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The title of our series through Corinthians has been ―Living Like Christians.‖ I suppose one 

question that could come out of that is, “Why?” If salvation is purely a gift of God‘s grace, as 

we‘ve been singing about, then don‘t I have my ticket to heaven, and why can‘t I have my cake and 

eat it too? Why can‘t I live it up in this life, turn in my ticket, and live it up in the life to come? 

Well there are several ways to answer that question, but in 1 Corinthians 15, Paul‘s going to make 

the argument that what you believe about life after death dramatically affects how you live your 

Christian life today.  

 

If you have a Bible, turn with me to 1 Corinthians, Chapter 15. Yes, we are going to do the entire 

chapter in one shot here, so it‘s going to be fast and furious. There‘s a couple a reasons for that. One 

is we went through this chapter last year in our Life After Death series so we‘ve recently gone 

through this material. If you weren‘t here last spring, we did a six-part series on life after death. I‘m 

sure we‘re going to raise some questions this morning. I might encourage you to stop by and pick 

up a copy of that series and maybe it‘ll answer some of your questions. The other reason for trying 

to take this whole chapter in one chunk is, I think Paul‘s got one main point he‘s trying to make and 

you don‘t get that until the very end of the chapter. So we‘re going to try not to get lost in some of 

the detail, and get to the end and understand the point he‘s trying to make. 

 

Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, which also 

you received, in which also you stand, by which also you are saved, if you hold fast 

the word which I preached to you, unless you believed in vain.  
(*NASB, 1 Corinthians 15:1-2) 

 

Now that‘s quite an introduction.  He is saying that this is the essence of our faith as Christians. 

This is the message you believed; it‘s the message by which you were saved; it‘s the message by 

which you stand.  

 

For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for 

our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was raised 

on the third day according to the Scriptures, (vs. 3-4) 
 

Now there‘s a couple of things here I want to comment on. This is the essence of our Christian 

faith; this is the corner stone: that Christ--the Messiah, the Anointed One, God in the flesh--was 

crucified for our sins, that He was buried and on the third day He rose again. And with each of those 

statements Paul comments, ―...according to the Scriptures...‖ which is to remind us this wasn‘t a 

plan that had gone badly. This was the fulfillment of God‘s promise made thousands of years 

before; it tracks us all the way back to Genesis 3, that when sin entered into the picture, God made a 

promise, and for thousands of years He was unfolding this plan and this was the perfect fulfillment 

of the promise that He had made in the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus. I also want to point 

out when Paul says he...―delivered to them that which he also received,‖ we would refer to that as 

Creedal language. Also, when you read through this text, it‘s not obvious in the English, but when 

you see it in the Greek language you notice that it‘s in what we would call a Creedal formula. Think 
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of it as a template. In the first century, when they were putting forth a creed, there was a template 

that information would go into: a creedal formula. And then the idea of the Greek saying...―that I 

delivered to you that which I received...‖ is also creedal. Now there‘s a great deal of significance to 

that. In other words, what‘s being said is, that creed was defining for the New Testament Church 

that the essence of their faith was the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus, the Messiah. Now we 

know that Corinthians was written about seventeen years after the events themselves, which in itself 

is quite remarkable, and we‘ll talk about that more in just a minute. But if this is a creed of the New 

Testament Church that Paul received, and received right after his experience on the road to 

Damascus, that means that we could know that this creed was within two years of the actual events 

themselves. Therefore we could say with a great deal of confidence that within two years of the 

death, burial and resurrection, in the hometown where these events took place, the Church was 

declaring that the essence of our faith is the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus, our Savior. Now 

the reason that‘s important is because a lot of people today would say they believe that the idea of a 

resurrected Savior is a myth. They believe it‘s a legend. They believe it‘s a story somebody made 

up. In other words, the Church just kind of made it up over time. And yet we know that it‘s a fact 

that it takes between four hundred and five hundred years for historical fact to transition into legend. 

Therefore if we can demonstrate that the New Testament Church, within two years of the event, was 

clearly saying that the essence of our faith is a resurrected Messiah, it gives a great deal of 

credibility to the historical facts of the gospel. So that‘s what Paul‘s talking about here; that‘s the 

essence of our faith. 

 

...and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. After that He appeared to 

more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom remain until now, but 

some have fallen asleep; then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles; and last 

of all, as to one untimely born, He appeared to me also. For I am the least of the 

apostles, and not fit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 

But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me did not prove 

vain; but I labored even more than all of them, yet not I, but the grace of God with 

me. Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed. (vs. 5-11) 

 

He adds not only this creed, he adds to it the reality of eyewitnesses to the resurrected Christ. He 

appeared to Peter, who is Cephas; He appeared to the Twelve; He appeared to over five hundred 

witnesses at one time, and then throws in, ―By the way, most of them are still alive today,” clearly 

indicating, “If you don’t believe this, you’re free to investigate and to ask eyewitnesses.‖ Again, we 

know that Corinthians was written roughly seventeen years after the events themselves. So imagine 

talking about something that happened in the early ‗90s, and then saying, ―If you don‘t believe this 

happened, there are over five hundred witnesses that you can talk to that were there and can validate 

that this is really true.‖ There‘s a great deal of credibility in that. But he also goes on to talk about 

his own personal experience, which also is a great apologetic, a great defense for the resurrection of 

Jesus. He talks about the fact that he was Saul of Tarsus, the great persecutor of the Church, and 

literally overnight was radically changed into a preacher of the very message he opposed. This 

raises the question, “What happened?” We know for a fact that Paul stood to gain nothing 

personally by this conversion and everything to lose. So how could we possibly explain what 

happened, other than the resurrected Christ appeared to him on the road to Damascus, which caused 

him to believe that the message of the Church, this creedal message, was indeed true. Jesus was the 

Christ, the resurrected Messiah. That‘s the only way that could possibly make sense. 

 

When he talks about himself being ―untimely born”, I think he‘s talking about his spiritual birth. 

The language there is actually kind of graphic. I think what he‘s talking about is understanding that 

he was a contemporary with Jesus. In other words, had he believed sooner, he could have walked 
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with Jesus; he could have talked with Jesus; he could have experienced that relationship that the 

apostles experienced here on this earth, with Jesus; but he didn‘t believe. He didn‘t believe until 

Jesus had already ascended and then appeared to him on the road to Damascus. So there‘s a sense of 

regret that he did not believe earlier, and experience what the other apostles experienced, but he 

follows that by saying, ―...but I am what I am‖ and by the grace of God he‘s been radically changed 

and called to be a proclaimer of this life-changing message of the gospel. By the grace of God, he is 

what he is. 

 

I would guess in this room this morning, there are many, many, many people who would say, “If I 

had it to do over again, I’d do it differently.” You look into your past and you regret certain 

decisions you‘ve made, certain lifestyle choices, certain things along the way that you look back 

and say, ―I wish that was different.‖ But the fact of the matter is your story is your story, and by the 

grace of God you are what you are and it‘s out of your story that God gives you a platform to 

proclaim the life-changing message of Jesus. So there‘s really no point in going back and regretting 

the past. On the basis of the grace of God, you are what you are and He‘s radically changed you. 

Your story is your story and that is your platform from which you proclaim the life-changing 

message of Jesus, just as Paul was doing. 

 

Verse 12: 

  

Now if Christ is preached, that He has been raised from the dead, how do some 

among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 

 

If you‘re inclined to write in your Bible, I would circle verse 12 because verse 12 is the question 

that gives birth to the entire fifteenth chapter. There were those in Corinth who were proclaiming 

there is no resurrection of the dead and Paul is connecting tightly the resurrection of Jesus with the 

belief in the resurrection of the dead. Now when he‘s talking about the resurrection of the dead, that 

doesn‘t mean that they were denying life after death. Life after death and the resurrection of the 

dead, for the first century person, were not synonymous statements. There was a teaching put forth 

by a group of people, known as the Gnostics, that all matter is evil, so the world is evil; the earth is 

evil; our bodies are evil. The only thing that‘s good is that which is spirit, that which is immaterial. 

So they had created this idea that how you live in this life with your body is completely irrelevant to 

your spiritual condition. So there is no connectivity between this life and the life to come. So you‘re 

free to do as you please in this life, and then in the other life you‘re this disembodied spirit, and that 

has no correlation to life in this world. And so they created an idea that, ― Yes there is life after 

death, but you’re just a disembodied spirit that floats around in some mysterious place in the life to 

come,‖ whereas Paul is proclaiming the resurrection of the dead, which was very specific in that it 

was a proclamation of the literal, physical, bodily resurrection from the dead. We would not be 

disembodied spirits floating around the heavenlies, but rather understand that this world is good 

because it‘s God‘s creation. This body is good because it‘s God‘s creation; it‘s not evil; it‘s not bad 

and there is a correlation between what we experience in this life and what is in the life to come. 

Therefore the resurrection of the dead was a guarantee, on the basis of Jesus‘ literal, physical, 

bodily resurrection. 

 

Verse 13: 

 

But if there is no resurrection of the dead, not even Christ has been raised; and if 

Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is vain, your faith also is vain. 

Moreover we are even found to be false witnesses of God, because we testified against 

God that He raised Christ, whom He did not raise, if in fact the dead are not raised. 
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For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised; and if Christ has not 

been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins. Then those also who 

have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. If we have hoped in Christ in this life only, 

we are of all men most to be pitied. (vs. 13-19) 

 

You can‘t miss the correlation there. If the dead are not raised then Christ is not raised, and if Christ 

is not raised then we‘ve got nothing. We are still in our sins; there is no forgiveness. If a loved one 

has died, they have simply perished; there is no hope. Our faith is worthless; our preaching is 

worthless; we‘re actually liars and deceivers. If the resurrection of Jesus is not true, everything 

comes crashing down. 

 

Now this is a remarkable thing for Paul to say some seventeen years after the events took place. 

This isn‘t like it‘s hundreds of years later. This is while the eyewitnesses to all these events are still 

alive. This is in a time period when these claims can be investigated. Paul doesn‘t leave it to his 

opposition to guess what they have to disprove in order to cause Christianity to fall. He does it for 

them. He takes a big target and he sticks it on the resurrection and he says, “By the way, if you can 

prove this isn’t true, everything crashes down.” In other words, he said, “Give it your best shot, 

because if you can prove Jesus is still in the grave, then Christianity crashes to the ground.”  

 

Because of Paul‘s statement here, we could go back to the First Century and say, “Okay, if that’s 

true and Paul is so open about that, then there’s one of two options. Either the opposition to 

Christianity, and there were many who were opposed to Christianity, simply had to prove that the 

claims of Christianity—i.e. the resurrection of Jesus—were not true and all Christianity would have 

come crashing down (end of movement), or the evidence would have been so overwhelmingly true 

that people, by the tens of thousands, including skeptics and opposers, would believe.” 

 

So what does the record of history show? The record of history shows that in Jerusalem, the 

hometown where these events took place, within a couple of months, tens of thousands of people, 

including Pharisees and including priests—those who clearly opposed Jesus—came to believe the 

truth of the gospel, and the movement of Christianity exploded around the known world. How do 

we explain that, other than Paul put it out there and no one was able to disprove the historical facts 

of the gospel, because clearly the claims were true? 

 

We would say the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus is the very corner stone of our Christian 

faith. It‘s very important to understand that. There are many so-called Christian churches today that 

don‘t want to talk about the cross. They say, ―It’s too bloody; it’s too violent. We want to talk about 

the love of Jesus; we want to talk about, “love your neighbor” but the cross is violent and it’s 

bloody.”  They want to diminish the cross and they certainly don‘t want to talk about the 

resurrection because it sounds like we‘re naïve and we‘re really not very intellectual and people 

make fun of us. And so the message of the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus is diminished. We 

want to talk about the love of Jesus and we want to talk about the environment and we want to talk 

about social issues. But we have to understand that apart from the death, burial and resurrection of 

Jesus there is no Christianity. Any so-called ―Christian church‖ that denies the death, burial and 

resurrection of Jesus ceases to be a Christian church at that moment. It is the foundation stone; it‘s 

the essence of our faith, and Paul certainly makes that clear here. 

 

But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep. 

For since by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of the dead. For 

as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive. But each in his own order: 

Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ's at His coming, then comes the 
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end, when He hands over the kingdom to the God and Father, when He has abolished 

all rule and all authority and power. For He must reign until He has put all His 

enemies under His feet. The last enemy that will be abolished is death. For HE HAS 

PUT ALL THINGS IN SUBJECTION UNDER HIS FEET. But when He says, "All 

things are put in subjection," it is evident that He is excepted who put all things in 

subjection to Him. When all things are subjected to Him, then the Son Himself also 

will be subjected to the One who subjected all things to Him, so that God may be all 

in all. (vs. 20-28) 

 

Now I realize that sounds like it‘s going in circles, but let me tell you in essence what he‘s saying. 

He is saying, “The fact is Christ has been raised from the dead. That makes him the first fruits, the 

promise, the pledge, the down payment (whichever of those words you like) toward the guarantee 

that then we too will experience a literal, physical, bodily resurrection from the dead. We will not 

be a disembodied spirit that floats around in the universe somewhere. The world to come is more 

similar than dissimilar to this world and there is a connectivity from here to there made true by the 

resurrection of Jesus. And that is the pledge of the promise that we, too, will experience such a 

resurrection.”  He goes on to say that right now the Son has an assignment. Right now the Son of 

God, Jesus Himself, has an assignment and that is to redeem all creation back to Himself, to build 

His Kingdom, to fulfill His plan and promise. So that‘s what He‘s doing and when He gets His 

work completed the last enemy is going to be dead. When He returns we will be raised from the 

dead and Jesus will have pulled—redeemed—everything back to himself. As the Son who has 

fulfilled His assignment, He will present the fulfilled plan to God the Father and the Father will 

accept it and that will usher in the New Heaven and the New Earth. At that moment, it will be very 

clear that Jesus has ultimately won the victory over everything, including the victory over sin and 

death. 

 

Verse 29: 

 

Otherwise, what will those do who are baptized for the dead? If the dead are not 

raised at all, why then are they baptized for them? 

 

Verse 29 is a bit of a problem. It‘s hard to figure out exactly what Paul is saying here. One question 

would be, “Is Paul endorsing a practice where people are baptized for someone who’s already 

dead?” Verse 29 seems inconclusive, but if we read all of Paul‘s other writings, we would say, 

“Absolutely not!‖ That would be contrary to everything else Paul has written. So what does he mean 

by verse 29? In typical fashion the Corinthians have brought a practice from the mystery religions 

into the church and that practice was that you could be baptized on behalf of someone who has 

already died. Paul‘s simply identifying the inconsistency of their belief by saying, “Why do you do 

that if you believe there is no resurrection of the dead?” I think what he‘s saying is, “You, deep in 

your heart, really do think there’s a resurrection from the dead or you wouldn’t do that practice.” 

He‘s just trying to get them to see the inconsistency of their own belief system. But then he goes on 

to something that makes more sense to us. 

 

Why are we also in danger every hour? I affirm, brethren, by the boasting in you, 

which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die daily. If from human motives I fought 

with wild beasts at Ephesus, what does it profit me? If the dead are not raised, LET 

US EAT AND DRINK, FOR TOMORROW WE DIE. Do not be deceived: "Bad 

company corrupts good morals." Become sober-minded as you ought, and stop 

sinning; for some have no knowledge of God I speak this to your shame. (vs. 30-34) 
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Paul is making the case that his calling, his life as a missionary of the gospel, is very hard. Why 

would he live this kind of a persecuted, die-daily lifestyle if it had no effect on the life to come? If 

it‘s really true that salvation is nothing more than a ticket to Heaven, and at the end of the day God 

wipes all this out, and you appear on the other side with your ticket to Heaven as a disembodied 

spirit, then what‘s the point of living for Jesus? Why not have your cake and eat it too? And that‘s 

the point he‘s making. ―If that’s true, then let’s eat, drink, and be merry for tomorrow we die.” But 

if it‘s true that there is a resurrection of the dead, if it is true that there is a connectivity from this life 

to the life to come, then it matters very much how you live and rather than...―eat, drink and be 

merry,‖ he says, ―Be sober-minded; stop sinning and begin living a life that’s appropriate for one 

that is headed for the New Heaven and the New Earth.‖ I‘ll talk more about that in just a minute. 

 

Verse 35: 

 

But someone will say, "How are the dead raised? And with what kind of body do they 

come?" 

 

I think at this point the Corinthians think they‘ve really got Paul. You can tell by his response that 

they‘ve put the question out there, ―Okay Paul, you know you put these people in the ground. Pretty 

soon they’ll decompose. Okay, what kind of a body are they going to have?” Or maybe they’ve been 

eaten by a wild animal or something.” You know this question comes up when we talk about a 

resurrection and people say, “You know what about people that have been eaten by a shark or what 

about people that were cremated?  What happens then? You know, we’ve kind of got you there, 

Paul.” And Paul‘s response is pretty strong. 

 

You fool! [I would say, ―What‘s wrong with you people?‖] That which you sow does not 

come to life unless it dies; and that which you sow, you do not sow the body which is 

to be, but a bare grain, perhaps of wheat or of something else. But God gives it a body 

just as He wished, and to each of the seeds a body of its own. All flesh is not the same 

flesh, but there is one flesh of men, and another flesh of beasts, and another flesh of 

birds, and another of fish. There are also heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the 

glory of the heavenly is one, and the glory of the earthly is another. There is one glory 

of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; for star 

differs from star in glory. (vs. 36-41) 

 

He‘s simply making the point, for starters, that in order for your body to be a resurrected body, it 

first has to die. Then, out of that, comes the new body. It‘s the same but different. Notice the 

analogy though. It‘s the old that dies and a new comes out of it. It‘s not wiping everything out and 

starting over. It‘s resurrected out of the old, just like a seed gives birth to the plant. But then he goes 

on to talk about, “By the way there are lots of bodies. There are animal bodies and human bodies 

and fish bodies and bird bodies and celestial bodies.” I think he‘s just making the point there that if 

you believe Genesis 1, this ―new body‖ thing is no problem. If you believe God created the 

Universe with a spoken word, why would you possibly think He‘s going to struggle in creating a 

resurrected body? That‘s not a problem for God. Whether you‘re eaten by a shark or cremated or 

whatever, God‘s not going to say, “Now what do I do?” You know He created the Universe --not a 

problem --and that‘s Paul‘s response there. 

 

So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown a perishable body, it is raised an 

imperishable body; it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, 

it is raised in power; it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. (vs. 42-44a) 
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Now here it‘s important to understand he‘s not drawing a contrast between physical and spirit, 

natural and spiritual. The Greek word is actually an adjective that‘s identifying the energizing force. 

I have a human body that‘s basically my inheritance from Adam and this body is continually 

breaking down because it‘s earthy. But one day I‘m going to have a heavenly body and the 

heavenly body will be energized by the Spirit of God and it will endure forever. So there‘s a 

contrast between today‘s body and the body to come and that becomes clear as we go on here.  

 

...it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, 

there is also a spiritual body. So also it is written, "The first MAN, Adam, BECAME 

A LIVING SOUL" The last Adam became a life-giving spirit. However, the spiritual 

is not first, but the natural; then the spiritual. The first man is from the earth, earthy; 

the second man is from heaven. As is the earthy, so also are those who are earthy; and 

as is the heavenly, so also are those who are heavenly. Just as we have borne the 

image of the earthy, we will also bear the image of the heavenly. (vs. 44-49) 

 

And this last section is like a final doxology, this explosion of celebration over this truth. 

 

Now I say this, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor 

does the perishable inherit the imperishable. Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not 

all sleep, but we will all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the 

last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, 

and we will be changed. For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this 

mortal must put on immortality. But when this perishable will have put on the 

imperishable, and this mortal will have put on immortality, then will come about the 

saying that is written, "DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP in victory." "O DEATH, 

WHERE IS YOUR VICTORY? O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR STING?" The sting 

of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law; but thanks be to God, who gives us the 

victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. (vs. 50-57) 

 

Again the reminder that today we have a body that‘s perishable but it will be changed into one that 

is imperishable. There will be a change from what we are today to what we will be for eternity. 

Jesus is the first fruit of that; He‘s the prototype; He‘s the promise; He‘s the pledge. One day when 

Jesus returns we will be changed. Those who are alive at that moment will be changed from this 

body to their eternal body. That‘s probably the clearest picture in terms of what he‘s trying to say. 

―If Jesus were to return today, I don’t suddenly become a disembodied spirit. I’m simply changed 

from this body to the next body,” and that‘s the whole point. There is a connectivity; there‘s a 

correlation between this life and the life to come. Those who have died will be resurrected and will 

be radically changed and Jesus will pull it all together. He will pull all creation back to Himself; He 

will redeem it all. The very last enemy to be defeated will be death, and ultimately He will declare 

that He has won and will usher in the New Heaven and the New Earth. He will usher in everything 

that we‘ve always longed for in this life. If our theology is that Satan so messed everything up that 

at the end of the day God just wipes it out and starts over and you‘re just kind of a disembodied 

spirit in eternity, we‘d have to say, “That isn’t what God wanted. Genesis 2 is what God wanted.” 

God created us in a world that He called good and He created us with bodies that we might have 

relationships with one-another and with Him forever. Sin has clearly caused his creation to groan, 

but God doesn‘t wipe it out and start over, therefore declaring that Satan won. He redeems all 

creation back to Himself, thereby declaring, ―God wins,‖ and God‘s plan has always been Genesis 

2. Think of it that way; that‘s what God is taking us back to. The New Heaven and the New Earth 

will be more similar than dissimilar to this world, only perfected. 
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So there are questions that arise out of that: ―What kind of a body will we have?” The closest we 

can get is to look at Jesus‘ resurrected body. Interestingly enough, He still bore the marks of the 

cross. There is clearly a picture there of a correlation between one to the other, from this world to 

the world to come. We know that He could walk; we know that He could talk. We know that He 

interacted with his friends. We know that He could eat, but we also know that He walked through 

walls and appeared and disappeared so we‘d have to say, ―the same but different”. Exactly what 

your body will be like, I don‘t think anybody really knows that, but the point is we will live in a 

world that is more similar than dissimilar to this. It will be a world where we will hike in the 

mountains; it will be a world where I assume you‘ll snow ski; it will be a world where probably 

you‘ll play golf. Will it be a world where we‘ll fish? Well, of course it will be. I mean, this is 

Heaven we‘re talking about. (Laughter) I don‘t know about this fishing one; I‘m still trying to work 

through that, still trying to misinterpret a text to prove that. But think about life on this earth. When 

God created us, He said, ―This is good.‖ And He created us in His image to work in this world and 

to oversee and rule over creation and to have relationships with people and to love Him and to love 

one-another and experience everything he intended us to experience in life. That‘s where He‘s 

taking us back to and so you have to think of it that way. 

 

Will we know one-another? Absolutely! Will you know your family and remember the love that 

you shared and still share that love together as a family? Of course you will. Those are God‘s 

values. Will you work? Yes you‘ll work. You‘ll have meaningful work because that was a part of 

the original Creation, not a result of the Fall. But you start thinking, ―Okay, what’s the 

assignment?” As people who are redeemed by the blood of Jesus, He has bought us back and 

promised us this resurrection. So even though today I‘m in this earthy body, the assignment is to 

begin building for the Kingdom today. To have an understanding of what is to come and as a citizen 

of Heaven, my responsibility is to begin building for that kingdom today, to bring the future into the 

present as part of our witness of the world to come, that people might hear the message of Jesus. So 

think about it that way. Will it be appropriate for there to be poverty in the New Earth? The answer 

is, ―No.‖ Then let‘s get busy with that today. Will it be appropriate for there to be homeless people 

in the New Earth? ―No, so let‘s get busy on that today.‖ Will it be appropriate to have abortion in 

the New Earth?  ―No, so let‘s work on that today.‖ Will there be hate and killing in the new world? 

―No, so let‘s work on that today.‖ Will we work in the New Earth? Yes, so let‘s understand work to 

be meaningful today. Will we have leisure; will we have recreation; will we have relationship?  So 

we begin to think about bringing the future into the present and that‘s our motive. We understand a 

majority of people that draw life on this earth will waste their lives away for nothing. But God has 

given us a remarkable opportunity to begin working on that which will last forever. It‘s not a duty; 

it‘s not something we have to do; it‘s a remarkable privilege. As a citizen of Heaven, as one who is 

redeemed and headed for this remarkable place, my assignment is to begin thinking about living 

that way today.  Even the most ordinary, mundane, everyday activities you do, think about these as 

redeemed and a part of the good creation, as God intended it, and a part of the eternal creation, 

when God ushers in the New Heaven and the New Earth. 

 

If your theology is that God‘s going to wipe all this out and all I have is a ticket to Heaven, then 

what‘s the point in doing much of anything? It‘s all going to get wiped out so why not ―eat, drink 

and be merry‖, turn in my ticket, and live it up in the life to come? But that is a very Gnostic view; 

it‘s a very Platonic view. It‘s not a Biblical view at all. If you believe correctly what 1 Corinthians 

15 is saying, then you‘ll affirm Paul‘s words in verse 58: 

 

Therefore [on the basis of this chapter, what does he say?], my beloved brethren, be 

steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your 

work/toil is not in vain in the Lord. (v. 58) 
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In essence what he saying is, “Everything you do matters because there is this connectivity between 

God’s good creation and life here, and the creation to come. Therefore everything matters.” If you 

reduce it down to the only things that matter are those moments when I‘m sharing the gospel with 

somebody or doing something spiritual, then you have to assume you waste ninety-nine per cent of 

your life. But if your life after death theology is correct, then every moment of every day is a 

kingdom moment and it matters to God. And so we live our lives as a redeemed people, bringing 

the future into the present as part of our witness of the life to come, that others might know there is 

this new world coming. ―Therefore be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of 

the Lord, knowing that your toil, your work is not in vain.” Paul‘s prayer for us would be the 

same prayer for the Corinthians: that understanding this, we would be busy about building for the 

kingdom, knowing that what we do today, in ways we cannot fully understand, does ultimately 

matter in the world to come. 

 

 

Our Father, we’re thankful for the resurrection of Jesus Christ that assures, guarantees, 

that we, too, will experience a resurrection from the dead, Lord, that we will not be some 

disembodied spirit floating around the heavenlies, but, Lord, that we will have a 

resurrected body, that we will enter into the perfect creation as you intended in Genesis 2. 

Lord, I pray that you would help us to understand our assignment today is to be busy about 

building for the kingdom today, that we would understand that what we do today does 

matter in the New Heaven and the New Earth, Lord, that we would not waste our lives but 

that we would diligently invest our lives for that which lasts forever. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
*Scripture taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 

Copyright 1960, 1962, 1963, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1987, 1988, 
The Lockman Foundation.  Used by permission. 

Lincoln Berean Church, 6400 S. 70th, Lincoln, NE 68516   (402) 483-6512   
Copyright 2009 – Bryan Clark.  All rights reserved. 
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March 28/29, 2009      Study Questions 

Living Like Christians 

The Significance of the Resurrection 
1 Corinthians 15:1-58 

Pastor Bryan Clark 

 

 

 

Opening Discussion 
 

1. What do you understand to be the proper motivation for ―Christian‖ living today? 

 

 

2. What is your understanding of life after death?   

 
 

3. Does whether you will have a body or will be a disembodied spirit after death have any 

relevance to how you live today?  Why or why not? 

 

 

Bible Study 
 

 

1. Read 1 Corinthians 15:1-11.  Conservative scholars are in agreement that what Paul is 

quoting is actually a first century church ―creed‖ that was widely circulated.   What is the 

significance of knowing this was an early creed (Paul received it within two years of the 

events themselves) as it relates to the credibility of the death, burial and resurrection of 

Jesus?  How does this address the objection that the resurrection is just legend rather than 

historical fact? 
 

 

 
 

2. Read 1 Corinthians 15:12-19.  What was the issue in Corinth according to v. 12?  What is 

the relationship between the resurrection of Christ and the literal bodily resurrection of 

believers?   

 

 

 
 

3. Two thousand years ago, Paul clearly put the challenge out there to skeptics that to disprove 

the resurrection of Jesus is to bring Christianity down. Yet for 2000 years the church of 

Jesus Christ has flourished around the world.  What does this tell us about the historical 

reliability of the resurrection of Christ? 
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4. Read 1 Corinthians 15:20-34.  What is Paul‘s argument in this section of the text?  Why 

does the literal bodily resurrection matter?  How is this evidenced in how we live?  In what 

way does a wrong theology about life after death lead to wrong perspectives about how we 

live our lives today?  How does this affect our motives for what we do every day? 

 

 
 

5. Read 1 Corinthians 15:35-57.  The nature of the resurrected body will be the same but 

different.  The best example of the resurrected body would be to study the resurrected body 

of Jesus.  In what way was His body the same and in what way was it different?   

 

 
 

6. Read 1 Corinthians 15:58.  What is the meaning of ―Therefore?‖  How should we live in 

light of this chapter?  Why?  What is the reason that our labor is not in vain based on this 

chapter?   (Compare I Corinthians 3:14) 

 

 

 

 

Application 
 

 

1. How does the truth of 1 Corinthians 15 change the way you view every day activities?  List 

3 ways. 

 

 

 

2. In what way does the truth of the resurrection make every day a Kingdom building day?   

 

 

 

3. Understanding the ramifications of a literal bodily resurrection and its implications for life 

after death in the new heaven and earth, moves us from thinking only certain activities count 

for eternity to recognizing all of life can count for eternity.  Discuss how that fleshes itself 

out in your day to day activities.    
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