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Our psalm this morning is sometimes referred to as The Missionary Psalm because it declares God’s 

vision that one day, people from every tribe and tongue and nation would come together to be one 

worshipping community. So we’ve tried to capture that through the service in different ways and 

thought we want to capture a little of that even during the message time. So we’ve invited a couple 

of friends to join us this morning: Solomon is the Pastor of the Sudanese church that meets in our 

sister church, North Point, on Sunday afternoons and with him, Moses, who is going to serve as the 

translator. So these are two good friends of ours. We are happy to have them with us to share an 

encouraging message from God’s word this morning. So welcome Solomon and Moses. 

 

Solomon’s message (Moses translated to English): 

Good morning, I greet you in the name of Lord Jesus! Hallelujah! Praise the Lord—the King of 

kings and the Lord of lords! Jesus is the King of all the nations! To Him be praise forever!  

 

I’m very excited to be with you this morning. I’m very excited for God’s connection to me with 

Berean Church so I can even be fed more, because this is one of the things I have been asking the 

Lord for when I was back in Sudan. As one of the students learning here in CLC, I have learned a 

lot through just coming to these classes.  

 

I want to encourage you with one of Paul’s letters. Paul wrote four letters when he was in prison. 

This is a message of joy that we are going to share. Paul wrote this to encourage the believers. 

Verse 4 of Philippians, Chapter 4—we are reading verses 4 through 7: 

 

Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident 

to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by 

prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your request to God. And the peace of 

God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 

Christ Jesus. (*NIV, Philippians 4:4-7) 
 

If you read Paul’s letter to the church in Philippi, Paul began with the word of joy and ends with 

joy. And I believe one of the reasons Paul wrote this letter was because there was so much 

persecution against the church at that time. There was also a disagreement in the church and there 

was great persecution and the message came at the right time. So Paul’s purpose was to encourage 

the believers to stand steadfast.  So this time I want to encourage you with a joy that is beyond any 

situation. If I ask you now: “What does the word joy mean to you?” some people would say that if I 

got married, I’d be the happiest person ever. If I got children, then I’m the happiest person ever or if 

I got lots of money, then I’m the happiest person ever. If the immigrants that are coming to the 

United States were saying, “If I would only step my feet in America, I’m the happiest person ever.” 

Then here we realize that our joy is only when we have everything that we wanted. But is this a true 

joy? So today people rejoice when they have everything. When they have lost something that would 

give them a question to wonder if there’s really God in existence.  
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But I want to encourage you that even in difficult situations, we still can rejoice. Many people say, 

“If everything is going bad, then there’s no God.” And many people have asked, “Why is Paul put 

in prison? Where is God in this?” But in other words Paul is really saying, “I’m having a good time 

with the Lord, even in prison,” because Paul even recognized then: Those who are outside, who are 

not in prison, needed more encouragement. The people that are outside there, they are the very ones 

that are in prison—a prison of sin and struggles. If we see the message of a person writing from the 

prison and I ask you, “Are you happy?”  You are in prison and probably your answer would be: 

“How can I rejoice when everything is not good for me?”  If you are here and things are not going 

good for you, you might also have the answer, “Why would I rejoice when everything is not good 

for me?” But I want to tell you why Jesus came. Jesus did not just come to lift our living standard or 

life standard. He did not come so we are paid huge amounts of money. I want to tell you why Jesus 

came: Jesus came to seek those who are lost—for salvation! Jesus came to save the lost, not to make 

me rich. Therefore Paul’s joy that he’s talking about here is a joy built in the Lord, not joy built on 

things that we have. We see many times today, people put their joy with what they have and 

sometimes those things get taken away from their lives.  

 

And I also want to encourage you that we want to accept the situations in which we find ourselves. 

If everything is going bad or everything is going good, we still need to accept the situation. We do 

not need to be so anxious if we believe the Lord is with us. Anxiety can make us sick. When we 

worry too much, we can get sick and doctors have said that it will cause pain in the neck or even 

back. And spiritually, anxiety is sin.  

 

And also I want to let you know that the Lord uses every situation in which we find ourselves. We 

see Paul in the prison.  The Lord used him to write a letter, such a letter just as the one we read 

today. Therefore, there is no reason why God cannot be glorified. That’s why we are victorious in 

hard situations and in good situations. That’s why, as children of the Lord, we do want to rejoice in 

the Lord—because the Lord has promised us He will be with us all the time and in every situation.  

 

And the final thing I want to encourage you with:  Nothing can come to you that God would not use 

for His glory. God has purpose in everything. You will rejoice in the Lord if you are hungry, if you 

are satisfied, if you are in Africa, if you are in America.  Our joy is not based on the things of the 

world; our joy is in the Lord Jesus. And for those who are not believers in Jesus yet, if you don’t 

have a true joy yet, come to Jesus. He is the true joy! Amen!  

 

Pastor Bryan: 

Thank you, men. The Sudanese church is every Sunday afternoon at 2:00 o’clock at North Point. 

They would be thrilled to have you.  If you ever want to stop in, they’d love to have you join them.  

 

One of the most familiar stories that Jesus told was the story of the Good Samaritan. It was 

precipitated by this discussion with Jesus telling them that the greatest command was to love your 

Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength and the second was like it: to love your 

neighbor as yourself. So one of the religious experts—one of the religious hypocrites—asked the 

question, “Who is my neighbor?” really hoping to narrow the scope of who he was responsible to 

love. And out of that, Jesus told the story of the Good Samaritan, which of course rocked their 

world—that they as Jews would be expected to love the Samaritans!  

 

Whenever we tell a story like that and we describe the religious hypocrites—the Pharisees and 

people like that—it seems like we always come up with a definition that seems like we’re describing 



3 
 

somebody other than ourselves. I know when I describe them, that’s kind of what it feels like.  It’s 

always someone else. But I would invite you to perhaps start in a different place this morning. What 

if we started with the presupposition that maybe, just possibly, the story of the Good Samaritan was 

told by Jesus because, just possibly, maybe you need to hear it. What if we started there?  

 

Interestingly enough, you go to Romans, Chapter 15, and Paul has a very similar discussion. 

Romans 1 through 11 is basically the story of the gospel of salvation by grace through faith. And 

the last chapters of Romans are really talking about the implications of that and how we should live. 

In chapter 15 he’s talking about:  If it’s really true, then we should live to please our neighbor rather 

than please ourselves, to love our neighbor rather than ourselves, to serve others rather than 

ourselves, because that’s how Jesus has loved us. And then he gets into this discussion related to the 

Jews and the Gentiles. So obviously the problem Paul’s dealing with is this difficulty of Jews and 

Gentiles coming together to love one another and be one family in Christ. In the midst of that 

discussion, then he quotes Psalm 117, which is our psalm this morning. So what we are going to do 

is turn to that psalm, talk about it a little bit and then work our way back to Paul’s application point. 

And we are going to take a clue from Paul and think about: “How do we apply this psalm as he 

applied it in Romans 15?”  

 

So if you have a Bible, please turn with us to Psalm 117. Psalm 117 is not only the shortest psalm; 

it’s the shortest chapter in the Bible. So next week, the longest chapter in the Bible; this week, the 

shortest chapter in the Bible. It’s also worth noting that this is the geographical center of the Bible 

in terms of chapters. There are 594 chapters before this and there are 594 chapters after this. I don’t 

want to make too big of a deal out of this, but I do think it’s quite interesting that the geographical 

center of the Bible captures the central message of the Bible—the heartbeat of God from cover to 

cover. Verse 1: 

 

Praise the Lord, all nations; 

Laud Him, all peoples! 

For His lovingkindness is great toward us, 

And the truth of the Lord is everlasting.  

Praise the Lord! (*NASB, Psalm 117:1-2) 

 

In verse 1, the Hebrew word translated nations is the word that’s typically a reference to the 

Gentiles. The Hebrew readers would have certainly understood it that way. So this is a call to 

worship—that the Gentile nations would come together to worship with the Hebrew people. It 

reflects God’s desire that people from every tribe and tongue and nation would ultimately come 

together as a worshipping community. Now this is the magnificent vision of God: that one day, 

people from all corners of the world would come together as one worshipping community.  

 

Now one of the arguments that skeptics sometimes put forth, related to Christianity, is: If it’s true 

that there is only one way to God and that is through the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus, then 

what about these people who have never heard—people in tribes in Ecuador, in South America or 

Africa or somewhere else?  But think of it this way: If God’s vision—this magnificent vision from 

cover to cover—is that people from every tribe and tongue and nation would come to know Jesus as 

Savior and be part of this worshipping choir, don’t you think God somehow works that out?  If 

that’s God’s heart, if that’s God’s desire, God’s concern for that would be more than the skeptics; it 

would be more than us. God’s heart and passion is so for the world!  Can we believe by faith that 

somehow God works that out and will fulfill His mission, His desire?  
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Verse 2 really lays the foundation upon which verse 1 is proclaimed. The foundation out of which 

that magnificent vision is proclaimed revolves around two central truths: that God’s lovingkindness 

is great…(That word great is the word prevailing and can be used to describe an army prevailing 

over another army)...His lovingkindness is great; His truth is everlasting. We might say it this 

way: In this world there are many truth claims but, at the end of the day, there will be the only one 

truth that remains—what we sometimes refer to as true truth. The text is saying, at the end of the 

day, God’s truth reigns; God’s truth is true truth. So you have two of these guiding principles: 

God’s lovingkindness is great; God’s truth ultimately is true. If that’s true, then it launches this 

magnificent vision that God has for the world.  

 

Two short verses, but the implications are huge for how we live our lives on a daily basis. Think of 

it this way: In our culture sometimes the critics of Christianity are offended by Christianity because 

they say Christianity is exclusive. And primarily what they’re saying is, as pluralists (and pluralism 

means that they believe that all religions are equally valid and all roads ultimately lead to God) they 

are offended by the statement that Jesus is the only way to God. So they say Christianity is 

exclusive and that offends them.  

 

Now on one hand, we would say that is certainly true. Christianity is exclusive, just like every 

meaningful community in the world is exclusive. It’s a bit of a bogus charge because you cannot 

have a meaningful community without core beliefs and boundaries. When a group of people show 

up at Wal-Mart to shop, they can believe whatever they want, and there are no real boundaries 

because that’s not a community; it’s just a bunch of people. But in every arena, whether you are 

talking about politics, whether you are talking about religion, whether you are talking about 

ecology, whether you are talking about social issues, in order to have a meaningful community, 
there must be core beliefs and there must be boundaries and those boundaries are determined by 

those beliefs.  

 

So think of it this way: Let’s imagine a community of people who have gathered together around 

this commonly-held belief in family values. And they are very passionate about family values as 

they believe they are defined from the Scriptures. But along the way one of the members changes 

his mind and believes that actually gay marriage should be promoted. How long is that person going 

to be allowed to be part of that community? The answer is: probably not very long. That person’s 

belief is completely out of sync with the community and that person would probably be invited to 

leave—and people would be outraged!  But imagine almost exactly the same scenario: You have a 

community of people that have gathered around a common belief in promoting gay marriage and 

they are very passionate about this. They believe it very deeply. But somewhere along the way, one 

of the members changes his mind and believes actually that gay marriage is offensive to God; 

therefore it’s sinful. How long do you suppose that viewpoint would be entertained within that 

community?  The response would be exactly the same.  The person is so out of sync with the beliefs 

of that community; that person would quickly be invited to leave. Every community that is gathered 

for something that they believe to be meaningful gathers around common beliefs and boundaries.  

 

Even imagine a gathering of pluralists. Now again, pluralism is the belief that all religions are 

equally valid and that all roads lead to God. So you have a community that’s gathered together— 

you’d think this would be the most inclusive of all the groups. Yet what would happen if one of the 

members of the group said, “I’ve had a change of mind and I believe Christianity is correct. The 

only way to God is through Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection.” How long would you imagine 

that viewpoint would be allowed to be entertained within that community? And the answer is, “Not 
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very long.”  There’s this strange inconsistency among pluralists where all religions are equally 

valid—except for those that say there’s only one way to God. Then suddenly that religion is invalid 

and you quickly find that out and you’d be invited to step out of that community.  

 

So it is true that Christianity is defined by core beliefs and boundaries and those boundaries do 

define in and out. But that’s also true of every meaningful community, anywhere in the world. So 

it’s really important that is a bit of a bogus charge and it’s really important that, if we believe that 

God’s love is great, if we believe that God’s truth is everlasting, we have a very important message 

and we need to stand our ground and not be distracted from our agenda by the voices of the culture.  

 

But I would also suggest to you this morning that the message of Christianity is unimaginably 

inclusive. So, as a matter of fact, I’d suggest to you that the message of Christianity is more 

inclusive than any religion in the world and I’d probably push it to say even more inclusive than any 

community—politically, socially, or religious wise—any community in the world. Think of it this 

way: For every world religion, one thing they all have in common is they all have a geographical 

center—the place where that religion was born. And whether that religion has been around a couple 

hundred years or a couple thousand years, those world religions have not changed their home-

base—the place of origin; the geographical center remains the same. They also have a demographic 

center, which basically means the culture of that religion is reflected by the culture in which that 

religion originated. In other words, no matter what ethnic background you have, you are expected to 

abandon that ethnic background and basically adopt the demographic culture of that religion that 

represents its place of origin.  

 

There’s only one exception to that—one wonderful exception—and that is the message of 

Christianity.  Christianity is dramatically different from that. There isn’t a geographical or a 

demographical center. As a matter of fact, years ago, when the missionary movement was really 

strong coming out of North America and Europe, there were a lot of sociologists that really 

complained we shouldn’t package up a Western religion and try to impose it on different ethnic 

communities in the world. That statement is an ignorant statement because Christianity is not a 

Western religion. As a matter of fact, you can’t nail down a geographical center to Christianity over 

the last two thousand years. Christianity was born in the Middle East, out of Jerusalem, but after a 

period of time, the geographical center moved to the Mediterranean. Then the geographical center 

moved to Northern Europe. Then the geographical center moved to Western Europe. Then the 

geographical center moved to North America. And today I think most people would say that the 

geographical center is Africa, Asia and Latin America. I don’t know anybody that would say it’s 

still in North America. The geographical center of Christianity has moved consistently over the last 

two thousand years in a way that’s unique to all other religions of the world.  

 

But it’s also not demographically centered. As a matter of fact, you find that Christianity has this 

body of core beliefs that defines it, but is wonderfully adaptive to the cultures of the world—
uniquely so.  If you’ve traveled internationally, that’s one of the things that’s so wonderful is to 

experience the church in so many different cultures and realize, on one hand, it’s very different; on 

the other hand, it’s very much the same. Immediately you have this sense that we are brothers and 

sisters in Christ. There’s a common bond we share—we feel that!  But we also get the sense the 

expression of our Christianity is really different in different places in the world. It looks really 

different in India; looks really different in China; looks really different in Latin America. And 

actually you don’t even have to travel the world to experience that. At this hour you can just walk 

down the hall and you find out that even though there’s a core doctrine of belief that we share with 
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the Hispanic community, their expressions of worship and the way their Christianity fleshes itself 

out, is very distinct within the Hispanic community versus those of us that have been born and 

raised in America. Same thing is true this afternoon: you can travel to North Lincoln to North Point 

at 2:00 o’clock and you can experience the Sudanese church. Immediately you would have this 

sense that we are brothers and sisters in Christ and we would feel that bond.  But you would quickly 

sense their expression of their Christianity is very different than it is here. It’s actually a celebration 

of ethnic diversity—God’s creativity. The beauty of God’s creation is celebrated in all these 

different ways in which Christianity is fleshed out in different ethnic pockets around the world.  

 

So Christianity is wonderfully inclusive—in that it’s not geographically or demographically 

centered.  It never has been. But it goes beyond that. What makes Christianity the most inclusive 

community of all is: if God’s lovingkindness is great and if God’s truth is ultimately true, at the core 

of that is this amazing thing called grace.  Because grace is true, the message of God’s salvation is 

offered equally and freely to every single person on the face of the planet. You cannot have a 

message more inclusive than that. It doesn’t matter if you are in a tribe in Ecuador or if you live in 

Chicago. It doesn’t matter if you are homeless in the streets in India or if you live in a penthouse in 

New York City. It doesn’t matter if you are rich, doesn’t matter if you are poor, doesn’t matter what 

your background is, doesn’t matter if you are in a gang or if you are in the White House. It doesn’t 

matter. The message of the gospel is freely offered to every single person on the face of the planet. 

God’s invitation, on the basis of His grace to experience His salvation, is offered equally to every 

single person of every tribe, every tongue, every nation. It’s not possible to be more inclusive than 

that. If that is indeed true, there is no person who is hopeless. There is no person who is beyond the 

reach of God’s invitation to experience His salvation. And that is a remarkable message!  

 

If we truly believe that Psalm 117 is true, that this really is God’s vision—this magnificent vision 

that one day people from every tribe and tongue and nation would come together to be a 

worshipping community—and it’s built on the fact that God’s lovingkindness is great and God’s 

truth is true, it should change the way we view every single person in our world. When we worded 

our mission statement years ago, we tried to be very thoughtful on this particular point: To glorify 

God by seeking to present every person complete in Christ. The seeking reflects the fact that, at the 

end of the day, only God can ultimately save. So our job is just to do the best we can to present the 

message; the rest is up to God. But presenting every person means as long as there is one person 

anywhere in the world who doesn’t yet know Jesus, the mission is full-speed ahead—and to believe 

that every single person matters to God. Now just think about that.  How would that change the way 

you view every single person you meet? If you put on this lens to see through, that reminds us that 

every person at school, every person you work with, every person in your neighborhood, every 

person that you do business with, every cashier that checks you out of the grocery store—every 

person in every environment you are ever in—is a person that God passionately longs to see receive 

His free gift of salvation, how would that change how you respond to that person?  

 

If Psalm 117 is true, shouldn’t God’s agenda trump our agenda?  Shouldn’t God’s magnificent 

vision for the world be more important than our agenda?  Shouldn’t it be more important than our 

politics?  Shouldn’t it be more important than our insecurities and our hurts and our woundedness? 

Shouldn’t it be more important than any personal agenda?  So now we’re back to where we started. 

Okay, if this is true, “Who is my neighbor?”  It’s an interesting question. I think all of us would 

identify people that we are very kind and compassionate toward.  But if we are to be really honest, 

there are other people that just irritate the life out of us. You may be very compassionate toward the 

homeless in Lincoln, but you cannot stand the person in the cubical next to you at work. You may 
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have endless patience and long-suffering for the strugglers and the addicts in your world, but you 

have no patience for your fellow church members who don’t necessarily see things exactly the same 

way as you see them. I think we can all identify those people in our lives that we need to love better. 

How would it change my life if I believed every single person in every restaurant, in every coffee 

shop, in every work place, in every school, in every neighborhood, is someone that God 

passionately longs to see receive His free gift of salvation?  

 

Maybe your issue is racial.  The fact of the matter is our country is changing—our state is changing; 

our city is changing—and a lot of people struggle with that, if they are really to be honest. Maybe 

for you, it’s not racially motivated.  Maybe it’s something that flows out of your hurts or your 

woundedness or your own insecurities. All I’m asking this morning is, “Would you just be willing 

to consider the remotest possibility that just maybe Jesus told the story of the Good Samaritan 

because you need to hear it?”  

 

 

 

 

Our Father, we are thankful that You are a God who loves us. Your 

lovingkindness is great. Your truth is true.  Lord, what a magnificent vision You 

have that one day people from every tribe and tongue and nation would come 

together as this magnificent worshipping choir.  Lord, I pray that You would help 

us to see the world as You see it, that we would see past our own personal 

agendas and our hurts and our wounds and our politics, where we just see 

people as You see them, that Your agenda, Your vision for the world, would be 

the lens through which we view the people in our world. Lord, we are thankful 

this morning that You’ve called us to be a part of this magnificent worshipping 

choir. Lord, may we be faithful. May we be diligent to be about the mission till 

that day when we gather together, In Jesus’ Name.  Amen.             
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