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Well, I'm so glad that you all came today to hear me give all the explanations of how everything in 
the end times and eternity all come together, as Bryan promised you last week.  I don't know how it 
happened, but we're doing six weeks on heaven and eternity and this incredible series of what is yet 
to come, and I draw the straw of judgment, punishment and eternal reward in 35 minutes. 
 
Actually, over the last three weeks I've spent a lot of time thinking about and studying and reading 
about the rewards for Christians.  Frankly, it's been such an amazing and fascinating study.  I think 
as I've walked through that and talked with others and we've been sharing together, it probably 
deserves to have several weeks of its own just to talk about that, because frankly a lot of what is 
commonly thought of regarding those things is just scripturally unfounded. So we're going to tackle 
that at another point, but I think in this series that we're talking about what comes after death, what 
comes after this life, we must talk about ultimate justice.  Where and how is there finally judgment 
against sin and sinful people? 
 
Justice is such an interesting thing, isn't it?  Every single one of us in this room this morning have 
been wronged by someone, hurt by someone.  Many of us here have been used and abused by other 
people.  Deep within our spirit there is this desire, this cry for justice—that those who do wrong are 
punished, that they get their just reward. 
 
It's very easy for us, when we've been the one wronged, to see clearly right and wrong in someone 
else and to see what exactly ought to be done.  But even when we're the ones that have been 
wronged, oftentimes our cry for justice goes beyond that—where there is an angry, bitter response 
and a cry for vengeance that comes out of us and the darkness of our own soul is revealed and we 
end up seeing that we are no different than those who have hurt us.  We find ourselves being exactly 
like the people who wronged us to start with. 
 
What about when it's the other way around, when we've wronged someone, when we've been the 
one that's hurt someone else, when we have disobeyed the law of man or the law of God, suddenly it 
all changes, doesn't it?  When we're the one who has deliberately chosen and rationally engaged in 
something that's hurtful and harmful to someone else, we suddenly come up with excuses and 
reasons and extenuating circumstances and experiences from our own past that somehow should 
make us different than other people.  We plead for special treatment:  Go easy on me.  It must be 
someone else's fault; I want to go on with my life.  Someone else should pay. 
 
Oftentimes we feel no remorse for what we've even done.  We oftentimes fail to even take into 
account the consequences of our actions and our choices on those whom we’ve hurt.  Even when we 
do the most shameful and hurtful things, there is this pride in us that wants to think we are not as 
bad as someone else; therefore, we must be okay. 
 
But as sure as the sun rose this morning and you are sitting here in this auditorium, there will come 
a day, a moment in time.   As a matter of fact it will be the very last moment in time as you and I 
know it, when all the world, every person, will come face-to-face with God and be held accountable 
for our thoughts, our actions, even our inactions.  The Bible really could not be more clear about 
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this, and deep in our own hearts we are very much aware that this is reality despite the fact that 
many hope it is not so and many choose to vehemently deny it. 
 
The modern, popular view of God is one of our own making.  It wants to believe that God will 
somehow just overlook all wrong—turn the other cheek, ignore it all and see everyone as a victim 
or as innocent enough to go on living forever and ever without any consequences.  There are many 
people who actually hold up Jesus as a model of this idea of God just overlooking sin—that He was 
so merciful, that He was so forgiving that Jesus had no regard for heart condition or the deeds that 
came from people. 
 
But anyone who believes that has either not read the Gospel or they have chosen to believe the lie 
that someone else added all those words in and attributed them to Jesus and He never really spoke 
them—because whether you are reading the prophets of the Old Testament or Moses, or whether 
you are listening to the apostles Paul, Peter, James and John in the New Testament, or Jesus' own 
words Himself, they speak with absolute clarity, conciseness and redundancy regarding the fact that 
sin and sinners must be punished.  Jesus spoke more about that than He did many other things.   
 
There is absolute agreement in all of Scripture for the belief there is the reality of a final and 
ultimate justice meted out by an impartial, just and perfectly holy God.  Deep down in our hearts, 
we are not only aware of this final accountability, but do you know, we really wouldn't be satisfied 
if it were any other way because that desire for justice is so deeply rooted in what it means to be 
made in the image of God. 
 
This morning I'd like to invite you to open your Bibles as we look at John's account of that final 
Judgment Day from the Book of Revelation chapter 20, the very last book in the Bible. We're at 
chapter 20; it is the third to the last chapter in the book.  We’re going to start in verse 11.  
Revelation is one of those very interesting books.  There are people who are constantly asking 
Bryan “when are we going to go through the book of Revelation?”.  Well, first of all, it would 
probably be about a 10-year study and a lot of people would be dead before we got through it.  But 
you also have to understand that much of the language and truth that’s in this book, this glimpse 
into the future that God gave to the apostle John, is very difficult to really understand and there are 
so many opinions about it.  So many ideas about what it means, and when it’s going to happen and 
what this symbolism means and what that symbol means and people love to live in that kind of 
speculative world.  But there are a number of things in the book of Revelation that John reveals 
about what is to come that are very clear and very concise and very much to the point and not left 
open to any speculation or wonder about what he is actually talking about and the text we are 
looking at this morning is one of those.  So let’s begin in verse 11.  John writes: 
 

Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose presence earth and 
heaven fled away, and no place was found for them.  And I saw the dead, the great and the 
small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened, 
which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were written in the 
books, according to their deeds.  And the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death 
and Hades gave up the dead which were in them; and they were judged, every one of them 
according to their deeds.  (*NASB, Rev. 20:11-13)  

 
If we look at this text we have to begin with the very first word, “ then”, which is a connecting 
that tells us that what we are reading now follows what just preceded “after this has happened, 
now, then this is the next thing that happens” so we have to go back and kind of understand where  
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this judgment takes place in the scope of history and what is to come.  We understand that today we 
live in the age of grace, the age of the church; that Jesus ascended into heaven where He is 
preparing a place for those who know Him personally.  And during this time His kingdom is being 
built through His people where the very power of God lives in those who know Christ and people 
are being reached and won and rescued out of the kingdom of the enemy and out of sin and out of 
slavery and the kingdom of God is being built in the hearts of men and there’s a worldwide 
movement that you and I are a part of today.  But we also know that without question that that time, 
that age of grace is coming to an end and the end is marked by this time known as the great 
Tribulation.   
 
The Tribulation is a period of seven years, three and a half of which God pours out horrendous 
judgment on the earth.  Depending on your theological opinion, at some point in and around that 
time, those who are in Christ are taken up to meet Him and be with Him forever.  Those who are 
dead are raised out of the grave to join with their spirit that is now with God as Bryan was talking 
about last week, and there is a bodily resurrection and those who are still alive and remain will be 
caught up together with them and so we shall ever be with the Lord.  And somewhere in that time 
period between then and the moment that we are studying this morning, there will be a time when 
every Christian will stand before God and the works for the kingdom is going to be examined as He 
looks at our lives.  It’s called the Judgment Seat of Christ - really it’s more of an awards ceremony.  
Very different than the judgment we are looking at today.  
 
And following that time of great Tribulation, Revelation goes on to describe what is in these 
preceding verses here in chapter 20.  There will be a thousand year reign of Christ called the 
millennium, that’s very good isn’t it, a thousand years – millennium.  And in this time, Christ will 
set up an earthly kingdom here and rule and reign here on this earth and then immediately following 
the events that we are reading about take place. 
 
And what is it that takes place?  Well, there is "A great white throne and Him who sat upon it."  
Now the white throne indicates that of purity, of justice, of impartiality, of righteousness.  If you 
read earlier in Revelation, when Jesus comes back to the earth He comes on a white horse:  the 
symbol of purity, of justice, of impartiality, of righteousness.  So the throne itself in its 
appearance—in the whiteness of it—indicates that this is righteous judgment.   
 
There is someone sitting on the throne.  Who is sitting on the throne?   Well, we are told in many 
other places in Scripture that it is Christ Himself who is sitting on the throne.  In Matthew chapter 
25, a passage that parallels this passage in many ways, has a few different details.  Some other 
things are put into that in regard to how the righteous are judged at the same time.  We're not quite 
sure how all of that fits together.  There are different opinions about that, but there again, these 
events are told about and Jesus, the Son of Man, is sitting on the throne. 
 
In John chapter 5, Jesus said that the Father had given to the Son the right to execute justice and 
judgment—that not even the Father (verse 22 of John 5) will judge anyone but He has given all 
judgment to the Son.  So here we have the Son of Man.  We've talked about this before and we've 
been studying in other parts of the Scripture the fact that when God came to earth in the form of 
Jesus Christ, He was fully God and He was fully man and He will forever be the God-Man.  He 
does not give up His humanity even after the resurrection.  He is the God-Man. 
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So here we have this title Son of Man, the God-Man, who sits on the throne to finally execute justice 
and determine the just punishment for those who have by their deeds sinned.  It's only fitting that it 
is Jesus who sits on that throne, Jesus who is fully God, but Jesus who also walked on this earth, 
lived a sinless life and ultimately paid the penalty for sin, took the wrath of God on Himself for 
sinners, that He would have and be the right person to sit on the throne and execute justice 
perfectly. 
 
We love this idea in our culture of being tried in front of a jury of peers, and in a sense, we have this 
ultimate peer.  Jesus knows and understands humanity.  He has lived here.  He has walked among 
us.  He faced temptation.  So He alone, as God and man, is the perfect person to sit on this throne 
and to pass judgment. 
 
Notice the power, the majesty, the care of this righteous throne is such that earth and heaven flee 
away.  We understand that at the end of time actually heaven and earth will be done away with and 
there's a new heaven and new earth.  Here we see heaven and earth disappearing, fleeing, and there's 
no place found for them. 
 
So everything has been dealt with.  Even heaven and earth have been judged by God at this 
moment.  And now the only people left or the only thing left are the dead, who stand face-to-face 
with their God and their creator and their Savior. 
 
"And I saw the dead, the great and the small."  I love how that talks about the fact there is no 
difference.  In this world we often understand there is not justice—that the great get treated different 
than the small; the powerful get treated differently and have a different standard of justice than the 
poor.  But here the great and the small will stand before the perfect judge. 
 
"And books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead 
were judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their deeds." Now it's 
very interesting there are these books that are opened, and they're mentioned several times here.  
“The books were opened.”  What are these books and what do they contain? 
 
Well, it's very commonly understood throughout the Scripture that God has a record of every single 
thing that you and I do, think, or say. The things that we should do that we don't do, God has a 
record of it.  The books contain the record of our deeds, it says.  And according to the deeds of these 
who are standing before God, they are going to be judged.  What did they do in their life?   Their 
deeds are open before God, every one of them.  You get the sense of the magnitude of all that is 
recorded by the concept of books.  There are multiple books containing the deeds of those who are 
standing before God. 
 
Now it talks about the fact that it is the dead who are standing before this throne.  And then verse 13 
tells us a little bit more about where they came from and who are these dead that are standing here 
being judged according to their deeds.  Verse 13:  
 

And the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead which 
were in them; and they were judged, every one of them according to their deeds. 

 
These are those who are still unresurrected.  So this would not include those who are in Christ.  
These are those who are not in Christ.  These are those who are not in a right relationship with God. 
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The Scripture is very clear in Hebrews 9, verse 27, that there is appointed unto man once to die and 
then the judgment.  So what we do in this life is what we will be judged on in the future life.  But 
this is not those who have been in Christ, for they've already been resurrected; they are already with 
Christ.  These are those who are still in the grave bodily, those who are still in Hades.   
 
Remember, Bryan talked about Hades - it is the Greek word that was translated from the Hebrew 
Sheol, and it had the two parts to it we saw in the story last week of the rich man and Lazarus.  
There was the part of Hades which is what we're thinking of and Bryan talked about it being the 
intermediate heaven or where people are today who know Christ, and the other part is the place of 
torment.   
 
But now here, at the final culmination of human history, the dead that are still in Hades are raised 
and the grave gives up those bodies, and the sea, even those who died at sea and were never buried 
are raised up out of the sea to join with their spirit, and now they are the ones who are standing 
before God to be judged according to their deeds. 
 
Now there is within each of us this thought, and within many people today, that at this moment 
where you're standing there that perhaps somehow I might have enough merit to be judged innocent 
at this final judgment.  We hope against hope that our good deeds would outweigh our bad deeds 
and that somehow the scale of justice would be tipped in our favor and God would not send us to 
eternal punishment.  But the Scripture very clearly eliminates that possibility for us. 
 
I would invite you to turn back with me for a few minutes to Romans chapter 1, because Paul lays 
out a treatise about the Gospel and the reality of what the Gospel is all about and who it is intended 
for and this condition of man apart from Christ.  He makes it very, very clear here the fact that 
everything that we do will be judged and rightly judged by God.  We're not going to read this; I 
would strongly encourage you to read through the first three chapters of Romans if you get a 
chance, because it is so clear there is no one who can claim or hope for God grading on the scale 
when you get to the final judgment.  Everyone will stand condemned before God.  Paul lays out 
some of the reasons, Romans 1 and verse 18: 
 

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 
men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, because that which is known about God is 
evident within them; for God made it evident to them.  For since the creation of the world His 
invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being 
understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse.  (vs.  18-20) 

 
If there were no more revelation than just the creation and the fact that we are made in God's image 
and internally we know right and wrong, the Scripture is very clear that every person is without 
excuse.  We know what's right; we know what's wrong.  Creation reveals that there is a God to 
whom we will be accountable.  God has made it evident within every human being so that no person 
has an excuse.  They cannot claim ignorance at this great white throne judgment.  Notice chapter 2 
and verse 1: 
 

Therefore you have no excuse, everyone of you who passes judgment, for in that which you 
judge another, you condemn yourself; for you who judge practice the same things.  And we 
know that the judgment of God rightly falls upon those who practice such things.  But do you 
suppose this, O man, when you pass judgment on those who practice such things and do the 
same yourself, that you will escape the judgment of God?   (vs.1-3)  
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He's talking about some of the things that he listed out at the end of chapter 1, these horrible things 
and things that are true of humanity—the sinful behavior of humanity.  He said, "You can sit and 
cluck your tongue and say, 'Look at those horrible, bad people and all the things they do,' but you 
do the very same things yourself." That's just what we talked about, when we're wronged we turn 
around and sin right back. 
 
It's interesting, if you just read the newspaper, just in the last couple of months, that one who waged 
war against an evil in society was himself caught up in the very same evil.  We find it happening 
again and again.  Men are without excuse.  Verse 5: 
 

But because of your stubbornness and unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath for 
yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God, who WILL 
RENDER TO EACH PERSON ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS.…For there is no partiality 
with God.  (vs.  5-6, 11) 

 
He's not going to turn a blind eye to this person or that person.  Everyone will be judged according 
to his deeds.  In fact, in verse 16 it says: 
 

God will judge the secrets of men through Christ Jesus. 
 
Finally, look at just a few verses in chapter 3 beginning in verse 10: 
 

As it is written,"THERE IS NONE RIGHTEOUS, NOT EVEN ONE; THERE IS NONE WHO 
UNDERSTANDS, THERE IS NONE WHO SEEKS FOR GOD; ALL HAVE TURNED ASIDE, 
TOGETHER THEY HAVE BECOME USELESS; THERE IS NONE WHO DOES GOOD, THERE 
IS NOT EVEN ONE.  THEIR THROAT IS AN OPEN GRAVE, WITH THEIR TONGUES THEY 
KEEP DECEIVING, THE POISON OF ASPS IS UNDER THEIR LIPS;WHOSE MOUTH IS FULL 
OF CURSING AND BITTERNESS; THEIR FEET ARE SWIFT TO SHED BLOOD, 
DESTRUCTION AND MISERY ARE IN THEIR PATHS, AND THE PATH OF PEACE THEY 
HAVE NOT KNOWN.  THERE IS NO FEAR OF GOD BEFORE THEIR EYES." Now we know 
that whatever the Law says, it speaks to those who are under the Law, so that every mouth 
may be closed and all the world may become accountable to God; because by the works of the 
Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the knowledge of sin.  
(vs.  10-20) 

 
Not only do we have the knowledge of what is right and wrong and of sin and of righteous just 
inherent in creation and evident in ourselves as made in the image of God, but God gave the Law.  
He told us what was right and wrong.  He made it very clear.  And yet people—every single human 
being who is born willfully chooses to go their own way, to sin and disobey God.   
 
All the world is guilty and accountable before God.  There is no partiality with God.  Sin must be 
dealt with.  It must be judged; it must be punished.  God, who is perfect, cannot dwell with sin and 
iniquity.  In fact, when He creates the new heaven and the new earth where there will be no 
suffering, no pain, no sorrow, everything will be right; it would be impossible for God to allow sin 
into that new environment or it too would be tarnished from the very first moment of its inception. 
 
So here at this culmination of human history, sin and sinners are judged according to their deeds.  
Not only are those sinners judged according to their deeds, notice verse 14 of Revelation chapter 20: 
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Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire.  This is the second death, the lake of 
fire.   

 
We die once physically, but the second death is to be cast into the lake of fire, the rightly deserved 
punishment for sinners.  And God is cleaning up and even that place where people have been held 
waiting for this day of judgment is cast into the lake of fire.  Then that final enemy of humankind 
that was brought about when Adam and Eve sinned, death itself is cast into the lake of fire.  
Everything has been cleaned.  Justice has been served and the wicked have been punished.  Verse 
15: 
 

And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he [or she] was thrown into 
the lake of fire. 

 
That's the second time, now, that the book of life has been mentioned and it seems like that might be 
the only hope for sinful people in this story.  Something's different about the book of life.  In fact, 
here it says that if your name is written in the book of life, you will not be cast into eternal judgment 
and punishment.   
 
How in the world does one find ones name written in the book of life?   Again, the Scripture is 
abundantly clear on this.  Every single one of us rightly deserves to be standing at this final 
judgment.  And we would be rightly sent, based on our deeds, into this lake of fire of eternal 
punishment…but God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son to come and live a 
perfect, sinless life as the God-Man, and then to take on Himself, the sin of all mankind of everyone 
who would believe to take the full brunt of the wrath of God, to bear it for us, to stand as a 
substitute in a day of judgment and retake the punishment that we deserve so that all who believe in 
His name might have everlasting life and pass from death to life. 
 
Jesus said it in John 5:24, John 3:16, John 1, that many rejected Christ but to any, everyone who 
received Him, to them He gave the right to be called, to be the children of God, and to all those who 
believe in His name.  The hope of mankind, of every single human being, is to put their faith and 
trust in the finished, completed work of Christ on the cross and to believe that Jesus, bearing that sin 
on that cross and bearing the shame and the wrath of God, was for you.  And you believe that 100 
percent; you put all of your faith and hope and trust in the completed, finished work of Jesus on that 
cross.  When you do, the Scripture is very clear, you pass from death to life.  You will not be judged 
on this final day.  You will be living and dwelling in the presence of God.  You will be coming with 
Christ.  This is not the destiny of anyone who has not put their faith and hope completely in the 
work of Christ done on the cross.   
 
But I must tell you that it must be complete and total trust in Christ and in Christ alone.  One cannot 
believe that Jesus died for your sins and say, "You know, I really believe that, about 50 percent of 
me is convinced of that, but I have this little bit of hesitation, I have this little bit of fear that perhaps 
maybe I still need to be doing some things to appease God, that maybe there are some things I can 
still do.  Maybe I just don't fully believe that I am completely guilty and incapable of doing good 
deeds to gain God's favor.  So I'm going to work really hard.  I'm going to go to church very 
regularly.  I'm going to keep telling God how sorry I am when I sin.  And I'm going to keep doing 
these things, and that's about 50 percent I'm hanging on to here." You are not saved if that's your 
belief.  One hundred percent complete absolute trust in the finished work of Christ.   
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How insulting to add to the Son of God who came to give His life as a ransom for many to say, 
"You know that was a fine work you did on the cross but it wasn’t good enough.”  Blasphemy.  It is 
finished, it is done.  And all who believe in His name not only pass from death to life and avoid this 
judgment, but they get to walk into the new heaven and new earth that over the next two weeks 
Bryan will be describing, the paradise, the intimacy with God that God intended for every single 
human being to enjoy.  The future is incredible, it’s awesome and it’s all based on His 
righteousness.  All based on what He has done, there is not a single thing we can add to it or take 
from it.   
 
There’s another group of folks who when they read this they say, “You know what”, they’re not 
thinking gosh maybe I could do something to add to Jesus, they are thinking, “I am so bad, I am so 
horrible.  You do not know the things that I have done; that the work of Christ on the cross could 
never be sufficient enough for my sin.  It’s too great.  I’m just going to have to suffer the 
consequences”.  And you have just resigned yourself this morning to the fact that you will be 
standing before this throne and ultimately cast into the lake of fire.  “I’m just too far gone.” 
 
I must tell you that as long as you have breath in this life, it does not matter what you have done.  
Anyone who calls on the name of the Lord Jesus will be saved.  His work is sufficient.  It is not 
only sufficient for every person, it is sufficient to cover every sin and the world simply cannot 
understand that but God did not have to turn His back and ignore sin.  He did pour out justice, 
justice was served but it was poured out on the person of Christ; that all who believe in Him are 
now bearing His righteousness.   He is our hope and we read in Colossians there is that certificate 
that consists of decrees against us, all the things that we’ve done, that’s what he’s talking about here 
in these books.  But it was cancelled out; it was nailed to the cross.  When the books are opened, 
beside your name there’s a giant X through all of the sins of your life and my life and it says, “See 
other book.”  I made that up.  
 
I would not want anyone to walk from this place not believing, not trusting in the amazing, 
wonderful work of the cross.  To those who understand what happened there and believe in it, it is 
everything.  Nothing on this earth, nothing one could achieve, nothing one could experience could 
ever pale with the fact, the glory and the wonder and the awe and the worship that flows out of a 
heart who has understood what Jesus did on the cross, that we do not have to bear this judgment.  
And it is all His doing.  I simply need to trust Him.   
 
Not only do we receive eternal life when we trust in Christ, but something even more amazing or at 
least as amazing, happens and that is the very life of God comes to live within us.  We are grafted 
into the vine that is Jesus Christ and the very life of the kingdom comes to life in us.  God takes up 
residence in us and where we could not do works of righteous, we could not do deeds that were 
pleasing to God, God now empowers us to be kingdom builders and to do the works that Jesus did. 
And we are being transformed into His likeness day by day that we might do the very things that 
Jesus did when He walked on this earth; that we would be people of compassion, people of love, 
people of purity, people of joy and the things that we could not do on our own, now God has 
empowered us by putting the kingdom life within us in the person of the Holy Spirit.  It’s the down 
payment; it’s the guarantee of your eternal life.   
 
But Jesus made it very clear who those are who truly believe because they have the life of the spirit 
in them.  And so again, this morning I would ask you, if there is no evidence of the kingdom life in 
you, if there is no evidence of the spirit in you, if you don’t sense and experience the fact that God 
is now your Father and He is disciplining you and He’s pruning you and lifting you up as a branch 
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that you might bear more fruit and you know and see and experience His involvement in your life, 
and you watch yourself being transformed into His image, if that is not true of you, then you need to 
really question whether or not you believe.   
 
Because there will always be evidence if someone has truly believed.  The scripture could not be 
more clear about that.  Not perfect, but there will be evidence of the kingdom life in us.  And one of 
the other evidences, things that as a clear application to those that do believe from this passage,  is 
God has given us a mission to rescue people from this certain destruction.  And all those who are in 
the kingdom, all those who belong to Christ, will have it as a burning passion and desire of their 
heart to see people rescued.   
 
You cannot say that I am complete in Christ and not be on mission rescuing people out of darkness, 
declaring this message in word and deed that God became flesh in order to reconcile us to God.  It 
becomes the focal point of our daily existence.  Whether that’s as a businessman, a housewife, a 
professional, a doctor, a lawyer, whatever it is, it’s not about becoming a missionary or a pastor, it’s 
about whatever we do, wherever we go, the kingdom is alive in us and we are building the kingdom 
and we’re rescuing people and we’re calling people to come and receive this life that we’ve 
experienced.  No one needs to guilt you, shame you, or cajole you into doing that.  If the kingdom 
of God is alive in you in the person of the Holy Spirit, then you know that’s your mission and you 
will be about that mission in ever increasing ways.   
 
We are not people who should ever look down on the unrighteous and cluck our tongues and say 
what is wrong with those wicked, evil people out in the world.  We were such as they.  But thanks 
be to God, by the blood of Christ we have been set free and they too can be set free.  It is our joy, 
our delight, our privilege, our act of worship, our way of saying thanks to God for what He’s done 
to be introducing others to this amazing, eternal life so that all may be passed from death to life. 
 
I conclude with this poem written by Jimmy Needham that summarizes what we've talked about this 
morning.   
 
No one is good, there is not even one 
The front pages of papers, the children raped by rapists, Iraqi torture chambers 
And we the blame claim we’re blameless, Wrong!  OH! 
And swelling up inside of us there’s this pride in us, this arrogance 
and our only line of defense is the sense that I’m not half as bad as this friend of mine so I must be fine.     
We mean well, don’t we? 
Yet I’ve never seen good intentions set a man free. 
From hurt, oh, this poor unfortunate soul, filling a single void with toy after toy, girl after boy.  How boring!  
This wasn’t meant to be humanities life story.  Warring with God, saying, “what have YOU done for me?”   
Bought! OH! 
Hanging out for six hours.  Marred beyond recognition, in complete submission to the Fathers will, still a 
proclamation was made louder than the loudest temptation, with more beauty than all His creation, more 
eternal than eternity, more angelic than the heavenlies!    It is done!   
You are bought with blood, Accept, and Rejoice for Freedom has come! 
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Our Father, we are so thankful that You have so loved this world that You made that You sent Your 
one and only Son to be our Savior, that no one needs to stand before this great white throne.  And I 
pray that anyone in the sound of my voice who today has not yet put their faith and trust in Your 
finished work would do so.  And God, may those of us who have experienced Your redemption and 
forgiveness and this newness of life and have the kingdom life within us, Lord, may we see it as our 
daily first priority to build Your kingdom, to rescue people from this certain and terrible fate.  May 
we do it with as much passion, as much energy as we give to the other things of this world that we 
so love.  May nothing compare with our passion to see sinners redeemed.  May we do everything 
that Your Spirit directs us to do.  And would You to Your own glory bear much fruit, bring many 
into the kingdom as we are faithful stewards of this incredible message of Christ.  In Jesus' name, 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Scripture taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 
Copyright 1960, 1962, 1963, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1987, 1988, 

The Lockman Foundation.  Used by permission. 
Lincoln Berean Church, 6400 S. 70th, Lincoln, NE 68516   (402) 483-6512 

Copyright 2007 – Mark Kremer.  All rights reserved. 
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April 12/13, 2008                              Study Questions 

Life after Death Series 
What about Final Judgment and Punishment? 

Revelation 20:11-15 
Pastor Mark Kremer 

 
Opening Discussion 

1. How would most people in our culture define justice?  Where does their sense of right and wrong 
come from?  Who do people trust to execute justice and judgment?  
 

2. When people are wronged or hurt by someone there is a cry for justice and often a cry for vengeance.  
Where does that come from?  Why do we want other people held accountable for their wrong-doing, 
but insist on our own innocence? 
 
 

3. What are the most common beliefs today regarding final judgment and eternal punishment? 
Where do these beliefs come from?   
 

4. Do you think most people are aware of what the Bible teaches about eternal life and eternal 
punishment?  What are some common misunderstandings about what the Bible says about these 
things?   
 
 

Bible Study 
1. Discuss the difference between the first coming of Christ and the description of His coming in glory 

to reign and judge all mankind in Revelation 20:11, 12.  (Matt 25:31, 32) 
 

2. Why does Jesus have the right and authority to examine the life of every person who has ever lived?  
Where did this authority come from? (John 5:19-30)   
 
 

3. Verse 11 states that from Christ’s presence “earth and heaven fled away and no place was found for 
them”.  What is the meaning of this phrase and what are its implications for all mankind? 
 

4. Who is standing before the throne on the day of judgment (vs. 12)?  What is being communicated to 
us in this verse? 
 
 

5. What do the “books” which are opened contain?  What other book is also opened and what does it 
contain? (Verse 12) 
 

6. Will the judgment rendered by Christ be equitable and fair?  On what basis can we be sure that it will 
be? 
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7. Does every person have enough of a knowledge of what is right and wrong that they can be justly 
held accountable for all of their actions?  (See Romans 1:18 – 2:16; 3:10-20) 
 

8. Will anyone be excluded from this final judgment according to verses 12 and 13? 
 
 

9. What is the significance of death and Hades being thrown into the “lake of fire”? (vs. 14) 
 

10. For whom was the lake of fire intended? (Revelation 20:10; Matt. 25:41) 
 
 

11. What will the lake of fire be like?  What other descriptions of eternal punishment are used in the 
scriptures?  (Matt 22:13; 25:30; Hebrews 10:27) 
 

12. According to verse 15, what will happen to those whose names are not written in the Book of Life? 
 
 

13. How does that contrast with the destiny of those whose names are written in the Book of Life?  What 
will eternity hold for them? 
 

14. On what basis is your name either recorded in the Book of Life or excluded from the Book of Life? 

 
Application 
 

1. Why is believing in Jesus and His finished work on the cross as the only way to eternal life difficult 
for so many people to accept? 

2. How did I come to a point of decision regarding Christ? 
 

3. Does it matter to me that people without Christ are destined for such an awful end? 
 

4. How should the certainty of eternal separation from God and punishment for the unbelieving effect 
the way we as followers of Jesus live each day?   

 
5. What is the Holy Spirit calling me to do to proclaim hope and life to those who are currently destined 

for wrath?  How will I obey that calling this week?  How can we together keep this rescue mission 
front and center in our daily living?   
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