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Several years ago I was out one day, just in the pasture spraying weeds. In those days we had a 

golden retriever so whenever I was outside the dog, of course, was always at my side and it was a 

little bit windy that day. I found myself thinking, ―This stuff‘s pretty toxic. This probably isn‘t 

really good for a dog; it‘s kind of spraying on him and he‘s rubbing up against these wet leaves,‖ 

and I thought, ―You know, he really needs to go away.‖  So I tried to shoo him away and, of course, 

he didn‘t want to go so I finally had to really get after him. He puts his tail between his legs and he 

kind of slinks up on the front porch and he just lies down there and he‘s kind of pouting and looking 

at me, like ―Why did you just do that to me?‖ and I remember thinking to myself, ―I wonder if this 

is how God feels.‖ There was simply no way I could ever explain to this dog why I just did what I 

did.  It was for his own good but there was no way I could get that communicated to him and I 

found myself thinking again, ―I wonder if that‘s how God feels.‖ God sees the whole picture—the 

beginning from the end—and its seasons of life.  We find ourselves confused and wounded and 

frustrated and disappointed because we don‘t see the whole story and, because we‘re not God, there 

just simply is no way God could ever explain something so we would understand it. It‘s just the way 

it is. 

 

There‘s no question God communicates that He is a God of love and compassion and kindness and 

goodness and grace and mercy. And there are days when our souls resonate with those words. 

Everything deep within us says, ―That‘s true; I know that‘s true; I feel it,‖ and we find ourselves 

kind of overwhelmed with a sense of gratitude.  But there are other days—and sometimes those 

days are seasons—where we don‘t feel that; it‘s very hard to engage those words. We feel confused; 

we feel frustrated; we feel disappointed. At times we feel anger and it seems like God is nowhere to 

be found. And in those seasons we hang on with all the strength we have to believe that God is 

really who He says He is. Perhaps you find yourself in one of those seasons this morning, where 

you‘re frustrated, you‘re confused, you‘re hurt, you cry out to God and God doesn‘t seem to care. 

Your question to me this morning might be, ―Can you give me something that will just help me hold 

on ‗til this storm passes?‖ I think the answer is, ―Yes‖. 

 

If you have a Bible, turn with us to Psalm 105.  If you‘re new with us in the last couple of months, 

every summer we spend the summer going through the Psalms and this summer we will actually 

finish all of the Psalms. We‘ve been at it for fifteen years and, as of this summer, we‘ll finish all 

150 Psalms. Now one of the aspects of that is, this year we‘ll finally cover a list of Psalms we‘ve 

been putting off, hoping Jesus would come back, (laughter) so it could be an interesting summer. 

Psalm 105 is a historical Psalm. So is 106—we did 106 last summer. Psalm 106 is the history of the 

unfaithfulness of the Hebrew people. It‘s kind of a dark and sobering Psalm. Psalm 105 is the good 

news; it‘s the history of the faithfulness of God to the Hebrew people. We pick it up in verse 1: 

 

Oh give thanks to the LORD, call upon His name; 

Make known His deeds among the peoples.  

Sing to Him, sing praises to Him; 

Speak of all His wonders.  
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Glory in His holy name; 

Let the heart of those who seek the LORD be glad.  

Seek the LORD and His strength; 

Seek His face continually.  

Remember His wonders which He has done, 

His marvels and the judgments uttered by His mouth,  

O seed of Abraham, His servant,  

O sons of Jacob, His chosen ones!  

He is the LORD our God; 

His judgments are in all the earth. (*NASB, Psalm 105:1-7) 

 

The psalm opens with a paragraph that is a call to worship and then the rest of the psalm will be 

really what calls us to worship—and that‘s the history of God‘s faithfulness. We don‘t have a lot of 

time to kind of linger on this opening paragraph but I just want to make a couple of comments. One 

of the things that this paragraph reminds us is that worship is very complex. I think there are eleven 

different Hebrew verbs to describe worship in this one paragraph. We sing; we seek; we remember, 

and so forth. I think every generation struggles with a definition of worship that is way too narrow. I 

think every single generation struggles with that. I think we all identify what‘s meaningful to us— 

what we like in worship—and there‘s nothing wrong with that.  There‘s going to be certain forms of 

worship that are going to be more appealing, given our background and our traditions and our 

personality, and there‘s nothing wrong with that, as long as we don‘t narrow down the definition to 

say, ―My way is the right way.‖  I think every generation has a tendency to do that and we‘re 

constantly reminded in the Scriptures that we can‘t put God in a box. We have to keep kind of 

breaking this thing out and realize worship is complicated and it‘s complex. 

 

For example in our Western-kind-of-consumer, individual, culture, we sometimes tend to narrow 

worship down to this idea that it‘s just kind of me, myself, having a private worship experience with 

God. That, then, often translates into this idea that God is the only audience of worship. For 

example this past week Mike and I were talking about a definition of worship. It was a very good 

definition except for one phrase. The phrase says that ultimately worship is about an audience of 

one.  Now that‘s a very common, kind-of-poetic cliché that‘s been around for a number of years 

now and it is very poetic. The problem is it‘s just simply theologically wrong. There‘s always only 

one object of worship and that‘s God but there is more than one audience. Worship is both vertical 

and horizontal in terms of its audience. What I mean by that is worship includes magnifying God, 

and that‘s what the psalm talks about—praising the Lord—and that‘s what we typically tend to 

think about. But the psalm also talks about this horizontal aspect and actually, horizontally, there 

are two different audiences.  There are the people of God.  We talk about God‘s wonders; we 

remember God‘s works—that‘s what the psalm says. God knows what He‘s done so who are we 

telling God‘s works?  Well we‘re telling one another. When you read through the Scriptures, what 

you find out is, part of what it means to come together in corporate worship is we talk to one 

another; we sing to one another; we encourage one another—that‘s what we‘re doing. We don‘t 

come together as a body of worship in order to have our own personal private worship experience. 

This is the communion of the saints. We‘re in this together. How many people walked through these 

doors this morning and they are discouraged; they are confused; they are disappointed; they are 

anxious; they are wondering what tomorrow holds. Part of our responsibility together, as the 

communion of the saints, is to encourage one another and to remind one another that God is good 

and God is faithful and God has been faithful in the past and He‘ll be faithful in the future.  So 

sometimes worship is talking directly to God; sometimes worship is talking to one another about 

God.  
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The other horizontal audience would be: There‘s always a missional element to worship. For 

example in verse 1 it says, Make known his deeds among the peoples. That word peoples is a 

translation of the Hebrew word for nations. It‘s basically saying that when the Hebrew people 

gathered to worship, not only did they speak to God, not only did they speak to one another about 

God, but it was also a witness to the nations that they were indeed a worshipping people.  That 

would be a form of mission—that others might come to know Him. There‘s a lot of debate always 

about what is really the calling of the church. Right now there‘s a lot of discussion about: “Should 

the church be attractional or the church be missional?‖ And the answer is, biblically, it‘s both. It‘s 

always been both. We‘ve landed for years on this belief that worship needs to be targeted to the 

believer. That‘s how we think about our worship services—with an understanding that when the 

people of God worship, there is a missional side to that; there is a side in which the nations will 

hear.  When unbelievers walk through the doors and they‘re trying to kind of sort this whole thing 

out, there‘s something very meaningful to them when the people of God worship. There‘s always an 

outreach flavor to that and so, in this particular text, we‘re reminded that worship is magnifying 

God; worship is strengthening one another and worship always has this missional element that 

others might come to know Him. Verse 7 says He is the LORD our God; His judgments are in 

all the earth. Basically all that means is, at the end of the day, God is in charge.  And that‘s really 

important to understand as we go into this psalm, because that‘s really what it‘s about. Verse 8: 

 

He has remembered His covenant forever, 

The word which He commanded to a thousand generations... 

 

Now you have to understand verse 8 to understand the rest of the psalm. What the psalmist is saying 

is that God made a promise and he‘s going to come back to this over and over again. When people 

hear the word covenant, sometimes they tend to think a contract. The problem with that is a 

contract always involves negotiation. That‘s really not what a covenant means. It‘s much more of a 

promise. In this case it‘s referring to Genesis 15 when God made a covenant with Abraham and 

promised Abraham that He would make him a great nation and through him all the nations of the 

world would be blessed. There was the promise that, through his seed would come the Messiah. 

God went on to say that if either God or Abraham and his people failed to keep the covenant, that 

God Himself would shed His blood in order to make it right. We refer to this as a unilateral 

covenant—that God would keep His promise no matter what. So that‘s what‘s being referred to in 

verse 8 and it talks about that it‘s eternal—for a thousand generations.  If you go from Adam to 

today, we‘re not even close to a thousand generations. It‘s just a poetic saying—it‘s a covenant that 

goes on forever. We‘re told in the book of Galatians that we enter into this promise, that we are sons 

and daughters of Abraham, that we claim this promise because of what Jesus has done for us on the 

cross. So it‘s an eternal promise that‘s been made to those who trust in Jesus. Verse 9: 

  

The covenant which He made with Abraham, 

And His oath to Isaac. 

Then He confirmed it to Jacob for a statute, 

To Israel as an everlasting covenant,  

Saying, “To you I will give the land of Canaan 

As the portion of your inheritance,”  

When they were only a few men in number, 

Very few, and strangers in it.  

And they wandered about from nation to nation, 

From one kingdom to another people.  

He permitted no man to oppress them, 
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And He reproved kings for their sakes:  

“Do not touch My anointed ones, 

 And do My prophets no harm.” (Vs.9-15) 
 

There‘s a reminder that God made a promise to Abraham—Genesis 15. He re-upped it again to 

Isaac in Genesis 26; He re-upped it again to Jacob in Genesis 28; He re-ups it to David and so-on 

and so-forth. So God made a promise and then He begins to go through that there‘s kind of this 

story that unfolds that is the picture of God‘s sovereignty.  We‘re going to call that this morning The 

God Story.  At the same time there is The Human Story—the story of Abraham and Isaac and Jacob 

and so on through the line, right up ‗til today. There is this mystery between The God Story and The 

Human Story and how do those both coexist?  How do they both happen concurrently yet, at the end 

of the day, somehow God‘s plan is perfectly fulfilled?  The answer to that question is, ―I don‘t 

know.‖  Nobody knows. It‘s a mystery but this passage emphasizes that a lot. One of the things to 

notice are the pronouns. This psalm is filled with He...He...He...He...He—again it‘s talking about 

God‘s sovereignty. At the end of the day, God makes it all happen but there‘s a reminder that 

there‘s a human story in the midst of all that. 

 

Two examples help us understand that and they‘re both referred to in this particular psalm. The first 

one is in verse 12. You don‘t know the Old Testament story; that‘s a reference to something that 

happened in the life of Jacob.  Jacob and his sons and his family probably numbered less than fifty. 

They were very small; they were nomads; they were strangers and aliens and they just kind of 

worked their way through the land and tried to get along with their neighbors. The reference in this 

text is to a time when they were outside the city of Shechem.  Shechem was a fairly small but 

fortified city and Shechem and Jacob‘s people kind of entered into an agreement—―Let‘s all get 

along here.‖  And so Shechem decided to throw a party and Jacob‘s family was invited to the party. 

Well, as part of the party, the prince of Shechem had eyes for Jacob‘s only daughter, Dinah, and he 

rapes her.  When Jacob‘s sons find out, they concoct a plan and, in the middle of the night, they go 

in and they slaughter all the men of Shechem. Jacob, when he finds out, responds as it‘s recorded in 

verse 12. This is almost an exact quote of what came out of Jacob‘s mouth. Basically what he said 

is, ―We are dead.  We are so few in number; we‘re strangers and aliens; now, when these 

surrounding cities find out that we, as visitors and guests, have done this to Shechem, they will wipe 

us out in order to eliminate the risk that we don‘t do this to them.‖ So Jacob was fearful that because 

of the action of his sons, they would be completely wiped out and he says what‘s recorded in verse 

12:  ―We‘re so few in number; we are in real trouble.‖ 

 

Now think about this. There is no way that Jacob and his family could be wiped out. Why? Because 

God made a promise and the promise was, through the seed of Abraham, God would make a great 

nation and through that seed, eventually, would come the Messiah and, through the Messiah, all the 

nations of the world would be blessed. So you have The God Story and God is absolutely going to 

fulfill his promise but, in the midst of that, you have The Human Story and you have the action of 

the prince of Shechem and you have the action of Jacob‘s sons and all the dynamics of that.  And 

that‘s just the confusion of: ―How do these two stories work together?‖  

 

The other one is at the end of that paragraph. It‘s a reference to a time when there was a famine in 

the land so Abraham and his wife Sarah fled south, down into Egypt. Now they probably shouldn‘t 

have left the Land of Promise—down into Egypt—but they did.  Abimelech, who was the king of 

that area, saw Sarah and that she was very beautiful.  So he inquired about Sarah—―Who is she?‖ 

Abraham feared that, ―If Abimelech finds out that Sarah‘s my wife, he‘ll kill me in order to have 

Sarah.‖ So he said, ―You know, I‘ll tell you what. Sarah, you need to say you‘re my sister so he 
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doesn‘t kill me.‖ So Sarah says, ―I‘m his sister,‖ so Abimelech takes her and he takes her to be his 

own wife.  But before he can lay a hand on her, literally the Hebrew text says that God appeared 

and said to Abimelech, ―If you lay one hand on this woman, you are a dead man.‖ It‘s really quite a 

dramatic moment and Abimelech‘s kind of backing up, saying, ―Whoa, I mean I thought like she 

was his sister; I didn‘t know,‖ and so Sarah goes back and Abimelech says, ―Man, what are you 

doing? Why didn‘t you tell me that she was your wife?‖  Now, again, think about the story. 

Abraham and Sarah had not yet had a child. If Abimelech would have taken Sarah to be his own 

wife and Sarah and Abraham would have never produced a child, God‘s promise could never have 

been fulfilled.  So you have this really strange dynamic where you have the sovereignty of God and 

at points, intervening in quite a dramatic way, happening concurrently is the human story and some 

really bad choices on the part of Abraham and Sarah. Well that‘s basically what the psalmist is 

talking about: You have The God Story and you have The Human Story but, at the end of the day, 

God‘s promise always prevails. Now most people think this psalm was written either during, or 

right after, the time of the Babylonian captivity.  So think about this: You‘re in captivity to the 

Babylonians. Your land has been destroyed—Jerusalem‘s destroyed, the wall‘s destroyed, the 

temple‘s destroyed—and, in your mind, you‘re wondering, ―Is it possible we could ever be a nation 

again?‖ And so the psalm is going back and saying, ―Wait a minute; there is The Human Story but 

there‘s also The God Story and God made a promise. God has to keep His promise; therefore, as 

desperate as this looks, the answer is, ‗Yes‘; we have to be a nation again because God promised.‖ 

That‘s kind of the angle of the first readers.  Verse 16:  

 

And He called for a famine upon the land; 

He broke the whole staff of bread.  

He sent a man before them,  

Joseph, who was sold as a slave.  

They afflicted his feet with fetters,  

He himself was laid in irons; (Vs.16-18) 
 

There‘s a bit of manuscript confusion around verse 18.  Probably the best translation is his neck 

...was laid in irons. This again is an example of The God Story and The Human Story. You have a 

famine in the land and Jacob and his family will be starving and they have to flee to Egypt to try to 

find food. God, knowing that, already sent Joseph to prepare the way...but we know the story of 

Joseph. It didn‘t come about because God just led Joseph to go to Egypt. It came about because his 

brothers were evil and his brothers threw him in a pit, then sold him into slavery because they 

wanted to get rid of him. We also know that Joseph‘s story was a very difficult story. You know, for 

a lot of these Bible stories, we tend to pick out kind of the miracle moments and we think that 

defines the life of the people in the Old Testament.  So we think of Joseph miraculously as the 

Prince of Egypt.  But we forget the years and years and years of pain and confusion and desperation 

and heartache that lies between the miracle stories—and Joseph is a classic example. We actually 

learn in verse 18 details we did not know in the Genesis story. We did not know that, during his 

time of incarceration—he was incarcerated because Potiphar‘s wife made up a story that Joseph had 

tried to attack her; so Joseph gets thrown into prison; he‘s in there for at least two years and 

probably more than that, and we find out that—he was tortured with these shackles around his neck 

and around his ankles. The Hebrew word‘s very graphic—basically means that for two years, to 

have that, would have just rubbed your skin—it would have been sheer torture. Now imagine what 

that would have been like, to wonder, ―Where is God in all this, and why is God doing this to me, 

and why does it have to be this way?‖ He must have had days that were so filled with 

disappointment and confusion and frustration and it felt like God was nowhere to be found. He 

could not have possibly known The God Story—that one day he would be the Prince of Egypt and 
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God would put him there to save the nation. Again think of the factors:  Not only his evil brothers, 

but Potiphar—Potiphar taking a liking to him, Potiphar‘s wife taking a liking to him, making up this 

whole story, all of these human factors that landed Joseph in prison—somehow going along 

concurrently with The God Story  Verse 19: 

 

Until the time that his word came to pass,  

The word of the LORD tested him.  

The king sent and released him,  

The ruler of peoples, and set him free.  

He made him lord of his house,  

And ruler over all his possessions,  

To imprison his princes at will,  

That he might teach his elders wisdom.  

Israel also came into Egypt;  

Thus Jacob sojourned in the land of Ham.  

And He caused His people to be very fruitful,  

And made them stronger than their adversaries. (Vs.19-24) 
 

So we are reminded eventually The God Story plays out and Joseph miraculously goes from prison 

to become the Price of Egypt.  The psalm is saying poetically that he was the Number 2 Guy.  He 

had authority over everybody else in the kingdom. Ultimately God placed him there so that when 

Jacob and his family fled from the famine into Egypt, they would be cared for; they would have 

food.  As a matter-of-fact, they were so well cared-for that they actually became so fruitful that they 

outnumbered the Egyptians themselves—which is evidence of God‘s blessing.  But it‘s going to 

turn ugly with the Egyptians. Verse 25: 

 

He turned their heart to hate His people, [meaning the Egyptians] 

To deal craftily with His servants. 

  

In other words, God so blessed His people that they became a threat to the Egyptians, so the 

Egyptians turned around and made them into slaves.  So again you have this ongoing story of these 

ups and downs. 

 

He sent Moses His servant,  

And Aaron whom He had chosen.  

They performed His wondrous acts among them,  

And miracles in the land of Ham. (Vs.26-27) 
 

He sent Moses, but think again of the Moses story. You have a baby that should have been 

executed. Instead he is miraculously discovered by Pharaoh‘s family.  He ends up growing up in 

Pharaoh‘s home as if he‘s one of Pharaoh‘s son‘s.  But then he kills an Egyptian; then he flees; he‘s 

in the wilderness for forty years before God calls him in the burning bush to go back and lead his 

people out. Now we love the stories of Moses, where there are those miraculous moments, but we 

fail to identify sometimes with the forty years in the wilderness that preceded that story, 

understanding there is this human story and there‘s God’s story and there had to have been decades 

for Moses that made no sense before God continued to play out His plan. The psalmist goes on, 

then, to list out eight of the ten plagues.  Verse 28: 
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He sent darkness and made it dark;  

And they did not rebel against His words.  

He turned their waters into blood,  

And caused their fish to die.  

Their land swarmed with frogs  

Even in the chambers of their kings.  

He spoke, and there came a swarm of flies  

And gnats in all their territory.  

He gave them hail for rain,  

And flaming fire in their land.  

He struck down their vines also and their fig trees,  

And shattered the trees of their territory.  

He spoke, and locusts came,  

And young locusts, even without number,  

And ate up all vegetation in their land,  

And ate up the fruit of their ground.  

He also struck down all the first-born in their land,  

The first fruits of all their vigor. (28-36) 

 

So it‘s eight of the ten plagues which was that great moment when God finally set His people free. 

Again in The Human Story there are these miracle moments but, in between the miracle moments, 

there often are decades and decades of despair and questions and struggling and wondering, 

―Where‘s God in the story?‖ It‘s wrapped around verse 37—the word Then: 

 

Then He brought them out with silver and gold,  

And among His tribes there was not one who stumbled.  

 

If you‘re into marking your Bible, I would circle the word Then. Then represents 400 years—400 

years of slavery, 400 years of questions, 400 years of wondering, ―Hey, God, what about the 

promise?‖ They must have felt absolutely sure that there‘s no way that God would ever keep His 

promise—they would never get loose; they would never get out; they would never make it back to 

the land—somehow, God had forgotten His promise. Now think about it—four hundred years!  

How many people were born, lived, and died and that‘s all they ever knew...that‘s all they ever 

knew! They were not the generation that would see the miraculous power and deliverance of God. 

As a matter-of-fact, interestingly enough, when you read through Hebrews 11, it talks about the 

three patriarchs: Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and talks about the fact that all three of them believed 

the promise but died, having never seen it fulfilled. They believed with all their heart that God 

would keep His word, but they would not see it in their lifetime. How many thousands and 

thousands and thousands of people—Hebrew people—died in Egypt, never seeing the fulfillment of 

God‘s promise? Interestingly enough, too, when you go back to Genesis, when God makes the 

covenant with Abraham, He actually says to Abraham, ―Okay, this is the way it‘s going to work: 

There are going to be 400 years of slavery in Egypt before I raise someone up that will lead you out 

to the Land of Promise,‖ so all of this is part of The God Story. God even told Abraham that this is 

the way it‘s going to happen. So, again, you think of all the factors that lead to this; you have The 

God Story and you have The Human Story and somehow these things work out in the plan of God. 

Verse 38: 

 

Egypt was glad when they departed;  

For the dread of them had fallen upon them.  
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He spread a cloud for a covering,  

And a fire to illumine by night.  

They asked, and He brought quail,  

And satisfied them with the bread of heaven.  

He opened the rock and water flowed out;  

It ran in the dry places like a river.  

He remembered His holy word 

With Abraham His servant; (Vs.38-42) 

 

These are some of the great Old Testament stories: that God led them out of Egypt; He led them 

through the Red Sea. He led them with a cloud by the day that not only was to guide them but to 

protect them from the scorching desert sun. He also led them at night by this fire. When they 

complained and said they wanted something to eat, He gave them something to eat. When they 

complained that they wanted water, He gave them water, and so the psalmist is saying, ―Every step 

of the way, God kept His promise.‖  That‘s what He comes back to, that regardless of the behavior 

of the people—The Human Story—God will keep His promise. Now if you go through Psalm 106, 

you get the other side of the story. You get all of the murmuring, all the rebellion, all the idolatry, 

all the offenses of the Hebrew people every step of the journey. So you have their rebellion and 

sinfulness, but in this psalm you just have God‘s faithfulness, time and time and time again. 

 

And He brought forth His people with joy, 

His chosen ones with a joyful shout.  

He gave them also the lands of the nations,  

That they might take possession of the fruit of the peoples’ labor,  

So that they might keep His statutes,  

And observe His laws,  

Praise the LORD! (43-45) 
 

Hallelujah! in Hebrew—it‘s the crescendo of the psalm! The psalmist reminds us that the Hebrew 

people eventually made it into the Land of Promise, that God fulfilled His promise perfectly. God‘s 

desire was that His people would live life His way, that they would walk in His way so that He 

could bless them, so that the other nations would know that He indeed is God, that they too might 

come to know Him. You have this fascinating story that involves the sovereignty of God and 

involves the human story—there‘s The God Story and there‘s The Human Story—and it‘s 

impossible to sort out exactly how this works. In the midst of all this rebellion, all this idolatry, all 

this desperation, all these choices—choices they made, choices others made to them—but at the end 

of the day God ultimately, perfectly fulfilled His plan. Now, again, imagine if you‘re in Babylon 

and you‘re wondering, ―Is it possible we can ever be a nation again?‖ it must have seemed 

absolutely desperate, like there‘s no possibility, and then you remember God made a promise, and 

no matter how hopeless it seems, no matter how desperate it seems, God has never once broken His 

promise, and somehow, someway, God will be faithful.  And of course you know this story the New 

Testament tells us—that Jesus was the fulfillment of the promise, that the seed had come through 

the family of Abraham.  The Messiah has come and God offers life. But that‘s not the end of the 

story. The story continues. The human story is what we live every day. We live The Human Story in 

the midst of The God Story. And there are those moments in life that feel like those miracle 

moments when God is here and He‘s real and He‘s alive, and Hallelujah! But we also have to 

acknowledge there are times—and sometimes these times are seasons—where it just seems so 

confusing, where it seems like God isn‘t there, that God doesn‘t really know, that God doesn‘t 

really care, and we get confused and we get frustrated, and we get disappointed and we can‘t 
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understand, why doesn‘t God do something? We will never quite know how our story fits in with 

The God Story. My story could be somewhere in the four hundred years of slavery to Egypt or it 

could be in that miraculous moment where God led them out. It could be in the wanderings in the 

wilderness; it could be in the great conquest of the land. I don‘t know that because I don‘t know the 

story. I just know that, at the end of the day, God promised and no matter how hopeless, no matter 

how despairing, no matter how confusing the moment seems, this one thing I know from history is: 

God always keeps His promise and God‘s promise is that one day your salvation will be completed.  

 

Salvation in the Bible has past, present, and future, but the one that‘s talked about the most is future, 

because that‘s where our hope lies.  One day there‘ll be something more than the pain and the 

struggling and the confusion of this world, that God will usher in a New Heaven and a New Earth 

and it will be everything our hearts have ever longed for.  And if we trust Jesus as Savior, if we 

embrace the long-awaited Messiah, that God promises that He‘ll give us what we need to get 

through this life, with a promise that the life to come will be everything that we‘ve ever wanted it to 

be.  So I accept the fact that right now I don‘t always understand how my story fits in with The God 

Story and there may be seasons of rejoicing and there may be seasons of pain. But in the worst 

moments, I choose to believe God tells the truth. God made a promise and no matter what is done, 

no matter what‘s done to me, no matter what the circumstances, at the end of the day, God‘s 

promise will be true and I have no doubt that we, as the people of God, will gather one day in the 

New Heaven and the New Earth and we will sing together, ―He has been faithful. Great is thy 

faithfulness.‖ 

 

 

 

 

Our Father, we’re thankful this morning that You are faithful. Lord, we would quickly admit 

there are times in this human story where we just don’t understand. It’s disappointing; it’s 

painful; it’s just hard to understand where You are in the midst of our story. But, Lord, we 

don’t really see The God Story; we don’t see what’s going on from beginning to end. Lord, I 

pray that we would have the faith of the patriarchs to trust, to believe that You tell the truth 

and You will fulfill the promise that You have made. Lord, even if we don’t see much 

evidence of that in this life, Lord, that we will believe that the life to come will be everything 

You’ve promised it to be, Lord, that we will indeed know You have been faithful. In Jesus’ 

Name, Amen. 
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