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One Church 
I Corinthians 1:1-17 
Pastor Bryan Clark 

 
I think we’d probably all agree that Christians are both one of the main reasons why people pursue 
the Gospel, and at the same time, one of the main reasons why people want nothing to do with the 
Gospel.  “Christian” is kind of a big umbrella.  And under that umbrella you have those that really 
rightly represent everything that Jesus is about, and you have those that really don’t represent Jesus 
at all.  The question is, “What does it mean to live like a Christian?”  That’s the question we’re 
going to wrestle with for the next seven months.  We’re going to begin this morning studying the 
New Testament letter to the Corinthians, called 1 Corinthians.  It’s a lengthy letter.  It’s going to 
take us right up until Easter.  It’s organized topically, with many very interesting topics, but at the 
end of the day, I think the theme is, that Paul is calling them to live like a Christian and trying to 
help them understand, “What does that mean?”   
 
When you think about the topics, there’s really going to be quite a lively discussion.  It talks about 
unity; it talks about the role of the Spirit; it talks about judgment and rewards; it talks about why 
some Christians stay spiritual infants and others actually grow up.  We’re going to talk about law 
suits, about sex, about singleness, about divorce and remarriage. We’re going to talk about the 
women’s role in the church, about why someone died in the middle of a communion service.  We’re 
going to talk about what are often referred to as “gray areas”. We’re going to talk about the Gifts of 
the Spirit, miracles and tongues and prophecy, and things like that.  So it promises to be quite a 
lively time over the next several months and that’s good.   
 
If you have your Bible, turn with us to 1 Corinthians, chapter 1.  The city of Corinth was a very 
impressive city.  It was very wealthy. It was a trade city, a port city, so there was a lot of money. It 
was a Roman Colony, a significant city in the Roman Empire.  It also was a very religious city, 
perhaps one of the most religious cities in all of the empire.   There were many Greek gods and 
goddesses and Greek temples.  It’s going to be obvious as we go through a lot of that, that it filters 
down into the church and Paul has to deal with that. 
 
Paul’s writing this letter from the city of Ephesus on his third missionary journey.  So that would 
date it about A.D. 55.  So it’s good to keep in mind this is written somewhere between 20 and 25 
years after the resurrection of Jesus, which would make it one of the earliest, if not “the” earliest 
letter in the New Testament.   
 
There was a template in the first century that most letters would simply follow, and in Paul’s letters 
he traditionally stays with that template, and that’s the case here.  It opens with identifying himself 
as the writer. 

 
“Paul called as an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Sosthenes our 
brother…” (*NASB, I Corinthians 1:1) 

 
Paul identifies the writer, Sosthenes. We know from Acts, chapter 18, he was a ruler in the 
synagogue. Most likely Paul led him to faith.  I’m guessing he’s with Paul in Ephesus and maybe 
functioning as kind of a consultant.  As someone who had lived in Corinth, who was familiar with 
the activity there, he would be well-equipped to help Paul process through some of these questions 
and issues that they talk about.   
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Typically, the second thing in the letter would be to identify the recipients and that’s the case here.   
 

“…to the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who have been sanctified in 
Christ Jesus, saints by calling, with all who in every place call on the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours:”  (vs. 2) 

 
Paul refers to the Corinthians, those who have trusted Jesus Christ as Savior, as those who are 
sanctified in Christ Jesus and those who are saints according to God’s calling.  Those two terms 
mean basically the same thing.  In this passage they’re basically functioning as synonyms.  So he’s 
not saying two different things; he’s saying the same thing twice.  Basically, the meaning is, 
“someone who is set apart for God.”   
 
When we see that word saint, sometimes what we think of in our mind is someone who is a “Super-
Christian”.  You know if you are a Super-Christian, you get to be, “Saint-this”, and “Saint-that”.  But 
it’s really important to understand that the Bible never uses the term saint that way.  It always uses 
the term consistently as “anyone who has trusted Jesus Christ as Savior.”  You are set apart for God. 
 
That’s true of every single person who has trusted Jesus as Savior around the world.  At the end of 
the day there are not multiple churches; there is One Church, and that is the Church of Jesus Christ, 
and we’re united in our common Savior, in our common belief.   
 
Therefore, we are people who are set apart or distinct from the rest of the world, in order that God 
might shine His light through us, that others might come to know the life changing power of Jesus. 
 

“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” (vs. 3) 
 
Typically in the template then, the discussion goes either to a prayer or to offering a word of 
thanksgiving.  In this case it’s a word of thanksgiving.   
 

“I thank my God always concerning you, for the grace of God which was given you in 
Christ Jesus, that in everything you were enriched in Him, in all speech and all 
knowledge, even as the testimony concerning Christ was confirmed in you…” 
                                                                                                                           (vs. 4-6) 

 
He opens by thanking God for the grace of God which was given to you in Christ Jesus.  In 
other words, once you have trusted Jesus as Savior, you have received the grace of God.  Now 
grace is one of those terms that we throw around a lot.  It’s really important that we understand 
what it means.  Grace ultimately means it’s favor from God that’s unmerited; it’s undeserved; 
it’s simply given as a “gift” from God.   
 
Grace is one of those concepts that is simple to define but very hard to believe.  It’s hard to 
believe because it runs contrary to every experience you’ve ever had living in this world.  We 
live in a performance-based culture.  We live in a performance-based world.  If you perform 
well, then you’re good.  If you perform poorly, then you’re bad.  If you do good, then you are 
good.  If you do bad, then you are bad.  It’s a performance-based system that says everything 
that you are, is somehow related to your ability to perform.   
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God’s economy is totally contrary to that.  God’s economy of grace is based on His character, 
not on your ability to perform.  Therefore, God’s grace (God’s favor), is poured out upon you, 
whether you perform well or whether you perform poorly.  We have a tendency to think if I 
perform well, God really likes me.  If I perform poorly, God doesn’t like me so much.  So our 
understanding of how God views us goes up and down, and up and down.  But that simply is 
not correct.   
 
The theology of grace is that God’s favor to you is not based on your ability to perform.  It is 
based on His character and His choice to pour out His favor on you simply because He is a 
God of grace.  That’s what He says here: 
 

“…the grace of God which was given you in Christ Jesus, that in everything you were 
enriched in Him…”  (vs. 4b-5a) 

 
In “everything”, you are enriched; you are made spiritually wealthy; Jesus penetrates every 
area of your life and His favor is poured out into every area of your life. 
 
In other words, what Paul is saying is that when you trust Jesus as Savior, God pours out His 
favor upon you to the extent that you have everything you need today to live like a Christian.  
There is not one single thing you lack today to walk out these doors and to live as God has 
called you to live because, on the basis of His grace, He has given you everything in abundance 
that you need. 
 
He identifies speech and knowledge because those were two things the Greek culture highly 
valued.  They highly valued speech (oratory).  And they highly valued knowledge, which 
eventually gave birth to a movement called Gnosticism.  Paul was identifying two things which 
that crowd would highly value and saying, “God is giving you everything you need for your 
speech, and your knowledge concerning God, to be what God has called you to be, that God 
has penetrated every area of your life.” Verse 7:  
 

“…so that you are not lacking in any gift…”   
 

Again he is repeating that you lack nothing that you need to live like a Christian.  The only 
thing any of us lack, to live out our Christian faith, is, we lack the faith to believe that when he 
says that, he’s telling the truth.   
 
When you see the word gift here (and we’re going to repeat this throughout the letter), 
whenever you see this word gift, try to set aside the traditional “spiritual gift”, the traditional 
teaching and language of that, because that’s not what he means here.  As a matter of fact, I 
think that’s mis-defined all through the letter oftentimes.  The word is simply a form of the 
word grace. It’s not pigeonholing that word down into one or two things that you do in the 
Body of Christ.  It is saying that God, on the basis of His grace, has given you everything you 
need; you lack nothing today as a Christian. 
 

“…awaiting eagerly the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ, who will also confirm 
you to the end, blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  God is faithful, 
through whom you were called into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.”  
(vs. 7b-9) 
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“…eagerly anticipating the return of Christ…”  You find in the New Testament there is a 
common theme of anticipating the return of Jesus.  And I don’t think the New Testament 
writers are trying to separate out the rapture from the return of the church.  They’re kind of all 
one event in their mind.  Now, when I say that, I’m not saying that the return of Christ and the 
rapture are the same event.  I think they’re two distinct events, but one flows into the other, and 
it isn’t until the return of Christ, and Jesus ushers in the new heaven and the new earth-- as we 
talked about last Spring-- that the battle is finally over, and the victory is finally won.  And that 
is the longing of the New Testament; they long for the day when the victory is ultimately won 
and Jesus is victorious and the new heaven and the new earth are ushered in. So you have this 
consistent language of eagerly anticipating; they can’t wait for that day.   
 
But stop and wait!  What is necessary for you to eagerly anticipate the return of Christ?  If you 
do not have a theology of grace, you may not eagerly anticipate that day, because you think 
when Jesus is going to come back, He’s going to whack you, because you have not been 
performing up to standard.  
 
Imagine a parent that’s never satisfied.  Imagine a boss or employer that’s never satisfied.  You 
don’t really look forward to seeing them walking down the hall, because you know you’re 
going to get whacked.  If your theology is such that God’s only happy with you when you’re 
performing well, you really don’t anticipate that day, ‘cause you think you’re going to get a 
scolding and who looks forward to that?  You have to have a strong theology of grace to 
eagerly anticipate the return of Jesus, because the promise in this text is that He will confirm 
you as “blameless” at the return of Christ.  He has promised that when Jesus returns, on the 
basis of the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus, you will stand righteous.  You will stand 
blameless before Him and it will be a day of celebration.   
 
You say, “Well, I haven’t exactly performed so well as a Christian,” but that doesn’t have 
anything to do with it.  It’s on the basis of grace.  And, on the basis of grace, we can’t wait for 
that day!  And because we can’t wait for that day, we live like it today.   
 
Now, when you think about what Paul is saying in his opening paragraph, it’s very, very 
important.  What he is saying is, because you have trusted Jesus Christ as Savior, based on the 
grace of God, God has given you everything in abundance you need to live like a Christian.  If 
that’s true, then, as of this morning, we need to say: “No more excuses!  No more 
rationalizations!  No more blaming my past!  No more blaming my circumstances!  No more 
blaming anyone else!”  Believe, by faith, that God has given you everything you need to live 
like a Christian today!  The only thing you lack is the faith to believe that he tells the truth. 
 
Now that’s a very impressive opening paragraph, and we find ourselves thinking these 
Corinthian believers must be a really impressive lot.  I mean, this must be a really “on the ball” 
church. This must really be a church that’s highly functioning.  I waited until this moment in 
the text to tell you a little bit about the recipients.   
 
There probably was no more immoral, no more dysfunctional, no more messed up church in 
the entire New Testament than the Corinthian Church.  These people were an absolute mess.  
As we go through this letter, you are going to be shocked at some of the behaviors of these 
people.   
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Again, Paul is not writing this introduction to these Corinthians because they are high 
performers.  That’s the whole point.  He’s writing to them, that on the basis of God’s grace, 
they will stand blameless before Him, and they have been given everything they need to live 
like a Christian today.   
 
As we go through these topics in the weeks and months to come, we need to keep reminding 
ourselves, “What does it mean to live like a Christian?” and to remind ourselves,” I do have 
everything I need on the basis of God’s grace to live like that today.”  The life of a Christian is 
not beyond the reach of any person in this room this morning.   
 
Starting in verse 10 then, he moves on to the first topic, which is the topic of unity.  He says,  
 

“Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all 
agree, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be made complete in 
the same mind and in the same judgment.” 

 
That word “agree” “…that you all agree” literally means that you all say the same thing.  We 
would maybe say today that everybody’s “on the same page”, that everybody’s “united” in 
this.  The concern is for divisions or factions.  The word literally means “to tear away a piece 
of fabric.”   
 
In Corinth there were a lot of different political factions; there were many different religious 
factions, and the mantra was basically, “I am of ‘so and so’.”  Someone else would say, “Yes, 
but I am of ‘so and so’.” And it was kind of a competitive environment as to who was the best.  
It isn’t all that different in politics today.  Everybody identifies their leader in “I am of ‘so and 
so’.”  Well, that behavior is beginning to filter its way into the church.   
 
The alternative is that you “be made complete”.  Now this is not the same Greek word as 
“complete” in Colossians 1:28, in our mission statement.  That’s a word that means “to be 
mature, to become like Jesus”.  This is a word that means “to mend a net”. For example it’s 
used in the Gospel of Mark for the mending of a net.  It means in medical terms, “to set a 
bone”.  It would have been used to stitch up a torn piece of fabric.  So, it’s the idea that they’re 
dividing out and they really need to come back together and be united as One Church:  to have 
the same mind, how they think, and the same judgment, how they act.   
 

“For I have been informed concerning you, my brethren, by Chloe’s people, that 
there are quarrels among you.  Now I mean this, that each one of you is saying, “I am 
of Paul,” and “I of Apollos,” and “I of Cephas,” and “I of Christ.” (vs. 11-12) 

 
Paul’s getting word back from Chloe.  That name was restricted to the wealthy class, so Chloe 
would have been a wealthy woman, probably in Ephesus, and probably was sending slaves into 
Corinth to trade for her.  That would have been very common.  So the slaves are coming back 
and they’re bringing a report and they’re saying to Paul, “Hey, that church in Corinth is really 
messed up.”  So most of these topics in the early part of Corinthians probably flow out of this 
report he’s getting back.  He’s identifying that the church is beginning to divide into factions.  
They sound just like the political groups in town.  “I am of Paul.”  “I am of Apollos,” who was 
a great preacher.  “I am of Cephas,” or we know him as Peter, and “I am of Christ.”  This has 
always been a problem in the church…this challenge of being unified around the person and 
work of Jesus, rather than dividing out into theological camps or personality driven camps.  
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It’s a problem, of course, that plagues us right into modern times.  We understand that there are 
people who follow various Christian celebrities.  We understand it divides out into various 
denominations, that people would associate themselves with those movements or 
denominations.  Now I don’t think that the fact that there are different denominations: 
Presbyterian, Baptist, Lutheran, Berean, whatever it happens to be. I don’t think that’s so much 
the problem.  I think the problem is that many people are far more loyal to their denomination 
than they are to the person of Jesus.  They appear to be more passionately in love with their 
denomination than they are with Jesus Christ, the Savior of the Body.  That’s a huge problem!   
 
We need to understand that at the end of the day, every single person who has trusted Jesus as 
Savior is united in one Church and that one Church is the Church of Jesus Christ.  When the 
Bible talks about the Church of Jesus Christ being the “Bride of Jesus,” who is the 
“Bridegroom”?  I have news for you; that Bride is not a Berean Church, it’s not a Lutheran 
church, it’s not a Presbyterian church, and it’s not a Catholic church.  It has no label, other than 
the Church of Jesus Christ, the Savior and Head of The Body.  That’s exactly what he says in 
verse 2 and it’s very important for us to remember that.   
 
Many people are part of a denomination because their parents were, and their parents before 
them were.  And that’s how they define themselves.  But, if you press them to open up the 
Bible and help me understand how you define what you believe, they don’t even know where 
to start.  That is a huge problem.  Your loyalty is far more to a denomination than it is to the 
person and work of Jesus Christ.  I’ve often talked with people that are neck deep in their 
religious tradition; they’re neck deep in their denomination. And as lovingly and as gently and 
as kindly as I tried to help them understand that their denominational beliefs seem to be 
contrary to the teachings of the Scripture, their response is, “I don’t want to hear it; I don’t 
even want to know that; I’m not even interested in talking about it.”  And what you see in that 
moment is that they have defined themselves on the basis of a denomination rather than on the 
truth of the Scripture.  That’s the problem.  Nobody has it all right.  But, at the end of the day, 
we do have to understand that Jesus is the head of The Church. All of us who are in Christ are 
together as One Body.  Deep, in the deepest part of my soul, I am not a Berean; I am a follower 
of Jesus Christ, the Savior of The Body.  At the end of my day, the Berean Fellowship 
Doctrinal Statement is not “my” doctrinal statement.  The authoritative inspired Word of God 
is.  And if there’s ever a moment where there is a conflict between the Scripture and the 
doctrinal statement of the Berean Fellowship, I will go with the Scripture every time.   This is 
my doctrinal statement.  It has no labels.  The challenge is to set ourselves away from the 
traditions, the denominations, the baggage, the camps, and try to interpret the Scripture as the 
authors intended, to truly understand what God has communicated to us.   
 
It’s also interesting to notice in this passage that Paul not only identifies the factions, “I am of 
Paul”, “I am of Apollos,”, “I am of Cephas or Peter”, but also one, “I am of Christ.”  Now, if 
you look at the text, he’s not saying that’s the right one, he’s saying that’s another faction.  
He’s saying it in a very negative fashion.  You say, “What’s the deal with that? I thought you 
just said we’re all of Christ”.  It sounds something like this.  There are people in Corinth who 
are saying, “You people may be followers of men, but I answer to no one but Jesus.  I am of 
Christ.”  We might use the term “spiritual elitism”.    
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There have always been people like that in the church.  You hear them today.  They tend to 
kind of bounce around from church to church and they like to say, “You know at the end of the 
day, I answer to no man.  I answer only to Jesus.”  I would raise the question, “Where do you 
find that in the Bible?”  Because I can find at least a dozen passages that contradict that.  The 
fact is the New Testament knows nothing of a Christian who’s AWOL, out independent, 
individual, separated from a localized Body of Christ.  Most of the time when the New 
Testament refers to The Church, it is a reference to the local church, the expression of Christ’s 
Body located within a context, within a community.  And, without question, the New 
Testament says that God has established leaders and pastors and authority, and expects 
believers to submit themselves to those in authority for your protection and for your growth.  
There is no such thing in the New Testament as believers who operate AWOL from the Body 
of Christ.  It becomes a form of spiritual elitism.   
 
It’s also interesting when you think about those people who have been wounded at some point 
by a church.  Now it may have been the church was wrong, or it may have been that person 
was wrong, but any way you slice it, that “somebody” was deeply wounded.  They don’t like 
the politics in the church; they don’t like the factions in the church; they don’t like the 
divisions in the church, so they check out.  They still would consider themselves a Christ-
follower and they believe themselves to be “OK”, but they want nothing to do, and they’ll 
phrase it like this, “nothing to do with the institutional church, with the organized church, with 
the traditional church,”  as if somehow God didn’t want His church organized. 
 
What they don’t understand is that what they have created is another faction.  They are guilty 
of the very thing they criticize others of.  They don’t like the divisions; they don’t like the 
factions; they don’t like the politics. So they turn right around and create their own faction, 
which is the “We have nothing to do with the church” faction, the “I am of Christ” faction.   
 
The solution to the problem is not to create another faction.  That’s just hypocrisy.  The 
solution to the problem is to roll up our sleeves and get involved and try to address whatever is 
wrong with the church, to seek to make it what God has called Her to be.  And, of course, 
that’s the challenge of the Corinthians.   
 
Verse 13: Paul asks the question,  
 
                 “Has Christ been divided?”  
 
 In other words, “Is Jesus schizophrenic?”  We understand (our theology is) that when you trust 
Jesus as Savior, Jesus Himself comes to live within you. So if “you” have the Spirit of Jesus 
within you and “I” have the Spirit of Jesus within me, is He schizophrenic?  Is He divided, or is 
He not?  And if He’s not, then wouldn’t He be leading us together, not apart? So he goes on 
and asks the question,  
 

“…Paul was not crucified for you, was he? Or were you baptized in the name of 
Paul? I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, so that no 
one would say you were baptized in my name.  Now I did baptize also the household 
of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized any other.  For Christ 
did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel, not in cleverness of speech, so 
that the cross of Christ would not be made void.”  (vs. 13-17) 
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Paul, here, is trying very hard to say, “I don’t want a faction following me. I don’t want people 
saying, ‘I am of Paul’.”  There are many Christian celebrities today that in very subtle ways do 
create a following.  And they do it on purpose because they like it, because it meets some need 
deep within them. But Paul is saying, “I don’t want you following me.  Was I the one that was 
crucified for you?  Was it my name in which you were baptized?”  He’s saying, “Hey, I’m not 
the Savior.  I’m not the head of the church”.   
 
Then he seems to go on a little bit of a rabbit trail where he’s talking about, “I only baptized 
this person and that person and I don’t remember, maybe this person and that person, but 
ultimately what he’s saying is, I’ve hardly baptized anybody.  My calling is to preach the 
Gospel.  And that’s been my role; that’s what I focus on.  But there are many other people, 
whom God has called, and they do different roles and functions, and all of us together make up 
The Church”.  We have a tendency to think Paul was “the guy”.  You know Paul comes 
sweeping into Corinth and he preaches the Gospel, and he baptizes the believers, and he 
collects the offering, and he’s, “the guy”.  But that just simply isn’t true.  Paul was the 
preacher.  And he says, “This is my calling, my calling to preach; but I’ve hardly baptized 
anybody”. He’s working really hard here to keep himself off the pedestal and say, “This is my 
role; other people have other roles.  We’re in this together, but ultimately Jesus Christ is the 
Head of the Church and the Savior of the Body”.  He says, “You know, when I preached, I 
didn’t use cleverness of speech.  I didn’t try to impress anybody.  I didn’t try to use methods 
that would be so impressive that people would be wowed by the method and miss the Savior”.  
He says, “I really don’t want people impressed by me.  I just want to be faithful to my calling”. 
 
Now it is worth noting here that Paul clearly separates baptism from the Gospel.  Those people 
who would say that baptism is necessary for salvation really have a hard time with this text, 
because Paul is saying the Gospel is “this”, and baptism is “this”.  He’s not diminishing it, but 
he’s simply saying that isn’t his call and it’s “other than” the Gospel.   
 
Ultimately, there is One Church.  Just because a building has the name “church” on it, doesn’t 
make it so.  The Church is made up of those people who have trusted Jesus Christ as Savior.  
And, as he says in verse 2, they are united together around the world in this One Church called 
the Bride of Christ.   
 
Historically, the city of Lincoln has been a very divided city.  I’m not really going to go into all 
the details of that, but that’s a problem.  One of the big turnoffs for unbelievers is that The 
Church can’t get along with Herself.  Why do you want to join a group of people that just fight 
with each other?  So, it’s a big deal.  About 12-13 years ago, three of us in town, three senior 
pastors, met for lunch one day and said, “We have got to change this”.  And we didn’t know 
what to do other than, “Let’s the three of us meet and let’s build a relationship with one another 
and let’s learn to trust one another, and let’s see where it goes from here”.   
 
Over the years, that group has grown to nine.  Most of the group of nine has been together for 
around ten years.  I would say we genuinely love one another.  We would bend over backwards 
to help one another do anything necessary to help our churches grow.  We’re friends, and we 
understand we’re in this together.   
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I think it was a year and a half ago (I’m not exactly sure on the time frame), we decided to do a 
television commercial. And we ran it during the Easter Season here locally. And the point of 
the commercial is, we together as different churches are One Church. And we’re in this 
together.  I often refer to this group of nine, but I thought you might like to see some names 
and faces, so watch the commercial here. (Video of commercial) 
 
We would never say we’re the only nine churches in town.  We would never say we’re the best 
nine churches in town.  We’re just nine pastors who have come together as friends, as an 
expression of the Body of Christ.  There are many other wonderful, effective churches in town.  
We would encourage them to do the same thing.   
 
One of the great opportunities we have to express our unity as a Church is coming up in 
October with “Project Serve”.  The timing of that is perfect with our study of the book of 
Corinthians, a very practical expression in the community of many churches coming together 
to express unity to the community and say, “We genuinely care about this community”.   
 
I would strongly urge every single one of us to consider making that a priority.  It’s very easy 
to sit in the seat and be critical that churches can’t get along with one another.  But, if you’re 
not willing to get out of that seat and be part of the solution, I would suggest to you, I don’t 
want to hear the criticism again.   If you aren’t willing to be part of the solution, I don’t want to 
hear it.  We have to do more than criticize.  We have to get up and be part of the solution.  And 
this is a very practical step in that direction.   
 
The second thing I’d like to challenge all of us on, is that we would strive to be Biblicists.  
What I mean by that is that our loyalty would be to the authority and the inspiration of 
Scripture.  Rather than bringing theological camps and theological baggage and 
denominational baggage into the text, try to set that aside, and be very diligent to understand 
Scripture as the author intended it.  One of the greatest compliments you could give to me as a 
preacher is to say, “I can’t figure out which camp he’s in”.  Because I don’t want to be in a 
camp; I’m not sure I fit in one.  I just want to be a Biblicist.  It wouldn’t be unusual on a 
weekend, for someone to stop me in the hall, and say, “Now are you a Calvinist; are you an 
Armenian; are you ‘this’; are you ‘that’?”  And my answer is always the same.  “I don’t do the 
label thing.  Ask me your specific question, and I’ll tell you what I think the Bible says about 
that, but I don’t want to get into and defend a particular camp.”  We don’t want to go to 
Scripture and kind of turn and manipulate a text because that’s what Calvin said, because that’s 
what Luther said, because that’s what Jonathan Edwards said, because that’s what Wesley said.  
I really don’t care what they said.  I want to know what God has said.  And that’s what I mean 
by being a Biblicist.   
 
Lastly, I would like to encourage or challenge all of us to think about this concept that opens 
the book of Corinthians: that every single one of us who has trusted Jesus as Savior on the 
basis of God’s grace, has everything in abundance that you need to live like a Christian today.  
I’d love to plant that seed in the forefront of your mind, so all week long you’re thinking about 
that.  In your behaviors, in your choices, in your challenges this week, you lack nothing to be a 
faithful follower of Jesus.  The only thing we lack is the faith to believe that God tells the truth. 
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Our Father, we are thankful that you are such a God of scandalous grace.  In a world that is 
so driven by performance, it is rather scandalous to think that you would pour out your favor 
on we who perform so poorly.  Lord, help us to better understand what it means to be a people 
of grace, that we would truly believe that we do have everything we need today to live like a 
Christian.  Lord, we commit ourselves to you, that we might rightly represent you to the world 
as One Church.  In Jesus Name we pray. Amen. 
 
Just before the choir sings this morning, I’d like us to read together kind of a creed, or an 
affirmation of faith, that we’re going to come back to multiple times over the next several 
months.  It’s basically taking what we just learned in 1 Corinthians and affirming that belief, so 
read with me together: 
 
“I am a saint called by God, through Jesus Christ, through His gift to me and based on no 
performance of my own. I am enriched in everything. To the extent that I lack nothing, I need 
to live like a Christian today.  I eagerly anticipate His return because I know He has promised 
on the basis of His grace, that I will stand confirmed as blameless before Him in the end, and I 
know that He will be faithful to keep that promise.  Therefore, I will live set apart as a 
Christian, as a member of His One Church, as He has called me to do.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scripture taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 
Copyright 1960, 1962, 1963, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1987, 1988, 

The Lockman Foundation. Used by permission 
Lincoln Berean Church, 6400 S. 70th, Lincoln, NE 68516 (402) 483-6512 

Copyright 2008 – Bryan Clark. All rights reserved.  
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