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What Do We Do When The Enemy Has Surrounded Us? 
Psalm 83 

Pastor Dan Moeller 

 

 

O God, do not remain quiet; Do not be silent and, O God, do not be still.  For, 

behold, your enemies make an uproar; and those who hate you have exalted 

themselves.  They make shrewd plans against your people and conspire together 

against your treasured ones.  They have said, “Come, and let us wipe them out as a 

nation, that the name of Israel be remembered no more.”  For they have conspired 

together with one mind; against You they make a covenant; The tents of Edom and 

the Ishmaelites; Moab, and the Hagrites; Gebal, and Ammon, and Amalek; Philistia 

with the inhabitants of Tyre; Assyria also has joined with them; They have become 

a help to the children of Lot.  Deal with them as with Midian, as with Sisera and 

Jabin, at the torrent of Kishon, who were destroyed at En-dor, who became as dung 

for the ground.  Make their nobles like Oreb and Zeeb, and all their princes like 

Zebah and Zalmunna, who said, “Let us possess for ourselves the pastures of God.”  

O my God, make them like the whirling dust; like chaff before the wind.  Like fire 

that burns the forest, and like a flame that sets the mountains on fire, so pursue 

them with Your tempest and terrify them with Your storm.  Fill their faces with 

dishonor that they may seek Your name, O Lord.  Let them be ashamed and 

dismayed forever; and let them be humiliated and perish, that they may know that 

You alone, whose name is the Lord, art the Most High over all the earth.  Psalms 

83:1-18 

 

In many ways we are a reflection of our memories.  What I mean by that is, in many ways we are a 

reflection of what we remember about our past.  We are a reflection of the inputs into our lives, the 

people that taught us, the people that poured themselves into us.  We are a reflection of what we 

learned and what we observed, especially when we were young, when we were children.  Even to 

an older age those things that we learned when we were young have great impact into our lives and 

to the decisions that we make today.  We reflect those memories that we have.  It could be simple 

things like where you eat.  When I was a kid living in northeast Nebraska, we would often meet my 

grandparents in Norfolk and the place that we always went was my grandfather’s favorite fast-food 

restaurant---which happened to be McDonald’s.  And so it just was known that anytime we were 

going to Norfolk, anytime that we were meeting up, we were going to McDonald’s.  And as a kid it 

was great because we didn’t go to McDonald’s a lot; that was kind of a highlight for us. And so we 

would jump in the car and away we would go and we would meet Grandpa and Grandma, and if we 

were really good we would even get one of the little sundaes, you know.  To this day I have to tell 

you, that when given the choice, when given the option where to go to get a quick eat, a fast bite to 

eat, the first place, the very first place I think of is Burger King, right? (Laughter)   No, the first 

place I think of is McDonald’s.  It happened a couple of days ago.  My family and I were going out 

to visit my sister who lives on an acreage. We needed to catch a quick bite and instantly, as we were 

driving, I’m thinking we have to stop at McDonald’s, to my wife’s chagrin, because she is a Burger 

King person.  But these memories, they impact, they influence us in our lives.   
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Now that’s just a little example.  How can it have a greater bearing?  It can influence how we look 

at people.  We grew up with inputs in our life, being taught that people are in different categories.  

We may see people as: black or white, rich or poor, Cornhusker fan or Oklahoma Sooner fan.  You 

know all those kinds of things have impact into our lives. Therefore, when we meet somebody that 

comes from that kind of background, we may think that they are somebody that is “good” or “bad”, 

“winner” or “loser”, “somebody that might take advantage of us” or “somebody that is very giving” 

just because that background that we have has a tremendous impact on how we view people.  But I 

think the most important way that our memories and our background and how we were raised 

impacts us is the way we view God.  You see we can view God as somebody that is for us, 

somebody that is with us, somebody that cares about us ---a personal God---or we may see God as 

distant, cold, uncaring and uninvolved.  And the circumstances of life can sometimes bring that to 

bear in ways that rarely reveal what is in our heart---about our feeling toward God, what we think 

and know about God.  When the pressure is on and we have come to the limits of our own strength 

and our own cleverness, the question that really comes to our minds or what comes to our lives is: 

What will I remember about God?  What is it that I will remember about God at that moment that 

will either help me to take that next step in life or to pull back because I don’t even know if God 

cares?   

 

This isn’t a new dilemma.  The children of Israel had this very same wrestling in their hearts---of 

what did they believe about God?  Did they really trust him?  Did they really believe that He was a 

God that would deliver them?  The Psalm that we are going to talk about today is a Psalm that 

reflects a time in the life of Israel that was one of their darkest hours.  As reflected in the Psalm the 

nation of Israel is really surrounded by her enemy and that enemy is not just looking to battle. The 

enemy is looking to utterly wipe out the nation of Israel, so much so that there would not even be a 

history.  Nobody in the future would even know Israel existed.  So the people of Israel are at their 

own moment of grappling with what is their view of God, and even more so than we could even 

ever imagine, because for Israel the stakes are not just about McDonald’s or Burger King.  The 

stakes are that they will totally be destroyed.  The stakes are no more homes; the stakes are they are 

either killed or enslaved; the stakes are that even the very name of God will be dishonored because 

of what these nations want to do.  And so their heart-cry is, “God, are you really there?  Will you 

take action?” 

 

So turn with me to Psalm 83.  Now Psalm 83 is a Psalm written by Asaph who was a worship leader 

in Israel.  We don’t know the exact circumstances that he is describing.  It could have been a 

moment in time with the King of Jehoshaphat, but we just don’t know for sure.  This is the last of 

Asaph’s Psalms as listed in the Psalms, but again it describes a period of time where Israel is kind 

of at her wit’s end of what are they going to do.  In verse 1 it says: 

 

O God, do not remain quiet; 

Do not be silent O God, do not be still. (*NASB, Psalm 83:1) 

 

The Psalm really starts off with this heart-cry from Asaph. “God, don’t be quiet in this situation. We 

need to hear from you, God; the situation is dire.”  In the Message it says, “Don’t shut us out God; 

we need to hear from you.”  We can probably understand that a little bit, can’t we?  We can 

understand that being in this circumstance, at a time in our life when we are calling out to God, and 

we are saying, “God, we just need to hear from you; this is not a time to be silent; this is not a time 

not to speak to us; we are at wit’s end here; we have got to hear from you.  Please answer our call!”  

Asaph is reflecting this heart of the people. “We’ve got to hear You in this situation because 

everything we know, everything we are, is on the line here, God.”  So what is the situation? 
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Verse 2: 

 

For, behold, Your enemies make an uproar; 

And those who hate You have exalted themselves. 

They make shrewd plans against Your people, 

And conspire together against Your treasured ones. 

They have said, “Come, and let us wipe them out as a nation, 

That the nation of Israel be remembered no more.” 

For they have conspired together with one mind; 

Against You they make a covenant: 

The tents of Edom and the Ishmaelites; 

Moab, and the Hagrites; 

Gebal, and Ammon, and Amalek; 

Philistia with the inhabitants of Tyre; 

Assyria also has joined with them; 

They have become a help to the children of Lot. (vs. 2-8) 

 

As Asaph describes the situation, we see that the nations that are surrounding Israel have come 

together, conspiring together, unifying, and their focus---what is in their trigger’s eye---is Israel.  

Their desire, their hope, their covenanting together is to utterly destroy Israel, to wipe her off the 

face of the map.  But not only that, this is almost a personal struggle.  If you go back and research 

and look at the countries that are coming against Israel, these are part of Israel’s extended family.  

These are from the time of Abraham and Lot.  These are almost their extended family coming 

together and saying, “We are tired of Israel’s presence.  We are taking action and we are going to 

wipe them away.”  Add on to that Assyria was aligning themselves as a super power of the time, 

aligning themselves with these nations.  And so all this pressure is coming to bear upon Israel.  

What will happen here?  And even more than that, it is very clear that these people conspire against 

God Himself.  They want to exalt themselves in wiping out Israel and therefore declaring to the 

world, “There is no God in Israel. This God that you put your faith in, He is no more; He couldn’t 

even protect Israel.”  And so they are trying to get in God’s face and say, “We will be Your 

undoing; we will destroy Your name, Your reputation, O God”.  These people find themselves in a 

dire, dire situation and that is why they call out to God.  And that is why Asaph, as he is recording 

this, reflects again this heart-cry, “Hear us, God; please speak to us because we are in this time of 

need”.  So what is the response?  I think the response that is given is that Asaph begins to re-form 

what it is the people are focused on.  He wants them to remember something now about God as they 

face this dire situation. 

 

Verse 9: 

 

Deal with them as with Midian, 

As with Sisera and Jabin, at the torrent of Kishon, 

Who were destroyed at En-dor, 

Who became as dung for the ground. 

Make their nobles like Oreb and Zeeb, 

And all their princes like Zebah and Zalmunna, 

Who said, “Let us possess for ourselves 

The pastures of God.”  ( vs. 9-12) 
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In giving his response Asaph draws upon two stories that are listed in the book of Judges.  Now the 

first story comes from the life of Gideon.  If you remember the life of Gideon, before God calls him, 

the Midianites have kind of overrun the country of Israel, so much so that Israel goes out and they 

plant their crops and at harvest time, just when they are ready to reap their bounty, the Midianites 

sweep in and take all of their crops. And so they are starving all the people and the people are living 

in such fear they are living up in the hills and the caves.  And they begin to call out to God, “God, 

where are you? Deliver us, God”---repenting before God.  And so an angel appears before Gideon 

and says to Gideon that He is going to deliver His people. And it is a very interesting dialogue 

because Gideon’s response at first was, “God, where have you been?  What have you been doing, 

God?  Where are all those things that we read and learned about in our past?  What are you doing 

God?”  And God tells Gideon that He will be Israel’s champion; He will be their hero.  And so 

Gideon goes and he begins to draw together an army and he gets about 15,000 soldiers together, but 

he is facing an army of Midianites of over 120,000 soldiers. Then God says to Gideon, “Look, 

you’ve got too many soldiers.”  And I have to believe that Gideon says in that moment, “Whoa, 

Whoa, God, I don’t think I heard you right.  You said we have too many?  We don’t have enough 

soldiers here.  We’ve got 15,000 and Midian has got 120,000!”  And God says, “No, you have got 

too many soldiers.”  And so Gideon whittles down the army of Israel to a mere 300 soldiers.  And 

God makes His point very clear to Gideon: “Your deliverance today will not be by man’s hand, but 

it will only be by the hand of God.”  This moment in history will be looked at, not as the 

deliverance by man, but it will be looked upon as, and known as, that God has delivered Israel, and 

that’s exactly what He does.  He throws the army of the Midianites into confusion and a great 

victory is won that day. And again there is no question how the victory came.  It wasn’t Gideon’s 

300 soldiers; it was God who delivered the nation. 

 

The other story that he is listing here comes from Judges again and it is the story of Deborah and 

Barak.  And again, if you remember in that story, Deborah comes to Barak and says that God is 

going to deliver His people.  See the Canaanites had over-swept again the land of Israel and had the 

people in great fear.  In fact the Canaanites had a super weapon---a super tank---if you will.  They 

had iron chariots and they were using these iron chariots to sweep over the land and defeat the 

people and the people were in great fear of these Canaanites.  Deborah says to Barak, “You are 

going to have victory today.”  Barak wasn’t quite as convinced and so he said, “I’ll go up, Deborah, 

if you come with me,” and so they do, and there was a valley where the battle was to happen. God 

basically floods that valley, so much so that those chariots, those incredible machines of fear, are 

stuck in the mud ---useless.  And Israel has a great victory over her enemy.  And Jabin and Sisera 

die in that.  But again the point to us, the point for Israel, is that God is the one who brought this 

victory.  It is God that changed the circumstances.  It is God that defended His people. 

 

And so we see what Asaph is doing.  Asaph is telling these stories: Remember who your God is;  

remember what He has done.  We do the same things in our lives.  We spend time with a parent or 

grandparent and sit down with them and listen to their story, listen too as they recount how God has 

been faithful in their lives. And they recount how God has delivered them and come through for 

them---even sometimes when the hour is darkest, even when we don’t know what’s going to 

happen. And they share these stories with us to give us a view of God as He really is.  We do this 

when we listen to stories, even about how this church began.  Awhile back the staff here at Berean 

had the opportunity to hear from Claudine Lehman and the Walker family.  We listened to how God 

really built this church and the struggles they had and the obstacles they had and how God just kept 

winning the day and bringing together His people and building a church for His name.  We need 

those stories to help us really come back in contact with who God is and what He wants to do in our 

lives.  It’s the same thing when we listen to missionaries or read accounts of missionaries who go 

off to far-off lands and they take a stand for Christ and they share their love of God with people.  
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And even so sometimes with results that are tragic, where people are killed because they are 

standing up for God’s name.  But we see through that, that what God is doing is He is bringing 

people to a saving knowledge of who He is and lives are transformed and even countries are 

changed because of these brave individuals who walk in God’s name.  And these stories help 

encourage us to rethink about who God is.  It happens when we study this Book, when we reflect 

upon God’s own Word and we read these stories of people of faith, not that they were perfect, not 

that they didn’t have struggles. They pitied themselves, facing the anger of the Lord saying, “Where 

have you been God?”  It helps us to process our own faith, our own doubts sometimes and see 

God’s mighty hand in response.  These stories help form us, help educate us, help give us those 

inputs we need to rethink about how we see God, how we process who God is.   

 

That’s exactly what Asaph is doing here.  He’s helping the people to reflect; he’s helping the people 

to process:  This is who your God is.  This is what He has done.  So then the whole tone of the 

Psalm changes in the very next verse. 

 

Verse 13: 

 

O my God, make them like the whirling dust; 

Like chaff before the wind. 

Like fire that burns the forest, 

And like a flame that sets the mountains on fire. 

So pursue them with Your tempest, 

And terrify them with Your storm. 

Fill their faces with dishonor, 

That they may seek Your name, O Lord. 

Let them be ashamed and dismayed forever; 

And let them be humiliated and perish, 

That they may know that You alone, whose name is the Lord, 

Art the Most High over all the earth.  (vs. 13-18) 

 

The whole tone of the Psalm, at this moment, changes.  You can feel the change in there.  Because 

Asaph, as he’s moving through, changes the outlook about what the Psalm is about. It isn’t as if 

what Asaph is trying to get us to understand, or to think about, is that God is on His throne and He 

really doesn’t care.  He’s not trying to get us to understand that, “Well God is up there and He’s 

kind of asleep at the wheel” and so therefore he wakes up, “Hey God, Hey God”, and then he has to 

tell God what’s going on, because God really doesn’t know what’s going on. And then God says, 

“Well I don’t know quite what to do here.”  And so Asaph tells him, “Well, God, this is what you did 

in the past”---so that God kind of figures it out.  That’s not the point at all!  The point is where this 

leads; the point is for us---that this is the God who delivers.  This is the change in perspective.  No 

more are we saying, “The enemy surrounds us; what do we do?  But, “God, we believe You take the 

action that we see; we believe that You’re going to do what You did in previous times.  We believe 

You are going to come, Lord, and we believe You’re going to deliver us.  We believe that You’re 

going to come and You are going to make Your enemies like whirling dust.  They will be nothing 

but dust to be remembered.  You’re going to come and be like a fire that sweeps over the forest and 

burns everything in its path, be like a volcano that erupts with fire, that nothing can stand in its path, 

be like a tornado, a level 5 tornado, that follows and chases your enemy and overtakes them.”  But 

even more I love this change again in tone. It’s not about God losing reputation, but, “God, do this 

so that all would know you are God.  You are God alone. You are the one who sits on the throne.”  

Again I love that transition of the Psalm that reaffirms and wants everybody to know that these 
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nations would come to the point in humility and humbleness and say, “We give up. You are God; 

You are God of all!”   

 

But this turning point comes in reflection of remembering who God really is.  Your memories, your 

thoughts, what you remember, work and dictate how you respond, how I respond to God.  And 

again we can see God as who He is: a loving God, a caring God who is for us, not against us---or 

we can see God as cold, distant, and it will dictate how you will respond to God’s outstretched 

hand.   

 

This fall we have a wonderful program starting up here at Lincoln Berean called Celebrate 

Recovery and it’s really meant for the whole family, those who are really struggling with different 

hurts and habits and hang-ups.  And as we have introduced this, you may already have a sense---- 

something you just sense in your heart----that it might be good for me, that it might be good for my 

family to be a part of.  But you know what the question is going to be if you’re going to participate 

or not.  It’s going to be, “What do you really see God as?  How do you really see Him?”  You see, if 

you don’t really believe that He continues to change people’s lives, if you don’t really believe that 

He still transforms lives and makes us new creations, then Celebrate Recovery probably doesn’t 

have much appeal to you.  You may have tried different things before and found that you are not 

getting any better; nothing is changing and so, in your heart, you have just kind of written God off 

and say, “I’ll never change.”  See this is exactly what I’m talking about and so we don’t allow God 

to make that change in our lives.  We don’t take those steps of faith because we’ve written God off.   

 

Maybe your story is somewhat similar to my story.  I grew up in a loving home, but the church we 

were involved in, the religion we were involved in, I would say was very fundamentalist, very 

legalistic.  Many times I remember in my childhood wrestling with really what I believed about 

God. Was He for me? Did He care about me?  Does He really love me?  In fact often God seemed 

more of a taskmaster or somebody that if you stepped out of line, the ruler would fall, the stick 

would fall; He was just out to slap you.  I remember growing up many times in my life, re-asking 

God to come into my life because I just didn’t know really if He was there, if He cared, if He really 

loved me.  And I remember a period and time in my life when I was in undergraduate school and I 

began reading a book called Grace Awakening. And I can still remember I was sitting out in the 

parking lot at Nebraska Wesleyan University and was pouring over this book on my lunch break. 

And I was doing business with God because this book was making me again re-examine: What did I 

really believe about God?  And slowly my heart began to change toward Him and I dared to believe 

that God really does care about me and really does love me and really does have the best for me.  

And through that transformation I began to see God very much differently than I did in my 

childhood. I still have times, I can tell you, that God continues to poke at me a little bit, and where 

He says to me again, “Why are you thinking that?  Why do you see Me that way?  Why do you see 

yourself that way?  Why do you see people that way?”  And I know at that moment I’m struggling 

again with that past, those memories.  And again I have to do business with God and look in His 

Word and let Him begin to again replace what it is I understood and knew or thought I knew. 

 

All of us have these memories in our past.  All of us need to do the serious work of really 

examining those things we think we believe about God and asking again, “Does it fall in line really 

with what God has said and what He teaches us?”  My heart-cry today to you is this: I know 

especially that you Dads out there, you face a lot of things in your life and the enemy might not be 

like it’s described in this Psalm. But you do have enemies and they’re bearing down on you and it 

affects your walk with God; it affects the way you respond to your kids; it affects how you respond 

to your spouse and loved ones.  What I am asking you today is to do business with God; examine 

those thoughts; wrestle again with Him.  We are going to sing, in just a moment, a great song again 
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affirming who God is. But I just encourage you, all of us, before the day is done, ask again: Are the 

memories that I have, are the remembrances I have, are they really true? Do I really understand this 

God that Asaph describes who is ready to deliver us? 

 

 

Father, I thank You for this beautiful Psalm, beautiful because it reminds us of Your special 

relationship with Your people, beautiful because, Father, it reminds us that when all hope is lost, 

when we come to our wit’s end, we need to remember that You are for us, that You are our 

defender, our deliverer, our salvation.  So, Father, I pray that You give us the courage to maybe 

look again at how we see You, how we reflect upon You.  Give us the courage to place those 

memories and those thoughts on Your altar and compare them to Your Word, and help us to be a 

people who would step out in faith, in honest belief of who You truly are.  In Your Son’s name. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Scripture taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 
Copyright 1960, 1962, 1963, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1987, 1988, 

The Lockman Foundation.  Used by permission. 
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