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A.W. Tozer once wrote, ―What comes into our minds when we think about God is the most 

important thing about us.‖ Unfortunately the culture in which we live greatly colors what we think 

about God and I think at times can give us a distorted picture. Our culture doesn‘t like to talk about 

judgment. Our culture values so-called tolerance, where nobody is really right and you can‘t call 

someone or something wrong. And that oftentimes can leave us with a view of God who is 

harmless, who‘s tame, who‘s that grandfatherly figure who‘s just kind of mushy and lovey. And of 

course some of those concepts are not false, but if that‘s all our concept of God is, we get a distorted 

picture. The Psalm we want to look at this morning, Psalm 76, challenges that kind of concept. In 

fact how God is portrayed in Psalm 76 is very much like C.S. Lewis characterizes Aslan in The 

Chronicles of Narnia. And of course it‘s no secret that C.S. Lewis meant for Aslan to stand for God, 

in fact, for Jesus. Most of you are probably familiar, if you‘ve read some of The Chronicles of 

Narnia, with ―The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe”; maybe you‘ve seen the movie. But there‘s a 

scene in particular that I‘d like us to consider, that I think will help set the stage for Psalm 76.  In 

this story four children: Susan, Lucy, Peter and Edmund leave London during the Second World 

War to go to the countryside to be safe, due to the bombings. There in a house ---in a mansion---

they encounter a wardrobe and they discover, as they go in it, you can go through the back of the 

wardrobe and enter the enchanted land of Narnia where there are mythical creatures and talking 

animals. But there is an evil white witch who holds control over Narnia and everything is always 

winter. Of course Lewis says, ―Always winter and never Christmas‖---a kid‘s nightmare---but no 

spring ever. The hope is that there is this individual, Aslan, who will come and take care of the 

problem and restore the land of Narnia. Well, early on in ―The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe”, 

the children first learn about this Aslan:  

 

―Oh yes! Tell us about Aslan!‖ said several voices at once; for once again 

that strange feeling—like the first signs of spring, like good news had come over 

them. 

―Who is Aslan?‖ asked Susan. 

―Aslan?‖ said Mr. Beaver. ―Why don‘t you know? He‘s the King. He‘s the 

Lord of the whole wood, but not often here, you understand. Never in my time or my 

father‘s time. But the word has reached us that he has come back. He is in Narnia at 

this moment. He‘ll settle the White Queen alright. It is he, not you, that will save Mr. 

Tumnus.‖ 

―She won‘t turn him into stone, too?‖ said Edmund. 

―Lord love you, Son of Adam, what a simple thing to say!‖ answered Mr. 

Beaver with a great laugh. ―Turn him into stone? If she can stand on her two feet and 

look him in the face it‘ll be the most she can do and more than I expect of her. No, 

no. He‘ll put all to rights as it says in an old rhyme in these parts: 

 

Wrong will be right, when Aslan comes in sight, 

At the sound of his roar, sorrows will be no more, 

When he bares his teeth, winter meets its death, 

And when he shakes his mane, we shall have spring again. 
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You‘ll understand when you see him.‖ 

―But shall we see him?‖ asked Susan. 

―Why, Daughter of Eve, that‘s what I brought you here for. I‘m to lead you 

where you shall meet him,‖ said Mr. Beaver. 

―Is—is he a man?‖ asked Lucy. 

―Aslan a man!‖ said Mr. Beaver sternly. ―Certainly not. I tell you he is the 

King of the wood and the son of the great Emperor-beyond-the-Sea. Don‘t you know 

who is the King of Beasts? Aslan is a lion—the Lion, the great Lion.‖ 

―Ooh!‖ said Susan, ―I‘d thought he was a man. Is he—quite safe? I shall feel 

rather nervous about meeting a lion.‖ 

―That you will, dearie, and no mistake,‖ said Mrs. Beaver; ―if there‘s anyone 

who can appear before Aslan without their knees knocking, they‘re either braver than 

most or else just silly.‖ 

―Then he isn‘t safe?‖ said Lucy. 

―Safe?‖ said Mr. Beaver; ―don‘t you hear what Mrs. Beaver tells you? Who 

said anything about safe? ‗Course he isn‘t safe. But he‘s good. He‘s the King, I tell 

you.‖
1
 

 

And in Psalm 76 we get a picture of God as the Lion of Judah who, like Aslan in The Chronicles of 

Narnia, is not a tame lion. If you have a copy of the Scriptures, please turn with me to Psalm 76.  If 

you borrowed a Bible from one of the Information Centers, you can find that on page 445; if you 

borrowed a Spanish Bible, on page 606. 

 

Psalm 76, as you can see in the heading, is a Psalm of Asaph. Now last week we looked at another 

Psalm of Asaph. Psalm 50 and Psalms 73-83 are Psalms written by either Asaph, apparently a 

worship leader in Israel, or some who followed in his tradition. Likely this Psalm is in that latter 

category, probably written after the actual Asaph himself. But the Asaph Psalms are preoccupied 

with Israel‘s enemies and what God is going to do to take care of them. This Psalm certainly fits 

that mold as we will see in a moment. Psalm 76 is also in a category of Psalms called Zion Psalms.  

Zion was the place where the Temple stood and Zion Psalms are characterized by a focus on Zion, 

the Temple, the place of God‘s immediate presence, where He ruled from, where He reigned from, 

and the place where people came to worship. 

 

This Psalm also reflects a particular event in the life of Israel, for which we will see God is praised. 

Some have suggested that this Psalm commemorates the deliverance of the Israel nation from the 

land of Egypt at the Red Sea. Others have seen here that perhaps, in the time of David, this is a 

reference to an event whereby the nation of Israel was delivered from the Philistines. I think a third 

option is more likely, in that this is a reference to a historical event in 701 B.C. when the Assyrians, 

under Sennacherib, were on the very doorsteps of the city of Jerusalem, and one night God sent an 

angel to destroy the whole army, thus delivering Israel from its oppressors. This Psalm looks back 

to that time as well as, on the basis of that, looks forward to what God will do and hence give praise 

to God for His actions in delivering His people. 

 

This Psalm is divided into four stanzas. The technical term is strophe and, as a song, as the Psalms 

are, were to be sung. And so I want us to consider this Psalm looking at these four strophes or 

                                                 
1
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stanzas and see what this Psalm tells us about who God is. Again we‘ll see a picture I think, of God 

as the Lion of Judah.  So lets begin looking at that first stanza or strophe. 

 

God is known in Judah; 

   His name is great in Israel. 

   His tabernacle is in Salem; 

   His dwelling place also is in Zion. 

   There he broke the flaming arrows, 

   The shield, and the sword, and the weapons of war. (*NASB, Psalm 76:1-3) 

 

The opening lines there announce that God is known among His people. His name is great.  

Actually that God is known is a bit of an understatement when you consider verses four and 

following, which we will here in a bit. Really God is renowned in Israel. He‘s famous and the 

question that is begged is, ―Why?‖ Well the next couple of verses answer that. We find out in verse 

two that one of the reasons that God is renowned in Judah, that His name is great among His people, 

is that He has taken up residence among them. His tabernacle is in Salem. His dwelling place, also 

in Zion, and of course a reference to the Temple again. In the Ancient Near East, the Temple was a 

place where God dwelled. And so it‘s a reference to God dwelling among his people. But there‘s 

something else here I think that we miss: the words that are translated tabernacle, or you might 

have tent or dwelling place or abode, those terms were terms that were used to describe the den or 

the lair of a lion. And I think the psalmist is giving a picture of God as a lion who‘s crouching in his 

den, waiting to spring forth and defend his territory against the attackers. And in fact the Old 

Testament often portrays God in lionize or lion-like terms.  You can stay in Psalm 76 but let me 

read a couple of instances of that for you. 

 

 In Isaiah 31, verse 4, the prophet writes this: 

 

For thus says Yahweh to me, 

―As the lion or the young lion growls over his prey, 

Against which a band of shepherds is called out, 

And he will not be terrified at their voice nor disturbed at their noise, 

So will Yahweh of hosts come down to wage war on Mount Zion and on its hill.‖ 

 

In Jeremiah, Chapter 25, verses 30 and 31: 

 

―Therefore you shall prophesy against them...‖[that being the Babylonians]...―all these 

words, and you shall say to them, 

 ‗Yahweh will roar from on high, 

 And utter His voice from His holy habitation; 

 He will roar mightily against His fold. 

 He will shout like those who tread the grapes, 

 Against all the inhabitants of the earth. 

 A clamor has come to the end of the earth, 

 Because Yahweh has a controversy with the nations. 

 He is entering into judgment with all flesh; 

 As for the wicked, He has given them to the sword,‘ declares Yahweh.‖ 

 

And then down in verse 38: 

―He has left His hiding place like the lion; 
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For their land has become a horror 

Because of the fierceness of the oppressing sword, 

And because of his fierce anger.‖ 

 

One other instance, in the prophet Joel, Chapter 3, verse 16: 

Yahweh roars from Zion 

And utters His voice from Jerusalem, 

And the heavens and the earth tremble. 

But Yahweh is a refuge for His people 

And a stronghold to the sons of Israel. 

 

So it‘s common, not only in the Old Testament, to refer to God in terms of a great lion---hence the 

Lion of Judah---but this was also common in the Ancient Near East, particularly among the 

Assyrians. When a king would go to battle and defeat the enemy, it was common for that king to 

describe his exploits in terms of a lion destroying and defeating its prey. And I think what the 

psalmist is saying, particularly if this is a reference to that victory of the Assyrians that God brought 

about, is that the true Lion King is the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. And so because this fierce 

Lion of Judah is now intimately in the presence of His people, this is one of the reasons why God‘s 

name is great, why He is renowned among His people. 

 

But verse 3 gives us a second reason. Not only has God taken up residence as a lion in its den, 

crouching, waiting to defeat the enemy among His people, but He has come through and won the 

victory. There again I take that as Mount Zion itself. There He broke the flaming arrows, the 

shield, the sword and the weapons of war. This God has been victorious and again this results in 

God being renowned, being famous among His people, His name being great. 

 

We move to the second stanza or strophe, verses 4 to 6, and I want you to note a change. In the first 

three verses the psalmist is addressing the reader. Now there‘s a shift and the psalmist is addressing 

God, again acknowledging what God has done in defending his people. 

 

Verse 4: 

 

You are resplendent, 

The majestic one from the mountains of prey. 

The stouthearted were plundered; 

 They sank into sleep; 

 And none of the warriors could use his hands. 

At your rebuke, O God of Jacob, 

Both rider and horse were cast into a dead sleep. (vs. 4-6) 

 

Compared to the flaming or the gleaming arrows in verse 3, Yahweh outshines them. ―You are 

resplendent”; God‘s brilliance is on display. I think that second line of verse 4 is often translated 

―more majestic than the mountains of prey‖ or something else. I think that it‘s better understood that 

―He‘s the majestic one from the mountains of prey.‖ Again take that lion imagery now through to 

verse 4 and picture this: The defeated enemy lies around the mountain as a lion‘s prey. And notice 

this victory was very easy for this lion warrior. ―The stouthearted”...right, these great warriors 

from other nations who were oppressing the people of Israel...―were plundered. They sank into 

sleep” and they were rendered ineffectual: “None of the warriors could use his hands.” Why? 
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 Verse 6: 

 “At your rebuke, O God of Jacob...” and unfortunately it‘s translated as rebuke. The word 

literally means at your blast and again I‘d like to continue that lion imagery and I think we could 

appropriately understand that, “At your roar, O God of Jacob, Both rider and horse were cast into 

a dead sleep.” 

 

Now other than being in a zoo with a sturdy fence between me and the lion, I‘ve never been face-to-

face out in the wild and heard the roar of a lion. I have in a zoo setting; that was scary enough. But I 

can image being face-to-face with a lion and I think at its roar I, too, would just fall and faint and be 

ineffectual. That‘s the picture here. All it took is for this lion warrior of Judah to roar and the enemy 

fell....no contest whatsoever. Is it any wonder that God‘s name is great among his people? That He 

was renowned in all of Judah? 

 

In the third strophe or stanza, verses 7 to 9, I want you to notice now another shift. The strophes 

have looked back to an event in Israel‘s past and, because of that, have acknowledged God for who 

he is and praised Him, held His name as great. But now what happens is we have a shift, both 

temporally and geographically. From the past, now the Psalm looks toward the future and from a 

certain location, Jerusalem, Israel; now the Psalm looks to the world. 

 

Verses 7-9: 

 

You, even You, are to be feared; 

 And who may stand in Your presence when once You are angry? 

You caused judgment to be heard from heaven; 

 The earth feared, and was still, 

When God arose to judgment, 

 To save all the humble of the earth. 

 

Verse 7 again reiterates the fact that there is no one, however great, who can stand before God. 

We‘re asked a rhetorical question here and the answer is, ―Obviously there is no one who can stand 

before this great lion, because once He roars, it’s over.” But notice in verse 8, ―You caused 

judgment to be heard from heaven... better translated, “From the heavens You utter judgment.” 

Notice the picture now is no longer the lion in the den on Mount Zion in the Temple; but now the 

lion is enthroned in Heaven ruling over all, judging all...and all feared.  

 

 Verse 8 says: 

 

 ―The earth feared and was still” and “When God arose to judgment to save all the humble...” 

or all the oppressed... ―of the earth.‖ You see what‘s happening? The psalmist is looking back in 

the first two stanzas or strophes at what has been done in the past and now is saying, because of 

that, we can anticipate that God is going to work similarly, but on a grander scale, not just ruling in 

Zion, but now His den, His lair is the earth. The heavens and the earth and the people He‘s 

defending are not just the people of Israel but all the oppressed of the earth. Of course the purpose 

of judgment of the oppressors of the enemy is salvation for the oppressed. Again, is it any wonder 

that God‘s name is held great among His people, that‘s He‘s famous among them? 

 

The final strophe or stanza, verses 10 to 12, now reiterates the praise that is due the lion warrior, but 

also reminds the reader or the readers of their obligation to Him. Now verse 10 continues the 

address to God, but then we‘ll see a shift in verse 11. The address will be back to the readers. 
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Verse 10: 

 

For the wrath of man shall praise You; 

 With a remnant of wrath You will gird Yourself. 

 

Now that sounds strange. We thought all along God was opposed to wrath. So how can we say that 

human wrath now praises Him? How can we say that He, you know, clothes Himself or girds 

Himself with a remnant of wrath? It doesn‘t seem to make any sense. But actually it makes perfect 

sense and fits very well with what‘s being said in the Psalm. Because human wrath is the occasion 

by which God exercises His power and judgment, again especially on behalf of the oppressed, 

which then elicits praise of God, by this His name is held great. And I think when we understand it 

in that way, we see that, you know, there wasn‘t a mistake here. It‘s not that God enjoys wrath but 

we have a picture of a God who, in the face of wrath, overcomes it. And actually the enemy, in 

trying to defeat God, that wrath is turned back upon him and it results in praise to God. 

 

Again, great comfort for the oppressed. In fact this verse again has a parallel, even in the New 

Testament. Perhaps we might say this: ―That for the oppressed, if the Lion of Judah is for us, who 

can be against us?” Of course God‘s people, the oppressed here, again offer great praise because 

He came to their defense. 

 

Well now in verse 11, the readers are being addressed: 

 

Make vows to Yahweh your God and fulfill them; 

 Let all who are around Him bring gifts to Him who is to be feared. 

He will cut off the spirit of princes; 

 He is feared by the kings of the earth. (vs. 11-12) 

 

Again verse 11 might be saying that those who made vows---in other words during the time of 

oppression, when things were really bad, people made vows ---that they ought to keep them. You 

know again, oftentimes when we‘re in trouble, we‘ll say, ―Oh, you know, God, if you get me out of 

this, I‘ll do this, or I‘ll, you know, be this way, or I‘ll change‖ and you know maybe that‘s what‘s 

going on here. But actually I think that‘s something different. This is simply a general call for all 

people to give God his rightful honor and due praise, not just if somebody has made a certain vow 

in the midst of crisis, but all people are to give due praise and honor to this lion warrior, this lion 

king. And again we‘re reminded in the last verse of why praise is due--- because again, even the 

most powerful, the greatest, cannot stand before Him. He‘s feared by all. 

 

So here in Psalm 76 we have a picture of God as the Lion Warrior of Judah, who again is crouched 

in his lair, ready to spring forth and defend the oppressed from the wicked oppressor; and for that, 

among His people, His name is held as great. He is renowned; He is famous. 

 

I think that leaves us to think about perhaps some lessons we can learn from this Psalm, about how 

God is portrayed. Again it gives us quite a different picture of God than, again, simply a harmless, 

tame cuddly God, but one who will bring justice, who will fiercely fight for the oppressed. And the 

fact that God, the Lion of Judah, is not a tame lion is a warning to the powerful, to the oppressor, 

again, a warning of the defeat and the judgment that will come upon them unless they repent of their 

actions. Whether it‘s nations, whether it‘s people, oppressors not only oppose other people but they 

oppose God and they stand in God‘s judgment. God has this habit of always siding with the weak, 
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with the oppressed, because oppression is sinful. And this stands as a stark warning to those that 

ultimately, one day, God will have none of that and He will completely eliminate the oppressors. 

 

But the very fact that the Lion of Judah is not a tame lion is also very good news for the oppressed; 

because, as a lion who is not tame, God will fiercely attack the enemy, defend the weak, the 

hopeless, and the oppressed. And in fact this Psalm, in many ways, is a picture of the Gospel that 

we find in the New Testament. And in the New Testament, the Gospel is this: It‘s the announcement 

that Jesus is the Messiah and the world‘s true Lord and that through Him, God is now working to 

redeem His Creation from oppression by Satan, to sin, to death, to sickness. And we get a glimpse 

of that in Psalm 76. That the Lion of Judah is not a tame lion is very good news for the oppressed. 

 

Thirdly, that the Lion of Judah is not a tame lion provides hope in the face of a fairly bleak future. 

We wonder at times, you know, things just seem to be getting worse. Is God really up to something? 

Has He been rendered weak? This Psalm gives hope that God will deal with oppression, with the 

oppressors. He will defend the oppressed. He will defend His people. Again, as this Psalm has 

looked back to what God has accomplished in the past, it provides for a hope, an anticipation of 

what God might do in the future, what this lion king, this Lion Warrior of Judah will do about the 

oppressors, about what oppresses us. And in fact I see, in this Psalm, glimmers of themes again that 

we see in the New Testament of the Kingdom of God, of the New Creation. And again this Psalm 

provided hope for those original readers that God would one day extend His reign over the whole 

earth. That would be His lair and His den from which He would rule and reign. Well, with the 

coming of Jesus and Jesus announcing that the Kingdom of God was now among them, that God 

has been extending that Kingdom as people come under His rule and reign, we‘ve been able to see 

that and witness that. But these are foretastes of that time when the great Lion of Judah will appear 

again and with His mighty roar rule the world and bring justice. 

 

I also see a New Creation theme. Again this Psalm anticipated a time when oppression would be 

eliminated from the earth and, again, with the resurrection of Jesus, New Creation was launched and 

God is in the process of renewing His Creation back to its original, righteous state. And again we 

see that where people are transformed by the power of God, where we see justice and peace 

accomplished, where we see the care of God‘s good earth. We see glimpses of a new creation and 

we anticipate that time when the Lion of Judah will come and with a mighty roar purge this earth of 

all of its oppressive forces. This is a Psalm of hope and it‘s a permanent reminder, not only of what 

God has done in the past, but what His plan is for the future. 

 

A final lesson I think we learn is the fact that that Lion of Judah is not a tame lion is a compelling 

reason why it‘s still among the top priorities of God‘s people, the Church, to hold His name as 

great, hold Him with renown, again because of what He‘s accomplishing among us. God has taken 

up residence among His people, not in a temple any longer, but in the Church. The Church is God‘s 

temple. That‘s where He dwells intimately. And we need to be careful that we hold God‘s name as 

great and we hold Him renowned; that He‘s famous among us. 

 

So what comes into your mind when you think about God?  Maybe Psalm76 has challenged that a 

bit. And like in The Chronicles of Narnia where Aslan is not a tame lion, is not safe, but He‘s good, 

so too Psalm 76 portrays the Lion of Judah as not a tame lion at all. We‘ll let the prophet Joel have 

the last word this morning. Again, I‘ll read verse 16 of chapter 3: 
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Yahweh roars from Zion 

And utters His voice from Jerusalem, 

And the heavens and the earth tremble 

But Yahweh is a refuge for His people 

And a stronghold to the sons of Israel. 

 

 

 

Lion of Judah, we thank you for who You are. We praise You; we hold Your name great. You are 

famous among us because You fight the oppressors; You defend the oppressed. We live in a culture, 

in a world that is dead-set against You because it hates You; it hates Your people. We do feel 

pressure on every side but we can be confident that You are there, ready to defend, and that one 

day, ultimately, with Your mighty roar You will purge this creation of all that oppresses, that You 

will defend Your people. And it’s for this that we give You great praise and glory. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
*Scripture taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 

Copyright 1960, 1962, 1963, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1987, 1988, 
The Lockman Foundation.  Used by permission. 

Lincoln Berean Church, 6400 S. 70th, Lincoln, NE 68516   (402) 483-6512   
Copyright 2009 – Mark Mathewson.  All rights reserved. 
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