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We live in a culture that loves our celebrities, don’t we?  We keep track of which celebrity is dating 

another celebrity.  We can’t wait to see pictures of a celebrity’s newborn child.  Some of us buy 

celebrity’s trash on eBay for some reason, unbeknownst to me.  But we enjoy our celebrities. We 

listen to their music; we follow them to the movies; we love them.  But I don’t think any of us are 

fooled into thinking that we actually know any of these celebrities, in the sense of having a 

relationship.  We know about them but we don’t know them.  Now while it’s easy to admit our 

standing with a given celebrity---that we just know about them, that we don’t know them---what 

about your standing with Jesus Christ?  Do you know Him or do you know about Him?   

 

If you have your Bible, turn with us to John, Chapter 10.  We’ll be starting in Verse 1.  To provide a 

little context, Jesus has just healed a man on the Sabbath and as usual the Pharisees are up in arms 

about it and are not happy with Him. 

 

John, Chapter 10, beginning in Verse 1:  

 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheep fold by the door but 

climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a robber.  But he who enters 

by the door is a shepherd of the sheep.  To him the gatekeeper opens, the sheep 

hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name, and leads them out.  When 

he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him 

for they know his voice.  A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from 

him, because they do not know the voice of strangers.”  (*NASB, John 10:1-5) 

 

So Jesus is probably speaking within earshot of the Pharisees, those same people who are displeased 

with Him right now, and He’s beginning to contrast Himself with them.  And, kind of going through 

this passage in Verse 3, we notice the active voice of what the sheep are doing.  The sheep hear His 

voice.  They are led out.  They follow him.  They know His voice.  They flee the stranger.  These are 

active verbs.  These are verbs of movement; things are happening.   

 

Verse 6: 

 

This figure of speech Jesus used with them, but they did not understand what 

He was saying to them.   

 

So Jesus tells this story. It’s a pretty straightforward story that everybody can get on board with 

them on, but the story isn’t the point.  He’s trying to communicate a truth behind the story. And he’s 

going to break it down for us and tell us what that is.    

 

Verse 7: 

 

So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly I say to you, I am the door of the 

sheep. All who came before Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not 

listen to them.” 
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In Verse 7 and a couple of other places, Jesus says...“I am the door of the sheep,” or “I am the 

good shepherd.”  Know that is a strong statement.  He’s invoking the name of God in the Old 

Testament and His listeners would have picked up on this.  He’s saying, “Listen up.  I‟m not playing 

around.  I am the door.”  And it’s here that He is saying that all who came before Him are thieves 

and robbers.  And so earlier in the passage He said a stranger and later He’s going to say a hired 

hand.  And these are people before Jesus.  Maybe some of them claimed to be the Messiah.  Some 

of them might have claimed to be shepherds of Israel.  It could be the Pharisees.  But the point is 

that they didn’t care for the sheep.  The Book of Ezekiel says they were literally starving the sheep.  

The shepherds were well fed but the sheep were starving.  But Jesus says the sheep did not listen to 

them.  

 

Verse 9: 

 

“I am the door; if anyone enters by Me, he will be saved and will go in and out, 

and find pasture.  The thief comes only to steal, and kill, and destroy;  I came 

that they might have life, and have it abundantly.” (Vs. 9-10)  

 

So Jesus is stressing the fact that He is the way---it is through Him.  He’s between the world and the 

pasture.  He’s between death and life abundant.  Any other path leads to destruction.  Anything that 

is not through Jesus leads to destruction. 

 

I think you can learn a lot about people by doing jigsaw puzzles with them.  We kind of all do 

jigsaw puzzles the same way.  We’ll dump out all the pieces on the table.  We’ll turn them all right 

side up and then we go for the corners.  We get the corners situated, right?  And then it’s all about 

the edge pieces.  We get the edge pieces going and then maybe there’s a distinct piece---like maybe 

a street sign or a clock tower---and we get that in place.  And then we save the sky until the end 

because that kind of all blends together, so we’ve got to save that until last.  But we always get that 

guy who doesn’t connect the piece with the hole or the opening in the puzzle, right?  So you might 

have this three pronged opening in the puzzle, but he grabs an edge piece.  And he takes this edge 

piece and you see him coming and you go, “Oh this is not going to be good.”  And he starts pressing 

it in there and, of course, it doesn’t fit.  So he turns it and that doesn’t fit.  So he just tries harder and 

harder to work it in.  The more he tries the more frustrated he becomes, until he is exasperated and 

just sets the pieces down and walks away.   

 

I think this is a good picture of my life before actually knowing Jesus, back when I just knew about 

Him.  I grew up in the church.  I sat through many sermons and sang a lot of songs but I just knew 

about Him.  I was a relatively good kid---kind of in the world’s eyes---I wasn’t too bad.  But I 

always knew that there was something missing or there was something more. I was looking for 

something, even though I didn’t know what it was, so I tried to find meaning, or I tried to find that 

something.  For the longest time I wanted to be a famous musician, not a musician, a famous 

musician.  This is after my dreams of being an NBA basketball player kind of fanned out.  I quit 

growing....and so I wanted to be a famous musician.  I thought maybe if I was just famous, that’s 

where it was at---that’s what it was all about.  And those kind of died out.  And then I thought, 

“Well maybe it‟s about love; maybe it‟s in relationships; maybe if I just found the right girl.”  And 

so I tried that and of course that fizzled out too. So then I thought, “Maybe it‟s about just having a 

good time---being carefree, living it up, „Eat Drink and Be Merry‟ and have a good time.”  But we 

know how that goes.  Eventually you wake up the next day and it’s that same void.  It’s gone for the 
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night but it’s still there; it’s still that something that’s missing.  So I was like that guy and the 

puzzle.  I was trying to jam whatever I could into that void.  I was trying to create meaning out of 

anything I could, because I knew I was incomplete; I knew I was lacking. 

 

And then someone told me the story.  Not “A” story, but “THE” story---the story that we all fit into: 

That in the beginning God created everything and it was good. He created the stars and the sky, the 

land and the sea.  He created man in His own image and we had fellowship with Him.  The Bible 

says, “It was good.”  There was no death; there was no disease; there was no divorce; there was no 

abuse; there was no loneliness. It was good.  We had fellowship with God and we walked with God.  

But what happened next?  We all know what happened next, right?  God showed us what He 

wanted us to do and we said, “No thanks.  I’m going to do it my way.”  And we’ve all done this.  

We’ve all said “No” to what He desires and “Yes” to what we desire---as if we know better than 

God.  I thought I was going to be an NBA basketball player   that somehow I know more than God.  

And so what happens?  Sin enters the world and everything is broken, everything is fractured; 

everything becomes messed up.   And here it all comes.  We’ve got disease; we’ve got death; we’ve 

got divorce; we’ve got loneliness; we’ve got abuse.  Worst of all we have separation from God.  

We’re isolated from God.  That fellowship where we once walked with Him is gone and so that’s 

kind of what we’re born into.  We’re thrust into this existence of knowing that something’s not 

right.  We see injustice in the world and something tells us that’s not the way it’s supposed to be.  

Or someone young gets hit by a car and dies and we think that’s wrong.  That’s not the way it was 

meant to be.  But as we walk from Genesis and we read through the rest of the Old Testament, we 

see that it continues to point to someone who’s coming---a Messiah who is coming.   There’s 

someone who’s coming who is going to restore everything.  And so here comes God in the flesh--- 

Jesus comes and dwells and walks on the earth---and He’s just like us.  He’s like us in every way 

except for one.  He doesn’t sin. He doesn’t say “No” to God and “Yes” to Himself.  He has the way 

it was always intended to be, that fellowship with God.  And in Christ we see the very nature of 

God---His goodness, His love and His mercy.  But here we are. We still have this separation from 

God, don’t we?  We pick it up in Verse 11. Jesus says, 

 

“I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.”  

 

So we have this separation. But what does Jesus do?  Jesus comes and walks the earth as the perfect 

life and dies and atones for our sins.  He came to reconcile to Himself all things---all of the wrath 

that God had on humanity because they did not acknowledge Him as God and followed their own 

lustful desires. Christ absorbed it on the cross; He atoned for it.  He made peace with God through 

the cross.  The Bible says, “The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve and give His life as 

a ransom for many”----to take care of that separation between us and God.   

 

Verse 12:   

 

“He who is a hired hand, and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees 

the wolf coming, and leaves the sheep, and flees, and the wolf snatches them, 

and scatters them.  He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the 

sheep.” (Vs. 12-13)   

 

So once again we have this picture of a bad shepherd.  This guy’s on the clock.  He doesn’t really 

care about the sheep. Once it’s time to clock out, or if the going starts getting rough, he’s out of 

there.  But Jesus is the good Shepherd.  He stays; He’s with His sheep.  
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Verse 14: 

  

“I am the good shepherd; I know My own and My own know Me.” 
 

What do we see in that verse, “I know my Own and My own know Me”?  We see a relationship 

with Jesus, don’t we?  It’s not an acquaintance. It’s not that He knows us and we know about Him--

--at a distance. No, there’s an intimacy there that He knows us and that we know Him.  We know 

Him.  We don’t merely know about him.   

 

Where we are going in Poland there are a lot of people there who know about Jesus---a ton of them.  

They could probably even walk through some aspects of His divinity, or maybe talk through some 

things about the cross or talk about the virgin birth.  But that knowledge hasn’t traveled from their 

mind and infiltrated to their heart.  They know about Him but they don’t know Him.  They may 

know Christ is Lord but they don’t know Christ as Lord.  He doesn’t reign in their life.  But you 

don’t have to be in Poland for that to be the case.  I mean I sat in church for the longest time and I 

just knew about Jesus.  Some of you may have been coming to church for years but still have no 

relationship with Him.  You still just know about Him. You don’t know Him in the context of 

having a relationship.   

 

So what do we do?  Where do we start?  What does a relationship with God even look like?  I mean 

that sounds almost kind of scary in a way---to have a relationship with Him.   

 

Starting in Verse 14 again: 

 

“...I know My own, and My own know Me,  just as the Father knows Me and I 

know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep. (Vs. 14b-15)   

 

So Jesus says, “Okay, I have a relationship with My sheep; I know My own, and My own know 

Me.”  And what that looks like, the model for that is my relationship to God the Father.  Well, 

without getting too deep into the mystery of the Trinity, we know that within the Trinity all three 

persons are fully God.  They are one in essence, one in substance---God the Father, Jesus the Son, 

and the Holy Spirit.  But what do we see there?  We see relationship within the Trinity.  We see 

roles.  And we see those roles in the Gospels.  We see those roles present with Jesus as the Son and 

God the Father. 

 

Jumping down to Verse 17: 

 

“For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life that I might 

take it up again.  No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of My own accord.  

I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again.  This 

charge I have received from My Father.”   (Vs 17-18) 

 

So Jesus is saying the things that He is doing on earth, the fact that He can lay down His life, the 

fact that He can take it up again. It’s His Father’s will.  It’s His Father’s command.  It’s His Father’s 

charge.  It’s His Father’s order---and He’s submitting to that.   We see that time and time again in 

Scripture.  We see Jesus joyfully submitting to God the Father, always bringing it back and saying, 

“I‟m here to do the will of the One who sent me.”  So Jesus is saying this, “Here is a relationship 

with Me, and it looks like a relationship with God the Father, which is built on joyful submission.”  

Jesus submits to God the Father and He is glad to.  And so when we think about over here, when we 
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think about our relationship with Jesus Chris, our relationship with the good Shepherd, it’s one built 

on joyful submission.   

 

Now submission is kind of a dirty word in our culture.  As Americans we like to think that we know 

what’s best for us.  No one else is going to tell us. You know we might come to that later on our 

own terms but no one else is going to tell us what to do.  While submission is kind of a dirty word 

in our culture, I would submit to you that there is true freedom and life in submission.  It’s when we 

submit that we are freed up to experience the abundant life that Jesus talks about.  Now just to give 

a normal everyday example of this:  My wife Melissa is a wonderful cook.  God looked down on 

me, saw me driving through the Taco Bell drive-thru twice a day, and He had mercy on me. 

(Laughter)  He said, “I‟m going to send him someone. I‟m going to take care of this.”  And so He 

brought Missy into my life.  And before we were even married we started to talk through our roles -

---like what our responsibilities would be in the house---who was going to do what.  She loves to 

cook and she’s a great cook so it was kind of decided that she would get the groceries and prepare 

the meals and I would do the dishes and clean the toilet. (Laughter)  She probably cooks more meals 

than I clean the toilet, but we’re not going to bring that up. And so we kind of defined what it was 

going to look like.  I said, “Okay, you are going to handle that and I will submit to what you want to 

do.”  And so here’s how that can play itself out.  She comes home with a bunch of bags of groceries 

and we’re emptying them out.  I could do two things: I could take each item out of the bag and look 

at it and say, “You bought this? Really?  I don’t like these.”  And I could just go one by one and I 

could say, “You bought Oreos but you didn’t buy Double Stuffed?  What were you thinking?”  I 

could do that.  Or, if she prepared a meal, I could criticize each meal and say, “I don’t like that.”  

But in that picture of me not submitting to her, really neither one of us is free.  I’m kind of in 

bondage to myself by not letting go of what I think is best, of what I think is right---what I think she 

should buy.  And then in the same way there is no joy for her in that.  I don’t even know if I would 

call that a relationship in that model, as opposed to a picture of me joyfully submitting to whatever 

she wants to get, to put away the groceries and just be thankful that she does that----to come to the 

dinner table and to look at it and say, “Asparagus again?  Okay, it’s good. I’m thankful.  Thanks for 

cooking.”  We see two different pictures.  In this picture I’m freed up; I don’t have to worry about 

the food and I don’t have to worry about cooking.  I’m free to go clean the toilet if I want to. 

(Laughter) 

 

And I think that’s a good picture of our relationship with Christ.  Jesus said, “Whoever wants to 

save his life will lose it.” Whoever holds on to everything that they know, doing it their own way, 

that’s ultimately not going to go well for them.  But what does He say next?  “He who loses his life 

for Me and for the Gospel, He will find it.”  There’s freedom in submission.  There’s freedom in 

submitting to Christ in the context of a relationship with Him.   

 

Now there’s a couple of ways to go with the question: “Do you know Him or do you know about 

Him?”  I could say, “If you don’t know Him, well, you need to know Him”...which is true.  Or, if 

you just know about Him, you should know Him, which is true as well.  But I don’t think that’s the 

appeal that Jesus is making in the passage.  Jesus is saying, “I am the good shepherd.  I am good.  I 

am offering abundant life.  I‟m good. You‟re missing out if you don‟t know Me.  You‟re missing out 

on a life with Me.  You‟re missing out on the restoration of how it was always meant to be---this 

fellowship with God.”  Paul says, “Be reconciled to God.”   Well you can’t be reconciled to 

something or to someone without being “conciled”.  I don’t know if that’s a word, but I’m going to 

use it.  But without being “conciled” there is a relationship in place that went awry and Christ came 

to restore that, that we might know Him and that He is good.   
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You know our team, going to Poland, we don’t have to go to Poland; we get to go to Poland.  Or 

better yet, He lets us go to Poland.  He lets us in.   

 

Picking it up in Verse 16: 

 

“And I have other sheep, that are not of this fold; I must bring them also, and 

they will listen to my voice; so there will be one flock and one shepherd.” 

  

And Jesus is telling the Israelites, “The Gospel, it‟s going to go out.”  And we’re recipients of that; 

the Gospel is going out to the Gentiles.  And that’s what our team is doing.  You all are sending us 

out to Poland to meet people that will listen to His voice. We can go in confidence, knowing that 

God is going to meet us there and that there are people that will know about Him, that will come to 

know Him. So there will be one flock, one Shepherd.  So there will be unity.  We wouldn’t be---

none of us on our team---we wouldn’t be going to Poland if He wasn’t good.  We wouldn’t leave 

for five years if He wasn’t good.  We wouldn’t miss out on things with our family or friends here if 

He wasn’t good.  I wouldn’t be up here today wasting your time trying to convince you to know 

Him, and not just to know about Him, if He wasn’t good.   

 

Going down to Verse 19: 

 

There is a division among the Jews because of these words.  Many of them said, 

“He has a demon and is insane.  Why listen to Him?”  Others said, “These are 

not the words of one who is possessed by a demon.  Can a demon open the eyes 

of the blind?”     (Vs. 19-21) 

 

This picture is interesting because we have a division.  We have two sides but the two sides aren’t 

polar opposites.  We have one side that says, “Okay, this Jesus guy is demon possessed.  I‟m writing 

Him off.  Don‟t listen to Him.”  But on the other side we don’t have the polar opposite, which would 

be everyone saying, “Yes, Jesus is Lord; He‟s the Good shepherd. I‟m in, Jesus.  I‟m going to follow 

You.”  It’s kind of in the middle.  They’re saying, “These are not the words of one who is 

possessed by a demon. Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?”  They’re kind of asking 

questions and they’re saying that there’s something to this.   

 

Maybe that’s you today.  Maybe you only know about Jesus and that you don’t know Him.  But 

maybe today, for the first time, you see that He is good.  The good Shepherd lays down His life for 

the sheep.  While we were still sinners, when it was game over, Christ died for us so that we can 

have restored fellowship with God---the way it was always intended.  And that doesn’t mean that 

we don’t have any problems. You can just look at the disciples’ lives in the Bible and you can see 

that they went through some hard things after choosing to follow Christ.  Why?  Because we still 

live in a fallen world.  Everything is still broken and fractured and messed up.  We’re still living in 

that.  But Jesus is saying, “I‟m offering abundant life. I‟m offering restored fellowship with God--- 

the way it was always intended.”   So if you are like me and you are trying to jam meaning into 

your life, you’re trying to jam whatever it is that will satisfy you---whether it’s success or more 

friends or a relationship or money or whatever it is---you are trying to jam that in and it’s never 

going to fit.  And Jesus is saying, “There‟s a reason why it doesn‟t fit”.  It’s because, in the 

beginning, we were created to have fellowship with God.  It’s never going to satisfy until you 

follow the good Shepherd, until you go through His door and get to know Him and then we’re 

working back to the way it was always meant to be, in fellowship with God.   
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Some of you today know Him and you have a thriving, vibrant relationship with Him. You hear His 

voice and you follow Him and you chase after Him and praise God for that!  Be encouraged.  Keep 

running after Him.  Keep chasing Him.  But some of you know Him and you’re stuck.  You’re still 

in the same place that you were five, ten years ago.  You’re still struggling with the same sin that 

you were five or ten years ago and you’re asking the question, “I don’t know if He is the good 

Shepherd.  I’m still stuck here.” But I think that one thing that gets lost in the imagery of the good 

Shepherd is that there’s movement with the good Shepherd, right?  The sheep are following Him; 

the sheep are going somewhere.  There’s movement.  But some of you are stuck in that same place 

that you were five or ten years ago.  I would submit to you that there is probably something that 

you’re not giving up.  There’s probably something that you are holding on to.  You’re not 

experiencing the freedom of submission to Him.  My prayer for you is that you would see that He is 

good, that ...the good Shepherd lays down His life for the sheep... that He is worth following, that 

He leads us to pasture, that He leads us to abundant life, that we can have restored fellowship with 

God---the way it was always intended, the way our hearts long for. 

 

Let’s pray.   

 

Father, thank You for Your Word.  Father, we thank You and praise You that You are the good 

Shepherd.  Father, I pray for those people here today that don‟t know You, that maybe they just 

know about You.  Father, I pray that You would reveal Yourself to them in a mighty way, that You 

would stir their hearts and affections for You, that they would seek You with everything they have.  

We know that You will meet them there.  Father, I thank You for those here who know You as the 

good Shepherd and that they follow You; they listen to You; they strive after You. You‟ve got their 

hearts, Father, and they‟re running after You.  God, I pray that they do not grow weary and that 

they are encouraged and that they keep chasing You, Father.  God, I lift up those who know You but 

they‟re stuck.  Father, I really believe that You always are leading us, that You are always taking us 

somewhere, that our faith is always growing and that You are always calling us to more.  Father, I 

pray that whatever that is that they are clinging to, that they would drop it, Lord, and submit to You 

and cling to You, above all.  And it‟s in the name of the good Shepherd, Jesus Christ, that we pray. 

Amen.  
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