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Grace Has Appeared 
Living Truth: A Study in the Book of Titus 

Titus 2:11-15 

Pastor Bryan Clark 

 

We‘ve learned over the last couple of weeks in our study in Titus that Paul left Titus, his ministry 

partner, on the island of Crete to straighten out some messes in the churches there that had been 

caused by false teachers.  Paul talked about the importance of truth and the role of the church in 

defining and defending church.  So we have this truth; we have this stewardship of this magnificent 

message that we‘ve been given and the calling is to steward that, to protect it, and to proclaim it.  

Two weeks ago we talked about the importance of living out that truth.  If we‘re going to make a 

claim that this truth has set us free, that it is sound doctrine, that it is doctrine that makes us healthy, 

our lives should reflect that for the message to have credibility.  But the one thing we‘ve yet to do in 

our study in Titus is to define, ―What is that truth?  What is that message that we‘ve been called to 

steward?  What is that truth that sets us free?‖ 

 

This morning that‘s what we want to talk about and I have to tell you it is an absolutely magnificent 

truth.  If you have your Bible, turn with us to Titus, Chapter 2.   We pick it up in verse 11.  Paul has 

just talked to Titus about the importance of living out this truth and now, starting in verse 11, he is 

going to define it: 

 

For... (This is the reason chapter one and two matter.) 

For the grace of God has appeared, (*NASB, Titus 2:11a)  
 

The grace of God...the word grace is God‘s unmerited favor, God‘s underserved favor, that God 

has given us something we didn‘t earn, we didn‘t deserve; it‘s just out of the goodness and the 

graciousness of God.  The grace of God has appeared.  The word appeared is the Greek word 

from which we get our English word, epiphany.  It means there was an epiphany in history— 

something was unveiled; something was revealed; something appeared.  It‘s referring to the 

incarnation of Christ—that God Himself who has existed for all eternity, at a point in time, became 

one of us, manifested Himself in flesh and blood.  Now that‘s a remarkable thing when you think 

about it.  That was the epiphany in history.  What separates Christianity from all other world 

religions is Christianity doesn‘t talk religious theory.  Christianity doesn‘t talk about just a lot of 

religious platitudes.  The very essence of Christianity is that it is rooted in historical fact.  There was 

a promise made and there was a promise kept—that one day God Himself, the God of the universe, 

would enter into the mess that we have made, in order to make things right.  

 

Richard Dawkins is one of the modern-day, pretty outspoken, what they call the New Atheists, and 

he was asked on occasion, ―What would happen if, after you die, you find out that you were wrong 

and you find yourself face to face with God?  What would you say?‖  He said, ―I would say the 

same thing that Bertrand Russell (another well-known atheist) said and that is I would say to God, 

‗Why did you make Yourself so difficult to find?‘‖  Well, of course, God disagrees with that and in 

Romans, Chapter 1, God says He has made himself so amazingly evident that no one is without 

excuse.  But it would be interesting to ask Mr. Dawkins, ―Exactly what kind of evidence would you 

find convincing?‖   
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I mean perhaps if God maybe like became flesh and entered into our world?  And imagine just so 

we don‘t miss it, maybe like, for two or three hundred years there were prophets that were saying, 

―By the way, He is coming.  He‘s coming and this is exactly the way it will happen.‖  And let‘s 

imagine that there was a young teenage girl that one morning just woke up and she was pregnant, 

without ever having relations with a man—just to make sure we don‘t miss the fact, this is it.  And 

let‘s imagine on that night He was born, that maybe the skies were filled with angels singing, ―Hey, 

here He is!  I know we‘ve told you for several hundred years He‘s coming, but here He is!  He‘s 

here tonight!‖  And maybe if God sent like a Magi all the way across from somewhere in the East 

and their story would be so convincing that it actually would cause the king to react in a violent 

way, so everyone would know that something dramatic had happened.  And maybe this like God-in-

the-flesh character would like do hundreds and hundreds of miracles and maybe thousands and 

thousands and thousands of people would see it.  And maybe He would actually, after He was 

executed, would rise from the dead, and maybe like over five hundred people would at one time 

witness the resurrected God in the flesh.  You know maybe we would ask Mr. Dawkins, ―Would 

something like that help?‖  I mean, really, what does he want?  Isn‘t it possible he just simply 

chooses not to believe? 

 

I‘ve watched several debates now with theists debating some of these new atheists—whether it‘s 

Dawkins or Christopher Hitchens or someone like that—and in every single debate one of the 

arguments for the existence of God has been the resurrection of Jesus and the explosion of the 

church in the first century in the very town where Jesus was executed, proclaiming a message that 

their Messiah had indeed risen from the dead.  And in every one of those debates, not one atheist 

has uttered one word of response to that claim.  Now think about this:  Everybody in the room 

knows this is coming.  Every new atheist knows this is coming.  You would think they would have 

team meetings every single day to figure out some way to respond to that.  Yet time after time after 

time it‘s simply ignored, as if it wasn‘t even stated, because there simply is no response.  As a 

matter of fact, Paul put it on the table two thousand years ago.  1 Corinthians 15—he laid it on the 

table:  ―If you can disprove the resurrection, everything in Christianity falls.‖  And now, two 

thousand years later, no one has been able to do that.  The evidence for the historical life, death, and 

resurrection of Jesus is overwhelming; our message is rooted in historical fact.  There was a time in 

history where grace appeared—this epiphany that God kept His promise.  Why did He do that?   

 

...bringing salvation to all men, (Vs.11b) 

 

Bringing salvation is kind of a summary of the message—the fact that we, as sinful people, could 

not exist in the presence of a holy God.  So God Himself became a man in order to be executed on a 

cross, to take our sins upon Himself, to die our death on the cross.  He was buried and rose again 

and offers His salvation as a gift of His grace.  It‘s not something we earn; it‘s not something we 

perform for; it‘s simply something we receive.  And the gift is made to...all people.   

 

Now some people would try to alter that...all men...to say all of the elect, or all types of people, or 

all ethnicities.  But it‘s really important that we don‘t mess with what the text obviously says, 

because the whole point of this part of the text is the gift of salvation is freely offered to all people. 

And the basis by which that could be true is because it is a gift of God‘s grace.   Were it not for this 

scandalous thing we call grace, salvation could never be freely offered to...all people. 

 

We live in a culture where people often are offended by what they refer to as the exclusivity of the 

gospel.  On one hand that is true.  On the other hand it is the most inclusive message out there.  It‘s 

exclusive in the sense that, ―Yes, we do believe there‘s only one way to God.‖  Jesus was very clear 
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about that. ―I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.‖  In 

that sense it is exclusive.  But we have to understand, because of this scandalous nature of grace, it 

is also the most inclusive message. 

 

Every world religion is built on the same basic premise—that on the basis of religious works, on the 

basis of my good works, on the basis of me following through these different religious activities, 

eventually I can somehow merit some favor with God.  And every world religion offers this idea 

that the best of the best will make it in.  What that‘s saying then is, ―The rest are lost; the rest have 

no hope.‖  Think of it this way:  Imagine you‘re in a race with a whole bunch of people who are the 

best athletes in the world, only you have to start the race a hundred yards farther behind.  

Realistically, what chance do you have to win that race?  If you‘re sitting here this morning and you 

have blown it, you‘ve messed up.  You‘ve made some bad decisions because of what you have done 

or others have done to you, but you would say that you‘re far from that perfection that somehow is 

going to earn God‘s favor.  There is no way that you can possibly ever catch up with the best of the 

best.  That‘s the nature of religion.  It‘s driven by fear; it‘s driven by anxiety and most people, at the 

end of the day, realize that if God only takes the high performers, that won‘t be me.  So it leads to 

fear and it leads to anxiety and it leads to despair and it leads to hopelessness because religion, by 

its very nature, is very exclusive.  The winning prize is reduced down to a handful, who think they 

are the best of the best. 

 

The message of this scandalous thing we call grace is that your performance has nothing to do with 

it.  It is irrelevant what is in your past.  It is irrelevant what you have done.  It is irrelevant what has 

been done to you.  It is irrelevant how many ways you have messed up.  It has nothing to do with 

your ability to perform.  This isn‘t a race reserved for the best of the best.  It is that Jesus did for you 

what you could not do for yourself.  By taking your death upon Himself, on the cross, to pay for 

your sins, He freely offers you His gift of salvation.  All you must do is receive it.  When it says 

this...salvation to all men...it doesn‘t mean everyone is saved.  It is not universalism.  The Bible is 

very clear that ―whosoever believes shall have eternal life‖.  Your responsibility is simply—by 

faith—to say, ―Ok, I get it; I‘ve messed up.  God offers me a gift and I freely receive it to 

experience His salvation.‖  Verse 12: (This grace then...) 

 

...instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires...  

 

As a result of this message of grace, as a result of this salvation, I say, ―No,‖ to ungodliness and I 

say, ―No,‖ to worldly desires.  When he is talking about ungodliness, basically what he‘s talking 

about is any behavior in my life that is offensive to God, but the root to that is this decision to be my 

own god—that‘s what is at the core.  There is nothing more ungodly than me saying, ―I‘m god; I‘m 

going to run my own life.  I‘m going to decide what‘s right and wrong.  I‘m going to satisfy my 

own needs; I‘m going to fulfill my own desires; I‘m going to make myself happy.‖  That‘s the core 

issue; that‘s the core of ungodliness which fits then with worldly desires.  It‘s not limited to just a 

bunch of bad things that we do.  These are the exact same terms used in 1 John that, ―This is the 

world, the lust of the flesh, the desire of the flesh‖.  It‘s the same word we had in James, Chapter 1.  

The core issue is the lust, the desire within us that longs to be our own god, to make ourselves 

happy, to run our own lives, to give ourselves value.  That‘s ultimately the core issue in our worldly 

desires.  Every sin, every activity that is offensive to God, ultimately flows out of that core issue.  

To have a worldly desire is to say, ―I reject God as God.  I‘m going to be my own god, and I‘m 

going to do it myself.‖ It‘s really important to understand, religion appeals to that.  That‘s what 

makes religion so popular with people.  It appeals to something deep within me that I want.  I want 

to be able to say, ―I did this.‖  I want to be able to say, ―I did it myself.  I earned it.  I merited this.‖  
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Somehow, on the basis of my performance, I pleased God.  It appeals to me because religion allows 

me to continue to be the god of my own life and just add some religious activity.  But if you believe 

and embrace the message of grace, then you say, ―No‖.  You say, ―No‖ to ungodliness and worldly 

desires and you say ―yes‖... 

 

...to live sensibly...   
 

We‘ve seen that word a lot in Titus.  It means to live skillfully, to live out of the truth that we 

have just presented. To live... 

 

...righteously (to do the right things) 

...and godly (in alignment with God, submitted to God, acknowledging God is God) 

...in this present age,  (Vs. 12) 

 

Now it‘s really important not to miss that.  This salvation is not just a ticket to heaven.  It affects the 

way we live today.  Today I say, ―No,‖ to ungodliness and worldly desires and today I choose to do 

the right thing.  Today I choose to live in alignment with God and His plan and His purpose.  I live 

out the reality of this new life.  I have been set free.  I should live the reality of that every day.  But 

all the while...verse 13: 

 

...looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and 

Savior, Jesus Christ;  

 

A great statement of the deity of Christ: our God and Savior, Jesus Christ.  I‘m looking for that 

second epiphany.  That word...looking...is the Greek word that was used to describe, for example, 

Simeon when he was looking for the first epiphany—the coming of the Messiah.  It‘s the word used 

for a lot of people in the gospels looking for the Messiah.  The first epiphany has happened.  God 

entered into human history and paid the price for salvation.  What we‘re waiting for today is the 

second epiphany—for the return of Christ.  Now there are many people today that would find this 

rather laughable.  To them it sounds like science fiction, this idea that somehow God is going to 

return.  But I would pose this question:  If Jesus perfectly fulfilled the promise on the first epiphany 

and the historical evidence overwhelmingly supports that, what would be the basis for thinking He 

won‘t keep his promise to come again?  It seems to me, based on the historical evidence, it would 

take more faith to doubt the return of Christ than it would to believe the return of Christ.  He kept 

His promise.  He came once and we await His coming again.  If that is today, this is my last day 

with any struggle; this is my last day with any pain; this is my last day with any sorrow; this is my 

last day with any disappointment.  So I live it out in the trenches even when it‘s hard, knowing 

there‘s a better day coming. 

 

The hope—whenever you see that word in the New Testament it always means something that is 

guaranteed, something that is sure, but it‘s yet future.  It‘s never wishful thinking.  It‘s always 

something that is guaranteed but it‘s yet future.  The hope of the gospel is that this world is not it.  

This is not as good as it gets.  This is not what God wanted.  The hope of the gospel is for now.  He 

offers salvation that we live out today with the promise that He is coming back to fulfill every 

longing, every passion, every desire we have for a life that is different from this life. 

 

...looking for the blessed hope and the appearing... (the second epiphany) 

of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ; (this One who is coming back) 
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Verse 14:  

 

...who gave Himself for us,  

 

Two huge theological points there:  One, He willingly gave Himself.  Jesus didn‘t end up on the 

cross because the plan went badly, because everything fell apart.  Jesus stated from the beginning of 

His mission, that‘s why He came.  That was the plan; that was the promise for hundreds of years 

that He would ultimately shed His blood to atone for our sin.  And He says...who gave Himself for 

us.  We refer to that as the substitutionary death of Christ.  He didn‘t die to show us how to die.  He 

died in our place.  He died for us.  He died our death on the cross by taking our sins upon Himself.  

Why would He do that?   

 

...who gave Himself for us, to redeem us from every lawless deed... 

 

That is an amazing statement!  The more I understand this concept of redemption, the more excited 

it makes me.  The word redemption comes out of the slave market.  It‘s a financial term.  It means 

to pay the ransom, to redeem, to buy back.  Basically the word redemption carries the idea that the 

purchase price was paid through the blood of Jesus, in order that He might redeem us back from our 

messes, redeem us back from our heartaches, redeem us back from our abuses, redeem us back from 

our lawless deeds.  At the end of the day, the return of Christ is the promise that the One who died 

for us is the One who promised that He will redeem everything back that sin has taken away.  And, 

at the end of the day, all creation—all things—will be redeemed back as God‘s ultimate statement 

of victory: ―I win!‖ Every mess we‘ve made, every way that we have wrecked our lives, everything 

that has been done to us, every heartache, every broken heart, everything that has been messed up 

because of sin, ultimately, is somehow made right by the One who has promised to redeem us from 

our lawlessness. 

 

 ...and to purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds. 

 

This is an amazing statement.  Why would He do that?  He redeemed us back that He might purify 

us, that He might wash us clean, that we would be God‘s own possession, that we would be God‘s 

people, that we would be His child.  We‘ve made a mess of things and we live with the 

consequences of that every day.  But in the middle of the mess, God Himself became flesh and was 

willing to take our punishment upon Himself, on the cross.  Why?  In order that we might be 

washed clean, that we might be His possession, that we might be His child, that we might spend 

forever with Him in Paradise which is what He‘s always wanted for us.   

 

Often in the world of stewardship we say things like, ―He owns the cattle on a thousand hills.‖  

―God owns everything; we‘re just the steward of it.‖  That is correct, but have you ever stopped to 

think about this God, who owns it all, had to purchase one thing back?  That‘s you.  He owns 

everything, every sunset, every mountain range, every ocean, every universe.  It all belongs to Him 

but the one thing He longs for the most was the one thing He had to purchase with His own blood— 

and that‘s you!  He so wanted you to be His child, that He entered into this mess and gave up His 

own life and shed His blood to purchase you, so you could be with Him forever.  And that is a gift 

freely offered to anyone who simply is willing to receive it. 
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He says the outflow of that is we would be zealous for good works.  We‘re not trying to impress 

God.  We‘re not trying to win God‘s favor.  We‘re not trying to fill some religious activity.  It just 

flows out of us because of this new life, this life of grace, because of what it means to be a child of 

God and to be zealous for the things that God cares about. 

 

Verse 15: 

 

These things speak and exhort and reprove with all authority.  Let no one 

disregard you. 

 

In other words he gets to verse 15 and he says, ―This is our message.‖  This is what we‘ve been 

called to steward, to define it, to defend it, and to proclaim it.  And the exhortation is: Don‘t ever let 

anybody stop you.  Don‘t ever let anybody silence you.  Don‘t ever let anybody contaminate this 

message of grace with religious activity.  Define it; defend it and proclaim it!   

 

I would be the first one to grant you, ―Sometimes life is really hard.‖  Sometimes it breaks your 

heart.  Sometimes there are things we just simply can‘t understand or explain.  Sometimes we‘ve 

just made such a mess of things that it feels like there‘s no way God could ever desire a relationship 

with me, but that‘s the whole point.  God reaches into the midst of our pain.  He reaches into the 

midst of our messes.  He reaches into the midst of our sin and He offers us this salvation—to be 

wiped clean on the basis of His shed blood, to be His child and to spend forever with Him in 

Paradise—a salvation that is freely offered to those who simply receive it.   

 

 

Our Father, we are thankful this morning for the wonder of that message.  Lord, 

it just seems scandalous; it’s so contrary to everything in this world.  Lord, give 

us the faith to believe that this is true.  Lord, I know there are those sitting here 

this morning that maybe have had a lot of religion, but, Lord, if they were to be 

honest, they have never really experienced a personal relationship with Jesus.  

They have never really, by faith, received this unimaginable gift.  Lord, there are 

those here this morning who have convinced themselves, because of all their 

messes and all they have done, there’s no way You could ever want them.  Lord, 

help them to understand this morning that You so long to have them as Your 

child, You died for them.  And this morning You are begging them to receive the 

gift.  Lord, we pray that in Jesus’ name.  Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
*Scripture taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 

Copyright 1960, 1962, 1963, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1987, 1988, 

The Lockman Foundation.  Used by permission. 

Lincoln Berean Church, 6400 S. 70th, Lincoln, NE 68516   (402) 483-6512   
Copyright 2011 – Bryan Clark.  All rights reserved. 
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March 19/20, 2011 
Grace Has Appeared 

Living Truth: A Study in the Book of Titus 
Titus 2:11-15 

Pastor Bryan Clark 
 

Opening Discussion 
1. What is necessary for salvation to be truly offered to all people?  Is a performance based religion 

truly inclusive or exclusive?  Why? 

 

 

 

2. Share your own personal story of salvation.  What brought you to an understanding of the grace of 

God and the Salvation He offers? 

 

Bible Study 
1. Review what you‘ve learned in Titus so far.  What has been the main focus? 

 

 

2. Read Titus 2:11-14.  Explain 2:11.  What does Paul mean by ―grace appeared‖ and how 

does that bring salvation to ―all men?‖   Is there any other way to bring salvation to all 

people other than grace?  Explain. 

 

 

3. In what way does grace instruct us (train us) to live according to 2:12? 

 

 

4. Why is the return of Christ the ―blessed hope‖?  How does that affect how we live our lives 

today?  What reason do we have to believe He will ―appear‖ again? 

 

 

5. What did He (our great God and Savior Christ Jesus) do for us and why did He do it? 

 

6. Put all this together in 2:11-14.  Why is the Gospel ―good news?‖  What makes this ―healthy 

doctrine‖? 

 

 

7. Because this is true (2:11-14), what should we do with this message? 

 

 



8 

 

Application 

1. How should you respond to this text?  What is God saying to you? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. How do you apply 2:15?  What does that look like in your sphere of influence?  
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