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The story is told of a 19
th

 century French artist, Paul Doré, who was traveling in Europe and he lost 

his passport.  Upon coming to a border, the border guard stopped him and he tried to explain his 

predicament—that he lost his passport—and the guard said, “I’m sorry, you must have a passport to 

continue on.”  Doré mentioned who he was, hoping that the guard would recognize him or his work 

and be allowed to pass by.  The guard said, “Look, fellow, we get lots of people who claim to be 

famous individuals who just want to pass through.  Without your passport I’m sorry I can’t let you 

by.”  Well, Doré tried to plead his case and the guard finally said, “Okay, if you’re Doré, here’s a 

pad of paper and a pencil; sketch those two peasants standing over there.”  Doré quickly grabbed 

the pad and pencil and sketched the two peasants and upon seeing the drawing, the guard let Doré 

by.  Doré found out that talk is pretty cheap.  You can make lots of claims; you can say lots of 

things, but what’s the proof?  How would anyone know that this was indeed Paul Doré?   

 

Well Jesus came preaching and proclaiming things that were very radical in that day—in fact 

radical in our day.  But how would anyone know those claims are true?   Well, in the passage that 

we want to look at this morning—Matthew, Chapters 8 and 9—Matthew is laying out a case and 

showing that what Jesus is claiming, what His message is, is true and there’s evidence to support 

that. 

 

So, if you have a copy of your Bible, turn with me to Matthew, Chapters 8 and 9.  I know what 

you’re thinking: “Wow, that’s a large text!”  Well I often tell my students that the smaller the 

passage that you study, the greater the chance for error, because you have a tendency to take things 

out of context.  And you’re thinking, “Yes, but the smaller the passage you study, the better chance 

of getting out on time.”  I understand that.  We’ll get out on time.  Obviously we’re not going to 

have the opportunity to dig in very deeply.  I want us to get a large overview.  I’ll leave it to you to 

go back and work through the details yourself.  But here in Matthew 8 and 9 we have what looks 

like a hodge-podge of miracle stories—Jesus healing and casting out demons and doing all of these 

things. And, if we look at any of those individually, we might think, “Well, the point is just to show 

that Jesus was a compassionate guy, healing people,” or “He’s really a powerful individual.”  All of 

that is true but I think when we look at Matthew 8 and 9, both in the context of Matthew’s Gospel, 

but also in the context of Jewish expectation, we’ll see that something very important is going on 

here and something that I think we can use today. 

 

Matthew is writing his Gospel to try and convince his readers that Jesus is the Messiah and, as the 

Jewish people would have recognized, the coming of the Messiah meant the coming of God’s 

kingdom.  God’s kingdom was simply a reference to His royal rule and reign and many things were 

associated with that.  With the coming of the kingdom, God’s people would have realized that 

meant the defeat of Satan and sickness and death.  In fact, if we would skip ahead in Matthew’s 

Gospel, to chapter 11, we have a very interesting scenario that occurs.  John the Baptist is in prison 

and he hears some things about Jesus, this Messiah, and he sends some of his followers back to 

Jesus to ask, “Are You really the Messiah?”  And in Matthew 11, Verse 4, notice Jesus’ reply. 

 



2 

 

  “Go back and report to John what you hear and see:  the BLIND RECEIVE SIGHT 

and the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are 

raised, and the GOOD NEWS IS PROCLAIMED TO THE POOR.” 
        (*TNIV, Matthew 11:4-5) 

 

I want you to keep that passage in mind as we work through Matthew, Chapters 8 and 9, because 

Jesus didn’t come just proclaiming that the kingdom was here and that He was the King.  He didn’t 

leave it there, but He gave evidence.  And Matthew, Chapters 8 and 9 follow right on the heels of 

Jesus’ famous Sermon on the Mount where He’s talking about Kingdom Living.  So Jesus has come 

proclaiming that the kingdom is here, “Repent”.  He’s proclaiming this Good News of the 

kingdom—this Gospel—and that good news was that God is now working to deliver a sin-wrecked 

world from its bondage to Satan and sin and evil and death and suffering.  But if that’s the case, 

where’s the evidence?  I mean it’s one thing to say that, but why should Jesus’ hearers and why 

should Matthew’s readers think that that’s true?  Well, Matthew selects some miracles of Jesus to 

make the case that this Jesus is indeed King and the kingdom is now at hand.  So let’s look at 

Matthew, Chapters 8 and 9 and, again, we’re going to go through this very quickly so, if you’re 

wanting some details, again, I’m going to leave that for you to do.  But as we work through this, I 

want you to keep in mind what Jesus told John the Baptist when John asked Him, “Are You the 

Messiah?”  Jesus has just finished His Sermon on the Mount.  People have recognized that He’s one 

who’s taught with great authority, but does He have the authority?  

 

Matthew, Chapter 8: 

 

When Jesus came down from the mountainside, large crowds followed Him.  A man 

with leprosy came and knelt before Him and said, “Lord, if You are willing, You 

could make me clean.”  Jesus reached out His hand and touched the man.  “I am 

willing,” He said.  “Be clean.”  Immediately he was cleansed of his leprosy.  Then 

Jesus said to him, “See that you don’t tell anyone; but go, show yourself to the priest 

and offer the gift Moses commanded, as a testimony to them.” (Vs. 1-4) 

 
Did you hear it, what Jesus had proclaimed to John the Baptist, when asked, “Are You the 

Messiah?” One of the things was that ...lepers would be cleansed.  And here Jesus heals this man 

with leprosy, a very dreaded disease, not just because of the physical ailment, but because this 

disease rendered the person unclean in the Jewish community.  And anyone who touched or came 

into contact with that individual was unclean. So not only did you have this physical ailment, you 

were an outcast; you were banned from society.  And what Jesus does is He demonstrates His 

authority over this dreaded disease.  He cleanses the leper and not only restores him physically, but 

has him go back to the priest to undergo an examination so he can be declared clean to reenter 

society.  Jesus has accomplished social healing here as well—a social redemption.  Well, Matthew 

continues, in verse 5: 

 

When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to Him, asking for help.  

“Lord,” he said, “my servant lies at home paralyzed, suffering terribly.”  Jesus said 

to him, “Shall I come and heal him?”  The centurion replied, “Lord, I do not deserve 

to have you come under my roof, but just say the word, and my servant will be 

healed.  For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me.  I tell this 

one, ‘Go!’ and he goes, and that one, ‘Come,’ and he comes.  I say to my servant, ‘Do 

this,’ and he does it.”  When Jesus heard this, He was amazed and said to those 

following Him, “Truly I tell you, I have not found anyone in Israel with such great 
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faith.  I say to you that many will come from the east and the west, and will take their 

places at the feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven.  But the 

subjects of the kingdom will be thrown outside, into the darkness, where there will be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth.”  Then Jesus said to the centurion, “Go!  Let it be 

done just as you believed it would.”  And his servant was healed at that very hour. 
(Vs. 5-13) 

 

Again we see Jesus’ authority over sickness, delivering a person from that condition.  But 

something else we see here is that Jesus is performing this miracle on behalf of a centurion, a 

Roman, a Gentile, who understands and sees Jesus’ authority.  And Jesus proclaims, “Hey, a lot like 

you are going to be part of this kingdom—this kingdom that has come.  The blessings and benefits 

aren’t just for the Jewish people; they are for all nations.”  And of course, for Matthew’s readers, 

they would have understood that yes, indeed, when God’s kingdom comes, all nations will be part 

of that kingdom.  Even in the passage in Isaiah 61 that was read earlier this morning, where 

foreigners and strangers are part of the kingdom, this was the expectation.  Here Jesus is saying, 

“The kingdom is at hand, and even the Gentiles are welcome and under the rule of the King.”  In 

fact, here, sort of an ethnic, a racial healing as well—nations that were opposed to one another now 

come together under God’s royal reign.  Matthew presses on. 

 

 Verse 14: 

 

When Jesus came into Peter’s house, He saw Peter’s mother-in-law lying in bed with 

fever.  He touched her hand and the fever left her and she got up and began to wait 

on Him.  When evening came, many who were demon-possessed were brought to 

Him, and He drove out the spirits, with a word and healed all the sick.  This was to 

fulfill what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah, “HE TOOK UP OUR 

INFIRMITIES AND HE BORE OUR DISEASES.” (Vs. 14-17) 

 
So again Jesus’ healing, a sign that the kingdom was at hand, that God’s power, His sovereign 

reign, was at hand.  He was in the process of delivering people from all that repressed them: sin, 

evil and disease. And notice again the individual here that’s in focus, Peter’s mother-in-law—a 

woman.  And if you think back to the first three miracles that Matthew has recorded, they’re done 

for people who are not thought highly of in the Jewish culture.  Obviously a person with leprosy 

was a nobody; they were an outcast, a Gentile—let alone a Roman—and let alone a Roman soldier, 

the very individual who was the object of anger and hatred for the Jewish people.  And now here a 

woman and again, in that society, women were not high up on the social ladder, which shows that 

the kingdom is not just for the elite; the kingdom is for everyone.  The kingdom is for the outcast.  

The kingdom is for those that people don’t think much of.  The kingdom is open for all. 

 

Well, after these three miracles, Matthew then seems to feel the need to discuss this issue of 

discipleship, because, after all, someone who comes and proclaims these things and then performs 

miracles to back them up, this is somebody that maybe one wants to follow.  But Matthew offers a 

word of caution that, if one is going to follow Jesus, they must do so for the right reason because 

it’s not going to be all pleasant.  There might be sacrifices. 

 

Verse 18: 

 

When Jesus saw the crowd around Him, He gave orders to cross to the other side of 

the lake.  Then a teacher of the law came to Him and said, “Teacher, I will follow You 
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wherever You go.”  Jesus replied, “Foxes have holes and birds have nests, but the Son 

of Man has no place to lay His head.”  (Vs. 18-20) 

 
So, again, don’t expect to gain much from this; don’t expect popularity, wealth and so forth.  This 

might require sacrifice. 

 

Verse 21: 

 

Another disciple said to Him, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.”  But Jesus 

told him, “Follow Me; let the dead bury their own dead.”  (Vs. 21-22) 

 
There is much discussion about what Jesus is actually referring to here, but bottom line is, one of 

the most important duties that a Jew would have would be taking care of a relative—particulary a 

father or mother—upon death.  And in fact, according to Jewish law, one was even allowed to 

disregard or not have to keep other parts of the law but instead to focus their attention on making 

sure that their loved one received a proper burial.  And notice that Jesus is saying that none of that, 

even the most important things that the Jewish law requires, you can place above following Me.  So 

there’s sacrifice.  Matthew presses on, more miracle stories. 

 

Verse 23: 

 

Then He got into the boat (that being Jesus) and His disciples followed Him.  Suddenly 

a furious storm came up on the lake, so that the waves swept over the boat.  But Jesus 

was sleeping.  The disciples went and woke Him saying, “Lord, save us!  We’re going 

to drown!”  He replied, “You of little faith, why are you so afraid?”  Then He got up 

and rebuked the winds and the waves, and it was completely calm.  The men were 

amazed and asked, “What kind of man is this? Even the winds and the waves obey 

Him!”  (Vs. 23-27) 

 
So notice Jesus doesn’t just display His authority over sickness, over the demonic (we saw Him cast 

out some demons there, right after the account of Him healing Peter’s mother-in-law) but now He 

demonstrates His authority over the natural world.  And maybe even more important here is that this 

calming was a calming of the sea.  In the Jewish mindset the sea was the location of evil forces.  It 

was a place and power of evil.  And so, in Jesus calming the storm, He doesn’t just show His 

authority over the natural world, He shows His authority over the powers of darkness themselves. 

 

Matthew continues in verse 28: 

 

When He arrived at the other side in the region of the Gadarenes, two demon-

possessed men coming from the tombs met Him.  They were so violent that no one 

could pass that way.  “What do You want with us, Son of God?” they shouted.  “Have 

You come here to torture us before the appointed time?”  Some distance from them a 

large herd of pigs was feeding.  The demons begged Jesus, “If You drive us out, send 

us into the herd of pigs.”  He said to them, “Go!”  So they came out and went into the 

pigs, and the whole herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and died in the 

water.  Those tending the pigs ran off, went into the town and reported all this, 

including what had happened to the demon-possessed men.  Then the whole town 

went out to meet Jesus.  And when they saw Him, they pleaded with Him to leave the 

region. Jesus stepped into the boat, crossed over and came to His own town.  (Vs. 28-9:1) 
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Do you hear it?  Think back to what Jesus told John the Baptist when asked, “Are You the Messiah?  

Are You this King?”  And Jesus said, “...Demons are cast out.”  And here Jesus demonstrates the 

power and authority over the spiritual world, over the demonic.  Again rescuing, delivering these 

demon-possessed individuals from their bondage—just what was to be expected when the kingdom 

came, when the Messiah came.   

 

Matthew continues, Chapter 9, verse 2: 

 

Some men brought to Him a paralyzed man, lying on a mat.  When Jesus saw their 

faith, He said to them, “Take heart, son; your sins are forgiven.”  At this, some of the 

teachers of the law said to themselves, “This fellow is blaspheming!”  Knowing their 

thoughts, Jesus said, “Why do you entertain evil thought in your hearts?  Which is 

easier to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’?  But I want you 

to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins” —so He said to 

the paralyzed man—“Get up, take your mat and go home.”  Then the man got up and 

went home.  When the crowd saw this, they were filled with awe; and they praised 

God, who had given such authority to human beings. (Vs. 2-8) 

 

Not only does Jesus have authority over sickness, over the demonic forces, over the forces of evil, 

over the natural world, but He has authority over sin itself.  He came and proclaimed that this 

individual’s sins were forgiven.  I find this very interesting because that’s an easy thing to claim.  I 

often kind of joke with the students that I teach that I can make all the claims that Jesus did—that’s 

not very hard.  I can go around to all of you and say, “Your sins are forgiven.  Your sins are 

forgiven.”  That’s not the hard part.  What’s the proof?  That’s what Jesus says, “Anybody can say, 

‘Your sins are forgiven,’ but to show you that I have the authority to do so, ‘Rise and walk.’ ” 

Another interesting thing is the language here:  “Get up and walk... Get up, take your mat and go 

home.”  The man got up—that’s resurrection language!  Jesus has authority over sin and, of course 

we’ll see resurrection language in a little bit.  Well, Matthew can’t help but talk about discipleship 

again because we’ve seen some interesting responses to Jesus’ miracles so far.  With the demon-

possessed men, the people wanted Him to get out of there, “Leave us alone!”  They shooed Jesus 

from the region.  We have the Pharisees and the religious leaders, not at all happy about what Jesus 

is doing.  And Matthew now includes his calling as a disciple and notice Matthew’s response, verse 

9 of chapter 9: 

 

As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax 

collector’s booth.  “Follow me,” He told him, and Matthew got up (resurrection 

language again) and followed Him.  While Jesus was having dinner (or better yet, 

reclining) at Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and sinners came and ate with 

Him and His disciples.  When the Pharisees saw this, they asked His disciples, “Why 

does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?”  On hearing this, Jesus said, 

“It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.  But go and learn what this 

means, ‘I DESIRE MERCY, NOT SACRIFICE.’  I have not come to call the 

righteous, but sinners.”  Then John’s disciples came and asked Him, “How is it that 

we and the Pharisees fast often, but your disciples do not fast?”  Jesus answered, 

“How can the guests of the bridegroom mourn while he is with them?  The time will 

come when the bridegroom will be taken from them; then they will fast.  No one sews 

a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment, for the patch will pull away from the 

garment, making the tear worse.  Neither do people pour new wine into old 
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wineskins.  If they do, the skins will burst, the wine will run out and the wineskins 

will be ruined.  No, they pour new wine into new wineskins, and both are preserved.” 
           (Vs. 9-17) 

 
So here Matthew responds immediately to Jesus’ call for discipleship, a great contrast to the 

responses that we’ve seen in the previous three miracle stories that Matthew has included.  But it’s 

interesting what happens when Matthew responds.  We find Jesus in verse 10 having dinner at 

Matthew’s house—or actually reclining—and that’s an important word because that signifies that a 

banquet is taking place.  The Jews would recline at special occasions and banquets and feasts. This 

was not a normal meal.  Jesus was having a Kingdom Meal but He’s having it with all the wrong 

people—the sinners, the tax-gatherers, again showing that the kingdom is for even those who are 

thought not worthy of such a thing.  Jesus is reclining and then there’s this discussion about fasting.  

With all these kingdom meals Jesus is having with all the wrong people, why is it that there’s no 

fasting?  Shouldn’t they be fasting?  And Jesus compares what His disciples are up to with a 

wedding—again a picture of the day when God’s kingdom would come in all of its fullness.  That 

was imagery that the Jewish people would have recognized.  And I think what’s going on here is 

Jesus is suggesting something that the Jewish people should have realized and that is when the 

kingdom comes, it’s time for celebration; it’s time for joy.  After all, if people are being delivered 

from their bondage to sin and sickness and Satan and death, that’s cause for celebration.  And so 

Jesus is initiating these celebratory meals with His disciples and for those who are entering the 

kingdom, who are following Him in discipleship.  A sure sign—or should have been a sure sign—

that the kingdom was at hand and the King was here.  Well Matthew has some other miracles for us 

to consider. 

 

Chapter 9, Verse 18: 

 

While He was saying this, a synagogue leader came and knelt before Him and said, 

“My daughter has just died; but come and put Your hand on her, and she will live.”  

Jesus got up and went with him, and so did His disciples.  Just then a woman who had 

been subject to bleeding for twelve years came up behind Him and touched the edge 

of His cloak.  She said to herself, “If I only touch His cloak, I will be healed.”  Jesus 

turned and saw her.  “Take heart, daughter,” He said, “your faith has healed you.”  

And the woman was healed from that moment.  When Jesus entered the synagogue 

leader’s house and saw the noisy crowd and people playing pipes, He said, “Go away.  

The girl is not dead but asleep.”  But they laughed at Him.  After the crowd had been 

put outside, He went in and took the girl by the hand, and she got up.  News of this 

spread through all that region. (Vs. 18-26) 

 
You hear it?  Think back to what Jesus had told John the Baptist when asked if He was really the 

Messiah.  ...The dead are raised.  Here Jesus raises the dead, again showing His authority over one 

of the greatest enemies that we know—death itself!  He has authority and power over that and that’s 

a sign that the kingdom is at hand and the King is here.  That would have been the expectation:  

when this Messianic age comes, when the kingdom comes, the dead will be raised.  Death will be 

defeated.  And here Jesus is giving evidence of that.  Jesus doesn’t just talk a good talk. The 

kingdom is here; He’s the King—He demonstrates it; He acts it out.  Continuing on, verse 27: 

 

As Jesus went on from there, two blind men followed him, calling out, “Have mercy 

on us, Son of David!”  When He had gone indoors, the blind men came to Him and 

He asked them, “Do you believe that I am able to do this?”  “Yes, Lord,” they replied.  
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Then He touched their eyes and said, “According to your faith let it be done to you.” 

And their sight was restored.  Jesus warned them sternly, “See that no one knows 

about this.”  But they went out and spread the news about Him all over the region.  

While they were going out, a man who was demon-possessed and could not talk was 

brought to Him.  And when the demon was driven out, the man who had been mute 

spoke.  The crowd was amazed and said, “Nothing like this has ever been seen in 

Israel.”  But the Pharisees said, “It is by the prince of demons that He drives out 

demons.” (Vs. 27-34) 

 
And recall Jesus’ words to John the Baptist.  The blind will see; the deaf hear... and in fact, in 

Isaiah 35, the Messianic Age, it is said, would be a time when the blind could see, when the deaf 

would hear, when those who can’t talk would speak.  Well Matthew returns, really, to a discipleship 

theme, as we close out Chapter 9, Verse 35: 

 

Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, 

proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. 

When He saw the crowds, He had compassion on them, because they were harassed 

and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.  Then He said to His disciples, “The 

harvest is plentiful but the workers are few.  Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, 

to send out workers into His harvest field.” (Vs. 35-38) 

 
What does all this mean for us today?  Well I find Jesus’ words here interesting.  He’s asking for 

workers to help—help with what, to do what?  Well I think Jesus is asking for followers of Him to 

help do the things that He was doing.  How do I know that?  If we were to continue on and study 

Chapter 10, that’s just what happens.  Look at just a couple of verses.  Verse 1 of Chapter 10: 

 

Jesus called His twelve disciples to Him and gave them authority (notice) to drive out 

evil spirits and to heal every disease and sickness.  

 
Go down to verse 5: 

 

These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Do not go among the 

Gentiles or enter any town of the Samaritans.  Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel.  

As you go, proclaim this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’  Heal the 

sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons.  Freely you 

have received, freely give.” (Vs. 5-7) 

 
Notice He’s asking His followers to do the very same thing He’s been doing.  And what has Jesus 

been doing?  He’s been proclaiming the kingdom is here, and He’s been announcing this good 

news, this gospel, that He is King and that God is now in the process of redeeming a fallen world 

from its bondage to sin and Satan and death and evil.  And this is just the message that Jesus asks 

His disciples to proclaim.  He’s asking His disciples to, “Go and proclaim this message of the 

kingdom, this good news!  And by the way, it’s not just words that you are speaking—because after 

all, who is going to believe you?  Why should they believe you? Be about the same things that I was 

about.”   

 

Now I know you’re probably worried that I’m going to suggest that now we go out and raise the 

dead and so forth and so on.  While that’s not the case, I do think that there is something here for 

Jesus’ followers today. Because the very message that Jesus proclaimed—this Good News— what 
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we call the Gospel, and what He asked His twelve to do, is the exact same message that we are 

called, as disciples of Jesus, to proclaim to the world around us.  And that is, “Jesus is King and 

that, through Jesus, God is now seeking and is in the process of redeeming a fallen world from its 

bondage to sin and death and evil.  That’s our message!  But we must ask, “Who would believe us?  

What’s the evidence that that’s true?”  What’s the evidence in 2010 that Jesus is King and that the 

kingdom has come, at least in its inaugural form?  Obviously there will be a time when it comes in 

all of its fullness—when Jesus returns!  But our message is King Jesus is in authority now.  What’s 

the evidence?  What can we offer people as evidence that that claim is true and that this good news 

is true?  Well I think that there are some hints here in what Jesus does and in what He asked His 

followers to do.   

 

If God’s kingdom is really at hand, we would expect that there would be something being done 

about sickness and disease in the world.  Sometimes I wonder if we take seriously the fact that 

prayers do accomplish the healing of people’s sickness—not everyone—there’s no promise that 

everyone will be healed.  Jesus never healed everyone He came into contact with.  But how often do 

we fail to pray for physical healing because we really don’t think that it will happen?  That shows 

that we’re not convinced that what Jesus said is true—that He is King and that the kingdom is near 

at hand.  But also there are more tangible things that we can do because, if we’re proclaiming to 

someone the kingdom is here, and this is just a foretaste of the kingdom to come—when there will 

be no sickness and disease—wouldn’t it make more sense to our listeners when they see God’s 

people engaged in the world and trying to counter disease and sickness?  I think of something like 

Clinic with a Heart here, that our church supports.  That’d be a wonderful thing for you to get 

involved in to show people that your claims that Jesus is King, that the kingdom is here, are not just 

empty claims.  You’re actually working toward that end goal: when Jesus comes back, when all will 

be healed and there will be no disease. What a testimony that is when people see God’s kingdom 

workers busy about the same kinds of things that Jesus was doing, His disciples were doing.   

 

I think of the message, this announcement that we’ve been called to give people—this Good News!  

And notice to whom Jesus was primarily proclaiming this to: the down-and-outers, those not 

respected by society.  Are we taking this good news to those people?  I don’t know who the lepers 

perhaps are in our community (I can take some guesses) or who the women or the Roman 

centurions are.  I don’t know; perhaps it’s the undocumented immigrant.  But it’s people like that 

we need to take this good news to.  It’s evidence that the kingdom is at hand, because the kingdom 

is for people such as those.  Other kinds of social restoration: Jesus restored not just this leper from 

his leprosy but restored him back into society.  And as we saw in the Isaiah passages, this good 

news also applied to those who were oppressed, to the poor, to those who were being treated 

unjustly.  Again, plenty of work can be done here: the Nebraska Global Orphan Project, maybe 

sponsoring a child through Compassion or other such ministries, getting involved in City Impact— 

plenty of opportunity to show people what the kingdom will be like, evidence that God is at work, 

that He is King.  Again it seems to me it makes more sense when we’re telling people, “Oh yes, 

there’s going to come a time when there’s no injustice, right; there’s no racial problems; there’s no 

poverty.”  But when they see God’s kingdom workers busy toward those tasks, that’s convincing 

proof.   

 

What about the spiritually sick?  Jesus demonstrated authority over sin.  There are plenty of 

opportunities to get involved in helping those who have been crushed by a sin-wrecked world—in 

ministries in this church, whether Celebrate Recovery or other such programs.  You know, if we 

talk about the fact that Jesus is King, He’s delivering this world from its bondage to sin, what’s the 

evidence?  Well, when God’s people are involved in helping individuals in those ways, it’s proof. 
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It’s evidence that these just aren’t mere claims, hopeful wishes that God somehow is at work, but 

that He actually is.   

 

One other thing I think of and it relates to Jesus’ meals—His banquets with His disciples. If the 

kingdom is really here, at least in part, if Jesus is King, isn’t that cause for celebration?  I wonder at 

times why Christians are so dour and negative.  It doesn’t make our words very credible that Jesus 

is King, that He’s in charge and that God is up to something, redeeming this world from its 

bondage.  But what if the world was to see Christians who celebrated and, of all people, shouldn’t 

we be the most celebratory?  Maybe like Jesus and like Matthew, every once in a while put on a 

kingdom banquet.  Invite the poor.  Invite the down-and-outers to come and celebrate God’s work 

in redeeming the world.  See, we just haven’t been given a message to tell the world, because who 

would believe it?  What’s the evidence?  We’ve also been given the authority of the King to get 

busy doing things that demonstrate that Jesus is King and that God, through this Jesus, is now 

working to redeem this sin-wrecked world from its bondage to sin and Satan and death and evil.  

And when we do that, we’re also getting people to look forward and anticipate that time when 

Messiah comes again, and there will be no more pain, no more death, no more sickness, no more 

poverty, no more injustice.  That’s cause for celebration!   

 

So Matthew provides us with these accounts, not just as a bunch of neat stories about Jesus, but to 

make the case that it’s true that Jesus is King.  The kingdom is at hand.  Bryan has, in the past, said 

several times in this Decade on Purpose, that we’re going to make it hard for you to just sit and do 

nothing.  And I hope this challenges you a bit.  I think it’s high time that many of us quit playing 

church, and we start being the church in and for the world.   

 

 

 

 

 

Father, we exalt Your name as being Lord over all.  We pray that that will be clear among us, as 

people view us, that they will see that we do recognize You as having authority over all.  We pray 

for the fullness of Your kingdom to come.  We ask that You give us all that we need for our day-to-

day lives, particularly in announcing this good news and working it out in the world around us.  

Protect us from the evil one.  We ask this in Your Son’s name, and in the power of Your Spirit.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
*Scripture taken from Today's New International Version Bible 

Copyright 1960, 1962, 1963, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1987, 1988, 

The Lockman Foundation.  Used by permission. 

Lincoln Berean Church, 6400 S. 70th, Lincoln, NE 68516   (402) 483-6512   

Copyright 2010 – Mark Mathewson.  All rights reserved. 
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June 12/13, 2010 

The Kingdom on Display 
Matthew: 8-9 

Mark Mathewson 
 

Opening Discussion 
1. What topic do you think Jesus preached/taught most about? 

 

 

2. According to the following passages, what was the central topic of Jesus’ teaching?  

Matthew 4:17, 23; Mark 1:14-15; Luke 4:42-44; Acts 1:3 

 

 

3. What was the topic of most of the parables Jesus told?  Look at Jesus’ parables in Matthew 

13 of the ‘sower,’ ‘weeds,’ ‘mustard seed,’ ‘yeast,’ ‘hidden treasure,’ ‘pearl of great value,’ 

‘net,’ and ‘home owner.’  Also look at the parables of the ‘wedding banquet’ (Matthew 22), 

‘ten virgins’ (Matthew 25), and ‘sheep and goats’ (Matthew 25). 

 

 

4. How would you answer question #1 now?  Are you surprised at what the answer is?  Why or 

why not? 

 

 

5. If this was what Jesus spent most of his time talking about, why do you think we don’t hear 

much about this subject today? 

 

 

 

6. In today’s sermon, we will discover what the kingdom of God is, but maybe you want to 

make a first attempt at trying to define exactly what it is. 

 
 

Bible Study 
1.   According to the following passages, what are the signs that the kingdom has arrived?  Luke   

      4:14-21; Matthew 11:1-5. 

 

 

 

 

2.  Read Matthew 4:23 again.  Notice what Jesus does after He proclaims the good news of the  

     kingdom.  How are those miracles connected with Jesus’ teaching? (Hint: look at your 

     answer to question #7) 

 

 

 

 

3.  Our passage today (Matthew 8-9) follows on the heels of Jesus’ famous “Sermon on the   

     Mount.”  This sermon was all about the kingdom of God and the listeners were amazed at          
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     Jesus’ authority in His teaching (Matthew 7:28-29).  But, it is one thing to talk   

     authoritatively and another to actually demonstrate one’s authority.  Why do you think then    

     that Jesus performs the miracles He does in Matthew 8-9? 

 

 

 

4. What does each of the miracles in Matthew 8-9 tell us about the kingdom of God and Jesus’  

      authority? 

 
 

 

Application 
 1.  Why does Matthew intersperse two discussions of discipleship (8:18-22; 9:9-13) among the  

       miracle accounts in chapters 8-9? 

 

 

 

 

 2.   This question might require a bit more mental work!  For those who are members of the  

       kingdom (Christians), do Jesus’ miracles in Matthew 8-9 give any clues as to the work King  

       Jesus has for us to do?  What kinds of things can kingdom members do here in Lincoln,  

       Nebraska that would evidence the presence of the kingdom of God and the authority of  

       King Jesus? 
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