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Far too many Christians buy into an unfortunate theology that I refer to as the Let’s Make a Deal 

theology.  Basically it’s the idea that if I do this and this and this and this, then God owes me, so 

God has to do this and this and this and this.   It’s kind of a, “Hey, God…let’s make a deal.”  The 

problem is that God never promised that.  We tend to think we don’t believe that.  But we get 

exposed when difficult, unexplainable, unfair circumstances hit our life and we find ourselves 

saying, “God, I don’t understand.  This isn’t fair; I’ve done this and this and this and this.  I don’t 

understand why you would do this to me.”  That exposes this, “Hey, God, let’s make a deal” 

theology.  Now we might respond to that by saying, “Yeah, you’re right; I need to readjust my 

expectations.”   But it’s good to understand this.  The problem is not that we set our expectations 

too high.  It’s exactly just the opposite—we set our expectations way too low.  We’re just too 

concerned about the momentary, temporary stuff of this world when God is busy about the stuff that 

will matter forever.  If we’re going to be a faithful Christ follower, we must regain the perspective 

that what ultimately matters is what God has promised and God will be faithful to deliver to those 

who believe.  If you have a Bible, turn with us this morning to Revelation, Chapter 3.  That’s what 

we want to talk about.  

 

We’re up to the church in Philadelphia. Not a lot that we can say about this city—fairly ordinary 

city.  It was about twenty-five miles to the southeast of Sardis where we were last week.  One of the 

distinctions is the main highway that came from the east and went to the city of Smyrna went right 

through Philadelphia.  The significance of that is, because Smyrna was such a significant city, it 

meant a lot of traffic through the city of Philadelphia.  Also a lot of people feel like Philadelphia 

was the gateway to the east. It was the launching pad of Greek culture out to the east and so that 

made it a little bit more significant.  Some people refer to the city of Philadelphia as little Athens 

because there were so many pagan temples that dotted the landscape that it looked like a miniature 

version of the city of Athens.  Like all these cities there’s a lot of Greek religion, a lot of pagan 

religion.  Probably the other distinction was that this city sat on a fault line; they were always 

fearful of earthquakes.  In AD 17 they had a massive earthquake that basically completely 

demolished the city of Philadelphia and ten other cities.  Tiberius Caesar went to work, rebuilt the 

city in honor of himself. They renamed the city Neo-Caesar; they also renamed it Flavius which was 

his name so it appears for about two or three hundred years the names were used interchangeably. 

Sometimes it’s referred to as Neo-Caesar; sometimes it’s referred to as Flavius, sometimes 

Philadelphia—all referring to the same place. 

 

Because of their fear of earthquakes a lot of the people, while they worked and traded and 

worshipped in the city, actually lived out in the surrounding rural areas in order (in their minds) to 

be safer in case another earthquakes appears. 

 

We pick it up in Chapter 3, verse 7: 

 

“And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write:  He who is holy, who is 

true, who has the key of David, who opens and no one will shut, and who shuts 

and no one opens, says this:  (*NASB, Revelation 3:7) 
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Again in each of these letters, Jesus unveils Himself in some way.  He unveils Himself in this letter 

as the one ...who is holy...set apart.  My favorite definition of holiness is other than.  Maybe the 

best way to understand the concept of holiness in both the Old and New Testaments is to remember 

that the context of the ancient world was polytheism, multiple gods.  All of the pagan religions 

believed in hundreds, even thousands, of gods; so every god was just one among many.  The 

concept of holiness among the Hebrew people was that our God is other than every other god. Our 

God is set apart; He’s different; He’s other than; He’s the God of God; He’s the Lord of Lords; 

He’s the King of Kings.  All of that is carried in the idea of holiness.  So Jesus was identifying 

Himself, not just as another one of the gods, but other than—which becomes very important when 

you understand what He’s promised.  The idea of ...true... is the idea that He is good, that He is 

faithful, that He is genuine, that He’s authentic.  It would carry the idea that He’s going to keep His 

promises— whatever He says you can trust Him with that.  And then there’s the idea of ...the key of 

David.  That goes back to the idea of a kingdom and basically, whoever has the keys, controls the 

kingdom. Sometimes the king would trust somebody else with the keys but that person would act on 

behalf of the king.  So whoever holds the keys basically controls the kingdom—they open the doors; 

they close the doors—just a metaphor to that.  The idea of the key of David would be that Jesus was 

the fulfillment of the promise, that Jesus would be the one who would control the kingdom, who 

would open the door and close the door.  So if you take the three concepts: ...holiness...true...and 

...key of David...basically the statement is, “I am the one true God.”  That’s the one true Messiah; 

that’s His introduction there.  Again, as you understand what He promises, that becomes very 

important.   

 

Verse 8: 

 

‘I know your deeds.  Behold, I have put before you an open door which no one 

can shut, because you have a little power, and have kept My word, and have not 

denied My name. 

 

He speaks to the church in Philadelphia and He says that He has put before them ...an open door.  

There’s some dispute about what exactly that means.  Some think it means an open door like a 

mission field to the East, so kind of this missionary thrust out of the church.  That may be true but 

that’s certainly not the primary focus.  When you understand the context of this letter, what’s being 

said is that Jesus is the One who holds the keys, who determines the door that’s open and the door 

that’s closed.  He is saying that in the city of Philadelphia He has opened the door to His kingdom, 

opened the door to the gospel, opened the door for all people who desire to enter in and no one can 

shut it.  This, of course, raises the question, “Who is it that’s trying to shut the door?” and we will 

answer that in just a minute.  He goes on and says ...because you have little power.  Now He’s not 

making a theological statement there.  He’s not saying that you have a little bit of power as a 

Christian; He is saying that you have little power in the community.  It’s a real contrast to the letter 

to Sardis when Jesus said that, “You have a reputation; you have a name.”  The opinion of the 

community is that you are a player—you’re a big deal.  This would be the opposite end of the scale. 

This was a group of people that had not compromised. This was a group of people who had 

remained very faithful and, because of that, they really had little influence. Because of that they 

really weren’t perceived to be players; they really weren’t part of the power structure in the city of 

Philadelphia.  

 

We talked several weeks ago about the fact that government and religion both have a compatible 

operating system.  Both operate on the basis of control and power.  That’s how things get done and 
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that’s why you often find religion and government in bed with one another—because they share the 

same operating system.   It’s always tempting for the Christian church to think, “If we’re going to 

get anything done, if we going to accomplish the mission, if we’re going to change the world, 

somehow we have to tap into that power structure.”  It’s always dangerous for the church to get in 

bed with either religion or the government because our operating system is totally in conflict—it’s 

contradictory to that operating system.  The operating system of the church of Jesus Christ is the 

operating system of brokenness, of humility, of service, of compassion, of love.  We need to respect 

the government but we also need to remember we are not the government and we have a completely 

different operating system.  

 

 Because of that, don’t expect the world to think we have great influence; don’t expect the world to 

think we have great power.  In the opinion of the culture we have little power, little influence.  

That’s what He’s saying, but we remember that our power is ultimately rooted to the one true God— 

the one true Messiah.  He says you ...have kept My word and have not denied My name.  We’ve 

seen this a lot in these letters, this idea of keeping My word, what you have received, what you’ve 

heard—in other words standing on the truth and not compromising, not somehow merging together 

and embracing the value system of the world with God’s truth.  

 

Maybe the best way to understand this church is go to back to the preceding churches.  We went 

back to Pergamum and Thyatira and we remembered that they were entertaining false teaching.  

They were taking the teaching and the value system from the culture and the pagan religions and 

tried to blend it in with the theology of God.  They were watering down the truth and they were 

losing their way.  So you might say that they were part way down this path and there was a strong 

rebuke that they better repent and get back to the truth.  Last week the city of Sardis is farther down 

that path—so far down that path they have compromised to such a degree that Jesus said, “I can’t 

find one single thing in this church to commend.  I cannot find one single evidence of the life of the 

Spirit in this church.”  The church of Philadelphia would be at the other end of this scale.  They 

have not compromised at all. They have stood strong; they’ve kept the Word; they’ve taken their 

stand and, because of that, in the eyes of the community they have little influence. They’re 

struggling; they are going to be subject to persecution but they remained faithful.   

 

There are only two churches in the seven churches of Revelation that do not receive a rebuke and 

this is the second one.  This is a faithful church; this is a very impressive church.  One of the 

interesting distinctions of this church is that this church actually lasted, remained faithful, in effect, 

all the way until the later part of the 14
th

 century.  That was unheard of in those days.  But through 

all of the difficulties and persecution, this church lasted for hundreds and hundreds and hundreds of 

years.  

  

Verse 9: 

 

‘Behold, I will cause those of the synagogue of Satan, who say that they are 

Jews, and are not, but lie—I will make them come and bow down at your feet, 

and make them know that I have loved you. 

 

Very interesting verse.  Talking about ...the synagogue of Satan...this is not new to us.  We had 

this in the letter to the church at Smyrna.  It would make sense that there was this connectivity.  You 

had that major road that goes through Philadelphia to Smyrna. It’s about sixty miles to the west of 

Smyrna so the idea that they were connected in some significant way is likely.  Also in all of these 
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Greek cities—these ancient cities—there was a very strong presence of Hebrew legalism, of 

Judaism.  There was a significant synagogue in Smyrna.  We talked last week in the city of Sardis, 

which was about twenty-five miles to the northwest of Philadelphia, that archaeologists have found 

the remains of the largest synagogue in all of ancient history—so a very significant Hebrew 

establishment there and then here in the city of Philadelphia.  We know that the Jewish legalists 

followed Paul around.  If you read the book of Acts, they basically had the assignment to follow 

him everywhere he went and make his life miserable.  I identified in 2
nd

 Corinthians that Paul’s 

thorn in the flesh was this group of Jewish legalists, whose job was to make his life miserable, to 

bring about persecution and hopefully eliminate the Christian movement. 

 

When He’s talking about the synagogue of Satan we’ll do a quick review of how we defined this 

when we talked about it in the city of Smyrna.  In the ancient world it was required to declare that 

this Caesar, the Emperor in Rome, was lord and god.  You would go to a temple once a year and 

you would offer incense and you would declare that he’s lord and god and they would mark you off 

so they did have a way to track that.  You have to understand that demand in a polytheist culture.  In 

other words they did not believe that there’s only one true God and Caesar is it.  They believed that 

there were thousands of gods and all they were saying is that you have to add the name of Caesar to 

the list.  So that’s what they would do.  The exception to that was the Hebrew people who, for 

thousands of years, had clearly believed there was only one true God.  They were monotheistic.  

Therefore the Caesars were smart enough to know, “We need the Hebrew people on board and, 

given their theology, it’s only going to cause trouble to require them to say that Caesar is god, so 

we’re going to make an exemption.”  So the Hebrew people were exempt from having to go to the 

temple and make that declaration.  The Jewish legalists figured out that they could persecute the 

Christians and hopefully a way to eliminate them was to tell the government that these Christians 

are not true Jews. They don’t follow Judaism; they don’t follow our traditions; they don’t follow our 

practices.  Therefore they don’t technically fall under the exemption; therefore you should persecute 

them and eliminate them and apparently that strategy was very effective.  So you get into this 

language where even though they declared themselves to be a synagogue of God, God Himself— 

Jesus—is saying, “No, actually they are a synagogue of Satan”.  They are being used to destroy the 

very body of Christ, the very people of God.  That’s why it says they ...say they are Jews but they 

lie.  If you read the book of Romans, Paul defines a Jew, not just by his or her ethnicity, but by their 

willingness to believe and embrace that the Messiah has come.  The true Jew would be the Christian 

Jew who has embraced Jesus as the Messiah.   As a matter of fact, even until today, the most Jewish 

of all Jews are Christian Jews.  Those who have embraced the coming of the Messiah and live in the 

fulfillment of what God promised.  They are more Jewish than any other of the traditional Jews.   

And that’s what’s being said here.  They say they’re Jews but they lie.  They don’t understand the 

essence. The true essence of being a Jew is to embrace the Messiah who has come. 

 

Now let’s go back to our question.  These Jewish legalists—Judaism—were guilty of pressing their 

Jewish traditions, their laws, their requirements, in order to define the people of God which now 

goes back to our question:  Who is trying to shut the door of God’s kingdom?  Why does He have to 

say, “I’m the one with the keys and I’m the one who opens it and no one can shut it.”  You go back 

to Matthew, Chapter 23, verse 13. Jesus is rebuking the scribes and Pharisees who are the leaders of 

Judaism and what He says to them is, “You shut the door to the kingdom; you try to keep people out 

of the kingdom.”  It’s one of His rebukes to them.  I think what He’s talking about here is this strong 

presence of Jewish legalism, attempting to say, “Hey, this idea that on the basis of God’s grace and 

mercy you can enter into God’s kingdom is false.  You have to do this, this, this and this.”  And by 

doing so they were shutting the door to many people in the city of Philadelphia.   

 



5 

 

This is very interesting to think about.  We’ve talked a lot about the importance of truth and we’ve 

talked a lot about relativism. We’ve talked a lot about what might be called liberalism and, when I 

talk about liberalism, I’m not talking about political liberalism, I’m talking about theological 

liberalism—those that devalue the authority of Scripture and the truth of God’s Word.  But we could 

also say that legalism distorts the truth just as much as liberalism.   

 

When you go back to our roots, this church comes out of the Fundamentalist movement.  The 

Fundamentalist movement was started as a reaction against modernism and a very important and 

necessary reaction.  Modernism was taking the church down a bad path and fundamentalism was a 

reaction to that.  But as oftentimes is the case, often the reaction is an overreaction and the 

pendulum swings too far to the other side.  And that’s exactly what happened.  What’s ironic about 

that is, for a movement that was so outspoken about those who had distorted the truth, they 

themselves distorted the truth through their legalism.  You can distort the truth through liberalism; 

you can distort the truth through legalism.  Sometimes the justification was: “If you are going to err, 

at least err on the conservative side.”  But I would say that’s still error.  The goal should never be to 

err; the goal should be to be theologically correct.   

 

That statement flows out of a diagram that I understood and embraced for years, that basically goes 

like this:  If you can imagine in your minds that there’s a line here and at one end of the line is 

legalism.  At the other end of the line is liberalism or license.  I’m going to use those terms 

synonymously.  The idea was that there was always this tension between the two movements. You 

have legalism and you have liberalism or license so the idea was the church has to figure out where 

in there is the balance.  So the idea was, “If I have to be out of balance I at least need to be out of 

balance to the legalistic side because that’s the conservative side; that’s the safer side.”   

 

Several years ago, when we were going through the books of Galatians, that’s when—for me 

personally—the light bulb when on and I realized that was the diagram that was in my mind and it’s 

completely false.  Read the book of Galatians for yourself.  Read the book of Romans for yourself.  

It’s very clear.  The conflict is not between legalism and license, between legalism and liberalism.  

The conflict is between the flesh and the spirit.  The spirit is a reflection of that which is possible 

through the life and the power of the Spirit.  The flesh is the idea of that which I can do on my own. 

 

There is a lot of good that’s done in the flesh but it’s still limited to that which I can do myself, in 

my own power.  All religion flows out of the flesh.  At the flesh end of the scale there are two 

expressions: one is license; one is legalism.  But we must understand both of those are expressions 

of the flesh.  We probably—many of us—could name people who were neck deep in license at one 

time. In other words they justified all kinds of immorality.  Then they kind of have a religious 

experience and they swing all the way to the other side and now have become very rigid and 

legalistic.  Or I’ve known people that were very rigid and legalistic and then they break free from 

that and they swing all the way to the side of license and they justify any behavior under the 

umbrella of God’s grace and mercy.  The reason people swing like that is because they are just two 

different expressions of the flesh.  They’re still at the wrong end of the scale.  They are still living 

out of the flesh so they just swing from one to the other. 

 

At the other end is the life in the Spirit.  The life in the Spirit always leads us into obedience, always 

leads us to that which is pleasing to God, never leads us to that which is offensive to God.  It always 

leads us consistent with the mission that God has given His church.  That’s the supernatural life of 

the Spirit and that’s ultimately what God wants for us. 
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So now let’s go back to the challenge in the church of Philadelphia.  What I think was happening is 

that those Jewish legalists were saying, “No, it’s not that easy.  Don’t be naïve.  You can’t think that 

just on the basis of the mercy thing that somehow you merit a relationship with God. You have to 

do this and this and this.”  And ultimately they were doing what legalists always do and that is the 

legalists convince you that they themselves hold the keys to the kingdom, that they’re the ones who 

are in charge of who gets in and who gets out.  They have their clipboard; they have their lists; they 

have their pen and they watch you and they check things off and they determine if you are in or out.  

This is one of the great challenges of legalism.  Somewhere along the way the legalist is convinced, 

“I now have the keys to the kingdom and I’ll decide who’s in and I’ll decide who’s out” which was 

the problem in the first century.  It’s quite a contrast to the magnificent message of God’s grace—

that the door is open regardless of who you are, regardless of what you’ve done, regardless of your 

past.  Jesus is saying, “Hey wait a minute here, those folks don’t hold the keys to the kingdom. I do! 

And I’m saying that the door’s open and I’m saying whosoever will, may come on the basis of Jesus 

death, burial and resurrection—to those who believe, to those who embrace that message, to those 

who say, “Yes, I’m a sinner in need of a Savior.”  Jesus puts a sign over His kingdom that says 

Sinners, Misfits and Losers Welcome—to experience the life changing power of the Spirit.  Notice 

what He says though.  It’s very interesting.  He says...I will make them (meaning these Jewish 

legalists)...I will make them come and bow down at your feet and make them know...that you 

were right. 

 

Doesn’t say that does it?  (Laugher)We kind of wish it did.  What a great day that one day everyone 

would gather together and Jesus would come along and with all the conflict, all the different world 

religions, all the stuff that’s out there, Jesus would come along and say, “Okay, folks, here’s the 

deal.  You were wrong...and these folks were right.”  Doesn’t feel very good does it?   See, that’s 

the problem. We have to be really careful we don’t get into that way of thinking—that we make it an 

us and them thing, that at the end of the day what we’re really wanting is for Jesus to settle the 

debate and say, “Alright, everybody, these folks were right.”  Because then it becomes this debate 

about who’s right and who’s wrong and it gets a tone to it that’s not helpful at all. 

 

That’s not what He says.  He says at the end of the day, he will gather the people and they will bow 

down and Jesus will say to them ...I have loved you.  See this is the scandalous nature of grace. 

This is what is so offensive and objectionable to the religious world.  Don’t tell me, that simply on 

the basis of grace and mercy, that someone could experience this relationship with God.  That’s not 

possible!  It’s naïve; you’ve got to do this and do that and do this and do that and somehow you 

have to earn it.  That’s how everything works in life.  One of the reasons why religion is so popular 

is because it makes sense to people.  It seems consistent with every other experience in life:  That I 

do have to do something; I have to somehow earn my way; I have to perform; there has to be some 

way in which finally I’m graded on some scale and God says either you’re in or you’re out.  People 

say, “That makes sense to me; that’s the way everything in life works.”  And then Jesus comes 

along with this scandalous message of grace and says, “Whoa, wait a minute…that’s not the way it 

works,” because no one could perform at a standard that’s required by God.  Therefore God Himself 

became flesh and took our place on a cross, died for our sins, took our punishment upon Himself, in 

order that He might grant us forgiveness, simply on the basis of His grace and His mercy.  Simply 

by a willingness to receive what He has offered us, we have forgiveness of our sin and enter into a 

passionate love affair with Jesus.  That message to the religious world is scandalous.  But Jesus one 

day is going to gather the religious world and in a really unimaginable scene, they are going to bow 

down and Jesus is going to say, “Hey, folks, it was true.  It was true! On the basis of My grace and 

mercy, I took these sinners and misfits and losers and I saved them and I love them. And I’ve been 
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carrying out a passionate love affair with them and I’m going to love them forever.  It’s an amazing 

scene. 

 

We need to remember when we are talking to other people who disagree with us, this isn’t a debate 

that we have to win.  This is more of a desire for them to know that this scandalous message of 

grace is true and that I’m not a high performer; I’m not self-righteous; I don’t bring some great 

package to God.  I’m a sinner, misfit and a loser but, by the grace of God, He has saved me and He 

loves me and I want you to know He offers the same to you.  Even though religion and the legalists 

may have said, “The door is closed to you, you big mess-up, you big loser.”  Jesus says, “Whoa, 

wait a minute...those folks don’t hold the key.  I’m the only one that holds the key and I’m saying 

the door’s open and all who wish to receive my gift may freely enter.”   

 

Verse 10: 

 

‘Because you have kept the word of My perseverance, I also will keep you from 

the hour of testing, that hour which is about to come upon the whole world, to 

test those who dwell on the earth. 

 

If you’ve been reading a commentary and were not sure where that commentator stood on his or her 

end-times theology, when you hit this verse, it’s clear because there’s suddenly an explosion of 

positions.  What’s interesting when you read the commentaries is everyone’s saying, “Clearly this is 

a reference to...Clearly the Greek language means...Clearly, but clearly everybody disagrees.  So 

clearly, it’s not that clear.” (Laughter) The Greek really is not decisive; it can go either way.  It can 

either be expressing that God will keep us by removing us or God will keep us by protecting us 

through the hour of testing. It doesn’t really determine one way or the other.  My biggest problem is 

this: When people argue about that they tend to miss the point of the text.  That is consistently my 

argument.  Do you think that’s what the first readers were worried about?  These were people 

headed to severe persecution. Life was very hard for them. Do you think that’s what they were 

arguing about?  The promise is this: The promise of Jesus is there is going to come an hour of 

testing; things are going to get really hard.  I want you to know that I will be there for you.  I will 

not leave you; I will get you through it and really the message is, “I will get you to the other side 

where life is more magnificent than I can even describe.”  That’s the promise—that no matter what 

this life throws at you—the promise of Jesus is, “I will get you through it,” and then He goes on to 

describe why that matters.   

 

Verse 11: 

 

‘I am coming quickly; hold fast what you have, so that no one will take your 

crown. 

 

Again, a crown is a reference to salvation.  There aren’t all these different crowns that mean 

different things.  They’re all meaning salvation.  He’s going to go on and explain what He means by 

salvation—salvation past, present and future.  Again this word for crown isn’t the Greek word for a 

king and his crown.  It’s just a simple word that means a garland or wreath; it’s just a metaphor for 

a reward at the end of the day.  So what’s the reward?   
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Verse 12: 

 

‘He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he will not 

go out from it anymore; and I will write on him the name of My God, and the name of 

the city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My 

God, and My new name.  He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 

churches.’ (Vs. 12-13) 

 

Now there’s a lot of name and new name and a lot of discussion about what exactly that means and 

it’s hard to sort out.  I think what we do know is name is a reference to possession; name is a 

reference to victory; name is a reference to the winner.  There is just a sense that, at the end of the 

day, God wins and it’s His city and it’s His name and, as part of that, you get a new name.  The idea 

of the ...pillar in the temple...there are different ideas of what that’s referring to.  Some think that 

because the pillars were about the only thing that survived in the earthquake, that it’s a reference to 

the pillars as being the thing that will remain.  Others think that it’s a reference to when, in the 

pagan religions, if you were really somebody, that you got a pillar installed in one of the temples 

with your name on it.  That was kind of the ultimate award in that culture.  I think ultimately what’s 

being said, in a metaphorical way, is that what He’s promising is that you have a permanent place in 

His city.  This new Jerusalem that’s ...coming down out of heaven...(we talked about it in our Life 

After Death series and it talks about it in the end of the book of Revelation—this magnificent city 

that comes out of the heavens) that virtually heaven and earth come together as the earth is made 

new and redeemed back.  The city comes out of heaven and the promise, like each of these letters, is 

that you have a permanent place in this magnificent city forever. You go to the end of the book of 

Revelation and you read the description of this city and it is beyond our ability to possibly describe. 

 

The faithful church remained faithful because they understood that ultimately it isn’t about the 

momentary, temporary stuff of this life.  It’s about that which lasts forever and the promise was that 

the door is open, that those who choose to come through the door receive My life, become part of 

My kingdom. And the promise is that I will get you through whatever this life has to offer and I 

guarantee you a place in this magnificent place to come forever.  It’s described as a place with no 

more tears, no more sorrow, no more loneliness, no more insecurity, no more emptiness, no more 

questions.  A place that is more satisfying and more fulfilling that one can imagine—everything that 

we’ve ever longed for! 

 

Which church has it right?  Well of course it’s the faithful church.  But one might ask the question, 

“What difference does it even make which church has it right?”  And the answer would be it makes 

all the difference in the world because what is at stake is absolutely everything. 

 

Over the years I’ve come more and more to understand that the promise of the life to come isn’t just 

the next life.  It’s redemptive.  It is redeeming all creation back to Himself. But the idea of 

redemptive is that I’m going to redeem back everything that sin has taken away.  In other words I’m 

going to give you everything that your souls ever longed for.  You look at this life and you say, “I 

wish this could have been different.  I wish things could have been different with my mom or my 

dad. I wish things could have been different in my marriage. I wish things could have been different 

with my health. I wish things could have been different for this and that.”  Everything that your soul 

longs for you say, “If I could just go back and do it again, this is what I wish.”  The idea of 

redemption is that God redeems it all back. He satisfies your every longing; He makes it all right.  It 

is the most remarkable place imaginable.  What’s even more stunning is the message of this letter 

says that this morning the door is wide open to anyone who desires to experience that forever.   
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There have got to be people sitting here this morning who religion has told you, “You’re never 

going to make it; you’re a misfit; you’re a loser; the only way you’re going to get in is if you 

outperform others,” and you think in your mind, “No way”.  Your heart is filled with despair and 

loneliness and you wonder if it could ever change.  And yet the message of this letter is, “Hey, 

folks, religion doesn’t hold the keys.  The legalist with his clipboard doesn’t hold the keys.  Jesus 

holds the keys and He’s the only one with the keys and He has said the door’s wide open, no matter 

who you are, no matter what you’ve done, no matter what your struggles, no matter what your sins, 

no matter what your failures.” No matter what your story has been, the invitation this morning is, 

“Hey, the door is wide open on the basis of what Jesus has done for you on the basis of His grace 

and mercy He offers you His salvation as a gift.  You simply receive it by faith.”  Can you imagine 

that moment?  “Just think of stepping on shore, finding it heaven...of touching a hand and finding 

it’s God’s...of breathing new air and finding it celestial...of waking up in glory and finding it’s 

home.”
1 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Father, we’re thankful this morning for your scandalous grace.  Lord, one of the 

biggest hang-ups that religion has with your message is grace—it just can’t be that 

way. Yet one day the world will gather and you will say, “It was true; it was true on 

the basis of grace”.  Jesus will say, “I have carried out a love affair with these 

people.”  Lord, I pray for those here this morning who have never entered through 

that open door, who have never understood before that this would be their hour to 

receive this scandalous gift of a relationship with Jesus today and paradise with Him 

forever.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen 

 

 

 

 
1
 From “Finally Home” written by Don Wyrtzen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Scripture taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 
Copyright 1960, 1962, 1963, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1987, 1988, 

The Lockman Foundation. Used by permission 
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Copyright 2010– Bryan Clark. All rights reserved.  
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May 22/23, 2010 

Which Church Has It Right? 
A Study of the Seven Churches of Revelation 

The Faithful Church 
Revelation 3:7-13 

 

Opening Discussion 
1. What are the challenges to remaining focused and faithful as a Christian? 

 

2. Which is the biggest threat to the faithful church, legalism or liberalism (theological not political)?  

Why? 

 

3. What makes the applause of this world so intoxicating?  Have you had those moments?  How long 

did the “feeling” last? 

 

Bible Study 
1. Read Revelation 3:7-13.  What do you know about the city of Philadelphia? 

 

2. How does Jesus describe Himself (v. 7) and what is the significance of this description?   What is the 

relationship between this description and the promises He makes to believers? 

 

3. What does He mean by “little power?”  What is the danger for the church when it begins to 

experience or pursues “big power?”    How does the true church of Jesus differ from religion when it 

comes to the pursuit of power? 

 

4. The synagogue of Satan refers to legalistic Jews dominated by religion.  Compare Matthew 23:13.   

In what way does legalism attempt to “shut the door” to the kingdom?  What evidence would there 

be that legalists believe they hold the keys to the door?  Is this right? 

 

5. What is the promise to believers in 3:9?  What does this mean?  What will the religious legalists 

know?   What is the difference between wanting to win the argument versus genuinely wanting 

people to know on the basis of grace we’re having a love affair with Jesus? 

 

6. What is promised to believers in 3:10-13?  Why would this have been appealing to the first readers?  

How does our comfortable lifestyle cause us to lose our eternal perspective? 

Application 
1. What 5 specific things in this letter encourage you?  Why? 

 

2. What can you do to make sure you live for the applause of heaven and not the momentary applause 

of this world?   
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