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One of the changes in television over the last several years is the advent of reality TV.  I’m not sure 

I really get it but it seems to be quite popular.  Maybe it’s not all that new though. Maybe two 

thousand years ago God had His own reality show.  It’s called The Seven Letters to the Seven 

Churches of Asia—seven churches who had their own view of themselves and then there’s reality—

God’s reality.  We have reminded ourselves several times that, at the end of the day, there’s only 

one opinion that matters and that’s the opinion of the One who sits as Head of the church.  And so 

we have gone through each of these letters and this morning we are at the final letter—the seventh 

letter—and I would suggest to you that for us, as the American church, this letter of all of them may 

be the biggest reality check.  If you have a Bible, turn with us to Revelation, Chapter 3. 

 

This letter is to the city of Laodicea, which is about forty-five miles to the south and to the east of 

Philadelphia where we were last week.  You can track this on a map. We went all the way up north 

and circled all the way back south so now we are just directly east of the city of Ephesus, where we 

started, and we have just kind of made a loop or a horseshoe.  Last week I talked about the fact that 

because the main road from the east up north to the city of Smyrna went through Philadelphia, it 

made Philadelphia a more significant city just because of the volume of traffic, since Smyrna was 

such a significant city.  Now take that same concept and move it south and you have the same thing.  

A main highway south that comes from the east to the city of Ephesus, which was a very significant 

city, ran right through the heart of Laodicea, which again then caused a lot of traffic, a lot of 

commerce, to come through the city. 

 

Laodicea was known primarily for manufacturing one thing and that was a black wool.  It was a 

very significant product and everybody wanted it.  It was very expensive; it was kind of a status 

symbol and, for whatever reason, they had it in abundance, which made Laodicea a very wealthy 

city—wealthy to the extent that (and there seems to be confusion whether it was the earthquake of 

AD 17 or there was another huge earthquake in AD 60), one of those earthquakes completely 

leveled the city.  Rome offered to come in and rebuild the city but the city of Laodicea said, ―No 

thanks, we’ll do it ourselves,‖ and basically, out of their cash reserve so to speak, rebuilt their own 

city.  And that was a real trademark—that they were self-sufficient; they were very wealthy; they 

didn’t need help from anybody else and that mindset is important to understand in this letter. 

 

They also boasted a school of medicine and the most famous thing in this school of medicine was 

an eye salve—kind of a powder that was mixed and you put it on your eyes. Supposedly it had 

healing powers and that is important to know because that comes up in the letter as well. 

 

And then probably most significantly, Laodicea was known for having very poor water.  As a 

matter of fact the water was so poor it was useless. It was not adequate for drinking; it was not 

adequate for cooking; it really wasn’t adequate for anything.  That was a real distinction of this city.  

About ten miles away was the city of Colossae and they were known for this cold well water and 

about six miles away was Hierapolis that had these hot springs.  So in essence you had the hot water 

that came from Hierapolis; you had the cold water that came from Colossae.  Of course by the time 

they piped it all the way to Laodicea it was lukewarm, so even that wasn’t real great—but better 
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than the water that they had.  That’s real important to understand too because that also comes up in 

the letter. 

 

We pick it up in verse 14: 

 

“And to the angel of the church in Laodicea write:  The Amen, the faithful and true 

Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God, says this: (*NASB, Revelation 3:14) 

 

In each of these letters Jesus unveils Himself in some way.  In this case He unveils Himself as...The 

Amen.  It’s really the Greek form of a Hebrew word that basically meant the truth.  It was ―So be 

it”; ―This is right”. Sometimes you might sit in church and the preacher says something and the 

people say, ―Amen‖.  Basically that’s what they are saying.  It means, ―That’s true; I agree with 

that; so be it.‖  You have to understand this again, against the backdrop of polytheism, against the 

culture that believed there were thousands and thousands of gods. Jesus is saying, ―I’m the Amen; 

I’m the One only God; I’m It—a very strong statement.  When He talks about Himself as being 

...the faithful and true Witness...He identified Himself as that in Chapter 1—basically fulfilling 

the role of prophet.  He was the One who revealed God to us.  He is the One who has brought God’s 

message to us.  He is God Immanuel, God in the flesh, God came to us. So it carries all that idea 

that He is the one true God who has made God known to us both in His words and in His person. 

And finally it says ...the Beginning of the creation of God.  Now this is a little bit confusing.  It 

doesn’t mean He had a beginning; it meant He was the Beginner of Creation—in other words the 

Creator. 

 

It’s very much like where Colossians, Chapter one, says that Jesus is ultimately the Creator: ―All 

creation came by Him, in Him and for Him.‖  That’s significant to know because, if you read the 

letter to the Colossians, it actually says in that letter, ―Make sure that the people of Laodicea and the 

people in Hierapolis read this letter.‖ So we would have every reason to believe they were familiar 

with the letter to the Colossians and had this great concept of Jesus as the Genesis 1, Creator God.  

So these are very strong opening statements. 

 

„I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot; I wish that you were cold or 

hot.  So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of 

My mouth.  (Vs. 15-16) 

 

Traditionally, or at least in our circles, this passage is often taught to basically reference that the hot 

is a reference to fired-up Christians, the cold is a reference to unbelievers and then you have the 

lukewarm and there’s debate about whether lukewarm is a lukewarm Christian or a lukewarm 

person that is kind of a religious person but not a Christian.  That’s pretty much the view that I 

have held, without giving it a lot of thought, until this week when I have given it a lot of thought 

and now I disagree with myself. (Laughter) I just don’t think that view can be sustained; I don’t 

think it makes any sense.  Both in analyzing the metaphor and the biblical information, it makes no 

sense.   

 

So let’s start with the metaphor.  You have to understand that in the ancient world, in the ancient 

culture, they believed that hot water and cold water were both very good things, but the one that 

was more valuable than the other would have been the cold.  You can take any water and make it 

hot but it was really hard to get water and make it cold in the ancient world.  Therefore they never 

would have understood cold to be a bad thing.  They would have understood it to be a valued thing, 

so they would have understood both hot water and cold water to be of high value. 
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When you go to the biblical evidence you have this same thing.  Consistently in both the Old and 

New Testaments hot is used for both good and bad.  Cold is used for both good and bad. There isn’t 

a consistent pattern, but the one that is used most for good is cold so it really makes no sense to try 

and make the case that what is being said is that hot is good and cold is bad.  Neither the Scripture 

would support that nor would the first readers have understood that. 

 

I think what’s being said is just simply this:  In the context of Laodicea they would have understood 

that both hot water and cold water are valued and are useful but the water that they had that was 

room temperature, that was stale, was useless. So in essence Jesus is saying, ―I wish it were one or 

the other because those are useful, but you’re not—you are just like the water in Laodicea.  You are 

useless.‖  So then He goes on, “I wish you were one or the other but you’re not. As a matter of fact 

(and this is the Bryan version) you people make me sick.  I would prefer to vomit you out of My 

mouth.‖  The language is very crude and it’s very strong.  When the translators translated ...spit you 

out of my mouth...it’s way too polite.  The translators are trying to be nice there.  The Greek word 

is vomit.  It’s an onomatopoeia; it sounds like what it is.  It’s gross; it’s crude.  That’s the way it’s 

supposed to affect you.  It’s a very strong statement where God is saying, ―I wish you were one or 

the other because they are useful but you’re not and actually what I would like to do is vomit you 

out of My mouth,‖ which is meant to cause the readers to back up and say, ―Whoa, what is the 

problem here?‖  Well, let’s find out.   

 

Verse 17: 

 

„Because you say, “I am rich and have become wealthy, and have need of nothing,” 

and you do not know that you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and 

naked...   

 

Notice the people say themselves, ―Hey, we’re rich; we’re wealthy; we’re self-sufficient and don’t 

need any help.‖  That would have been the mantra of the city of Laodicea.  You saw that when the 

Romans came in to offer to rebuild the city, ―...Don’t need it; we’re self-sufficient; we can take care 

of ourselves.‖ They were very proud of that fact.  It’s very important to understand that this letter 

was not written to the city of Laodicea; this wasn’t a letter to the editor.  This was written to the 

church of Laodicea and it’s the church that is saying, ―We’re rich; we’re wealthy; we don’t need 

any help.‖   And Jesus responds by saying, ―Whoa, what?  Have you looked in the mirror lately?  I 

don’t think you have it right. You are wretched; you are miserable, you are naked, you are poor.‖  

They clearly did not see their need for help. 

 

There is a tremendous correlation between the city of Laodicea and us as Americans.  When we talk 

about wealth, we’re not talking about a handful of people among us; we’re talking about all of us.  

By the world’s standards we are unbelievably wealthy.  Every day we take for granted things that 

most of the world will never know and, because of that, we become very sufficient in ourselves.  

Because of that we become very independent; we have a sense in which we’ve arrived.  The 

American dream, in my opinion, could be summarized by two metaphors:  A bag of money and a    

La-Z-Boy.  That’s what it’s all about at the end of the day.  It’s about comfort, it’s about security, it’s 

about getting all my ducks in a row so nobody’s messing with me; nobody’s rattling my cage; 

nobody’s making my life uncomfortable.  It’s about accumulating a bag of money and a La-Z-Boy 

and feeling like we have arrived.   

 

Gregg Easterbrook, in his book The Progress Paradox, makes a compelling case that we today as 

Americans live better than any generation has in the history of the world.  He makes a very 

compelling case but goes on to say that studies show that we are more unhappy; we are more 
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depressed; we are more despairing; we are more dissatisfied with life than any previous generation.  

Somehow our bag of money and our La-Z-Boy aren’t working.  The problem is this mindset has 

drifted into the church, just as it did in Laodicea, to where we, as Christians, buy into the idea that if 

we have security, if life is comfortable, if everything is the way we want it to be—that’s the goal.  If 

you don’t believe that’s true, just turn on the television and listen to the television preachers.  The 

message is a message of health and wealth and prosperity.  They go so far as to tell you the reason 

Jesus took stripes upon His back is so you could be wealthy, so you could be healthy, so you could 

prosper.  The goal is to have a bag of money and a La-Z-Boy.  So messages become very politically 

correct; there’s a sense of self-sufficiency.  This is a part of what religion does to us.  Religion 

convinces us that we can do it ourselves.  Religion convinces us that we are self-sufficient.  

Religion causes us to think of Jesus as a rabbit’s foot; it’s like a get-out-of-jail free card.  ―I’ve got 

one and I’ve got it in my pocket just in case I need it, but for the most part I can handle it myself.‖  

 

Now certainly we as Bereans would not fall for that...would we?  Many of the messages in today’s 

churches are things like, ―How to prosper‖, ―How to get more money‖, ―How to sow a seed‖, ―How 

to smile more‖, ―How to be the real you‖, ―How to be happier every day‖, ―How to make sure 

everybody likes you‖, and in many of those churches the preacher would never say anything so 

politically incorrect as, ―This morning we are a gathering of sinners, misfits, and losers—only made 

right by the blood of Jesus.‖  As a matter of fact, in many of those environments, if those words 

were spoken, people would walk out, offended because they would object, because in their minds— 

like the Laodiceans—―That’s not true.  Don’t call me that.  I’m somebody; I’m prosperous; I’m 

successful; I’ve accumulated a bag of money and a La-Z-Boy.  Life is good.‖  And there’s 

something deep within their hearts that says, ―I can do this myself; don’t call me that.‖  That’s 

exactly where the Laodiceans were.  They themselves were saying, ―Hey, we’re rich; we’re 

wealthy—don’t need any help.‖  Jesus gave them a bit of a reality check, ―Whoa, wait a minute; 

you are wretched; you are naked; you are poor; you are desperate.‖ 

 

It’s easy over time to forget that I need a Savior as much today as the moment I trusted Christ as 

Savior.  That need never becomes less.  I need salvation past, present and future.  Again, we 

Bereans would never fall for that...would we?  Let me ask you a couple of questions.  How much 

time, honestly, did you spend this week in prayer?  How much time did you spend in this Book?  

How much time did you spend genuinely pursuing a passionate love relationship with Jesus?  If the 

answer is, ―Very little time‖, it’s because you do not think you need it.  This isn’t complicated.  You 

don’t spend time in prayer; you don’t spend time in the Book; you don’t spend time pursuing a love 

relationship with Jesus because you don’t need it.  You’ve got it wired; you’ve got it all figured out. 

―I can do it myself.  I mean it’s really nice to have my ticket to heaven; it’s really nice to have my 

get-out-of-jail free card just in case, but this week I did it myself.‖  Self-sufficient, got it wired—it’s 

easy to allow that mindset to drift in and we lose sight of the fact that I need a Savior as much today 

as I did the day I trusted Christ as Savior.  So what do we do?   

 

Verse 18: 

 

I advise you to buy from Me gold refined by fire, so that you may become rich... 
 

The reference is to invest ourselves in gold that will last forever, very similar to Jesus saying, ―Lay 

not up treasures on earth, but treasures in heaven.‖  It’s to live for more than a bag of money and a 

La-Z-Boy.  The idea of testing by fire always carries the idea of persecution, of testing, of trials.  In 

other words the ultimate end for the believer is not safety; it’s not security; it’s not comfort; it’s not 

suddenly an end to, ―Hey, don’t rock my world; don’t bother me; I’ve got everything just the way I 

want it.‖  That’s why the message of health, wealth and prosperity is so offensive to God.  That isn’t 
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why Jesus died for your sins.  Jesus has called you to be part of a mission. It’s a war and it’s a 

battle.  Jesus didn’t promise health, wealth and prosperity.  Jesus promised, ―They hated me; they 

will hate you; they persecuted me; they are going to persecute you.‖  Jesus said, ―If anyone wants to 

come after me, let him die.‖  Jesus’ calling does not allow us to pursue comfort and safety and 

eliminate the risk of life.  Everything about faith is risky. It’s about taking the call; it’s about rolling 

up our sleeves; it’s about getting in the trenches; it’s about being a part of the war until that day 

when we are together in Paradise forever.  He goes on to say:   

 

...and white garments, that you may clothe yourself, and that the shame of your 

nakedness will not be revealed...   

 

Again the people of Laodicea prided themselves on this beautiful black wool.  They made all these 

expensive garments and probably sported them through the streets and into the church of Laodicea.  

It was their statement.  They had arrived; they were somebody!  They were the envy of those who 

passed by.  But Jesus comes along and says, ―Hey, folks, I tell you this. You better trade in that 

black wool garment for a white garment of righteousness or I’m going to expose your nakedness.  

You are strutting through the streets like you are somebody and I’m telling you that if something 

doesn’t change, I’m going to bust you; I’m going to expose your nakedness and people will see you 

for who you really are.‖  The idea of white garments carries with it the idea of salvation, the idea of 

righteousness, the idea of victory.  So it’s the idea of—instead of living for the applause of this 

world and trying to impress the people around you—live for the things that matter.  It’s a bit like the 

emperor’s new clothes.  The people are strutting through the street and everybody is impressed and 

Jesus is saying, ―Well wait a minute. If something doesn’t change, I’m going to expose you and 

people are going to see who you really are, unless you hang up that black garment and put on a 

white garment of salvation, of righteousness, of obedience.‖ 

 

Thirdly he said:   

 

...and eye salve to anoint your eyes, so that you may see. (Vs. 18)  

 

Again, taking a metaphor from this school of medicine, there is this eye salve that was such a source 

of their pride, of realizing that you people don’t even see yourselves accurately.  Again it’s really 

important to understand that was the problem.  The problem was how they viewed themselves was 

dramatically different from how Jesus viewed them and the idea of the eye salve is, ―You better 

view yourself the way I view you or you’re headed for trouble.”  

 

„Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline; be zealous therefore, and repent.  

Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the 

door, I will come into him and will dine with him, and he with me. (Vs. 19-20) 

 

A very familiar verse—often there is debate about whether standing at the door is for salvation or 

standing at the door for fellowship.  My response would be, ―What difference does it make?‖  

Every church is filled with believers and unbelievers.  I don’t think that’s the point.  I think when 

we start arguing about that, we are missing the point.  Whether you are a believer and He is 

knocking at the door or whether you are an unbeliever and He is knocking at the door, one for 

salvation, one for relationship, it’s still the same metaphor.  The fact is that Jesus longs to have a 

passionate relationship with us. 

 

The idea of dine (supper) is a Greek word that’s a reference to the evening meal, a long leisurely 

meal together—a little bit about food, a lot about relationship.  It’s very similar to Genesis, Chapter 
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3, when God would come to the garden in the cool of the day and He would walk with Adam and 

Eve through the garden. And in a sense, when He came in and they weren’t there and He calls out to 

them, ―Where are you?‖ there’s a very similar imagery.  The problem is we are so familiar with this 

image—it’s been painted; it’s been captured; most of us have seen it on flannel graphs since we 

were kids, and—we lose how stunning this is.  This, against a backdrop of thousands of gods, with 

the understanding that the reason you pursued these gods was because the gods are angry and 

through all this religious stuff there’s a possibility of getting the gods to show the slightest degree of 

attention to you and hopefully to satisfy them so they don’t clobber you.  Even the world religions 

of the day—that is the essence of them—they are fear driven.  The gods are way out there and you 

have to do all this religion. Maybe the god will notice you and, if you do enough stuff, maybe he 

won’t clobber you.   

 

The only One that’s different is the message of the Gospel and it’s turned completely up-side-down 

to where the God of the universe is actually pursuing you—because He longs to have a relationship 

with you.  He wants a passionate love relationship with you, so He stands at the door knocking.  

The problem isn’t that God doesn’t want to spend time with us; the problem is we don’t have time 

for Him.  The One who is the Amen, the only One true God, the One who is the faithful Witness 

from God, the Creator of the universe stands at your door knocking and what do we say?  ―I’m 

kind of busy right now.  I’m watching a reality show.  Can you come back later?‖  I mean think of 

that!  Think of the person you admire the most—whoever that person would be—your favorite 

author, some celebrity, some athlete, some basketball star, whatever. What if one of those people 

was knocking at the door? Can you imagine yourself saying, ―Well I’m kind of busy right now?‖  

You would run to the door and open it up.  The picture is that the God of the universe stands at your 

door and the language, the tenses, are He is continually knocking!  He’s not going away.  We’re the 

ones that are too busy.  We’re the ones that are preoccupied.  We’re the ones that are self-sufficient.  

―Hey, come back later.‖  Staggering to think about, isn’t it? 

 

Verse 21: 

 

„He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne, as I also 

overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.  He who has an ear, let him 

hear what the Spirit says to the churches.‟ ” (Vs. 21-22) 

 

A magnificent ending!  The promise is to those who believe—to those who trust Christ as Savior.  

He promises them a place with Him, on His throne to rule and reign forever!  That’s the theme of 

the book of Revelation.  At the end of the day, Jesus wins!  This is not like a politically correct 

baseball game where, at the end of the game, nobody wins.  You are all winners.  This is real life.  

And at the end of the day, there are winners and there are losers and the promise is that those who, 

by faith, embrace Jesus and His finished work on the cross—the over-comers—are invited to sit 

with Him on His throne and to reign with Him forever.  It’s a magnificent promise!  To those who 

reject, they are lost forever.  That’s the way the book of Revelation ends.   

 

Seven churches...seven letters...Revelation, Chapter 1, Jesus introduces Himself. He unveils 

Himself as Prophet, Priest, and King.  The One who is the Witness—God’s communication to us 

both by His words and by His person—that as Priest He is the One who has released us from the 

bondage of our sin through His shed blood.  He is the One who has made it possible to enter into a 

relationship with a Holy God.  And as King, He is the ultimate Victor; He is the Ruler of the 

universe and, at the end of the book, Jesus wins!  It is not possible to be a Christian church without 

a right doctrine on the Person and work of Jesus.  That is a non-negotiable.  That is the essence of 

the Christian church—it’s about Christ. 
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Jesus promises in Revelation 1: 3:   

 

Blessed (that is the Greek word that means happy; Happy) is the person who hears the 

words of this book and acts on them.   

 

That was the promise followed by these seven letters.  There’s been a tremendous emphasis on the 

importance of truth—that the church is about truth because it’s rooted to the One who is true.  It’s 

not truth as one religion defines it over another religion.  It’s not that people are making this stuff 

up.  It’s truth because it’s true—what we sometimes refer to as true truth.  It’s like a law of nature; 

it’s just simply true.  We don’t make it up; we discover it.  We first understand that there is such a 

thing as true truth and then we stand on that truth—what we have received and what we have heard. 

 

In today’s language we would say that which is contained in God’s revelation to us; we stand on the 

Scripture as God’s Holy Word.  We cannot allow ourselves to begin to embrace the value system of 

the world around us for we stand on that which is true.  That is our calling; that’s who we are.  By 

understanding that, ultimately truth leads us into a dynamic, passionate relationship with Jesus.  If 

the truth isn’t having that effect, you haven’t understood the truth.  There’s no quiz on the other 

side.  We’re not accumulating knowledge so we pass the quiz.  The ultimate end of the truth is that 

we might fall more deeply in love with Jesus and, if we are passionate about our relationship with 

Jesus, we would have to be passionate about that which is on the heart of Jesus—which is His 

mission.   

 

The American dream may be a bag of money and a La-Z-Boy, but that’s not the calling of the 

church.  There is no such calling for the church.  It’s to be in the battle; it’s to roll up our sleeves; 

it’s to engage in the war. It’s to be faithful, to be obedient to what He has called us to do until the 

day we sit with Him upon His throne and reign with Him forever. 

 

This weekend is Memorial weekend.  Many men and women have fought and died for the freedoms 

that we have.  Many people have frustrations with the government but I will tell you this:  I cannot 

think of one single way in which the government limits our ability as the church to be faithful to our 

mission.  There are few churches in the history of Christianity that have experienced the level of 

freedom we have.  For us as Christians, the greatest celebration of Memorial Day would be to be 

faithful about what God has called us to.  One day we are going to stand before God and we are 

going to give an account for how we have stewarded unimaginable freedom to get the job done.  It 

would be very easy at this point to say, ―You know, pastor, it’s a really nice speech. Is it time to go 

now?‖   

 

I want to bring it back around. How do we make sure we don’t become the church of Laodicea?  

The church in America is not filled with atheists.  It’s not filled with agnostics.  It’s not filled with 

bad people.  It’s not filled with anti-God people.  They are good people; they are very religious 

people.  But the church in America has gone to sleep, has become indifferent and has lost its way. 

 

How do we make sure that doesn’t happen to us?  Maybe one of the best ways to assess that is to 

just think about it this way:  Okay, we’ve been at this series for eight weeks—seven strong letters— 

we’ve been hard at it.  In the last eight weeks in what way have you been stirred?  In what way have 

you been challenged?  In what way have you been encouraged?  In what way have you been 

convicted?  In what way are you more passionately in love with Jesus?  In what way have you 

changed?  We need to continually be growing and progressing and changing and not become 

stagnant, not become self-sufficient, to recognize, ―I need a Savior as much today as I did the day I 
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accepted Christ as Savior‖.  So ask yourself the question, ―What’s really changed?‖  Because I will 

tell you this: If, after these eight weeks, you walk through those doors and nothing has changed, you 

have a problem and you are starting to cultivate an indifferent heart.  Every letter ended this way. I 

will end the series this way:  He who has ears, you better hear. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Father, we are thankful that You love us.  You love us too much to just leave us.  Lord, we don’t 

want to be the Laodiceans. We don’t want to be deceived about who we really are.  Lord, we want 

to be faithful.  Lord, I pray that You would speak to our hearts, You would stir within us that which 

we need to hear.  In Jesus’ Name,  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Scripture taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 
Copyright 1960, 1962, 1963, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1987, 1988, 

The Lockman Foundation. Used by permission 

Lincoln Berean Church, 6400 S. 70th, Lincoln, NE 68516 (402) 483-6512 
Copyright 2010– Bryan Clark. All rights reserved. 
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May 29/30, 2010 

Which Church Has It Right? 
A Study of the Seven Churches of Revelation 

The Indifferent Church 
Revelation 3:14-22 

 

 

Opening Discussion 
1. Which do think creates more apathy, success or failure?  Why? 

 

2. Is it easier to fall asleep in a storm or when all is peaceful?  How might this be a lesson for the 

Christian life? 

 

3. Which is harder for a parent to deal with, apathy or rebellion?  Why? 

 

Bible Study 
1. Read Revelation 3:14-22.  What do you know about Laodicea? 

 

2. How does Jesus describe the church in Laodicea?  Describe this church today?  What is the core 

problem? 

 

3. How do we prevent the Laodicean problem of thinking we are ―this‖ when in reality we are ―that?‖ 

 

4. What is the ―advice‖ of verse 18?  What does this mean in practical terms? 

 

5. Compare the picture in verse 20 with the description of Jesus in verse 14.   Who is knocking and why 

is it so stunning that He is outside waiting for an invitation to come in?  Imagine a cultural celebrity 

(your favorite athlete, movie star, musician, politician, author, etc…) outside knocking.  Would 

he/she get more response than the God of the universe? 

 

6. What is the reward for those who ―overcome‖ ?  What does this mean? 

 

7. Review the 7 churches.   List them from worst to best.  What are the core issues that make the 

difference between the worst and best churches? 

 

Application 
1. List the top three things that challenged, convicted or encouraged you in this series? 

 

2. In what way will you be different as a result of this study? 
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