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I’ve pretty much been a competitive person all my life...before I became so very spiritual. 
(Laughter)  It could be a problem.  I’m sure my mom could share many stories of ways I 
annoyed my parents and my siblings with my need to win.  It’s there, in that language, that you 
find the problem.  People that are highly competitive like me, it’s not just that we like to win; 
it’s that we need to win.  It becomes the basis of our self-esteem.  It becomes the basis of our 
sense of significance.  It becomes how we define ourselves.  So it really doesn’t matter if it’s a 
game of Monopoly or an athletic event or running a business.  A lot of what this world would 
define as success is actually driven by a very unhealthy dark side.  It’s a need to win.  Now it’s 
not necessarily bad to be competitive.  I think that’s the way God has made me.  What we 
choose to do with that is the issue. 
 
I would say over the years there are two things that have helped me process and understand and 
manage this part of my personality.  One is just growing in my understanding of the concept of 
grace.  The more I understand the realities of grace, the more it sets me free.  But second would 
be this text that we come to this morning.  I remember years ago reading this text and finally 
understanding what to do with this part of my personality.  I think the text this morning has a 
lot to say to all of us.  But if you happen to be wired like me, I think it will be especially 
helpful.  If you have a Bible, turn with me to 1 Corinthians, chapter 9.   
 
If you're visiting with us this morning we’re just working our way through the New Testament 
book of 1 Corinthians.  We’re in a section in the book now where Paul is talking about our 
rights, our liberties, and our freedoms.  In Chapter 8 he told us that we do have liberty.  We do 
have freedom in Christ but that liberty is always subject to love.  Love always wins out over 
liberty.  In chapter 9 he told us that, “Yes, we’re free; but more than anything else, we’re free 
to sacrifice.  We’re free to leave it all on the field, to pay the ultimate price in order to 
accomplish the mission, the calling that God has given us.” 
 
We pick that theme up in verse 19: 
 

For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a slave to all... 
(*NASB, 1Corinthians 9:19a) 
 

Let’s just go that far.  The wording in that opening statement is really very important.  What does he 
mean when he says, “I am free from all, but have made myself a slave to all”? This really takes us 
back to the opening three or four chapters of this book. We talked a lot about this and understanding 
the difference between a performance-based value system and God’s economy of grace. 
 
A performance-based value system is a value system that defines our world.  As matter of fact, apart 
from the concept of grace, there is no alternative.  The world is driven by this value system, and 
religion is just kind of a God version of the value system of this world.  It is ultimately saying that 
my value, my significance, my worth, my self-esteem is all based on my ability to perform.  The 
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better I perform, the higher my sense of value or significance or worth.  The heart and soul of a 
performance-based value system is competition and comparison.   
 
When we talk about performance we have to say, “Well, compared to whom?  How is it I define my 
performance?”  Well, it’s got to be a comparison; it’s how I perform compared to you.  So life 
becomes a competition, and it could be in hundreds of different ways.  It can be how I look.  It can 
be in how funny I am.  It can be in my grades.  It can be in my ability in music.  It can be how much 
money I make, what kind of a car I drive, what kind of a house I live in.  It could be a hundred 
different ways that we compare ourselves with one another in order to determine whether or not we 
have value, whether or not we have significance, whether or not we really matter in this world. 
 
The Bible is very clear; that’s a value system that will ultimately cause us to crash and burn.  There 
is a no win with that value system.  If I have a high sense of self-esteem, it’s because I compared 
myself with you and I think I’m better, and that can only lead to arrogance; and arrogance 
ultimately destroys. Or if I compare myself with you and I don’t think I compare so well, then it just 
puts my sense of self in the tanker, and I have a very low self-esteem; and that never leads to 
anything good.  But either way it’s a value system that ultimately can’t work.  People that buy into 
this value system are just on a roller-coaster because it goes up and down and up and down.  
Typically in a given day it will go up and down, just depending on what we’re comparing and with 
whom we’re comparing ourselves. When you choose to buy into that value system, you have made 
yourself a slave to all.  You live your life in bondage.  You live your life as a slave to the opinion of 
every single person, and you're constantly wondering how you compare with “so-and-so”, and 
you're enslaved by that.  It’s a miserable way to live. 
 
The alternative is God’s economy of grace.  God’s economy of grace is ultimately recognizing that I 
cannot perform well enough for God.  Religion is a performance-based system.  It’s saying if I do 
this…if I don’t do that…if I somehow perform well...God will be happy with me.  God will be 
pleased with me, and maybe I’ll be one of the few that make it into Heaven.  Grace is an 
acknowledgment that I can't perform well enough for God, so Jesus did for me what I could not do 
for myself, and He offers that to me as a gift.  Jesus paid my price on Calvary.  He died for my sins 
because I could not perform well enough to make myself right before God.  Therefore Jesus 
performed for me what I could not do for myself.  So I die to this sense of performance and say, 
“Okay, I admit it; I can't be good enough.  And I died to that way of thinking, and I accept what 
Jesus did for me and I receive His offer of salvation as a gift.” 
 
But grace is much more than that.  Grace sets me free because now my sense of value, my sense of 
significance, my sense of worth comes from being rightly related to God. I didn’t perform for it; it 
was simply given to me as a gift.  Therefore every single day, regardless of my performance, 
regardless of how I compare with anyone else, my sense of self, my sense of value, my sense of 
worth remains the same because it’s constantly rooted in grace, rooted in the character of God.  
Therefore I have been set free.  I no longer have to compete with you; I no longer have to compare 
with you.  How well you perform is irrelevant as it relates to how I perform.  That is no longer my 
sense of self and my sense of worth.  So it’s actually set me free to truly serve you.  
 
Until you really understand grace, you can't really love someone because someone is the competitor.  
I can't really love you and serve you if you're my competitor.  The better you do, the lower my self-
esteem.  I can't afford that until I understand grace. Then I’ll find my sense of value rooted in God, 
so I’m free to love you and serve you and celebrate you as the person God’s made you to be.   
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That’s what Paul is talking about here.  It’s on the basis of grace that I am free from all men.  I’m no 
longer locked into the bondage of a performance-based system, which has set me free to do what? 
To become a slave to all men.  Because he has set me free, now I can willingly choose to serve the 
people around me as a right response to my freedom. 
 
You say, “Well, why would He do that?” 
 

…so that I may win more.  (vs. 19b) 
 

The word win here isn’t so much like in win/loss.  The word is actually a financial term.  It carries 
more the idea of return on investment. As I proclaim the gospel I might get a better return on my 
investment, and to do that I have to choose to use my freedom to make myself a slave to others. 
 
Now there are several interesting things to think about related to that statement.  One is as it defines 
the purpose of the Christian life.  What do you think your purpose is as a Christian?   If you think 
your purpose is primarily about you and that God’s there to continually bless you and do you favors 
and try and make an easy way through this life, you're going to be sadly disappointed.  But more 
than that, everything that Paul talks about here makes no sense.  Why would I sacrifice my 
freedoms and my rights if my Christian life is all about me?  But if you understand that our call as 
Christians is about accomplishing the mission, it’s about getting the job done; it’s about proclaiming 
the message of salvation. There is coming a day of rest, a day of paradise, but that day isn’t today.  
Right now we’re at war, and I’m called as a soldier into the trenches to get the job done.  And that 
requires sacrifice; that requires giving up my rights; that requires becoming a slave to others. 
 
It’s also interesting to think about it as it relates to the doctrine of election—or God’s choosing.  
The Bible is very clear that God chooses, that God has an elect for salvation.  You’ve been chosen 
by God before the foundation of the world as those who are holy and blameless before Him in love.  
(Ephesians 1:4.)  There’s no question about that; I do believe that.  But it has to be balanced by the 
biblical teaching, “Whosoever will, may come.”  And it does matter how we live our lives and how 
we present ourselves and the message of salvation.   
 
That’s the whole point of this text. Paul is saying that I’m willingly giving up my rights because it 
brings a better return on the Gospel.  It’s easy for those to push that doctrine of election so far that 
they say, “Hey, the elect will get saved anyway; it doesn’t matter.”  Paul completely disagrees with 
that.  He says it does matter.  That’s why he’s yielding his rights.  That’s why he’s choosing to be 
very strategic for a better return of the Gospel. How do those two things work together?  I have no 
idea.  But you have to understand they’re both true, and somehow it’s sorted out in the mind of 
God. 
 
Another thing I think is interesting in that statement in verse 19, is it helps us to define what 
evangelism is, what outreach is.  It is not primarily a memorized presentation that we deliver to 
somebody in three minutes and then move on our way.  The whole point Paul is making is that we 
have to roll up our sleeves; we have to be strategic; and we have to get involved in people’s lives.  
That’s exactly what Jesus did when Jesus walked this earth.  
 
Now there’s nothing wrong with memorizing some sort of a presentation if that helps you.  But we 
have to move away from the idea that somewhere in the break room of work, I need three minutes 
to kind of dump the load on somebody and move on.  That doesn’t cost us anything and it is highly 
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ineffective.  It just typically offends people.  Paul is saying he became a slave to all.  Let’s roll up 
our sleeves and get involved in the mess in order to reach the people around us. 
 
He defines more what he means in verse 20: 
 

To the Jews I became as a Jew, so that I might win Jews; to those who are under Law, 
as under Law, though not being myself under Law, so that I might win those who are 
under Law;  
 

What does he mean there?  When he says he became to the Jews a Jew (of course Paul himself was 
Jewish), he’s talking about reaching the Jewish crowd—his fellow brothers and sisters—those who 
were Orthodox, those who were practicing Judaism, those who were immersed in their Jewish 
culture.  There was a large segment of them in Corinth and Paul is saying, “I bent over backwards 
not to offend them unnecessarily.”   
 
Did Paul continue to keep the Sabbath when he was with them?  Yes, I think he did.  Did he go to 
the temple with them?   Yes, I think he probably did.  Did he keep the different feasts and different 
rules with them?  Yes, I think he probably did.  When he was with his Jewish brothers and sisters, 
he did everything possible not to offend them where there was no need for offense, not to create 
additional barriers to the Gospel, rather than kind of flaunting his freedom and saying, “Hey, I don’t 
have to do that anymore.  You guys are all off on that.”  
 
Paul chose rather, when with the Jews, to be like a Jew in order to reach some of them with the 
Gospel.  He says, “…to those who are under law”.  Some of your translations may say “under the 
law”, but the definite article “the” isn’t in the Greek and I think it’s confusing there.  It almost 
makes it sound like Jews and the Jews.  But what he’s saying is to the Jew he became a Jew, “to 
those under law” (meaning just the legalism of religion).   
 
Corinth was a very religious city.  Christianity doesn’t have the corner of the market on legalism.  
Every religion has it.  As a matter of fact in every world religion, that’s all they offer.  Christianity 
is the only one that offers an alternative, which is this message of grace.  And so the highly religious 
Greeks in Corinth had all their rules and regulations that defined their religion.  Paul is saying that 
when I was with them, I tried to be very careful not to offend them unnecessarily, not to make 
issues out of things that weren’t issues in order to earn their trust, in order to earn the right to share 
with them the message of salvation. 
 
You’ve probably noticed this over the years, but religious people tend to be very defensive about 
their religion.  And oftentimes they don’t really like you telling them that they're wrong.   We 
sometimes feel this need to try to correct everything that we don’t think is correct, and all we do is 
create tension and conflict.  There’s no need to do that.  Paul is simply saying with this religious 
crowd he bent over backwards to try to be careful not to create stumbling blocks where there was no 
need for stumbling blocks, not to make issues out of things that didn’t need to be issues.  Now to do 
that, he had to give up some of his freedoms; he had to give up some of his rights.  He had to 
become a slave to them in order to be more effective in reaching them. 
 
Now the danger in this is they’re going to say, “Hey, wait a minute!  Paul agrees with us!  Paul 
agrees with us that you have to keep the Sabbath.  Paul agrees with us you have to do this…you 
have to do that.”  There are people that would go to the book of Acts and say, “After Paul became a 
Christian, Paul continued to keep all the things in the Law.”  And I would say, “Yes, when he was 
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with his Jewish brothers and sisters, that’s true.  But he wasn’t doing it because he was still under 
the Law.  He was doing it as a strategic move to bring a better return on the Gospel, because he’s 
going to tell us in a minute that when he was with his secular people, he lived as a secular person.  
He didn’t do those same things when he was with a different crowd.”   
 
Verse 21: 
 

…to those who are without law (in other words, the irreligious, the secularists), as 
without law, though not being without the law of God but under the law of Christ, so 
that I might win those who are without law.   
 

Now he’s talking about those who aren’t under the religious Law.  He’s not talking about those who 
are lawless in the criminal sense.  He’s talking about those that are irreligious.  We call them today 
secularists, those that really want nothing to do with religion. When Paul was with them, he sought 
to do everything in his power not to offend them unnecessarily in order to win their trust, in order to 
get a better return on the Gospel.  
 
Now he’s very careful to say that doesn’t mean he compromised who he was as a Christian.  He’s 
still under the law of God and ultimately under the law of Christ.  He cannot compromise who God 
has called him to be.  You can't go out partying with your buddies and think somehow that’s 
offering a testimony.  There still has to be the distinctiveness of who we are as the people of God.  
We often say “socialize without compromise”.  That’s the only way we still have a witness. 
 
But I think if we think about it, we are guilty of often bringing a lot of religious baggage into 
relationships with people that are very irreligious.  There are people that you work with, there are 
people you go to school with, there are people that live next door that are irreligious people.  
They’re secularists. They really have had it up to here with religion and they're very sensitive to 
this.  Oftentimes they’ve been deeply wounded by something in their past and they want nothing to 
do with religion.  Anything that reminds them of religion they really react to.  We need to know 
that; we need to understand that; we need to be sensitive to that.   
 
When we think it through, we don’t need to correct every political opinion that doesn’t agree with 
ours.  We don’t need to constantly tell them all the areas of their life where they're sinning, and the 
things that they're doing wrong, and where they need to clean up their act.  We need to be careful 
that we aren’t creating unnecessary offenses and we aren’t making issues out of things that don’t 
need to be issues, in order to cultivate a relationship and win the opportunity to share the Good 
News of Jesus. 
 
Back when we were in Broken Bow, one of my favorite things to do in the spring was go out with 
the ranchers. We’d get on horses and round up cows and calves, and we’d bring the herd in and then 
spend the day branding and the other stuff that you do to these little calves.  You know I’m 
unapologetically a cowboy wanna-be, so those were great moments for me, and it was a great way 
to get to know people in our community. 
 
One particular outing I was with a family from the church.  The wife was very dominant and the 
husband was kind of “fringy” at best, so I was trying to cultivate a relationship with him. We were 
out rounding up the cows and bringing them in, and doing the branding. He had quite a few cowboy 
friends; all of them had nothing to do with religion—a pretty rough crowd—you know, just really 
good-hearted guys, but a pretty rough crowd. And so over the course of the day they kind of 
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softened a little bit, and got to where they would at least kind of grunt in my direction and say an 
occasional word, and we got a little bit past the preacher thing.  Then we went inside for lunch, you 
know, the big two or three o’clock dinner. We all sat down at the table and we were all pretty 
smelly and stinky and “cow-y”, and you kind of have to imagine the scene sitting around this huge 
table.  After everybody was seated and it was time to serve the food, the wife was at the head of the 
table and she stood up on her feet, put both hands in the air, and she said, “Men, let us pray.”  And 
she launched into this lengthy prayer.  At first, you know, I’ve got one eye closed and with the other 
one I’m first looking at her husband who’s dying a thousand deaths and then I’m looking at these 
cowboys and they're looking for the door.    
 
But that’s the kind of silly stuff we can do, thinking somehow something good comes from that, 
without realizing how much damage we’re doing.  There was no reason for that.  And I can tell you 
after that lunch, for the rest of the day, they wouldn’t talk to me.  They associated all that with me, 
and that’s their hang-up with religion because, in their minds, that’s what it is and they didn’t want 
anything to do with that. 
 
Paul is simply saying that whether you're with a highly religious crowd, whether you're with a 
completely irreligious crowd, the strategy is to not create issues where there is no need for issues, 
not to create obstacles where there is no need for these obstacles.  Everything doesn’t have to be a 
fight; everything doesn’t have to be an issue.  Realize these people’s sensibilities and be willing to 
flex with that for the sake of the Gospel.  
 
Verse 22: 
 

 To the weak I became weak...  
(I think he’s pulling in chapter 8.  If you weren’t here for that, you might want to get the transcript.) 

…that I might win the weak; I have become all things to all men, so that I may by all 
means save some. I do all things for the sake of the gospel, so that I may become a 
fellow partaker of it. (vs.22-23) 
 

When he says “a fellow partaker of it”, what he’s talking about is he wants to be in the trenches.  He 
wants to see God change lives.  He wants to be part of what God is doing.  He doesn’t want to pull 
into town, deliver a message, and leave.  He wants to roll up his sleeves and get in the middle of it.  
He wants to see God radically change people’s lives and to do that, you have to choose to become a 
slave to all.  You have to choose to roll up your sleeves and get in the mess. 
 
Those of you here this morning whose goal is to avoid the messiness of the culture will rarely see 
God do remarkable things in the lives of people.  Where you're going to see that is in the midst of 
the mess, in the midst of the muck, in the midst of the chaos of the culture.  That’s where God does 
His work. 
 
Now we can already imagine what the objection to Paul’s strategy would be. Can you imagine 
people watching Paul in Corinth and watching the way he behaved when he was with the Jewish 
crowd, and with the Greek religious crowd, and with the secular crowd?  And it’s so different we 
say, “You know that Paul, he’s just wishy-washy; he doesn’t have any convictions at all.  He just 
gives in to peer pressure.  When he’s with the Jews he acts like the Jews.  When he’s with the 
Greeks, he acts like the Greeks.  When he’s with the seculars, he acts like the seculars.  You know 
Paul just has no convictions at all.  He’s just wishy-washy, like a chameleon.”   
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Paul’s going to tell us it’s just absolutely the opposite.  To do what He’s calling us to do takes 
unbelievable discipline and commitment, because Paul is doing it for the sake of the Gospel.  
 
Verse 24: 
 

Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but only one receives the prize? 
Run in such a way that you may win.   
 

Now that’s a verse that makes sense to me.  This is the verse I read years ago and said, “Okay, I get 
that one.  I don’t see any reason to be in a race if you aren’t running to win!  What’s the point?  It’s 
okay to be competitive.  That’s part of how God has made me.  But I need to channel my 
competitive energies into the things that ultimately matter.  If I’m going to run the Christian life as a 
race, then why run it if you aren’t running to win?  It’s not a friendly neighborhood jog; it’s a race.” 
 
Now when he says, “All are in this race, but only one receives the prize”, what is he saying?  Is he 
saying the whole world is in the race but only the Christians get the prize?  I don’t think so. That 
would be totally out of context with the passage.  Paul is writing to believers, and he’s talking to 
them about reaching non-believers.  He’s saying all Christians are in the race, but the only ones that 
receive a prize are those who run to win, those who are willing to use their freedoms to become a 
slave to bring a better return for the Gospel.  I don’t think he’s saying there’s only one winner. But 
he is saying those who win are those that understand what the purpose is, those that understand 
we’re in a race, and the point of the race is to win.  And if you aren’t in it to win, then what’s the 
point?  The point is to lay it all down for the sake of the Gospel.  We’re at war.  Life in the trenches 
is costly.  It’s hard but we’re in this to get the job done. 
 

Everyone who competes in the games exercises self-control in all things.  They then do 
it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable. Therefore I run in such a 
way, as not without aim; I box in such a way, as not beating the air; but I discipline 
my body and make it my slave, so that, after I have preached to others, I myself will 
not be disqualified.  (vs.25-27) 
 

Every other year in Corinth they had what would be like the Olympic Games. People came from all 
over.  It was a big deal, and the best of the best athletes in the Roman Empire competed.  So these 
images would have been very vivid to them—the boxers, the runners.  There was an understanding 
that these people are highly disciplined.  These people have sacrificed a great deal of their life in 
order to be the best they could be in order to win the race, and they do it for a perishable reason—a 
pine needle wreath that didn’t last long at all—just to say they won that day. 
 
A couple of weeks ago I was watching a football game on TV, and Michael Phelps, the Olympic 
swimmer, was in one of the boxes.  They caught a shot of him up in the box, and it was about a 10-
15 second blurb about his medals, and then they immediately went back to the game.  That was it—
onward with the game.  And I thought, you know, that is such a great shot of the stuff of this world.  
This summer he was like God himself.  He was on the front page of everything—a remarkable 
athletic achievement.  That was this summer.  Now here we are in December and it was really, 
“Hey, what have you done for me lately?”  Nice little swimmer this summer…let’s move on.  
 
That is the stuff of this world.  It is very short-lived at best.  And this is the best of the best—a 
remarkable Olympic accomplishment.  Think about how much of Michael Phelps’ life was set aside 
in order to focus and discipline himself to be the best of the best.   
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What do you suppose would happen if we as Christians had the same level of self-sacrifice, the 
same level of focus, the same level of discipline that Michael Phelps had for a temporary reward, if 
we as Christians had that same level of commitment for that which is eternal?  We would change 
the world!  That’s Paul’s point.  If these people are willing to do that for something that’s 
temporary, why would we not be willing to do that for that which lasts forever. 
 
When he talks about boxers here, I don’t think he’s talking about shadow-boxers.  He’s talking 
about in Corinth they had kind of the amateur ranks.  So basically they were prisoners; they were 
POWs; they were people who broke the law.  And they often would put them in a ring and fight to 
the death, and that was a form of entertainment.  But they weren’t fighters; they weren’t boxers; and 
so it was just kind of a free for all.  So you can imagine them watching these people put out so 
much energy boxing into the air, missing with so many punches, compared to the professionals who 
couldn’t afford to waste energy, and every punch landed and every punch was effective.  That’s 
what he’s talking about here.  He doesn’t want to be like those that are out flailing in the air and at 
the end of the day accomplish nothing.  He wants to be like those that are disciplined, those who 
make every punch count for the sake of the prize. 
 
Now what does he mean when he’s talking about “the prize”, and what does he mean when he’s 
talking about being “disqualified”?  The word disqualified has the same root word as the word 
tested in chapter 3:13 where he was talking about rewards that are works on this earth, go through 
the fire and they are tested.  They are disqualified if we do the wrong works or have the wrong 
motives for even the right works.  He’s saying here that, at the end of the day, I want what I've done 
to count.  I wanted to go through the fire.  I want that to be my reward, and I’ll hear the praise from 
the Father.  He doesn’t want to be someone who talks the talk but doesn’t really walk the walk.  He 
wants to roll up his sleeves; he wants to get in the middle of it, and he wants to discipline his life 
and give everything he has for that which will go through the fire and last. 
 
If you bring all this together, what Paul is saying is that we are here on purpose for a purpose.  We 
have been called by God to accomplish the mission.  We are soldiers.  So we use our freedoms in 
order to make ourselves slaves in order to accomplish the mission.  Whether people are highly 
religious, whether people are completely irreligious or anything in-between, it’s thinking 
strategically about not creating unnecessary offenses, not making issues out of things that don’t 
need to be issues, to roll up our sleeves and get involved in the messes and the difficulties of 
people’s lives, in order to earn the right to share the Good News of Jesus, to bring about the best 
return. 
 
So let’s think about that for a minute.  The year 2008 is all but over; one of the challenges we had 
was, “Each one reach one”.  I find the end of the year a good time to think about that.  How did that 
go for you?  I’m not asking if you know someone at work that doesn’t know Jesus.  I’m not asking 
if you made comments to someone in passing who doesn’t know Jesus.  I’m asking you, “Did you 
roll up your sleeves and did you get involved?  Did you pursue someone?  Did you prayerfully ask 
God to show you someone where you could get involved in the messes and the stuff in order to have 
the opportunity to lead somebody to Christ?” 
 
We can’t go back and relive 2008.  It’s gone.  But if you did not pursue someone in ’08, you need to 
stop and think about that and prayerfully consider that 2009 needs to be different.  If your strategy 
was to hope someone would come up to you and grab you by the lapels and say, “What must I do to 
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be saved?” and you delivered your little three-minute presentation and count that, what I’m 
suggesting is maybe you need to rethink the strategy.  Maybe that’s not working.  
 
There are people in this room this morning who haven’t shared the gospel with anybody in a year...  
in five years...in ten years...in twenty years.  You have to ask the question, “What is up with that?”  
There’s something really wrong there.  You completely misunderstood what we’re about as 
Christians.  How could we know what we know and believe what we believe and not share it with 
someone?  It’s a good time to rethink the strategy.  Think about the people you work with.  Think 
about the people you go to school with.  Think about the people next door.  What would be the most 
strategic way to build a relationship and ask God to give you opportunity to share the good news, 
the life-changing message of Jesus with them?  This is what God has called us to.  
 
In just a moment, Dan is going to lead us through communion, where we celebrate that the body of 
Jesus was broken and the blood of Jesus was spilled for us.  But it’s the same Jesus that turned 
around and said, “Now I want you to take that message to the streets.  I want you to roll up your 
sleeves.  I want you to get involved and I want you to let others know that I died for them too.” How 
can we celebrate these elements and keep this message to ourselves?  Think about that as we 
partake in the elements this morning.  My prayer would be that 2009 would be a very effective 
return on investment, as we roll up our sleeves, as we get involved, as we seek to make a difference 
in the lives of people. 
 
Our Father, we’re thankful that You loved us so much that You sent Jesus to be our Savior.  You 
offer us salvation as a gift of Your grace, and then You call us to take that same life-changing 
message to the streets.  Lord, I’m sure every single person here this morning could think of 
someone, without any effort, who today is in despair and darkness, who today is full of confusion, 
who’s hopeless, someone who doesn’t know where to turn.  And, Lord, we sit here with the answer.  
Lord, our prayer is that each one of us would be diligent like Paul to roll up our sleeves and get in 
the middle of the mess, to do what we need to do to take the message to the streets, that others might 
come to know Jesus as Savior.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scripture taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 
Copyright 1960, 1962, 1963, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1987, 1988, 

The Lockman Foundation. Used by permission 
Lincoln Berean Church, 6400 S. 70th, Lincoln, NE 68516 (402) 483‐6512 

Copyright 2008 – Bryan Clark. All rights reserved.  
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December 27/28, 2008                   

Study Questions 
Living like Christians 

Slave to All 
1 Corinthians  9:19-27 

Pastor Bryan Clark 
 

 
Opening Discussion 
 

1. What is our purpose in life as Christians?  What does this look like lived out every day? 
 
 
 

2. How would you describe the dominant prevailing philosophy of life in our culture today? 
 
 
 

3. Do you think as Christians we are ever guilty of taking the prevailing philosophy of life in 
our culture and trying to “Christianize” it rather than living radically different?  Why or why 
not? 
 
 

Bible Study 
 

1. Review 1 Corinthians 9:1-18.  How does Paul use his liberty? 
 
 
 
2. Read 1 Corinthians 9:19-23.  What is the difference between being free “from” all men 

and making ourselves slaves “to” all?  Why does Paul choose to do this? 
 
 
 
3. Basically Paul states that to be effective in reaching the lost he became religious around 

the religious and irreligious around the irreligious.  What does he mean by this?  What 
might this look like in your life today?  What are some ways we unnecessarily offend 
both the religious crowd and the irreligious crowd making them less responsive to the 
Gospel? 
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4. Paul presents one danger in becoming a legalist to reach the legalists and another danger 
in becoming irreligious around the irreligious.  What are these dangers?  How do we 
avoid each? 

 
 
 
5. Read 1 Corinthians 9:24-27.  How should we run our race?  What does this mean in 

practical terms?  What would “self-control” mean in this context? 
 
 
 
6. The same root word translated “disqualified” in 9:27 is used for “tested” in 3:13.  Put the 

two passages together.  What do we stand to lose if we don’t choose to use our freedom 
to become a slave of all? 

 
 
 
 

Application 
 

1. What would it look like for you to run the race in such a way as to win?  What constitutes a 
“win?”  What might need to change or what do you need to do better to “win”? 
 

 

 

 

2. What would it mean for you to become a “slave” to the people around you?  After studying 
this text what do you need to work on?  What can you do better? 
 
 
 
 
 

3. In what ways are you guilty of offending people unnecessarily or creating issues where there 
don’t need to be issues for the sake of the Gospel?  Are you more likely to offend or make 
uncomfortable the religious crowd or the irreligious crowd? 
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