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Let’s imagine that you and your family, you and some friends, head down to Kansas City. Maybe 

it’s just a fun social outing; maybe it’s some sort of a business deal. You know there’s a certain 

place you want to go but you don’t know how to get there, but that’s no problem—you have a 

navigational system. So you get about half way down and you think you’ll check it out and you put 

your information in and the voice through the navigational system says, ―Good news! All roads lead 

to your destination.‖ Would you believe that? Would you say to the people you are with, ―Hey, 

that’s really great! We can drive on any road we want and we’ll end up where want to go!‖ I’m 

going to guess there isn’t a single person in this auditorium that would accept that as a valid answer. 

Common sense would say that’s just not true. If that’s true, as it relates to getting to your 

destination in Kansas City, why wouldn’t that be all the more true when it relates to the things that 

matter forever? Last week we talked about the difference between Nietzsche and Jesus. If Nietzsche 

is right and there is no reality, then have at it! Make up your own spiritual journey; it doesn’t matter. 

But if Jesus is right, then there is an ultimate reality, and truth in essence is the GPS that gets us to 

the ultimate reality where we find life, where we find everything that our soul is longing for?  

  

Now when we’re talking about truth, we’re not just talking about what’s the difference between a 

Methodist and a Lutheran and a Catholic and a Berean and a Baptist. We’re talking about the stuff 

that affects the most ordinary decisions you make every day. We’re talking about how you’re going 

to raise your children; we’re talking about what you’re going to experience in your marriage; we’re 

going to talk about how you run your business; we’re talking about your experience in the 

marketplace; we’re talking about your reaction when the doctor says it’s cancer. We’re talking 

about how you respond when you lose your job; we’re talking about how you spend your money. 

We’re talking about ultimately what you live for. There’s this sobering reality that you only get one 

shot at this life and what you believe to be true is going to dramatically affect what you live for. So 

it is very significant that we pursue that which is true. That’s what we want to talk about this 

morning out of the book of Titus. We’re not going to talk specifically about what’s true and what’s 

not true. Although we’ll talk a little bit about that, most of the discussion today is about how do we 

respond to false teachers and why does that matter?  

  

If you have a Bible, turn with us to Titus, Chapter 1. We started our study of Titus last week—

Thessalonians...Timothy...Titus. Titus is a teammate of Paul’s; he’s been left on the island of Crete 

to kind of straighten out a mess with the churches there. The first thing he did was appoint 

biblically-qualified elders—leadership to own this value. It says in verse 9 that their job, at least in 

part, is to define and defend truth. Any time you have some sort of a value like this, when 

everybody owns it, nobody owns it. There has to be people responsible and the responsibility of the 

elders in a church is to own this value, even though we certainly should own it together. Why is that 

so important? Verse 10:  

 

For there are many rebellious men, empty talkers and deceivers, especially 

those of the circumcision, (*NASB, Titus 1:10) 
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Paul is saying that, on the island of Crete, the reason it’s so important that they define and defend 

truth is because there are many on the island who he describes with three descriptions: They are first 

of all ...rebellious men. Now rebellion means just what we think it means; it means unwillingness 

to submit to authority. In this case, who would the authority be?  The answer would be Paul and the 

apostles. Paul laid out his credentials last week at the very beginning of the letter. He’s a ―slave of 

God and an apostle of Jesus Christ‖. There were a group of men who literally walked with Jesus, 

were personally taught by Jesus. God came to Paul miraculously and taught him and they were now 

proclaiming the message of the new covenant. But there were those who were unwilling to submit 

themselves to the authority of this new teaching—the authority of the apostles.  

  

Now we get some sense of who they are because it describes them...especially of the circumcision. 

Whenever you see that in the New Testament, it’s always a reference to the legalistic Jews. It’s not 

a real favorable description but the idea is these may have been Jews that considered themselves to 

be Christians. They may very well have affirmed the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus but they 

would have also said that’s probably not enough. There were certain things from the old covenant 

that needed to transfer over into the new covenant. One of those would have been circumcision and 

so they typically are labeled the circumcision. That’s kind of code language for the legalistic Jews. 

But they would have also brought over things like the dietary laws, the keeping of the Sabbath, 

maybe the keeping of some of the feasts.  And they would have said that Jesus and the cross—

―That’s really important but it’s not enough; you need to add this to it.‖ So when you’re talking 

about rebellious men, Paul comes preaching a message of grace—salvation by grace alone. They 

would have been unwilling to submit to that. These legalists cherry-pick out of the old covenant. 

There are hundreds and hundreds and hundreds of laws; they just cherry-pick a handful and say, 

―But you still must include this religious activity to really gain the favor of God.‖  

  

Now in this day and age—in our day—we would start by saying that it’s a willingness to submit to 

the authority of the Word of God. We would say the Bible is God’s Word; it’s God’s truth. It’s the 

inspired, authoritative book and we submit to it. Therefore it’s not an issue of my opinion and your 

opinion; all of our opinions ultimately must submit or surrender to the truth of the Word of God. 

The pursuit is to understand what God has said and then apply it to our lives. So we start with that. 

Any church that is unwilling to acknowledge that this is the inspired authoritative Word of God and 

we are to submit to it is already off-track and they’re just going to drift farther and farther off-track. 

So we start with that understanding: It’s not about any of our opinions; it’s about the study of God’s 

truth. Now people often say, ―But people can make the Bible say whatever they want it to say.‖ And 

that’s true but that’s also true in the world of science; it’s also true in the world of surveys and polls 

and research. If you’re pushing an agenda, you can misrepresent anything. But that doesn’t mean 

there isn’t legitimate science. That doesn’t mean there isn’t legitimate research and in the same way 

it doesn’t mean that there isn’t legitimate science to the interpretation of the Word of God.  We call 

it hermeneutics. There are basic principles of hermeneutics that, when applied to the Scripture—low 

and behold—over the last two thousand years the church has been in complete agreement in terms 

of the fundamentals of the faith.  

 

Now there’s always going to be these secondary issues where we have areas of disagreement, but 

for two thousand years the church has been united on the fundamentals of the faith.  It’s really 

important to understand that. Every month I meet with a group of my fellow pastors and we’re an 

interesting mix. We have charismatics; we have Presbyterians; we have a Christian church; we have 

Faith Bible; we have an E-Free; we have the Bereans; we have a Southern Baptist—we’re an 

interesting mix.  There are certainly areas where we disagree but we are absolutely rock solid—
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united on the fundamentals of the faith. It’s the fundamental foundation of what we believe and we 

get that by being submissive and surrendered to the Word of God.  

 

 I also understand as a preacher and a teacher—and the same would be true for you—that the goal is 

not to come up with something new.  If, after two thousand years, I study the Scriptures and come 

up with something new, I’ll guarantee you, one hundred per cent of the time I’m wrong. It’s more of 

understanding there may be things that are new to you; there may be things that are new to me. We 

may describe it a little differently; we may connect the dots a little differently but I guarantee you, 

after two thousand years, I’m not going to come up with something new. If it isn’t in alignment with 

what’s been understood by the church for two thousand years, you can pretty much take it to the 

bank that means I’m wrong. There’s a submission and a surrender to the authority of the Scripture 

and two thousand years of hermeneutics—that is what guides us in determining truth. 

  

The second description he uses is ...empty talkers. The Greek word for talkers is a word that 

basically means somebody is really good at talking.  We might call them in our day and age a 

smooth talker. The word empty means void; it’s empty; it has no substance. They say a lot of words 

and they say them really well but they don’t say anything. In the preaching world we often think of 

it this way: There are people that have a lot to say but they don’t know how to say it. There are 

other people that have nothing to say but they say it really well. This would be the later category 

and that’s pretty much what dominates our culture. In almost every arena of our culture there are 

people that have nothing to say but they say it really well. And in our culture that works; that sells. 

These are people that go on and on about things that ultimately don’t really matter. Sometimes they 

just don’t even make sense. Now one of the forms of entertainment that I engage in—my wife 

happens to think it’s kind of a character defect—is I do watch the television preachers quite a lot. 

I’m always interested to know, ―What are they saying?‖  Many of them are masters of this. It’s 

almost like a parlor trick. They talk a lot and it’s very impressive but one of the things to do is to 

turn it off and ask yourself, ―What did that person just say?‖ 

  

This past week I was watching one particular preacher and he was seated at a high top table and 

there was quite an impressive set and he was dressed very interestingly; he kind of looked like 

Elvis.  He had a real big collar; it was open about half way down his chest and he has some chains 

and he had big cuffs and they were rolled back and he was reading out of his journal.  God had 

given him revelation and he was very intense and he was talking about this.  He had a doctorate 

before his name and it was all quite impressive. In all sincerity, for ten minutes I gave it my 

absolute best shot, and I could not understand what he was saying.  It wasn’t a case of whether I 

agreed or disagreed; I just literally could not understand…. ―What are you saying?‖ Now I’ve never 

been the brightest person in the room but I’ve been around theology for about thirty years and I 

could not figure out anything this person was saying.  I find that to be fairly common. As a matter 

of fact, one of the ways that I used to torture my children was, if they were in the room, I would go 

up to those channels and I would give them about five minutes.  Then I would turn it off and I 

would say, ―Okay, what did that person just say?‖ (laughter) And it’s amazing how many times they 

didn’t have an answer for that. It’s very interesting how that works. But that is practiced in many 

arenas in our cultures today.  

  

The idea of empty talkers often has to do with making promises in the name of God that God didn’t 

promise. There’s no substance to that. If it isn’t really the Word of God, if it doesn’t really come 

with God’s authority, there’s no power in that; there’s no substance. One of the channels this week, 

when I was surfing around through the preachers, someone—quite a well-known preacher—had a 

vision from God and he was declaring this new vision to the people.  And God had laid out in very 



4 

 

elaborate fashion exactly when he was to unveil this and I just happened to get in on the unveiling. 

He called it the Deuteronomy 111. That was kind of the clever code language. I figured out it was 

Deuteronomy 1:11—Deuteronomy 111! Basically, when you distill it all down, the promise was 

that, if you contribute money to his ministry, God will reward that a thousand times over. That was 

the claim—a thousand times over! I looked up Deuteronomy 1:11. I will guarantee you one hundred 

per cent; that has nothing to do with that verse.  It would be absolutely true God simply did not 

promise that.  

  

Now the research shows the majority of people that support ministries like that are the lower 

class— people that are desperately looking for something to relieve them from the very difficult life 

they lead.  They’re very vulnerable. They hear that and they wonder if God promised that.  Could 

that possibly be true that, this month we send the rent money in, believing God will multiply that a 

thousand times back and I’ll finally be relieved from this very difficult life I lead?  And low and 

behold, their money is not multiplied a thousand times over! It was simply sent in to an organization 

so the preacher could buy a new limousine. They prey on the weak and desperate and the 

vulnerable, promising them things in the name of God that God simply didn’t promise.  Those are 

empty words. 

  

The third one is they are ...deceivers...which is fairly straight forward then...especially those of the 

circumcision. Okay, what do we do about it? Verse 11:  

  

...who must be silenced… 

  

When I read that, I just have to chuckle. When you hear that, doesn’t it sound like three guys in 

black trench coats wearing black gloves in the back of a smoky bar and they’re kinda talkin’ and 

one guy’s sayin’, ―Ya know, Mugsy, that guy’s gotta be silenced!‖ (laughter) You like that? 

(laughter) I practiced all week! (laughter) The word silenced there is kind of the word that means to 

gag; it means to muzzle.  We probably, in today’s language, would say, ―Get out the duck tape.‖ But 

it’s pretty strong language—that these people must be silenced. Now it’s true we cannot silence the 

voices of the culture. This responsibility is within the context of the church.  In the name of God we 

cannot allow people to misrepresent God and His truth.  They must be silenced. Why?  

 

…because they are upsetting whole families, teaching things they should not teach 

 for the sake of sordid gain.  

 

 See this is the problem with false teaching.  It destroys people’s lives; it messes up families; it 

messes up marriages; it messes up people’s lives in many, many ways and that’s what Paul is 

saying. They are teaching things they should not teach. Why do they do this?...for the sake of 

sordid gain.  It could be translated for the sake of shameful gain. In the first century—we were 

talking about this last week—religion was big business and, for whatever reason, the island of Crete 

had a reputation for being very vulnerable to the false teachers. If you were kind of a religious 

huckster, you knew that you could go to the island of Crete and actually make a very good living. 

And so they were all over the place in Crete. And it was all for sordid gain.  

 

Religion has always been big business. There’s this sense of understanding what sells. I understand 

as a preacher, I’m very aware of what sells; I’m aware of what people are responsive to, of what 

people in the culture want—and there’s always a danger of going down that path. You know, if you 

really want to fill up a building and if you really want to bring in more revenue, then you figure out 
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what sells. When you watch the preachers on television—I’m not necessarily recommending that 

you do—it’s easy to figure out what sells.  Prosperity sells—probably nine out of ten are on the 

prosperity gospel. People want to hear that.  They want to believe that somehow, if they sow a 

seed—that’s kind of the code language—they’ll prosper. Prosperity is a big seller. Positive thinking 

is a big seller—some kind of supernatural thing where you have enough faith that everything in 

your life that’s bad can be made right tomorrow—that’s a big seller! But it’s important to 

understand: truth isn’t always popular and truth isn’t always a big seller. There is that which brings 

in the revenue—that for sordid gain—that which is not rightly motivated. 

  

One of the ways we try to manage that here at Lincoln Berean is, most of the time the way we do 

our teaching is, just systematically through a book of the Bible—just like we’re doing through 

Titus—because that keeps you dialed in on God’s agenda rather than the preacher trying to figure 

out what sells and always talking about that.  When you’re systematically working your way 

through books of the Bible, you’re trying to stay true to what God thinks is important, what God 

thinks we need to know, what God’s agenda is and that’s one of the reasons why we do that.  

  

Verse 12:  

 

One of themselves, a prophet of their own, said, "Cretans are always liars, evil 

 beasts, lazy gluttons." This testimony is true. (Vs. 12-13a) 

 

Paul’s quoting one of their prophets, one of their poets—a guy by the name of Epimenides—who 

said this probably around 5 or 6 B.C.  So he was on the scene long before this, but he was their 

revered poet, their revered prophet. You know, he was kind of their number one celebrity and he 

had said that the people of Crete, ―They’re always ...liars, they’re evil beasts; they’re lazy 

gluttons. So the people either had to say that their renowned prophet was wrong—which they 

would never do—because he was like their guy or they have to say, ―Okay, he had it right‖. 

Apparently this was the one Cretan who did tell the truth.  In telling the truth—and nobody tells the 

truth—but, for whatever reason, Paul’s dialing in and Paul’s saying he’s been there before; he 

knows this is true. I think it’s just Paul’s way of saying to Titus and to the recipients of the letter 

that this assignment to define and defend truth is a very difficult assignment. This island isn’t 

exactly filled with upstanding citizens and so they’re going to have to work really hard to be 

diligent to protect the truth. Now we would say the same thing for our culture today. I tried to make 

the case last week that we live in a Nietzschen culture. The result of that is people do not value 

truth; people don’t think truth is important; they really think truth is relative. So, as the church of 

Jesus Christ, who has been called to be the steward or the guardian of truth, we have a very difficult 

assignment.  We have to be very diligent to define and defend truth and I think that would be 

consistent with what Paul’s trying to say there.  

 

For this reason reprove them...[meaning the false teachers]...severely so that they 

may be sound in the faith, (vs. 13b) 

Now that’s really interesting. He’s not saying we should get a club and whack them over the head. 

He’s actually saying that we have to be strong in our stand for truth, but to do it in a way that we 

can reach them so that they would know the truth—so that they would experience that which has set 

us free. It’s very important to think this way if you have a neighbor, if you have somebody you 

work with, if you have a member of your family that espouses something contrary to the Bible. The 

goal is to get them to understand God’s truth.  We want to win them; we want them to know the 
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truth.  That dramatically affects how we respond to them.  It affects the methodology that we use. 

They, too, need to come to understand the truth—and that’s what Paul is saying. Verse 14:  

 

…not paying attention to Jewish myths and commandments of men who turn  

away from the truth. 

  

Now this is as close as we get in this text today to defining what was the error. We already know it 

had something to do with the circumcision and we know historically there was a large gathering of 

Jews on this island, so this Jewish legalism was clearly part of the problem. This verse would 

underscore that. The idea of ...Jewish myths...is basically the idea of making up kind of fanciful 

theologies or doctrines out of the Old Testament. Paul, when he wrote to Timothy, talked about it in 

I Timothy, Chapter 1, and he lists some of the concerns there. Basically it again would be the idea 

of cherry- picking things out of the Old Testament and bringing them into the new covenant. It may 

be legalistic things like we talked about like the dietary laws or the keeping of the Sabbath or some 

of the feasts or circumcision or something like that. But what’s really popular today is going back 

into the Old Testament and kind of cherry-picking verses, misrepresenting them to create some 

erroneous theology. I would say that, when I listen to the media preachers, nine out of ten of them 

that are engaged in false teaching, take it out of the Old Testament. The reason is because most 

people are not familiar with the Old Testament. Most people are confused by the Old Testament; 

they don’t understand the relationship of the Old Testament to the New Testament so it makes it 

very easy to go back, find some obscure passage and just kind of cherry-pick things—verses out of 

the Old Testament—and represent them as meaning something completely other than what God 

intended. And that’s extremely common. The other thing that’s really common right now is they go 

into the Old Testament and they kind of unpack the prophesies or the feasts or different Jewish 

activities and they find kind of this secret Jewish meaning that no one else has found for two 

thousand years and that’s really what it means. And it all sounds really mysterious and complicated 

and, out of that then, they promote some false theology. 

  

This is a really a good rule of thumb to use: Anything in the Old Testament, that would be relevant 

to our lives today in the New Testament, is going to be affirmed in some way in the Epistles. So 

anything that’s coming out of the Old Testament, that people are telling you has some bearing on 

your everyday Christian life, if you cannot find some affirmation of that truth in the Epistles, 

chances are that’s not correct. So that’s kind of a good safeguard to use.  

  

The idea of ...the commandments of men...is really a technical phrase; it comes out of Isaiah 29 

and it’s repeated multiple times in the New Testament. It basically means this religious activity—

these commandments that people have added to the message of grace in order to gain favor with 

God. Paul uses this phrase in Colossians 2 when he talks about the things in the old covenant that 

were a shadow of what was to come. He talks about the festivals and the feasts and sacred days, the 

talks about the Sabbath, and then specifically he talks about the dietary laws and that’s where he 

says, ―These are the commandments of men—the traditions of men. This is some religious activity 

that’s been added to God’s message of grace.‖ 

  

Jesus says almost the exact same thing in the gospels when He’s talking to the Pharisees and he 

accuses them of promoting the commandments of men—the traditions of men—when He’s talking 

about, again, the dietary laws. He basically makes the statement that if your heart is right, it doesn’t 

really matter what you eat. What you eat isn’t going to make you more or less in the eyes of God. 

But if your heart is bad, it doesn’t matter what you eat; that somehow cannot make your heart good. 

Well, that’s exactly where the text goes. Verse 15:  
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To the pure, all things are pure;  

  

That’s basically what Jesus said, ―If your heart is right, if it’s been changed through the power of 

Jesus, through the power of grace, then eat what you want to eat.‖  Food is not good or evil; it’s not 

good or bad; it just is; there’s no morality in food; there are no dietary laws. There’s nothing you 

can eat or avoid that somehow makes you more acceptable to God. If your heart’s pure, then 

whatever you eat is pure. The problem is what follows: 

  

...but to those who are defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure, but both their mind 

and their conscience are defiled.  

 

Now these last two verses are very sobering. What this is saying is: for those whose minds have 

been contaminated—the Greek word is to be stained—your mind has been stained by this false 

teaching that convinces you that even though you’ve accepted the message of grace, if you add this 

work or that work—the dietary laws, certain food, or the keeping of the Sabbath or circumcision or 

attending this prayer meeting or this meeting or serving in this ministry—somehow that makes you 

just a little bit more acceptable to God, makes you a little bit more righteous or more pleasing to 

God. If you begin to entertain that—which is false teaching—it begins to stain your thinking; it 

begins to contaminate your conscience to the degree that nothing you do is now pure. That’s what 

he’s saying there. Think of your mind, your thinking, as a bucket of white paint and as long as that 

remains pure, then everything that you paint comes out pure white. But, when you begin to pour in 

some red and mix it up, it still may be mostly white but there’s this red tint to it. Now everything 

you paint is going to have this stain to it; it’s going to have this red tint to it. Nothing is pure white 

anymore.  

 

In essence what he’s saying is, our minds have become stained with this thinking that somehow I 

can add to what Jesus did on the cross with a lot of religious activity and somehow that will make 

me more acceptable to God. It stains me to the degree that it messes up all of my motives to where 

nothing is pure anymore. Look at verse 16: 

  

They profess to know God, but by their deeds they deny Him, being detestable...[it’s a 

word that means disgusting]...and disobedient and worthless for any good deed. 

 

They profess to know God but by their deeds they deny Him. This is exactly the argument Paul 

makes to the Galatians—that when you add one single work to the finished work of Jesus on the 

cross, you have nullified the cross. You have, in some way, entertained the thought that I somehow, 

by my own religious activity, can make myself more acceptable to God—and if I start to believe 

that, I’ve rendered the cross void. Jesus didn’t have to die; I can do it myself. It’s exactly the 

argument Paul is making here. They profess to know God but actually they deny Him because 

they’ve entertained a belief that somehow, by their religious activity, they can improve their 

position before God. How does God feel about that?  The text says God finds it disgusting; He 

finds it disobedient and it makes us worthless for carrying out any good deed in the eyes of God.  

  

Now this is really important to understand.  I grew up in the fundamentalist movement and so all 

this sounds really familiar to me. The justification for legalism has always been that legalism is 

more conservative and, if you’re going to err, err to the conservative side. We might say it like this: 

I really appreciate what Jesus did on the cross for us and all of that.  We really think that’s 
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important; we’re all about Easter but, just to be safe, you know, just to be on the safe side, it can’t 

hurt to add a little religious activity.  So we have these things that we do—this religious activity—

and, in our minds, we’ve allowed ourselves to believe that somehow by doing this, it improves my 

status before God; it makes me more righteous, more acceptable to God. I mean the cross is good 

but why not be safe, just in case. 

  

What Paul is saying is, ―This isn’t safe!‖ This is really, really dangerous! Because if, in my mind, I 

allow my mind to be stained with the slightest bit of false teaching that convinces me that by adding 

some religious activity I can somehow improve my status before God, I have so contaminated my 

thinking I am no longer able to do anything with a pure motive. It now affects the reason why I give 

my money; it now affects the reason why I serve in a ministry; it now affects the reason why I go to 

this Bible study; it now affects the reason why I keep the Sabbath; it now affects the reason why I 

do everything! My mind has become contaminated; my conscience has become contaminated and 

the sad reality is, if that’s true, I’ve become unable to do anything that God would consider a good 

deed.  I could spend the next thirty years up to my eyebrows in religious activity, convincing myself 

that I’m really doing it for God, but if in my thinking I’ve become contaminated and my motives 

have become impure, at the end of that thirty years God would say, ―You did not do one good 

deed!‖  He would say, ―That was disgusting! That was disobedient; that was worthless to me.‖ This 

is why truth matters.  This is why we need to be so diligent, so passionate about the truth, in order 

that we might understand the truth of this scandalous message of grace and not allow it to be 

contaminated with religious works and religious activity—that we might know the truth because, 

―It’s the truth that sets us free!‖  

  

Now the logical question would be, ―Okay, how do we know this truth?  If it’s that important, how 

do we know this truth? We’ll talk about that…. next week.  

 

 

 

Father, we’re thankful that you have given us Your truth. Lord, we’re not left to 

grope in the darkness, trying to figure out what’s true and what isn’t. You’ve laid it 

out in a book and You’ve given us Your Holy Spirit to lead us to truth. Lord, I pray 

that we would be a people that are humble and submissive and surrendered to 

Your truth and Your spirit. Lord, that we would maintain purity in our thinking, 

that our lives might be lived in a way that brings You glory, that celebrates this 

magnificent message of grace. Lord, keep us from allowing our thinking to be 

stained with the false teachers who seek to convince us that there’s something we 

can do that will add to the wonder of the salvation You’ve provided. Lord, this we 

pray in Jesus’ Name. Amen 

 

 

 

 
Scripture taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 

Copyright 1960, 1962, 1963, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1987, 1988, 

The Lockman Foundation. Used by permission 

Lincoln Berean Church, 6400 S. 70th, Lincoln, NE 68516 (402) 483-6512 
Copyright 2011 – Bryan Clark. All rights reserved. 
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Pastor Bryan Clark 

 

 

Opening Discussion 

1. How important is truth?  In what ways does truth matter to you in your daily activities and 

responsibilities?  How does truth matter at work?  At home?  

 

 

 

2. Has there been a time in your life when you believed a lie?  What were the consequences of 

believing that lie? 

 

 

 

3. In what ways do we allow the false teachers into our lives?  Into our homes? 

 

 

 

Bible Study 

1. Review 1:9.  What is the role of the elders in a local church? 

 

 

 

 

2. Read 1:10-16.  What is Paul’s concern?  Describe these false teachers from 1:10. 

 

 

 

 

3. What must be done about these false teachers?  Why?  What motivates false teaching?  In what ways 

do you see this in our culture today? 

 

 

 

 

4. What does Paul mean by Jewish myths and commandments of men  (see I Timothy 1:4-11, Matthew 

15:9; Colossians 2:22, Isaiah 29:13)?  What would be the modern day myths and commandments?  

Why is so much false teaching today taken from obscure OT passages? 

 

 



10 

 

 

5. What is Paul’s argument in 1:15-16?  Is it enough to just be sincere?  How does God view error?  

What does it mean to have your mind and conscience defiled? 

 

 

 

Application 

1. There is certainly a difference between disagreements on secondary issues and false 

teaching on the very fundamentals of our faith.  What are those fundamentals or the non-

negotiables? 

 

 

2. What are some practical ways you can ground yourselves in truth and avoid being deceived by false 

teachings? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What are some practical ways we can help others find truth, especially if they have already been led 

astray by false teaching? 
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