

this would be heaven on earth, you are setting yourself up for disappointment, for despair and for a 

broken heart.  There is nowhere where God promised that.  What He promised was just the 

opposite. This world is going to be really hard—but I’m going to be there; but I’ll get you through 

it; but the world that is to come is everything that you have ever imagined!  For now we have to 

believe God tells the truth.  That’s our stability; that’s our security.   There are going to be days 

when that seems abundantly obvious and there are going to be other days where it will take every 

ounce of faith you have to believe that.  But we also understand that this isn’t the world that God 

wanted and the promise is that one day there will be the fulfillment of every promise God has ever 

made.  Today there are some promises that are fulfilled; there are many others that won’t be 

completely fulfilled until that day when we stand at the other side.  We get glimpses; we get 

shadows; but our salvation will never reach its fulfillment until we stand on the other side—in the 

New Heaven and the New Earth.  

 

I have absolutely no doubt that we, as the people of  God, will one day gather together on the other 

side and we will know with all our hearts that God has been faithful to fully and completely keep 

every promise He ever made.  And in that moment, for the first time since the day I trusted Christ as  

Savior, there will be something deep within me that says, ―I am finally...I am finally, home.‖ 

 

Our Father we thank You that that’s true.  Lord, what a crazy notion to try to create 

heaven on earth—for this world is such a mess.  Lord, it breaks our heart; bad things 

happen to the righteous and the unrighteous.  Lord, I pray that we would learn to  

trust You, that we would believe You tell the truth.  That would be our stability; that  

would be our security.  And, Lord, we look forward to that day when we will gather  

together on the other side, in the New Heaven and New Earth, and in that day we will 

know that You have been faithful and, Lord, we will finally know that we are home.   

Until that day, find us faithful in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
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