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Several years ago there were several books that came out by different authors on the topic of grace. 

Now I’m all about grace, but it seemed to me they were misunderstanding grace. Putting it together 

with the concept of our position in Christ that God sees us through who we are in Christ, which is 

correct theology, but combining that with the idea of grace, led to the conclusion that God seems to 

be almost unaware and unaffected by how we live our lives. It’s as if God really didn’t even know 

because He’s shielded by this thing called grace.  That’s not what grace means at all. As a matter of 

fact, there are a number of New Testament passages that remind us that God, as a loving father 

disciplines His children.  The Corinthians were engaged in behavior that was so offensive to God 

that He put some of them to death.  

 

Now that certainly raises the question: what were these people doing? Well, if you have a Bible, 

turn to 1 Corinthians 11 and we’ll find out.  I promised you at the beginning of this study...never a 

dull moment with the Corinthians. Opening up chapter 11, Paul said there are some things that I can 

praise you for, I think concerning the discussion last week, but when he gets to this particular 

discussion he says I have nothing good to say to you.  I mean this is a very sobering text.  

 

Verse 17:  

But in giving this instruction, I do not praise you, because you come together not for 

the better but for the worse. (*NASB, 1 Corinthians 11:17) 

That’s the essence of what this text is about.  When the Corinthians were coming together as the 

people of God, they walked away worse than they were before.   As those who have trusted Jesus 

Christ as Savior, the Bible describes you as a citizen of heaven, you are a resident alien, you don’t 

belong here anymore, you don’t fit here anymore. And every day as we seek to follow Jesus we are 

aware of that, we feel that.  The world doesn’t understand us.  We have a whole different way of 

defining our significance and our value. We live a completely different value system; we’re 

different in how we spend our money.  We’re different in how we spend our time.  We’re different 

in how we live our lives.  The world doesn’t understand us.  The only place where our faith makes 

sense is when we gather as the people of God.   When we gather as resident aliens together there is 

a context in which who we are as the people of God makes sense.   

 

But if when we come together it’s actually worse instead of better there’s nowhere else to go.  

That’s what Paul is addressing in this particular passage.  

 

Verse 18:  

For, in the first place, when you come together as a church, I hear that divisions exist 

among you; and in part, I believe it. For there must also be factions among you, so 

that those who are approved may become evident among you. (vs. 18-19) 
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Paul says, “I hear there are factions or divisions” and he says he believes it.  Of course we say this 

all the way back in the early chapters that because of their spiritual arrogance, their spiritual pride 

there were factions and divisions and so Paul says, “I don’t have any problem believing this.”  

There’s a couple of different ways that you can take verse 19. Many commentators would say it’s 

just saying that there are going to be factions in the church, but those are opportunities for the true 

Christ followers to emerge. When everybody else is dividing into their camps, then the true Christ 

follower can step up and be different.  But I think verse 19 is different than that.  I think what’s 

being said, I think it’s a sarcastic statement and Paul has made several of these to the Corinthians.  

What he is saying is based on what I know about your spiritual arrogance, based on the fact that 

some of you think you are a cut above; that it only stands to reason that there are going to be 

factions so that you can demonstrate that you are the spiritual elite.  In other words there will be an 

expression of that.  You will figure out a way to divide yourselves off and show that you are the 

approved.  You are the elite among us.  I think that’s what he is saying.  It’s the natural conclusion 

to that arrogant behavior. 

 

Verse 20:  

 

Therefore when you meet together, it is not to eat the Lord's Supper, for in your 

eating each one takes his own supper first; and one is hungry and another is drunk.  

 

Not what is he talking about here?  In the ancient world, they often had social gatherings 

typically in someone’s home.  You take a large home and people would gather.  When people 

would gather together, it was very important where you were invited to sit.  It’s hard for us to 

really appreciate this in our culture, but there was this very strong message that the closer you 

got to what we might call the head table, to the place of prominence, that really identified 

where you fit in the culture.  So you would show up at a party, at a social gathering and you 

would hold your breath waiting to see where they would seat you because that made a huge 

statement.  So everyone was working toward a better seat – moving up in the pecking order.  It 

was also true that it one of the ways that the wealthy kind of identified themselves as such as 

they supposedly had a compassion for the poor.  What that meant in their economy is that the 

poor would be allowed to come to these events but not to come inside.  They didn’t have a seat 

at the table as it were, but they could gather outside, kind of in a courtyard or what we would 

say, around the dumpster.  And they would intentionally bring out some subpar food.  They 

would bring out the worst of the wine, but it was something and they would justify that they 

had compassion for the poor.  So there was a very clear distinction between those who got in 

and those who were out and it was a very intentional statement. 

 

It was also true in the ancient world that there weren’t a lot of things to spend money on like 

today.  Today the wealthy have unlimited choices.  But in the first century, there weren’t that 

many choices so one of things that identified wealth was a life of leisure.  If you had enough 

wealth that you could pretty much be leisurely all day while the rest of the world worked, that 

was kind of your statement that you had arrived.  And so it wasn’t all that unusual at their 

parties that they would show up mid-afternoon and they would sit around and they would eat 

the finest foods and they would drink until they were drunk and they would basically just party 

all day while the rest of the world worked and that also made a strong social statement.   

 

What was happening is the Corinthians were bringing that into the context of the people of 

God.  You can tell in verses 33 and 34 that’s kind of a summary of what was happening is the 

wealthy class, the elite, the spiritually superior would gather mid-afternoon and they would 

have a meal together.  And they would eat the finest food and they would drink until they were 
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drunk.  By the time the rest of the church gathered, there was no food left, they wealthy class – 

they were drunk and there was a very clear statement that we matter and you don’t.  That we’re 

valuable and you’re not.  We’re the elite and you’re not and so this sense of value from the 

culture was being brought into the church so when they gathered together, rather than the 

church being the one place where there was a value system, it was just more of the same.  The 

working class, the poor would show up and they would hear the message again, “you don’t 

matter, you have no value, you’re insignificant, you’re second rate at best”.  It’s pretty much 

the practice that was going on.  

 

Verse 22: 

  

“What is wrong with you people?”  That’s kind of a Bryan translation but that is what he is 

saying, “What is wrong with you people”. (laughter) Do you not have houses in which to 

eat and drink? Or do you despise the church of God, and shame those who have 

nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I praise you? In this I will not praise you.    
(vs. 20-22)  

 

He’s not saying that it’s an ok thing to do at home, but he is saying if you have to behave like 

that then do it somewhere else.  Go somewhere else, don’t do it among the people of God.  

“What is wrong with you shaming those that have less, bringing the value system of the world 

into the people of God.”   

 

Starting in verse 23 then, he gets into the theology, the rational of why that’s so offensive to 

God.  Typically these meals were referred to as the Love Feast.  The intent of these was a time 

to bring the church together, they would come together and spend time together, they would 

experience community together, and then it would roll into the Lord’s Supper and that’s what 

was happening here only it was done with this value system. 

 

For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus 

in the night in which He was betrayed took bread; and when He had given thanks, He 

broke it and said, "This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of 

Me." In the same way He took the cup also after supper, saying, "This cup is the new 

covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me." For 

as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until 

He comes. (vs. 23-26) 

 

This behavior of shaming the poor led right into a celebration of communion.  So Paul is reminding 

them what communion is about which is just another way of reminding us what the essence of the 

Gospel is about.  Now there is a lot of discussion about what the word “is” means.  Does it mean 

that the bread “is” the body of Jesus?  Does it become the body of Jesus?  Is it the body of Jesus?  

Or it merely symbolic – it represents, it’s metaphorical.  The Greek word actually is kind of a wash, 

it can mean either, and it’s used both ways in the New Testament.  It’s used as “is literal”, as “is 

figurative.”  So that’s kind a wash, goes either way.   

 

So we have to ask ourselves several questions. What does he mean?  One of the things we do know 

is for hundreds and hundreds and hundreds of years, the elements of Passover were symbolic, 

everybody agrees with that.  They were symbolic of what happened back in the Exodus and so you 

take the elements of Passover and Jesus redefines them with new meaning.  The logical conclusion 

would be they still are metaphorical unless there is some clear reason why we would now take them 

as literal.  Jesus talked this way all the time. He said, “I am the shepherd, the gate, the water, I’m the 
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rock”.  I mean, He used that language all the time.  Why would we all of a sudden say, but this isn’t 

metaphorical, this is literal.   

 

Another problem with that is Jesus was with them when He said it.  Jesus actually handed them the 

bread and said, “This is my body.”   They weren’t cannibalizing Him.  Surely He meant it as 

metaphorical because He was with them in flesh in blood when He made the statement.  Even more 

than that, we know that the Jewish believers had strong, strong feelings toward the dietary laws.  As 

a matter of fact, deep into the book of Acts we see Peter erupting when he’s invited to violate those 

dietary laws, so we know that at the time of the Upper Room, these laws are clearly still in effect.  

You would never eat the flesh and drink the blood – it was everything that they had been taught was 

wrong.  There would have been a major eruption.  I mean, it seems most likely that they understand 

it as Passover had been for hundreds of years.  This is metaphorical language.  “This represents my 

body, this represents my blood.”   

 

But it’s more than that.  When we start understanding the elements have spiritual value, we lose the 

point.  We start thinking on the basis of something I am taking and doing and ingesting, I’m 

becoming more spiritual; that’s the exact opposite of the point.  The point is that this is what Jesus 

has done for me.  His body was broken for me.  So when I come to the elements there is a reminder 

that Jesus did for me what I could not do for myself.  He did it.  Not me.  And it’s His broken body 

that provides my salvation.  When He talks about the cup bringing in the new covenant, it’s really 

important that we grasp this concept of cup.  Sometimes we talk about the bread and the juice or the 

bread and the wine, but New Testament language is not wine and juice, it’s cup, because cup is 

symbolic from the Old Testament of God’s wrath.  It’s really important that we don’t soften this 

language.  This is what Jesus dealt with in the garden of Gethsemane when He said, “Father, if there 

is any way possible, let this cup pass from me.”  Because when Jesus looked in the cup, what He 

saw was the wrath of God for all eternity that you and I deserved would be poured out on Him on 

the cross.  And so the cup is symbolic that the wrath of God was poured out upon Jesus on the cross.   

 

Now when you think about the broken body and the shed blood of Jesus, there is a tendency to think 

that these are two ways of saying the same thing.  I don’t think that’s correct.  I think rather there’s 

a progression in the elements.  And the idea of the broken body is carrying the idea that Jesus was 

broken on the cross for us.  So when we identify with Jesus on the cross, we identify with His 

brokenness.  In essence what He is saying is we were broken to the idea that we could be our own 

God.  We’re broken to the idea that we could be our own Savior.  We’re broken to the idea that 

somehow we can jump through enough religious hoops to somehow merit favor with God.  So we 

end up dead, broken.  That way is a total and utter failure.  So Jesus’ broken body on the cross 

represents our deadness to that first life.  Then having become dead, it is the blood of Christ that 

breathes in the new life of the New Covenant.  It’s the blood of Jesus that was shed for our sin; it’s 

the basis by which we are alive.  It’s the basis by which we will be alive for eternity.   So the 

elements are really in essence saying we came to a point of brokenness as Jesus was broken for us 

and we were brought to life through the blood of Jesus that ushered in the New Covenant, the new 

life that now would be possible through what Jesus did for us on the cross.  He took our wrath on 

the cross.  That’s the symbolism, that’s the picture of the elements of communion. 

 

He says in verse 26, that every time we do this we proclaim this message until Jesus returns.  What 

does he mean by that?  Who are we proclaiming the message to?  Communion is not an outreach 

event.  We’re not proclaiming it to the unsaved.  We’re proclaiming it to one another.  In essence 

what we’re saying every time we partake in communion is we are reminding ourselves that we as 

the people of God are a broken people.  We are a people that came to the end of ourselves; we are 

broken people and recognize that apart from Jesus work on the cross there is no hope of salvation.  
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Therefore, the people of God are the broken people of God.  And every time we come to 

communion we are reminding one another, “ By the way, lest you have a tendency to become 

spiritually arrogant, let’s remember, we’re broken people.”  Paul said in chapter 4 verse 7, “What do 

you have that you did not receive?  And if you received it, then why do you act like you didn’t 

receive it?”  He was challenging their arrogance, their thinking that somehow they are better than 

somebody else; somehow they are more spiritual than somebody else.  

 

Now in the Corinthian case, he’s dealing with issues of wealthy versus the poor but it’s any 

division.  It could be the rich versus the poor, could be on the basis of race, could be on the basis of 

generations, could be on the basis of tattooed versus the non-tattooed.  Could be on the basis of how 

people dress, anything that we get into our head that causes us to think somehow our spirituality is 

more than theirs.  Somehow we are more righteous in the eyes of God than that person or that 

person or that person.  So when we come together for communion, we’re saying, “hey wait a 

minute, none of that’s true.  The value system that divides the world does not belong in the church 

of Jesus Christ.  When we come together as the people of God, we are a broken people and we are 

all made righteous the same way, by the blood of Jesus.” So you see the behavior of the Corinthians 

was in direct contradiction to the point of communion.   

 

Verse 27:  

  

Therefore if this proclamation of the Gospel is true, therefore whoever eats the bread 

or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner, shall be guilty of the body and 

the blood of the Lord. But a man must examine himself, and in so doing he is to eat of 

the bread and drink of the cup. For he who eats and drinks, eats and drinks 

judgment to himself, if he does not judge the body rightly.  (vs. 27-29) 

 

What is he saying there; what does he mean? “Eating the bread and drinking the cup in an 

unworthy manner.”  Now this is getting to the point.  If God was so offended by the behavior that 

He actually put some to death, this is a serious question.  What does it mean to partake in an 

unworthy manner? Let me tell you what it doesn’t mean.  It doesn’t mean that if you’ve totally 

blown it this week, if you’ve come in as a struggler and your heart is broken and you have grieved 

God and you come crawling up to the communion table, does that mean that you are unworthy?  

The answer is absolutely not.  As a matter of fact, I would suggest you are probably the most 

worthy among us this morning because you have a very keen awareness of your brokenness or your 

sinfulness, of your desperate need for a Savior.  You probably get it better than most of us.  No, it’s 

those of us who come to the table and think “this week I am worthy”; it’s at that point we have 

become unworthy because our hearts have been filled with spiritual arrogance. 

 

This is the danger, that over time we start to think on the basis of our performance we’re worthy.  

Let’s see, let me think about this week.  I didn’t commit adultery, I didn’t watch pornography, I 

didn’t cheat in my business.  Check, check, check, check so this morning I am worthy.  Uh oh, that’s 

trouble – because you’re not.  You’re not. That’s the whole point.  Paul talked to the Galatians.  He 

said, “You foolish Galatians.  You started on the basis of the spirit.  What makes you think you can 

finish this race on the basis of your flesh?” This is what happens to us, somewhere along the way 

we lose sight that it was the broken body and the shed blood that made us worthy.  It has nothing to 

do with our spiritual performance, it has nothing to do with our ability to make ourselves right.  The 

whole point of examining ourselves, the whole point of what it means to be worthy is to come to 

grips with the fact that we are a broken people and we come crawling on our hands and knees as a 

broken people recognizing the only basis by which I have a relationship with God is the broken 

body of Jesus and the shed blood of Jesus. 
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We examine our hearts to see if there is self-righteousness, to see if there is spiritual arrogance, to 

see if somewhere along the way we have lost our way.  And we fail to realize the basis by which we 

come to God. 

 

If you look at any other Christian that may be dramatically different from you and you say, I think 

my Christianity is better than theirs, I think my walk is better than theirs, I think my way is better 

than theirs, I think somehow these behaviors make me more spiritual than them, you’ve lost your 

way;  you’ve lost your way.  You’ve forgotten that the message of the Gospel is ultimately a 

message of brokenness.  That’s what he means when he says “when you judge the body rightly”.  

What’s he talking about, the body of Christ?  The body of Jesus?  The answer is “yes, yes, yes”. 

 

Chapter 10 he made the same argument.  That it is the broken body of Jesus that we partake of that 

makes us one body.  So we are a broken body who identify ourselves together with the broken body 

that was broken on the cross.  Therefore, to judge the body rightly means “ok, I get it.  His body was 

broken for me, which means we aren’t just the body of Christ, we are the broken body of Christ and 

I can’t ever forget that.”  Our theology says there’s no basis for devaluing, there’s no basis for better 

than or worse than; there’s no basis for the value system that defines the culture being brought into 

the body of Christ because it just doesn’t belong here.  It’s offensive to God because God is the first 

one to say, “Hey wait a minute.  You didn’t do this.  I did and I don’t ever want you to forget that.”   

 

Verse 30: 

 

For this reason many among you are weak and sick, and a number sleep. But if we 

judged ourselves rightly, we would not be judged. But when we are judged, we are
 

disciplined by the Lord so that we will not be condemned along with the world. 

So then, my brethren, when you come together to eat, wait for one another. If anyone 

is hungry, let him eat at home, so that you will not come together for judgment. The 

remaining matters I will arrange when I come.  (vs. 30-34) 

 

It reminds them that because they are filled with spiritual arrogance, they are filled with spiritual 

pride, and that’s causing them to shame their spiritual brothers when in the eyes of God they are 

equal.  He says that “because of that behavior I can’t take it anymore.  Some of you have been made 

sick and some of you I’ve actually put to death.”   Now He’s quick to say this doesn’t mean they are 

condemned, it doesn’t mean they’ve lost their salvation, just the opposite.  So they would NOT be 

condemned along with the world.  He just said, I’ve had it, you’re coming home.  He is also pretty 

clear that if we judge ourselves, then it isn’t necessary to be disciplined. 

 

The last couple of verses are relevant to the issue in Corinth.  He’s just talking about this current 

behavior, what they’re doing and that needs to stop.  That wouldn’t necessarily be the issue for us.  

But as we begin to think about the relevance to us, it’s important to understand this is about 

communion, but it’s about more than communion.  What the text is about is not necessarily 

communion, what the text is about is that when the church of Jesus Christ gathers together we 

should be better as a result of it, not worse.  This should be the one place where people have a sense 

of value, a sense of acceptance, a sense that this is the one place in the world that I fit, where I’m 

valued, where I matter – it’s different that the value system of the world.  The idea of the Lord’s 

Supper is just reminding us that’s the essence of the Gospel.  That’s everything that we believe to be 

true as the people of God.  We are a broken people. 

 



 7 

 

Several years ago I went to the Broadway musical “Cats”.  I’m kind of a musical junkie. I’d heard 

so much about it and basically you have a story about one big fat cat whose name is Deuteronomy 

who kind of sits on his throne and appears to be the judge. You have one cat after another that 

comes out and struts his stuff in front of Deuteronomy and then goes off the stage.  And it’s one 

after another after another strutting his stuff before Deuteronomy.  At the end of the first  

half right before intermission, there’s an alley cat that comes wandering out and kind of wanders 

across the stage.  Quite a contrast to the rest who have been strutting their stuff and he walks off the 

stage and that’s intermission.  I remember at intermission I bumped into someone I know and he 

said to me, “Do you get this thing?”  I said, “I don’t get it at all. This is really confusing.”  

 

The second half was more of the same.  One cat after another strutting their stuff.  Finally gets to 

the end and out comes this straggly alley cat again.  And the alley cat kind of makes his way across 

the stage.  The alley cat has no stuff to strut and that’s very obvious. The only thing this alley cat 

can do is appeal to the grace and the mercy of Deuteronomy the judge.  And suddenly that cat is 

chosen to be reborn.  And that cat is complete transformed. 

 

I walked away thinking, “I don’t get that, what’s the deal here.” I did know enough to know that 

Cats was taken from a poem written by T.S. Elliott.  T.S. Elliott was a Christian and really was not 

given to such frivolities, so in typical fashion I had to figure this thing out.  So I went on a mission 

and figured out what T.S. Elliott meant.  T.S. Elliott was seeking to create an imagery.  

Deuteronomy actually means “law” or “second law”.  So Deuteronomy was the law, the judge, was 

God Himself.  Each one of these cats was seeking to strut its stuff before God to demonstrate that he 

was worthy to be chosen.  But it was the one cat who had no stuff to strut that could only appeal to 

the grace and mercy of the judge that was chosen and changed.  Now I don’t know if Broadway gets 

this or not, but that’s clearly what T.S. Elliott intended. 

 

The world is filled with religious people who are strutting their stuff.  They are convinced that if 

they strut their stuff, that if they jump through the hoops, if they do enough of their religious 

behavior somehow that makes them a cut above.  Somehow that makes them acceptable to God.  

Somehow that puts them in the category of the spiritual elite.  But the Bible tells us that it is only 

the alley cat that has no stuff to strut, that can do nothing more than in brokenness appeal to the 

grace and the mercy of God that is chosen and radically transformed into a new creation.  We are 

not just the body of Christ; we are the broken body of Christ.  Every time the church gathers there 

should be this one place contrary to the value system and the divisions of the culture that divide us 

in so many ways.  There should be this one place where there is a value system that is different and 

everybody is loved, everybody is accepted, everybody is equally valued, everybody is equally 

broken and transformed by the blood of Jesus. You say, “Wow, that would be like a taste of 

heaven.”  That’s exactly right.   

 

If you remember in our Life after Death series the whole point of the resurrection and who we are 

today as resident aliens, as citizens of heaven, is we are citizens of heaven on earth bringing a value 

system from the future into the present.  To give people just a taste of what lies ahead.  This 

unimaginable place where everybody is loved, everybody’s affirmed, everybody’s accepted, 

everybody belongs.  No one is more than, no one is less than, just broken people redeemed by the 

blood of Jesus.   

 

Here the challenging assignment.  There’s only one way that’s going to happen. It’s your 

responsibility, it’s your responsibility.  Every single one of us is responsible as a Christ follower to 

recognize every single time the church comes together, whether it’s in this place, whether it’s in the 
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coffeehouse, or whether it’s in the parking lot, or whether it’s in your home; every time the church 

comes together there should be a mindset that we walk away today better because we were together.  

You say, that’s right, “these people need to accept me”.  If that’s what’s in your heart, your heart is 

filled with arrogance.  You got it all backwards.  It should be “I need to do everything in my power 

to accept them.  No matter who they are, no matter how different they look, no matter how different 

they seem.”  Every encounter when the people of God come together, there should be something in 

our heart that says that we need to make sure that when we walk away today we’re better, we’re 

better because we were together today.  The one place where there’s a value system unlike anything 

else the world offers.   

 

If you walk through these doors this morning and you’ve got it in your head that somehow your 

brand of Christianity, somehow on the basis of your performance you’re a cut above.  The culture 

may tell you are on the basis of any number of things, but you need to know, you’re not here.  

You’re not here; we are all a broken people.  But it’s equally true, if you walk through these doors 

this morning and you feel like somehow you are less than, somehow you are of less value because 

the world pumps that message at you all week long; you walk through these doors and you feel like 

you are of less significance and you have less value, that you really don’t fit and don’t belong 

anywhere, you need to understand that you need to let that go.  The reason that you feel that way is 

you are still embracing the value system of the world.  That’s just as offensive to God.  You need to 

get a grip on the Gospel.  The grip on the Gospel is recognizing we’re all broken people, we’re all 

sinners and misfits and losers broken and redeemed by the blood of Jesus.  There is no greater 

than, there is no less than.  There’s just broken people radically transformed by the power of 

Jesus. 

 

My prayer is that everyone of us would own the responsibility that every time the people of God 

gather in any place, we do everything in our power to make sure that people walk away better 

because we were together today.  May it be so. 

 
Father, we are thankful for your amazing grace.  Lord, somewhere along the way it is so easy to 

become spiritually arrogant.  To come to the communion table and look at our checklist and think 

today I am worthy and in that moment I am most unworthy. Lord, I am nothing more than a broken 

person radically changed by the blood of Jesus.  Lord, in your eyes there is no greater than or less 

than in this building this morning.  Lord, may we live in such a way that we know that’s true.  Lord, 

in these moments ahead as we partake of the elements, speak to our hearts.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
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Opening Discussion 
 

1. What are some “differences” that could manifest themselves in a church?  Have you ever 

been in a church where those differences turned into divisions? 

 

 

2. Have you ever been involved in a church split?  What happened?  Could it have been 

prevented? 

 

 

3. What are some ways a church might value one group of people over another? 

 
 

 

Bible Study 
 

1. Read 1 Corinthians 11:17-22.  What was the problem in Corinth as you understand it?  In 

what ways might churches today discriminate against the poor or exalt the rich? 

 

 

2. Who else might get discriminated against in a church besides the poor? 

 

 

3. Read 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 (compare Luke 22:17-20).  What is the Lord’s Supper really all 

about?  What is the point?  How does this discussion fit with the issue in 11:17-22?   

 

 

4. Read 1 Corinthians 11:27-34. What does it mean to “drink the cup of the Lord in an 

unworthy manner?” 

 

 

5. What does it mean to judge the body rightly?  See 10:16, 17. 

 

 

6. The particular issue in Corinth had to do with behavior at the “Love Feast” before the Lord’s 

Supper but the bigger issue is any discrimination or devaluing of anyone who is part of the 

body of Christ.  Read 1 Corinthians 4:7.  Why is it offensive to God for us to call ourselves 

Christians but promote one person as more important than another? 
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Application 
 

1. Is there a person or group of people at church that you devalue?  If so, what do you need to 

do to live more consistent with the “broken body” message of the Gospel? 

 

 

 

2. Are there any groups at LBC you feel get discriminated against?  Are there divisions that 

concern you?   If you answer yes to this question please email your answer to 

droberts@lincolnberean.org for our awareness.  Someone will follow up to hear your 

thoughts and concerns. 

 

 
 

3. For LBC to truly be a place where all people are celebrated and valued each person must do 

his or her part in making this happen.  Are you willing to commit yourself before God to do 

your part in making sure no one ever leaves the LBC campus without feeling accepted and 

valued?  Can you commit to the same value for your small group? 
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