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So what does it mean to live like a Christian? We’ve been wrestling with that question since 

September and this morning we’re going to try and pull it all together and summarize in some way. 

If you have a Bible, turn with us to 1 Corinthians 16. I’m just going to make a few comments out of 

Chapter 16 and then try to go back and review the whole book of 1 Corinthians.  

 

Chapter 16, verse 1: 

Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I directed the churches of Galatia, so 

do you also. On the first day of every week each one of you is to put aside and save, as 

he may prosper, so that no collections be made when I come.
 
When I arrive, 

whomever you may approve, I will send them with letters to carry your gift to 

Jerusalem; and if it is fitting for me to go also, they will go with me. 
(*NASB, 1Corinthians 16: 1-4) 

Now to put that paragraph into some context, you have to read the book of Acts; you have to read 

 2 Corinthians; you have to read Romans. You can put the story together that on Paul’s third 

missionary journey through Europe and Asia, he actually took a collection for the saints back in 

Jerusalem, who were suffering just to survive, partially probably because of persecution. Also 

there’s speculation about famine and some other things. What we do know is that he took this 

offering back. It’s a great picture of the church coming together to serve one another.  

 

Interestingly enough, it was the idea of the Corinthians to do this. “Why don’t all of us take an 

offering to help them out?”  But when you read 2 Corinthians, you find out that while it was a great 

idea, when it came time to actually write the check, as it were, the Corinthians really struggled with 

that.  They struggled with pulling the trigger and actually letting loose of their offering. Paul has to 

encourage them again in 2 Corinthians to follow through on their commitment.  

 

A couple of things to note: One is there’s a clear statement that they met on the first day of the 

week--which is Sunday--so we would know at least the Corinthian church (and I think it was pretty 

common by this time period) met, not on Saturday, the Sabbath, but on Sunday. That was their day 

to gather and worship. Also Paul is pretty clear that he doesn’t want to have a fund raising event 

when he gets there. Rather, true biblical giving is thoughtful, prayerful giving. “As God prospers 

you, set a little bit aside and when I get there, we’ll collect it and we’ll deliver it.”  

 

But I will come to you after I go through Macedonia, for I am going through 

Macedonia; and perhaps I will stay with you, or even spend the winter, so that you 

may send me on my way wherever I may go. For I do not wish to see you now just in 

passing; for I hope to remain with you for some time, if the Lord permits. But I will 

remain in Ephesus until Pentecost; for a wide door for effective service has opened to 

me, and there are many adversaries. (vs.5-9) 
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If you read Acts 19, you get a sense of what was going on in Ephesus. Paul wants to stay in Ephesus 

until Pentecost and then he’s going to make a journey. History would record that he ends up finding 

himself in Corinth through the following winter, stays through the winter, leaves in the spring, and 

ends up back in Jerusalem for the following Pentecost a year later.  

 

The thing I want to draw our attention to is what he says in verses 8 and 9, “I will remain in 

Ephesus...for a wide door for effective service has opened...followed by this statement...and 

there are many adversaries. Again, if you read Acts 19, you get a real picture of that but when 

you read through the whole book of Acts you find that is a consistent pattern. Whenever there was 

an open door for ministry, whenever God was doing something, there were many adversaries. 

That’s just to be expected.  

 

I think it’s very important for us to understand that whether you’re talking about your life 

individually or our lives collectively as a church, whenever God is doing a significant work, there is 

going to be a battle. There are going to be adversaries; there are going to be stone throwers. I think 

you just have to expect that.  Last week somebody asked me, “Does it bother you that these people, 

whenever the church is in the news, get on these blogs and they say all kinds of nasty things about 

us?” Well I wouldn’t say I like it but I’ve learned to accept it. Whenever God is doing a significant 

work, there are going to be stone throwers and I think we just have to settle that issue and accept it 

and continue to move on to be faithful to what God’s called us to do. 

 

In the next paragraph he talks about Timothy coming to them and really just asks them to receive 

Timothy and to treat him well. Starting in verse 12 he talks about Apollos coming and then I want 

to dial in on verse 13:  

 

Be on the alert, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong.  Let all that you do be 

done in love. (vs. 13-14) 

 

What is he talking about there? What is he specifically referring to?  From those verses on to the 

end of the chapter, it’s just Paul’s farewell and I’m going to let you read those at your leisure. I’d 

like to use verse 13 as kind of a jumping off place to go all the way back to the beginning, walk our 

way back through the book, remind ourselves what we’ve learned and then come back to verse 13 

to close it and to apply it at that point.  

 

So let’s go all the way back to chapter one. There are a couple of themes that I think have emerged 

through this study and I think it’s important to see how they’re played out throughout the book of 

1 Corinthians. In verse two Paul refers to the recipients of the letter, 

 

...to the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who have been sanctified in 

Christ Jesus, saints by calling, (1 Corinthians 1:2a) 
 

Now when we started this letter we made some comments about that verse. But now, having been 

all the way through the book and exposed to the level of sinfulness, the level of selfishness, the 

level of arrogance, the level of dysfunction in this church, without question, the Corinthian church 

is the most dysfunctional, messed up church that’s addressed in the New Testament. So it’s a bit 

striking that Paul refers to them as those who were sanctified, past tense, were sanctified, saints by 

calling.  
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There is a tremendous reminder in those words that what makes them sanctified, what makes them 

saints, is not their performance; it’s their position in Christ. And that’s what we’ve been wrestling to 

understand through this whole letter. These verses are followed by verses four through nine where 

Paul tells them that they have everything they need to live as God has called them to live. They lack 

nothing. And he goes on to say that one day they’re going to stand before God blameless and he 

promises that God is faithful to carry out His promise that they will be declared blameless before 

the Father.  

 

Again, having gone through the entire letter and been exposed to the way these people are living, 

those words are kind of striking. Because these people aren’t blameless in terms of their 

performance; they’re a pretty messed up bunch. But that is the whole point. I’m trying to understand 

the difference between a performance-based system, that would surely condemn the Corinthians, 

versus a grace-based system where Paul can say, on the basis of what Jesus has done for you, you’re 

sanctified; you’re saints; you’re blameless before the Father.  

 

One more time I want to unpack that for us and then see that thread as it works its way through the 

letter. In Genesis, Chapter 2, we are told that we were created in the image of God and that we were 

to find our significance, our meaning, our purpose, our self-esteem, if you will, by being rightly 

related to God, and life is to be lived out of that. In Genesis, Chapter 3, sin enters into the picture 

and sin separates us from God. This raises the question: If you’re separated from the basis of your 

significance, of your value and your worth, then where do you find it? And the answer is: Then I 

must become my own god and I must determine my own significance, my own value, on the basis 

of my performance. And the only way I can grade my performance is on the basis of competition 

and comparison. I will determine my significance and my value and worth by how I compare with 

you. That defines the value system of the world.   

 

At the end of the day that value system, by its very definition, forces us to be selfish to the core. If 

you buy into that value system, you cannot be not selfish. The value system forces you to think 

every single day, “What about me, me, me, me?” That’s the essence of the system. At the end of the 

day you have two options: You either think you compare well, so you’re arrogant, or you compare 

poorly and you’re self-loathing. Either way it’s a “crash and burn” system.  

 

You say, “Well, is there an alternative?” Yes, there is. The alternative is this system we know as 

grace. A grace-based value system, that on the basis of Jesus’ death on the cross, His burial and His 

resurrection, God now offers me, as a gift, the forgiveness of my sins. This allows me to once again 

be rightly related to God and to find my significance, my meaning, my worth, my purpose in life, by 

being rightly related to Him on the basis of His grace, not on the basis of my performance. Once 

again now, to live my life out of that, I’m no longer performing; I’m no longer competing; I’m no 

longer comparing. For the first time in my life I’ve actually been set free to give myself away and to 

think about others, rather than myself, every single day.  

 

Those two value systems are at odds with one another throughout this Corinthian letter. It shows up 

beginning in verse ten when Paul immediately reminds them there are these factions; there are these 

divisions. People are saying, “I’m of Paul,” and others, “I’m of Apollos,” and others, “I am of 

Peter.” You have these groups that are broken down into these little factions, each one thinking their 

group is better than the others. A performance-based value system always causes this way of 

thinking because the only way I can really affirm myself is to think that somehow, me and my 

group are better than you and your group. That’s the way the system works. Therefore you get into 

this type of a mindset that somehow our thinking is better than your thinking and our group is better 

than your group. Rather than coming together in unity, it creates disunity. It creates these factions 
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and divisions. Now you can put anything you want in those categories. You can think, “Well, our 

way of doing church is better than your way of doing church; our music preference is better than 

your music preference; our way of dressing to go to church is better than your way of dressing to go 

to church; our end-times theology is better than your end-times theology.” Put whatever you want 

in there.  

 

But, at the end of the day, that value system causes you to think that somehow we’ve got it right; 

we’ve got it better than you; therefore our way is better than your way. That always creates 

arrogance; it always creates division. And Paul confronts them with that right from the beginning. 

He reminds them in verse 18 that the word of the cross is foolishness to the world. For to people 

who have never known anything but a performance-based system, they think this idea of grace is 

foolish; it’s ludicrous; it’s naïve! I mean, really, what kind of a person believes such a thing?  

Don’t ever expect the unsaved world to be impressed by this culture of grace. They think it’s silly; 

they think it’s foolish. But to those who believe...“It is the power of God unto salvation.” 

 

Paul goes on in chapter 1, verse 26, to remember their calling; he says there weren’t many wise, 

weren’t many noble. We would say, “We’re sinners, misfits and losers, radically changed by the 

power of Jesus.” It’s not that he leaves us as sinners and misfits and losers, but the fact of the matter 

is, I brought nothing to the table that God was impressed with. There’s no performance that I 

brought where God said, “Man, that’s really good!” All we brought to the table was the fact that 

we’re sinners and misfits and losers and God, simply on the basis of His grace, has changed us into 

a masterpiece of His grace. That’s, in essence, what He’s saying to them. 

 

Verse 30:  

But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and 

righteousness and sanctification, and redemption, so that, just as it is written, LET 

HIM WHO BOASTS, BOAST IN THE LORD." (vs. 30-31) 

This is very important to understand. If you truly understand a grace-based system, there 

simply is no basis for spiritual arrogance. There is absolutely no basis to think you are more 

than anyone else in God’s Kingdom. It is completely contrary to the understanding of grace. 

Grace says that we all come as broken, needy people, in need of a Savior.  

In Chapter 2 Paul reminded us of his dependence on the Spirit. In verse 12 he goes so far as to say, 

that even the fact that you get it, if you were to say this morning, “Okay, I understand that; I get it,” 

Paul would say, “You know why you get it? Because the Spirit gave you what you needed to get it. 

You can’t even take credit for that.” Again there is simply nothing that we can take credit for. We 

can boast about nothing! That’s why he says, “LET HIM WHO BOASTS, BOAST IN THE 

LORD." It’s all ultimately from the Spirit.  

 

In chapter 3 he reminded them that he’d love to speak to them as if they were grown up adult 

Christians, but he has to speak to them like children because that’s how they’re living. He refers to 

them as “infants in Christ”.  

 

He says in verse 3:  

 

...for you are still fleshly. For since there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not 

fleshly, and are you not walking like mere men? 
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What he says is, “Are you not walking like you’re still living this performance-based value system? 

You’re living as if the Spirit has not revealed this to you. You’re living as if the Spirit has not 

radically changed you.” Now it’s very important to understand, when the Bible talks about growing 

spiritually, what the Bible means by that is not that you are making yourself more righteous, not that 

you’re making yourself more justified, not that you’re making yourself more acceptable, not that 

you’re making yourself more loved. You do not alter your position before God in any way on the 

basis of your performance. Spiritual growth is merely living in light of what is true. All these things 

are automatically true of you in Christ. Growth in the Christian life is just seeking to live in light of 

what’s already true. You’re not making yourself more of anything; you’re just living in light of 

what Christ has done for you. That’s the process of spiritual growth.  

 

He reminds us in verse 10 that, by the grace of God, the foundation was laid which is Christ Jesus 

Himself. Jesus is the foundation; everything is built on that. And then he moves into this discussion 

related to rewards. This is often a very confusing subject. But we wrestled with the question that if 

God is the one who has done it all, if it’s the Spirit of God who has revealed this to us, if it’s the 

Spirit of God who accomplishes the work, if God does everything, then what are we rewarded for? 

Answer: For believing it!  If what I do in this life as a Christian has a performance-based motive, if 

I think somehow it’s making me more spiritual, it’s making me more accepted, it’s making me more 

righteous, it’s somehow making me appear to be more spiritual than the next guy, then no rewards!  

The only basis for rewards is if I really believe this is all of God. If my motive for service is because 

of what He has done for me and, out of my love for Him and not as a motive for personal gain, it’s 

that which will be rewarded.  

 

In verse 18 of chapter 3 he reminds us that if any of us think that we’re really wise, we really get it, 

than we need to be careful with that. We have to become foolish in order to be wise. In other words, 

the route to wisdom is the route to brokenness. Because he’s going to remind us that knowledge 

puffs up. 

 

In chapter 4, verses 1 and 2, he reminded us that actually we are servants of Christ; we’re stewards 

of this magnificent calling. This is really important to understand. Every single person in this room 

is going to live his or her life either out of selfishness or out of service. And the only way you are 

truly going to live to give yourself away, which is really the essence of what it means to walk like a 

Christian, is if you understand the realities of grace, if you let go of a performance-based system 

and truly have the freedom to give yourself away and to serve as Jesus served us. 

 

Verses 6 and 7 are absolutely critical to understand.  

Now these things, brethren, I have figuratively applied to myself and Apollos for your 

sakes, so that in us you may learn not to exceed what is written, so that no one of you 

will become arrogant in behalf of one against the other. For who regards you as 

superior? What do you have that you did not receive? And if you did receive it, why 

do you boast as if you had not received it? (1 Corinthians 4:6-7) 

It’s very clear language that everything we have, we have received. Spiritual arrogance, spiritual 

pride, is a total contradiction to grace. For anyone who demonstrates a level of spiritual arrogance, it 

would be fair to say, “You don’t get the grace thing,” because Paul’s reminder is, “What do you 

have that you did not receive?” Therefore, if you received it, you absolutely have no basis to think 

you are more than or less than anyone else. All are broken people, radically changed by the power 

of Jesus.  
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He goes on with a kind of sarcastic paragraph that they’ve made themselves to be kings! The whole 

point of these factions in Corinth is they were seeking to make themselves somehow more righteous 

than others. And Paul says, “Wow you’re so impressive; you’ve become kings; you’ve become 

celebrities!” And then he contrasts his own journey and he closes that by saying, “We’ve become 

scum! We’ve become the scum of the earth; we become the dregs of the world. We’ve become that 

stuff that you scrap off the bottom of your shoe at the end of the day.”  

 

Paul is reminding us that the message of the Gospel is not a platform for celebrity status. It is a 

platform to give yourself away: less of me; more of Him; that’s the calling. That’s very important to 

understand in a celebrity-based culture. Now it would be very easy to say “Well I think, yeah that’s 

right, but I’m never going to be a celebrity.” Think of it this way. Think about your favorite 

musician; think about your favorite preacher; think about your favorite author; whoever you would 

put in a category of being kind of a Christian celebrity. Now imagine you bumped into that person 

in the hall. Be honest, in your heart of hearts, would you value that person more than the person 

serving in the nursery this morning? If the answer is, “Yes,” you don’t get the grace thing because, 

in God’s economy, that celebrity status does not exist. What does that person have that he did not 

receive? And if he just received it, then why do we treat him as if he did something to earn that? 

That’s the whole point; we’re all equally valued before God. It is in radical contradiction to the 

culture in which we live.  

 

In chapter 5 he entered into this discussion about church discipline and dealing with “sin among 

us”. This wasn’t an issue of a difference of opinion. It was a man who was sleeping with his step 

mother and the Corinthians had decided that was okay. They were so spiritual that they could 

somehow just tolerate that. As a matter of fact Paul says in verse two and in verse six that the reason 

that they are doing this is because of their arrogance. They are even boasting about it. The logic 

goes like this: When I buy into a performance-based value system, I in essence am becoming my 

own god. And part of what happens in that is, I think then I have the right to redefine the rules. I 

have the right to decide for myself what is good and evil, what is right and what is wrong. Now that 

is where we live as a culture. The combination of this individualistic culture that says everybody has 

the right to decide for themselves, combined with the idea that we’re our own gods, has led us to the 

conclusion that each one of us has the right to decide for ourselves what’s right and wrong, what’s 

good and evil, and I should never force my belief of right and wrong on someone else.  

 

The question I would raise is, “Says who? At what point did God say, “I’m now putting you in 

charge of right and wrong?” If I understand it correctly, God is the only one in charge of right and 

wrong. God determines what is right; God determines what is wrong, God determines what is good; 

God determines what is evil and he’s called His people of the church to be the guardians of that 

which is right and that which is good. And so Paul says, “You can’t tolerate this sort of behavior. 

It’s offensive to God and it must be dealt with.”  

 

Chapter 6 dealt with the issue of lawsuits, members of the church suing one another. Whether it’s a 

lawsuit or some other conflict, it all flows out of this arrogance. It all flows out of this selfishness, 

this need to have my own way. “How dare you treat me that way,” which is always going to lead to 

conflict; it’s always going to lead to disunity. You say, “Well, what are we supposed to do?”  He 

answers that in verse 7: 

 

Why not rather be wronged? Why not rather be defrauded? (1 Corinthians 6:7b) 
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In other words he says that sometimes for the sake of your witness, you have to be willing to walk 

away. What circumstance in life could you name that’s more important than an eternal soul? That’s 

the point he’s trying to make. If it’s going to compromise my witness, sometimes it’s better to just 

walk away for the sake of the Gospel. I guarantee you, if you buy into a performance-based value 

system, you will never do that because what you’re walking away from is your self-esteem, your 

sense of significance. You simply cannot do that. It’s only when you are rightly rooted in the person 

of God that you have what you need to walk away and say, “In light of eternity, it’s not worth the 

fight.”  

 

Paul goes on to remind them of what they once were, that around us are unbelievers that need to 

know what has so changed our lives and, if we remember, that’s who we once were. It’s part of our 

motivation for upholding our witness, that the people around us may one day know the power of the 

Gospel.  

 

He goes on in the second half of chapter 6 and talks about the issue of sexual immorality. We 

reminded ourselves that the sexual drive is actually the soul’s longing to be intimate with God. And 

when people are involved in sexual immorality, whether they know it or not, that’s actually what 

they’re pursuing. But it’s a very selfish pursuit with the idea: I’ve become my own god; I’m going 

to meet my own needs. And that’s what he says at the end of chapter 6, when he reminds them:  

 

 For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.  
  (1Corinthians 6:20) 

 

Sexual sin is always selfish. When you're involved in sexual sin, you’re selfish to the core. That’s 

why you’re doing that. And the only way to be set free is to remember you’ve been bought with a 

price. My life is no longer my own and I live for His glory, no longer for my own selfish needs.  

 

That rolls right into chapter 7 where he talked about marriage and the issues in marriage are exactly 

the same. If I am bound to a performance-based system, marriage is always going to be about 

selfishness. It’s always going to be what about me, what about my needs, what about my rights? And 

just like a church, that’s going to blow apart a marriage. The only way to make it work is to die to 

myself and to give myself away. If two people in a marriage do that, any marriage can be 

reconciled. He goes on to talk about the reality of the life of a single and the calling God has, a very 

unique calling, whatever season you’re in, to view that season as an opportunity for God to use you 

in a significant way.  

 

Chapters 8, 9 and 10 are really dealing with the issue of my freedoms and my rights and my 

liberties. Paul reminds us that the essence of Christianity is not about my liberties; it’s not about my 

rights. It’s about the calling I have to die to myself for the sake of others. That love always, always 

takes priority over liberty; I do what I need to do for the sake of the Gospel.  

 

He reminded us in Chapter 8, in the first three verses, that...“knowledge makes us arrogant but 

love edifies.” One of the things you always notice about somebody who is spiritually arrogant is 

they always have a reason why their behavior is okay. They always have a verse; they always have 

some sort of a spiritual concept that justifies their behavior, because knowledge puffs up. 

Knowledge causes us to be arrogant but love edifies. Love dies to self; it’s not defensive. It gives 

itself away for the sake of others. Paul uses himself as an example in Chapter 9 of his willingness to 

give himself away for the sake of the Corinthians. I loved the summary in verse 23:  

 

I do all things for the sake of the gospel, so that I may become a fellow partaker of it. 
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That’s the essence of the Christian life right there: I do all things for the sake of the Gospel. 

That’s giving myself away for the sake of the call. And in verse 24, Run in such a way that you 

may win.  
 

When I was going to the University of Nebraska, I had a professor in class one day say, “Religion is 

okay; just don’t take it seriously.” I’m not sure I’ve ever heard a more ridiculous statement in all of 

my life. If the message of the Gospel is true, it deserves every ounce of everything I have. If you 

don’t believe that, you don’t get it. If you really believe the message of the Gospel, if you truly 

believe this magnificent thing called grace, it deserves every ounce of everything I have. If it’s not 

true, then let’s shut it down; let’s walk away; it’s one or the other. What Paul is saying is that it 

makes no sense to run this race half way. If you’re going to run the race, run it to win. The only way 

you can run it to win is to live your life for the sake of the Gospel, to give yourself away for the 

sake of the call.  

 

Chapter 10 reminded us that just because we have experienced God’s faithfulness doesn’t mean 

we’re going to walk uprightly. As a matter of fact, sometimes it’s just the opposite. He took us back 

to the history of the Hebrew people and reminded us how many times God showed up and 

demonstrated his faithfulness, over and over again. And their response to that was they became 

idolaters; they became grumblers; they became worse, not better. Sometimes it produces within us 

an attitude of arrogance, an attitude of entitlement, and if God doesn’t deliver the goods, somehow 

God’s cheated us, didn’t uphold His end of the deal!  

 

I’m absolutely convinced that God would love to pour out His blessing upon us and use us more 

than He does. The problem is, we can’t handle it! And knowing that, God has to limit what He can 

do for us and what He can do through us. The problem is, when God uses you in a significant way, 

we tend to take that personally and start to build this arrogance, start to build this pride within us 

that says, “God did that because I’m something! God did that because I’m a high performer and if 

you performed as high as me, maybe God would do that for you!”  And that’s exactly what 

happened to the Hebrew people.  

 

There’s a strong warning in verse 12:  

 

Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed that he does not fall. (1Corinthians, 10:12) 

 

We quote that verse often but we fail to recognize the context. The context is that you need to be 

careful. If there’s one person in this auditorium who thinks, “I’m not spiritually arrogant,” you 

need to be careful; take heed, lest you fall. As soon as God uses you to do something significant, the 

temptation, “Well, I’m somebody” is lurking at the door. That’s what he’s talking about right here.  

He sums it up in verse 31 by saying: 

 

...whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. 

 

And then at the end of that paragraph he says: 

 

...just as I also please all men in all things, not seeking my own profit but the profit of 

the many, so that they may be saved. (vs. 33) 

 

That’s a great definition of the Christian life when Paul says, “I live my life to give myself away so 

that others may be saved.”  



 9 

 

Move on to Chapter 11 where he talked about this issue of spiritual arrogance and how it was 

manifesting itself in the Corinthian church. Paul goes so far as to say, “Actually because you come 

together, you’re worse for it.” What a strange concept that, when the church gathers, people walk 

away worse instead of better because there’s an attitude that says, “Oh, by the way, I’m better than 

you are! Oh, by the way, I think our group is better than your group. Oh, by the way, this and 

that…” And because of these divisions and these factions, they actually walked away worse instead 

of better.  

 

I know people like that and so do you. Every time they’re together it’s such a grumble fest; it’s such 

a, “Our way is better than their way,” and “Our way of thinking is better than their way of 

thinking,” “Our preferences are better than their preferences.” When they walk away, they’re worse 

instead of better; they just feed on each other. And so we made a commitment to ourselves that we 

would make a goal that every time we’re together in any way, as the Body of Christ, the goal would 

be that we walk away better because we’ve been together today.  

 

He rolled it into a discussion related to communion. He talked about examining ourselves. But it’s 

very important to understand, when he says, “Examine yourself to see if you are worthy,” it doesn’t 

mean look back at last week’s performance and say, “You know I performed really well; I guess I’m 

worthy today.” It’s just the opposite of that. It’s to recognize the only basis by which I come to 

Jesus is the broken body and the shed blood. I have a brokenness about me that says, “I’m not 

worthy! I don’t perform well and the only basis I have is the broken body and the shed blood of 

Jesus.” In essence, communion is that rhythm in life that causes us to come back and ask, “Has 

spiritual pride crept in? Has spiritual arrogance crept in? Do I really understand the level of 

brokenness that should define me as a Christian?”  

 

In chapter 11 he also dealt with gender roles which moves us into Chapter 12 and service roles. At 

the end of the day, the issue is the same if you’re dealing with a performance-based, “What about 

me; what about my rights; what about my needs?” issue. You’re never going to get the gender roles; 

you’re never going to get the service roles. But an attitude of brokenness and humility and service is 

what God calls us to. There’s a great summary in Chapter 12: 

 

But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. (vs. 7) 

 

The ultimate manifestation for the Spirit in me is not for me. It’s for the common good. It’s to give 

myself away so that we all serve one another for God’s glory to accomplish the mission.  

 

Chapter 13 reminded us that the ultimate manifestation of the Spirit is love. “Love never seeks its 

own.” And no matter how long our list of accomplishments may be, if there is no love, it profits me 

nothing, comes back a big zero if it isn’t motivated by love.  

 

In chapter 14 there’s a great summary in verse 12: 

 

So also you, since you are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek to abound for the edification 

of the church. 

Again, the motive is for others; the motive is for the common good; the motive is to give myself 

away.  
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In chapter 15 last week we said that the literal, physical, bodily resurrection of Jesus is to guarantee 

that we, too, will experience a resurrection from the dead. But there’s also this promise that, at the 

moment of Jesus’ resurrection, the new beginning was ushered in; the new creation was ushered in. 

And because of that, we begin living that way today. There is a correlation between life today and 

the life to come so we’re busy building for the Kingdom today, longing for that day when it’s 

fulfilled in the presence of Jesus, the New Heaven and the New Earth.  

So, let’s go back to Chapter 16, verse 13. What does he mean, “Be on the alert”? Be on the alert 

because of the competition of these two value systems. Every single one of us constantly struggles 

with the performance-based value system. We need to be alert to that or we’re going to find 

ourselves guilty of spiritual arrogance, spiritual pride. We will either be spiritually arrogant or we’ll 

be self-loathing. Either way we’re guilty of a worldly value system that’s bringing that about. Be on 

the alert! Think differently than that! Stand firm in the faith!  

Whenever Paul says, “the faith,” he’s usually referring to a body of doctrine. Stand firm in what’s 

true. In the reality of grace, that we’ve learned in this study, act like men. That term is not gender 

specific; act like adults. It’s very important to understand that what we’re primarily talking about is 

not so much what you do as why you do what you do. In other words, a lot of very good religious 

behavior is motivated by self. It’s motivated by a performance-based value system. You can go on a 

missions’ trip and be selfish to the core. You can feed the hungry; you can house the poor; you can 

give money to the homeless; you can clean up the environment; you can serve in a ministry and be 

selfish to the core because deep down, it’s about how it makes you feel. Deep down, it’s about how 

it makes you look. And it makes you look like you’re a cut above, like you’re more than someone 

else. It’s not so much what you do; it’s why you do what you do that separates out the two value 

systems.  

Tim Keller, in one of his books
1
, tells this story.  

2
Once upon a time there was a gardener who grew an enormous carrot. So he took it 

to the king and said, “My lord, this is the greatest carrot I’ve ever grown or ever will 

grow. Therefore I want to present it to you as a token of my love and respect for 

you.” The king was touched and discerned the man’s heart, so as he turned to go the 

king said, “Wait! You are clearly a good steward of the earth. I own a plot of land 

right next to yours. I want to give it to you freely as a gift so you can garden it all.” 

And the gardener was amazed and delighted and went home rejoicing. But there was 

a nobleman at the king’s court who overheard all this. And he said, “My.  If that is 

what you get for a carrot, what if you gave the king something better?” So the next 

day the nobleman came before the king and he was leading a handsome black 

stallion. He bowed low and said, “My lord, I breed horses and this is the greatest 

horse I’ve ever bred or ever will breed. Therefore, I want to present it to you as a 

token of my love and respect for you.” But the king discerned his heart and said 

thank you and took the horse and merely dismissed him. The nobleman was 

perplexed.  So the King said, “Let me explain. That gardener was giving me the 

carrot, but you were giving yourself the horse.”  

That’s exactly what I’m saying. There’s a lot of very good religious behavior that, at the end of the 

day, is very selfish in its orientation. It’s about me, it’s how it makes me look, it’s how it makes me 

perform, and it’s how it makes me feel. At the end of the day, it’s still me, me, me! It’s only a true 

understanding of God’s grace that sets us free from that and truly allows us to think about 

something in life other than me....and to give myself away for the sake of the Gospel.  
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Father, we’re thankful this morning for the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus that gives us 

life. Lord, what do we have that we did not receive? And if we received it, why do we ever act like 

we didn’t receive it? Lord, if we are to be honest, every person in this room struggles with spiritual 

pride, of forgetting that it was the broken body and the shed blood of Jesus that’s made us right. 

Lord, our prayer together would be that we would live like Christians, that we would live in this 

state of brokenness, that we would die to a performance-based value system and live our lives out 

of grace, that each day, we would live to give ourselves away for the sake of the Gospel, Lord, that 

we would be Your church as You’ve called us to be. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  

 

1
The Prodigal God by Tim Keller, (Penguin Group: New York), 2008. 

2
Keller, pp. 60-62. 
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April 4/5, 2009       Study Questions 

Living Like Christians 

Selfish or Selfless? 
1 Corinthians 16:1-24/Review 

Pastor Bryan Clark 

 

 

Opening Discussion 
 

1. Define the characteristics of someone who is selfish. 

 

 

2. List the characteristics of someone who is selfless. 

 

 

3. What at the root makes the difference? 

 

 

Bible Study 
 

1. Read 1 Corinthians 16:1-24.  What is the relationship between 15:58 and 16:1-4?   

 

 

2. Do you believe there is a correlation between wide open doors for ministry and many 

adversaries (16:9)?  Why? 

 

 

3. To accomplish 16:13 we need to review Paul’s letter.  Below are listed key texts to 

review to establish a pattern that helps define the theme of the book.  Feel free to 

identify your own key texts.  Based on these texts what is the big theme of Paul’s letter 

to the Corinthians?  What is the root issue and what is the solution? 

 

1:2, 4-9, 10, 18, 26-31. 

2:12-16 

3:1-4, 10-15, 18. 

4:1-2, 6-7, 13, 19-20. 

5:2, 6. 

6:7, 11, 20 

7:23 

8:1-3, 11. 

9:23-24. 

10:12, 31-33. 

11:17-19, 27. 

12:7 

13:1-3 

14:12 

15:58 

16:13 
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Application 
 

 

1. List the top 3 truths that impacted your life from 1 Corinthians. 

 

 

 

2. What will be the result if you slip into spiritual pride? 

 

 

 

3. What will characterize your life if you operate out of a true understanding of grace? 

 

 

 

4. What one thing do you most need to work on or grow in based on your study of 1 

Corinthians? 
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