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Free to Sacrifice 
Living Like Christians 

1 Corinthians 9:1-18 
Pastor Bryan Clark 

 
This year in our Leadership College we have a Sudanese student by the name of Solomon.  He’s 
quite a fascinating man.  He lived in the southern part of Sudan.  Because his family were Christians 
they were persecuted, fled to the North, eventually out of the country, ended up here in Lincoln, and 
he is currently pastoring a Sudanese church here in Lincoln.  Let’s imagine that Solomon came to 
us, and he explained that there had been this natural disaster in the Sudan where his family and 
relatives lived.  It was such a disaster that there were thousands of people without medical help, 
without food, without the basics of life.  Men, women and children were dying and he really asked 
us if we could do something to help. So we cast a vision for that, and people responded very 
generously so that we could send money and buy food and medical supplies.  A lot of people 
decided to go without Christmas that year just to be involved with these people in despair.  But we 
found out about two months later that actually the money, the food, the medicine never made it to 
those people.  There were a handful of corrupt government officials that took the money.  They kept 
the medical supplies.  And whatever they couldn’t use at that moment, they put in a warehouse in 
case they might need it someday.  
 
How would you feel about that?  I don’t know about you, but I’d be outraged.  You wonder how 
people like that can sleep at night, consuming those resources on themselves that were intended to 
help those dying in despair.  The question I want to pose to you this morning is…Are you sure that 
you’re different from that? 
 
There’s no question that we as Christians in America today are the most prosperous Christians in 
the history of Christianity.  The only question is, “What are we doing with what God has given us?”  
You may say this doesn’t sound very Christmassy.  Actually it’s everything Christmas is about. It’s 
about what God was willing to sacrifice, that people in despair might have hope.  And He’s given us 
time and talents and treasures to take that message to the world.  The only question is, “What are 
we doing with what we have been given?”  
 
If you’re visiting with us this morning, we’re working our way through the book of Corinthians.  
We find ourselves this morning in 1 Corinthians, chapter 9, and it is a tough chapter.  I’ll tell you 
right now, it’s not warm and it’s not fuzzy.  Come back next week and we’ll be much more 
Christmassy.  This is a little bit more like a “2-by-4” over the head.  It could be a little bit 
overwhelming for a visitor, so just stay with us, but I think you’re going to get the idea that we 
don’t pull too many punches here.     
 
In First Corinthians chapter 9 Paul is in the midst of a discussion related to the use of our freedoms, 
our liberties, and our rights.  He reminded us last week that, “Yes, we do have liberties.  Yes, we do 
have rights.  But our liberties are always subject to love.  Love always wins out over our freedoms.”  
Paul is going to remind us in this passage that, “Yes, he does have rights, and he has every freedom 
to demand those rights. But more than anything else, he has the right to sacrifice to advance the 
gospel.” 
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  Chapter 9, verse 1: 
 

Am I not free?  Am I not an apostle?  Have I not seen Jesus our Lord?  Are you not 
my work in the Lord?  If to others I am not an apostle, at least I am to you; for you 
are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord.  (*NASB, 1 Corinthians 9: 1-2) 
 

Each one of those questions in verses 1 and 2 in the Greek implies a “yes” answer.  Yes, he is 
an apostle.  Yes, he has seen the resurrected Lord.  Yes, he has been commissioned and 
established the church there in Corinth.  What’s going on here?  You can tell by the opening 
statement of verse 3 that Paul is in defense mode.  He says, “My defense is…” and on he goes.   
 
There were a group of people who did not like Paul’s counsel.  They did not like Paul’s 
commands.  So the strategy was to discredit Paul in order to ignore his counsel.  And they were 
doing that by questioning whether he was the “real deal”.  When Paul was among them he 
chose not to receive money for his services.  And they were using that now as a reason to say, 
“He’s really not an apostle. If he was a professional he would have demanded money for his 
services, so obviously he’s not the real deal.”  So he’s in a place where he’s now defending 
himself.   
 
In the first century world a religious teacher such as Paul had four options.  One is you could 
charge tuition.  It was very common.  Number two is you could have a wealthy sponsor.  If a 
wealthy person sponsored you, that came with certain favors in return.  You could beg on the 
streets or, number four, you could engage in manual labor and pay your own way.   Options 
number three and four were completely unacceptable to the elite.  Those teachers that found 
themselves begging, those teachers that stooped to manual labor, were considered to be second-
rate at best.   
 
So they are questioning Paul.  They are questioning his credentials.  To be an apostle you had 
to have seen the resurrected Lord, the resurrected Jesus.  Paul tells us he saw Him on the road 
to Damascus.  You had to have been commissioned by Jesus Himself.  You had to have been 
called and established a work.  Your sign of being an apostle was made evident by signs and 
wonders, which Paul did in Corinth.  So Paul is saying, even if somebody else would doubt, 
you of all people should not doubt, because you have seen my credentials.  I’m the real deal.   
Starting in verse 3, he makes his defense: 
 

My defense to those who examine me is this:  Do we not have a right to eat and drink?  Do 
we not have a right to take along a believing wife, even as the rest of the apostles, and the 
brothers of the Lord, and Cephas?  Or do only Barnabus and I not have a right to refrain 
from working?  (vs. 3-6) 
 

So he’s just saying in this section that he does have the right to expect to be paid for his services.  
He has a right to have his basic needs met.  He has a right to take along a believing wife as the 
others did.  It sounds like the Corinthians were saying, “You know all the other apostles are 
married; they all take their wives and families on the road.”  We learned in chapter 7 that Paul is 
single.  Apparently they are identifying again, “That must be evidence he’s really not an apostle, 
because he’s single.”  And he raises the question, “Are Barnabus and I the only ones that really 
don’t have a right to refrain from working (in other words, manual labor) and to expect to be paid 
for what we’re doing?”  And then he goes into kind of a metaphor, a picture: 
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Who at any time serves as a soldier at his own expense?  Who plants a vineyard and does 
not eat of the fruit of it?  Or who tends a flock and does not use the milk of the flock?   

(vs. 7) 
 

In other words he’s making the case that we understand in the real world that a soldier doesn’t go 
out and protect us at his own expense.  It’s only right that they’re paid for their services...same with 
a farmer...same with a rancher or a shepherd.  We would put it in modern language: When you call 
a plumber tomorrow morning, you expect to get billed and to pay for that service.  When you go to 
the grocery store, you expect to pay for your groceries.  When you seek legal help or medical help, 
or whatever, you expect to pay for those services.  Where he’s going with that is, then why would it 
be any different in the spiritual world?  Why would you expect something for nothing?  Why would 
you not expect to be paid?  Paul is making the case that he had every right to be paid.  In a broader 
context this morning, we would simply say to support the ministry in order that you may continue to 
enjoy the spiritual services, but also that they might be made available to others.  
 
According to our records, as close as we can tell, about one-third of the people that walk through 
these doors on a weekly basis contribute nothing.  And Paul’s argument is: “Why would you think 
that way?” If you call a plumber, do you expect to pay the plumber?  If you go to the doctor, do you 
expect to pay the doctor?  So, if you’re experiencing spiritual benefit, why would you not expect to 
support the ministry so it could continue?   
 
There are only a couple of passages in the New Testament that talk about this, so it’s good that we 
think about it a little bit.  I would raise the question for that one-third of you that don’t contribute 
anything:  “Who do you think is paying the bills?”  I think there’s kind of a perception that God 
must just drop a bag of money here every Monday morning.  Or there’s a perception that there must 
be a handful of really wealthy people that have more money than they know what to do with, so 
they just throw it at the church.  I think part of that perception comes because of our neighborhood.  
We are located in a very affluent neighborhood, but Lincoln Berean has never been an affluent 
church.  That’s never been how the bills are paid.  If you want to know who’s paying for it, I’ll tell 
you who’s paying for it.  “It’s the person sitting next to you.” Lincoln Berean has some remarkably 
generous people who make significant changes in their lifestyle in order to support the ministry, 
because they have benefited and they want to see others benefit from it as well.  Seated next to you 
is a very average person in terms of income.  They choose to sacrifice in order to make this possible 
for you.  The money they give to God is money they really could use.  They’ve had to alter their 
lifestyles to contribute, to make it possible for you to experience what you experience.   
 
The Bible talks about several different reasons why we give.  One reason we give is just as an act of 
worship.  Certainly we’d have to say that’s the highest motive.  We also give as acknowledgment 
that God is our Provider and, in times like these, that’s a very comforting thing to know.  But the 
Bible is also clear that we should give simply because we get in return, because you get a spiritual 
service in return, and why is this any different from anywhere else you go?   
 
Imagine going to the grocery store and piling up hundreds of dollars of groceries, and behind you is 
a young family that look like they’re just getting by.  They have a handful of groceries, just enough 
to get them through one more week.  After the grocer rings up your huge pile of groceries, when it 
comes time to pay the bill, you say, “You know I think I’ll have ‘them’ pay my bill.”  I mean, can 
you imagine operating that way?  How is this any different?  If you are among that one-third, you 
need to understand the person sitting next to you, at great personal sacrifice, is paying your way.   
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There’s about thirty percent who, as best as we could calculate, on a very regular basis, give what 
we refer to as a tithe.  A tithe is kind of an Old Testament concept; it’s ten percent.  I don’t think a 
tithe is really required in the New Covenant, the New Testament, but I would say it’s a minimal 
standard.  It’s a good place to start.  There are people that have dramatically altered their lifestyles, 
and they do it very gladly, so that they can give a portion of what they make back to God.  Now it 
isn’t limited to ten percent; it’s kind of relative.  It’s in proportion to what God has given us.  
Certainly a single parent that makes $30,000 a year, and is giving ten percent of that, that is a huge 
sacrifice.  If you’re making $1 million a year, ten percent is no sacrifice at all.  That’s “tipping” 
God.  So it is relative to what God has given you.   
 
Now there’s encouragement and discouragement in those numbers.  The encouragement is we could 
still do a lot better.  I’ve often been tempted—I’m sure I’ll never do this—but it would sure be 
interesting to take those people who have practiced regular and sacrificial giving, bring them all up 
on stage, give them a microphone, and ask them the question: “Did you ever regret what you’ve 
given? Would you ever go back?” I made that comment last night in the service, and I heard 
affirmed over and over and over again (I’ve heard this so many times), people that finally have 
taken that step to be sacrificial and generous givers all say the same thing, “We would never go 
back. We would absolutely never go back.  Experiencing God as our Provider, and all that comes 
with that, we would never go back. There’s a joy in generosity that’s hard to describe, but once 
you’ve been there you’d never go back to the old way.”   
 
So there’s a whole group of people this morning, and I can usually spot them from up here, because 
they are the few people that are smiling at a message like this; they are rooting you on saying, “If 
you could only experience what it means to know God as your Provider, and to experience the joy 
of generosity!”   
 
What do you think we could do in reaching our city, in reaching our community, in changing our 
community, if every person that calls Lincoln Berean Church home, just gave ten percent?  Well, let 
me get you to think about a couple of things.  Just imagine if we planted ten different ethnic 
churches all over our city.  Right now there are pockets of people, groups all over our city that no 
one is reaching: perhaps plant a small church that targets the Iraqi people, that targets the Latino 
people, that targets the Asian people, that targets the Sudanese people, which targets these ethnic 
groups all over our city.  What if, in one year, we raised up ten of those?  What if we raised up three 
other ministries like City Impact in strategic neighborhoods all over our city that ministered to 
children that are going through difficult experiences?  What if we raised up some sort of tutoring 
centers where we could partner with LPS and help students that are struggling, but not only with 
their schoolwork, but understanding that they are valued by God and they have talents, and that God 
can use them in significant ways...a message that could change their lives?  And what if we opened 
some sort of a rehab center that would reach out to people all over our city that struggle with 
addictions, and not only help them with their addictions, but help them understand the life-changing 
power of Jesus and hold them by the hand as they begin to assimilate back into life and become 
responsible, productive people in our community, and that there would be someone to love them 
and support them every step of the way?   
 
Do you think if we did those things we could advance the cause of the Gospel?  Do you think we 
could change our community?  The shocking thing is, we could do all of that in one year and have 
money left over, if everybody that walked through these doors just gave ten percent back to God.  
See the fact of the matter is, we have all the resources we need.  The problem is it’s sitting in 
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warehouses.  The problem is it’s being consumed, and it’s not being used for the purposes for which 
God intended.   
 
Let’s imagine that Jesus came back today, and He took you by the hand and He walked you through 
the streets of Lincoln.  And He showed you the people in despair; He showed you the people in 
addiction.  He showed you the people who desperately need a message of hope, that if He came 
back tomorrow, would be unreached.  And then He sat down with you and He opened up the books, 
and He went through everything that He had given you.  And He wanted to know why all of that 
had sat in a warehouse, why those people died without Jesus.  It’d be good to rehearse that 
conversation in our minds.   
 
As a matter of fact, I have an idea.  Let’s just, one by one, take and shoot on the TV screen 
everything you have: money, income, investments, and properties...the whole package.  Let’s put it 
all on the screen for everybody to see, and then let’s see what you’ve done with it.  This may be 
hard for some of you to believe, but there are people sitting out there this morning who would say, 
“Bring it on; bring it on.”  Because they have wisely stewarded what God has given them, they 
would say, “Bring it on.  I’m fine with that.”  There are a lot of people who would say, “I don’t 
think I want that.”  
 
 I’m just asking that if you, for some reason, would be embarrassed by that, you need to think about 
that.  What’s the problem?  What needs to be changed?  The fact of the matter is that, at the end of 
your day, you don’t answer to me.  You don’t answer to anybody you’re sitting next to; but you do 
answer to God.  The idea of everything being shot on the screen, that’s not a myth; it’s not a 
fantasy.  The Scripture is real clear; one day the books will be opened.  God’s going to walk through 
all that with you, and He’s going to ask you the hard questions.   
 
You may or may not know this, but part of what I’m paid to do, and part of what I’m called to do, is 
to do everything in my power to get you to live for that which ultimately matters.  I believe with all 
of my heart, based on the Scriptures, that one day you’re going to stand before Jesus and you’re 
going to give an account.  And I deeply care about you, so I’m going to do everything in my power 
to make sure that is a glorious day for you.  If you want to ignore me, you are free to do that.  But I 
do want to tell you, I’m going to do everything in my power, because I care, to make sure that’s a 
great day for you, and not a day of shame and embarrassment.    
 
Verse 8: 
 

I am not speaking these things according to human judgment, am I?  Or does not the Law 
also say these things?  For it is written in the Law of Moses, “YOU SHALL NOT MUZZLE 
THE OX WHILE HE IS THRESHING.”  God is not concerned about oxen, is He?  Or is He 
speaking altogether for our sake?  Yes, for our sake it was written, because the plowman 
ought to plow in hope, and the thresher to thresh in hope of sharing the crops. (vs. 8-10) 
 

He’s just again making the case that he had every right to expect to be paid.  Now, for our sake this 
morning, we’re not bucking for a raise; we’re not asking for personal pay.  We’re just asking for 
people to support the ministry, to experience the joy of generosity, to make possible for others what 
you have experienced.  When you walk through the door with a troubled friend, it’s really quite 
remarkable what all is available for that friend.  To make that available to others in desperate need, 
there is an expectation: if you have received, you should expect to give.  You say, “I’m not quite 
sure that’s what the passage is talking about.”  OK, fine.  
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Verse 11: 
 

If we sowed spiritual things in you, is it too much if we reap material things from you?  
                                               

Kind of a slam dunk there, isn’t it?  It’s pretty clear what is being said.   
 

If others share the right over you, do we not more?  Nevertheless, we did not use that 
right, but we endure all things, so that we will cause no hindrance to the gospel.  Do you 
not know that those who perform sacred services eat the food of the temple, and those 
who attend regularly to the altar have their share from the altar.   So also the Lord 
directed those who proclaim the gospel to get their living from the gospel. 
           (vs. 12-14) 

 
He’s making the case that even the pagans understand this.  Even the pagans that go to their temples 
expect that there is a responsibility to support what is going on there.  But he does give away the 
key message in verse 12.  Paul has bent over backwards to say that he had every right to expect to 
be paid, but chose not to be, in order to not make a hindrance to the gospel.  What’s he saying 
there?   
 
In the first century world, and especially in Corinth, religion was big business.  People became 
religious leaders in order to make a lot of money, for a lot of power, a lot of notoriety, to be 
somebody.  So religion was big business, and religious leaders were always held with a degree of 
suspicion, similar to what we would see today, maybe with the televangelists.  You’re never quite 
sure what the motives are.  What are they up to?  Because Paul understood that, he felt like, in order 
to avoid suspicion, the best thing would be to pay his own way.  We know he was a tentmaker, so 
he had to work his trade, which was a very difficult trade, in order to pay the bills.  And he did his 
entire ministry on top of that, we would say at tremendous personal sacrifice...long, long, grueling 
days.  He’s saying, “I had every right to be paid, but chose not to, so nobody could say I’m in it for 
the money.”  Yes, he has rights.  But more than any right is the right to sacrifice to advance the 
Gospel.   
 

But I have used none of these things.  And I am not writing these things so that it will be 
done so in my case; for it would be better for me to die than to have any man make my 
boast an empty one.  For if I preach the gospel, I have nothing to boast of, for I am under 
compulsion; for woe is me if I do not preach the gospel.  For if I do this voluntarily, I have 
a reward; but if against my will, I have a stewardship entrusted to me.  What then is my 
reward?  That, when I preach the gospel, I may offer the gospel without charge, so as not 
to make full use of my right in the gospel.  (vs. 15-18) 

 
It’s a very interesting paragraph.  What he’s saying there is that he’s not writing this saying he 
wants to be paid now.  He’s not asking for back pay.  He goes so far as to say, “As a matter of fact, 
I’d rather die than have that happen,”  because his boast has been to them, “I’m not in it for the 
money.  I’m in it for one reason.”  He said, “If I would have volunteered to do this, that’d be one 
thing, and you maybe could have been suspicious of me.  But I’m in it for one reason.  It’s that 
Jesus Christ flattened me on the road to Damascus and said, “This is what I want you to do.”  He’s 
trying to make the case, “Hey, I’m not in this by any choice of my own.  I’m not in it for the money.  
I’m not in it for the fame.  I’m not in it for the power and popularity.  I’m in it for one reason: 
because God said, ‘Do it.’  And woe to me if I do not do it.”   
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I have to tell you that over the years I’ve read that paragraph multiple times and kind of laughed to 
myself.  I’ve wrestled over the last several days whether or not to say what I’m about to say...of 
course anytime I say that, you know I’m going to say it, (laughter) ...for fear of being 
misunderstood.  But I have to tell you, I don’t know why anyone in their right mind would chose to 
do this for a living.  I’m not just speaking for me.  I’m speaking on behalf of our ministry staff.  I 
don’t know why anyone in their right mind would choose this as a way of making a living, because 
it can be brutal: on a marriage, on a family, on our kids, on our health, on our emotions.  It is a 
tough, tough gig.  I’m not asking for your sympathy.  This is a very affirming church; I can’t 
imagine a better place to serve. 
 
Our ministry staff is a remarkable group of people.  They could be highly successful out in the 
marketplace.  I think about Donn Stoner.  Donn was here when I came; he’s been here a year longer 
than me.  When Donn was called to ministry, he was right on the edge of $100,000 a year as an air-
traffic controller at O’Hare in Chicago.  And he was called back to Lincoln Berean Church for 
around $20,000 a year.  Now come on, be honest, how many of you would be willing to make that 
kind of a pay cut for the sake of the Gospel?  Think about the effect on his wife, Mary, on their 
children, on their lifestyle for the last seventeen years.   
 
This is a remarkable group of people, doing something very hard.  I’m not asking for your 
sympathy.  I’m not asking you to feel sorry for us.  I just want you to know: Your call is no 
different...no different.  It’s not less than; it’s not other than; it’s not different than.  The only 
question is whether you hear the call or not.  I just want you to know that as ministry staff we are 
not asking you to do anything that we ourselves have not been willing to do.  But the call for you to 
sacrifice to advance the Gospel is no different.  There isn’t a special clergy class that’s somehow 
called to sacrifice more than anyone else.  Yeah, it is hard; it’s really hard.  So is your call; at times 
it’s just brutal!  It’s brutal on your marriage; it’s brutal on your family; it’s brutal on your kids.  At 
times it’s just really gut-wrenchingly hard.  It’s no different.  I don’t know anybody that went into 
ministry for the money.  We get this misperception because of televangelists and those types of 
ministries, and millions of dollars, and airplanes, and mansions, and all that stuff.  I’ve personally 
never known anyone that thought, “You know, this is a great way to make money.”  The only reason 
we’re doing what we’re doing is because God said, “I want you to do it.”   
 
If my goal as a pastor was to win friends and influence people, I would not be preaching this 
sermon.  It’s no more fun to preach than it is to hear.  I didn’t ask for this.  I didn’t ask for this size 
church.  I didn’t ask for all the baggage that comes with it.  I didn’t ask for any of this.  It was never 
my dream.  But I have absolutely no doubt in my heart that one day God said, “This is what I want 
you to do.”  And woe to me if I do not do it!  
 
But your call is just the same...it’s just the same.  The only question is whether you hear the call and 
obey it or not.  But God has called us all to sacrifice, to lay it down for the sake of the Gospel.  You 
say, “This doesn’t sound very Christmassy.”  Yes it does.  Yes it does!  We love to sing all the 
wonderful Christmas carols about God sending His Son, and all the sacrifice of that, and we make it 
kind of warm and fuzzy.  It’s really not very warm and fuzzy; it’s brutal.  And that same Jesus that 
died that you might have life turns around and says, “I’d like you to sacrifice so that this message of 
hope could be taken into the darkness to people in despair.”  That’s what Christmas is about.  
That’s the whole point.   
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Patty and I had the opportunity to go to the Nebraska-Colorado game a couple of weeks ago.  It was 
a great game; we had fabulous seats.  It was just a wonderful day.  It was the last day for the seniors, 
the last home game.  So they had the seniors on the big screen, and they were talking about their 
memories.  When they got to Joe Ganz, he talked about that this is his last game as a senior.  And he 
said that what he wanted more than anything else is, when he walked back off that field and into 
that tunnel, he would know in his heart that he gave absolutely everything he had to give, and he left 
it all—win or lose—on the field.  That’s pretty good stuff...that’s pretty good stuff!   
 
There are a lot of Christians. One day they’re going to stand before Jesus, and, man, they are going 
to look good...cleaned and polished and pressed from head to toe...look like they’re on their way to 
the prom...neat and tidy, because that’s how they’ve lived.  I don’t want to stand before Jesus like 
that.  I want to stand before Jesus bruised and bleeding.  I want to stand before Jesus with my Army 
helmet on, my face covered with dirt, sweat coming down my face, trying to catch my breath, and 
be able to look into the eyes of my Savior and say, “I want you to know that I left it all on the field;  
I gave it everything I had.”  And I want Him to look into my eyes and say, “Well done, good and 
faithful servant.”  Yeah we have rights, but more than anything else, we have the right to sacrifice 
for the sake of the Gospel.   
 
Our Father, we’re thankful that You are such a generous God.  Lord, there’s not a person in this 
room that would be willing to give up a child for the sake of another, especially for the sake of an 
enemy.  Lord, You did that.  It’s everything that Christmas is about.  You have given us hope out of 
our despair.  You’ve given us life when we were dead.  You’ve given us light when we walked in 
darkness.  And Lord, what You have asked in return is that we would share that message with 
others.  What You’ve asked in return is that we would give back a portion of the material things that 
You have given to us in order that we might reach more people.  Lord, I can’t imagine how it breaks 
Your heart when that which was given to bring hope in the midst of despair is simply stored in a 
warehouse.  It’s just stockpiled.  If You were to come back today, it would have been money that 
was simply wasted, never put into service as You intended.  Lord, my prayer for every single one of 
us in this room this morning is that we would hear the words, “Well done, good and faithful 
servant.”  Lord, may we live in light of that which lasts forever.  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Scripture taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 
Copyright 1960, 1962, 1963, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1987, 1988, 

The Lockman Foundation.  Used by permission. 
Lincoln Berean Church, 6400 S. 70th, Lincoln, NE 68516   (402) 483-6512   

Copyright 2008 – Bryan Clark.  All rights reserved. 
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December 13/14, 2008          
Study Questions 

Living Like Christians 
Free to Sacrifice 
1 Corinthians  9:1-18 

Pastor Bryan Clark 
 
 
Opening Discussion 
 

1. As Christians, what is our purpose in this life? 
 
 
 

2. All studies confirm that we as Americans are more prosperous than any people who have 
ever lived.  Do you think that makes us as Christians in America more generous or less 
generous?  Why? 
 
 
 

3. What have you truly sacrificed for the Gospel? 
 
 
 
Bible Study 
 

1. Read 1 Corinthians 9:1-18.  Paul is using his own story to illustrate the principle of love 
over liberty.  Some in Corinth are questioning Paul’s counsel and commands because they 
are denying that he is a true Apostle.  What is Paul’s defense? 
 
 
 

2. List Paul’s various arguments as to why he had every right to expect to get paid for his 
ministry. 
 
 
 

3. Why do you think the same people who would never think about getting groceries, medical 
help, plumbing or any other service for nothing will receive spiritual service for years and 
never feel any obligation to “pay” for those services?   Who is paying for those services? 
 

  



10 
 

 
 
 

4. Why did Paul choose not to receive pay from the Corinthians?  What might his sacrifice 
have cost him on a daily basis? 
 
 
 

5. Paul is saying his freedom in Christ allowed him to set aside his rights (to be paid) in order 
to create the best chance to advance the Gospel.   What might this look like for you to do the 
same?  What might we need to sacrifice to get the job done? 
 
 
 

 
 
Application 
 

1. What would it mean for you to sacrifice for the advancement of the Gospel? 
 
 
 
 
 

2. These questions may be too personal to discuss in the group but perhaps the group could just 
allow time to think about these things.  The idea that one day we will be held accountable 
for how we’ve stewarded what we’ve been given is easy to dismiss.  It’s good to remind 
ourselves this is not merely speculation but a biblical reality.  Think about what you have 
been given and think about the needs around us.  If that meeting with Jesus occurred today, 
are you comfortable you’ve sacrificed like Paul to advance the Gospel?   Are you 
comfortable you’ve used what God has given you for eternal purposes?  If we shot on the 
big screen what you’ve been given and what you’ve done with what you’ve been given 
would you be pleased or embarrassed? 
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