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The atheist looks at the injustice, the evil, the pain and suffering in the world, and puts forth the 

argument that there can be no God and certainly not the God of the Bible.  We would respond to 

that by saying, “Actually you can’t even make that statement, because in atheism there are no 

absolutes.  Everything is relative; therefore you have no standard by which to say that is just or 

unjust, that is good or evil.  Therefore you can’t even make that statement.”  This is where C.S. 

Lewis got stuck as an atheist.  He was an atheist because he believed there was so much injustice in 

the world. But one day he realized, “How can I even say that unless there is some sort of a moral 

standard?”  He did believe the world was filled with injustice which convinced him that has to 

come from a moral standard which means there has to be a moral lawgiver.  And that began his 

pursuit that ultimately ended in a relationship with Jesus Christ.   

 

We, as believers, do believe the world is full of pain and suffering.  We do believe the world is 

filled with unfairness and injustice, because it reflects our belief in a moral standard which reflects 

our belief in a moral lawgiver.  But it does raise an interesting question for us.  Where do we get our 

view of God?  Where do we get our belief that God is love?  It is very popular in our world today 

for people to say, “You know all religions are the same. They all believe in a God of love.  We 

don’t want to believe in a God of judgment. Everybody has their own way to God and let’s just all 

get along.”  But we would ask the question, “Where do you get that belief that God is love?”  Are 

you going to tell me that you look at all the pain and suffering and injustice and evil in the world 

and your conclusion is that God is love?  That seems like a huge leap of faith.  So where do we get 

our view that God is love?  Well we want to wrestle with that a little bit this morning. 

 

If you have a Bible, turn with me to Psalm 89.  Psalm 89 is a lengthy Psalm; we are going to scoot 

right through it.  It was written by Ethan, probably like with Asaph, meaning someone in the family 

line of Ethan.  We know that this original Ethan lived during the time of David, but we also know 

that this Psalm most likely occurred towards the end of the Old Testament, so it would just be 

someone in the line of Ethan.  That’s true of many of Asaph’s Psalms as well.  Other than that we 

really don’t know much background.  It’s an all-out celebration of the character, of the goodness, 

the faithfulness of God.   

 

I will sing of the lovingkindness of the Lord forever; 

To all generations I will make known your faithfulness with my mouth. 
 (*NASB, Psalm 89:1) 

 

Many of us who grew up in the church in the 70’s remember the days when we used to sing the 

chorus, “I Will Sing of the Mercies of the Lord Forever.”  That was taken from Psalm 89:1 and 

that’s actually the literal Hebrew in that verse---a celebration that God is loving; God is kind and He 

will always be that way.  God is faithful; He is trustworthy; you can count on Him and I’ll say that 

with my mouth.   
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 For I have said, “Lovingkindness will be built up forever; 

In the heavens You will establish Your faithfulness.” 

I have made a covenant with My chosen; 

I have sworn to David My servant, 

I have established your seed forever, 

And build up your throne to all generations.” (Vs. 2-4) 

 

He’s making reference there to what we call the Davidic covenant---the covenant that God made 

with David that was ultimately fulfilled in the Messiah.  We’ll talk more about that in a minute.  

 

The heavens will praise Your wonders, O Lord; 

Your faithfulness also in the assembly of the holy ones. (Vs. 5) 

 

The ...assembly of the holy ones...is a reference to angelic beings.  In the ancient world the angelic 

beings were believed to be awe inspiring, to be majestic, to be spectacular.  But the Psalmist reflects 

the idea that God is greater still in the presence of these majestic beings. God still is the one who is 

awesome and God is the one who is majestic.   

 

For who in the skies is comparable to the Lord? 

Who among the sons of the mighty is like the Lord, 

A God greatly feared in the council of the holy ones, (Vs. 6-7a) 

 

...probably there referring to all the other gods.  In the ancient world there were thousands and 

thousands of gods.  But there was one God who was over them all---the Lord of Lords, the King of 

Kings, the God of all gods.   

 

And awesome above all those who are around Him? 

O Lord God of hosts... (Vs. 7b-8a) 

 

...God of the armies is what that means.   

 

Who is like You, oh mighty Lord? 

Your faithfulness also surrounds You. 

You rule the swelling of the sea; 

When its waves rise, You still them.  (Vs. 8b-9) 
 

In the ancient world one of the most powerful forces of nature was believed to be the sea.  So when 

the sea was angry and the waves would roll, it was symbolic of significant power.  So the Psalmist 

is saying that God is a God that tames the fiercest of what nature has to offer.   

 

You yourself crushed Rahab...A poetic name for Egypt... like one who is slain; 

You scattered Your enemies with Your mighty arm. 

The heavens are Yours, the earth also is Yours; 

The world and all it contains, You have founded them. 

The north and the south, You have created them; 

Tabor and Hermon shout for joy at Your name.”  (Vs. 10-12) 

 

Those are two mountain peaks: Hermon was the larger at 10,000 feet, Tabor about 1,800 feet.  
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Mountains in the Bible are always symbolic of power and majesty---again a reminder that this God 

is powerful over the enemies and powerful over all creation.   

 

You have a strong arm; 

Your hand is mighty; Your right hand is exalted. 

Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; 

Lovingkindness and truth go before You. (Vs. 13-14) 

 

This God, this King of unlimited powers, is also good and He’s right and He’s just. 

   

How blessed are the people who know the joyful sound! 

O Lord, they walk in the light of Your countenance. 

In Your name they rejoice all the day, 

And by Your righteousness they are exalted. 

For You are the glory of their strength, 

And by Your favor our horn is exalted. 

For our shield belongs to the Lord, 

And our king to the Holy one of Israel.” (Vs. 15-18) 

 

The opening part of this Psalm is just an all-out celebration that God is good.  He is loving; He is 

faithful; He is kind. He’s all powerful over the forces of the universe, but He is also all powerful 

over the enemies of the earth...but not only that. He’s good and He’s right and He’s just and He’s 

trustworthy.   

 

Starting in Verse 19, the Psalmist talks about His covenant with David.  God made a promise.   

 

Once you spoke in vision to Your godly ones, 

And said, “I have given help to one who is mighty; 

I have exalted one chosen from the people.”  

 

If you want to know more about this story, you can find it in 2 Samuel, Chapter 7.  There was a 

reminder that David was in the prime of his rule and everything was going well.  David was 

dwelling in a magnificent palace of cedar but he realized one day that, while he was a king dwelling 

in this magnificent structure of cedar, the Ark of the Covenant, which represented the presence of 

God, was in a tent. And he said to Nathan the prophet, “You know this can’t be.  While I’m dwelling 

in a magnificent structure of cedar, God lives in a tent.  So I’m going to build God the most 

magnificent house on the face of the earth.” And Nathan the prophet said, “Go for it.”  But in the 

middle of the night God showed up to Nathan the prophet and said, “Nathan, I don’t want David to 

do that.  I don’t want him to build a house for Me.  I’m going to build a house for him and it’s going 

to be a house that will endure forever.”   

 

Of course it was the promise that was ultimately fulfilled in Jesus, the Messiah.  Jesus would sit on 

the throne of David and will do so forever.  This particular Psalm is just a wonderful commentary 

on what was actually promised in that covenant.  

 

“I have found David My servant; 

With My holy oil I have anointed him, 

With whom My hand will be established; 
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 My arm also will strengthen him. 

The enemy will not deceive him, 

Nor the son of wickedness afflict him. 

But I shall crush his adversaries before him, 

And strike those who hate him. 

My faithfulness and My lovingkindness will be with him, 

And in My name his horn will be exalted. 

I shall also set his hand on the sea, 

And his right hand on the rivers. 

He will cry to Me, „You are my Father, 

My God, and the rock of my salvation.‟ 

I also shall make him My first-born, 

The highest of the kings of the earth. 

My lovingkindness will keep him forever, 

And My covenant shall be confirmed to him. 

So I will establish his descendants forever, 

And his throne as the days of heaven.” ( Vs. 20-29) 

 

A magnificent promise was made to David and the descendents of David---that God would keep His 

promise, that God would be faithful.  

 

Starting in Verse 30 the Psalmist reminds us that God still expected His people to walk in 

obedience.  Grace never means, “Anything goes”.  And so God said, “I’m making this promise but I 

expect you to walk in obedience. I expect you to walk in My ways.”  

 

“If his sons forsake My law, 

And do not walk in My judgments, 

If they violate My statutes, 

And do not keep My commandments, 

Then I will punish their transgression with the rod, 

And their iniquity with stripes.”  (Vs. 30-32) 

 

He’s saying, “I still expect My people to obey and to walk in My ways and, if they don’t, I will 

discipline them.”  It’s not pouring out His wrath upon them; it’s more like a father correcting or 

disciplining his children so that they would turn from their ways and return to obedience before 

God.   

 

“But (he says) I will not break off my lovingkindness from him, 

Nor deal falsely in My faithfulness. 

My covenant I will not violate, 

Nor will I alter the utterance of My lips. 

Once I have sworn by My holiness; 

I will not lie to David. 

His descendants shall endure forever, 

And his throne as the sun before Me. 

It shall be established forever like the moon, 

And the witness in the sky is faithful.” (Vs. 33-37) 
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God’s promise is: “Even if you stray, even if you mess up, yes, I will correct you as a father would 

correct his children, but I will not break my promise.   I will not go back on what I have uttered.  I 

will be faithful and true to what I promised you---so much so that I am as dependable as the moon 

and the sky.   Every time you see the moon and the sky you are reminded that I will keep my 

promise, and I will be faithful no matter what.” 

 

The first thirty-seven verses are an all-out celebration of this God who has made them a promise 

and that no matter what, He will keep the promise.  But of course a promise is only as good as the 

person that makes it.   The Psalmist is celebrating: This God that made us a promise is the God who 

has unlimited power over the enemies of the earth, unlimited over creation.  This is the God who is 

always just, and He is always fair, and He is always right.   This is the God who is always loving. 

He’s always kind; He’s always good; He’s always faithful.  You can trust Him you can count on 

Him; you can take Him to the bank---an all-out celebration of the character of God---until you get 

to Verse 38.  “But … 

 

Mike Stelzer, Worship Arts Pastor: 

 (Song) 

When darkness surrounds and fear overtakes me, I find nothing around to fill up my dry and 

emptiness.  When sickness arrives and healing seems so far, when sorrow finds rest, and 

everything’s fading away...   

 

I think over the last year and a half I’ve begun to understand just a little bit what it means to 

worship God in the face of trials, what it means to trust Him during times of uncertainty and 

how to find peace in the midst of the storm.  For a while there it seemed like my health just 

kept getting worse and worse.  It didn’t matter what medication we tried or diet we tried or 

whatever, it just seemed like it kept getting worse and we didn’t see an end in sight.  

Probably for me the worst week was the week right after my first surgery, last January. So 

about the first week of February it was really difficult for me.  Obviously there was the 

physical trauma of what I went through---it was really difficult---but just emotionally and 

spiritually the strain was really, really intense.  I remember when I got home from the 

hospital and I just went down to my basement and sat on our couch---and I just lost it.  I was 

so discouraged, so full of despair, because here I was, 26 years old, and I was supposed to be 

in my prime, so I thought, and I was stuck to my bed and I couldn’t even leave my house.  I 

remember thinking to myself at that moment that I had two ways that I could turn.  I could 

either run away from God and get all angry and bitter towards Him or I could choose to turn 

to God and run after Him with all my heart.  It wasn’t easy at all but I knew I tried to run 

after Him the best I could.  I would constantly have to lay down my emotions of depression, 

of rage, of bitterness, and remind myself of who God was, of His love and His faithfulness 

to me and His promises to me.  One amazing way that God really carried me through this 

time was by just giving me songs of worship.  There was one song that I wrote last fall 

where I talked about the awesomeness of God in the midst of trials and how, when my faith 

is tested, I need to be quick to fall on my knees and surrender to Him.  And I wrote that song 

and it was literally the night before I found out last fall that I had that fungal infection that 

was life threatening.  And it was that song that God used to carry me through the next couple 

of weeks.  It was like He was saying to me during that time, “Do you trust Me? This is going 

to be rough but, if you trust Me, I will carry you through to the other side.”  And when I 

would spend time with God just reading Scripture and singing the songs of worship that He 

gave me, it’s like He used those words and those times to penetrate my heart and encourage 

me to stay the course in the midst of the storm.  The song that I was just singing a minute 
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ago, the verses of that are sharing just about the fear that I was facing, the fear that was 

overtaking me, the darkness that was surrounding me, and how sorrow was really finding 

rest in my life.  But the chorus that I will sing in a minute is a reminder to me of how I can 

overcome through spending time in His presence.  I overcome by reading the truth in His 

Word.  And the song is really just a desperate cry in my heart to overcome. I know that I 

may not ever completely overcome physically.  I may or I may not.  But I know that I can 

overcome through Christ anything spiritually and emotionally---anything that comes my 

way. I know that God is faithful and I know it now better than I ever did before.  It’s been 

kind of a really weird experience.  On one hand it felt like God was so distant and it didn’t 

matter what I did; it felt like, “God, are You hearing me?”  But on the other hand it was like 

He was right there, closer to me than He had ever been and it was like He was taking me by 

the hand and carrying me through to the other side. It was just an amazing experience.  And 

people came around us in such unbelievable ways---so many of you---and we saw God’s 

faithfulness demonstrated through His people.  And it was absolutely amazing.  And I don’t 

know if we would be where we are today without that.  I believe my worship now is richer, 

deeper and more mature than it ever used to be.  I’ve tasted just a bit of suffering just like 

many of you here this morning have suffered in ways worse than I have.  But I’ve tasted just 

enough to draw me closer to Jesus, and for that I can honestly say I am thankful that I 

walked through the last year and a half because it’s in those moments of agonizing and sheer 

helplessness that we find God.   We find His strength; we find His power; we find His grace 

and we find His presence for every moment that we face.  And we see God in those 

moments; we know that we can overcome anything through Jesus.   

 

 (Song) 

When sickness arrives and healing seems so far, when sorrow finds rest and everything’s 

fading away, I overcome in You---in Your presence.  I overcome by truth from Your Word  

because You alone are perfect in power.  And hope is found in You, in You.  I overcome in 

You---in Your presence.  I overcome by truth from Your Word because You alone are perfect 

in power. And hope is found in You; hope is found in You.  I’ll overcome.  I’ll overcome.  I’ll 

overcome.  I’ll overcome.  Jesus, I put my trust in You.   Jesus, I overcome in You---in Your 

presence.  I overcome by truth from Your Word because You alone are perfect in power.  

And hope is found in You; it’s in You.  I’ll overcome. I’ll overcome.  I’ll overcome.  I’ll 

overcome.  I’ll overcome.  

 

Pastor Clark:  

 

So what is the basis by which we believe that God is good, that He’s kind, that He’s faithful?  The 

answer is: Because He said so.  If you’re going to cultivate your view of God based on the 

circumstances of life, you are going to have a warped view of God.  I do believe that He is good.  I 

believe He is kind.  I believe He is faithful.  And I believe that because He said so.  There are times 

in life when it seems so easy to believe that---because we see the hand of God all around us.  But 

there are other times when the bottom drops out of our world and it takes every ounce of faith we 

have to hold on.  The first thirty-seven verses of this Psalm are all-out celebration.  But starting in 

verse 38 the bottom drops out of this Psalm---to such a degree that some people have put forth the 

argument that they think the Psalm was written by two different people.  How could he say what he 

said in the front half and then say what he said in the back half?  But there’s no evidence that this is 

two different people.  It’s just the reality of the faith journey.  Notice the depth of the emotional 

terms he uses, but also notice that he doesn’t say this just happened.  He says, “God, you made this 

happen.” 
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Verse 38:  

 

But You have cast off and rejected, 

You have been full of wrath against Your anointed. 

You have spurned the covenant of Your servant; 

You have profaned his crown in the dust. 

You have broken down all his walls; 

You have brought his strongholds to ruin. 

All who pass along the way plunder him; 

He has become a reproach to his neighbors. 

You have exalted the right hand of his adversaries; 

You have made all his enemies rejoice. 

You also turned back the edge of the sword, 

And have not made him stand in battle. 

You have made his splendor to cease, 

And cast his throne to the ground. 

You have shortened the days of his youth; 

You have covered him with shame.”  ( Vs. 38-45) 

 

God, You did this. You took the crown of David and You threw it in the dirt and You stomped on it.   

 

How long, O Lord? 

Will You hide Yourself forever? 

Will Your wrath burn like fire? 

Remember what my span of life is; 

For what vanity You have created all the sons of men! 

What man can live and not see death? 

Can he deliver his soul from the power of Sheol?” ( Vs. 46-48) 

 

The Psalmist here is saying, “Hey, I’m only a man. God, there’s nothing I can do about this.  I can’t 

change it.  I’m just wondering, will I ever see your lovingkindness again before I die?” 

 

Where are Your former lovingkindness, O Lord, 

Which You swore to David in Your faithfulness? 

Remember, O Lord, the reproach of Your servants; 

How I bear in my bosom the reproach of all the many peoples, 

With which Your enemies have reproached, O Lord, 

 With which they have reproached the footsteps of Your anointed. (Vs. 49-51) 

 

Verse 52: 

 

 Blessed be the Lord forever!  

 

Verse 52 is probably added by an editor. This is actually the close of Book 3 of the Psalms, more so 

than the close of just Psalm 89.  Book 3 is a tough section of the Psalms but, at the end of the day, 

Blessed be the Lord.   
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The Psalmist believes God is good, and He is faithful. He is kind, and He is loving.  This isn’t like 

Psalm 73 that we looked at last spring where Asaph is saying, “I was right on the edge of chucking 

it all and walking away.”  The Psalmist really does believe what he says he believes, but the bottom 

has dropped out of his world and he’s hurt, and he’s disappointed and he’s confused and he doesn’t 

know where God went.   

 

One of the things I love about the Scriptures is they’re just real.  Sigmund Freud once said that man 

invented religion in order to comfort him, to deal with the tragedies of life.  I’m going to suggest to 

you that Siggie never read the Bible because there’s nothing comforting about this passage.  If I’m 

going to make something up to comfort me, it’s not going to be this.  I don’t want to believe this.  

This is disturbing...but this is reality.  This has never been a secret in the Christian faith.  God has 

been up front about this from the beginning.  The very first book of revelation that God penned for 

us was the book of Job.  From the very beginning God has made it clear we better understand this: 

“I’m God; you’re not and sometimes life is going to be really hard and you’re not going to 

understand why things are the way they are.  And you’re just going to have to trust Me.”  That’s the 

very first thing God put on paper.   

 

Sometimes we struggle because we have bad theology.  It’s very popular today to promote a 

message of health and wealth and prosperity.  I just saw it the other night from a TV preacher.  He 

said, “You have a right to this and a right to this and a right to this; all you have to do is claim it.” 

That’s wrong.  That’s wrong!  There’s nowhere where God promised a life full of health and 

wealth, and prosperity.  It’s, a matter of fact, just the opposite.  Jesus said, “You need to know this if 

you’re going to follow Me: It’s going to be rough.  It’s going to be filled with struggle and pain and 

suffering; it’s a tough journey.”   The gospel of health and wealth and prosperity is just an attempt 

to find a religious way to be selfish.  That’s not God’s message.  I don’t think we, in our movement, 

are prone to believe that message.  I think we are prone to buy into the “Let’s make a deal” 

theology.  It flows out of our legalistic roots.  The idea is this, “Ok, God, let’s make a deal.  I follow 

the rules and You bless me.”  It’s a deal; it’s a trade off.   So we have all the little things that we 

check off each day that means we are being a good Christian.  And in return for that, we expect God 

to bless us.  But when God doesn’t come through, we cry, “Foul.  Foul!”  That wasn’t the deal.  The 

deal was that I would do my part and You do yours.  So, God, if You’re not going to keep Your end 

of the deal, I’m walking.   

 

The world is filled with despairing religious people that had a deal and God didn’t deliver on His 

end of the bargain---and they walked away.  But God never promised that deal.  What God 

promised is, “You have to trust Me.  I’m going to tell you right now I’m good; I’m faithful and I’m 

loving.  And I’m kind and I’m just and I’ve made you a promise, and you are just going to have to 

trust Me.”  We don’t really like that theology; it disturbs us.  Again the “Let’s make a deal” 

theology is born out of our selfishness.  It’s a way to manipulate God to get what we want.  But, at 

the end of the day, in that theology we aren’t really pursuing God. We’re pursuing ourselves 

through manipulating God.  The theology of the Bible is God saying, “You just have to trust Me.  

No deals here.  This is who I am; this is what I promise and you’re just going to have to trust Me.”   

 

In times of suffering it is often hard to see any real purpose, so we conclude: If I can’t see the 

purpose, there must not be one---as if I’m the infinite mind of the universe.  Just because we cannot 

see or understand a purpose doesn’t mean there isn’t one.  If you believe God is big enough to do 

something about your problems, you have to also believe that He’s big enough to have a purpose 

that you may not see or understand.   
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The one thing that we cannot say in the midst of our suffering is that God doesn’t love us because 

that issue was settled once and for all, two thousand years ago, when God left the glories of heaven 

and He rolled up His sleeves and He got in the middle of our mess in order to die a cruel death on 

the cross---that we might know life.  Jesus died a horrific death on the cross.  Down through history 

there have been many Christian martyrs who died horrific physical deaths.  Some of them were 

burned at the stake---a horrible way to die---yet they died with such triumph, many of them singing 

the great hymns of the faith until they drew their last breath.  You read the story of Jesus’ death and 

He was in agony.  He was in agony in the garden; He was in agony on the cross.  You say, “What’s 

up with that?  Was Jesus just weaker than these other Christian martyrs?”   

 

I think we make a colossal theological mistake when we focus on the physical suffering of the 

Cross.  Many martyrs through history have died horrific physical deaths.  The ultimate suffering of 

the cross was not physical; it was far more than that.  It was that a Holy God was so offended by 

sin---He cannot have sin in His presence---that He would actually take on Himself the sins of the 

world.  That’s the horror of the Cross.  Think of it this way:  The same Bible that says God is love 

says there will be judgment, and those that reject Jesus will suffer in torment forever.  And the Bible 

would consider, God would consider, that, while we may take our sin lightly, God does not!  

Imagine an eternity of torment and reduce it all the way down to a moment in time.  Imagine the 

level of intensity of that moment.  That’s your base. Now times that by the number of people sitting 

in this room and imagine the level of intensity of that moment.  Now times that by the number of 

people who are alive today. Then times that by the number of people who have ever lived---

condensed into a moment of time---and put upon Jesus, in that moment on the cross---a moment of 

such sheer horror that Jesus cried out, “My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken me?”  In a way 

we will never understand, the moment was so horrible that God the Father and God the Son were 

separated in some way---a moment of such absolute horror that even the earth itself grieved as the 

world became dark---a moment of absolute horror!  And that moment was for you; that moment was 

for you! 

 

I understand at times the bottom drops out of life; I’ve been there myself.  And I understand at times 

it’s hard to understand where God is in all this.  He doesn’t seem to care and He doesn’t seem to 

respond.  He doesn’t seem very loving and kind right then.  But the one thing that you cannot say is 

that “God doesn’t love me.”  That question was answered once and for all when He endured that 

moment for you.  Don’t tell me that He doesn’t care.  Don’t tell me He doesn’t love me; don’t tell 

me He’s detached.  If you believe that moment was for you, why would God turn around and 

abandon you?  Why would God not care?   

 

I also understand that the Resurrection is God’s promise---God’s promise that there is a life to 

come, God’s promise that one day He will make things right.  God never said this is paradise. This 

is a mess!  God’s been clear about that from the first sin.  But the promise of the Resurrection is: 

There’s a new day coming and I’m going to make it right and I’m going to keep my promise and it 

will be more glorious that you can imagine today.  But it’s important to understand that the life to 

come isn’t just life after death; it’s redemptive.  It’s redemptive and what I mean by that is it’s the 

promise that God is going to make everything right.  He’s going to give you back everything you 

lost.  He’s going to fulfill everything you’ve missed.  It’s redemptive.  Therefore anything you’ve 

longed for, anything you’ve dreamed for, anything you thought that you missed in this life, God has 

promised, “I’m going to make it right and I’m going to give it back to you and you will find you 

haven’t missed anything; you’re satisfied, more fulfilled than anything you can imagine today.”  
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In some way you might say that the suffering and the struggles of this life will only enrich your 

experience in the life to come.  Let me see if I can explain that.  On almost any given weekend we 

have among us our friend Jason.  Jason is a godly man, has a sweet, loving relationship with Jesus.  

You only need to talk to Jason for a couple of minutes and you know he loves Jesus with all his 

heart.  He’s in Lincoln because he believes God sent him to Lincoln to be a missionary to a very 

specific group of people within our community.  And every weekend Jason watches as we walk in, 

knowing that he will never walk.  Jason’s in a wheelchair and, unless God does a miracle, he will 

spend the rest of his life in a wheelchair.  And Jason wonders what would it be like to just walk in?  

What would it be like to just walk across the room and get a cup of coffee?  What would it be like to 

just walk out to the parking lot after the service, get in my car and drive away?  Unless God does a 

miracle, these are things Jason will never know.  But the promise is in the life to come.  Jason will 

walk.  Jason will run.  And don’t you think, because of what Jason didn’t experience in this life, that 

just the sheer pleasure of walking will be that much more fulfilling in the life to come?   

 

We have a tendency to think when we suffer, “We’ve missed it”.  We haven’t missed anything.  

That’s the promise of redemption.  God’s going to make it right.  He’s going to give it back.  

Everything that you have longed for and desired and believed that you’ve missed will be yours in 

the life to come.  It’s part of the promise.   

 

I believe God is good.  I believe He’s kind.  I believe He’s loving; I believe He’s faithful.  There are 

days when it is so easy to believe that because we see it everywhere.  But there are other days when 

the bottom drops out of your world and it takes every ounce of faith you have just to hold on and 

believe.  As Mike said, “You can choose to become angry and bitter and walk away” but my 

question would be, “How does that help?  How does that make the pain go away?  How does that 

make it all better?”  You just cut yourself off from the only source of hope you have.  So when the 

bottom drops out of our world, we cry out.  We’re hurt.  We’re disappointed.  We’re confused.  We 

don’t understand and we cry out and we ask God to do something.  And in those moments, with 

every ounce of faith we have, we just hold on for “There is a better day coming”. 

 

 

Our Father, we are thankful this morning that You are good and You’re faithful and You’re kind 

and You’re loving and You’ve made us a promise and we know You’re going to keep that promise.  

Lord, for many of us this morning that just seems so easy to believe.  But, Lord, I know there are 

those among us this morning that are hanging on by a thread.  The bottom has dropped out of their 

world and it’s only by faith that they hold on.  Lord, we long for that better day coming.  Lord, until 

that day, find us faithful to believe You tell the truth.  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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