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Some time ago Patti and I were taking a little trip and were in an area that is pretty touristy and we 

saw a very impressive building. It was a beautiful log building. It was huge and had all of these 

flags in front that were flying. It was called the National Carving Museum. Well, Patti had just 

finished a carving class and we’re always up for something that’s kind of artsy so we thought this 

would be great! We go in—it was actually quite expensive—and we decided to bite the bullet and 

give it a try. So we paid our money and from there we went into this little room where you viewed 

what looked like somebody’s home video of a particular carver. We found out everything in this 

museum was carved by one person. You kind of watched this home video of him carving, which 

was actually quite boring, and so after a little bit we slipped into the museum with great 

anticipation. The moment you walked into the museum, it was just stunning in that it was just a 

warehouse. And in this warehouse—it was a metal building; the log façade was just that, a façade—

there were just several stations where they had different carvings that this guy had carved. But they 

were all in glass showcase containers and there was so much dust on the containers you literally had 

to wipe the dust off to see what was in the container. And strangely enough we were the only ones 

in there too. (Laughter)  It just got more and more amusing and we finally exited and when we left, 

we turned around and looked at the building again because it was very impressive. Clearly this was 

a business targeted toward the tourist dollar. We get a tourist in here one time. I found myself 

asking the question, ―Is there anyone in the world who’s ever paid to see it twice?” (Laughter) A 

very impressive external but, on the inside, very disappointing. I wonder if that describes any 

churches. 

 

If you have a Bible, turn with us to Revelation, Chapter 3. That’s what we’d like to talk about this 

morning. We’re up to the fifth of our seven churches of Revelation. This is the city of Sardis. It’s 

about twenty miles south of Thyatira so we’ve gone all the way up north. We’re making the loop 

back south and we’ll come around and basically make a full loop. The city of Sardis at one time was 

quite an impressive place. When Persia controlled this part of Asia it was actually the capital but 

now that Rome controlled this part of Asia, it was really a city that once had great glory but now it 

really faded into insignificance. It at one time was a significant city because of the trade routes. 

There were five different roads that basically intersected right there—so it was significant as a trade 

route.  It also then was a key military route. The armies that came through and back and forth 

typically all came through that Hermus valley, which is what they controlled. 

 

Some of the things that were distinct about the city of Sardis, were they boasted a huge gymnasium. 

For whatever reason that was distinctive for them. They also had a massive synagogue—a Jewish 

synagogue—believed to be the largest Jewish synagogue in the ancient world. It was the size 

basically of a football field, so it was a massive structure. They also had what was called an 

Acropolis which was basically just a tower that sat at one end of the city. It was about eight hundred 

feet above the city and was the place of refuge when they were under attack—they were under 

siege—which actually happened a lot because of their significant location. They would flee into the 

tower and there they would find their safety. On three sides of the tower were just sheer rock 

cliffs—absolutely no access. On one side that they accessed from the city—it was still very 
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treacherous— there was kind of a secret route in and that’s how they got in and then protected 

themselves. 

There were only two times in their history that the city was ever really defeated, both times because 

someone figured out how to get into the Acropolis. About 6 BC Cyrus was on the move and they 

were in the area and, of all things, one of the soldiers lost his helmet. It came out of the tower and it 

went all the way down to the bottom. So he went to retrieve it and he didn’t realize that there was a 

spy that was lurking close by.  The spy saw him and just followed him and figured out the secret 

passageway, waited till night and led the army in and they were defeated. Something similar 

happened about two hundred years later with Antiochus and they figured out how to get in. On 

those two times the city was defeated and, on both occasions, there was no watchman. I think that 

does come up in this letter. 

 

Not only did the city boast this Acropolis, but it also boasted this Necropolis.  That’s a fancy word 

for a cemetery. For whatever reason the city of Sardis had this death fixation and they were very 

proud of this massive cemetery that basically dotted the landscape outside the city. As a matter of 

fact they were known as the city of a thousand hills and the hills are a reference to the burial 

mounds that littered the landscape. So they had a fixation on death and that was a bragging point—

the cemetery.  I think that makes it into the letter as well. 

 

There was a time when this city was filled with wealth; it was filled with influence; it was a 

significant city. But by this point in the first century their glory days had clearly passed them by. 

They were living on wealth that had been accumulated in years gone by. They were living on a past 

reputation—past glory—but life for the most part had passed them by. As a matter-of-fact, think 

about maybe a family that has lots of money and the parents die and they leave an inheritance to 

their children and their grandchildren. And the children live totally irresponsible lives—immoral 

lives.  They party every day; they have parties by the pool; they just basically are wasting their life 

away.  If you think of that imagery, that would be the city of Sardis at this point. Living on past 

glory, living on past wealth, it had become extremely irresponsible, very immoral. As a matter-of-

fact one historian said he could not imagine another city in the ancient world where there was such 

a dramatic difference between the glory of what they once were to what they had become at the 

latter part of the first century. 

 

Another historian records them as the city of peace and that sounds like a very nice distinction. But 

he goes on to say the reason they were a city of peace was not because they had conquered, not 

because they were strong, not because they were oppressive, but because they had become totally 

insignificant. Everybody left them alone because they were insignificant; they were a non-factor; 

they were no longer players. Everybody just kind of ignored them because they had become so 

irrelevant. So that’s the context of the city of Sardis and the context for the church there in Sardis. 

 

Chapter 3, Verse 1: 

 

“To the angel of the church in Sardis write: He who has the seven Spirits of 

God, and the seven stars, says this: (*NASB, Revelation 3:1a) 

 

Again, with each letter, Jesus unveils Himself with a different description.  In this case He’s making 

reference to the one ...who has the seven Spirits of God. This came up in the first chapter and we 

identified the seven Spirits as an apocalyptic language reference to the Holy Spirit. Seven is a 

reference to completion—the fullness of the Spirit. Jesus is the one that has the Spirit. In both the 

Old and New Testaments the Spirit is really symbolic of life. The Hebrew word for spirit and the 
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Greek word for spirit, both of them are actually the words for breath, and in both of those 

languages, breath is that which defines life. So the Spirit really carries the idea of life and that’s 

significant when we get farther into the letter and we see what the problem is. He says: 

 

‘I know your deeds, that you have a name and that you are alive, but you are 

 dead. (Vs. 1b) 
 

Wow! Let’s get right to the point here. Some of you think I’m kind of blunt. (Laughter) Jesus is 

getting right to the point. You have a name; that means that you have a reputation. You’re a player; 

you have this glory; you have this very impressive building; you have a lot of religious activity. 

From the vantage point of the people in the community you have a name as being something. But in 

the verdict of Jesus—and the only opinion that matters—He says ...but you are dead. 

 

It’s interesting to think about the contrast between the view of the community and the view of Jesus. 

We might say there is the applause of this world and there is the applause of heaven and rarely do 

the two applaud the same thing. It’s easy for churches to find a degree of success and to achieve a 

degree of the applause of man. And this is a huge problem because applause is intoxicating. Once 

you’ve had it you’d like to have it again and again and again and pretty soon you find yourself 

playing to the applause of man which rarely then draws the applause of heaven. The world has one 

value system. The world would define success in a church one way. God defines it a different way 

and, as a church, it’s very important to always remember that we need to pursue the applause of 

heaven and not become intoxicated by the applause of this world. 

 

Now why did He choose the word ...dead? Don’t read into this, meaning that they were 

unbelievers—spiritually dead.  He’s not using theological language in that way. It’s just creating a 

picture—a metaphor.  As a matter-of-fact, when we get just a little bit farther, it’s clear they were 

not totally dead. It’s a little bit like Princess Bride—they were just mostly dead—(Laughter) and 

there still is the chance of life. I think He uses the word dead because of their fixation on death. It 

was just a convenient metaphor that they would have easily understood. Because of their fixation on 

this Necropolis, there was this sense of death and the reality of death. And so he’s talking about the 

fact that the church, in essence, showed no life. The essence of the church is life. The essence of 

religion is death. Religion is about externals. Religion is about show. Religion is about going 

through the motions. Religion focuses on me and what I do to impress God. Religion ultimately is 

about that which is dead and lifeless; that’s one of the distinctions. What is different about the 

church of Jesus Christ is it should be filled with life and it’s not life that’s manufactured. It’s life 

that is given through the power and the presence of Jesus. That’s the distinction that he is drawing 

here. 

 

Verse 2: 

 

‘Wake up, and strengthen the things that remain, which were about to die; for I 

have not found your deeds completed in the sight of My God. (Vs. 2) 
 

When He’s talking about ...your deeds completed... (the deeds fulfilled or carried out) in essence 

what He is saying is, “I find nothing in this church that’s commendable,‖ which is striking. You go 

back to the other letters and in each letter it opens with a commendation:  Jesus says, ―These are the 

things that you’re doing well.‖ Go back and list them: ―You’re persevering; you’re serving; you’re 

faithful.‖  Go back through the different churches in the list. What He’s saying to this church in 

Sardis, that has a reputation as a happening church, is that, in the evaluation of Jesus, ―I cannot find 
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one single thing that gives evidence of the life of the Spirit among you.‖ It’s a very serious rebuke. 

The idea of ...wake up... is the idea of perhaps a watchman who has fallen asleep. It’s a military 

term. It means to be watchful, to wake up, again perhaps going back to that time when the Acropolis 

was seized and the city was defeated because they had no watchman or the watchman was asleep. It 

has that same type of imagery and perhaps that’s the reason why here. 

 

Verse 3: 

 

‘So remember what you have received and heard; and keep it, and repent. 
                                                                                                                                                             (Vs.  3a) 

 

Now it is very important to understand what the problem is. Anytime you see this in the New 

Testament ...what you have received and what you have heard... it’s a reference to truth. Over 

the last couple of weeks I’ve made a big deal about the importance of truth, because the essence of 

the Church is we’re all about truth because we’re rooted to the One who is the Truth. That’s who we 

are; that’s what defines us; that’s our essence. We talked a lot about relativism because the 

discussion has to start with an understanding there is such a thing as truth. And truth is not as 

defined by this religion or that religion, or this group or that group; it’s just truth that is true because 

it’s rooted to the One who is true. It’s like a law of nature. Nobody’s making this stuff up. It’s just 

true because it’s rooted to the One who is true and it’s a pursuit of trying to discern and embrace 

that which is true. So when Jesus is talking about ...remember what you received...that’s always a 

reference to what you received from the apostles. The teaching and tradition passed down from the 

apostles and what you heard—whoever planted this church, whoever grounded them in the truth—

it’s a reference to that. So basically the reference is to that which you received from the apostles, 

that which you were originally taught, which established the Church. Somewhere along the way 

they forgot that. Somewhere along the way they haven’t kept that. Somewhere along the way they 

have drifted away from that. They have blended into their context. As a matter-of-fact it’s striking 

to go back and read a couple of the other letters and remind ourselves this was a time of severe 

persecution. This was a time in some of these cities like Ephesus and Smyrna and Pergamum that it 

was very dangerous to be a Christian. People were being imprisoned; people were being executed. 

That’s a main theme in the first few letters. This, geographically, is not far away, and yet there isn’t 

the slightest hint of any tension, any persecution, any danger because they had simply assimilated 

themselves into the culture. There was no reason for conflict; there was no reason for persecution; 

there was no reason for danger. They had just simply embraced the culture. They were just one big 

happy family. 

 

One of the ways to process this is to go back to the discussion with the church of Pergamum, with 

the teachings of Balaam. You go back to the discussion of Thyatira and the seduction of Jezebel and 

what you would say is, ―Sardis is just farther down that same road.‖ Whereas in those previous two 

churches there was still this battle between that which is true and that which is not, the warning was 

to repent and make changes before it’s too late. But the city of Sardis is much farther down the 

road and now they have so blended in with the culture you can’t tell the difference between what 

the culture believes and what the church believes. They’re one big happy family and everybody’s 

getting along. Everything’s safe, comfortable and peaceful. Interestingly enough archaeologists 

have uncovered a huge foundation that was the foundation of the church in Sardis and it sits right 

next door to one of the huge temples in the city of Sardis. There is even this feeling that they were 

just one of many options in the city, so let’s just all get along here and be one big happy family. 

And that’s now what they had become. The encouragement in these letters is to find the truth, to 
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embrace the truth and to hold on—to keep it. The admonishment here is to change their mind, to 

repent, to do something quickly.  

 

Therefore if you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know 

at what hour I will come to you. (Vs. 3b) 

 

The idea of ...a thief—don’t read into this the rapture, the second coming—it’s just simply a 

reference to, in their history, a couple of times armies have come in at night like a thief. In the 

darkness there was no watchman and they were defeated. I think it’s picking up the history of the 

city and using that as a metaphor—that Jesus is going to come, if something doesn’t change, like a 

thief in the night, when they least expect it, and He’s going to discipline them. He’s going to judge 

them for the choices they’ve made. 

 

Verse 4: 

 

‘But you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their garments; and 

they will walk with Me in white, for they are worthy. (v. 4) 

 

Clearly there’s a remnant that’s hanging on. There’s a remnant that’s still trying to do the right 

thing—that’s trying to be set apart. The idea of a white garment carries everything from the idea of 

victory to the idea of holiness to the idea of obedience—probably all of that. But Jesus has clearly 

identified there’s a small remnant that’s still trying to do the right thing. The main manufacturing in 

the city of Sardis was the manufacturing of wool and wool garments, wool products.  So perhaps 

this imagery is used because this was kind of the garment district, if you will, and so it was a very 

obvious metaphor for them. There is evidence that, in the ancient world, it was very inappropriate to 

ever approach the gods with a soiled garment. That was just considered to be wrong and so perhaps 

he’s picking up this imagery from the pagan world or from the world of idolatry and using it to 

illustrate those who are pursuing Christ and are wearing a clean garment. I think it’s likely that in a 

garment district, where they manufactured these garments, that they would doubly and triply 

emphasize that it’s not good to approach the pagan gods with a soiled garment because it’s good for 

business. ―You better not go up to the idols dressed like that; how about a new garment?” And so it 

probably was a very big emphasis which provided a very significant metaphor—that ultimately 

Christ is calling those who will be set apart from the culture to walk in obedience and holiness. 

  

Verse 5: 

 

‘He who overcomes will thus be clothed in white garments; and I will not erase 

his name from the book of life, and I will confess his name before My Father 

and before His angels. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to 

the churches.’ (Vs. 5-6) 

 

Again in each of these letters, when He makes reference to those who overcome, it’s very important 

to understand He’s not saying those who are the best performers, those who are the high flyers, the 

best of the best. That’s contrary to everything the New Testament teaches. It is synonymous with 

those who believe, those who have trusted Christ as Savior, those whom Jesus, through His blood, 

has made white as snow and the promise is for those: ―There is this glorious future.‖  

 

Now what does He mean when He says that He ...will not erase their name? Sometimes I think, in 

the Scriptures, we get too clever for our own selves. If a statement like this shows up, we believe 



6 

 

automatically then that the opposite is true. If that’s true, then what He is saying is there is the 

possibility that He will erase some names but, if you hang in there till the end, He won’t erase the 

names. We’re reading something into the text that isn’t there. We’re getting a little too clever for 

ourselves. I think you have to understand these statements within the context in which they were 

given. 

 

In the ancient world, for example in the city of Sardis, when you were declared a citizen, your name 

was recorded in a book of citizens and that was a big deal. When you died your name was erased. 

Death ended your citizenship. If you committed a certain crime, your name might be erased. If you 

perhaps violated some of the temple laws enough, for example in a soiled garment, at some point 

your name may be erased. It’s possible—and this is speculative—that part of the threat was if you 

continue to follow Jesus and don’t assimilate into the culture, we’ll erase your name. So they were 

happy to make a decision whether they were going to remain in the book of Sardis or whether they 

were going to have their name written in the book of Life. The promise is basically this: Even 

though in the city of Sardis, when you die your name will be erased, that those who believe in me—

I promise you this—that even though you die, your name will never be erased. It’s very similar to 

Romans, Chapter 8, that not even death can separate us from the love of God. It’s actually a very 

strong statement of assurance contrasted to what they understood within their own culture, in their 

own city. 

 

So the promise is that one day Jesus would stand by you before the Father and He would 

acknowledge you; He would confess you. Again that’s a very strong word; it’s a legal term that 

basically means in a court of law, I will stand and give testimony to this person. So Jesus’ promise 

is that, “Even though you die, your name will not be erased”—very different from the culture in 

which we live—“and I will stand with you as you stand before the Father and I will acknowledge 

that you are a citizen of Heaven.” So very strong statements here are to encourage the people to 

think about living for that which ultimately matters, living for that which lasts forever, rather than 

being assimilated into the temporary, corrupt culture of their day. 

 

The city of Sardis at one time had this great glory that now had faded and they were living on a past 

reputation, past wealth, past glory. The church seems to have followed that same track. At one time 

maybe it was a thriving church but, at this point, they had so assimilated into the culture that even 

though the culture thought that they were something, Jesus declared, ―You’re dead. I can’t find one 

single thing that reflects the life of the Spirit.” 

 

So what do we do with this letter?  It’s very easy.  Probably every single one of us could identify 

churches we know where they have a reputation; they’re very impressive; they may have very 

impressive facilities; they draw the applause of the culture. It’s maybe the place to be if you’re 

somebody, but inside that church is dead.  So right now the easy application is to say, “We know 

churches like that.”  It’s always easier to point the finger at somebody else but frankly those 

churches really aren’t our responsibility. We’ll let Jesus deal with his own Church. 

 

We need to think about ourselves. So let’s turn it back in. It’s easy to look at a church like this one 

and say, ―That would never happen to us!‖  But it happens to churches like us all the time. I have a 

friend that’s a pastor in London, pastors at a church that is, to this day, still on the historic tour of 

churches in London. During the days of Charles Haddon Spurgeon and his brother James Archer 

Spurgeon, this was a church of James Archer Spurgeon. It was a fabulous church with thousands of 

seats and yet it had become a church where there was a handful of people huddled in a few seats 

down in the center of the church—a dramatic reminder of what can happen to any church that loses 
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its way. We need to remember that the essence of the church is not running programs, is not lots of 

activity, is not fancy buildings, is not the applause of the culture but this thing called life. Life that is 

not manufactured; it’s not produced; it is life of the Spirit of God. It is life that is given to people 

who are broken, who are humble, who are needy, who are on their face before God, crying out to 

the only One who can give them life. There is this intangible sense within the church of Jesus Christ 

that there’s life here and it’s life that comes from God. 

 

It’s very easy for a church like ours to just start to settle and coast. We might say, ―You know we 

have remarkable facilities; we do have a name; we have a reputation.‖ It would be easy to just start 

riding that out. I’m in my eighteenth year here and I can tell you, without question, the temptation 

we face as leaders over and over again is, “Let’s just ride the wave. Everything seems really nice; 

everything seems good. Lots of people are coming. The bills are getting paid. Let’s just ride the 

wave.‖  In other words, ―Let’s just settle.‖ You know the old adage, ―If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it.‖ I 

cannot stand that adage. I just don’t think it’s true. Maybe there are things in life where that applies 

but certainly not the Church. God calls every generation to take their steps of faith, to take their 

risks of faith, to experience His power and presence in new and fresh ways. You dare not fall in 

love with your programs and your structures but constantly realize, even though it’s working, we’ve 

got to blow this up; we’ve got to make changes here; we’ve got to have a new vision; we have to 

have new risks of faith, and I have to tell you, ―That’s very threatening when everything seems to 

be working pretty well.‖  And you say, ―Hey, why blow it, why risk it all?‖ Because every 

generation has to experience their great steps of faith—when we’re so far out beyond ourselves that 

only God could pull this off. So each generation has to have a sense of the power and the presence 

of Jesus. A church has a mission that is not completed until every single person knows Jesus and, 

until that day, we can’t ride the wave; we can’t settle.  We keep pushing; we keep growing; we keep 

trusting God to do what we could never do ourselves. 

 

But a church is made up of its people, so let’s draw it down a little bit more personal. We’re not 

talking about a building here; we’re talking about us. And that will never be true of us if it isn’t true 

of you. So we each need to examine our own hearts. I am convinced that churches like ours are full 

of people that are riding a past reputation. There is a time when they were on fire; there was a time 

when they were pursuing God; there was a time when they were passionately in love with Jesus and 

the fire was burning. But somewhere along the way we decided, ―Let’s just settle in; let’s just ride 

the wave.‖ You might be considered a pillar of this church but only you know deep down inside: 

“Is there still really a fire burning? Is there still really a passionate love affair with Jesus? Is there 

really progress being made in your spiritual walk? Are you just riding the wave, just riding a past 

reputation, putting on a good show?‖  I think churches have a nasty habit of referring to people as 

just good Christian people which is defining people that are coming to services; they maybe are in a 

LifeGroup; they are involved in service; they give their money; they’re just kind of in the flow of 

the church but really are not passionately pursuing Jesus. I don’t know which Bible people are 

reading when they refer to those as good Christian people but it’s not the New Testament that we 

affirm. It’s not about programs; it’s not about going through the motions; it’s not about a checklist. 

It’s about a relationship; it’s about a fire in your soul. It’s about being diligent to live for the things 

that ultimately matter. It’s about sharing the gospel with people that are lost. Each of us needs to 

evaluate in our own hearts, ―Is it really true that you love Jesus more today than you did a year ago 

at this time?” Nobody is going to see the answers; you might as well be honest. Is that really true? 

And what would be the evidence of that? Is it really true that you’re more like Jesus today than you 

were a year ago? Is that really good; is that really true?  I mean what would be the evidence of that? 

When was the last time you shared the gospel with a lost person? A year ago? Five years ago? Ten 

years ago? Twenty years ago? 
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The essence of the Christian Church is life. It’s not a life that can be manufactured. It’s not about 

activity and programs, checklists and going through the motions. It’s about a passionate love affair 

with Jesus. One of my great fears in life is to become stagnant as a person. Life is too short. I don’t 

want to get stagnant; I want to keep going; I want to keep growing. I want to keep changing and I 

certainly don’t want to become stagnant as a Christ-follower. Just like in my marriage, every year I 

want to grow deeper in love with Jesus. I want to become more like Him. I want to become more 

passionate about His mission till the day that God calls me home. Everything in my soul wants to 

settle, wants to ride the wave. We’ve found a way to be comfortable. We’ve found a way to just 

take it easy. We’re not ruffling any feathers; we don’t have any recent battle scars; we’re just kind 

of riding it out in the interim. Each one of us needs to assess our own spiritual life. It may look good 

on the outside but are you sure it’s not dying on the inside? 

 

Which church has it right? It’s certainly not the dead church that runs a bunch of programs and lots 

of activities and gets the applause of the culture. It’s the church where there is life and is diligent 

about the things that matter—living for the applause of heaven. 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Father, we’re thankful this morning that You love us. You love us too much to just let us slowly 

fade into the sunset. Lord, I pray that this would be a church that remembers what we have received 

and what we have heard, that we stand on that which is true, understanding the outflow of that is a 

passionate love affair with the One who is Truth, that the fire would burn in our souls, that we 

would know that we’re more like Jesus today than we were a year ago, that we’re more passionate 

about the mission today than we were a year ago, that we are pursuing with all of our hearts the 

applause of heaven till that day when we stand with Jesus and He confesses us before the Father. 

Lord, what a glorious day that will be. Find us faithful. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Scripture taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 

Copyright 1960, 1962, 1963, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1987, 1988, 

The Lockman Foundation. Used by permission 

Lincoln Berean Church, 6400 S. 70th, Lincoln, NE 68516 (402) 483-6512 
Copyright 2010– Bryan Clark. All rights reserved.  
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May 15/16, 2010 

Which Church Has It Right? 
A Study of the Seven Churches of Revelation 

The Dead Church 
Revelation 3:1-6 

 

Opening Discussion 
1. Do you think some people peak out early in life in their career, marriage, development, etc… and 

simply ride their reputation or success from the past?  Why would someone do this (other than 

simply growing old and unable to maintain the same pace or skill level)?  What are the signs that 

someone is riding past success into the present? 

 
2. Have you known Christians who have peaked out along the way in their Christian walk and seem to 

be stuck in their growth and living on past successes or reputation?  How does this happen?  What 

are the symptoms? 

 
3. What is the essence of the mission of the church?  What is the significance of the lampstands?  What 

does it mean to be a light?  What happens to the church that becomes comfortable? 

 
 

4. Are you familiar with a church that remembers their glory days and lives on past reputation but has 

become relatively lifeless and lacking in vision in the present?  What are the symptoms?  How do 

you think this happened? 

 

 

Bible Study 
1. Read Revelation 3:1-6.  What do you know about Sardis? 

 
2. What does Jesus mean when He states, ―you have a name and that you are alive‖ ?  How does this 

church seem to mirror the city of Sardis? 

 

 
3. Go back and review all the words Jesus used to offer commendation to the previous churches.  The 

phrase ―I have not found your deeds completed‖ means none of those words applied to the Sardis 

church.  What happened to them? 
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4. Was the church at Sardis really ―alive‖?  How do you know?  What does it mean for a church to be 

―dead‖?   Describe the church today that would be perceived as having a ―name and being alive‖ yet 

it’s really dead.   

 

 

 

5. What is the solution according to this text?  What is the warning if they don’t ―wake up‖? 

 

 

 

 

6. Understanding in each letter the term ―overcomers‖ is applied to believers (separated from those who 

are religious but not truly believers) what is the promise to these believers?   Compare Romans 8:38, 

39. 

 

 

 

7. What is the significance of Jesus as the one who holds the seven Spirits of God (Holy Spirit)?  What 

is it that brings life in the church?  How does this happen? 

 

 

Application 
1. What practical things can a church do to continue to grow and experience the life of the Spirit?  

What are the dangers that can lead to a slow death? 

 
2. Take the exact same questions from the question above and apply it to yourself as a believer.  How 

do you prevent getting stuck as a believer and living on past successes or reputation? 

 

 

 

3. What is the one thing that strikes you the most from this letter?  What difference will that make in 

your life this week? 
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