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What do you think is the single most significant factor for determining how you live out your 
Christian faith? I would suggest to you the single most important factor is your view of God. If you 
have a messed up view of God, there’s nothing that can compensate for that—just going to cause 
trouble. So let me ask you a follow-up question. If that’s true, what do you believe is the primary 
environment that informs your view of God? I would suggest to you that the primary environment 
that has informed your view of God is your family of origin. Now some of you immediately think, 
“Well, not my family. I mean we’re all messed up and they weren’t even believers and we never, 
like, had family devotions.” That’s not what I’m talking about. It doesn’t have anything to do with 
that. Because of how God has designed family, that environment—whether it was a total mess or 
whether it was high-functioning—has dramatically informed your view of God. Think of it this 
way: Every single person in this room has a view of God. Much of that is tucked down in your 
subconscious; it’s not up here where you’re thinking about it.  It’s just deep down inside and has 
been dramatically affected and shaped by your experience in the family context in which you grew 
up. We’ve all known people—maybe you’re like this—they’re very sincere in their desire to follow 
Jesus, really want to be obedient, really want to experience intimacy with God, really want to be a 
faithful Christ-follower, but every step of the way feels like a struggle. You read the books; you go 
to the classes; you try the formulas; it just doesn’t seem to work. It just feels like this is a struggle 
every step of the way when there are other people who it seems as natural as breathing for them to 
make this Jesus thing work. Why is that? I would suggest to you it’s very possible that the 
difference has to do with one’s view of God that primarily has been cultivated through your family 
of origin. This week and the following three weeks we want to talk about family and why family 
matters, for one reason, just because we think it’s important, but also because we’re launching a 
new ministry to families and we’ll kind of unpack that over the next couple of weeks. 
 
I want to start this morning by just going back and understanding God’s original design for the 
family. I’d invite you to turn to Genesis, Chapter 1. And while you’re turning to Genesis chapter 1 I 
want you to think about this question: In one sentence, how would you define the purpose of the 
family?  If you had to think about that, that should be a concern. Isn’t it interesting we have all these 
men’s things and women’s things and marriage things and parenting things—there’s a ton of 
emphasis on family stuff within the church—but I’ve been asking this question for over ten years 
now. Rarely do I have someone that immediately can answer that question. How do we know what 
we’re doing if we don’t even know what the purpose is? If we don’t know what the end product is 
supposed to be, how are we going to get there? What is the purpose of the family? See if we can 
answer that question this morning. 
 
Those of you that know me, know I have a bit of a love affair with Genesis 1, 2, and 3 and we could 
spend weeks here but I don’t want to.  So there’s a ton of really good stuff we’re going to skip over 
in order to just stay disciplined to that which is relevant to our topic this morning. So, with that in 
mind, we’re going to pick it up in verse 26 of chapter 1. 
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Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; 
and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over 
the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on 
the earth.” God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created 
him; male and female He created them. (*NASB, Genesis 1:26-27) 
 

When you go through the days of creation, if you start in the very first verse, you kind of get this 
rhythm where God created on day 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. When you get to day 6, the discussion really 
changes. One of the ways it changes is, for the first time, God introduces Himself with plural 
pronouns. Let Us make man in Our image. The plural pronouns are a significant clue as to what 
we understand the image to be—that God has made us as people with the ability and the 
responsibility to image Him in the world. At the core of that is this understanding that we have been 
created as relational beings, to be relational as He is relational, and we’ll talk more about that in just 
a couple of minutes. With that comes the concept of a volitional will, a will to choose—that I have 
the ability to think and to reason and to love and to choose. In order for relationships to be 
legitimate relationships, I have to have some ability to choose and to reason and decide that I want 
to enter into such a relationship. So there’s this will that separates us from the rest of creation, 
uniquely so. With that, then, comes moral responsibility. I’m held responsible for the choices I 
make. That comes to play in chapter 2 when God talks about the garden and these are the trees you 
may eat of—but not of this one—and if you do eat of it, you shall die. You can read from Genesis to 
Revelation and you can’t find a single command given to the animals, nor can you find any hint of 
moral responsibility for animals. We are uniquely made with the ability to image God in the world 
and that includes this relational ability.  It includes to think and reason, to make choices, and then 
there’s accountability to those choices. Verse 27 has three really important statements. They sound 
rather redundant. I think if you turned in verse 27 in an English class, you’d probably get a big red 
R on it.  But in the Hebrew language there are three statements and what matters is what’s at the 
front of each statement. That would be their way of emphasizing something. And so what you have 
is that God created; God created you in His image; and in His image He created you male and 
female. So you have that God is the creator—He’s the designer, that He made you in His image—
with the ability to image Him, and somehow it’s connected to our sexuality—our male and 
femaleness. Then it goes on and says in verse 28: 
 

God blessed them; and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply... (Just kind 
of file that away; we’ll come back to it in a minute.) 
 

 We go to Chapter 2, Verse 7: 
 

Then the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into 
his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being...could be translated 
a living soul. 

 
Now one of the ways to understand the theological intent of the writer is to notice the names of 
God. Whenever you see the names of God, they’re never used stylistically. They’re always used 
theologically and, in the first few chapters of Genesis, they’re really helpful for understanding what 
the point is. In chapter 1, you have the Hebrew Elohim, which is the big name of God. He’s God—
He’s the Creator God. It happens to be a plural name so we have this sense that even though God is 
one, God somehow is a plurality—what we would understand to be the Trinity. It’s this big name. I 
think you come out of Genesis 1 with this understanding that God is so big that He almost feels 
unknowable. When you move into chapter 2, for the first time you’re introduced to the name LORD 
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God. Lord is in all caps, L-O-R-D. Anytime you see that, it’s always the Hebrew Yahweh. Yahweh 
is the God who is intimate, the God who is personal, the God that makes covenants, that makes 
promises and keeps those covenants. So you move from the big God of chapter 1 to a God who 
suddenly is very intimate in chapter 2. The best way to understand chapter 2 is to understand it 
doesn’t move on chronologically from chapter 1. It goes into day 6.  So in chapter 1 you have days 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. You get to chapter 2 and it’s kind of this zooming in, saying, “Now we’re going to 
go back over day 6 and we’re going to unfold exactly what happened on that day.”  So it’s a little 
bit of actually regressing back and unpacking what happened on that day. So it says ...the LORD 
God formed man of the dust of the ground. You have five days of God speaking creation into 
place, but when it comes to the creation of man, it’s very different. So you kind of have each day 
God speaking the universe—as magnificent as it is—into place until you get to day 6. Then we 
zoom into day 6 and we have this picture of God looking around at all that He’s made and then 
rolling up His sleeves and saying, “Okay, check this out.” He gets down into the dust and He begins 
to shape and form the clay into Adam. The word form there is a word that would be used to describe 
a potter forming and shaping a piece of clay. Pottery or working with clay—that’s a very intimate 
medium; it’s very personal. You have this sense of God rolling up His sleeves and being right in the 
middle of uniquely shaping Adam in a way that He was not as personally involved with in the rest 
of creation. It’s a great picture. As a matter of fact, the picture of a potter and a piece of clay is used 
throughout the Old and New Testament—of God shaping and molding us. He goes on and says...the 
LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of 
life. Now that’s a very intimate imagery. God could have said to Adam, “Breathe”.  Really, that’s 
how He did the rest of creation. But this suddenly becomes really intimate. As a matter of fact I 
would suggest it’s uncomfortably intimate. You really have the picture of God putting His mouth on 
Adam’s nostrils and breathing life into him. It’s kind of like a CPR imagery. It’s really personal to 
the degree that we would say what defines us as people in the image of God is that we are actually 
filled with the very breath of God. That’s kind of the essence of life—we are filled with God’s 
breath and that’s what defines life for us. And then He defines Adam as a living soul. 
 
The next verse says: 
 

The LORD God planted a garden toward the east, in Eden; and there He placed 
the man whom He had formed.  (Vs. 8) 

 
Again the repetition of the pottery imagery—okay, we skip up to verse 15. 
 

Then the LORD God took the man and put him into the Garden of Eden to 
cultivate it and keep it.  

 
I would suggest to you that God’s attribute of grace was demonstrated before sin ever entered into 
the picture because that’s the essence of who God is. God is the God of grace who extends 
undeserved favor. The picture is this: God created this magnificent garden that He Himself defines 
as Paradise—that’s what the word Eden means. Once He has completed it, he takes Adam, whom 
He has formed out of the dust of the ground, He plops him into the finished work and says, “There 
you go. Live it up.” It’s a beautiful picture of God and what He’s always wanted for people made in 
His image. God did all the work and God then took Adam and placed him in it. Sometimes people 
look at the pain and the suffering and the mess in this world and they will say, “How can you 
believe in a loving God when you look at the world and all the suffering?” And my typical response 
is, “Hey, this wasn’t God’s plan. This wasn’t God’s idea. We chose the way of sin. We’ve made a 
mess out of it.” Then somehow we turn around and blame God.  Do you want to know what God 
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wanted?  Go back to Genesis 2. God created Paradise and simply placed Adam in it and said, “Live 
it up.” The whole redemption story is what God is willing to do to get us back there and once again 
allow us to experience what He’s always wanted for us.  So it’s a great picture of who God is. We 
skip again down to verse 18: 
 

Then the LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make a 
helper suitable for him.” 

 
Now if you start in Genesis 1:1 and read, you kind of have this rhythm with each day of 
creation, “It is good; it is good; it is good; it is good!”  Literally, for the first time in all of 
eternity, these words were uttered:  “This is...not good.” Certainly, as the reader, we kind of 
back up and find ourselves asking, “What’s not good?”  What’s not good is that he’s alone. 
The text goes on to say what he needs is a helper suitable for him. Now ladies often find that 
term kind of offensive, you know as if Patti’s Bryan’s little helper. (laughter) Well, first of 
all, that would probably not be a wise attitude for me to sport (laughter), but it’s just not 
what the term means. This is a very powerful term. As a matter of fact it’s a Hebrew term 
that God uses to describe Himself. Most often, when God is with Israel in battle, He’ll use 
this term. It really means more the idea of an ally and a partner. “I’m with you”. So it’s 
really a great picture—a helper, suitable. The Hebrew word could be translated 
corresponding to. I think that’s a better translation. Suitable kind of sounds like, “This is 
someone I could get along with”. But corresponding carries more of the flavor of the 
Hebrew word, “This is someone like me”. It’s clear that’s the intent because immediately the 
text moves to Adam’s job of naming the animals. Now, as the reader, we’re tracking the 
story. For the first time in all eternity, the words have been uttered, “This is not good.” 
What’s not good is Adam’s alone. Adam needs a partner with whom he can share the 
journey. And then it shifts to this naming of the animals and it feels like, “Man, this writer 
can’t really hold a train of thought”. We find ourselves, as readers, saying, “I don’t really 
care what you call the giraffe or the hippopotamus—you know I wish it was a little bit easier 
to spell—but call it whatever you want. I don’t care; poor Adam needs a partner.” I think 
that’s the way you’re supposed to react to the text. You have this sense in which Adam 
needs a partner, but the point that’s being made is there was no corresponding partner 
among the animal kingdom. He’s uniquely made. He’s uniquely made with the ability to 
image God. He’s uniquely made as God formed him intimately and carefully from the dust 
of the ground. So that’s actually what the text says at the end of verse 20: 
 

...but for Adam there was not found a helper suitable [corresponding] to him.  
 
In essence, the text is saying that there was no moment when Adam looked at the giraffe and 
thought, “You know if her neck wasn’t so long,” or looked at the hippopotamus and thought,  
“If she lost a little weight”...there was no moment where he looked and thought, “That’s 
someone I could share the rest of my life with.”  There’s this overwhelming realization, “I’m 
different from all creation” and he has no one with whom to share the journey, which then 
launches into the creation drama. 
 
Verse 21: 
 

So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then 
He took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh at that place. The LORD God 



5 
 

fashioned into a woman the rib which He had taken from the man, and brought 
her to the man. The man said, 
         “This is now bone of my bones, 
         And flesh of my flesh; 
         She shall be called Woman, 
         Because she was taken out of the Man.”  (Vs. 21-23) 

 
Now this is a text that I almost always use at a wedding and every time I read it, I just find 
myself chuckling a little bit. We would probably say the greatest moment in all of history, 
for us as men, was the moment when God created woman. Yet what did Adam do in that 
moment?  He slept through the whole thing. (laughter) There are some of you ladies right 
now that are thinking, “Well, that sounds about right. (laughter) As a matter of fact, it’s even 
repeated—there’s a redundancy to it—we’re told that twice. It isn’t that Adam just kind of 
nodded off. There’s a really important theological point to be made and the theological point 
is this: The idea of sharing his life with Eve was not Adam’s idea. It was God’s idea. This is 
God’s plan. This is God’s design. This is God’s creation. There’s a sense in which God is 
making it very clear, “This wasn’t Adam’s idea; he slept through the whole thing. This is My 
idea.” If you buy into the idea that we are here merely by chance, as a result of some 
evolutionary process, and that marriage and family are simply something we’ve thought up 
in order to perpetuate the species, then it’s fair that we can redefine marriage. It’s fair that 
we can redefine family. But if that’s not the case, if this is God’s idea, if this is God’s plan, 
if this is God’s design, we need to be very careful when we’re messing with the definition of 
marriage and family. I think the theological point here is that Adam was sleeping. God was 
doing the work because it was His design; it was His idea; this is the way He wanted it. The 
text then goes on to describe Eve being created out of Adam. As a matter of fact, when you 
read the text, again, there’s a lot of redundancy about the fact that Eve came out of Adam. 
It’s repeated several times.  Even the idea of the name Woman reflects the idea that she was 
taken out of the man, which raises some interesting questions. God had just, very carefully 
and intimately, created Adam from the dust of the ground. Why didn’t He create Eve the 
same way?  Why did he reach in and take a rib? It’s not like God needs building materials. 
You know God just created the universe out of nothing; He doesn’t need materials to work 
with. It wasn’t like He looked around and thought, “How am I going to do this? Well, 
there’s a rib. Maybe I can do something with that.” And why this emphasis on the fact that 
that’s how God created? 
 
Now down through the years, there have been lots of really kind of heartwarming poems and 
songs that have been written about the woman being taken out of the man so that she 
wouldn’t be over him and wouldn’t be under him and it all kind of gives you goose pimples.  
But theologically, that’s not it. So what is it? Well let’s go back and think a little bit what we 
learned in chapter 1. We learned that we are made uniquely with the ability to image God—
to be made in God’s image—and at the core of that is our relational ability emphasized by 
God introducing Himself with the plural pronouns. In other words, saying you can be like 
Us; you can image who We are as a Trinity. For all eternity God was alone; but He was 
never alone. This mysterious doctrine called the Trinity reminds us that through all eternity, 
God’s been a relational being living in intimate relationship with Himself. That’s the 
essence of the Trinity. The Father loves the Son; the Son loves the Spirit; the Spirit loves the 
Father. That’s the essence of who God is. God is relational—He’s always been relational—
for all eternity. You have this beautiful picture of the Father giving Himself away to the Son, 
the Son to the Spirit, the Spirit to the Father. There’s this sense in which life is found not in 
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being selfish but by loving and the very essence of loving is to give yourself away. So for all 
eternity, God the Father has been giving Himself to the Son and the Spirit and the Spirit to 
the Son and the Father and you have this relationship that’s been going on for all eternity. 
Theologians, for hundreds of years, have referred to this as the Dance of God—that God 
dances with Himself. The Father gives Himself away; the Son gives Himself away; the 
Spirit gives Himself away.  They give themselves to one another, forming kind of this dance 
that defines God, really saying the essence of life is not found in being selfish; it’s found in 
giving yourself away. 
 
When you read through the gospels and you see how many times Jesus says, “If you’re 
going to find life, you have to give yourself away. You have to die to yourself. You have to 
live for somebody else.” That’s the essence of who God is as a Trinity. The very essence of 
life is to give oneself away. That’s what Jesus meant when He said that. In other words, 
being made in the image of God is God inviting us into the dance.  So you have God 
creating people in His image in order that we might be invited into the dance. Think of it this 
way: God wasn’t lonely. God had no lack. God wasn’t just thinking, “You know I have 
some unmet needs so I better create.” There was none of that in God. The reason God 
created is because that’s the essence of who God is. It’s to give Himself away and creation 
was just a larger expression of that. And creating people in His image was an opportunity for 
God to give Himself away and to invite us, as people made in His image, to give ourselves 
back to Him—finding life. So in essence what God was saying is, “I’ve created you to be 
part of the dance.” That’s what he’s really saying when He talks about: Let Us make man 
in Our image. And in chapter 1 you have this sense—and somehow that flows through our 
male and femaleness—a sense in which it’s expressed maybe most intimately in our 
sexuality. If you take that then, in chapter 2, and you think about God’s creation of Adam 
and Eve. You have God very carefully forming Adam out of the dust of the ground. Once 
Adam was created, Eve was created out of Adam.  That sounds kind of familiar. It sounds 
kind of chapter one-like. While God has always been, out of God, God created everything 
else. So you have Adam who was and, out of Adam, there’s, in a sense—even an imagery 
there—that out of Adam there’s a piece of him that’s now being created to be woman. And 
you get this sense, “Okay, I get what this is; this is meant to be a picture.” This is the 
picture: The man is representing kind of a God-figure and the woman is representing people 
made in the image of God and this sense in which she was created out of the man in order 
that they might give themselves to one another and it’s there that they will find life. And, in 
the process of that, they will better understand what it means to know God, what it means to 
have a relationship with Him, what it means to experience intimacy with Him. So, in a 
sense, what God is saying is, “This is going to be like a laboratory and you’ll represent God 
and the relationship that God wants to have with people made in His image.  And the more 
you experience God there—the more you experience intimacy there—the more you’ll 
understand what it means to know God. That’s exactly then what the text says. 
 
Verse 24: 
 

For this reason... 
 
Okay, we stop there. For what reason? For this reason: because this is the way God 
designed it. God designed that there would be one who would represent God and out of that 
one comes his partner and the two of them then would be a picture of the relationship 
between God and His people.  That is God’s design; that’s what he means there. 
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For this reason...because we’re designed that way...a man shall leave his father 
and mother, and be joined to his wife; and they shall become one flesh.  

 
Now obviously Adam and Eve did not have a father and mother so verse 24 is not in 
reference to them.  It’s opening this up, saying, “Okay, here’s the design and, because we’re 
made this way, then this is the way it’s going to work. You will leave father and you will 
leave mother and the two of them will be joined together and the two shall become one 
flesh.” In other words, this is God’s design for marriage and family. The word joined there is 
a word that means to glue together. If you have an old King James, they used to talk about 
leaving and cleaving. That’s the word there: cleaving means to be glued together. It’s really 
a strong term. The New Testament affirms it’s really talking about the sexual relationship—
the ultimate expression of this intimacy. 
 
I was having a discussion with a couple of college students about a month or so ago and we 
were just talking about stuff and they were asking me some questions. Somehow the subject 
of sex came up and I said, “Well, sex is really very theological. It really has a lot to do with 
our relationship with God.” One of them kind of backed up and said, “Whoa, never heard 
that before.” A lot of people have never heard that before, but it’s really important.  If you 
don’t understand that, you’re never going to really figure out:  Why did God make us the 
way He made us, as sexual beings? We’re going to talk about that more next week when we 
talk about marriage. 
 
Sometimes people ask the question, “Where does the Bible say that you’re only supposed to 
have sex in marriage?” Answer, “Page 2.”  There’s no question that the Hebrew there means 
you come together to be glued together, that sex was never meant to be a hit-and-run sport. 
There’s this sense in which you come together and you’re glued together for life. The two 
become one; that’s God’s design. People in our culture tend to think God’s kind of like this 
prude in the sky. But are you aware of the fact that in chapter 1, after He describes being 
made in the image of God, the very first command that God ever gave people made in His 
image is, “Have sex and multiply”? That’s the very first command. I mean, we have to come 
to grips with the fact that God made sex; God made us as sexual beings; God’s the author of 
pleasure; God gets it all. It’s just so powerful it has to be protected and has to be experienced 
in the place where God designed. We’ll talk about that next week. He says he...shall leave 
father and mother and be joined to his wife; and they shall become one flesh. That’s a 
really important statement there. Two shall become one. How exactly that works, I don’t 
know that I can explain it, but those of us that are married have that sense.  Two of us have 
melted together to become one but that sounds kind of familiar, doesn’t it? Isn’t there this 
God that we image that’s three in one? And so, if this is meant to be a picture, then the two 
become one. And actually, since this relationship isn’t meant to be a substitute for a 
relationship with God, isn’t there a husband and a wife and God.  And isn’t that now a 
trinity and isn’t that now kind of the picture? Isn’t that God saying to a husband and wife, “I 
have made you in my image? Welcome to the dance.” That’s exactly what God is saying, 
“...and in that dance you’re going to experience love and life and intimacy so that you would 
better understand what it means to experience that with Me.” It’s a beautiful picture of 
God’s design, of what God’s always intended. 
 
Those who grew up in a home where that home functioned as God intended, as God 
designed, the imagery—the design—is very powerful to inform your view of God. But for 
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those who grew up in dysfunctional homes—those who grew up in homes that weren’t 
according to God’s design—it is equally very powerful to make a mess of your view of God. 
 
Paul Vitz is a professor of psychology for New York University and was convinced that 
there is a psychological side to why people turn to atheism, so he began to investigate and 
research. He picked kind of a group of marquee atheists during a certain period of time—the 
late 1800’s and into the 1900’s—and began to look at these people—people like Nietzsche, 
people like Sigmund Freud, people like David Hume and others like that—Bertrand Russell. 
And he kind of stumbled on what seemed to be a bit of a pattern and then pursued it to a 
significant degree and found one thing that every single one had in common was they had 
deep father wounds—either an absentee father, an abusive father, or something related to 
their father that was very painful. So he began to think, “I wonder if the opposite’s true.” So, 
for that same period of time, he began to look at the marquee theists—people like G.K. 
Chesterton, people like Wilberforce, people like Bonheoffer, and Kierkegaard and people 
like that. And what he found was a very consistent pattern that every one of those had either 
a really healthy relationship with a father or a father-figure. Now that doesn’t explain it all. 
It’s more complicated than that, but the research is such that it cannot be dismissed. The 
significance of your view of God relates to what you experienced at home. Think of it this 
way: Imagine you grew up in a home with a father—now I think both mom and dad are kind 
of God-figures in the home. I’m just going to pick on dads here for a little bit. Let’s imagine 
that you grow up in a home where your dad is abusive and that wound gets buried deep in 
your subconscious and, without you knowing it, you begin to project that onto God.  Then 
you wonder why it’s a struggle to trust Him. Let’s imagine you had a dad that abandoned—
just at some point decided to check out, cheat on your mom and leave home and you 
struggle with abandonment issues with God. What if, in my moment when I need God the 
most, God just isn’t there? What a coincidence that you have the same struggle with God 
that looks like your earthly father. What if you had a father that was unpredictable? You 
never knew when he was going to go off. I would suggest to you, you could never be 
intimate with someone who’s unpredictable. You just can’t! You can’t get to intimacy 
because you never know when he’s just going to go off. And so, deep down, buried in your 
subconscious, you wonder, “What if God is like that? And what if, all of a sudden, God goes 
off?” So you just can’t get very close to Him. What if you had a dad that was unfaithful to 
your mom? What if you had a dad that just checked out, filled with apathy, just didn’t care? 
Isn’t it interesting that you go through difficult times in life and it feels like God’s a million 
miles away—kind of feels like God’s like your dad was? What if you had a dad that didn’t 
listen? What if you had a dad that didn’t engage? What if you had a dad that just didn’t seem 
to care? What if you had a dad that was critical? Good enough was never good enough, no 
matter how hard you tried, you were never going to measure up. What a coincidence that 
you struggle with that in your Christian life—feeling like somehow you never measure up 
for God. 
 
Again, these are not things that are in the forefront of your mind.  They’re buried deep in 
your subconscious but they’re being projected onto God. It makes it really hard to 
experience an intimate relationship with God. Think how different the opposite experience 
would be. What if you had a dad that loved you unconditionally? What if you had a dad that 
celebrated you? What if you had a dad that was a cheerleader? What if you had a dad that 
made you feel like you’re the best thing on the planet? What if you had a dad that provided 
for you and protected you and would always be faithful to your mom? What if you had a 
sense in which no matter what happens, even if the bottom drops out of this world, my dad 
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will be there for me? He will be my place of refuge. He will be my place of security. “I 
know he’ll always be there for me.” Just imagine how that would inform your view of God. 
People that come out of that environment pursue intimacy with God and it’s as natural as 
breathing, because their experience with their earthly father is projected onto God. “Of 
course I trust Him; why wouldn’t I?” 
 
Over the next several weeks—we’re going to talk about marriage and sexuality next week; 
then the next week we’re going to talk about parenting and those issues and the last week try 
to put it all together. For those of you that are married, for those of you that are still raising 
your families, hopefully there’ll be a lot of good application, but for all of us—all of us need 
to process this through a grid—every single one of us grew up in a context. For good or for 
bad, that context dramatically informed your view of God. Your homework assignment out 
of this week is to just stop and think about: What did I grow up with and what might that 
have taught me about God? And is it possible that may be why I seem to struggle in making 
my Christian life work, in trusting God, in making progress, in experiencing intimacy with 
Him?  Every single one of us is on a journey to formulate a correct view of God. There isn’t 
a single person in this auditorium, certainly including myself, that has it right. We’re just all 
at different stages trying to separate out that which I’ve projected onto God which is not true 
and how God presents Himself through the Scripture and through His Spirit, trying to 
understand, Who is this God really?  It’s a life-long journey. Hopefully what we’re going to 
communicate through this series is: Regardless of your experience, one thing is for sure—
Family Matters! 
 

Our Father, we’re thankful that You are the ultimate Father. Lord, for some in this 
room, this morning, that rings really true. For others, it’s hard for them to accept. 
Lord, I pray that you would give us sharp, keen minds and hearts to unpack and 
understand how the experiences in our home growing up may have dramatically 
informed who we think You are and may explain why we struggle. Lord, this room 
has many, many people in it that—they don’t lack sincerity; they don’t lack heart; 
they’ve tried really, really hard, but, Lord, until their view of You is addressed, 
nothing’s going to change. Lord, supernaturally, give us what we need to formulate 
a right view that we might enter in and celebrate the dance. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
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