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Editor’s
Note

Welcome to the
2019 Southeast
Education
Network’s Holiday
and Winter
Travel Guide!
It’s time for a much needed
vacation - and we know our
educators are ready for Winter
Break! Last year, we brought
you our first Holiday and Winter
Travel Guide and got rave
reviews. So…we decided we
would do it again and present
to you leisure travel ideas
specifically for your families and
loved ones over the upcoming
months. From mountain retreats
to beach getaways, we know
you’ll have fun planning your
Winter Break trips with our
guide. Turn the page for some
great travel options this winter
and enjoy your vacation!

Flyby Christmas
Story by Jeanne Green, Chicken Soup for the Soul: It’s Beginning to Look a Lot Like
Christmas. (c)2019 Chicken Soup for the Soul, LLC. All rights reserved.

Time spent with family is worth every
second.
~Author Unknown

My husband and I were empty
nesters living in Sioux Falls, South
Dakota. Two of our children were
in Minnesota. Our youngest, Shana,
was going to graduate school in
St. Paul, and our oldest, Ryan, was
living with his young family in a
Minneapolis suburb. Our middle
child, Michael, was teaching in Las
Vegas. Everyone had to come from
far away to gather in our hometown
4
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for Christmas.
When you have grown children
who lead separate lives you learn
to graciously accept whatever
quality time you get with them.
One particular Christmas, we had
only a two-day window in which to
revel. Holiday cheer needed to start
Saturday afternoon and end fortyeight hours later. Shana was leaving
on a trip, and Ryan’s trio was getting
together with his wife’s family. Only
Michael had the luxury of staying
with us for a full week.
Everyone made it at the appointed

hour except for Michael, who was
grounded by a snowstorm at the
Denver International Airport.
“It’s pretty bad here,” Michael
reported over the phone. “I’m stuck
overnight at least.”
“We’ll save your king crab legs
so you can eat them when you get
here,” I said. “Dad and I will make
sure your gifts stay under the tree
until you arrive. Keep us posted.”
Saturday night came and went. On
Sunday, after a brunch of egg bake
and cinnamon rolls, we filled the day
playing newly opened board games

and watching Christmas movies.
That evening, Michael called to tell
us he would be spending one more
night in Denver, and then arrive at
Sioux Falls Regional Airport at noon
the next day.
“It will be great when you finally
get here,” I told him, keeping the
trepidation out of my voice. My
mind was doing mental math about
how much of the forty-eight hours
we would have left if the plane
arrived on time. Not many! By
my calculations, we would only be
together for one hour. I decided then
and there we would have Christmas
at the airport.
The next morning, I announced
my decision. There was grumbling
and comments like, “You’ve got to
be kidding!” I muddied the waters
by dictating that I was bringing a
Christmas CD and decorated sugar
cookies—and I was going to wear a
Santa hat!
Shana and Ryan packed their cars

www.seenmagazine.us

since they would be driving to their
homes straight from the airport. I
put the CD player and food along
with the Christmas gifts in our car,
and we caravanned to the terminal.
Michael’s plane was on time. We
hurried to find an empty booth in
the airport restaurant. I turned on
the CD player and holiday tunes
quickly filled our little corner of
the world. We ate our food and
opened our gifts. We posed in front
of a decorated Christmas tree in
the airport lobby, with me standing
in the middle and still wearing
the Santa hat. A traveler lugging
suitcases walked by, and we asked
him to take our picture. Then Shana
and Ryan’s group started their
journey home, all festivities over.
When I finally got the photo
developed, it revealed four people
anxious to get on their way; one
harried traveler in shorts and flipflops; one dad who had graciously
supported his wife’s wishes; and,

						

because her family was finally all
together, one beaming momma! I
realized what thousands of mothers
over centuries past have kept in their
hearts: grab every precious family
minute you can.
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Cold Weather Get-A-Ways

Experience the
Fredericksburg
Region!

The Fredericksburg region,
consisting of the city of Fredericksburg,
Spotsylvania County and Stafford
County, is conveniently located
between Richmond and Washington,
D.C. The region offers a rich history
- with a multitude of opportunities
for travelers to interact with the
historical events and remarkable
people who helped form our country.
Hugh Mercer Apothecary Shop

This eighteenth-century building
was restored to house the Hugh
Mercer Apothecary Shop, a museum
of medicine, pharmacy, and military
and political affairs. Dr. Mercer, the
shop’s namesake, served the citizens
of Fredericksburg with medicines
and treatments of the time – leeches,
lancets, snakeroot, and crab claws
made up just some of his remedies.

Rising Sun Tavern

Tavern wenches and indentured
servants will entertain with a lively
interpretation of 18th century tavern
life. Here, expect to learn how class
and gender dictated lodgings and

8
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meals, what difficulty the Stamp
Act presented, and how to not “bite
off more than you can chew.”
Mary Washington House

A visit to the home of Mrs.
Washington, purchased for her
by son George, will transport you
back to a time when social customs
were much different from today.

Ferry Farm

Walk the grounds where George
Washington grew up and explore
the recently built replica house,
complete with hands-on activities.

Kenmore

This beautiful home was the
plantation home where George
Washington’s sister lived with her
husband, Fielding Lewis, and their
children. Learn about the differences
and similarities between life in
colonial times and life today.

Fredericksburg Area Museum

The Fredericksburg Area Museum
(FAM) offers programs conducted in

the museum’s galleries, schools and
libraries. FAM’s programs cover the
history of our region including the
Virginia Indians, 18th-century life, the
American Civil War, Civil Rights, the
importance of the Rappahannock River
to our community, and archaeology.
James Monroe Museum

The James Monroe Museum
offers tours of our extensive
collection reflecting on both James
Monroe and early America.
Fredericksburg Battlefield

Explore multiple sites on this
battlefield with a park ranger,
including the Sunken Road, battledamaged Innis House, Marye’s
Heights, and the National Cemetery.
Chatham Manor

This large house was built
in 1771 and visited by George
Washington and Abraham Lincoln.
Learn about the slaves and soldiers
who were at this plantation before,
during, and after the Civil War.

estate by touring its stunning art
galleries, visiting its restored gardens
and exploring the property’s trails.
Belmont is a unique and enriching
destination for travelers of all ages.
Shannon Air Museum and
Virginia Aeronautical Aviation
Society Headquarters

The Shannon Air Museum houses
one of the rarest collections of vintage
aircraft in the world, including planes
from World War I and World War II.
Discover famous aviators, view historic
artifacts and learn about the founding
of one of the first major airlines.*
will be amazed by the replicas of
soldiers’ huts used as temporary
housing during the winter months.

Chancellorsville Battlefield

Visit the site where Confederate
General “Stonewall” Jackson was
wounded and learn stories of this
battle from a park ranger. Learn
about Lee’s Greatest Victory and
the daring maneuvers that are still
studied by the military today.

Gari Melchers Home
& Studio at Belmont

Explore this unique 18th century

For information on any of these
venues, click here click here or
contact Victoria Matthews by phone
at (540) 372-1216 or by email at
vamatthews@fredericksburgva.gov.

John J. Wright Educational &
Cultural Center Museum

Journey through the social context
of African American education in
Spotsylvania, its transformation through
successful integration, and the closure
of the historic John J. Wright Middle
School. The museum is located inside
the original school’s library. Key topics
include segregation, African American
culture, local history and integration.
Spotsylvania County Museum

The Spotsylvania County Museum
provides a comprehensive history
of Spotsylvania from 1722. The
Museum assembles special programs
on the County’s diverse history.
White Oak Civil War Museum

The Stafford County side of the
Rappahannock River was home to
140,000 soldiers following the Battle
of Fredericksburg. Most of the items
inthe museum, representing both
Union and Confederate troops, were
discarded or lost by troops camping
or fighting in the area. Travelers
www.seenmagazine.us

Hugh Mercer Apothecary

Come face to face with history, explore authentic
attractions, arts, wineries, breweries, the great
outdoors and award-winning dining. The perfect
getaway, right off the beaten path.
visitfred.com
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Cold Weather Get-A-Ways

Train Ride Takes Visitors on
a Magical Journey to the North Pole
THE POLAR EXPRESS™ Train
Ride at the N.C. Transportation
Museum in Spencer
The N.C. Transportation Museum in
Spencer will begin service to the North
Pole onboard THE POLAR EXPRESS™
Train Ride starting Nov. 16. The magical
story comes to life when the train departs
Barber Junction Depot at the N.C.
Transportation Museum for a 70-minute
round-trip journey to the North Pole.
Set to the sounds of the motion
picture soundtrack, passengers will relive
the magic of the story as they are whisked
away on THE POLAR EXPRESS™.
Once onboard, hot chocolate and treats
are served as passengers read along
with the classic children’s book, The
Polar Express, by Chris Van Allsburg.
Santa and his helpers greet passengers
at the North Pole and then board the
train, where each child is given the first
gift of Christmas – a silver sleigh bell.
10
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runs through Dec. 22 on select dates.
Exact dates, fares and excursion times
are available by calling 704-469-5231,
or by visiting www.nctrans.org. Ticket
prices for children (ages 2-11) range
from $32 to $42 and for adults from
$38 to $48, depending on date and
class of service. Families are encouraged
to wear their pajamas for the ride!

Chefs aboard each car lead passengers in
singing Christmas carols on the ride back
to the N.C. Transportation Museum.
The journey begins Nov. 16 and

The N.C. Transportation
Museum in Spencer
The N.C. Transportation Museum,
located in Spencer, N.C., about halfway
between Charlotte and Greensboro,
is located on the grounds of what
was once Southern Railway’s largest
steam locomotive repair facility in
the southeast – Spencer Shops. The
site features historic buildings like
the 90,000 square foot Back Shop,
where locomotives were completely
overhauled, and the largest remaining

roundhouse in North America, the
Bob Julian Roundhouse, where steam
locomotives were regularly serviced
during the first half of the 20th century.
When diesel engines replaced steam
in the 1950s, Spencer Shops slowly
shut down and the grounds were
eventually given to the state of North
Carolina in the late 1970s. Rather than
simply being a historic site, however,
Spencer Shops’ remaining structures
are now filled with railroading exhibits
and artifacts, along with aviation and
automotive exhibits, creating a firstclass transportation museum. Train
rides are also offered year-round on
a seasonal schedule for a from-therails view of this amazing location.
A visit to the N.C. Transportation
Museum will fill your senses, with
hulking steam locomotives, antique
cars from more than 100 years ago, and
aviation displays that include a full-size

www.seenmagazine.us

replica Wright Flyer and the ongoing
restoration of the Potomac Pacemaker
– a DC-3 that flew for Piedmont
Airlines during the 1940s and 1950s.
Amazing annual events include
the Easter Bunny Express, the Fire
Truck Festival, car shows, the Tractors
and Trains Festival, Wind & Wings:

						

The Science of Aviation, Day Out
With Thomas™ and, of course, THE
POLAR EXPRESS™ Train Ride.
Begin planning a visit for yourself
or your classroom online at www.
nctrans.org or call 704-636-2889.
The N.C. Transportation Museum in
Spencer is the museum that moves you!
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Winter Travel Tips

Travelling can be one of the most stressful activities to
plan during the winter break. Here are some tips the experts
say to consider as you’re preparing for winter fun:

SHORTCUTS, SHORTCUTS, SHORTCUTS
–Smarter Travel
There are now tons more time-savers, or shortcuts, to traveling more efficiently. For instance, print your
boarding passes at home or pull them up on your smartphone. Consider applying for trusted traveler programs
such as Global Entry or TSA Pre-Check, which allow you to skip the normal security lines. https://www.
smartertravel.com/10-tips-holiday-travel/, 10 Holiday Travel Tips You Need To Know, September 2019

12
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FLY EARLY OR DRIVE LATE
– Budget Travel
Budget Travel says either choice makes for a more pleasant travel experience during the holidays. In the article, Andrea
Feczko, host of the ABC series Vacation Creation, says the first flight of the day is often the most affordable and, of
course, flying early means there’s less of a chance that your flight (and any connecting flights) will be delayed.
How about if you’re driving? Budget Travel advises you to hit the road after dark, when the roads are
almost always emptier. - www.budgettravel.com, 7 Easy Holiday Travel Tips, November 2018

CHECK YOUR CAR – AAA
If you’re driving, AAA says to ensure your vehicle is properly maintained. If maintenance is not up to date, the car
association says to have your car and tires inspected before you take a long drive. AAA also suggests you store valuables
in the trunk of your car or a covered storage area and to keep your cell phones and chargers with you at all times.

STAY CONNECTED – Travel Channel
Travel Channel makes a good point: Stock up on the latest travel apps before you leave home. The
travel site suggests apps like GateGuru to give you approximate times you’ll spend in security at the
airport, cheap gas if you’re driving (GasBuddy) or the cleanest bathrooms on the road (SitOrSquat). www.travelchannel.com, Top 10 Survival Tips for Holiday Travel, Kathleen Rellihan

AVOID PEAK TRAVEL DATES – Smarter Travel
It goes without saying the highways and airports are filled the day before Thanksgiving and always Christmas
Eve. Smarter Travel says to avoid the hustle and bustle – try traveling on less congested days. They say traveling
on Thanksgiving Day is actually ideal and is more affordable – “with cut-rate air fare deals on Thanksgiving
Day.” As for Christmas and New Year’s, they say the peak holiday travel dates change each year depending
on which days the holidays fall. - www.smartertravel.com, 10 Tips for Holiday Travel, June 2017

TUNING OUT (with earplugs!)– Travel Channel
Need to relieve a little stress even before you reach your destination? Pack your earplugs – at least according
to the Travel Channel. They say the best way to mentally escape your stressful surroundings is to turn the
volume down. And the easiest way to do that is with earplugs. They also suggest to bring an eye mask if
you really want to check out a bit. - https://www.travelchannel.com/interests/holidays/articles/top-10survival-tips-for-holiday-travel, Top 10 Survival Tips for Holiday Travel, Kathleen Rellihan

www.seenmagazine.us
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Warm Weather Get-A-Ways

The World’s Favorite
Escape From It All
Now Officially Reopened, Beaches® Turks & Caicos
Welcomes The World To Its 5 Villages Inspired By The Most Iconic Destinations On Earth

For families
desiring an escape
from the world’s
stress, Beaches®
Turks & Caicos
offers a Luxury
Included® retreat
where everyone can
experience vacation
their own way,
together.
Featuring five
distinct villages,
drawing inspiration
from the most iconic
destinations on
Earth, guests can
indulge in multiple
vacations at once relaxing island-style
in the Caribbean
Village, embracing luxury at a new level
in the Italian Village, and winding down
in the city of lights at the French Village all across the purest stretch of Grace Bay,
complete with 21 distinct 5-Star Global
Gourmet™ dining options.
Here’s what a vacation at the Turks &
Caicos’ leading family resort feels like.
The Laid-Back Spirit
of the Caribbean
Built to soak up the sun, the
Caribbean and Seaside Villages at Beaches
Turks & Caicos celebrate the island
spirit fully, with shades of white and
turquoise spanning this entire side of
the resort - from bars set just feet from
the ocean to a skylit lobby and hang-out
area. Island favorites are offered at the
Jamaican inspired Jerk Shack, Schooners
Seafood Grill, plus a variety of swim-up
bars serving premium, top-shelf liquor,
14
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Robert Mondavi Twin Oaks® wine, and
a variety of kid-friendly, non-alcoholic
cocktails.
For aquatic-minded guests, the
Seaside Two Bedroom Luxury Butler
Villa, fit for up to eight, is located
central to the beach and the village’s
two pools - one of which features a
stunning waterfall grotto.

the flair of French
dining awaits. Café
de Paris, an openearly and late-intothe-night pastry
shop, encourages full
indulgence in sweet
treats and coffee
at all hours, while
elegant evenings are
best spent at Le Petit
Chateau, meaning
“little castle,” which
elevates expectations
with cuisine fit for
royalty, including
Ratatouille, Duck
Confit, and Roasted
Sweet Potato Veloute.
The toughest
decision guests will
encounter is choosing between the
various accommodations, all of which
offer equally breathtaking views of the
French Village’s main tropical garden. In
grand style, accommodations here hold
the largest families across the property
in suites like the French Village Three
Bedroom Concierge Suite, where up to
14 can find their own place to call home.

The Flair of France
When wandering around Beaches
Turks & Caicos, villages effortlessly
blend into each other for a completely
global adventure - however, guests will
know right away they’ve reached the
French Village. Tucked away from the
beachfront action, ornate, vibrant garden
paths turn to boardwalks and eateries
resemble those from the Champs-Élysées.
Lined up across from the village’s
main pool, surrounded by grand pillars,

The Glamour of Italy
Inspired by the plazas found in Rome,
Florence and San Marino, the Italian
Village boasts a 7,000 square-foot piazza,
accurately recreating the traditional
European metropolitan centers: quaint
shops lined up in winding fashion, along
with rustic, wrought iron benches and
tables under the shade of flared awnings
– all with distinct Caribbean flair.
The highlight of this epicenter is
Mario’s - a unique dining concept

Continued on Page 16

inspired by the Lombardy region of Italy.
On the menu, guests will find traditional
plates that take authentic to another
level, including Risotto Bianco con
Pesto, Penne alla Bolognese, Calamari in
Padella con Limone e Pangrattato, plus
a few kid-friendly options to please the
young ones.
Guests will find their expectations
of the high life exceeded in
accommodations that overlook the
resort’s massive main pool. In the sixstory room block, families of up to 12
can embrace luxury in suites, such as
the Italian Beachfront Penthouse Two
Bedroom Imperial Butler Family Suite,
which provides personal butler service for
every wish, whim and desire.

The Calm of Key West

Taking a page straight out of
Hemingway’s favorite destination to
write and relax, the Key West Village
brings Florida’s distinct vibe to Grace
Bay in authentic fashion. Two-toned
beach houses line one of the quietest
stretches at the end of the resort, just
like the southernmost city.
Here, it’s about much more

16
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understated island vibes accommodations redefine opulence,
including the Key West Beachfront
Four Bedroom Butler Villa Residence
with Private Pool, which allow guests
to spread out over three floors, a
private patio and porch, plus rooftop
sunroom.
Continuing the beauty of beach
living, Neptunes Mediterranean
Seafood and Sky Restaurant sit beside

and above the sea respectively, and
offer some of the freshest caught
seafood available in the islands.
When it’s time to unwind with the
entire family, Beaches Turks & Caicos
is the ultimate destination to experience
the world and escape from it all.
Beaches® is a registered trademark. Unique
Vacations, Inc. is an affiliate of Unique Travel Corp.,
the worldwide representative of Beaches Resorts.

Warm Weather Get-A-Ways

The Plaza Resort & Spa
Daytona Beach

Stunning ocean views, great food,
spectacular spa, genuine hospitality,
and rich in history, make the Plaza
Resort & Spa located in Daytona
Beach, Florida a great getaway. The
Plaza Resort & Spa has charmed
guests for over 125 years.
The Plaza Resort & Spa is
nestled on a traffic-free beach
within walking distance to a
plethora of shopping, restaurants,
and local attractions. The Ocean
Walk Village, Convention Center,
Daytona Beach Bandshell,
Boardwalk and Main Street Pier are
conveniently located minutes away.
Just over the Seabreeze Bridge is the
Daytona International Speedway
and you don’t have to be a racing
fan to enjoy the experience. EmbryRiddle Aeronautical University,
www.seenmagazine.us

Bethune-Cookman University
and the University of Florida
Daytona Beach, are all within a
short drive. Visiting families and

						

students can take a vacation while
exploring these college campuses.

Continued on Page 18
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Additionally, there is sport fishing
and other water activities like
jet skiing, parasailing, kayaking,
surfing, and countless other
pastimes that lure ocean lovers
daily. There is plenty to do for those
that prefer to stay on land with
museums, parks, events, festivals
and golf, all in close proximity to
the Plaza Resort & Spa.
Take a dip in the Plaza’s
oceanfront heated pool, access the
fitness center, challenge someone to
a life size game of chess, checkers,
Ping-Pong, or basketball. Play in the
surf with one of our paddleboards,
surfboards or body boards, or take
a ride on a beach cruiser; all are
included in your stay.
Ocean Waters Spa provides a
rejuvenating escape from everyday
tensions. A full service spa
located on the shores of Daytona
Beach, we provide more than 30
blissful treatments. We feature
award winning GM Collin Paris,
Eminence Organic Skin Care
and Sonoma Lavender, all for
your spa experience. Spa services
are by appointment only, please
call 844-466-8151 to make your
appointment.
For decades, groups of 10 to
2,000 have planned, dreamed
and celebrated at the Plaza.
With a variety of boardrooms,
ballrooms and outdoor event
space the Plaza can host any type
of event with style and flexibility.
From weddings to meetings our
team of event professionals will
coordinate your event and handle
all the details to make your event
a success.
The Plaza Resort & Spa
features 320 spacious guest
rooms with mini-fridge,
microwave, coffee maker and
multi devise charging stations.
The Plaza offers exceptional
amenities and leisure comforts
that create a memorable family
vacation, romantic retreat or an
unforgettable meeting in the
heart of Daytona Beach. Book
your stay today, 844-456-4222.
18
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DISCOVER BEACHFRONT RELAXATION FOR AN UNFORGETTABLE TRIP

The Plaza Resort & Spa
Daytona Beach
CLICK HERE FOR
OUR EDUCATORS
SPECIAL RATE

www.seenmagazine.us

www.plazaresortandspa.com
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Warm Weather Get-A-Ways

The Florida Keys

Dive Into

History
at the

History

of Diving

Museum
20
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Teachers
and Educators,
winter is a
wonderful
time to
escape to the
beautiful
Florida Keys.
Come scope
out the area
and plan
your next
school field
trip. With
convenient
flights to Key West, Miami and Fort
Lauderdale, the History of Diving
Museum is a short scenic drive away,
in Islamorada (MM83). Divers and
land-lovers alike are amazed by one
of the world’s largest collections of
diving equipment. Exhibits span over
4,000 years of “man’s quest to explore
under the sea.” The displays tell an
international story that highlights
early pioneers from all walks of
life who worked through barriers
to descend to the ocean floor. The
Museum begins with early breathhold diving and extends through the
development of diving bells, diving
machines, hard hats, scuba and
technical diving. It includes focused
areas like the unique south Florida
connection to recreational diving,
underwater photography, marine
biology and treasure/salvage diving.
Also highlighted are military divers
and adaptive diving for those with
disabilities. Along with 13 permanent
exhibits, there is a Featured Exhibit
room which hosts temporary special
interest exhibits.
Over 19,000 visitors from all
over the world and all 50 states
pass through the doors annually
for self-guided tours and scavenger
hunts. The Museum is open daily
from 10am to 5pm and, as an added
benefit to the community and
travelers, hosts a FREE Immerse
Yourself! Presentation at 7pm
on the third Wednesday of every
month. For schools and groups
with 15 or more participants, the

Museum can offer extended hours
by opening early or remaining
open after hours. The Museum
also offers unique tours, Museum
in Motion programs for students
and Dive Into History weekend
events throughout the year which
include historical presentations
and activities to compliment the
mission, artifacts and Featured
Exhibits. Programs are available onsite or off-site to present to schools,
universities, community groups
and organizations. It is our way to
enhance the educational outreach
component which compliments
STEM and STEAM programs as
well as engages the public.
Dive in to see our special
Featured Exhibits. Restoring our
Oceans, Preserving our Heritage will
be on display through December
31st. Focus includes volunteer
work done by the National
Association of Black Scuba Divers
and Diving With a Purpose (DWP)
while collaborating with the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) and the
National Park Service to perform
Citizen Science on submerged
cultural heritage sites. A special
focus of DWP is the protection,
documentation and interpretation
of African slave trade shipwrecks
and the maritime history and
culture of African-Americans who
formed a core. Dive Into Art: The
Beauty of Recycling will be on exhibit
from January – March, after which
the History of Diving Museum will
showcase Descending History while
celebrating the 15 year anniversary
of our opening in 2005.
The History of Diving Museum
is a 501(c)(3) non-profit. It has
been awarded consistent Trip
Advisor “Certificate of Excellence”
Awards and listed in their “Hall of
Fame” for the past five years, and
was honored as the 2019 Readers
Choice Award for the “Best Cultural
Experience” in the United States
and Canada by Sport Diver and
Scuba Diving Magazines. The
www.seenmagazine.us

previous Featured Exhibit, Dive
Into Art (January 2019 to April
2019), was a collaboration with
local schools and the Art Guild
of the Purple Isles. It was given
a GEM Award by the Monroe
County School Board, recognizing
the creative way to involve students
while bridging visual arts with
history.
Interested in finding out more?
Dive in this winter to check it out
and return with your students in

						

2020. Mention this article for a
SEEN discount good through the
school year. We also invite you to
join the buddy team and become
a member or sponsor. Be sure
to browse through the fabulous
Museum Store for quality gifts and
apparel for all ages.
Visit DivingMuseum.org/
education-tours to find out more
about tours, field trips and events or
email: programs@divingmuseum.org.
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Warm Weather Get-A-Ways

Take a Cruise

in Key Largo

Hop aboard the M. V. Key Largo
Princess 2 for our daily two-hour tours
as we cruise through the waters of the
John Pennekamp Coral Reef State
Park to view the exciting, beautiful,
underwater world of the Key Largo
National Marine Sanctuary.
The Key Largo Princess is a 75foot luxury, coast guard certified, glass
bottom boat, which can hold up to 140
passengers. Relax in the comfortable
22
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air-conditioned cabin as you peer into
the depths of the Molasses reef or enjoy
a panoramic view of the many colors of
the sea from our spacious sun deck. You’ll
love the scenery the John Pennekamp
Coral Reef State Park (the only undersea
park in the United States) has to offer.
To add more thrill to your trip fly
over the beautiful Florida Keys in our
Parasail package. You will soar like an
osprey as you enjoy the spectacular

views. You will enjoy the views of Key
Largo, the Florida Bay, the Atlantic
Ocean, and John Pennekamp State
Park. Gentle, dry take offs and landings
on the boat platform provide a safe
and exciting flight experience. Average
time once airborne is 8 or 10 minutes.
No special clothing is required. We
have happily flown ages 3 to 90.
We are also available for private charters
and events making us the perfect venue

for private cocktail cruises, weddings,
fieldtrips, or meeting group activities. The
boat has a capacity of 125 people and
can be chartered for a minimum of two
hours, then in one hour increments after.
Customizable private packages
are available for:
• Weddings
• Family reunions
• School groups
• Business meetings
• Holiday parties
• Cocktail cruises
Guests can choose a daytime trip and
either relax on our sun deck as they sip
a tropical cocktail or beverage from our
full service bar or ride in the comfort of
our climate-controlled main cabin. You

can choose a trip to view the exciting,
beautiful, underwater world of the
John Pennekamp Coral Reef State Park
and the Key Largo National Marine
Sanctuary or just a relaxing day out on
the Atlantic Ocean spending time with
your group checking out the panoramic
offshore views of the Florida Keys.
With a full bar and in house catering
plus the ability to light up the reef after
dark, the Key Largo Princess is also an
excellent choice for your next evening
affair. So make your next birthday party,
corporate outing, or family reunion one
to remember forever by letting us put a
package together for your group needs.
Visit our website today at
www.KeyLargoPrincess.com.

Daily Cruises Depart from the
Key Largo Holiday Inn at:
10:00AM, 1:00 PM & 4:00 PM

Book Your Cruise Today!
www.KeyLargoPrincess.com
www.seenmagazine.us

						

SEEN Magazine | Hello Winter!

23

Warm Weather Get-A-Ways

Lighting Up
the Season:

PALM
BEACH

ZOO
24
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Palm Beach Zoo is excited to present Zoo
Lights - a festive, family experience sure to
become a Florida holiday tradition. Join us
as we illuminate the Florida Wetlands and
Tropics of the Americas areas of the Zoo
with over one million eco-friendly lights.
Each evening from 6 – 10 p.m. all will
be aglow as the Zoo is transformed into a
twinkling wonderland. Enjoy special animal
encounters and holiday treats, photos with
Santa, cookie decorating in Mrs. Claus’
Kitchen and so much more!
Also, don’t forget to ring in 2020 at our
BETTER THAN EVER 8th annual Noon
Year’s Eve: Countdown & Ball Drop from
9A-2P! We’ll cheer to the new year with a
festive dance party in the Fountain Plaza,
complete with a special ‘sparkling’ gummy
bear toast and a ball drop and countdown
to 12 noon fit for all ages! This event is
included with regular zoo admission.

a job with the Parks Department for the
City of West Palm Beach. Dreher’s love for
landscaping led him to reuse unwanted
trees and plants from other projects around
the county, giving him the nickname “The
Johnny Appleseed of Palm Beach County.”
The 108-acre Bacon Park was owned by
the state, leading Paul Dreher to begin a
campaign to purchase the land. In 1951, the
city of West Palm Beach paid the state $100
for Bacon Park which would be dedicated
and renamed Dreher Park in October 1957.

Paul Dreher then worked to develop the
land into a usable park.
Fast forward to 2019, and Palm Beach
Zoo is Palm Beach County’s top-rated
zoological experience and serves as a home
to over 550 animals and 190 species,
many of them endangered.
For more information about this year’s
Zoo Lights, visit palmbeachzoo.org/zoolights today for event dates, details and
ticket information. Get Closer this holiday
season at Palm Beach Zoo!

Since 1957

The history of the Palm Beach Zoo is
over 50 years of progress, from a small red
barn to a major recreational attraction for
the City of West Palm Beach. It is hard to
believe that a few barnyard animals have
evolved to over 500 animals residing at
the zoo. The zoo would not be what it is
today without the help of one man. Paul
Albert Dreher was born in Wurttemberg,
Germany and was long interested in
landscaping, which led him to obtain a
degree in horticulture from the University
of Hohen-Heim. After receiving his degree,
Dreher moved to South Florida.
Palm Beach Zoo is located in Dreher
Park, formerly known as Bacon Park. Bacon
Park was utilized as a landfill and a tent
city campground, which was destroyed in
the 1928 hurricane. In 1932, Dreher took
www.seenmagazine.us

6PM – 10PM
Friday – Sunday | Nov. 29 – Dec. 1
Thursday – Sunday | Dec. 5 – 29
Experience the Palm Beach Zoo at night and enjoy:
Special Animal Encounters
Cookie Decorating
Photos with Santa

						

Visit PalmBeachZoo.org to plan your adventure today.
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Ready, Set, Shop!
It’s the most wonderful time of
the year – at least for retailers! For
many of them, the winter break and
holiday season is where they make
their yearly revenue. While some of
you will still head to your local mall,
more of you will be shopping online.
Whether you’re headed to the mall
or shopping from your phone or
laptop, here are some tips and tricks
to remember, from shopping experts,
when trying to snag those great deals:

Plan Your
Shopping Days –

It comes as no surprise Black Friday
is one of the best days to shop online and
in-store. However, there are, according
to Learnvest.com and Jon Lal, CEO
26

SEEN Magazine | Hello Winter!

of BeFrugal, better days than others to
hunt for deals. Learnvest contributor,
Natasha Burton, says Small Business
Saturday is a great way to save at
local mom-and-pop shops, while also
giving back to your community. The
article says consumers need to be on
the lookout for deep discounts on gift
cards – as store owners use them to get
repeat customers. The weekend after
Thanksgiving is also a great time to shop
as well for power and hardware tools,
according to Learnvest, as the prices will
be lower the weekend after Black Friday.
Cyber Monday. I think this day needs
no explanation – as almost everyone surfs
the net for the best deal on clothes this
Monday after Black Friday. Just make
sure you shop on secure sites – enjoy!
Two of the least known days for

shopping and savings – Green Monday
(two weeks after Cyber Monday) and
Free Shipping Day are also great days to
take advantage of savings. According to
Learnvest, Green Monday is historically
one of the busiest online shopping days
of the year and retailers often use this
day to offer discounts and encourage
online shopping (and shipping) with
ten more business days leading up
to Christmas Day. Free Shipping
Day, per Learnvest, is where online
shoppers can buy from retailers and
not pay a penny to have it shipped.

Use social media to
your advantage –

This is a great tip from Good
Housekeeping (www.goodhousekeeping.

com, “Follow These 18 Tips for
Stress-Free Holiday Shopping,
Amanda Garity.) and how I have
gotten better gifts for my family and
friends in recent years. By looking at
their Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and
other social media accounts, you can
good idea of their interests and likes.

Shop with
Credit Cards –
According to Good Housekeeping,
this is a great time to use the
rewards points you’ve been racking
up all year. Not a bad way to put
your credit card to good use.

Make a List,
Stay on Budget –
Even though we just talked about using
your credit cards, it’s still important
to stay on-budget. The easiest way
to stay on-budget: make a list. Yes, a
list will help you stay on task when
it comes to shopping and knowing
just how much you’re looking to
spend on each person or overall.

Get Creative! –

Another surefire way to save money
is to make your gifts. I know a lot of
people balk at the thought these days,
but a DIY gift can be just as good (and
thoughtful) as the store-bought gift.

Music –

Lastly, fill your shopping experience
with music. Not necessarily holiday
music – but any music that puts you
in a great state of mind while you’re
shopping. In Reader’s Digest, The
15 Best Ways to Save Money on
Your Holiday Shopping, contributor
Damon Beres cites Mark Ellwood,
author of Bargain Fever. Ellwood said
in a recent TIME article that stress
can actually make you spend more.
He suggests listening to calming music
when shopping to avoid busting
your wallet (www.rd.com, The 15
Best Ways to Save Money on Your
Holiday Shopping, Damon Beres).

Happy Shopping!
www.seenmagazine.us
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We hope
you’ve enjoyed

BROUGHT TO YOU BY

