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I think for the most part we consider having choices to be a good thing.  We can choose between 

this and that, but maybe not so much when it comes to churches.  You can choose between a big 

church or a small church or a house church or a church that worships this way or a church that 

worships that way.  All that’s well and good.  But where people get frustrated is understanding that 

we are dealing with issues related to God, salvation, life after death—things that matter forever.  

This church says this.  This church says that.  Who’s right?  Who’s wrong?  What matters?  What 

doesn’t really matter?  That’s where people get frustrated and it all gets quite confusing.  Over the 

next several weeks we are going to try and do what we can to sort some of that out, using the seven 

churches of Revelation as our guide.   

 

So if you have a Bible this morning, turn with us to Revelation, Chapter 1.  The book of Revelation 

was written by the Apostle John, as in Peter, James and John.  He’s writing from the island of 

Patmos where he’s been exiled by the Roman government.  Probably because of his age, instead of 

being put to death, he was sent to this island where the Romans sent a lot of their prisoners.  It was 

just a small island in the Aegean Sea. It is about six miles wide and ten miles long.  It would have 

been about A.D.95—so roughly sixty years after the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus.  He 

would have been the last surviving one of the twelve apostles.  We pick it up in Chapter 1, Verse 1: 

 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show to His bond-servants, 

the things which must soon take place; and He sent and communicated it by His 

angel to His bond-servant John, who testified to the word of God and to the 

testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw.  Blessed is he who reads and those 

who hear the words of the prophecy, and heed the things which are written in it; for 

the time is near.  (*NASB, Revelation 1:1-3) 

 

This is kind of in the for what it’s worth column, but when you open up to the book of Revelation, 

the title in our English Bible is ―The Revelation to John‖.  But technically speaking, verses 1-3 are 

the title.  It’s a little lengthy to put on the cover or the spine of the book, as it’s a little 

overwhelming, but technically that is the title of the book.  And you notice the very opening line 

that John gives is very important:  The Revelation of Jesus Christ.  The word Revelation comes 

from a Greek word from which we get our English word apocalyptic.  That’s why Revelation is 

referred to as apocalyptic literature.  That’s the genre of literature.  It just basically means to pull 

back the curtain or to unveil.  So it’s the unveiling of Jesus Christ.   

 

Now it’s very important as we begin this study to notice what John does not say is that this is the 

unveiling of events, the unveiling of time-lines and charts.  The primary purpose of this book is the 

unveiling of Jesus Christ.  Most of you who have been around churches for a while understand that 

there’s a lot of different opinions about end-times theology—what we refer to as eschatology.  How 

is it all going to work out?  What is the time-line?  What are the dates?  What’s going to happen 

next?  What is it all going to look like?  There are all these different theological camps.  The fact of 

the matter is there is widespread disagreement.  Each camp claims that it’s very clear and they are 

right and everybody else is wrong.  But for hundreds and hundreds and hundreds of years, the most 

godly, biblical scholars have not been able to agree.  We would have to conclude then, ―It’s not that 
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clear.‖  For any one group to say they have it right is a claim that goes far beyond what can be 

supported by the text. The fact of the matter is it is unclear and one of the convictions that I have 

developed over the years is when something in the Bible is unclear, it’s unclear for a reason.  In 

other words God doesn’t have a communication problem.  What He wants to make clear He is fully 

capable of making clear.   So what’s unclear is unclear for a reason.  Perhaps God didn’t want us to 

do with this material what we’re so prone to do with it and that is to set up all these time-lines and 

charts and, rather than understanding it’s the unveiling of Jesus Christ, we’re distracted by the 

curiosity related to time-lines and events and charts—and we miss the point. 

 

Over the years I’ve become less and less convinced concerning my own position.  I’m not sure what 

I believe anymore as it relates to end-times theology.  It’s not so much that I’m changing positions. 

What I’m considering with each passing year is maybe the whole idea of positions is wrong.  I don’t 

see any evidence from the Scripture that that was the intent of the biblical writers.  Every single text 

that is prophetical is written to people that are persecuted for their faith—people that are 

experiencing tremendous persecution. They’re being tortured; they’re being imprisoned; many are 

being put to death.  That is the essence of what’s going on in Revelation.  It’s a very difficult time in 

the Roman Empire.  The Emperor has declared himself to be God and requires everyone to worship 

him. The Christians are refusing. Therefore they are being imprisoned; they are being persecuted.  

Many, many of them are being put to death.  This letter is written to them—to encourage them. 

 

So let me ask you this question:  Do you think if you are being tortured, imprisoned, or put to death 

for your faith that it would matter to you if it’s pre-trib., mid-trib., or post-trib.? (Laughter)  I would 

suggest to you, you wouldn’t care.  The question is: Is this a cause worth dying for?  I need to know 

at the end of the day: ―Who wins?‖  The essence of biblical prophecy is the unveiling of Jesus 

Christ in such a way that you might know at the end of the day—Jesus wins!  Therefore this is a 

cause worth dying for and, if it’s a cause worth dying for, then it’s a cause worth living for.  That is 

the essence of biblical prophecy.  So the opening line is: This is the unveiling of Jesus Christ.  It’s 

really important to set the right tone.  It goes on to say...which God gave Him to show to His 

bond-servants.  That would be first century Christians and that would certainly be us today.  He 

goes on to say the message went from God—to Jesus—to the angel—to John—and then to us.  

That’s the line there.   

 

Verse 3 is the first of seven beatitudes in the book of Revelation.  You remember the Beatitudes 

from the Gospels.  Jesus said, ―Blessed are the poor in spirit; blessed are the meek‖ and so on.  The 

Beatitudes are identified by that word blessed.  It’s a Greek word that means to be happy. There are 

seven such statements in the book of Revelation that are known as the seven beatitudes of 

Revelation.  You can find all seven of them.  They all are initiated by the word blessed.  In this case, 

―Blessed (or happy) is the one who reads, who hears and who takes heed—in other words who 

obeys.  The challenge of Revelation 1 is this is not primarily something you go out and do.  People 

like passages where, when you walk out the doors, you say, ―Okay, I understand what I am 

supposed to do or I’m supposed to stop doing.‖  But some passages are just filled with things you 

need to know.  I think what John wants to accomplish in Revelation 1 is to cause us to search our 

own hearts, to cultivate the ground, to prepare us to hear what God has to say in the following 

letters to the seven churches of Revelation.  So that’s our goal this morning—to cultivate the ground 

and prepare ourselves to hear what he wants to say over the next several weeks.   

 

Verse 4: 

 

John to the seven churches that are in Asia:  Grace to you and peace, from Him 

who is and who was and who is to come; and from the seven Spirits who are before 
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His throne; and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the first-born of the dead, 

and the ruler of the kings of the earth.  (Vs.4-5a) 

 

John opens by telling us that this revelation comes from the Godhead—the Trinity—Father, Spirit, 

Son...who is, who was, and who is to come.  That’s a reference to the Father.  The ...seven Spirits 

is an apocalyptic reference to the Holy Spirit.  Seven carries the idea of completion or fullness.  The 

third then is ...from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness.  The faithful witness is a reference to 

probably His incarnation.  The fact that He came to reveal God to the world fulfilled His role as 

Prophet.  The firstborn of the dead...would be a reference to His death, burial, and resurrection, 

fulfilling His role as Priest.  In other words He is the mediator between a holy God and sinful 

people.  Therefore, through His shed blood on the cross, He is the One we go through to experience 

a relationship with the holy God.  So He has fulfilled his role as Prophet, Priest, and then the third 

statement...ruler of the kings of the earth...as King.  So it’s a strong statement here referencing the 

deity of Christ, or the fact that Jesus was and is God.  So you have this opening from the Father, 

from the Spirit, from the Son.  Now typically the order is Father, Son, Spirit.  Perhaps the order is 

changed because this is the unveiling of Jesus Christ.  He’s really the focus of the letter so He’s 

named last because the rest of the book is really primarily about Him.  It says:  

 

To Him who loves us, and released us from our sins by His blood, and He has made 

us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father; to Him be the glory and the 

dominion forever and ever.  Amen.  BEHOLD, HE IS COMING WITH THE 

CLOUDS, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the 

tribes of the earth will mourn over Him.  So it is to be, Amen.  “I am the Alpha and 

the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and who was and who is to come, the 

Almighty.”  (Vs.5b-8) 

 

A very strong opening as it relates to the unveiling of Jesus Christ: He is the Alpha and the Omega, 

the first and the last letter of the Greek alphabet, the beginning and the end.  He is the Almighty; He 

is the One who is coming back—King of kings and Lord of lords. 

 

I want to back it up to the three things that are said that I think we need to think about a little bit.  

To Him who loves us...the first thing we’re told about this One who is Prophet, Priest and King is 

that He loves us.   As the Head of the church, He is the One who loves and who died for us.  Over 

the next seven weeks we are going to hear some encouraging words.  We are also going to hear 

some very strong rebuking words and it’s important, as we hear those, to remember this is coming 

from Jesus who loves us, Jesus, who loves His church.  There are just things that need to be 

addressed and changed in His church. 

 

He loves us and released us from our sins by His blood.  There is the reminder that this One who 

loves us, this One who is Prophet, Priest, and King is the One that, when we had a problem—a core 

sin problem—chose to become flesh and allow Himself to be nailed to a cross in order to absorb the 

cost of our sin upon Himself, in order that He might accept or satisfy the wrath of God—that He 

might offer us forgiveness in return.  Therefore we have been released from our sin on the basis of 

His shed blood.  So we would say, ―He has redeemed or saved us.‖  

 

―To Him who loves us, and released us from our sins by His blood, and He has made us to be a 

kingdom, priests to His God and Father.‖   We are a kingdom.  The church is His kingdom.  We are 

His people.  We are priests.  It’s a reference to the fact that we now have direct access into the 

presence of God.  Because of the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus, we do not go through any 

human priest.  We have access directly into the presence of God.  The New Testament refers to us 
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as believer priests.  We would use the term reconciled.  We have been reconciled to a holy God.  

Therefore Jesus is revealed as the Prophet, Priest, and King—God in the flesh—who loves us, who 

saved us, and who reconciled us. 

 

Now it’s very important to understand at the beginning of this study that, in the first chapter, John is 

defining what he means by church.  The word church is a very generic term in our culture.  The first 

big divide, in terms of which church is right and which church is wrong, centers around the person 

and work of Jesus Christ.  All world religions, all movements, all churches that deny that Jesus was 

God in the flesh—Prophet, Priest, and King—who shed His blood in order to atone for our sin, in 

order that we might be reconciled to a holy God—any church movement or religion that denies that 

is not considered part of the church of Jesus Christ.  This is the non-negotiable.  There is no wiggle 

room in this.  Those movements, those churches that say Jesus was merely a prophet, Jesus was 

merely a good teacher, Jesus was something other than God in the flesh and the One and only way 

of salvation, according to the New Testament, are out.  So it narrows the field down. What do we 

mean when we say church?  It is the Christian church—which means Christ is at the center. Christ 

is the non-negotiable God in the flesh—Deity of Christ is how we refer to that—and that it’s 

through Him and Him alone that we have access into the presence of God. 

 

Now beyond that, there are some very practical things we need to consider.  If that’s true, then it 

causes us to back up and adjust our expectations for the church.  If that’s true, then we are people 

who have been made right by the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus.  Many people are 

disappointed. They become disillusioned or disenchanted—related to the church—because they 

expect the church to be heaven on earth.  But that expectation is not accurate.  Nobody is claiming 

that the church of Jesus Christ is made up of the best of the best.  Nobody is claiming that the 

church of Jesus Christ is made up of the high performers, is made up of the ones who always do it 

right.  As a matter of fact it’s just the opposite.  The church is made up of sinners, misfits and losers 

who have only been made right through the shed blood of Jesus.  Therefore, within the church, we 

should expect messes.  We should expect things to, at times, get messy and difficult and frustrating 

because we are ourselves are messy and difficult and frustrating.  That’s the whole point!  We are 

strugglers; we are travelers and we are messed up people, desperately in need of a Savior.  Another 

way of saying that is, ―Would you expect there to be more sick people in a hospital or at a Nebraska 

football game?‖  Obviously at a hospital! 

 

The church, by its very nature, attracts sinners, misfits and losers—strugglers who are coming to the 

point of realization that they desperately need a Savior.  That’s who we are.  Now oftentimes you’ll 

hear the culture refer to the church as a gathering of self-righteous hypocrites.  I would suggest to 

you it’s exactly the opposite.  The church of Jesus Christ is a gathering of a group of people and the 

only group of people on the face of the planet who are not claiming to be self-righteous.  That’s the 

whole point!  The people who make up the church are people that are willing to admit, ―I am not 

righteous myself; I am desperately in need of a Savior.  It’s the shed blood of Jesus on the cross that 

makes me right.‖  Any group, any religion, any secularist, anyone who denies Jesus as the one and 

only way of salvation, is left with one option—and that is to be self-righteous.  Therefore the church 

is the only gathering of people willing to admit that we’re not self-righteous.  Now if this is all true, 

if we really understand that we are sinners, and misfits, and losers made right by the blood of Jesus, 

then the church should be defined by people who are more humble than arrogant, that are more 

broken and gracious than legalistic and self-righteous and should be more surrendered than selfish.  

We would probably all agree that one of the biggest problems with the reputation of the church of 

Jesus Christ is we are way too arrogant, we’re way too self-righteous and legalistic and we’re way 

too selfish and that is completely inconsistent with who we are called to be as the church.  So John 

opens up with a very strong reminder of who we are as His church. 
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Verse 9: 

 

I, John, your brother and fellow partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and 

perseverance, which are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos, because of the 

word of God and the testimony of Jesus. I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and I 

heard behind me a loud voice like the sound of a trumpet, saying, “Write in a book 

what you see and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to 

Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea.” 
                                                                                                                                  (Vs. 9-11) 

 

So John is just giving us a little background.  He is on the island; the revelation came from God and 

he is then passing that on to us.  One thing to note is the fact there are seven specific local churches 

that are being addressed.  Now there were many more churches than these seven in Asia.  I 

mentioned before seven is a number of completion.  I think it just carries the idea that through these 

seven churches we get a glimpse of the church and we will have no problem finding ourselves in 

terms of words of encouragement, finding ourselves in terms of things we need to work on.  So it’s 

just kind of a picture of the church in her fullness. 

 

But I do want to make a point that the writer is writing to seven specific local churches in seven 

specific places.  There is such a thing called the universal church; it’s also referred to as the 

invisible church.  It basically means that every person who trusted Christ as Savior is part of the big 

church, part of the universal church or invisible church.  But the church also has its expression 

through local churches in specific places.  The overwhelming numbers of references in the New 

Testament are to the local church.  The invisible church always has a manifestation, has an 

expression through the local church.  The reason this is so important is because we here in the 

Western church grossly over-exaggerate the individual, personal side of our faith and we really 

diminish the understanding of what it means to be a community of faith—to the extent that we have 

convinced ourselves, as the invisible church or the universal church, we’re the church and we’re just 

kind of free to go out there and do as we please. 

 

It’s really important to understand the New Testament knows nothing of that kind of a believer, 

knows nothing of a believer that is disconnected and independent from a local church.  Sometimes 

people refer to the local church as the institution of the church or the organized church and those 

terms are always used in very negative terms.  What they’re basically saying is, ―I’m the church and 

I’m free to do as I please.‖  With the local church comes accountability, comes authority, comes 

structure, and often people who want to do their own thing hide behind the doctrine of the invisible 

church saying, ―I’m my own church,‖ because they don’t want authority; they don’t want structure; 

they want to be free to do as they please.  But they must understand, in the eyes of God, that is just 

rebellion.  The New Testament knows nothing of a believer who is acting independent of a local 

church where there is authority, there is structure, and there is accountability.  And clearly that’s 

evident when John is identifying seven very specific local expressions of the church. 

 

Verse 12:   

 

Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking with me.  And having turned I saw 

seven golden lampstands;   

 

Now in the Old Testament—in the tabernacle—there were lampstands.  Some people think there is 

a correlation between the two.  There may or there may not be.  I tend to think, probably not.  The 

lampstands in the temple were basically a lampstand with seven different arms that each held a 
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lamp and looked like what we refer to as the menorah.  That’s not what this is. This is seven 

specific individual lampstands.  In the ancient world—in the first century world—it would have 

been an extremely common metaphor.  There was a lamp; the lamp gave off light; the lamp sat on a 

lampstand.  Over and over again we are told that the church is to be the light of the world.  

Therefore I think it’s just as simple as seven different lights representing seven different churches.  

 

...and in the middle of the lampstands I saw one like a son of man, (Vs. 13a) 

 

That would be Jesus Himself.  Jesus referred to Himself often in the Gospels as the Son of Man. It’s 

taken from the prophet Daniel—which is a strong, strong reference to God in the flesh.  That’s all 

wrapped up in that title Son of Man, so Jesus is standing among the lampstands. 

 

...clothed in a robe reaching to the feet, and girded across His chest with a golden 

sash. (Vs. 13b) 

 

The full length robe and the sash identifies King, identifies Priest, identifies Judge—in this case 

probably all of those.   

 

His head and His hair were white like white wool, like snow; (Vs. 14a) 

 

White represents age, representing wisdom—in this case probably eternality—so He is eternal and 

eternally wise. 

 

His eyes were like a flame of fire; (Vs. 14b)  
 

One of the things I think is interesting to at least consider is: When you read the New Testament 

passages about judgment—for example even the Bema seat—the judgment seat of Christ, we’re 

told that our works will go through the fire. Some will remain; some will be burned up.  I’ve often 

wondered if the fire is a reference to the eyes of Jesus, if it would just be as simple as the eyes of 

Jesus will burn away the impurities, leaving what is left and what is gone. It’s a striking image! 

 

His feet were like burnished bronze, when it has been made to glow in a furnace,  
                                                                                                                                                        (Vs. 15a) 

 

Feet typically talk about victory or trampling over the enemy.  The fact that they are glowing red 

from the furnace probably reflects judgment. So not only is He victorious but He will mediate out 

judgment. 

 

...and His voice was like the sound of many waters. (Vs. 15b) 

 

This is a great image but you have to go back to the first century to think about it.   We live in a 

world where there is so much noise.  Think about all the things around us that make loud noise.  

And then think about going back to a first century culture.  What exactly was it that made loud 

noise?  That was a really short list—maybe something like a thunderstorm or, in this case, the sound 

of rushing or roaring water.  Think about a waterfall. If you’ve ever been to Niagara Falls and just 

the sound of that and how unique that would have been in an ancient world where loud roaring 

noises were not commonplace.  Or even just the sound of rushing water in a river and that roar that 

it gives would have been very unusual in an ancient culture.  So it’s a very powerful imagery of the 

voice of Jesus. 
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In His right hand He held seven stars; and out of His mouth came a sharp two-

edged sword; (Vs. 16a) 

 

Maybe two-edged because there’s encouragement and rebuke both that is going to come forth. 

 

...and His face was like the sun shining in its strength.  (Vs. 16b) 

 

Here you have a very powerful image of the unveiled Jesus Christ—the glorified Jesus Christ.  It’s 

not necessarily saying this is what He will look like for eternity, but it is a powerful image of Jesus 

in His glory that is very distinct from the baby in the manger, from the Christ on the cross.  One of 

the problems we have is we tend, in our theology, to get stuck in the incarnation related to our view 

of Jesus.  We always think of Him as He was in the Gospels.  We fail to realize that not only was 

He resurrected, but He ascended and He has been glorified but we don’t progress our theology to 

get a picture of the glorified Jesus. So this is a magnificent unveiling of the glorified Christ, which 

is very different from the babe and very different from the Christ of the cross.  This is the Jesus that 

will come back; this is the Jesus that is ultimately victorious.  First century persecuted Christians 

needed to know, at the end of the day, our side wins and this was a fabulous picture of the 

victorious, resurrected, glorified Christ who sits as the Head of the church. 

 

In our culture it is very popular today to make jokes about Jesus, to laugh at Jesus, to make 

offensive movies about Jesus. But I am telling you this: When this glorified Jesus returns and every 

eye sees him, there will be no jokes; there will be no laughing.  This is the Jesus of Philippians 2:  

“...every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of 

God.”   

 

It’s a magnificent unveiling of the glorified Jesus Christ.  It’s very important that we progress our 

thinking.  Jesus did not get stuck in the Gospels.  This is the way it works: Low view of Jesus—low 

view of church; high view of Jesus—high view of church.  What do you think would be the proper 

response to the glorified Christ?  I think exactly what John does. 

 

Verse 17: 

 

When I saw Him, I fell at His feet like a dead man... 

 

When you read through the Scriptures, you find that when God gives people a peek of His glory, the 

response is always the same. They are on their face before Him as a dead man.  That seems like the 

only right response to such a scene.  Can you imagine what would happen to the church of Jesus 

Christ if we all got a new fresh view of the glorified Christ who sits as Head of the church and we 

all found ourselves—instead of picking at one another, instead of disagreeing with one another, 

instead of fussing with one another, that we were all—on our face before Jesus—surrendered, 

listening to what He has to say.  There would be revival without question.   

 

 

And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet like a dead man And He placed His right 

hand on me, saying, “Do not be afraid; I am the first and the last, and the living 

One; and I was dead, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of 

death and of Hades.  “Therefore write the things which you have seen, and the 

things which are, and the things which will take place after these things. As for the 

mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right hand, and the seven golden 
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lampstands: the seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven 

lampstands are the seven churches. (Vs. 17-20)  

 

So he identifies the stars and the lampstands and prepares to launch into the seven letters to the seven 

churches.  I think that last paragraph is a reminder again of who He is.  He is the One who has 

always been; He is the One who will always be.  And what He says is, ―I am ultimately the One who 

holds the keys to life, to death, and to life after death.‖  At the end of the day there’s only one 

opinion that matters.  It’s not the opinion of the Bereans; it’s not the opinion of the Lutherans; it’s 

not the opinion of the Methodists; it’s not the opinion of the Catholics; it’s not the opinion of the 

Pope; it’s not the opinion of Billy Graham.  At the end of the day there’s only one opinion that 

matters and that is the opinion of the glorified Christ who sits as Head of His blood-bought church 

and He alone says, ―This is life; this is death; this is the way it is!” 

 

The purpose of Revelation 1 is to prepare our hearts to hear that voice.  Jesus is unveiled as the 

Prophet, Priest and King, God in the flesh who loves us, who saved us through the shedding of His 

blood and reconciled us as sinful people to a holy God.  He is the glorified Christ who is coming 

back in all of His glory and every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is 

Lord—to the glory of God.  Each one of us needs to be diligent to prepare our own hearts as 

members of His church to hear what He has to say to us. 

 

 

Our Father, we are thankful this morning that You love us.  When we were lost in our sin, You sent 

Jesus to die for us. Lord, we quickly acknowledge we are not self-righteous.  We are sinners and 

misfits and losers, desperately in need of a Savior.  People have been made right by the shed blood 

of Jesus.  Lord, may each of us examine our own hearts in order to prepare ourselves to listen to 

what You have to say to us.  In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
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Lincoln Berean Church, 6400 S. 70th, Lincoln, NE 68516 (402) 483-6512 
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April 10/11, 2010 

John’s Dramatic Vision of Jesus 
A Study of the Seven Churches of Revelation 

Revelation 1:1-20 

Pastor Bryan Clark 

 

Opening Discussion 
1. What has been your experience with ―Church?‖  Talk about your experiences both good and bad. 

 

 

2. Why do you think people have such strong opinions (both good and bad) about church? 

 

Bible Study 
1. Read Revelation 1:1-3.  The book of Revelation is ultimately the unveiling of Jesus Christ not the 

unveiling of events.  In what way might the debate over various end times theories be a distraction 

from the real point of Revelation?   Why does this matter?   

 
2. Who receives the ―blessing‖ according to 1:3? 

 

 

 

3. Read 1:4-8.  Who makes up the church according to this passage?   What are the ramifications of this 

truth?  Who should we expect to find in the church?   Why are arrogance, self-righteous legalism and 

rebellion out of place in the church? 

 

 

 

4. Why would these persecuted struggling believers need to know Jesus is returning?   How does 1:7, 8 

encourage us today? 

 

 

 

5. Read 1:9-16.    Compare this view of Jesus to Philippians 2:5-11.  How do these glimpses of Jesus 

compare with the Jesus in the Gospels?  Are we more likely to try to ignore or manipulate the Jesus 

of Revelation 1 or the babe in the manger?  Why?   Why does Jesus reveal Himself this way in 

Revelation? 

 

 

 

 

6. Read 1:17-20.  What was John’s response?  What should our response be?  How does this view of 

Christ lay the proper foundation for the 7 letters to come? 
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Application 
1. What is your response to this opening chapter of Revelation?  Describe your response in one or two 

words. 

 
2. Knowing what qualifies us as His ―church‖ what should our attitude be?  How does this prepare us to 

hear what He is going to say to us in the following letters to the churches? 

 

 

 

Spend time praying asking God to prepare your heart to hear what He has to say to you from the 

letters to the 7 churches.  
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