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1 Corinthians 6:1-11 
Pastor Bryan Clark 

 
You know we as Christians claim some pretty remarkable things about ourselves.  We claim 
that we have been “born again”.  We have been radically changed from the inside out, that the 
very presence of God Himself dwells within us.  Those are words that the unbelieving world 
would hear with a great deal of skepticism.  They wonder if that’s really true.  For them to be 
convinced that our message is true, there needs to be some evidence in the way we live our 
lives that would cause them to say, “I think maybe that’s right”. 
 
I’ve been to India twice.  There’s a real challenge in the proclamation of the Gospel in a Hindu 
culture where they embrace thousands and thousands and thousands of gods.  As the Gospel is 
presented, it isn’t unusual for a Hindu to just simply add Jesus to the list.  “Oh yeah, that seems 
good.”  And Jesus is one of thousands of gods.  But for them to move beyond that to 
understand, No that’s not what we’re saying; Jesus is the God, and he is the only way of 
salvation. That’s quite a challenge! 
 
In talking to those India believers that were raised as Hindus and asking them what it was that 
helped them really understand the truths of Christianity, the answer in almost every case is to 
say they began to watch the lives of those who were Christians, and they saw in them 
something that was different.  They had a sense of joy.  They had a sense of peace.  There was 
something about them that was different, that caused them to continue to pursue the claims of 
the Gospel. 
 
It’s not so different in our country today where there are many different truth claims and many 
different religions—supposedly many different ways to God.  How is an unbeliever to sort all 
that out and determine what is true?  In large part it begins with watching the lives of those who 
claim to be followers of Jesus and saying, “I think there’s something different about that 
person.  I think that person has something I don’t have.” 
 
Jesus said that the world would know His followers by their love for one another.  He said it 
would be our unity as the people of God that would be a light to the world.  That’s why Paul 
was so concerned when he wrote to the Corinthians.  Rather than the Corinthians loving one 
another and being defined by unity, they were defined by conflict, to the extent that they were 
suing one another and taking one another to court.  Paul has some strong words for them. 
 
If you have a Bible, turn with us to 1 Corinthians, chapter 6, verse 1: 
 

Does any one of you, when he has a case against his neighbor, dare to go to law before 
the unrighteous, and not before the saints? Or do you not know that the saints will 
judge the world? If the world is judged by you, are you not competent to constitute 
the smallest law courts? Do you not know that we will judge angels? How much more, 
matters of this life? So if you have law courts dealing with matters of this life, do you 
appoint them as judges who are of no account in the church? (*NASB, 1 Corinthians 6:1-4) 
 

Let’s just go that far for now.  In verse 1 he addresses his concern that if any of you—and he is 
talking about Christian to Christian—have a case (i.e., have a dispute or a matter between you), why 
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would you dare go to law (in other words, go to civil court) and stand before the unrighteous rather 
than working it out among the saints? 
 
Now there are a couple of things to understand here.  He’s drawing a contrast between those who 
are believers and those who are unbelievers—the saints versus the unrighteous.  When he’s talking 
about the saints, again, remember this is not a term that is for those who are the high performers.  
This is a term for any person who has trusted Jesus as Savior.  It means that we are set apart for 
God’s purposes.   
 
As a matter of fact, to remind us what he means by that, it’d be good to go back to Chapter 1 and 
just to read again how he describes the Corinthian believers, and how he describes us because of our 
faith in Jesus. 
 
Chapter 1, Verse 2: 
 

...to the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who have been sanctified in 
Christ Jesus, saints by calling, with all who in every place call on the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours:  Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  I thank my God always concerning you, for the 
grace of God which was given you in Christ Jesus, that in everything you were 
enriched in Him, in all speech and all knowledge, even as the testimony concerning 
Christ was confirmed in you, so that you are not lacking in any gift, awaiting eagerly 
the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ, who will also confirm you to the end, 
blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, through whom you 
were called into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  (*NASB, 1 Corinthians 
1:2-9) 
 

On the basis of having trusted Jesus Christ as Savior, we are sanctified; we are set apart; we are 
saints; we are called for God’s purposes.  He goes on to remind us that, on the basis of God’s grace, 
we have been given everything we need to live like a Christian---on the basis of God’s gift---on the 
basis of God’s grace. 
 
Take that concept then into chapter 6.  What he is saying is, if that is true and we've been called out, 
we've been set apart for God’s purposes, we’ve been given the gift of God’s grace, everything we 
need to live as a Christian, why, in matters of disputes between Christians, would we take our issue 
to the unbelievers rather than resolving it among ourselves? 
 
Now when he’s talking about the unrighteous, he’s really talking about unbelievers, not necessarily 
making a comment about the court system.  But it is true that in the Roman world, the civil courts 
were quite corrupt.  By and large those people who were judges, those people who ran the court 
system, were among the social elite.  So if you were one of those yourself—if you were wealthy, if 
you were powerful, if you were among the elite—the court always leaned in your favor.  (I think the 
terminology we would use today is “the good ol’ boy network”.)  That’s really what it was.  The 
poor, the disadvantaged, the strugglers always knew they would never get a fair shake in the civil 
court system.  So there was a sense in which Paul’s raising the issue:  Whatever it is, as a believer 
deals with conflict with another believer, why would you take it into a corrupt system and “air our 
dirty laundry” in front of unbelievers rather than resolving it among ourselves? 
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Verse 2: 
 
     Or do you not know that the saints will judge the world? If the world is judged by you,    
     are you not competent to constitute the smallest law courts?  (6:2) 

 
Now here’s something that may help you in your own personal Bible study:  When you come across 
a text like this and it makes quite a radical statement—that do you not know that you as a believer 
will judge the world?—the tendency would be “where do we find that?”  And so we try to run to all 
kinds of Old Testament passages and Revelation, and maybe something in the Gospels.  There's 
nothing wrong with that, but you can process it this way:  Where does the Bible say that we will 
judge the world?”  Answer:  1 Corinthians 6.  Paul is clear on it.  You really don’t need to run 
around the Bible.  Oftentimes we just confuse ourselves and lose the point of the text.  Paul is very 
clear. You may or may not have known that when you walked in these doors this morning, but now 
you do.  If you’ve trusted Jesus as Savior, in some way, with Jesus you will judge the world.  And if 
that’s true, wouldn’t we believe that God, through His Spirit, could make us competent to judge the 
basic trivial matters of this world?  That’s what he’s saying. 
 
When he’s talking about “constituting the smallest law court”, he’s talking about the civil courts 
that dealt with issues related to property, issues related to money, issues related to “stuff”.  In the 
light of eternity those things are quite trivial.  At the end of the day they don’t really matter very 
much—that’s what he’s saying. 
 
So if we, by the power of the Spirit of God in our lives, are going to be capable to judge the things 
that matter for eternity, wouldn’t it be fair to believe that God can give us what we need to resolve 
the most trivial matters in this world today?   
 
He goes on and says (verse 3): 
 

Do you not know that we will judge angels? (vs. 3a) 
 

Same thing here.  Where does the Bible say we will judge angels?  Well, 1 Corinthians 6.  He just 
said it.  You really don’t need to run anywhere else to try and confirm that.  You may or may not 
have known when you walked through the doors this morning that one day you would be part of 
Jesus’ judging angels, of course referring to the fallen angels.  It’s quite a concept. So not only will 
we judge the things of this world, we’ll judge the things of the universe.  If God is going to make us 
capable, through His Spirit, of judging the things of the universe, couldn’t we believe that God 
would make us capable to deal with the most trivial matters of life today?  And of course the 
obvious answer is “yes”.   
 
Verse 4: 
    So if you have law courts dealing with matters of this life, do you appoint them as  
    judges who are of no account in the church?  

 
Now what is he saying there? The Greek word translated “no account” showed up in Chapter 1:28 
and was translated despised.  That’s probably a better translation here.  It is the idea that because 
these courts were purely secular courts, because they were corrupt, by and large they were despised.  
All of the poor people, the struggling people—the overwhelming majority of the citizens—
understood that the civil court systems were corrupt, and by and large they were despised for that.  
So if there is that understanding, why now suddenly are they engaged? Are they useful? 
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As we read on the picture will become clear, but let me tell you basically what’s happening:  There 
were those who were movers and shakers, those who were wealthy, those who were people of 
influence who were part of the Corinthian church—probably the target of Paul’s comments 
regarding spiritual arrogance in a lot of these matters.  These particular people apparently were 
engaged in conflict with the average citizens or the poor citizens among them, and the rest of the 
church body was saying, “Hey, this isn’t right!  This isn’t fair!  What you're doing isn’t appropriate 
here.”  And so these wealthy elite were, in essence, saying, “Okay, if that’s the case, let’s take it to 
court, and let’s see what they say.”  In other words, now that the system worked in their favor, it 
was useful to them—the system that otherwise they despised—now they knew would rule in their 
favor, so they're using the system to justify their own behavior. 
 
There's a grave reminder for us that just because something is legal doesn’t mean something is 
morally right.  Just because something is legal doesn’t mean it’s ethical.  Just because the system 
rules in one person’s favor doesn’t mean that’s necessarily right and fair.  Same thing is true in the 
marketplace.  Just because there's a common business practice, that doesn’t make it good.  That 
doesn’t make it ethical.  That doesn’t make it right.  We are called to a higher standard.  We have to 
be really careful that we don’t use the systems out there that are in place to somehow justify 
behavior that otherwise is unfair or unethical, or just simply isn’t right.  That’s what the Corinthian 
believers were doing, and Paul called them on it. 
 
Verse 5-6: 
    I say this to your shame. Is it so, that there is not among you one wise man who will be  
    able to decide between his brethren, but brother goes to law with brother, and that  
    before unbelievers?  

 
In Chapter 4, verse 14, he said, “I do not write this to shame you.”  But in Chapter 6, he says, “I do 
write this to shame you.”  In other words, he’s saying, “You should be embarrassed by this.  You 
should be ashamed of yourselves.  This behavior is so beyond what we’re called to be as 
Christians”.  Then he raises the issue.  He's getting very sarcastic again here when he says, “Isn’t 
there one wise enough among you that can somehow step in and resolve these issues?  You 
remember the claim of these Corinthian elite?  We are a cut above!  We’re wiser than everyone 
else.  We’re smarter than everyone else.  Somehow we outperform everyone else”.  So Paul, in his 
sarcasm, is saying, “If that’s the case, why isn’t there one wise enough among you that could 
somehow bring resolution, so Christian isn’t taking Christian into the civil courts?” 
 
Now what is he saying?  Let’s kind of unpack what he is and is not saying.  What Paul is not saying 
is that it’s always wrong to go to civil court.  He’s not saying that.  As a matter of fact, there’s not a 
command in here.  He’s just saying, “Why would you dare do that?”  He’s wanting them to think 
about the implications of that. 
 
There may be cases in our culture where certain things are required to be done according to the 
legal system.  That’s just part of how you have to process it.  It’s also possible that there are things 
of such a technical nature that it’s necessary to sort it out with experts in the system.  Now I’m not a 
lawyer.  I really can't tell you much beyond that.  You need to find a Christian lawyer that you trust 
(there are many of them) and talk to them about these matters. But the issue would be, what is 
ultimately at stake is, the reputation of the Gospel.  Even if it’s necessary for two Christians to find 
themselves in a civil court, for the sake of the Gospel it would be critical that both conduct 



5 
 

themselves in a way that is respectful and does not compromise the Gospel.  And yes, that can be 
done.   
 
But what he is saying is anytime there is a dispute between Christians (it may be in the business 
world, it may be personal), rather than immediately filing a suit and taking it to civil court and 
compromising the integrity of the Gospel, wouldn’t it be better to find someone within the believing 
community that can help work it out in a way that is agreeable to all the parties? 
 
Now, there have been many times where this has been done and done very successfully, where 
something is arranged, where within the body of Christ there is typically a group of people who 
become mediators and arbiters. They hear the case and they make some sort of a decision, and it 
doesn’t get before the unbelieving world.  It doesn’t do harm to the Gospel. 
 
But there is something to remember in this process.  Let’s imagine that there is a dispute, and both 
sides agree to some level of arbitration, and it will be binding.  The case is heard and a decision is 
made.  One side is always going to feel like it wasn’t fair.  One side is going to walk away feeling 
like the verdict didn’t go in their direction.  Now it becomes critical what that person does.  If you 
go back to your unbelieving friends at work and say, “Man, that church really ripped me off,” 
you’ve missed the point.  The whole point is not to do that, not to do damage to the Gospel.  It’s to 
try and settle these matters in a quiet fashion.  And even if the decision doesn’t go your way, the 
reputation of the Gospel is still far more important than the trivial matters of this world. 
 
Now some of you (or many of you) would say, “You know, that seems to make perfect sense.  We, 
as Christians, probably shouldn’t be airing our dirty laundry in front of the unbelieving legal 
system.  But I don’t really plan to sue anybody, so it doesn’t apply to me.”  No, actually it applies to 
every one of us to a very high degree, because the principle is more than just the legal system; that 
just happens to be the particular issue Paul is dealing with in court.  But the bigger issue is part of 
what is supposed to define us, as the people of God, is our love for one another.  What is supposed 
to define us as the people of God is our unity together—that we’re on one team accomplishing one 
mission.  Therefore, any time there is conflict among believers it becomes essential that we figure 
out a way to quietly resolve it in such a way that it does not compromise the message of the Gospel. 
 
It may be believers out in the marketplace.  You would think that the very best people to do 
business with would be Christians.  Yet, when we talk to many of our Christian business owners, 
they will tell us that Christians are the worst people to do business with.  Now I don’t know exactly 
why that’s true, but it seems to be a bit of a problem! If there is a dispute between Christian and 
Christian in the marketplace—it could even be between an employer and an employee or various 
people in a workplace, or it could be in a home association, e.g., neighbors that are both believers 
and they have some point of conflict; it could be something within a school system—whatever it is, 
the principle is, for the sake of the Gospel, we need to do everything we can to resolve this in a very 
quiet way that does not ultimately do damage to the cause of Christ, because the things of eternity 
are far more important than the trivial matters of this world. 
 
Think, for example, of an extended family.  And within this extended family there are believers and 
there are unbelievers.  And everybody knows that there are Christians in the family that can't get 
along with one another, and there's tension in the relationship and everybody knows it. Are you 
thinking that those unbelievers are not aware?  Are you thinking they're clueless?  Are you thinking 
that doesn’t somehow compromise the message of the Gospel?  Every day you're on your knees 
praying that these extended family members would come to know Jesus, but your behavior is 
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making that very difficult.  What you do is, do whatever you can do in your power to get that 
resolved, because it compromises the message of the Gospel. 
 
Verse 7: 
 

Actually, then, it is already a defeat for you, that you have lawsuits with one another. 
(vs. 7a) 

 
In other words, you have a conflict with somebody else over a civil matter.  You take it to court.  
Even if you win, you’ve lost.  When that happens, there are no winners in the Kingdom of God.  
Everybody loses, because for the sake of trivial matters, you have compromised the message of 
eternity.  So he says, “Even when you win, you lose—nobody wins”.   Well, then what do we do? 
 

Why not rather be wronged? Why not rather be defrauded?  (vs. 7b) 
 

In other words, what he’s saying is if that fight would, at the end of the day, compromise the 
message of eternity, wouldn’t it be better to just roll over and choose to be cheated, choose to be 
defrauded, choose to be mistreated for the sake of the Gospel? 
 
You say, “Well, that doesn’t sound very fair”.  It’s NOT fair.  Nothing about our faith is fair.  It’s 
not fair that Jesus died on the cross in your place.  It’s not fair that Jesus offers you everything you 
need and blesses your life beyond what we could describe, all on the basis of a gift, even though 
oftentimes our daily performance stinks.  You’re right—it’s not fair.  There’s nothing fair about 
that.  But what Jesus is saying is, “Because I have done that for you, I’m asking if you would do this 
that others might know My salvation and My grace.”  Rather than engage in a fight that does 
damage to the reputation of Jesus, it would be better just to roll over and let it go and walk away 
and move on. 
 
Now we get to the real problem (verse 8): 
 

On the contrary, you yourselves wrong and defraud. You do this even to your 
brethren.   
 

Now we get the full picture of what’s happening.  Not only are those that Paul is talking to being 
mistreated and defrauded and cheated, they're the very ones doing the cheating!  They're the very 
ones doing the defrauding!  They're the very ones ripping people off!  And of course, Paul is 
outraged by this behavior. 
 
Apparently these people, who had a habit of such behavior that was probably commonplace and 
accepted in the culture, have brought that behavior into the church.  And the church is rising up, 
saying, “Hey, you can't do this!  It’s not right! It’s not fair!  This isn’t acceptable!”  And their 
solution is, “Okay, let’s take it to court.  Let’s take it before the judges.  Let’s see what they say.” 
But those are the very people that are cheating and defrauding; they’re the source of the problem. 
 
 
Verse 9: 
 

Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not 
be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate (that’s 
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made of two Greek words—probably a reference to male prostitution, which would have 
been very common in Corinth), nor homosexuals, nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor 
drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God. Such were 
some of you; but you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in 
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God. (vs. 9-11) 
 

What is he saying here?  This is kind of a hinge paragraph.  It hinges from our discussion today into 
our discussion next week, but it’s very, very important.  What is he saying?  He is contrasting the 
grace-based economy that defines us as believers versus the performance-based culture that we’ve 
talked about for several weeks now.  A performance-based culture is the belief that my identify, my 
sense of value, is determined on the basis of my ability to perform.  Human reasoning—man’s 
reasoning—says because that’s the way it works in every experience I know in this life, that must 
be the way it works with God.  Therefore, religion is borne out of that type of thinking, that 
somehow if I perform well enough, I can make myself acceptable to God.  That’s got to be the way 
this system works.  We would refer to that as a “performance-based system”. 
 
In a performance-based system, you are what you do.  Therefore, if you commit adultery, you are an 
adulterer.  If you're guilty of idolatry, you are an idolater.  That’s your identity.  That’s your value.  
That’s who you are, and so that’s what Paul is saying:  These people swindle because they're 
swindlers.  These people cheat because they're cheaters.  These people commit adultery because 
they're adulterers.  That’s their very nature.  That’s their very identity.  That’s who they are at the 
core.  That’s why they act that way.  We would expect that from them. 
 
But then he contrasts that, starting in verse 11, “Such were some of you.”  The question is, “Can an 
idolater, can an adulterer, can a homosexual inherit the Kingdom of God?”  And the answer is, 
“YES”—if they move from the performance-based system of religion to trusting in Jesus Christ as 
Savior on the basis of God’s grace. Paul is very clear about that.  “Such were some of you, but 
you're not anymore.”  He goes from defining them on the basis of their performance to defining 
them now on the basis of God’s grace.  And he says, “You’ve become cleansed—washed clean by 
the blood of Jesus.  You’ve become sanctified, set apart for God’s purposes as God’s people.  And 
you have become cleansed, sanctified, and you’ve become justified.”  Justified is a legal term that 
means declared legally righteous—some remember it as, just as if I never sinned.  When I sin 
before God, regardless of my performance today, I stand before God clean.  I stand before God 
sanctified, set apart for His purpose, and I stand before God justified, righteous in His presence.  It 
has nothing to do with today’s performance.  It has everything to do with the gift of God’s grace 
that was offered to me. 
 
The radical difference between a performance-based system and the Gospel of Jesus Christ is my 
identity now is no longer determined on the basis of my performance.  It’s on the basis of who I am 
in Christ.  We refer to it as “our position” in Christ.  Therefore, now it is no longer what I do; it is 
what was done for me.  What he is saying is, “You have been radically changed.  You’ve been 
cleansed; you’ve been sanctified; you’ve been justified; therefore, you need to live consistent with 
who you now are.” 
 
Is it true that a Christian may commit adultery?  Yes. Is it true that a Christian may be guilty of 
idolatry? Yes.  Is it true that a Christian may be guilty of any of these things on this list?  Yes.  But 
that is no longer our identity.  That is no longer who we are.  And the reason those behaviors are 
inappropriate is because it’s totally inconsistent with who we now are in Christ.  Because that’s no 



8 
 

longer who I am; that behavior has no place in my life.  It must be confessed; it must be repented of; 
I must choose to live differently. 
 
The logic of Paul’s argument is this:  When you were a cheater, you cheated.  When you were a 
swindler, you swindled.  When you were an idolater, you were guilty of idolatry.  That made sense; 
but that’s not who you are anymore.  Now that you’ve become cleansed, now that you’ve become 
sanctified, now that you’ve become justified, it is vitally important that we live consistent with who 
we now are in Christ.  Therefore, those behaviors are completely inappropriate and must be 
repented. 
 
The title of this series is “Living like a Christian”.  What does it mean to live like a Christian?  It 
means to live in light of what is true of us in Christ.  Those things that defined us before can no 
longer define us as a person who has been cleansed, sanctified, and justified by the grace of God. 
 
What is he talking about in this text?  He is saying that it is critically important that we, as believers, 
in light of our message, live in unity with one another.  There are bound to be conflicts, but those 
conflicts should not be aired before unbelievers.  We should not air our dirty laundry before the 
unbelievers among us.  Rather, we should do everything possible to bring a reconciliation, to try to 
work through whatever it is, and to restore the relationship.  If God is going to give us what we need 
to judge the world, if God is going to give us what we need to judge angels, judge the universe, 
couldn’t we believe by faith that God would give us what we need to resolve the trivial matters of 
this world? 
 
There may be times when fellow Christians are determined to fight, no matter what. What do you 
do in those cases?  Maybe, for the sake of the Gospel, you just roll over.  You agree to be cheated.  
You agree to be defrauded.  You agree to “take one for the team” because it would be better to do 
that over trivial matters than to do eternal damage to the cause of Christ. 
 
There are behaviors that were expected before we knew Jesus.  It’s just simply who we were.  But 
that’s not who we are anymore.  We've been radically changed; and because of that, we need to live 
consistent with who we are now in Christ, in order for the message of the Gospel to have integrity to 
a lost and a dying world. 
 
Our Father, we’re thankful that Your grace has saved us.  LORD, at one time we were the people 
on this list.  We lived that way because that’s who we were. But LORD, now, not on the basis of our 
performance, but on the basis of Your Grace, that’s not who we are anymore. Every single one of us 
here this morning who trusts that Jesus is Savior, stands here today clean, sanctified and justified, 
regardless of our performance this past week.  LORD, help us to understand what it means to live in 
light of that truth, to live our lives in such a way that the message of the Gospel would have 
integrity, to resolve our differences in such a way that the message of eternity would not be 
compromised to the unbelievers around us that still need to know Jesus.  LORD, that’s our prayer.  
In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 
 
 

Scripture taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 
Copyright 1960, 1962, 1963, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1987, 1988, 

The Lockman Foundation. Used by permission 
Lincoln Berean Church, 6400 S. 70th, Lincoln, NE 68516 (402) 483‐6512 

Copyright 2008 – Bryan Clark. All rights reserved.  

 



9 
 

 
October 25/26, 2008    

Study Questions 
Living Like Christians 

When Winning is Still Losing 
1 Corinthians  6:1-11 

Pastor Bryan Clark 
 
Opening Discussion 
 

1. Do you think the unbelievers around you would generally perceive Christians to be people 
characterized by unity or conflict?  Why? 

 
2. Have you ever had a fellow Christian that you were in conflict with where you simply could 

not get the conflict resolved?  At work? Neighborhood? Church?  What was the result? 
 

3. Have you ever wanted to put a disclaimer on another Christian to say “this person doesn’t 
represent who we are as Christians?”   
 

4. Can you share a time when, for the sake of your testimony, you had to choose to allow 
yourself to be treated unfairly by another Christian?  Why was it necessary for you to make 
that choice? 
 

 
Bible Study 
 

1. Read 1 Corinthians 6:1-6.  What is the specific issue in Corinth Paul is dealing with?  What 
is Paul’s concern?  What is the reasoning behind his concern? 

 
2. The specific issue in this text has to do with taking a fellow Christian to court.  Does this 

mean we can’t ever take legal action against another Christian?  When would it be 
appropriate and when would it be inappropriate to take another Christian to court? 
 

3. What is the basic principle Paul is talking about and how does that apply beyond just what 
happens in a civil court? 
 

4. Read 6:7-8.  Why is winning still losing in this situation?  What does Paul say is better for 
the sake of our witness?  What does this mean to you in practical terms? 
 

5. Compare with Jesus’ words in Matthew 5:38-48. 
 

6. Read 6:9-11.  The point Paul is making is that behavior flows out of identity.  In a 
performance-based culture our behavior defines who we are.  How is that different in a 
grace-based culture?  (Compare to 1:1-9).   
 

7. Paul is saying that to live like a Christian one must act in accordance with what is now true 
of him/her in Christ on the basis of grace.  What does that mean based on what you’ve 
learned from 1 Corinthians 1-6? 
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Application 
 

1. What is the principle Paul is teaching in 1 Corinthians 6:1-11? See if you can state it in one 
sentence? 

 
2. Is there an area of conflict in your life right now with another believer?  Based on what Paul 

has taught, what should you do about that conflict this week? 
 

3. What are three practical suggestions for resolving conflict between believers in a way that 
doesn’t negatively affect your testimony? 
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