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As some of you probably know, Patti and I are ―Junkers‖.  We just have this weird fascination with 

junkyards.  I find, for me personally, junkyards give me a perspective on life.  Every time I go to a 

junkyard, I remember that at one time these were all things that people thought they had to have.  

As a matter of fact, some people give their whole lives to accumulate stuff that ends up in a 

junkyard.  And I find myself thinking, “Certainly there’s got to be more to life than that.  Certainly 

we can do better.”   

 

What’s amazing is, on the basis of God’s grace, He has given us the remarkable privilege of being a 

part of something that will still matter a thousand years from today.  Now it is possible—you have 

the option as a Christian—to waste your life.  But you also have this remarkable opportunity to 

invest yourself in something that really does matter for eternity.  That’s what we want to talk about 

this morning.  If you have a Bible, turn to 1 Corinthians, chapter 12. 

 

If you were around the church world in the 70’s and the 80’s, you’re probably aware that there was 

a lot of talk about spiritual gifts.  It was a big trend that came through, and there were a lot of books 

and a lot of activity around that particular theme, and 1 Corinthians 12 would probably be 

considered the foundational text for all of that.  Basically the idea was that a spiritual gift is an 

ability you get at the moment of salvation—to be distinguished from a talent or skill—that gives 

you the supernatural ability to fulfill some function in the body of Christ.  So the goal was to try to 

identify your gift, try to define it, label it, and then figure out how to plug it in.  And there were 

multiple tests and different ways to do that.  But at the end of the day, it seemed like that just caused 

a significant amount of confusion.  Rather than making things more clear, it seemed to make things 

less clear, which really led to asking a whole series of questions.  Probably the most relevant for our 

discussion today is the question, ―Is that a Biblical concept?‖  In other words, where does the Bible 

say we should seek to identify our gift, and label our gift, and where are these definitions coming 

from?  And why does that all seem so confusing?  As a matter of fact, one of the questions would be 

―Are we even correctly defining our terms?”   

 

What I would suggest to you this morning is a lot of that thinking is misguided.  It creates 

unnecessary confusion.  So what I’m going to ask you to do this morning, if you have been exposed 

to that teaching over the years, is to try to just wipe the slate clean and look at this particular text in 

a new and a fresh way, and we’ll see if we can understand what Paul is trying to teach in                  

1 Corinthians, chapter 12: 

 

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to become or to be 

unaware.   (*NASB, 1 Corinthians 12:1) 

 

To start off, it’s important to notice the word ―gifts‖.  It should be in italics in your version, which is 

a way of saying that word isn’t in the Greek language; someone has inserted it in there.  And I 

think, in my opinion, that’s unfortunate.  I think the opening statement is not spiritual gifts; the 

opening statement is about spiritual things.  In other words, that’s what that term would mean: 
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things that have to do with the Spirit of God.  That’s the theme of this chapter, and I think that will 

be obvious as we go through it. 

 

Verse 2: 

 

You know that when you were pagans, you were led astray to the mute idols, however 

you were led.  Therefore, I make known to you, that no one speaking by the Spirit of 

God says, “Jesus is accursed”; and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the 

Holy Spirit. (vs. 2-3)  

 

It’s really important to understand what is being said in verses 2 and 3 because it lays a foundation 

for chapters 12, 13 and 14. Paul is saying that when they were pagans, when they were unbelievers, 

they worshipped at the pagan temples there in Corinth.  And at these pagan temples there were 

certain behaviors that were meant to manifest that the spirit of the gods was among them.  Part of 

that manifestation was even to the point of saying Jesus was accursed.  What was happening is, 

these Corinthians were bringing that behavior into the Church, as supposedly a manifestation that 

the Spirit of God was within them.  And so you had this conflict between behavior that was 

inappropriate and behavior that was the true manifestation of the Spirit.  Another way of saying that 

is there was the counterfeit manifestation of the Spirit mixed in with the genuine manifestation of 

the Spirit.  And especially in chapter 14, Paul is going to try and sort all of that out.  What he is 

saying is that the spirit that was in the temple would never be the Spirit of God because the Spirit of 

God would never say, ―Jesus is cursed.‖  It’s also true that the spirit that was in the temple would 

never say, ―Jesus is Lord‖ in the Church.  It is not possible to even confess Jesus as Lord without 

the Spirit of God.  Therefore, Paul is saying these are two different gods, two different spirits, and 

two different behaviors, so don’t bring the pagan behavior inside the worship of the Church.  

 

Verse 4: 

 

 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit.  And there are varieties of 

ministries, and the same Lord.  And there are varieties of effects, but the same God 

who works all things in all persons.  (vs.4-6) 

 

Now let’s make sure that we are defining our terms correctly.  In verse 4 when he says there are 

varieties of gifts, this is where, if we’ve been taught that spiritual gift teaching from the 70’s and the 

80’s, immediately what we think of is it’s that supernatural ability to do something in the body of 

Christ.  But you need to know that’s not what that word means.  It doesn’t mean that at all.  It’s 

actually a form of the word grace.  It’s not a complicated term.  It simply carries the idea that 

through the gifts, on the basis of God’s grace, you have been invited to be part of something in the 

body of Christ that will matter a thousand years from now.  So the gift is not some supernatural 

ability; the gift is God’s grace.  And he’s just saying there’s a variety of ways in which God’s grace 

is manifested in the body of Christ.  On the basis of God’s grace you have been invited to be a part 

of something that genuinely matters.   

 

There are varieties of ministries; we maybe would use the term ―service roles‖.  Ministries: ways 

that we serve in the body.  The invitation to serve is by grace, and there’s a variety of service roles 

that manifest themselves in the body. And there are varieties of effects.  We maybe would use the 

word ―results‖.  There’s a variety of ways in which the Spirit of God accomplishes things in the 

body.  So these three ideas are, on the basis of God’s grace, you have been invited to fulfill a service 

role within the body, and ultimately God is the One in charge of the results.  You also have this 
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magnificent picture of God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit.  It starts with the Spirit; 

Lord, which is Christ, according to verses 2 and 3, and you have God the Father.   

 

In chapter 11 we learned that, within the context of the Trinity, there are roles.  The Father is the 

head of Christ; Christ is the head of man, and so forth.  We talked about that in our talk about 

gender roles.  Here he’s saying the same thing: within the context of the Trinity there are roles.  

There are roles that the Father fulfills, roles that the Spirit fulfills, and roles that the Son fulfills.  

We would never say that one member of the Trinity is more than or less than another.  So in the 

same way, on the basis of our service roles, we could never say one is more than or one is less than 

another.  So again the Trinity is our model.  It’s God’s grace; it’s God’s invitation; it’s God’s power 

that brings the results.  

 

Verse 7: 

 

But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.   

 

To each one of us: every single person who has trusted Jesus as Savior has a manifestation of the 

Spirit, the Spirit working through us on the basis of God’s grace, for the common good of the body.  

Now the verses that follow are often the verses that are used to describe what’s traditionally been 

called spiritual gifts.  I think the language of the text would be manifestations of the Spirit.  In other 

words, he’s just defining these are the different ways that the Spirit manifests Himself through the 

members of the body.   

 

As I read through these verses, I want to emphasize what I think Paul is emphasizing.  I don’t think 

it’s a list of manifestations, so I want to read it with Paul’s emphasis.  See if you can figure out what 

that is.  

 

But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.  For to 

one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word of 

knowledge according to the same Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit, and to 

another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, and to another the effecting of miracles, and 

to another prophecy, and to another the distinguishing of spirits, to another various 

kinds of tongues, and to another the interpretation of tongues.  But one and the same 

Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills.   
 (vs. 7-11) 

 

It’s not really hard to pick up on, is it?  The point of those verses is not the manifestations, what 

traditionally have been called spiritual gifts.  The point is the Spirit of God.  The text is not about 

us; the text is about God, and that it’s the same Spirit that manifests Himself in the different 

callings, the different roles within the body.  Therefore, there is no reason for anyone to think more 

than or less than.  It’s on the basis of grace—the same Spirit manifesting Himself in different ways 

through the body.  That’s the point there.  

 

Verse 12: 

 

For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of the 

body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ.  For by one Spirit we 

were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and 

we were all made to drink of one Spirit. (vs. 12-13)  



4 

 

 

Paul moves into a metaphor. He started with the example of the Trinity—that our service roles play 

out just like roles within the Trinity.  Now he’s moving to a picture of the body, the human body, as 

a metaphor of who we are as the body of Christ.  Now, when I walked up here this morning, I’m 

going to guess, out of this audience, not a single person said, ―Hey, look at those ankles working! 

Hey, check out those knees!  Hey, look at those eyes! Look at that wrist!  Look at that hand!”  You 

know, if somebody did, maybe we should chat afterward (laughter).  But I’m going to guess that not 

a single person thought that way.  All you thought was, ―There’s Bryan.”  Many members make up 

one body.  And I think we would agree: the only time you single out one member is when that 

member isn’t functioning correctly.  In other words, if I limped all the way up on the stage, you 

would say, ―Hey, what’s wrong with his ankle?‖ or, ―What’s wrong with his knee?  Why is he 

limping?‖  But when everything is working correctly, you just see one body functioning in 

harmony.  He says that is a picture of the body of Christ: many members functioning together as 

one body. 

 

Verse 13: 

 

For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body… 

 

This is really important language to clarify, because there is a lot of confusion around this 

terminology in the church world today.  The idea of the ―baptism by the Spirit‖ is the idea of the 

Spirit of God placing us in the body of Christ.  Some use this terminology to reflect some sort of an 

experience that happens subsequent to salvation that somehow gives me more of the Spirit of God 

and has more manifestations.  But it’s important to recognize there is no place in the Bible that 

teaches that.  There’s no place that says we are to pursue the baptism of the Spirit; there’s no place 

that says that we should seek such an experience.  As a matter of fact, it’s always stated as 

something that’s automatic at the moment of salvation.   

 

Now there are two times in the book of Acts where the Spirit of God fell on someone subsequent to 

salvation.  The first is Acts, chapter 2, which is the day of Pentecost.  It’s the transition from the old 

covenant into the new covenant.  And because the new covenant was identified with the indwelling 

of the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of God fell on those who were already believers as the transition into 

the new.  It would just have to be that way.  You have a very similar event in Samaria in Acts, 

chapter 8, where you have kind of a mini-Pentecost. As the apostles go out, they explain what 

happened in Jerusalem and you have a very similar event happening.  Those are the only two times, 

and both of them are the transition from the old covenant into the new.   

 

Now notice what Paul says here; he uses past tense language: it’s an eris tense verb.  And the 

importance of that is it means at a moment in time, in the past, you were baptized into the body of 

Christ.  It’s the act by which God places you into the body of Christ as a member.  It happens the 

moment you trust Christ as Savior.  Also notice that Paul uses the word all: we were all baptized, 

talking about the Corinthians.  Now we know for a fact that the Corinthians were the most carnal, 

were the most mixed up, were the most misguided, were the most spiritually arrogant Christians in 

the entire New Testament.  Knowing that, how could Paul possibly say, ―We were all baptized by 

the Spirit,‖ unless it’s something that is automatic, at the point of salvation?  If it was subsequent to 

salvation, he would have to say, ―Some of you have been.‖  We also know in Romans, chapter 8, 

verse 9, if you don’t have the Spirit, you’re not a Christian.  Romans 8:9 says if you have trusted 

Christ as Savior, you have the Spirit of God.  As a matter of fact, this text even says you can’t say, 



5 

 

―Jesus is Lord‖ without the Spirit.  If you don’t have the Spirit, you can’t even confess Jesus as 

Lord.   

 

Also think about the discussion here. If the Spirit was something you received subsequent to 

salvation—where you had kind of a second blessing and more of the Spirit, some sort of an 

experience that said you had reached another level—it would be in direct contradiction to 

everything Paul is trying to say here.  It would create an environment where there are the haves and 

the have-nots and the whole point is there is no such thing as haves and have-nots.  Every single 

person who has trusted Christ as Savior is a member of the body, and that happens by the Spirit of 

God placing you into the body of Christ, which is called the baptism of the Spirit.  There are no 

haves and have-nots.  It’s also important to remember the Spirit of God is a Person, not an energy 

force.  It’s not like you have 110 volts, and someday you kind of get ramped up to 220 volts.  That 

would be to view the Spirit of God as an energy.  When you have the Spirit of God, you have the 

Person—you have fully the Person of God within you...different levels of surrender, but fully the 

Person of God within you, and that’s the point he’s trying to make.  It doesn’t matter if you’re Jew 

or Greek, or rich or poor; there are no haves and have-nots.  All of us equally have the Spirit of 

God, on the basis of God’s grace, and the Spirit of God manifests Himself through us in various 

ways to accomplish the mission.  

 

Verse 14: 

 

For the body is not one member, but many.  If the foot says, “Because I am not a 

hand, I am not a part of the body,” is it not for this reason any the less a part of the 

body?  And if the ear says, “Because I am not an eye, I am not a part of the body,” is 

it not for this reason any the less a part of the body?  If the whole body were an eye, 

where would the hearing be?  If the whole were hearing, where would the sense of 

smell be?  But now God has placed the members, each one of them, in the body, just 

as He desired.  If they were all one member, where would the body be?  But now 

there are many members, but one body.  And the eye cannot say to the hand, “I have 

no need of you”; or again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.”  On the 

contrary, it is much truer that the members of the body which seem to be weaker are 

necessary; and those members of the body, which we deem less honorable, on these 

we bestow more abundant honor, and our less presentable members become much 

more presentable, whereas our more presentable members have no need of it.  But 

God has so composed the body, giving more abundant honor to that member which 

lacked, that there should be no division in the body, but that the members may have 

the same care for one another.  And if one member suffers, all the members suffer 

with it; if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it. (vs.14-26) 

 

Now that’s not terribly complicated.  It’s just saying that all the members of the body work together.  

My toe can’t say, ―Because I’m not an eye, then I don’t want to be a toe.‖  Or the ear can’t say, 

―Because I’m not a foot, then I don’t really feel like I belong.‖  You know, he’s kind of using a 

humorous illustration.  He goes on to say, ―You know, if the entire body was a nose…‖ picture that; 

I think Paul is being a bit sarcastic,...then it wouldn’t be a body—it’d just be a big overgrown nose.  

Or if the whole thing is an eyeball, or an ear, it just won’t work that way.  The whole concept of the 

body is you have many members, they all come together, and honor one another, and esteem one 

another, in order for the body to function.  It’s not terribly complicated.   
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He says the same thing is true with us as the body of Christ.  It’s very evident that the problem 

within the Corinthian church was that some people were desiring the greater gifts—the more 

spectacular gifts—in order to fulfill their need to be somebody.  Then you had others who had 

various service roles, but they didn’t like those roles: “I mean, I don’t want to do this. I don’t want 

to be a toe; I want to be an eye.  I don’t want to be an ear; I want to be a hand.”  And so it was that 

kind of a spirit that was dividing the church in Corinth.   

 

He does make an interesting discussion about the fact that there are some members that are much 

more obvious than other members.  And because of that, there are some members that are easy to be 

taken for granted, and we need to make sure that we work extra hard to honor and affirm them just 

as we would anybody else.  Now there’s no doubt there are roles such as mine that are much more 

visible. It’s very easy to take for granted the fact that there are people today serving in many, many 

capacities behind the scenes.  And so it would be easy to affirm my role, but fail to affirm them for 

the roles that they fulfill.  So what he’s saying is we should honor both.  Do I want to be honored 

for my role?  The answer is yes.  I want to be honored in the same way that you honor the nursery 

worker or the attendant in the parking lot—no more, no less.  But the problem is, because my role is 

so visible, for every one time you affirm me, you need to try three times to affirm the people that 

serve behind the scenes, because they’re the ones that are going to be forgotten and neglected.  I 

think there’s a challenge for those of us that do our ministry on the stage—for musicians, and 

worship team members, and choir members.  We have to work extra hard to make sure that we 

appreciate the people behind the scenes, who often go unthanked, and make sure we appreciate 

them because we couldn’t do our job if they didn’t do their job.  It’s a part of what the text is 

saying.  Now, notice specifically verse 18: 

 

But now God has placed the members, each one of them, in the body, just as He 

desired. 

 

It says that in verse 7; it says that in verse 11; it says that in verse 18.  It’s the responsibility of the 

Spirit of God to assign you your role.  All God asks is that you be faithful to your calling.  You 

might be a toe.  You might be an ear.  You might be an eye.  God’s in charge of that—it really isn’t 

our call.  The only thing that matters is that we’re faithful to that which we’ve been called to do.   

 

Now to illustrate that, I want to use an illustration I’ve used before, but it still may be the best way 

to try and clarify what Paul is saying here.  Let’s imagine this morning that there’s somebody 

downtown, and they’re raising funds for a good cause.  So I decide that I want to make a 

contribution, and I’m the person with the resources. I invite three people to come up here this 

morning, and in front of all of you I let it be known that, ―Here’s a check for $100‖ to the first 

person.  ―All I’m asking you to do is to go downtown and drop it in the bucket.‖  The second person 

I give a check for $1000 and the third person I give a check for $100,000.  Now all of us in this 

room would understand that the person who is carrying the check for $100,000 has no more reason 

to be arrogant than the person with $100 because it’s my money, and the only difference is I’ve 

given different amounts to different people. I’m asking them to do the same thing: just to be faithful 

to go downtown and drop it in the bucket.  We’d all be clear on that, wouldn’t we?   

 

The problem happens on the other end of the deal.  When you get downtown, the person with the 

$100 check drops it in the bucket, and the people there raising money say, ―Thank you very much—

really very kind of you.‖  Then the second person comes up with $1000 check, and they say, ―Wow!  

Thank you.  What is your name?  Thank you very much—you have been very generous today!‖  

But what’s going to happen when that person shows up with the $100,000 check?  I mean, ―Let’s 
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call the television studio!  We’re going to name a brick after you.‖  They’re going to make a fuss 

over you and they are absolutely convinced that you are far more valuable than the $100 person.  

Now that’s the value system of the culture; we can’t change that.  It’s always the way it’s going to 

work.  The problem is if Mr. $100,000 starts to believe that.  He starts to listen to those press 

releases and says, ―You know, that is true.  I think I probably am more valuable than the $100 

person.  I think I am kind of a notch above.”  He loses sight of the fact that the only difference was I 

gave you different amounts in those checks and just asked each of you to be faithful to go drop it 

off.  No one has any reason to be more or less than anyone else.   

 

The fact of the matter is the culture will always believe that someone in my role is more valuable 

than somebody in the nursery this morning.  The culture will always believe that, and you hear 

people say things like that all the time.  I can’t change that.  What I have to be very diligent about is 

not listening to that value system.  When I start listening to that, then that’s when I lose my way.  

Those of us that are in roles where the culture would say, ―You matter more,‖ need to remember 1 

Corinthians 12 that says, ―No you don’t.  No you don’t.‖  The very fact that you have a calling is a 

gift of God’s grace.  God gives out the assignments.  God does the empowering.  God brings the 

results.  He did it all.  You’re just simply the instrument, the conduit, and in God’s economy one is 

not more than another.  The culture is always going to say the parking lot attendant is less than the 

musician.  If the parking lot attendant listens to that, the attendant will devalue what God has called 

him or her to, because God’s value system isn’t like that.  Every single one of us is equal; we just 

need to be faithful to what God has called each of us to do.  That’s the point he’s trying to make 

here.  

 

Now you are Christ’s body, and individually members of it.  And God has appointed 

in the church, first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts 

of healing, helps, administration, various kinds of tongues.  All are not apostles, are 

they?  All are not prophets, are they?  All are not teachers, are they?  All are not 

workers of miracles, are they?  All do not have gifts of healings, do they?  All do not 

speak with tongues, do they?  All do not interpret, do they?  But earnestly desire the 

greater gifts. (27-31a)  

 

 

Now, the definition of these gifts—often referred to as sign gifts—we’ll get to in a couple of weeks, 

when we get to chapter 14.  I’m not going to try and do that today, and I don’t really think that’s the 

point.  When he talks about ―first apostles,‖ and so forth, he’s certainly not saying first in 

importance, or he’d be contradicting everything he just said.  But just chronologically, the apostles 

came along first, and so forth, to plant and establish the church.  But most of these gifts are the more 

spectacular.  We’ll refer to them as the sign gifts, the miraculous gifts.  And clearly the Corinthians 

were seeking these for self-glory, as a reflection that they were somehow spiritually a cut above.  

And Paul is saying, ―Hey, that’s not the way it works.  Everybody doesn’t have these.  As a matter 

of fact, those gifts are best delivered to those people who aren’t seeking them, because people that 

seek them tend to seek them for the wrong reasons.”  When he says, ―Earnestly seek the greater 

gifts,‖ he’s talking about those for the common good, those that reflect a broken body, an attitude of 

humility, and that’s what launches him into chapter 13, the discussion about love.   

 

Let’s go back through this one more time to make sure we get it.  What Paul is saying is that it is on 

the basis of God’s grace—that’s the gift part—that you have been called to play a significant role in 

the body of Christ, to involve yourself in something that will still matter a thousand years from now.  

Apart from God’s grace, that option would not even be available to you.  It is the Spirit of God who 
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chooses your calling.  It is the Spirit of God who empowers you.  It’s the Spirit of God that does the 

work.  It’s the Spirit of God that brings the results.  So there’s no basis for boasting; there’s no basis 

for more than and less than.  It’s just all of us working together to fulfill our calling for God to 

accomplish His purpose.   

 

Many years ago there was a youth group from Broken Bow that went down to Mexico City.  We 

combined with a group from the Dallas, Texas, area.  We went down to Mexico City and we were 

down there about ten days and did a number of different activities.  On one particular day, the 

assignment was in a place we would call here the projects—like Watts, or Cabrini-Green or 

someplace like that.  It was government housing; it was clearly the inner city ghetto.  And in the 

midst of all of that, there was kind of a church building, a City Impact-type ministry, trying to reach 

families and youth in the projects there.  Most of the day was spent painting and cleaning up, and 

just doing things like that around the property.  But that evening they wanted to have an outreach to 

the youth in the projects.   

 

Well we made it through most of the day fine, but as late afternoon settled in, those students who 

had a role in the service that night began to pull aside and prepare for their roles.  Now you can kind 

of imagine the scene: you have those people that are gifted to speak, and those people gifted to do 

music, and give a testimony, and share the message, and lead the service.  Those people kind of 

pulled aside and began preparing.  But there was another group of people, they aren’t wired that 

way.  God didn’t make them that way, and kind of in their minds, they had no responsibility; they 

had no role. And so they just kind of wandered out the door, and they wandered to kind of a beat-up 

basketball court right there in the projects.  There was a ball there, and so they started playing 

basketball.  It just happened that this group of guys was very passionate about basketball, and they 

were very good.  So they started playing basketball, and before long—one, two, three, four of these 

teenagers started coming out of these project buildings, wanting to get in the game.  Before long 

there were probably 25 or 30 teenagers, all standing around the court wanting to play.  And it also 

happened that, not only were our guys head and shoulders taller, but head and shoulders better in 

their ability to play.  So it was kind of a big deal—these American basketball players are here!  And 

so they started pick up games and ―winner stay on‖ for about an hour and a half.  So you had all of 

these Mexican teenagers. When our kids were off the court, they were trying the best they could 

with the language barrier to communicate and build relationships...just having fun together, playing 

basketball.   

 

At the end of that we didn’t think that much about it; everybody kind of disbanded and dispersed, 

and a little bit later the meeting started.  The building was maybe half full, and about 10 or 15 

minutes into the service, in walks this stream of teenagers.  These were all the boys that were 

playing basketball.  I didn’t think that much of it, you know, ten minutes late, a group of 

teenagers—that seems fairly normal.  And so they come in and they just start to fill the rows—about 

three rows they filled—sat there through the whole service.  After the service our basketball guys 

kind of touched base with them again, and everybody dispersed.  I really didn’t think much about it 

until the pastor that runs the center said to me, ―Do you know, that’s the first time those boys have 

ever walked through the doors of this building?‖  He said, ―We have been pulling out our hair for 

years trying to figure out how to get to those boys, and tonight was the first night they ever walked 

through those doors.‖  I was very determined to make sure our basketball boys that night didn’t 

miss what happened.  I pulled them aside and reminded them that it was what they did on the court 

that brought the boys into the building and made it possible for some of those gifted differently to 

do their thing, and altogether something special happened in that building that night.   
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To me that’s just a great picture of the body of Christ: multiple manifestations, multiple gifts, and 

multiple ways we come together to accomplish God’s purpose.  Every single person who has trusted 

Jesus as Savior is a member of the body of Christ.  There are no exceptions.  You may be an 

inactive member, but you are a member.  The Spirit of God automatically places you in the body of 

Christ.  You have a high and holy calling.   

 

For years Barb and I have been on a mission to rid Lincoln Berean of the word ―volunteer‖ because 

I think it grossly miscommunicates.  I’ve told you over and over again that I think one of my 

highest callings as your pastor is to do everything in my power to make sure that one day, when you 

stand before God, that will be a glorious day.  One day when you stand before God, you’re going to 

find out that your calling was not optional.  The word volunteer kind of suggests, ―By the way, it’s 

optional.  You can do it or not; you’re a volunteer.”  Your calling is no more voluntary than mine 

is.  In God’s economy it makes no difference that I get paid and you don’t.  We all have a high and 

holy calling.  We cannot say, ―Your calling is really important; it’s really high and holy, but by the 

way, optional.”  Those two thoughts don’t go together.  It’s not optional; it’s a high and holy 

calling.  You have been invited, on the basis of God’s grace, to be a part of something that will still 

matter a thousand years from now.  That is a remarkable truth!  There are probably many of you this 

morning thinking, “OK, I want to invest my life in something that matters; where do I start?  How 

do I even begin to think about getting connected?”   

 

The answer is that next week is what we call our Service Expo.  When you come next week, the 

halls are going to be lined with all kinds of ministry areas that represent many, many—hundreds 

and hundreds—of opportunities to find something that you’re passionate about, something that 

you’d like to plug into, something that fits your schedule.  Some of those roles are going to be here 

on this campus, but many of them will not be.  When we talk about serving the body of Christ, it’s 

not limited to what happens on this campus.  A lot of the ministry happens off this campus.  As a 

matter of fact, in a couple of minutes, you’re going to see a video for City Impact.  It’s a great place 

to serve.  It’s not a Lincoln Berean ministry, but it’s certainly part of the greater body of Christ, and 

it’s a great opportunity for service.  So next week we’ll make it as simple as possible.  What I’d 

encourage you to do this week is think about it, pray about it, and then come prepared to investigate 

all the different opportunities and see if you can find something that you believe God is leading you 

to be a part of, as a member of His broken body.   

 

Our Father, we are thankful that You are a God of such grace that You invite us to be a part of 

something that will matter forever.  Lord, it’s Your Spirit that calls us; it’s Your Spirit that 

manifests Itself through us; it’s Your Spirit that brings the results.  So, Lord, we have no reason to 

think more than or less than.  There are no haves and have-nots.  Lord, we’re all just members of 

the body that You’ve called to be faithful.  Lord, I pray that we would be diligent to fulfill this high 

and holy calling that You have given us, that we would come together as the body of Christ to 

accomplish Your purpose for Your glory.  Lord, this we pray in Jesus’ name, Amen.  

 

 

 

 
*Scripture taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 

Copyright 1960, 1962, 1963, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1987, 1988, 
The Lockman Foundation.  Used by permission. 

Lincoln Berean Church, 6400 S. 70th, Lincoln, NE 68516   (402) 483-6512   
Copyright 2009 – Bryan Clark.  All rights reserved. 
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February 14/15, 2009     Study Questions 

Living Like Christians 

Body Life 
1 Corinthians 12:1-31 

Pastor Bryan Clark 

 

Opening Discussion 
 

1. What has been your experience with the concept of ―spiritual gifts?‖ 

 

2. What service roles have you experienced in the body?  Share both good and bad 

experiences.   

 

3. Have you ever been part of a divided, conflicted church body?  Why did it lack unity and 

what was the effect on you? 

 

 

Bible Study 
 

1. Review the main points of  1 Corinthians 11:17-34.  If we get Paul’s message in 11:17-34 

most of the issues of chapters 12-14 go away.  

 

2. Read 1 Corinthians 12:1-3.  What appears to be part of the problem Paul is addressing?  

Keep this in mind through chapter 14. 
 

 

3. Read 1 Corinthians 12:4-11.  According to verses 4-6, how does the Trinity model for us 

what we’ve been called to be as the body of Christ?  (see 11:3) 
 

 

4. Try not to get distracted with trying to define all the gifts for now.  Have someone read these 

verses putting emphasis on what Paul seems to be emphasizing.  What’s the main point? 
 

 

5. Read 1 Corinthians 12:12,13.  Notice the past tense language ―we were all baptized into one 

body.‖  Knowing how carnal many of the Corinthian believers were, how could Paul say 

they were ―all‖ baptized?  Is it automatic at salvation or an evidence of some special 

spiritual experience?  Why?  (See Romans 8:9.  Can you be a believer and not have the 

Spirit?) 
 

 

6. Read 1 Corinthians 12:14-26.  What do you learn about service in the body from the analogy 

of the human body? 
 

 

7. Read 1 Corinthians 12:27-31.  What do you think Paul means by the ―greater gifts?‖ 

(remember our definition of  ―gifts‖)  Paul is saying we should seek what rather than what? 
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Application 
 

1. Are you currently serving in the body of Christ? (Remember serving in the body of Christ is 

not synonymous with serving in the church building). 

 

 

 

2. If not, what are some practical steps you can take to pursue a service role? 

 

 

 

 

3. For those who are serving, what might you share with those not currently serving to 

encourage them to consider their calling to serve? 
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