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Years ago when I was a teenager, one of the things I longed for was the day that I would 

possess a marriage license.  I couldn’t wait for that day.  I remember when Patti and I met and 

started dating, I was thinking to myself, ―Finally I may have met a woman with whom I could 

share a marriage license.‖ (Laughter) I remember the day I got down on one knee and I said to 

her, ―Honey, would you be willing to share a marriage license with me?‖  I remember the day 

of our wedding.  I got out of bed that morning and the first thing I thought about was, ―Today is 

the day that I will finally possess what I’ve so long wanted.  I will have my marriage license.‖  

All through the ceremony I’m thinking, ―Let’s get this thing over. (Laughter) I’ve got to  rush 

into the pastor’s office!‖  And after the ceremony we dashed into his office, and with goose 

pimples I watched as he signed the coveted marriage license.  We went through the wedding 

reception, left for our wedding night, arrived at some motel, Patti looking beautiful as always 

and what I was thinking about more than anything else is, ―We must get to a store and buy a 

frame.‖(Laughter)  ―C’mon, honey, let’s go to the Wal-Mart.‖  We bought a lovely three dollar 

frame, framed the marriage license and all night we stayed up and admired the beautiful 

wedding license sitting on the dresser.  It was awesome! (Laughter) Now, after twenty-nine 

wonderful years, what I appreciate the most is that for twenty-nine years I have had a marriage 

license! 

 

Are you buying any of this? (Laughter) You’re not, because it’s silly.  Nobody gets married in 

order to get a marriage license.  I proposed to Patti because I found a woman that I wanted to 

have a wildly passionate love affair with for the rest of my life.  I do possess a marriage license.  

It’s somewhere; I could care less.  I married for the relationship. 

 

Now we get that, don’t we?  In the same way we would certainly never make the mistake of 

thinking that the ultimate purpose of our salvation is to obtain a ticket to Heaven, rather than an 

invitation to have a wildly passionate love affair with Jesus.  That’s what we want to talk about 

this morning.  If you have a Bible, turn with us to Revelation, Chapter 2.  The title of our series 

is Which Church Has It Right?  We’re using the seven churches of Revelation to sort our way 

through that discussion.   

 

Last week in Chapter 1 John laid the foundation for our study.  He reminded us that the book of 

Revelation is not the unveiling of events, timelines and charts.  It is the unveiling of Jesus 

Christ.  And what a magnificent job of that he did in Chapter 1—unveiled Jesus as the prophet, 

priest and king, reminded us that Jesus is the One who loves us; Jesus is the one who shed His 

blood to save us and Jesus is the One who has reconciled us into a relationship with a Holy 

God. 

 

We reminded ourselves that when we’re talking about the church, according to God’s 

definition, the non-negotiable of the church is that we must believe and affirm that Jesus was 

God in the flesh.  We refer to this as the deity of Christ.  And that, as God in the flesh, He shed 

His blood to atone for our sin, to take the payment of our sin upon Himself so that we, by faith, 
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may receive forgiveness and, as sinful people, having been forgiven, enter into a relationship 

with a Holy God.  To be a part of the Christian Church we must affirm the deity of Christ and 

we must affirm that Jesus is the one and only way of salvation.  There is no wiggle room there.  

That is essential; that is foundational. 

 

John went on to unveil Jesus as the glorified Christ and what a magnificent picture of Jesus he 

presented!  He reminded us that, at the end of the day, when we’re talking about which church 

has it right, there’s only one opinion that matters and that is the opinion of the glorified Christ.  

Therefore we want to have ears to hear what he has to say to us as he speaks to the seven 

churches of Revelation.  With that in mind we pick it up in Chapter 2, Verse 1: 

 

"To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: The One who holds the seven stars in 

His right hand, the One who walks among the seven golden lampstands, says this:  
(*NASB, Revelation 2:1) 

 

Chapter 1 told us that the lampstands represent the churches, that the stars represent the angels.  The 

seven churches of Revelation are seven churches in Asia.  Now there are those people who put forth 

the argument that the seven different churches represent seven different ages throughout church 

history.  There’s no evidence from the text for that and, when you read the description of the 

argument for that, what you find is there is one or two of the descriptions where that seems to fit.  

The rest of them are very contrived.  So there’s really no reason to believe that.  More logically, it’s 

simply seven churches in Asia that make up kind of the fullness of the church or the bigger picture 

of the church herself.  If you look on a map, we start with Ephesus and just make a loop up around 

through Asia and that’s the order of the churches.  That’s the best way to think of them. 

 

Now starting with the church of Ephesus is interesting for several reasons.  One is because history 

tells us that John had been the pastor in Ephesus, so this would have been the church he was most 

familiar with.  As a matter of fact history would tell us that he was the pastor in Ephesus up until he 

got arrested and exiled to the island of Patmos where he’s now writing. We also know that the 

apostle Paul spent three years as the pastor of the church.  We know that Timothy spent time as the 

pastor of the church—so stellar leadership in this church! 

 

Ephesus was a happening city.  Even though technically Pergamum was the capital of Asia, without 

question Ephesus was the most significant city.  It was by far the political center of the city.  It was 

the lead center of Asia.  It was the place where the emperor had one of his temples.  It was the place 

where the Roman governor had his palace.  It was a place of commerce; it was a port city; it was the 

intersection of three of the major highways.  It was just a significant city.  Not only was it the 

political capital but it also was the religious capital—probably best known for this magnificent 

temple of the Greek goddess Artemis or, if you prefer, the Roman name, Dianna.  She was the 

goddess of fertility and at her temple there were thousands and thousands of priests and priestesses, 

most of whom were prostitutes. The temple was so magnificent that between the temple and the 

statue of Artemis it is considered one of the seven wonders of the ancient world—so a magnificent 

place! 

 

It also was a very wicked city. There was a philosopher who lived in Ephesus that was known as the 

Weeping Philosopher.  His name is Heraclitus and he explained why he was the weeping 

philosopher by saying that the inhabitants of Ephesus were good only for drowning in the sea and 

the reason that he could never smile or laugh was because he had to live in the midst of such terrible 
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wickedness or evil.  So you get a sense of what the city of Ephesus was like—a very difficult place 

for the church, but a very necessary place for the church. 

 

Verse 2: 

 

I know your deeds and your toil and perseverance, and that you cannot tolerate evil 

men, and you put to the test those who call themselves apostles, and they are not, and 

you found them to be false; and you have perseverance and have endured for My 

name's sake, and have not grown weary. (Vs. 2-3) 

 

A wonderful commendation to the church of Ephesus—all of these are very good things!  I know 

your deeds and your toil.  The word toil is a Greek work that means to labor to the point of 

exhaustion.  These were Christians that were hard at it.  This was a church that had lots of 

programs, lots of activity, lots of toil—these people were really busy in the church. They cannot 

tolerate evil men.  This was a problem.  Ephesus was a very evil city and yet the church in Ephesus 

had taken their stand.  They kept the bad guys out; they were unwilling to compromise.  They took 

their stand.  It’s a very good thing.   

 

It says that they dealt with the false apostles.  One of the problems the church has had to deal with, 

from the first century right up to present time, is false teachers.  There have always been false 

teachers in the church.  That’s always been a problem.   

 

When you read Acts, Chapters 19-20, you get a lot of great background about the church in 

Ephesus.  And when Paul was ready to leave in Acts 20, he clearly said to the elders at Ephesus a 

warning that he feared there would be savage wolves that would come up from among them in order 

to destroy the sheep.  It’s very likely the people Paul identified are the same people identified here.  

They are those false apostles—those that come saying they have a message from God, but it’s not 

from God.  They’re false teachers.  It sounds like the elders of the church of Ephesus listened.  They 

heard what Paul had to say and they’d been very diligent to keep the false teachers out. 

 

He commends them in verse 3 for their perseverance.  They’ve endured.  They have not grown 

weary. This is a very happening church.  This is a church where there are lots of programs; there’s 

lots of activity.  They’re working really hard; they’re serving really hard.  This is a church where 

they’ve kept the evil ones out.  They’ve taken their doctrinal stands.  They’re doctrinally correct.  

They have persevered.  They have not grown weary.  By any evangelical standard we would say, 

―This sounds like a great church.  Let’s put this one on the Top 10 List.‖ 

 

Verse 4: 

 

'But I have this against you, that you have left your first love.  

 

The Greek word for left is a word that means you’ve abandoned your first love.  Jesus speaks to the 

church at Ephesus and says, “You know, you’ve been working really hard.  You’ve been keeping the 

bad guys out.  You’ve been standing for the truth.  You’ve been hanging in there.  But this is the 

problem:  You just don’t love Me like you used to.‖  It’s a staggering picture of Jesus as a lover 

looking into the eyes of His lover and saying, ―I don’t see the fire anymore.‖ 

 

Now there’s argument about whether it’s a reference to loving Jesus, loving one another, or loving 

your neighbor as yourself.  I don’t get the argument because the New Testament is very clear.  



4 
 

You’re never going to love your neighbor and you're never going to love one another unless you 

ultimately love Jesus.  It’s not either/or.  It’s all of the above.  But it has to start with a passionate 

love affair with Jesus. 

 

Now I try to imagine this scene.  Imagine that I am trying to be a great husband. I’m very 

disciplined.  I get up every day.  I go to work, bring home a paycheck.  I keep up with Patti’s honey-

do list, usually even a little bit ahead.  I take out the garbage.  I fix the car.  I’m very faithful.  I 

don’t look at other women.  I do everything in my power to be a really good husband.  Then I come 

home one day and she’s at the kitchen table and she is crying.  And I say, ―Honey, what’s the 

matter?  You know, was it the power tool I gave you on Valentine’s Day? (Laughter) I thought you 

wanted that.  I’ve taken out the garbage.  I’m up to date on the list.  I’ve been really faithful.  

Honey, what’s the problem?‖ And she says through her tears, ―When we got married I looked into 

your eyes and there was fire; there was the fire of passion.  You wanted me.  And now I look into 

your eyes and the fire is gone.  You’re a really good husband.  You bring home a paycheck.  You 

keep up with the list.  You’re really faithful.  But I look into your eyes and I just don’t think you 

love me like you used to.‖  That is the picture of Jesus in this text.  It is a staggering picture! 

 

In every world religion people are required to do the most unimaginable things in hopes that the 

gods would just give them the slightest glance.  Yet the picture of the Creator God is that He longs 

to experience a wild, passionate love affair with us, more than we desire it back.  We’re too busy.  

We’ve got other things to do.  We’re too busy carrying on our spiritual adultery and He cries out 

like a lonely lover saying, ―I just don’t think you love Me anymore.‖ 

 

Now I’m sure there are many things that contribute to that fire going out but one of the struggles we 

consistently have is a struggle with our theology of reducing the message of salvation down to a 

ticket to heaven.  And because of that, we perform out of a sense of duty and obligation.   

 

We see that several ways.  One is in how we talk about our salvation.  We seem to be stuck in past 

tense terminology.  We are constantly referring to our salvation in past terms as, ―That was the day I 

was saved,‖ as if that’s the day I got the marriage license—end of deal.  And yet when you read the 

New Testament, there are three tenses—past (have been saved), present (being saved—that’s the 

love affair) and future (will be saved).  Out of the three tenses in the New Testament the one that is 

talked about the most is future.  The one that is talked about least is the one we talk about the 

most—the past.  We get stuck in the past.  It would be like you asking me today about my marriage 

and me saying, ―Yes, I got a license twenty-nine years ago.‖  And as the person that asked the 

question, you’d say, ―Who cares? That’s not what I asked.  I’m asking about the love affair today.‖ 

 

Another way that I think we expose this theology is in how we present the gospel.  Think about the 

presentations of the gospel that you have known, that you have heard, that you have memorized.  

How many of them focus on a place?  ―If you died tonight, would you go to heaven?  Don’t you 

really want to go to heaven?  Wouldn’t you rather go to heaven than that other place?  We sound 

more like real estate agents when we should sound like matchmakers.  ―Hey, what would it take to 

put you in this nice two-bedroom condo in Paradise forever?‖  What is the point of paradise if it 

isn’t the dwelling place of Jesus?  Read the New Testament.  The focus is not on a place. The focus 

is on a person.  That’s what Jesus said.  ―This is eternal life (John 17) that you may know Him.‖  

The word know is the same Greek word used to describe sexual relations between a husband and a 

wife—a very intimate term.   
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The idea of the gospel is that we are playing matchmaker as we explain to people that deep within 

your soul there is a longing for a love that only Jesus can fulfill.  And Jesus, by His death on the 

cross, has made it possible to experience a love relationship unlike any other love relationship 

you’ll ever know.  This is what your heart is longing for.  That’s the essence of the gospel. 

 

When I read through this letter to the church of Ephesus, it makes me go back to Genesis 1, 2 and 3 

and I think that’s what John has in mind when you read on a couple more verses.  When you go 

back to Genesis 1, God is the Creator God.  He is so big that He seems completely unknowable.  

But you move to Genesis, Chapter 2, and God suddenly becomes unimaginably, uncomfortably 

intimate.  When the text moves to the creation of Adam, it uses the Hebrew word that is used to 

describe a potter with a piece of clay.  God didn’t need material to work with.  He just created the 

universe by saying, ―Let there be a universe.‖  But when it came time to create Adam in His image, 

God rolled up his sleeves and got His hands in the clay, making the theological statement that this is 

different.  This is personal.  This is intimate.  This is special. 

 

After God formed Adam it says he breathed into his nostrils the breath of life.  That is 

uncomfortably intimate.  God didn’t need to do that.  He could have said, ―Adam, breathe.‖ He was 

making a theological point that this is now very, very intimate.  Genesis 2 would go on to make the 

case that the sexual union between a husband and wife is meant to be a picture of the desire and the 

intimacy that God wants to have with us.  It’s a beautiful picture.  In Genesis 3 Adam and Eve sin 

against God.  You know how the story goes.  But tucked away in that story is this beautiful picture 

of what God has always wanted with us.  We are told that there was a time of day, the cool of the 

day —we would assume the most beautiful part of the day—when God would literally show up in 

the garden and He would meet Adam and Eve and they would stroll through the garden just 

enjoying being together—because that’s why God created them—so that He could have a love 

affair with them.  That was their date. 

 

So in Genesis 3 when Adam and Eve sin against God, God shows up at the appointed time for their 

date night and Adam and Eve are nowhere to be found.  They're hiding in the garden and God cries 

out with the voice of a lover, ―Where are you?‖  That is not a question of location.  That’s a 

question of relationship.  He knows where they are.  It’s the cry of a lover saying, ―Where are you?  

Where have you gone?‖  That is the heart of the letter to the church of Ephesus. It’s a magnificent 

unveiling of the heart of Jesus—that He comes and He says, ―Where are you?  I look into your eyes; 

I don’t see the fire anymore; I don’t see the passion anymore.  You don’t have that first love 

anymore.‖  And it breaks His heart.   

 

Verse 5: 

 

Therefore (in light of that) remember from where you have fallen, and repent and do 

the deeds you did at first; (Vs. 5a) 

 

There are three imperatives, three commands in verse 5.  The verb tenses are important.  The first 

command is to remember.  The verb tense is continuous presence, which basically means, 

―Remember all the time the way it used to be...from where you have fallen.  The verb tense of fallen 

is a perfect tense, which means it happened over a period of time.  It’s a slow fade.  The fire didn’t 

go out overnight.  The fire has been slowly going out over time.  When He says remember He’s 

saying, ―Remember the days when we were really in love.  Remember the days when you thought 

about Me every single day.  You thought about Me when you got up and you thought about Me 
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when you went to bed, and we couldn’t spend enough time together.  You remember when we were 

crazy in love and how far you have slowly drifted from those days?‖ 

 

The second imperative is to repent.  The verb tense is repent now.  This is not a verb tense that 

says, ―You know, maybe I should go back and think about this a little bit—probably should have a 

little study on it.‖  This is a lover standing on the back step when the spouse comes home and says, 

―Listen here, Bub, you're going to have to make up your mind.  Either it’s me or it’s her.‖  That’s 

the verb tense here.  Repent! Change your mind now.  It’s very strong. 

 

And do the deeds that you did at first.  Love always has to have action.  If Patti told me, ―You 

don’t love me anymore,‖ and met me at the back door and said, ―Something has got to change; I 

can’t take this anymore,‖ I’m not going to go sit in the chair and say, ―You know I better just kind 

of get some feelings going here.‖  That helps no one.  I’ve got to start thinking, ―What is it going to 

take to pursue this woman?  What is it going to take to rekindle the fire?  What is it going to take to 

recapture what we once had?  I’ve got to get with it, man!‖  That’s exactly the idea here.  Jesus is 

saying, ―Man, you better get at it!  You better get busy!  You better pursue Me as one pursues a 

lover.  I don’t want to live this way anymore.‖  Or what?   

 

…or else I am coming to you and will remove your lampstand out of its place--unless 

you repent. (Vs. 5b) 

 

Wow, those are staggering words!  This is a church that was very busy—lots of people running lots 

of programs.  This was a church that was doctrinally correct.  This was a church that was dealing 

with the bad guys.  This is a church that was persevering.  They were hanging in there.  Man, they 

were doing the job and Jesus shows up and says, ―Listen.  If something doesn’t change to where I 

see the fire of passion in your eyes again, I’m shutting the doors.‖  All of those other things are 

good, but they're a means to an end.  They are not an end in themselves.  If, at the end of the day, 

people aren’t having a passionate love affair with Jesus, we’ve missed the whole point.  The 

purpose of a lampstand was to shed light into the darkness.  What Jesus is saying is, ―Where there is 

no love, there is no light, and I’m shutting the door.”    

 

Verse 6: 

 

'Yet this you do have, that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.  

 

Verse 6 just feels like it’s kind of stuck in there.  It doesn’t seem like it goes with the flow very 

well.  We don’t really know what the Nicolaitans believed.  There is lots of guesswork and theories.  

I think since we don’t know, let’s just leave it at that.  Clearly they were doing deeds that were bad 

and Jesus said He hated the deeds and the church hated the deeds.   

 

Anytime you love, it comes with hate.  What I mean by that is, because I passionately love Patti, 

I’m going to hate the deeds of anyone who seeks to destroy her.  It doesn’t say they hated the 

Nicolaitans.  It says they hated their deeds.  And I think what Jesus is saying here is there is still a 

flicker of hope.  There is still a very small fire burning.  ―You still hate the things that I hate.  It’s 

not too late.  We can still fire this thing up, but we need to deal with it before it’s too late.‖   

 

Verse 7: 

He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who 

overcomes, I will grant to eat of the tree of life which is in the Paradise of God.   
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Without question Verse 7 is going all the way back to Genesis too.  It reminds us of Jesus’ words on 

the cross to the thief.  ―Today you shall be with me in Paradise.‖  That’s what the story has always 

been about.  When he says those who overcome, He’s not saying to the super-elite, the best of the 

best, ―You get in.‖  That’s contrary to everything the Bible teaches.  What He is saying is, ―Those 

who truly believe will overcome.‖  At the end of the day you experience the paradise that has 

always been promised and that should produce within us this passionate love affair for the One who 

has created us and made that possible.  That’s what it’s always been about.  That’s what it will be 

about forever.  And Jesus, as a lover, is crying out for us to love Him like we once did. 

 

I’ve been having a wildly passionate love affair with the woman I’m married to for twenty-nine 

years.  I love this woman.  I can’t get enough of her.  And I guarantee you when she looks in these 

eyes, she sees fire.  She sees a fire of passion that’s stronger today than it was twenty-nine years 

ago.  I can’t imagine what it would be like to look into Patti’s eyes where I see fire; I see passion; 

she loves me—who knows why, but she loves me, (Laughter) and there’s fire there—and I cannot 

imagine what it would be like to one day look into those eyes and see that the fire has gone out.  

Some of you have experienced that.  It’s got to be horrible.  I can’t even imagine that moment.  Yet 

that is the picture of Jesus in this letter.  Jesus is standing as a lover, looking into the eyes of His 

bride and saying, ―I just don’t see it anymore.  I used to see fire.  I used to see passion.  You used to 

love me.  And I don’t see that anymore.  You run lots of programs.  You’re doctrinally sound.  You 

chase away the bad guys.  You’re hanging in there but what I want most from you I don’t see in 

your eyes anymore.  You don’t really love Me like you used to.‖ 

 

What do we do about that?  You do the same thing you would do if you were pursuing any lover.  

Just think about the steps you would have to take to rekindle the fire.  It’s the same thing with Jesus.  

You’ve got to get after it.  You’ve got to pursue Him.  You’ve got to rekindle the love.  If that 

doesn’t make sense to you, find someone you trust and ask for help.  We as a church would be 

delighted to help you in any way we can to rekindle the fire back into a roaring flame. 

 

Which church has it right? —The church that cultivates a passionate love affair with Jesus! 

 

 

 

Our Father, we’re thankful this morning that You love us.  Lord, I’ve been thinking about this and 

meditating on this all week, and I still can’t get my mind around it, that the Creator God of the 

universe wants so deeply to have a love affair with me.  God, that is just staggering!  And, Lord, 

we’re the ones that are too busy.  We’re distracted.  We’re having our spiritual affairs. Lord, I pray 

that we would do what the text says—that we would have ears to hear, that we would pursue You as 

a lover and regain the passion in our eyes.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 
Scripture taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 
Copyright 1960, 1962, 1963, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1987, 1988, 

The Lockman Foundation. Used by permission 

Lincoln Berean Church, 6400 S. 70th, Lincoln, NE 68516 (402) 483-6512 
Copyright 2010 – Bryan Clark. All rights reserved. 
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April 17/18, 2010  

The Loveless Church 
A Study of the Seven Churches of Revelation 

Revelation 2:1-7 

Pastor Bryan Clark 

 

Opening Discussion 

1. What is the purpose of a marriage or family?  What defines a ―good‖ family?  Is a lot of 

activity the measure of anything in a family or marriage other than busyness? 

 

 

2. What causes so many marriages to go from an all consuming love affair to two people 

fulfilling responsibilities and obligations under one roof?  Is it possible in a marriage to be 

faithful, responsible and ―busy‖ but to miss the whole point of being married? 

 

 

3. What defines a faithful church?  What should be the goal of every spiritual leader? 

 

 

Bible Study 

1. Review what you learned from 1:1-20. 

 

 

2. Read Revelation 2:1-7.  What do you know about Ephesus?  Read Acts 19 & 20 for 

additional background.  What would be the challenges facing the church in Ephesus?  What 

similar challenges do we face today? 

 

 

3. What things does Jesus commend the church for in Ephesus?  Put those commendations in 

today’s language.  Describe the Ephesian Church today, 

 

 

4. How would the Ephesian church be viewed today by evangelical Christians? Why? 

 

 

 

5. What does Jesus have against the Ephesian church?  What does it mean that they left their 

first love?  What does this teach us about the essence of our salvation?  What does this teach 

about what needs to be the primary focus on any church? 
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6. What must the church do or their lamp stand will be removed?  What does this mean in 

practical everyday applications?  What are the necessary steps to recapture that ―first love?‖ 

 

 

 

7. Revelation 2:6 seems rather abrupt and out of place.  What is the point of verse 6?  If we 

truly love does that mean there are things we truly hate?  Why or why not? 

 

 

Application 

1. Is it possible you have lost your first love in all the busyness of life?  In what ways does 

taking our stand, seeking to be faithful, persevering actually take some of the romance out of 

the relationship?   

 

 

2. What are the practical steps to recapturing our first love?   

 

 

 

3. How does this cause me to rethink my focus as a spiritual leader (whether as a parent or a 

spiritual leader in another ministry context)?     

 

 

 

4. Which church has it right?  The church who deeply loves Jesus, one another and our 

neighbors.  How do we help cultivate this love affair in our community of believers? 
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