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A couple of weeks ago in the family series I defined the purpose of the family as to perpetuate the 

Kingdom of God from generation to generation, maybe in simple terms, to pass God on.  I would 

certainly say the same is true of the church family.  There is pretty much a correlation between your 

family at home and the church family in just about everything.  I think the purpose of the church 

family is to perpetuate the Kingdom of God from generation to generation, to pass God on.  That 

includes many things, but certainly one of those priorities is to steward this magnificent truth that 

has set us free, to steward it in such a way that we pass it on to the next generation.  But of course 

the logical question is, ―How do we do that?‖   

 

In the family series I talked about one of the primary roles of the parent is to teach our children.  

But about ten percent of that, maybe at the most, is kind of formal teaching.  About ninety percent 

of it is modeling—it’s just informal—in doing life together and helping our children understand 

what this truth looks like lived out in the most ordinary, everyday circumstances.  I would say the 

same thing is true in the church family.  When we talk about passing this body of truth on from 

generation to generation, I would say maybe ten percent of it is formal teaching.  About ninety 

percent of it is modeling—it’s living life together in the trenches and trying to help one another 

understand what does this look like—this magnificent truth—lived out in the most ordinary, 

everyday circumstances of life?   

 

The reason that’s so important to understand is because what we’re talking about is not merely the 

transference of information.  We’re not talking about just a doctrinal statement that we’re trying to 

pass on from one generation to the other—so this information goes from our heads to their heads.  

What we’re talking about is a way of life.  What we’re talking about is what we’re going to live for. 

What does this look like actually lived out in the most ordinary circumstances of life?  

 

One of the sobering realities that we as a church have to wrestle with is: if this generation doesn’t 

live the truth, there is little or no chance that the next generation will have the slightest interest in 

listening to the truth.  So the place to start, when we think about stewarding this truth, is to live the 

truth in order that the next generation will be open to listening to the truth.  That’s what we want to 

talk about today.  If you have a Bible, turn with us to Titus, Chapter 2. 

 

Just a little bit of review: Paul has left Titus on the island of Crete with the responsibility of 

appointing leaders, in order to straighten out a mess there and get the church back on track.  Last 

week we learned that there were false teachers that had been allowed into the church to teach and it 

had created all kinds of confusion.  We don’t know a lot of specifics but we do know the primary 

teaching was Jewish legalism, what Paul refers to as the circumcision.  He says they basically were 

involved in Old Testament myths—Jewish myths—which basically is a reference to this fanciful 

theology that comes from just cherry-picking verses out of the Old Testament, misrepresenting the 

Old Testament you might say, and the commandments of men; those are the two things he identifies.  
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Now last weekend somebody asked me what I thought was an excellent question: ―If these are the 

commandments of God, how are they the commandments of men?‖  In other words, the 

commandments of men, when you look at that phrase—it comes out of the book of Isaiah—and it’s 

repeated multiple times in the New Testament.  It’s repeated by Jesus; it’s repeated by Paul when he 

wrote to the church in Colossae and when you look at those specific cases, it’s talking about Old 

Testament commands.  It’s talking about the Sabbath; it’s talking about festivals and feasts and 

special days; it’s talking about dietary laws.  Aren’t those the commandments of God?  And that’s 

what makes this so tricky.  It’s because, ―Yes, that is true.‖  But think of it this way: Any time we 

take a commandment of God and misrepresent that for a purpose God didn’t intend, the 

commandment of God has now become the commandment of man.  When Jesus talked about the 

dietary laws to the Pharisees, what He was saying is, ―Yes, God did command certain dietary laws 

in the old covenant,‖ but when they were using those laws as a means to make themselves more 

righteous, as a means to make themselves more acceptable to God, that was using God’s 

commandments in a way that God never intended.  At that point they’re no longer the 

commandments of God.  They have now become the commandments of men.  So just because 

somebody is repeating something that shows up in the Old Testament doesn’t mean that they’re 

representing it correctly.  It doesn’t mean they’re using it the way that God intended.  So the 

commandments of God can become the commandments of men and that’s exactly what Paul is 

identifying.   

 

He says the result of that is: it defiles our thinking; it defiles our mind; it defiles our conscience.  It 

basically means our thinking becomes tainted.  It’s exactly what happened to the Galatian believers.  

The Galatian believers started on the basis of faith, but somewhere along the way began to believe 

on the basis of the flesh—on the basis of their works—they could complete the deal.  And Paul 

confronts them in Galatians, chapter 3.  He says, ―You foolish Galatians!  You started on the basis 

of the Spirit.  What makes you think you can perfect this in the flesh?‖  When Paul was writing to 

the church in Colossae, talking about these commandments of men, he said, ―You know they have 

the appearance of wisdom but ultimately they’re destructive.‖  When I begin to entertain—even to 

the slightest degree—that there’s something I can do or not do that somehow merits favor with God, 

that somehow makes me more acceptable to God, more righteous to God, more of anything in the 

eyes of God, my thinking has now become tainted to where it now contaminates everything I do.  

Everything I do now has a questionable motive.  It affects the reason I serve; it affects the reason I 

give; it affects the reason I do everything.  And it ultimately ends up to where, because my works 

are tainted, I can now do no real good work in the eyes of God.  That’s where we left the text last 

week.  We pick it up in chapter 2, then, verse 1: 

 

But as for you, (this is the contrast—contrary to the false teachers, he’s saying to Titus) 

speak the things which are fitting for sound doctrine. (*NASB, Titus 2:1) 

 

The word speak there is not talking about so much, having a little chat.  It’s more the idea of what 

we would say teaching, teaching things that are fitting for sound doctrine.  Now it’s really important 

that we get verse 1 correct.  If you have an NIV it says ―things which are in accordance with sound 

doctrine.‖  It’s a very unfortunate translation.  Almost all the commentators agree that’s very 

unfortunate because it’s not what the text means.  That makes it sound like you should teach things 

that are doctrinally correct.  And while that is true, that’s not what this verse is saying.  What this 

verse is saying is we need to teach things that are fitting, that are promoting right doctrine.  In other 

words, when you go through the text, what you find out the things are, is how we live.  And the idea 

of verse 1 is we should teach one another to live in a way that reflects right doctrine.  In other 
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words, for the truth to have credibility, we should live like it’s true.  And that’s basically what the 

text is about.   

 

When he says ...sound doctrine, that’s an interesting phrase.  It showed up in chapter 1, verse 9.  It 

will show up several times in the book of Titus.  The word sound is a Greek word that means 

healthy.  This is really helpful just to think about.  What we’re talking about is healthy doctrine.  

This isn’t just an issue of being right.  This is an issue of spiritual health.  That which is false is 

destructive.  That which is true produces health in our lives.  So, for example, one of the areas 

where churches disagree is in the area of eschatology—the End times—how eventually this is all 

going to work out...and there’s lots of disagreement.  I would not say that’s an issue of health in 

terms of doctrine.  It’s just a difference of opinion.  There are other differences that get more into 

the issue of health.  This is just spiritually unhealthy to believe.  Certainly legalism would be very 

unhealthy.  It is very destructive.  It’s not just a difference of opinion; it’s the difference between 

being healthy and unhealthy.   

So when you process doctrine, it’s really important to understand this isn’t just an issue of being 

right.  This isn’t just an issue of, ―I’m right and you’re wrong‖.  This isn’t just getting the facts 

straight, like we’re going to have some sort of a quiz when we get to heaven.  This is about whether 

or not we live our lives in a healthy way—because ultimately the truth sets us free.  The truth makes 

us healthy spiritually, emotionally, mentally, physically—in a holistic sense.  So that’s just a helpful 

way to think about it.   

So when you think about it that way, the mission of the church is to be healthy.  I don’t think the 

mission of the church is to sit down and think, ―How can we reach more people?‖ in the sense of 

how can we put more people in a building?  How can we grow the numbers?  Whenever the mission 

is to get more people, that always leads you off-track.  The mission is always: How do we become 

healthy? —understanding that being healthy always has as a by-product—growth.  If you’re a 

healthy Christian, you’re always thinking about reaching lost people and growing and expanding 

the kingdom.  But the ultimate end is not how many people can we fit in a building.  It’s what is 

necessary to be healthy as the people of God, understanding then, that growth is a natural by-

product of that.  Another way of saying it is: if a church isn’t growing numerically, they shouldn’t 

think about growing numerically.  They should think about what do we need to do to get healthy?  

That’s the real problem.  It’s not having some sort of a fancy program that’s going to bring new 

people to the door.  It’s what do we need to do to get healthy?  That’s ultimately going to bring 

more people through the door.   

Paul goes on then, and identifies five different groups—and we’re not going to really belabor all 

these descriptions.  Like with the elders, this isn’t really a checklist; it’s just a basic profile.  In 

some ways it’s just common sense.  It’s a snapshot of what we should look like if we’re living out 

the truth.  The first category is older men.  Verse 2: 

Older men are to be temperate… 

 

It’s a word that means to be sober-minded.  It means to be grounded.  It means to be stable or 

secure.  It’d be easy to slip by this one fairly quickly, but it’s really important to understand in a 

culture such as ours—we’ve been talking about it as a Nietzschen culture—if there is really a belief 

that there’s no ultimate reality, that there’s no absolute truth, what that translates into is, then 

nothing is nailed down.  Everything’s up for grabs and what that produces is tremendous anxiety; it 
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produces tremendous fear and insecurity.  If that’s really true, then we’re constantly standing on 

sand and we feel this sense in which the sand is washing away and there’s no stability in the world.  

I think we’ve raised an entire generation that feels that.  There’s a sense of despair.  There’s a sense 

of insecurity and fear that, ―I don’t think anything’s nailed down anymore‖—and that’s a fearful 

way to live. Even Nietzsche himself couldn’t live in such a world.   

 

What the text is saying is: if we really have the truth, if Jesus was right and there is absolute truth, 

there is an absolute reality and it’s the truth that sets us free, then we should be dramatically 

different.  We should reflect a lifestyle that’s stable, a lifestyle that’s secure, a way of life that feels 

grounded, where, when this generation looks at us, they have a sense in which that person seems 

like they’re grounded; there’s some security; like they’re standing on a rock instead of sand —and 

there’s something about that that’s very appealing in a culture such as ours. 

 

...should be dignified, (that just basically means respectful or worthy of respect) 

...sensible… (This is the one description that shows up in all the lists here in Titus.) 

 

Basically the word means common sense, sensible, wise.  I like the definition of wisdom to be 

skillful at living.  It’s an interesting way to think about it.  This is a person who seems to be skilled 

at living.  Whether you talk about your finances, whether you talk about your relationships, whether 

you’re talking about your vocation—whatever you’re talking about—there seems to be a sense of 

skill and this person lives in a skillful fashion and there’s something about that that’s very 

appealing.   

 

...sound (or healthy) in faith, in love, and in perseverance. (Vs. 2) 

 

Those three go together grammatically.  Healthy in faith which means this is someone that seems 

to know what he or she believes—healthy in their belief system.  Healthy in love would be healthy 

in how we treat people.  And then ...healthy in perseverance.  Now that’s interesting.  Usually we 

have this triad of faith, hope and love.  In this case you have faith and love, but the third one is 

perseverance; it’s endurance.   

 

In the first century it was really hard to be a Christian, so it was a challenging thing to persevere—

to endure to the end—a sense in which this truth has set me free and I’m going to believe this all the 

way to the finish line.  One way to think about this is when a younger generation is looking at an 

older generation.  One of the things they want to know is, ―What does this look like after ten years, 

twenty years, thirty years, forty years?  I want to know where I’m headed.  If I’m going to commit 

to this thing, what does it actually look like when you get closer to the finish line?   

 

Now this is the best way to think about this: If you, as an older Christian—a senior adult—over 

time, have become selfish, crabby, critical, disconnected, how should this younger generation find 

that appealing?  I’m telling you, they watch you.  And this is very discouraging for them to look at 

you and to think, ―This is where this is all going?  This is the finish line after thirty, forty, fifty years 

of walking with Jesus?  That’s what I should expect?‖  It would be very easy at that point to get 

cynical and say, ―Hey, count me out!  I don’t want that!‖  If you want to find seniors like that, you 

can find them in any church; just like you could find a hypocrite in any church.  If that’s what 

you’re looking for, you can find them.   

 

But, in this particular local church, if you want to find senior adults who get this, who live with a 

sense of purpose, who live with a sense of mission, who live with a sense of joy, I’m telling you 
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they’re all over this place.  One of the things that Lincoln Berean has been blessed with is a 

fabulous group of senior adults.  These are people that love us; they encourage us; they’re generous 

to us; they serve us.  I mean, think about this just in the last year.  For us they pulled off the tailgate 

party, which was a few weeks ago, then this chili feed.  They’re people who consistently model for 

us what this faith should look like, lived out all the way to the finish line.  And I think it’s very 

important that we as a congregation understand and affirm that these people are a wonderful gift to 

us.  If you want to see somebody that models this well, they’re not hard to find in this congregation. 

(applause) 

 

Here’s the challenge for those of us, for example, that are Baby Boomers—that would basically be 

my generation.  The generation before us has modeled this beautifully and passed it on to us and the 

challenge we have now is, ―What will we do with what we’ve been given?  How will we model 

what it looks like to endure to the finish line?‖  My prayer would be that we would model it as 

beautifully as they have modeled it for us.  Verse 3: 

 

Older women... (This is the second category; you have older men, now older women.) 

...likewise… 

 

When you see the word likewise in this text, it’s just a creative way of saying: everything that was 

previously discussed applies to the older women.  In other words it’s not a new list; it’s just 

continuing on.  There’s no need to repeat all those things again.  So the older women, likewise, just 

like the men, with a few distinctions.   

 

Now before we go through the list here, it would probably be helpful to at least get some 

understanding of the first century culture, as it related to women, and particularly older women.  

Now when we’re talking about older women, we’re probably talking in the first century about 

middle-thirties and up.   The reason is this:  In the first century culture, women were highly 

devalued.  They had very little opportunity.  It wasn’t like they could go out and pursue a career.  So 

basically the idea was that their value was in having children and raising those children.  But most 

of these women were having children in their mid-teens.  So they got married early; they had 

children early; those children would leave the home in their early-teens so you could easily be an 

empty-nester in your thirties.  Think about that!  In a culture where your only value was the raising 

of children and, somewhere in your thirties, you’re done with that.  For the rest of your life, by and 

large, you had no value.  You were basically ignored and discarded.  If that’s true, then it produced 

behavior that was very unfortunate.  It was very common then for these women to spend their days 

drinking—drunkenness was a huge problem—and getting into all kinds of mischief.  So, if you kind 

of lay that as a backdrop to this text, it makes a little bit more sense. 

 

Older women likewise are to be reverent in their behavior… 

 

That word reverent is an interesting word.  It’s a very religious term.  It basically means a behavior 

that would be fitting for a sacred person.  You can kind of feel the religious overtones of that—

someone that was in kind of a sacred role, a sacred religion, ought to live that way. I think the 

application that Paul intends is to understand that Jesus and the New Testament writers elevated the 

value of women ten times over.  The first century had never valued women the way Paul and Jesus 

and Peter and the writers of the New Testament valued them.  So suddenly the bar went way up, 

contrary to the culture.  I think the idea, then, is that these women should live in such a way that it 

reflects the new value, that if Paul and Jesus and the other writers are going to portray you with 

such high value—such sacredness—then you should live in such a way that that seems to be true.  
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You should live in such a way that seems to have integrity.  I think that’s what he’s talking about 

there. 

…not malicious gossips, nor enslaved to much wine... 

Grammatically those two things go together and it’s really not hard to imagine.  The formula would 

basically be: more wine, more gossip.  That’s kind of the intent of the text there.  More wine, more 

gossip—you get where that goes.  The idea of malicious gossip—we would refer to it as slander—I 

think the best way to understand this, in practical terms, goes to intent.  There’s nothing wrong with 

talking about someone else.  You might talk about someone else to know more about them or to try 

to better understand them or to try and process something that maybe is going on at work or with a 

neighbor or a friend.  There’s nothing wrong with that but, if the intent is to do harm, if the intent is 

to tear down a reputation, if the intent is to cause someone else to think less of that person, that’s 

slander; that’s malicious gossip and it’s wrong.  It’s completely inappropriate.  The idea was that 

these women would sit around; they’d drink too much wine, and then they basically would talk 

about everybody else.  Some of the other texts refer to them as being busy-bodies—kind of poking 

their nose in everybody else’s business.  The call is for them to not be that way, to rise above that, 

to live with a sense of purpose.  

 

…teaching what is good... 

 

Good is what’s noble, what’s right, what’s moral.  Just as a side note, it says here they are to be 

teaching what is good.  When you’re trying to sort out what is the biblical role of women in the 

church, it gets complicated and one example of that would be: You go to 1Timothy 2 and it says 

women are not to teach; you go to Titus 2 and it says women are to teach and you find yourself 

saying, ―Okay, which is it?‖  Well we’re not going to sort that out today; it’s just a recognition that 

they are to teach.  There may be different forms of teaching, different categories of teaching.  This 

is a Greek word that would be a little bit more informal. 

 

…teaching what is good so that they may encourage the young women to love their 

husbands and to love their children... (Vs. 3b-4) 

 

The word encourage there means to come alongside.  It means to train.  We would probably use 

the word to mentor.  So the older women are to mentor the younger women in how to love their 

husband, how to love their children.  Now most mothers would say they really don’t need someone 

to help them love their children.  That’s just kind of their natural instinct.  They may, at times, need 

help in loving their husband, but it’s not talking about stirring up some emotion.  It’s talking about 

how do you do that?  Anytime we talk about family and parenting—those kinds of subjects—just 

like we did a couple of weeks ago, the comment I get most often is, ―Why didn’t somebody tell me 

this twenty years ago?‖  But all of us feel that way!  None of us start our parenting career knowing 

anything.  You just kind of figure it out along the way and that’s part of the discouraging part of 

parenting.  Once you finally figure something out, your kids are grown and gone.   

 

But what if we could take what we learned and mentor those that are just starting the journey?  

That’s basically what the text is talking about.  Once we’ve been through the process, haven’t we 

learned something?  In this case, women, haven’t you learned something about what it means to 

love your husband?  What does that actually look like day in and day out, through the ups and 

downs and the seasons of life?  And what does it actually look like to love your children in a 

meaningful way and what are the things you struggle through; what are the things that you learn?  

What have you gained that you can pass on to these young wives and mothers?  That’s the heartbeat 

of what’s being said there.  



7 

 

 

I don’t think, either, it would be limited to just loving husbands and loving children.  I think we can 

think of it both for men and women, ―What have we learned along the way?  What have we learned 

about life in the marketplace?  What have we learned about life and money?  What have we learned 

about life in relationships?  What have we learned about what it looks like to be a Christian in this 

vocation or that vocation or whatever it might happen to be?‖  It’s really a call to say: somewhere 

along the way, can’t we help the next generation understand this is what it looks like, lived out in 

the most ordinary circumstances of life?  Now there’s a lot of the older generation that would 

quickly say, ―Well I don’t think really the younger generation wants to listen to me.‖  I would say, 

―That is completely false.‖  What I hear, from this generation, is they definitely do want to listen 

and learn.  They want to know how to avoid the mistakes, in order to live their lives well. Verse 5: 

 

...to be sensible...(There’s our word again—to be skilled at living.) 

...pure...(I think that word is referring to sexual purity.  These would have been girls in       

           their mid-teen years and I think that’s probably the reference there.)   

...workers at home...(Some translations say, busy at home.) 

 

Now this is not saying that every wife and mother should only work at home.  Through the 

years people have used this phrase to say that, but that’s ridiculous.  To think that, in the first 

century, women had all these career options and so they had to be told, ―You have to stay 

home,‖ is a ridiculous translation of the text.  What it is saying is, ―You should not just sit 

home and drink wine and talk about other people.‖  The idea was you should be productive; 

you should be busy; there’s lots to do.  So again, whether you’re a working mother, whether 

you’re a stay-at-home mother isn’t really the point.  The point is to live your life in a 

productive way, to live your life for the things that matter, to be busy about the things that 

ultimately matter. 

 

…to be kind...(which is fairly obvious) 

 ...to be subject to your own husbands… 

 

We talked about this a couple of weeks ago in the family series.  Basically, every single wife will 

either be a completer or a competer at home.  There is no middle ground on this.  Either you’re 

going to partner up with your husband in order to be a team—to rightly picture Christ and His 

church—or you’re going to compete with your husband and create conflict, which is going to be a 

terrible witness to the truth that sets us free. So the appeal is to partner up and, as a team, rightly 

picture the relationship between Christ and His church.  Why? 

 

…so that the word of God will not be dishonored.  

 

This goes back to what we said at verse 1.  Why is this so important?  Because if we are not willing 

to live the truth, we have no reason to believe that the next generation is going to listen to the truth.  

When we don’t live the truth, we dishonor it; we cause it to lack integrity; we cause it to lack 

credibility.  If our lives are all messed up, why would anyone want to know our belief system?  

They simply look at our lives and say, ―I don’t want my life to be like that.  Therefore, I’m not 

really interested in what you have to say.‖  So for the word of God not to be dishonored, we must 

live our lives in such a way that the truth is appealing. That’s the point.  Verse 6: 

 

Likewise...(Again likewise goes back up through—this all applies—everything that has  

    previously been said—to the young men.  He only adds one more:  
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…urge the young men to be sensible; (To be sensible, to be skilled at living—this is  

         one that shows up in all the lists.) Then he turns his attention to Titus specifically: 

 

…in all things show yourself to be an example of good deeds... (Vs. 7a) 

 

The word example is the word from which we get our English word type, as in typewriter—for 

those of us that remember what one of those was—or moveable type in a print shop.  It’s basically a 

dye that stamps an image.  And so it’s just an image of a cookie-cutter; it’s a picture of a pattern.  

And so he says to Titus, ―You need to be the pattern; you need to live out this doctrine that you’re 

teaching.‖   

 

...with purity in doctrine...(I think that’s contrary to the defiled, the false teaching of  

        chapter1. This needs to be unstained, pure in doctrine.) 

...dignified (which again means respectable), 

... sound (or healthy) in speech which is beyond reproach, so that the opponent will be 

put to shame, having nothing bad to say about us.  (Vs. 7b-8) 

 

Again, the emphasis is on: you need to live this way so that the truth has integrity.  I think we 

understand as Christians, there are always going to be opponents that will criticize.  The issue is 

whether the criticism sticks or not.  By and large, if you’re guilty of what you’ve been criticized of, 

it will stick.  If you’re not, it will fade away.  I can’t affect whether or not people criticize me, but 

whether or not it has sticking power has to do with whether it’s legitimate or not.  What Paul is 

telling Titus is, ―Live in such a way and teach in such a way that, when your opponents criticize, 

they’ll ultimately be shamed because it’s obvious that the criticism isn’t really true.‖  The final 

category is in verse 9: 

 

Urge bondslaves to be subject to their own masters... 

 

Now people often have a lot of concerns related to slavery in the New Testament and trying to sort 

all of that out.  You just have to understand; the Roman culture was really different than, for 

example, slavery in America or in Great Britain.  Basically slavery was what drove the Roman 

Empire.  It was a huge portion of the empire.  You could be a slave in the Roman Empire and be a 

medical doctor; you could be a school teacher; you could be a professional.  It was even not so 

uncommon for people, who were free, to sell themselves into slavery because you could actually 

provide for yourself a better life than if you weren’t cutting it yourself as your own business owner. 

Is it what God wanted?  Absolutely not!  God never approved of it.  But if the mission of the church 

was to try to overturn slavery in the Roman Empire, it would have been an absolute bloodbath— 

hundreds of thousands of dead bodies and the end of the mission of the church.  There was enough 

sense to realize that, ultimately, if this is going to change, we need to live this truth, so that people 

would believe the truth and, in time, that would overturn slavery.  And that’s exactly what 

happened.  As the church expanded —the Roman Empire, finally—the whole idea of slavery was 

overturned.  So it says: 

 

…bondslaves to be subject to their own masters in everything... 

 

Now, whenever you have the in everything—you have this with wives too, be subject to your 

husbands in everything—there’s always an assumption that that means everything that is not 

illegal, everything that’s not immoral, everything that’s not contrary to what God wants.  Your 
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allegiance to God always supersedes any other relationship.  So everything doesn’t mean a blank 

check; it just means everything that’s right, everything that isn’t illegal or immoral in some way.   

 

...to be well-pleasing...(basically is just a demeanor, just to be a pleasing person) 

...not argumentative, not pilfering... 

 

It was really common in the first century that slaves would steal; that was part of the deal.  So the 

command is for these slaves not to practice that—as a way of saying they’re different.  Now slavery 

and modern day employment are not apples and apples, even though some of you may feel that 

way.  They’re really different, but the closest application probably would be that: your relationship 

with your employer or the employer with the employees.  One of the things, when you get to this 

part about pilfering—stealing—I think one of the frustrations that all employers have in our current 

culture, is we just by and large don’t have a very high work ethic.  I think most employers would 

say that if you were willing to show up every day to work on time and do your job, that in itself 

would be a significant witness, because it just doesn’t happen a lot out in the workplace.  It’s not 

like the bar is real high.  This is one of the places where I think we can have a huge effect—that we 

can produce an army of employers and employees that march to a different drum and have a sense 

of integrity and compassion and kindness.  This is an area where our light could shine in a 

significant way.  All of that kind of goes to this whole idea of pilfering and rising above that. 

 

…but showing all good faith so that they will adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in 

every respect. 

 

The idea of adorning doctrine is just the idea of wrapping it in flesh—that we would cloak the 

doctrine in flesh and live it out in a way that gives it credibility, that people would watch the way 

we live and have a sense in which this person seems to be skilled at living.  This person is making 

their marriage work; this person is making their family work; this person seems to be grounded, 

seems to be skilled in living, seems to be on track, seems to have a sense of meaning and purpose.  

This is a person who seems to be really healthy in what they believe and how they treat people and 

a sense of endurance to the end.  You put this whole profile together and there’s something about 

this that should be highly appealing to a generation that’s looking for help in terms of how to live 

life in a very confusing culture.   

 

What the text is basically saying is: before we get in too big of a hurry to proclaim the truth, we 

need to first make sure that we’re living the truth.  Because if we’re not living the truth, there’s no 

reason to believe the next generation will have the slightest interest in listening to the truth.  There 

has to be credibility. If this is indeed a truth that sets us free, then let’s live like free people.  Let’s 

live in such a way that this message rings true, understanding this isn’t just a transference of 

information.  We’re calling people to a way of life.   

 

Now, over the years, I’ve kind of observed this theological learning cycle—you might call it that.  I 

saw it in my own life and it seems to be fairly consistent.  It looks something like this: When people 

come to faith in Christ and get serious about their walk with God, they start to accumulate 

theological knowledge, theological information.  They might read a lot of books; they might take a 

lot of classes and they’re trying to kind of cultivate this belief system.  But what’s really driving this 

is not really a desire to live right.  It’s a desire to be right and so they’re accumulating information 

in order to be right and they quickly point out who’s right and who’s wrong.  And when that 

knowledge—when that doctrinal information—far exceeds their character, bad things happen.  It 

makes us rigid; it makes us arrogant; it makes us legalistic.  It usually shows itself either in legalism 
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or license, but there’s nothing about that that’s appealing.  And most people go through that cycle.  

Some people get stuck there; they never get out of it.  But most people finally realize, ―This system 

isn’t working for me.  It just isn’t really working in my relationships; it isn’t working in my life.  

I’m not really experiencing joy; I’m not really healthy; I’m not really skilled at living.  It’s just not 

working.‖  And sometimes there’s kind of a crash at that point.  Sometimes people drift away from 

church for awhile or they just check out and the sense is: they have tried that; it just didn’t work.  

What they tried was information, but they’ve never really understood that doctrine is meant to make 

us healthy.  In our brokenness, we start to re-examine what we believe and start to think, not in 

terms of being right, but in terms of living right.   

 

How does this truth help me to live right?  How does this help me to live a life that’s healthy, that’s 

healthy before God and healthy before others?  That’s the point where you really start to understand 

theology.  That’s the point where you really start to understand doctrine.  And the ultimate end of 

that would be that I would cultivate a passionate love affair with Jesus.  If that isn’t the end result of 

your pursuit of doctrine, then you have completely misunderstood the point.  There is a huge 

difference between being motivated to be right and being motivated to live right.  It’s only when we 

understand this is truth that causes us to live right that we’re going to create an environment where 

the next generation is going to say, ―I want to know what you believe.‖ 

 

 

 

 

Our Father, we’re thankful that You love us and You have given us Your truth.  

Lord, You’ve promised that Your truth sets us free.  But, Lord, it’s not just an 

accumulation of facts and information; it’s understanding that this is a way of 

life.  This is what affects us in the most ordinary, everyday decisions of life.  

Lord, my prayer for each of us in this generation would be that we would live the 

truth, that we would live in such a way that this truth would be appealing to the 

generation to come, that we might faithfully steward the truth that has set us free, 

from this generation to the next.  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
*Scripture taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 

Copyright 1960, 1962, 1963, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1987, 1988, 

The Lockman Foundation.  Used by permission. 

Lincoln Berean Church, 6400 S. 70th, Lincoln, NE 68516   (402) 483-6512   
Copyright 2011 – Bryan Clark.  All rights reserved. 
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March 5/6, 2011 

Living As Teaching 
Living Truth: A Study in the Book of Titus 

Titus 2:1-10 
Pastor Bryan Clark 

 

Opening Discussion 
1. Can you identify times when someone was teaching one thing but living contrary to that 

teaching?  How did that affect your ability to believe the teaching? 

 

 

2. Sometimes people say, ―do as I say not as I do.‖  Is that valid?  Why or why not? 

 

 

 

3. Which is easier, to teach the truth or to live the truth?  Why? 

 

 

Bible Study 
1. Review Titus 1:10-16.  What were the main concerns in that text? 

 

 

 

2. Read Titus 2:1-10.  Paul refers to ―sound doctrine‖ several times.  Literally it means 

―healthy doctrine.‖  What does that mean?  What is the difference between pursuing truth to 

be right and pursuing truth to be healthy?   

 

 

 

3. Why is living the truth so important according to 2:5, 8, 10?  What does that mean in your 

own words? 

 

 

 

4. Go through the text and paint a profile for Older Men, Older Women, Young women and 

young men.  To pass God’s truth on to the next generation how should we live? 
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5. In the church (any church) are we inclined to put more emphasis on being right or living 

right?  Which is harder?  Which is most important?  Why? 

 

 

 

Application 
1. List three things that challenged you from this text? 

 

 

 

 

2. What specific areas do you need to grow in so the ―word of God will not be 

dishonored?‖ 

 

 

 

 

3. What are some specific things you can do to grow in that area? 
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