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O Sing to the Lord a new song, 

For He has done wonderful things, 

His right hand and His holy arm have gained the victory for Him. 

The Lord has made known His salvation; 

He has revealed His righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

He has remembered His lovingkindness and His faithfulness to the house of Israel; 

All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

 

Shout joyfully to the Lord, all the earth; 

Break forth and sing for joy and sing praises. 

Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre; 

With the lyre and the sound of melody. 

With trumpets and the sound of the horn 

Shout joyfully before the King, the Lord. 

 

Let the sea roar and all it contains, 

The world and those who dwell in it. 

Let the rivers clap their hands; 

Let the mountains sing together for joy 

Before the Lord; for He is coming to judge the earth; 

He will judge the world with righteousness, 

And the peoples with equity. 

 

 

Over the last couple of weeks the Psalms that we have covered have been rather intense. This week 

we go in just a little bit different direction. Every summer we like to spend at least one or two weeks 

from the Psalms just talking about worship and specifically about corporate worship---why we do 

what we do and why it matters.  So we‟re going to do that this morning and once again, at the end 

of the summer. 

 

A couple of weeks ago we talked out of Psalm 87---that of all the places in the universe where God 

could be, the place that He enjoys the most is that place where He meets with you. I might adjust 

that wording slightly this morning and say of all the places in the universe that God could be, the 

place He enjoys the most is that place where He meets with us. 

 

Both in the Old and New Testaments the culmination of our redemption is who we are as the people 

of God together.  Here in our Western American culture we have a strong sense of individualism, a 

strong sense of isolation. It flows out of our belief that I can be my own God and that causes us to 

be independent, to really over-emphasize the idea of the individual and to minimize the concept of 

community. 
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The problem is that way of thinking creeps into our Christian walk. We tend to over-emphasize the 

personal aspect of our faith and to minimize our sense of community. We talk a lot about having a 

personal relationship with Jesus and that‟s right, but we fail to understand that the whole point of a 

personal relationship with Jesus is it invites us into the community of faith and into a relationship 

with God and His people. In other words it‟s an invitation that you have a seat at the table. 

 

John Piper rightly says, “Evangelism exists because worship doesn‟t.”  The ultimate end in God‟s 

plan is not evangelism; it‟s worship. We go out to reach lost people, to let them know that because 

of what Jesus has done for them on the cross, there is a seat for them at the table. It‟s an invitation 

to enter into the life of the community of faith. So ultimately the celebration is who we are together 

as the people of God. 

 

You look through the New Testament at all the metaphors of who we are as the people of God. 

They‟re all metaphors that have to do with who we are together, not who we are individually.  So 

the ultimate expression of that is when we gather to worship, when we celebrate as the people of 

God. 

 

This morning we want to talk about worship out of Psalm 98. If you have a Bible I invite you to join 

us.  Nobody knows who wrote Psalm 98; we don‟t really know the background. The little writing 

they call the superscription, the little writing under the Psalm---this is the only one of the one 

hundred and fifty--- that has this: “A Psalm”. That gets right to the point doesn‟t it? It‟s all we 

know. 

 

Verse 1: 

 

O Sing unto the Lord a new song, 

 For he has done wonderful things, (*NASB, Ps. 98:1a) 

 

Sometimes we worship God simply because of who He is. Other times we worship God because of 

what He has done. The theme of this Psalm is we worship God because He has done wonderful 

things.  We need to talk about that opening line, “Sing unto the Lord a new song...” 

 

This phrase is repeated over and over and over again in the Psalms. It‟s a reminder that God calls 

each generation to express our experience with God, what has God done for us, how has God 

manifested himself among us and to write that and sing that in song. It‟s our generation‟s expression 

of our worship. 

 

The real challenge to the musicians among us is to take what God has done among us and to put it 

into song so we, together, can worship and celebrate as a Body. The reason that‟s so important to 

remember is there is a tendency for some people to think, “Older is better”.  If it‟s old it‟s somehow 

deeper; it‟s richer; it‟s more spiritual and we fail to realize, at some point in time, that older song 

was a new song and time does not somehow make that deeper or richer or more spiritual. 

 

If you go back into history there are hymns that are wonderful and there are hymns that were very 

bad.  Just like in contemporary music, there are songs that are wonderful and there are songs that 

are really bad. It isn‟t how old they are that makes them either sacred or not. When we refer to the 

sacred hymns of the faith there is like a genre that refers to a style, kind of a musical technicality, 

but that‟s not what most people mean. They are not using it in a technical sense. They are using it in 

a sense that those songs were spiritual; they were sacred. What does that make the songs today?  
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Are they secular or are they something other than that?  This whole secular/sacred divide is silly 

anyway. Whatever God touches is sacred.  That‟s the reality as God works His presence through 

His people. 

 

When we go back and think about the great hymns of the faith, often people are talking about a 

particular style of music that they prefer and there is nothing wrong with that. All of us have a 

certain style of music that we prefer. The problem is when we think our preference should be 

everyone‟s preference and we try to pass it off that somehow that‟s more spiritual; it‟s deeper; it‟s 

richer; that it‟s God‟s favorite style of music. When you really think about it, that is a really 

arrogant statement---that my favorite style of music is God‟s style of music. Well I don‟t think God 

has a favorite. I think what God cares about is the heart and the truth and the content, because the 

style of worship, the style of music, has changed over and over again down through the years. But 

it‟s always been controversial. 

 

We love to sing the great Isaac Watts‟ Christmas hymn, Joy to the World.  Joy to the World was 

written out of Psalm 98, its text.  If you read the words to Joy to the World, you‟ll see it comes right 

out of Psalm 98. It‟s a great hymn of the faith.  But I wondered what did people think about that 

song when he wrote it? So I went back and I did some reading and found out that Isaac Watts was 

considered to be radical. As a matter of fact one person refers to him as a “radical churchman”. 

They refused to sing Joy to the World because it was out-of-bounds--- inappropriate in the church, 

because of its style of music. Most of Isaac Watts‟ songs, in their day, they were new songs and 

they were out-of-bounds. But today they‟re great hymns of the faith.  That‟s what happens when we 

start thinking that way. Many of the great hymns of the faith, in their day---when they were new 

songs---were considered to be inappropriate. They were out-of-bounds---bar room tunes. It took 

years and years and years for them to be accepted in the church. 

 

Several years ago we were led in worship by a men‟s ensemble. They did a great job. Afterward a 

number of people said to me that it‟s great to have all hymns of the faith today.  I thought, “What?”  

So I started thinking through the songs and I went back and looked up the copyright, the date when 

all those were written. The oldest song of the morning was written in the „70‟s. They were songs of 

the „70‟s and the 80‟s but enough time had passed that they were great hymns of the faith. What 

people were identifying is, “I like that style,” and there is nothing wrong with that.  Everybody has 

their own preferences, as long as you don‟t somehow think that is God‟s preference, and that 

preference should be everyone‟s preference. They were songs written by Ralph Carmichael, Andre 

Crouch, Bill Gaither, John W. Peterson. 

 

Now I lived in the church world in the „70‟s when these songs came out and they were 

unacceptable; they were inappropriate; they were out-of-bounds.   I remember lots of music wars 

over those songs. Several of those men were friends of my dad.  I remember those wars.  But here 

we are twenty years later and they are the great hymns of the faith. Why, because they‟re old?  That 

isn‟t very old.  It‟s not even as old as a lot of us. (Laughter) 

 

There is no question that the Psalm mandates new music, that each generation says, “God is alive 

and well among us and He is doing something among us and we embrace that and we celebrate 

that.” 

 

I think theologically we defend the old because the Psalms tell us to remember: to remember the 

past, to remember the great things God has done.  But if that is all we sing, there is a sense that God 
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was alive then, but apparently He‟s not today.  That is why our philosophy of worship is a blend. 

We gain strength from the past but we celebrate the reality of God‟s presence in the present. So we, 

 

            ...sing unto the Lord a new song, 

 For He has done wonderful things, 

His right hand and His holy arm have gained the victory for Him.  

[Those are references to his power.] 

The Lord has made known his salvation; 

 He has revealed His righteousness in the sight of the nations. (Vs. 1-2) 

 

I think the translation of the NASB here is unfortunate in the fact that “in the nations” 

grammatically connects to both statements.  It really is a hinge between the first statement and the 

second.  So the intent of the writer is: The Lord has made known His salvation...to the nations 

and...has revealed His righteousness...to the nations.  

 

The idea of salvation is to be rescued or to be delivered from.  We don‟t know exactly what the 

psalmist was referring to but we know what we‟ve been delivered from.  We‟ve been delivered 

from the domain of darkness; we‟ve been delivered from the bondage of sin; we‟ve been delivered 

from condemnation; we‟ve been delivered from guilt; we‟ve been delivered from despair; we‟ve 

been delivered from hopelessness; we‟ve been delivered from death. We could go on and on. 

 

When it talks about His righteousness, that Hebrew word could be translated better in this psalm 

bounty.  We celebrate the bounty that God has poured out upon us.  But the emphasis here is that we 

want the nations to know God. The whole idea of worship in the Old Testament has a strong 

outreach component to it---the sense in which the people of God gather as the people of God and 

celebrate God.  There is something about that that is very attractive to the unbelievers---that the 

nations might know that the God of the Hebrew people, that our God today, is real and He‟s alive 

and He‟s active. So there‟s a sense in which we celebrate, as a testimony of our faith, that the 

nations might come to know Him. 

 

Verse 3: 

 

He has remembered His loving kindness and His faithfulness to the house of Israel; 

            [In other words He‟s kept his promise.] 

All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

 

Again the emphasis is on all the ends of the earth. There‟s this outreach component to worship. 

Our philosophy of worship is very clear in terms of who the target audience is in our weekend 

services. Our services are clearly targeting the believer. This is not an outreach service; it isn‟t 

meant to be. It is meant to be a place where the people of God gather to worship.  But we 

understand, on any given weekend, there are many unbelievers among us---people somewhere on 

their journey, trying to understand what‟s true and respond to the gospel of grace. We know they‟re 

among us; we‟re glad they‟re among us; they are very welcome here. But the target audience is the 

believer. 

 

But there is a sense in which, when the unbeliever experiences the presence of God, there is 

something about that that‟s very compelling. As a matter of fact it‟s very common for people who 

wandered through these doors as an unbeliever and, over a period of time, they come to faith in 

Christ, one of the first things they say is, “The first time I came, I had a sense that God is there. So I 



5 

 

came back and I came back and I came back.” That‟s what the psalmist is saying: “There is 

something very compelling about being in the midst of the people of God and it seems like God’s 

real and He’s alive and He’s there.” And so there‟s this outreach component that the nations would 

know the greatness of God. 

 

It‟s important to remind ourselves that it‟s okay to celebrate God.  It‟s okay to be a little bit rowdy. 

The Hebrew people were really rowdy.  We‟d probably throw them out. They understood how to 

engage in worship.  The whole idea of verses two and three is that the volume---the worship would 

be such that it would carry through the mountains and the surrounding nations would hear and that 

there is something compelling about that.  And they‟d say, “I don‟t know what‟s going on but 

apparently the God of the Hebrew people is something special”---that it might lead to them too, 

coming to know the God of the Hebrew people. 

 

Some of you growing up were taught some very bad theology.  You were taught that this is a 

sanctuary; that this is the house of God and this is where God apparently takes naps so we have to 

be quiet.  (Laughter) It gets to where you don‟t drink coffee; you don‟t do this and you don‟t do that 

and it all flows around the theology that God‟s here and you have to take care of God‟s house.  

That‟s just bad theology.  It actually refers more to an Old Covenant theology but even then it is bad 

theology.  The fact of the matter is this is not a sanctuary.  It‟s just a building; it‟s an auditorium; 

it‟s a convenience.  We are the church; we are the people of God and we are the temple of God. The 

only time God is in this building is when we‟re in the building. We need to understand that God 

wants us to celebrate Him. He wants us to celebrate what He‟s done. Can we at least be as excited 

about God as we are about a touchdown the Huskers make?  Isn‟t it okay to applaud God; isn‟t it 

okay to cheer?  Isn‟t it okay to be excited about the reality of being in His presence? 

 

Our desire here is to form an environment where people have the freedom to express what is in their 

soul to God in worship. Some people lift their hands; some people don‟t.  It‟s not more spiritual to 

lift your hands.  It‟s not more spiritual to close your eyes.  But clearly the Scriptures teach that God 

wants us to engage and to engage our whole body.  That‟s why we clap; it‟s why people raise their 

hands; that‟s why people dance.  It‟s a multisensory experience. That‟s what God wants.  It‟s not 

just a passive observance.  It‟s to engage in the worship. You don‟t have to raise your hands in 

worship.  But if the reason you don‟t raise your hands is because you‟re worried about what the 

person next to you will think, you have got to get past that.  Give your soul what your soul longs 

for.  Set it free to worship in a way that‟s meaningful to you.  But we understand that we‟re all 

different. At the end of the day your worship has to be authentic.  It has to be authentically you. If 

you‟re raising your hands because you think that looks a lot more spiritual and that people will be 

impressed, you have to understand that is way off-track; that‟s not the point. 

 

Probably the best way to illustrate this would be if you were to see me side by side in a worship 

service with my daughter Bobbi. You‟d get a clear sense of worship needing to be authentically 

you. There are ways in which Bobbi and I are very much alike. There are ways in which we are 

really different.  And if you‟d see us side by side in a worship service we‟re really different. 

 

This past week Patti found a T-shirt somewhere. It was called: The Many Faces of Chuck Norris. It 

has the same picture where it shows Chuck Norris happy, Chuck Norris sad, Chuck Norris mad.  

She said, “I‟m going to get you that T-shirt and call it: The Many Faces of Bryan” (Laughter) 

because that is me. This is me happy; this is me sad; this is me on my honeymoon; this is me at a 

funeral; this is me.  (Laughter) My girls look through our photo albums and they get in hysterics 

because nothing changes. “Oh yes, there is dad on his honeymoon; there is dad at this and at that.”  



6 

 

You know it makes it very easy. You don‟t have to take new pictures. You just keep photo-

shopping them in. 

 

But that is authentically me. When I go to a Nebraska football game I don‟t jump up and down and 

cheer. That is just not who I am. That‟s how God wired me. The difference you‟d see between my 

daughter Bobbi and me in worship is the exact same difference you‟d see at home, you would see in 

a restaurant, you‟d see at a foot ball game.  It‟s authentically how we‟re different.  At the end of the 

day you need to be authentically who you are, but to set your soul free to worship as your soul longs 

to worship. I‟m not as expressive as she is; I never would be.  If I ever acted like that in a worship 

service, it would be a show.  It would be totally put on. My girls would say afterward, “Man, Dad 

was on something.” (Laughter) It‟s just not me. 

 

But it‟s very important to understand that doesn‟t mean people like me are disengaged.  I‟m very 

engaged to the deepest part of my soul.  It‟s rare I get through a worship service without tears 

streaming down my face.  I‟m not a casual observer. I‟m just worshiping in a way that‟s 

authentically me, but it‟s deep and it‟s real and it‟s engaged.  We have to understand people are 

different.  People need to have the freedom to be different.  We have to have the freedom to say that 

it‟s okay to get a little bit rowdy; it‟s okay to celebrate; it‟s okay to cheer. God has done wonderful 

things.  Can‟t we be excited about that? 

 

Verse 4: 

 

Shout joyfully to the Lord, all the earth; 

Break forth (that Hebrew word means erupt) and sing for joy and sing praises.  

 

Again we‟re getting to this sense of volume, this sense of celebration. Try to imagine being outside 

of Memorial Stadium on the day of a big game and the game has already started. Then something 

very big happens and you hear that roar coming out of the stadium---that‟s what, seventy eight 

thousand people?  Now imagine that several million people strong---up on top of a mountain--- 

raising the roof on the place because they are excited about their God.  There is a sense of volume to 

that.  The worship of the Hebrew people was legendary for its volume. Ezra even talked about it in 

one of the early chapters of his book---that the worship of the Hebrew people was heard from far 

away.  It would echo through the mountains and the nations would hear it and they would say, “I 

don‟t know what going on, but it sounds impressive”. 

 

You have to put that against the context in the ancient world, and frankly in the modern world,  

all of the pagan religions---of all of them, none of them---had a sense of worship like the Christians 

or the Hebrew people. The pagan religions had a sense in which they were afraid of their gods.  

Everything was about appeasing their gods and making sure their gods didn‟t come down and 

smack them.  And so whatever they would do, it was about trying to keep their gods off their back. 

They had no sense of celebration, no sense of all-out worship, no sense of joy, no sense of cheering 

that, “Our god is wonderful and he has done wonderful things”.  So, when that sound would echo 

through the hills to the surrounding nations, there was a powerful testimony that this God is 

different.  There was something about that that was attractive to the people. That‟s even true today.  

There is something special when God‟s people gather to worship. 

 

You remember we learned in 1Corinthians that, when we gather to worship, the angels join us. I 

don‟t know exactly how that works but according to 1Corinthians the angels are among us this 

morning and they love this moment as they gather and join with the redeemed to worship. 
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Theologically we have to remember that sin isolates. Redemption brings us together. That‟s a 

biblical principal from Genesis to Revelation. Sin isolates but redemption brings us back together. 

So the ultimate celebration of that is when we come together as the people of God to celebrate our 

Savior who‟s redeemed us and set us free. 

 

This whole idea of shouting---and pretty soon we‟ll get into trumpets and horns---goes to the issue 

of volume.  Volume is a very difficult issue to deal with.  Trying to find a volume that everybody 

likes is almost impossible. The Hebrew people didn‟t have all the issues of technology and sound 

systems and all that stuff we have to deal with today.  

 

If you want to get a sense of just how complicated that is, just think about if you‟re married or with 

a friend driving in your car and trying to get the radio volume correct.  I like it loud; Patti likes it 

soft.  Anytime we go anywhere, I crank it up.  She usually doesn‟t turn over and crank it down; she 

just starts talking very loudly, “WHERE WOULD YOU LIKE TO EAT?”  (Laughter) That‟s the 

sign; turn it down.  But there is no way the two of us can find a volume we both agree with. Now 

times that times several thousand people, and imagine the complexities of that.  And then you have 

the preferences in music styles and different physiological things going on.  As we continue to age, 

things happen inside our ear that makes us more sensitive to certain sounds and frequencies. But we 

have to remember just because it‟s happening to me doesn‟t mean it‟s happening to everybody. And 

just because this is my preference doesn‟t mean that it‟s everybody‟s preference. 

 

I think sometimes people have this sense that there are people sitting at the sound board and they‟re 

just thinking, “I’m going to just crank this volume whether you like it or not.” I can tell you that is 

not the case. As a matter of fact it couldn‟t be more opposite.  I‟ll take the guys on our sound team 

on my team any day. They are amazing people and they work really, really hard.  Corey, who‟s at 

the sound board today, is our staff sound tech and Corey spends an enormous amount of time trying 

to understand issues and address them.  I can guarantee his heart is to prepare an environment where 

everybody can enter in without sound distractions. But that is a very complicated thing to do. 

 

One of the things that we have done to try to address that is to create a quiet zone. You may or may 

not know that, but this section right here (the left side of the auditorium seating) from the front of 

the stage all the way to the top, is considerably quieter than the rest of the auditorium. When I say 

that I don‟t mean anywhere near that section.  I don‟t mean that if you‟re sitting close to that section 

that you‟ll get it there too. If you take the decibel meter and measure it, it goes right up the middle 

of the aisle. You have to be in that section. But it is quieter. Now I‟ve had some people who go over 

there and they say, “It‟s not quieter.” Well it is quieter. We‟ve had a decibel meter on it and it is. 

Now you may not like it and it may not be quiet enough for you, but it is quieter. I have to tell you 

this: When people contact me and complain about the volume [we really don‟t get that very much] 

and I tell them about the quiet section and I see them refusing to sit there, I‟ve got to tell you, 

“You‟ve got a heart problem.” If you‟re not even willing to try, the problem is you, not us. We‟re 

willing to try. We‟re trying to come up with helpful solutions, but you have got to cooperate. 

 

A year ago we were having a number of complaints and we really don‟t get those that often. But 

clearly something was up. It took us several weeks to try to figure out what was going on. We 

finally figured out it was a particular instrument and a particular frequency that was setting people 

off.  These are people that were genuinely bothered by that.  We got it corrected and haven‟t had a 

single complaint on that since. So there is really a lot of effort to try to create an environment where 
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everybody can worship. But this weekend we will have eight-year-olds and ninety-year-olds and 

everything in-between and it‟s really quite complicated. 

 

One thing that might be helpful to know is that it really doesn‟t help if you say, “The service was 

too loud,” and I ask you a question and you say, “Oh, it‟s always too loud.”  That really isn‟t 

helpful.  What our sound guys want to know is: what service were you in; where were you seated; 

did you notice a particular song where it was too loud; did you notice a particular instrument?  That 

really helps them dial in what happened and determine if there is something that can be done to 

correct that. 

 

But it is important to understand that it‟s okay for worship to be a celebration. It‟s okay for worship 

to be a little bit rowdy, to actually celebrate the wonderful things that God has done. To work out 

some of the volume issues is just something that we have to work at and try to continually get better 

at. 

 

Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre; (that‟s a stringed instrument) 

With the lyre and with the sound of melody. 

With trumpets and the sound of the horn (were getting a little louder and rowdy there) 

Shout joyfully before the Lord, the King.  (Vs. 5-6) 

 

He‟s often talking about worship around the theme of God as Savior, as Deliverer. Now it‟s around 

the theme of God as King.  

 

It‟s hard for us today to understand the importance of that in the ancient world. If you had a weak 

king there was a very real possibility that the surrounding nations would overthrow you. You would 

spend your lifetime as a slave. Your women would be raped; your children would be murdered and 

you live in fear of that every day because you had a weak king or a bad king.  But when you had a 

strong king, you understood that translated into the fact that we will have life. We will have safety; 

we will have security; we will have a family; we can pursue our dreams.  Everything was different 

depending on the king you had.  So when you see these references, especially in the Old Testament, 

to God as King, there‟s a lot of background to that.  There is a great celebration to a king who is 

strong and powerful and he‟s good and he‟s right because it means we can have a life. There is a 

celebration of God as King! 

 

Verse 7: 

 

Let the sea roar and all it contains,  

The world and all of those who dwell in it. 

                   [He‟s starting to talk here about all creation worshiping God. It‟s a great picture.] 

Let the rivers clap their hands; 

Let the mountains sing together for joy 

Before the Lord; for He is coming to judge the earth; 

He will judge the world with righteousness, 

And the people with equity. (Vs. 7-9) 

 

When the psalmist is talking about God coming as the judge there is no fear in his voice; there is no 

terror. When Marilyn read that section in the video, she read it exactly right. It‟s good news because 

this is a judge who‟s right; this is a judge who judges fairly; this is a judge who‟s good.  He‟s going 

to make everything right. There is a sense of celebration in that. But it‟s not just we as the people of 
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God who will celebrate; it‟s all creation. There‟s a look into the future as to what is to come but 

there is also the sense of creation worshiping. 

 

Verse 8:  When you sit by a river---and I love rivers---they‟re dynamic; they‟re alive.  If you listen 

really carefully, they clap. We have a lot of people today that like to go out in creation but they do 

so with a cell phone and an iPod and I am sorry about that. We miss something wonderful when we 

do that.  Sit by a river and listen. It claps. When it‟s talking about the mountains singing, maybe 

he‟s referring to the wind as it howls through the mountains or as it howls through the trees. There 

is a sense in which creation is full of music. 

 

I love to go down and sit by our pond in the evening and just listen. Pretty soon little critters start 

making noises. Soon the bullfrogs join in and then they get going together. There‟s an orchestra 

around the pond and it starts playing the music of God.  It‟s wonderful.  [By the way---there is 

actually no charge for this little tidbit---but do you know why the bullfrogs croak in unison? It‟s 

because if a bullfrog croaks in isolation, they are easy prey for the predators.  But when they start 

croaking in unison, you cannot tell where they are at.  It‟s a means of survival. There‟s a whole 

sermon in that. The frog sermon: Croak Alone and You Get Eaten.] (Laughter) 

 

When you begin to think about all creation and the fact that the Bible says we join in with creation 

to worship, imagine that setting as the Hebrew people experienced it outdoors, up on top of a 

mountain, several million people strong. Imagine the river starts clapping and pretty soon the 

mountains start singing and maybe in the distance the bass is provided by the thunder. Pretty soon 

you get the music going and then the guitar (the lyre) starts playing and then the trumpets and the 

horns, then the people and literally all creation is worshiping God. It‟s hard to have a sense of what 

that meant to them but that‟s what it was like. 

 

What we do today---and we have to for practical reasons---we kind of seal out creation and we do 

our own thing in here.  But if you can imagine the background to those statements, I think one day 

again---in the new earth---that‟s what it will be, as creation begins to worship and sing and we join 

in and all creation worships the greatness of God. 

 

I find, for me, worship gives me perspective.  In this world it is very hard to maintain right 

perspective. All week long I‟m bombarded with things that are contrary to God‟s truth. They are 

contrary to the way I want to live my life. It‟s very easy for that to take its toll and they aren‟t 

always just bad things.  Sometimes life is really hard and then we begin to focus on the negative.  

We begin to focus on our pain and focus on our struggles. It‟s kind of like in a marriage where 

ninety percent is good and ten percent is bad but all we ever think about is the ten percent. Pretty 

soon we ruin our marriages doing that.  It‟s a similar thing. We can view all of life that way.  

Worship brings us back to perspective. Worship reminds us of what is true. Worship reminds us of 

what we have to celebrate! 

 

If you have trusted Jesus as Savior, you have far more to celebrate than you have to complain about. 

It‟s just a matter of perspective. Are you going to choose to live that way?  People that spend their 

lives in the negative: thinking about everything that‟s wrong and all their aches and pains and all 

that stuff and sometimes it‟s really hard; I understand that.  If you can explain to me how dwelling 

on that changes it, that might help me make sense of that.  If you can explain how dwelling on it 

makes it all go away, makes the pain stop, makes it all feel good, then maybe there would be some 

sense to it. But if that isn‟t the case, why do that?   Why live that way?  You can choose to live 

other than that. 
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Years ago I knew a man that went through a bitter divorce, gained full custody of his son and his 

son was just a little tyke.  He was very angry and very bitter about this divorce. He had the most 

wonderful son---just the sweetest little guy.  Over and over again I said to this guy, “I‟m concerned 

about how angry and bitter you are over your divorce.  You have the most wonderful son. You have 

a lot.  If you would just see what you have and celebrate that.”  But nothing ever changed.  I stood 

with him at his son‟s graduation party.  The father looked me in the eye and said, “What have I 

done?  I‟ve missed it all. I had a lot; I never saw it; now it‟s gone.”  I had tried to tell him that over 

and over and over again. “You don‟t get a do-over; you missed it.” 

 

I don‟t know about you but I don‟t want to live that way. There is too much to life to spend every 

day in the negative.  As someone who‟s been radically changed by the Savior, by the King, by the 

Judge, I have far more to celebrate today than I have to complain about.  It‟s just how I choose to 

focus my attention.  Worship helps me do that.  It reminds me: That‟s how I want to live my life. 

 

Sing unto the Lord a new song, 

For He has done wonderful things. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Father, we’re thankful this morning for the wonderful things that You have done. Lord, we pray that 

we would truly, authentically be a worshiping people and that our worship would be a testimony to 

those around us that You’re real, that You’re alive, and that You are involved in our lives today. 

Lord, this we pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

*Scripture taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 
Copyright 1960, 1962, 1963, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1987, 1988, 

The Lockman Foundation.  Used by permission. 
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