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If you were to go back 30 years ago and open up the constitution to the Berean Fellowship of 
Churches, inside the front cover you would find three distinctives or pillars - I don’t know what 
they called them.  One would have been the deity of Christ—the fact that Jesus is God.  Second 
would have been the authority and inspiration of scripture.  Third would have been the pre-
tribulation rapture.  Now I’ll tell you this, I will go to the wall on numbers one and two.  I will 
absolutely defend to my last breath the deity of Christ, that Jesus is God and the authority and 
inspiration of scripture.  But you’ll be lucky if you even get much of a discussion from me on the 
third one.  
 
It does remind us that there have been times when people’s eschatology—what they believe about 
the end time events—has been a significant defining theology to the point where churches have split 
over differences of opinion.  At one time it defined who we could and could not fellowship with.   
But the reason you wouldn’t get much discussion from me—and you certainly won’t get a debate 
from me—is I just don’t think that that is the focus of the writers of scripture. As a matter of fact, I 
think oftentimes in the process of defending our eschatology we miss the point of those various 
texts. 
 
It’s really interesting when people start talking about Heaven how quickly the discussion moves off 
the point to eschatology and timing and all those details that just don’t seem to be the focus of the 
New Testament writers, and in the process we’re diverted from that which is the point. C. S. Lewis 
once said, “History will record that those people who have the best theology of Heaven will be 
those people who are most effective on earth.”  I think he’s right about that.  I think that is the focus 
of the New Testament writers.  It would be fair to say that most denominations and most Christians 
have a very strong theological opinion about their eschatology—how the end events will take 
place—but a very, very weak theology of Heaven.  And I would suggest to you that is exactly 
backwards. 
 
I wonder sometimes if we had the key proponents of the different eschatological systems on stage 
presenting their case for their position, and you had the New Testament writers sitting in the front 
row, would they get about halfway through this presentation and look at the stage and say, “What in 
the world are you people talking about?”  Have we actually done something to scripture that isn’t 
really even their intent?  To try to formulate a right theology of Heaven in such a way that it 
dramatically affects the way we live our lives tomorrow morning is the focus of the New Testament 
writers.  If you’ve been with us through this series, I really hope you come back next week as we 
wrap it up because we want to take all that we’ve talked about and bring it home into some of the 
most practical everyday applications of this theology. 
 
We started with Easter weekend talking about and defending the literal, bodily, physical 
resurrection of Jesus, understanding that Jesus Himself is the promise.  He’s the pledge.  He’s the 
first fruit of the resurrection to come.  The fact that Jesus rose physically and bodily is more than 
just affirmation that He was indeed God.  It’s far more than that.  It is a picture.  It’s the promise of 
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a new creation, of a literal, physical, bodily resurrection for us that begins to help us define our 
theology of Heaven.  I’m convinced one of the reasons many people are not really motivated toward 
Heaven is because their theology of Heaven is so “off”.  It’s much more Gnostic than it is biblical.  
It’s much more like Plato than it is like Paul when we start getting this disembodied spirit out there 
in some mystical place in the universe; that’s much more like the Gnostics and Plato than it is like 
the apostle Paul and the apostle John. 
 
Many of the questions that are not specifically addressed about Heaven can be at least thought 
through on the basis of keeping two things in mind; one being the physical, literal, bodily 
resurrection of the saints.  If that’s true, if it’s not my spirit just somehow getting some new 
existence somewhere, but my body is actually raised as God’s redemption, as God’s way of saying, 
I ultimately win and I’m buying back, I’m redeeming back that which I’ve made  and you keep in 
mind God’s value system.  God doesn’t have two value systems.  He doesn’t have a Heavenly value 
system and an earthly value system.  God has a value system.  Think about the things on earth that 
God has valued and imagine then that those will be eternal values. 
 
So we start to get through this list of questions like, “When I’m in Heaven will I be me?  Will I be 
me with my memories, with my life, with my personality? Will I be me ?” And the answer is, yes.  
It is a literal, physical, bodily resurrection of me finally completed and glorified.  But it will be me. 
“Will there be gender in Heaven?”  Absolutely, yes.  We’re resurrected, which says that you will be 
you and I will be me.  We’ll not be some sort of a different thing in Heaven. “Will I in Heaven 
know that Patti was my wife, and will she still be my dear friend in Heaven?”  The answer is, yes.  
The fact that I've shared 27 years with this woman doesn’t go away.  Marriage wasn’t my idea.  It 
was God’s idea.  The idea of family wasn’t my idea.  It was God’s idea.  This is God’s value 
system.  We don’t get to Heaven and God says, “Well, that was just an earthly value system; it 
doesn’t matter up here.”   
 
When the Pharisees asked Jesus, “What if somebody married seven different husbands?  What’s the 
deal in Heaven?”  And Jesus answered and said, “Well, there won’t be marriage in Heaven like it is 
on Earth, but that doesn’t mean that we still won’t know members of our family, that we still won’t 
know those we shared life with.”  This is God’s value system.  If someone has died and someone 
then goes on and remarries, will that be awkward in Heaven?  And the answer is, no.  Everything 
that would make it awkward will be gone.   If I died tomorrow and Patti remarried, when we get to 
Heaven Patti would still know that we spent 27 wonderful years together according to God’s plan, 
God’s value system.  And however that plays out, we would share that together.  “Will I know my 
parents as my parents?” Absolutely.  “Will my children know me as their father?”  Absolutely.  
“Will I know my girls as my daughters?” Yes!  That wasn’t my plan.  It’s God’s plan.  It’s God’s 
value system, and that will continue to be God’s value system throughout eternity. 
 
So you start to think through those issues and you can, at least to some degree, answer them 
thinking through the ramifications of a literal, physical resurrection and the reality of God’s ongoing 
value system. 
 
Now this morning we are en route to Revelation 21, but I’d like to take a quick pit stop at Hebrews 
chapter 11.  In Hebrews 11 I just want to quickly remind us that this idea of Heaven and this idea of 
a city whose builder and architect is God has been the driving theology of the saints in both the Old 
and New Testaments.  In chapter 11 we pick it up in verse 8.  If you're not familiar with Hebrews 
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11, it’s often referred to as the “Faith Hall of Fame”.  It’s just a listing of the great saints of old and 
their willingness to trust God and walk by faith. 
 

By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed by going out to a place which he was 
to receive for an inheritance; and he went out, not knowing where he was going.  By 
faith he lived as an alien in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, dwelling in tents 
with Isaac and Jacob, fellow heirs of the same promise; for he was looking for the city 
which has foundations, whose architect and builder is God.  (*NASB, Hebrews 11:8) 

 
Pick it back up at verse 13: 
 

All these died in faith, without receiving the promises, but having seen them and 
having welcomed them from a distance, and having confessed that they were 
strangers and exiles on the earth.  For those who say such things make it clear that 
they are seeking a country of their own.  And indeed if they had been thinking of that 
country from which they went out, they would have had opportunity to return.  But 
as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one.  Therefore God is not 
ashamed to be called their God; for He has prepared a city for them.  
 

It’s just a reminder that we go all the way back to Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, and the fact that 
they had an understanding of a heavenly city that was the point of their focus that drove their big 
faith steps.  That’s a consistent message throughout the Old and New Testaments. 
 
Now one of the interesting things about this particular text is the verb tense in verse 16.  In 
Revelation 21, we looked at it last week; we’re going to look at it again in just a minute.  It talks 
about this new Jerusalem, this magnificent city that’s already built somehow in the heavenlies and 
comes down to earth where Heaven will actually be on this earth redeemed back.  But it does raise 
the question, if the city was already built, when was it built?  Jesus, when He left (John 14), said, “I 
go to prepare a place for you.”  By the time you get to Hebrews 11, the verb tense in verse 16 is that 
God has prepared a city for them—past tense.  Is it possible by that time the city was already 
prepared?  There’s a similar statement in Galations 4 where Paul says, “The Jerusalem in Heaven is 
free,” talking as if it’s already there and waiting.  
 
It raises the question, is it possible that this new Jerusalem is actually the intermediate Heaven that 
we go to when we die and then come back to earth?  The answer is…maybe.  But it’s possible.  It’s 
certainly interesting to think about as we go through the description in Revelation 21 and 22.  So 
with that in mind, turn to Revelation 21.  We looked at the first part of this chapter last week.  I just 
want to review again this magnificent picture that, going all the way back to Genesis 1 and 2, so 
closely mirrors Revelation 21 and 22.   
 
God, when He created, brought Heaven and earth together.  God Himself dwelled on earth in this 
place called paradise, so much so that God literally walked through the garden with Adam and Eve.  
It was their time together.  It’s a wonderful picture: Heaven and earth came together.  But because 
of sin entering into the picture (Genesis 3), then Heaven and earth are separated because of sin.  
And of course the rest of the Bible is really the story of what God was willing to do to put it back 
together again.   
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The next big moment of Heaven and earth coming back together again would be Jesus Himself in 
the incarnation—God in the flesh—Heaven and earth coming together as one.  Jesus then would be 
nailed to a cross to make payment for the sins of the world so that all creation could be redeemed 
back to God.  Jesus was buried.  Jesus rose again, and there’s great significance to the fact that that 
Sunday morning Jesus was in the garden and mistaken for the gardener, which takes us all the way 
back to Genesis 2 and reminds us that that is the first day of the new creation.  It was possible again, 
through the death of Jesus on the cross that Heaven and earth could come together again. 
 
We go in the New Testament and we find that when we trust Jesus as our savior, we become 
citizens of Heaven, but we live out that citizenship for now on earth.  Therefore, the church is a 
picture of Heaven and earth coming together.  We’re citizens of Heaven colonized on earth, busy 
about the heavenly kingdom, awaiting this grand day that we’ll talk about in just a moment. 
 
In our eschatology we move to the millennial kingdom, which is one step closer to the finished 
product where Jesus literally, physically reigns on this earth for a thousand years.  It  is yet a closer 
picture of the ultimate, which then comes into play in Revelation 21.  With that in mind, Revelation 
21, verse 1: 
 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth 
passed away, and there is no longer any sea. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her 
husband.  And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, "Behold, the tabernacle 
of God is among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His people, 
and God Himself will be among them, and He will wipe away every tear from their 
eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or 
crying, or pain; the first things have passed away."  
 

Very similar picture to Genesis 2, where God will be among them, they will be His people; He will 
be their God.  Heaven and earth come together. You ask the question, “are you saying that our 
eternal Heaven will actually be on this earth redeemed?” and the answer is, yes!  There’s no 
question that’s what Revelation 21 is talking about.  You say, “but it says the earth is passed away.”  
We talked about this last week.  In 2 Corinthians 5:17, you have become a new creation in Christ.  
Old things were passed away.  All things became new.  You weren’t annihilated; you were 
redeemed.  When God originally made creation (Genesis 1-2), God said this is good, I like this.  
God’s never changed His mind.  God’s not scrapping the idea and starting over.  God’s coming all 
the way back and redeeming all that He has created back to Himself as His ultimate statement of 
victory.  Satan has not won.  Satan has not messed things up so badly it’s all gotta be scrapped and 
God starts over.  Rather, just the opposite. God redeems it all back for His glory.  It’s His ultimate 
statement of victory.  That’s exactly what it says in Colossians 1.  With all of that then in mind, we 
pick it up in verse 5: 
 

And He who sits on the throne said, "Behold, I am making all things new".   And He 
said, "Write, for these words are faithful and true." Then He said to me, "It is done I 
am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end I will give to the one who 
thirsts from the spring of the water of life without cost.”  
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Those are very significant words there.  God has been working His plan for thousands and 
thousands and thousands of years.  But finally in this moment when the new Jerusalem comes 
down, God ultimately fulfills His plan and He makes a statement, “It is done.”   Up until that point 
there have been these glimpses and these shadows of what God is doing, but finally the plan is 
fulfilled.  The Alpha, the first letter of the Greek alphabet, and the Omega, the last letter of the 
Greek alphabet—God is the beginning, God is the end, God is ultimately the victor. 
 
It is interesting that He says those who thirst will have their thirst quenched from the water of life.  
One of the questions would be, “will there be desires in the new Heaven and earth?”  And I think 
the answer is yes.  We will not ourselves become God.  We have to be really careful that we don’t 
create a theology where when I get to the new Heaven and earth, I myself am God.  That’s not the 
case.  I will always be surrendered to Him.  I will always be dependent upon Him.  I will never be 
Him.  “Will I have desires?”  Yes.  “Will I have unholy desires?”  No.  “Will my desires be fully, 
completely, utterly satisfied?”  Yes.  That will be part of the wonder of life in the new paradise. 
 
It’s a little bit hard for us in our modern culture to appreciate the symbolism of water in the Bible. 
But in the ancient cultures water was everything.  If you did not have water, you simply did not 
survive.  We can't really identify with that.  We just walk over to the sink and get some water.  But 
for most of the people who have lived on this planet, water was the essence of life, so there’s great 
symbolism in that.  He goes on and says (verse 7): 
 

"He who overcomes will inherit these things, and I will be his God and he will be My 
son.  But for the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and murderers and 
immoral persons and sorcerers and idolaters and all liars, their part will be in the 
lake that burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death."  
 

There is a reminder here again that those who enter into this new Heaven and earth are those who 
have overcome.  It’s really important that we define that word properly as it’s defined throughout 
the Book of Revelation.  Overcome does not mean those who have somehow outperformed 
everybody else.  Just the opposite.  It’s those people who have trusted Christ as Savior, and on the 
basis of Jesus’ blood and the power of the Spirit have overcome the effects of sin and enter into this 
new Heaven and new earth. 
 
When it goes on and lists these various areas of sin, it’s not saying that there won’t be people who 
have lied, people who have committed adultery, people who have committed murder in the new 
Heaven and earth.  That will simply no longer be their identity.  When I trust Jesus as Savior, I’m 
no longer seen by God as a liar, as an adulterer, as a murderer, as whatever else you want to put in 
there.  I’m seen as someone who, through the blood of Jesus and the power of the Spirit, have 
overcome and become a child of God.  But if I refuse to accept Jesus as Savior, my sin is my 
identity.  Therefore, before God I am an adulterer, I am a liar, I am a cheater.  I’m everything that 
I’m guilty of as sin.  So that’s the point of what he’s saying there.  Verse 9: 
 

Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues 
came and spoke with me, saying, "Come here, I will show you the bride, the wife of 
the Lamb." And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and 
showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, having 
the glory of God. Her brilliance was like a very costly stone, as a stone of crystal-clear 
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jasper. It had a great and high wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels; 
and names were written on them, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the sons 
of Israel. There were three gates on the east and three gates on the north and three 
gates on the south and three gates on the west and the wall of the city had twelve 
foundation stones, and on them were the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the 
Lamb.  
 

The city is already prepared.  It comes out of the heavens, comes down to earth.  We have this 
magnificent description of the city.  We’ll talk about its beauty in just a moment.  It is worth noting 
that John sat on a mountain and watched this happen.  One question would be “will there be 
mountains in the new Heaven and earth?”  And the answer is, yes!  Obviously John is sitting on 
one.  In many ways, creation is more similar than dissimilar, only perfected and redeemed as we’ve 
known it on this earth. 
 
It’s also interesting that the three main players in this cosmic war—the angels, the Hebrew people, 
and the church are represented.  The angels are represented, the twelve tribes represent the Hebrew 
people, and of course the twelve apostles represent the New Testament church. 
 
Now you'd have to agree with me that the only way this makes sense is if the twelve tribes are the 
twelve tribes, and the apostles are the apostles.  We obviously recognize their names.  We obviously 
know their story.  We obviously identify with that.  That’s the whole point.  ‘Will there be nations?  
Will there be races in the new Heaven and the new earth?’  Absolutely, yes—a literal, physical, 
bodily resurrection.  I will still be me and you will be you.  There will be races, and we’ll all come 
together, and the apostles and the twelve tribes, all these identified in some sort of a fashion. 
 
Verse 15: 
 

The one who spoke with me had a gold measuring rod to measure the city, and its 
gates and its wall. The city is laid out as a square, and its length is as great as the 
width; and he measured the city with the rod, fifteen hundred miles; its length and 
width and height are equal.  And he measured its wall, seventy-two yards, according 
to human measurements, which are also angelic measurements.   
 

This city comes down.  It’s 1,500 miles wide; it’s 1,500 miles across; it’s 1,500 miles up.  Two 
million square miles of city, plus the volume that goes up.  One of the questions people often ask 
when you talk about why actually our forever dwelling place will be on this earth renewed or 
redeemed is that, well there simply won’t be enough room.  But there actually will be plenty of 
room. 
 
One of the things you have to keep in mind is half of the people that have ever lived on planet earth 
are alive today.  During most of the history of this planet, the planet has been very sparsely 
populated.  If you do the math, basically we’re talking about from Canada to Mexico, from coast to 
coast - one city.  And the city is not the entirety of the new earth; it’s simply what we might think 
about as home base.  It’s the place where Jesus will dwell.  It’s the place where we come and we go.  
But if you take then the idea of 1,500 miles up, it’s a square.  You'd have to imagine then that space 
is somehow usable space in this new economy.  So just to put it in terms we might understand, if 
you were talking about stories, like we think about stories, it would be 600,000 stories high.  No 
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matter how you do the math, just the new Jerusalem alone has plenty of space for every believer 
that’s ever lived.  That really won’t be a problem.  And that’s just in the city and not in the rest of 
the earth that has been redeemed as well.  He talks about this magnificent wall 72 yards high.  Verse 
18: 
 

The material of the wall was jasper; and the city was pure gold, like clear glass.  The 
foundation stones of the city wall were adorned with every kind of precious stone.   
 

Now this morning Sandy and I have made a deal.  She doesn’t want to sign ‘em, and I don’t want to 
pronounce ‘em, so we’re not going to go through.  You can read through those and pronounce them 
yourself.  I’m taking the cowardly way out, but we’re in this together.  So we’ll pick it up in verse 
21: 
 

And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; each one of the gates was a single pearl. And 
the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass.   
 

It’s interesting to listen to the description of these magnificent stones.  For example, in this case the 
gold that has been so purified, it’s actually crystal clear like glass, and that becomes part of the 
paving of the streets.  The gates are actually one big pearl and somehow made into a gate.  Think 
about all these different stones outlining the foundation and the building material of the city.  Take 
the most precious stone you have, take it out to the most brilliant light you can find (probably the 
sunlight), and get that moment where the sun goes through that stone and just explodes in vivid 
color.  Then imagine the glory of God in that city and that glory shooting through all of these stones 
through the purity of this gold and these stones and the magnificent color that radiates out of that.  It 
is absolutely indescribable.  Anybody who thinks God is not artsy simply doesn’t read his or her 
Bible.  From Genesis to Revelation, God is a very artsy God, and this is like an artsy explosion in 
the new Jerusalem—absolutely fabulous. Verse 22: 
 

I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.  
And the city has no need of the sun or of the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God 
has illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb.  The nations will walk by its light, and the 
kings of the earth will bring their glory into it.  In the daytime (for there will be no 
night there) its gates will never be closed; and they will bring the glory and the honor 
of the nations into it; and nothing unclean, and no one who practices abomination 
and lying, shall ever come into it, but only those whose names are written in the 
Lamb's book of life.  
 

There will be no need for a sun and a moon because the glory of God will be its light.  You have 
this magnificent picture of nations coming and going.  It gives us a very clear picture that the city, 
the new Jerusalem, will not be the only place people will dwell.  That’s simply like home base.  But 
the nations will come and they will go, and the gates will always be open, and people come and go 
as they please, the kings come and go and they will represent the glory of the nations. So you have 
nations. You have races.  You have kings.  You have governments.  You have all that in place in the 
new Heaven and the new earth.  Chapter 22, verse 1: 
 

Then he showed me a river of the water of life, clear as crystal, coming from the 
throne of God and of the Lamb, in the middle of its street on either side of the river 
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was the tree of life, bearing twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit every month; and 
the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.   
 

There’s a lot in those few verses there.  You have this magnificent scene.  Somewhere will be the 
very throne of Jesus Himself.  And the throne of Jesus will be the fountain head of this river that 
flows through the city with the most unimaginably clear water.  Lining that water seems to be an 
orchard of the Tree of Life that has magnificent fruit, both to look at and to taste.  It’s exactly how 
the garden is described in Genesis chapter 2. 
 
The Tree of Life is somewhat of a mysterious tree.  It shows up in Genesis 1 and 2, and it’s hard to 
tell exactly what that is all about.  Then it disappears in chapter 3.  It shows up again in Revelation 
2:7 where we’re told that it’s in paradise, which may again lend some evidence it’s in the new 
Jerusalem that’s about to come down.  And then there seems to be this orchard of the Tree of Life in 
the new Heaven and the new earth.  Obviously we’re free to eat of it, the wonderful fruit that 
changes and comes back every month.    
 
One of the questions is, “In the new Heaven and earth will there be time?”  Well, you just had a 
good reference to time.  Every month it will change.  Again, we have to be careful that we don’t 
create a theology of Heaven where I myself become God.  Because of a literal physical bodily 
resurrection I still will act in sequence.  People will come.  People will go.  Every month there will 
be new fruit.  All those are statements of sequence in time.  The difference is, right now time is the 
enemy.  Then time will simply represent a sequence of events. 
 
When it talks about the leaves being for healing, it could be translated for health.  It’s just saying 
everything up there is good for you.  There it is.  Eat from it. Live it up. Verse 3: 
 

There will no longer be any curse; and the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in 
it, and His bond-servants will serve Him.   
 

“Will there be meaningful work?  Will there be purpose?”  Absolutely, yes! 
 

They will see His face, and His name will be on their foreheads. And there will no 
longer be any night; and they will not have need of the light of a lamp nor the light of 
the sun, because the Lord God will illumine them; and they will reign forever and 
ever.   
 

The rest of Revelation 22 gets into more of the application.  I want to talk about that next week.  It 
still leaves us with some unanswered questions.  We certainly couldn’t begin to answer all of them, 
but we can think through a few of them.  For example, “What age will we be?”  That’s a question 
people often ask, and the answer is, I don’t really know.  Scientists figure when our genetic growth 
reaches its peak and then when it starts to decline.  Maybe that’s the age.  Maybe it’s not.  I happen 
to think there will be a diversity of ages.   
 
“Will there be children in Heaven?”  That’s an interesting question.  It’s kind of hard to imagine 
Heaven without children running and playing.  When you go back to Isaiah 11, Isaiah 65, Isaiah 66, 
and Isaiah is talking about the new Heaven and the earth, he’s kind of mixing between talking about 
the millennial kingdom and the new Heaven and the new earth.  I don’t think he’s really trying to 
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distinguish between the two.  One is a picture of the ultimate fulfillment in the other.  But it’s in that 
text where it talks about the lion and the lamb lying down together, and it talks about children 
playing with the wild animals and playing by the hole of the python.  It does seem to suggest that 
there will be children.  How all that works out, I’m not exactly sure.  If there can be kings and 
nations and governments, can’t there be different ages?  Can’t there be children?  Maybe? 
 
“Will there be animals in Heaven?”  Absolutely, yes!  “Will they be animals from this life 
resurrected to the new Heaven and the new earth?”  Maybe.  We answer that question way more 
confidently I think than we should.  We often say, “Well, of course not.”  But there are some things 
that we need to think about.  Number one, every single animal that God has created ultimately dies 
today because of your sin and mine.  They suffer the effects of our choices.  So why wouldn’t God, 
in His ultimate statement of victory, resurrect those creatures whom He has made and redeem them 
back to life?   
 
You do have to wrestle with Noah and the ark.  If God created all of the animals with a spoken 
word in a moment of time, why did He make Noah build a huge ark to house all these animals?  
Wouldn’t it have been a lot simpler just to have a tiny little rowboat and then we’ll start over with 
the animals?  We would all say that the ark of Noah was not just about getting him through the 
flood.  There was great symbolism as a picture of the salvation to come.  If that’s true, then why all 
the animals on the ark, and is there more to that picture than we sometimes have thought? 
 
There are also a very interesting couple of verses in Psalm 104 which seems to me to hint a little bit 
that God’s going to re-breath His breath into those animals that have died.  So I’m going to leave 
that one in the category of “maybe”.  We don’t want to box God in.  To go beyond that, we think 
about the new Heaven and the new earth probably much more similar than dissimilar.  “Will there 
be mountains?”  Yes.  “Will there be lakes?”  Yes.  “Will there be an entire new earth to explore?’  
Yes.  “Will we go hiking?  Will we go camping?  Will we explore the new earth?”  Yes.  “Will we 
know one another?”  Yes.  “Will there be recreation in the new Heaven and the new earth?”  Yes.  
These things are not a reflection of sin.  They’re the reflection of what it means to be made in the 
image of God. 
 
I don’t think we’ll revert all the way back to the primitive conditions of the garden.  I think what has 
transpired is a reflection of what it means to be made in the image of God.  I think we’ll continue to 
discover.  We’ll continue to build.  We’ll continue to have hobbies.  We’ll continue to express what 
it means to rule over creation under God’s leadership in the new Heaven and the new earth.  Why 
not?   
 
“Will we be allowed to explore beyond the earth to the wonders of the universe God has made?” 
Maybe.  Sure, why not? Again, thinking through “will there be recreation, will there be sports?”  
Well, why not?  Those are all a reflection of what it means to be made in the image of God.  There’s 
nothing sinful about that.  It’s actually a way that God sees us reflect in His image, and I think it 
gives God pleasure.  “Will there be basketball?  Will there be golf?”  Golf’s the hardest one to deal 
with because there are just so many statements about lying and cheating not being in Heaven.  
Golf’s kind of on the bubble.  I think there will be.  I just think some of your golf scores are going 
to go way up. 
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As you think about these things, “will people continue to write music?”  Yes.  “Will artists continue 
to paint?”  Yes.  “Will sculptors continue to sculpt?”  Yes.  These things are all reflections of what 
it means to be made in the image of God, and it gives God pleasure.  Why would these things go 
away?  Why would God suddenly change His value system?  In many ways, some of the 
professions we understand today will continue on in the world to come.  That’s part of what we 
want to talk about next week. 
 
C. S. Lewis had an absolutely wonderful theology of Heaven.  C. S. Lewis just continues to amaze 
us with the scope of what he understood from the scriptures.  Much of his theology of Heaven is 
actually portrayed in the Chronicles of Narnia.  You go to the last book The Last Battle1 and 
basically what C. S. Lewis is capturing is Revelation 20, the last battle.  And at the end of the book 
he moves into Revelation 21 and 22, and he has it so beautifully right.   
 
I want to pick up the story at the end of the last battle.  If you’re not familiar with the story, 
basically what’s happened is they finish the final battle in Narnia, and Peter and Lucy and the gang 
are all headed to the country of Aslan.  Aslan represents Jesus Christ and, in essence, they're headed 
to the new Heaven and the new earth.  But they're all sad because they have so many wonderful 
memories of moments they’ve shared together in Narnia and battles they’ve fought and moments 
they’ve shared and favorite places.  And there’s a sadness in their hearts as they leave what they 
have known for the land or the country of Aslan.  But as they begin to enter the country of Aslan, 
they begin to recognize this looks vaguely familiar.  “Look over there!  That’s the mountain!  Look 
over there!  That’s Cair Paravel (one of the main places in the story).  Look over there!  That’s the 
meadow, and there’s the beaver’s dam!”  And they start to recognize all this stuff, and it’s there that 
we pick up the story: 
 

“It is hard to explain how this sunlit land was different from the old Narnia, as it would be 
to tell you how the fruits of that country taste.  Perhaps you will get some idea of it if you 
think like this:  You may have been in a room in which there was a window that looked out 
over lovely bay of the sea or a green valley that wound its way around the mountain.  And 
in the wall of that room opposite to the window there may have been a looking glass.  And 
as you turned away from the window you suddenly caught sight of that sea or that valley 
all over again in that looking glass.  And the sea in the mirror or the valley in the mirror 
were in one sense just the same as the real ones, yet at the same time they were somehow 
different, deeper, more wonderful, more like places in a story, in a story you have never 
heard but very much want to know. The difference between the old Narnia and the new 
Narnia was like that.  The new one was a deeper country.  Every rock and flower and 
blade of grass looked as if it meant more.  I can't describe it any better than that.  If you 
ever get there you will know what I mean.  It was the unicorn who finally summed up what 
everyone was feeling.  He stamped his right fore-hoof on the ground and neighed and then 
cried, “I have come home at last. This is my real country.  I belong here.  This is the land 
I’ve been looking for all my life.  I just never knew it till now.  The reason why we loved the 
old Narnia is that it sometimes looked a little like this”.2 

 
Every now and then we get a glimpse in a sunset, in a sunrise, in a hike in a mountain, in a 
special day with friends and family.  We’re catching just glimpses of the world that we’ve 
always longed for in our hearts, in a world that one day we will experience.  I had never on this 
earth seen my father take a step.  For over 20 years I only knew him one way—in excruciating 
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pain confined to a bed.  Will we one day discover the new earth together?  Yes!  Yes!  Will 
little Matthew DeBoer run and play in a way he can only dream about on this earth?  The 
answer is yes!  No more wheelchairs, no more diseases, no more medicines, no more abuse, no 
more heartache, no more sorrow, no more fear.  It’s just everything we’ve ever wanted.   
 
Our future as believers in Jesus is more glorious than I could describe.  But what would grieve 
my heart more than words could tell would be to imagine that there’s someone in this 
auditorium this morning that won’t be there with us.  Can you imagine that glorious day when 
we gather together again in the new Heaven and the new earth and we say, “Do you remember 
that morning when we tried to imagine what this place would be like?”  And at that moment 
you could say, “You know, you had this wrong.”  And I could say, “I told you so.”  What a 
magnificent day that will be; but what a tragedy if there was someone here this morning that 
won’t be there with us that day.  
 
Some of you may have convinced yourself there’s just no way.  There’s been too much water 
under the bridge, too many ways you’ve offended God, you’ve messed up too many times.  But 
you need to understand that’s the point.  We’re all sinners in need of a Savior.  God offers His 
salvation, His redemption freely as a gift of faith in order that you might be redeemed from the 
curse of sin, in order that you may be forgiven of your sins and spend paradise with Jesus 
forever.  Jesus paid the price for your sins on the cross.  He died for you, was buried and rose 
again as a promise that if you trust Jesus as Savior, if you repent of your sin, trust that Jesus 
died for you, God offers you paradise today as a gift—the forgiveness of sin and the promise 
that you will be with Him in this magnificent paradise forever. 
 
This morning God freely offers you that as a gift, and He stands waiting for you to receive it 
simply by faith.  My prayer all week has been that there would not be one single person here 
this morning that misses this magnificent paradise with us forever. 
 
Our Father, we’re thankful for Your goodness and Your grace. On one hand, we are 
overwhelmed with the reality of what is to come.  Lord, on the other hand we recognize we are 
so unworthy, and it is only by the grace and mercy of Jesus who died for us on the cross that we 
have such a magnificent hope.  But my prayer this morning is that there would not be one 
person here this morning who has caught a glimpse of this world to come who would miss the 
paradise that You have created, that You would open up his or her heart to understand the 
truth and respond by faith.  Lord, we look forward to that day when we will experience 
paradise forever.  Lord, for this we thank you.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 
 

1 The Last Battle by C.S. Lewis, The Bodley Head Ltd., London, 1956. Reprinted 1958, 1961 
 
2   pg. 171-172 

 
 

*Scripture taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 
Copyright 1960, 1962, 1963, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1987, 1988, 

The Lockman Foundation.  Used by permission. 
Lincoln Berean Church, 6400 S. 70th, Lincoln, NE 68516   (402) 483-6512 

Copyright 2007 – Bryan Clark.  All rights reserved. 
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April 26/27, 2008       Study Questions 

Life after Death Series 
Getting a Glimpse of What is to Come 

Rev 21 & 22 
Pastor Bryan Clark 

 
 
Opening Discussion 
 

1. Do you think most Christians spend more time trying to figure out their eschatology (end 
times theology) or more time trying to formulate a biblical view of Heaven?  
 

2. According to the New Testament writers, should we be more motivated to live like Christ 
today because of a correct view of Heaven or a correct eschatology?  Why? 
 

3. Does a right view of Heaven matter today?  In other words, should we just say we’ll find out 
when we get there or does a right view of Heaven change how we live today?  

 
 
 

Bible Study 
 

1.  Read Hebrews 11:8-16.  What motivated these great heroes of the faith?  Is that city already 
prepared or will be prepared (notice verb tense in verse 16)?    How does this relate to Jesus’ 
words in John 14:1-6? 

 
2. Read Revelation 21-22:5.  List all your observations from this text about the New Heaven 

and Earth.  What do we learn?  Notice similarities with Genesis 1-2. 
 

3. How would you answer these questions and defend your answers biblically? 
 

a. Will we have bodies in heaven? 
b. Will we know one another? 
c. Will we have gender? 
d. Will we still have our earthly identities (husband, wife, father, friend, etc…)? 
e. Will there be animals? 
f. Will we learn? 
g. Will there be art, music, recreation, etc…? 
h. Will there be work? 
i. Will we have desires? 
j. Will we have emotions? 
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Application 
 
 

1. C.S. Lewis once observed, “If you read history, you will find that the Christians who did 
most for the present world were just those who thought most of the next.”   Do you think 
that’s true?  Why or why not? 
 

2. How does a right view of heaven affect how you live today?  How does understanding that 
this earth will be redeemed rather than annihilated affect how you treat the earth today? 
 

3. What does it mean to you to begin now establishing a heavenly value system on earth as 
citizens of Heaven?  What does this look like practically? 
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