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We always have. Since 1949 we’ve raised more than $4 billion for personal fundraising efforts just like yours.
That’s because World’s Finest Chocolate delivers real value for your money. Our chocolate is delectably rich, fresh, and full of flavor.
You can make a 50% profit on a $1.00 bar. Personalize and watch your sales increase. You raise more money and you raise it quicker.
Unused personalized inventory? We take it back, something no one else does. Now that’s real value. And real peace of mind, too.
You have a choice when it comes to chocolate. Why not make it personal? Choose World’s Finest Chocolate.
For fundraising information, please visit www.WorldsFinestFundraising.com or call 1-888-821-8452.

© World’s Finest Chocolate, Inc.

Master of Arts in Education Program
TUI University College of Education offers a Master of Arts in Education
(MAED) degree. The degree courses are designed to promote analytical and
problem solving skills with regard to the following concentrations:

• Teaching and Instruction
• Educational Leadership and
Administration
• Higher Educations and
e-Learning
• Early Childhood Education
• Enrollment Management
• Aviation Education
The goal of the program is to provide students with the knowledge and
skills needed for leadership careers in the field of education. The program
promotes educational opportunities for career advancement, employment
mobility and lifelong learning.

Visit http://www.tuiu.edu/coe/maed.html or
e-mail infocoe@tuiu.edu for more info.

TUIUNIVERSITY 800-375-9878
www.tuiu.edu
formerly Touro University International
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Software / Software Teaching Guides
ROBOTC software is compatible with LEGO® MINDSTORMS® and
Innovation First VEX® robotic platforms. This is a major advantage
because as teachers change robotic hardware platforms they are
able to continue with the same programming environment.

Learn to teach and use ROBOTC with
Robotics Academy Multimedia Training CD-Roms.

Step-by-step
guides to
installation,
set-up, and
firmware.

Ideal for teaching introductory programming; also includes
everything a programmer would find in a standard C language,
enabling advanced concepts to be taught.

Enabling Learning In...
Technology Education / Engineering
Artificial Intelligence / Embedded Systems / Mechatronics

Explanatory videos
describe how to use
debugging tools,
program robots, & more.

Animations, robot
building instructions,
and active forums with
hundreds of participants
where students can get
answers to questions.

Advantages Include...
•
•
•
•

Programming in industry standard C
Built-in real time debugging environment
Extensive custom and 3rd party sensor support
Teaching Guides developed by Carnegie Mellon
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Commented code samples,
robotics programming
challenges, and pages of
printable documentation
d
designed to complement the
instructional videos.

Visit www.education.rec.ri.cmu.edu
to learn more about Carnegie Mellon
Robotics Academy teaching
eaching solutions.
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Carnegie Mellon Robotics Academy
CURRICULU
CURRICULUM
C
• PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT • SOFTWARE • HARDWARE • CONSULTING • TRAINING MATERIAL

WWW.EDUCATION.REC.RI.CMU.EDU
LEGO MINDSTORMS is a trademark of the LEGO Group. © 2007 The LEGO Group. VEX is a trademark of Innovation First. © 2007
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SPRING 2008 TRAVEL EDITION

Oh what you’ll see...

In This Issue
◗ Get a preview of Educational
Travel Destinations throughout
the Southeast. Learn about special
youth group travel, family vacations
and opportunities and choices of
conference sites.
◗ Look at options to make your conference planning a success!
◗ Discover educational products
and services that will enhance your
school or classroom needs. Learn
from the experts how to keep your
school safe.
◗ Learn about resources for professionals working with “At Risk” youth
and view the challenges they face
today.
◗ Choose a university or college for
undergraduate, graduate degree or
online programs.
◗ View schools K-12 including public, private, boarding, faith-based,
military, developmental and social
and emotional in “Choices in Education.”

CONTACT US
10150 Mallard Creek Rd, Suite 101
Charlotte, NC 28262
866-761-1247, 704-568-7804
Fax: 704-563-4286
DISTRIBUTION
SEEN is distributed tri-annually to adult professional
educators, principals, superintendents, state departments of education, counselors, independent education consultants, ed tech buyers, public/private
schools, universities, security directors, travel planners,
convention/visitors bureaus, tour operators, motorcoach operators, meeting planners, transportation
directors, associations and corporate businesses,
throughout the Southeast. It is also distributed at
trade shows.

WEB SITE:
www.seenmagazine.us
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Motorcoach Transportation — Still the Best Choice
By Linda Morris

for a period of time. Eventually, something happens — sometimes an accident, which brings in the “feds.”
School personnel contemplating
motorcoach transportation for their
students must be able to identify safe
carriers and they must care enough
to use the very best available transportation for those students. There
otorcoach transportation is are a few basic criteria to follow:
still the best transportation
Is the operator a member of his/
for student travel for her state association, the United Molong distance from the home torcoach Association, or the Amerischool district. Many years ago the can Bus Association?
activity bus was permitted by state
Memberships in these organizadepartments of education and state tions show a commitment to profeslegislatures for school transportation sionalism and to a certain standard
with the intent that the trips would of operation. Professional operators
be short distance from the home will display their affiliations, phoschool for athletic events, band tos of their motorcoaches and facts
events and other school curriculum about their operation on their webrelated trips. Activity buses, just like site. Ask for their web address and
the yellow buses were intended check it out. Take time to visit the
for short trips. The yellow buses operator and see his/her operation
were intended for home to school first hand.
transportation. Now one sees
Does the operator have intrastate
activity buses not only more than 50 (in-state only) or interstate operating
miles from home, but many times in authority? Does the operator have a
neighboring states or beyond.
maintenance program? Does the opResearch says that motorcoaches erator have a drug and alcohol testare designed for long distance and ing program? Are drivers properly
travel on highways with speed lim- licensed? They must, by federal and
its beyond 55 miles per hour. Think state regulations, have a CDL with
about it. Think about the safety of passenger endorsement. Has the opchildren in travel for educational, erator conducted a criminal backathletic or other extracurricular ac- ground check for all drivers? When
tivities and events. A school activity was the last safety inspection conbus is cheaper. Yes. But what is the ducted for each motorcoach? When
value of safety? How about comfort? was the last compliance review for
Motorcoaches are not immune to the operation? Are driver logs kept
accidents. But, motorcoach travel is up to date?
still the safest public transportation
There are federal regulations govmode. Motorcoach operators are erning all these aspects of motorrequired to meet certain state and coach operation. Drivers are limited
federal standards to operator legally. to the number of hours they can
Legal is a key word. There are many drive. Be sure your driver is well restoperators who try to “fly below the ed; i.e., his log shows he has been off
radar.” And some do it successfully duty the proper amount of time. Are

Executive Director
Alabama Motorcoach Association
Florida Motorcoach Association
Georgia Motorcoach Operators Association
Motorcoach Association of South Carolina
North Carolina Motorcoach Association
South Central Motorcoach Association
Virginia Motorcoach Association

M
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you asking for motorcoach travel at
night? It is recommended that you
plan your itinerary for daylight travel. Cheapest is not always the best.
Many times a cheaper rate can be offered because the operator may have
compromised safety.
Does the operator carry at least $5
million in auto liability insurance?
This is the minimum federal requirement. In addition to visiting the
operator to discuss these and other
issues, school personnel can go online to www.safer.fmsca.dot.gov and
research the operator and his/her
operation.This is a quick way to find
out if operating authority and insurance are current. It is also a quick
way to find out the safety rating of
the operation. North Carolina Motorcoach Association has a short DVD
titled Charter Transportation Safety
Awareness, which was distributed to
all school districts in North Carolina.
The same safety rules and regulations apply to all states.The DVD can
be seen at www.ncmotorcoach.org.
Motorcoach travel is alive and
well. Motorcoach operators tell me
business is good. I asked some of the
operators in the southeast to give me
some ideas to share with you. Most
of them are encouraged by increased
motorcoach travel, including student
travel.The state associations conduct
annual membership meetings and
conduct a market place where operators learn about the newest and
grandest attractions and educational
programs at various destinations. Hotels, restaurants, theaters, attractions,
and destinations are members of the
motorcoach associations. Operators
can advise you about venues that
are group friendly offering the best
rates available. School personnel are
see MOTORCOACH page 13
www.seenmagazine.us
www.seenmagazine.us
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Plan Now To Participate In Our

August 2008 Issue
SPOTLIGHT
An Outdoor Adventure for Everyone
Great Southern Museums • Civil War & Historical Sites
Science & Education Attractions
Conference & Tradeshow Facilities

Upcoming Conferences
Heartland Travel Showcase
March 7-9, 2008 • Milwaukee, WI
www.ohiotravel.org
African-American Travel Conference
April 8-10, 2008 • Cleveland, OH
www.aatconline.com
Association of Children’s Museums Annual Conference
April 24-26, 2008 • Denver, CO
www.childrensmuseum.org
Association of African-American Museums
2008 Annual Conference
August 27-30, 2008 • Chicago, IL
www.blackmuseums.org
Student Youth Travel Association
12th Annual Conference
September 5-8, 2008 • San Antonio, TX
www.syta.org
International Association of Amusement
Parks & Recreation Summer Meeting
September 27-29, 2008 • Munich, Germany
www.iaapa.org
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CONFERENCES & MEETINGS

Pigeon Forge is excellent destination for conferences
Nestled in the heart of the Smoky Mountains
the Best Western Plaza Inn, Best Western Toni Inn
and Mainstay Suites by Choice Hotels are a wonderful choice for your vacation accommodations.
Located on the Parkway in Pigeon Forge the
Best Western Plaza Inn and Best Western Toni Inn
both sit within walking distance of Dolly Parton’s
Dixie Stampede Dinner and Show, and right next
to traffic light #8, which is the direct route to
Dollywood Theme Park and Dollywood’s Splash
Country Water Adventure Park. Mainstay Suites is
centrally located two blocks off the Parkway in
Pigeon Forge, combining a country setting with a
peaceful atmosphere and just minutes away from
the excitement of local attractions.
Begin the day right by waking up to a spectacular view of the smokies in a Mountain View room,
just one of the variety of rooms offered at the Best
Western Plaza Inn. Then let your nose take hold
of the great aroma of the biscuits waiting for you
in our deluxe complimentary continental breakfast. Understanding sometimes we have to mix
a little business with pleasure, enjoy checking
your email or surfing the web with our free highspeed wireless Internet available at all properties.
Unwind after a long day by taking a dip in one of
our outdoor or indoor pools, or just relax in one
of our Jacuzzis.

10 SPRING 2008  SouthEast Education Network

The Best Westerns raise the bar when it comes
to variety offering many different room types to
satisfy almost any situation. Whether you need a
charming standard room, a spacious indoor pool
room, possibly a romantic Jacuzzi room, or maybe
a serene River View room, we can accommodate
to your taste. We also offer family suites and a
spectacular Honeymoon Suite, which is impressive to say the least.
Pigeon Forge is a great destination for family
reunions and groups. Over the years we have had
the honor of hosting a vast number of groups and
with the new addition of our Conference Center at Mainstay Suites, we have a lot to offer. This
addition has been an important tool for making
group gatherings a success with the state of the
art sound and audio equipment, and the capability of accommodating up to 300 people.
So join the countless number of satisfied guests
and stay where the staff is friendly, the smiles are
genuine, and the accommodations are more than
splendid.
MainStay Suites
888-428-8350 . www.mainstaypigeonforge
Best Western Plaza Inn
800-223-9254 .www.bestwesternplazainn.com
Best Western Toni Inn . 866-422-3232
www.bestwesterntoniinn.com

Amenities
• Brand new 300-seat Conference
Center with state of the art sound
and audio equipment
• Excellent catering services
• Complimentary breakfast
• Indoor/Outdoor Pools
• Jacuzzis
• Lazy River Ride at the MainStay
Suites
• Hosting Corporate Associations,
Military Groups, Family Reunions
Motor
Coach Groups
• Close to Dollywood, Dixie Stampede,
WonderWorks, In the heart of the
Great Smoky mountains

www.seenmagazine.us

CONFERENCES & MEETINGS

Create A Myrtle Beach Experience For Your Conference

W

hen planning your next
trade show, conference
or meeting, consider the
Myrtle Beach area. This favorite
vacation spot offers an abundance
of properties that cater to groups —
and provides sports opportunities,
shopping, entertainment and miles
and miles of sandy beaches.
The largest meeting facility in
the area, the Myrtle Beach Convention Center has 100,800 square feet
of prime exhibit space. There are
rooms for meetings theatre style.
The convention center has an outdoor plaza that can used for press
conferences and receptions (in addition to reunions and weddings, a fact
to tuck away for future more personal plans). The adjoining Sheraton
Myrtle Beach Hotel has 17 rooms
for additional meeting sessions and
can seat up to 1200 for dinner in its
Grand Ballroom.

The convention center and hotel are not far from the airport, are
only four blocks from the beach and
within a mile of thousands of other
lodging, dining and entertainment
choices. This opportunity for a trade
show or conference is a planner’s
dream come true.
After meetings are over for the
day, an attendee can take advantage
of more than 100 championship golf
courses, eight live entertainment
theatres and an assortment of other
attractions.
The Myrtle Beach
area, known as The
Grand Strand, has
a beautiful 60-mile
stretch of the best
beach on the Atlantic
Ocean.There are water
adventures, aquariums,
an abundance of restaurants featuring fresh

seafood and dozens of other sumptuous choices.The area is known for its
shopping, including outlets galore.
Come to Myrtle Beach, have a great
meeting, bring your family with you
for a wonderful vacation, and return
to your work ready to put into effect
the learning experiences you found
at your convention.
For more information contact the Myrtle
Beach Convention Center at 800-537-1690
or visit www.myrtlebeachconventioncenter.com.
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At the Myrtle Beach Convention Center, we only have one rule. Host great meetings. And we do.
Our amazing facilities provide everything you need during the convention, and the pristine beaches
and world-class golf offer endless opportunities for fun when it's over.
No hassle. No worry. No excess baggage.

A FACILITY OF THE CITY OF MYRTLE BEACH

Break with convention.
Book your next meeting at the Myrtle Beach Convention Center.
1-800-537-1690 or 843-918-1225 • Fax: 843-918-1243
www.myrtlebeachconventioncenter.com

www.seenmagazine.us
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TRAVEL Alabama

Florence: Experience a Little
History, Blues and Miracles

Florence Indian Mound

By Alison Stanﬁeld

dis·cov·er (dų -skƕv-ԥr) verb: to obtain sight or knowledge of
for the first time: FIND <Columbus discovered America>; to
make known or visible: EXPOSE <discover the truth>

Backed by the full resources of Auburn
University, Auburn-Opelika will take your
students out of the classroom and into a
world they can discover with their very
own eyes, hands, and hearts. Contact the
Auburn-Opelika Tourism Bureau for
more information and customized
itineraries.
714 E GLENN AVENUE | AUBURN, AL 36830
334.887.8747 | 866.880.8747 | INFO@AOTOURISM.COM | AOTOURISM.COM
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Florence Indian Mound
A visit to the prehistoric mound is truly like
climbing the steps of history, which began around
100 A.D. when Native
Americans called this area
home. It was during these

early years that the people
of the Woodland culture
constructed the domiciliary mound. While it is not
known the exact purpose
of this mound, historians
believe it served as the base
of a ceremonial temple or
chief’s houses. At 43 feet
high, the Florence Indian
Mound is considered to be
the largest mound in the
Tennessee Valley region.
Visitors will also be
amazed by the extensive
collection of rare and fascinating Indian artifacts. If
these treasures from the
past could talk, they would
piece together a story of
early Southern culture and
how the earliest people
lived. The exhibits feature
thousands of relics such
as Clovis and Cumberland
points from the Paleo period; tools, pottery and pipes
from the Archaic and Woodland people; and a rare
glimpse into the past.

Pope’s Tavern
The scars of the Civil War
▼

T

he world we live
in today is fastpaced, filled with
technology and most
anything you need to
know is just a “Google”
search away. Students find
it interesting to learn that
there was a time before
the Internet, I-Pods and
text messaging. Since
time travel is not possible,
a visit to Florence,
Alabama will transport
the high tech students of
today back to the 1800’s
when Native Americans
called this area home
and pioneers roamed our
wilderness. The Civil War
was devastating the region
and two children were
born that would change
the world of music and
open up the world for the
deaf and blind.

www.seenmagazine.us

Alabama TRAVEL
of personal mementos,
gifts and books from her
lifetime of travels. Playwright, William Gibson’s
epic drama, “The Miracle
Worker,” is performed at
Helen Keller Birthplace
the home each June and
Helen Keller was born in July and thousands gath1880 in Tuscumbia,AL. She er for the weeklong Helwas born healthy, however, en Keller Festival in June
a severe illness left her to celebrate her great
blind and deaf where achievements and contrishe was trapped in a butions to the world.
dark, soundless world.
The staff at the FlorIn the spring of 1887 ence/Lauderdale Toura miraculous break- ism office can customthrough
occurred ize your itinerary to fit
when Helen finally the needs of your group
understood her first including guest speakword w-a-t-e-r. Her si- ers, special hours, hotel
lence was broken and accommodations
and
she went on to dedi- restaurant recommendacate her life to improving tions. Other available adthe conditions of blind ventures include the Alaand deaf around the world, bama Music Hall of Fame,
lecturing in more than 25 Children’s Museum of
countries on five major the Shoals, Tavern, Frank
continents.
Lloyd Wright Rosenbaum
Keller’s birthplace, Ivy House and historic WilGreen, has become a per- son Dam.
manent shrine to “America’s First Lady of Cour- Contact us for your “Advenage,” housing many of the tures in Southern Culture”
Keller family’s original travel planner at 888-356furnishings and hundreds 8687 or www.flo-tour.org.

run deep through our his- Colonel’s uniform and a
tory. Few Southern towns vertically strung piano —
suffered more than Flor- one of only four to be conence during this volatile structed. Pope’s Tavern is
time as the area changed also the site of the annual
hands between the Union Frontier Days held in June
and Confederate forces each year, an event that
over 40 times. Today, there recreates what life was like
are many historic sites and in the early 1800’s when
structures that serve as Florence was founded.
a lasting reminder
of that challenging
time in our Nation’s
history.
One of the oldest
structures in Florence is Pope’s Tavern, which served
as a stagecoach stop,
tavern and inn, and Home of W.C. Handy, “Father of the Blues.”
was used by both
Confederate and Union
forces during the War Be- W.C. Handy Museum
The “Father of the Blues,”
tween the States. It is locatW.C.
Handy, was born in
ed on what was known as
Florence
in 1873 in a log
Jackson’s Military Road and
cabin
that
now serves as a
Andrew Jackson himself is
museum
for
a large collecsaid to have stopped here.
tion
of
his
memorabilia.
An
The museum now houses
accomplished
and
talented
a wealth of local history,
pioneer and Civil War arti- musician, he became fafacts. Some of the interest- mous for his compositions
ing and historic exhibits of “St. Louis Blues,” “Beale
include a rare Kennedy Street Blues,” and “MemLong Rifle, a Confederate phis Blues.” Feel the blues

at the piano where he
composed “St. Louis Blues”
and view his hand-written
music sheets for many of
his famous tunes.

Motorcoach

If you have difficulty finding
contact information, please call
Linda Morris at 800-376-1660 or
email info@ncmotorcoach.org.

Alabama (AMA)
Aug. 3-7 • Pigeon Forge, TN
MainStay Suites
w w w. a l a b a m a m o t o r coach.org

2008 Motorcoach Meetings

South Carolina (MCASC)
Aug. 24-28 • Columbia, SC
Radisson Hotel Columbia
Conference Center
www.scmotorcoach.org

continued from page 8

invited to visit the website
of the state association for
listings of operator members and venues catering
to motorcoach groups specifically.
The motorcoach industry has two national associations monitoring legislation that affect the industry at the federal level, the
American Bus Association
and the United Motorcoach
Association. ABA and UMA
also make every effort to
stay informed about state
www.seenmagazine.us

legislation, which is monitored by the state associations. Both have excellent
publications and programs
to keep operators abreast
of industry issues and offer
programs, seminars, and
workshops to keep operators well informed.
Safety is always the
No. 1 concern for motorcoach travel and there are
many dedicated people at
the federal and state level
who keep that concern
in the forefront. The state
association offices or either of the national motorcoach association offices will welcome inquiry.

North Carolina (NCMA)
Jan. 26-30 • Asheville, NC
Grove Park Inn Resort
www.ncmotorcoach.org
Florida (FMA)
July 7-10 • Kissimmee, FL
Orlando Sun Resort
www.ﬂoridamotorcoach.org
Georgia (GA)
July 19-22 • Atlanta, GA
Hilton Atlanta NorthEast
www.gamotorcoach.org

South Central Motorcoach Assoc.
Oct. 6-8 • Houston, TX
www.southcentralmotorcoach.org
Virginia (VMA)
Sept. 12-15 • National
Habor, MD
www.vamotorcoach.com
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TRAVEL Alabama

Alabama Festivals

April 26, 2008
Auburn CityFest
Auburn, Alabama
Auburn’s largest free outdoor Arts & Crafts Festival! Rain or shine event.
334-501-2930
April 26, 2008
Wildflower Saturday at Little River
Fort Payne, Alabama
National Park Ranger Larry Beane will guide you through a memorable wildﬂower experience.
256-782-5697
April 26, 2008
Southern Crossroads Best Buckin BBQ
Athens, Alabama
BBQ Cookoﬀ open to professional and shade tree cookers.
256-278-9089

April 26, 2008
Chunnenuggee Fair
Union Springs, Alabama
Juried Arts and Crafts Fair. Food, Fun, Fabulous Entertainment, Arts, Crafts, Jewelry, Purses.
334-738-8683
April 26 -April 27, 2008
TroyFest
Troy, Alabama
Fine Art & Crafts
334-674-2455
May 01 -May 03, 2008
Festival of Murals Art Celebration
Dothan, Alabama
Three day celebration of the arts- music, arts, crafts and free street fair on Saturday. Free kids zone!
334-699-1475
May 03 -May 04, 2008
Ellis Homestead Day at Sequoyah
Valley Head, Alabama
Come witness powerful tractors, engines, machinery, great music, food & crafts as part of this
festival.
800-843-5098
May 09 -May 10, 2008
Johnny Mack Brown Western Festival
Dothan, Alabama
Tribute to western ﬁlm legend, Johnny Mack Brown. Old movies, kids area, cowboys and
demonstrations!
334-793-9042
May 10 -May 11, 2008
Pow Wow Power Pow Wow
Huntsville, Alabama
Native American Pow Wow , Authentic Dance, Vendors, Authentic Food
256-880-8987

Anniston Museum of Natural History
Explore the wilds of Africa, the wonders of the North
American wilderness and the mysteries of 2,000 year old
mummies, in the seven fascinating exhibit halls of the
Anniston Museum of Natural History.
Educational opportunities abound at the Museum. From
natural history programs to Safari tours to summer day
camp, the Museum’s in-house education department develops programs and events that merge fun and learning.
Teachers and their students can choose from a variety of curriculum-building programs;
and parents and their children can enjoy a number of leisure-learning opportunities.

800-489-1087 • www.annistonmuseum.org

STURDIVANT

HALL

MUSEUM

•

BROWN

CHAPEL

A.M.E.

CHURCH

W A L K I N G
S T R E E T
J R .
K I N G ,

V A U G H A N - S M I T H E R M A N

L U T H E R

•

Where History Meets Hospitality

M U S E U M

M A R T I N

B R I D G E

H I S T O R I C

P E T T U S

Civil War. Civil Rights. Two of the
most significant eras in
American history have their
roots in Selma, Alabama. Relics,
museums, memorials, antiques
and southern hospitality are just
a few reasons to visit us.

1 800 45 SELMA

www.SelmaAlabama.com
V O T I N G

R I G H T S

M U S E U M

•

O L D

D E P O T

M U S E U M

•

• N A T I O N A L
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Arkansas TRAVEL

With Patience, Persistence and Perseverance,
You Can Find a Diamond at Crater
By Zoie Clift
Arkansas Dept. of Parks and Tourism

N

ews about Crater of Diamonds State Park has
been making the rounds. The park, affectionately
known as the “Crater,” has been in the spotlight
recently, routinely harnessing coverage from national
and international outlets such as the BBC, CNN and the
Travel Channel.
“The year was a banner year because so many nice
large diamonds came out of the park,” said park superintendent Tom Stolarz.“At least eight
or more notable diamonds made the
news.”
On average, park visitors find more
than 600 diamonds each year of all
colors and grades. Though the year’s
totals came in a bit below average,
488 were found; the difference, and
what has caught people’s attention,
is that visitors were finding bigger diamonds. Over 15 diamonds weighed
in over a carat, with the total weight
for the year coming in at 117.51 carats.
Many are amazed to learn there is
a place in Arkansas where they can go and dig for diamonds — which were first mined in India over 2700
years ago.The park, which is the only diamond site in the
nation open to the public, is located above an eroded volcanic pipe. For a small fee, visitors can dig for diamonds
and other gemstones and keep what they find.
The crater itself is a 37-acre open field that is plowed
from time to time to bring diamonds and other gemstones to the surface. Recently, park staff have worked
to enhance and increase a visitor’s chance at finding
diamonds. New levels of dirt have been unearthed for
searching in the park, including a trench in the East Drain
in August of 2005 and another trench in the West Drain
that opened in September the next year. Stolarz credits
these new trenches as catalysts for the speed at which
visitors have currently been finding diamonds.
Over 25,000 diamonds have been found by visitors
since Crater became a state park in 1972.What sets Crater
diamonds apart are color (the vast majority of diamonds
found here are white, brown and yellow) luster, (many
look like small pieces of metal) and shape (if not broken,
they are usually very smooth and well rounded).
The first diamond was found here in 1906 by John
Huddleston, who owned the property. Other noteworthy
finds include the “Uncle Sam” (40.23 carats), the largest
diamond ever unearthed in the nation; the “Amarillo Starlight” (16.37 carats) the largest diamond ever unearthed
www.seenmagazine.us

by a visitor; and the “Strawn-Wagner Diamond,” which was
certified a perfect grade by the American Gem Society. It
weighed 3.03 carats in the rough and 1.09 carats cut. A
diamond this perfect, and weighing over a carat after cutting it, is estimated to occur around one time in a billion.
It’s even rarer coming from a non-commercial diamond
mine such as Crater. Some diamonds from the park are
also on display at the Smithsonian’s Museum of National
History in Washington, DC.
The diamonds may not always be
easy to find, but they are out there.
“If you really want to find a diamond
out here, you will,” said Stolarz, who
has worked at the park for 24 years
and served as superintendent for
three.“It’s a matter of patience, persistence and perseverance.”
In addition to diamonds, visitors
may find semi-precious gems such
as jasper and amethyst, or minerals such as quartz and barite. The
remainder of the park consists of a
visitors center, an interpretive center, the Diamond Springs water playground, campsites,
and walking trails such as the 1.2-mile River Trail along
the Little Missouri River.
Murfreesboro is located just south of Hot Springs. The
park is open daily (except designated holidays) and admission to the diamond search area is $6.50 for adults
and $3.50 for kids 6-12 years old. With advance notice,
organized groups of 15 persons or more can receive a
group discount.
More information can be found at www.craterofdiamondsstatepark.
com.
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TRAVEL Florida

Swing Into Spring with a Visit to the Sunshine State

H

op into full swing for
spring with a visit to the
Sunshine State. Florida
has an array of options sure to
knock the snow off your boots.
Immerse yourself in culture, art,
electric nightlife or relaxation
to melt away those winter blues.
So pack up those sweaters
and dust off your flip-flops for
a revitalizing Florida spring
vacation.
(Listings are organized by city
from North to South)

Attractions
Welcome to the jungle opens
spring 2008, as Busch Gardens
Tampa Bay presents its newest
adventure, Jungala, a four-acre
attraction set in the heart of the
Congo. As the most ambitious
enhancement to date, Jungala
allows guests to discover exotic
animals, explore a hidden village, monkey-around on a play
area or zoom down the new
zip-line experience over orangutans and Bengal tigers.
For more information call 888-8005447 or visit www.buschgardens.
com.

State Parks
The Florida Department of Environmental Protection opened
Florida’s 161st state park only
20 miles outside of Tallahassee.
The St. Marks River State Park,
located in Jefferson and Leon
Counties, is a 2,589-acre property offering visitors hiking and
biking trails on a dirt road dating
back to the mid-1800s, a picnic
facility and native wildlife.

photographic contributions and the
development of traditions passed
down three generations from mentor
to student. The exhibit shows from
May 24 ñ Sept.7, 2008.
For more information call 863-688-7743 or
visit www.polkmuseumofart.org.
Come one, come all to the smallest
show on earth! The Howard Bros. Circus, the largest miniature circus in the
world, is now on permanent display
at the John and Mable Ringling Museum of Art. Circus-goers and workers dot the carnival landscape, along
with 200 animals, 130 circus wagons,
55 railroad cars and eight circus tents,
making one authentic replica of the
Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey
Circus during the 1930s.
Anna Mary Robertson, “Grandma
Moses,” has captured America’s imagination since 1938. Grandma Moses:
Grandmother to the Nation allows you
the opportunity to be intrigued again
Jan. 26 - April 20, 2008 at the John and
Mable Ringling Museum of Art. Moses’
paintings from three decades will be
displayed showing her progression
from farm-wife artist to celebrity.
For more information call 941-359-5700 or
visit www.ringling.org.
Show your true colors with the
beautiful butterflies of the Naples Botanical Garden.The Wings of Brazil exhibit in the Butterfly House, running
from Jan.19 - May 11, 2008, houses
some of nature’s most stunning insects from around the world.
For more information call 239-643-7275 or
visit www.naplesgarden.org.

Festivals & Events

For more information call 850-2453029 or visit www.dep.state.fl.us.

Exhibits
The Polk Museum of Art
presents Karsh, Leonard, and
Bagert: A Photographic Legacy,
an exhibit detailing the artists’

Springtime Tallahassee — March 29
Incorporating more than 70,000 participants, and features Jubilee in the Park, where
vendors sell hand-crafted items, children play
in the park and everyone is entertained by
national acts on four stages.

850-224-5012 . www.springtimetallahassee.com
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Florida Wine Festival — April 12-14
A variety of food carefully paired with decadent wine tasting, presented April 12-14, 2008
by the Mary Brogan Museum of Art and Science.
This three day-long community-wide event features live entertainment, themed activities and
a local favorite, the celebrity grape stomping
competition.

850-513-0700 . www.thefloridawinefestival.com

FSU’s Flying High Circus — April 5-6, 12-13
Observe breath-taking stunts on the high
wire, magnificent fire eaters and slap-stick
clowns.

850-644-4874 . www.circus.fsu.edu

18th Annual Springing the Blues Festival .
April 4-6
One of the country’s largest free outdoor music festivals. Along with the beautiful beaches
of Jacksonville, enjoy the finest contemporary
and traditional blues musicians from around
the nation under the Sea Walk Pavilion April
4-6, 2008.

904-249-3972 . www.springingtheblues.com

Jacksonville Jazz Festival . April 11-13
Returns this year to jazz up your spring.
Downtown Jacksonville will be rockin’ as local,
regional and national recording artists, along
with thousands of adoring music fans from
across the Southeast, join in the celebration.

904-630-3690 . www.jaxjazzfest.com

Wakulla Wildlife Festival . April 3-5
Offers guided nature tours, birding adventures and heritage trails to celebrate the renewal of spring. You better hurry and make your
reservation as limited space is available.

www.wakullawildlifefestival.org

Lemon Street Celebration . April 10
Celebrating Polk Museum of Art’s 8th Annual Florida Outdoor Sculpture Competition,
this old-fashioned street party offers live entertainment, music and food for everyone. Don’t
forget to vote for your favorite sculpture — the
Lakeland winners will be announced during the
party.

863-688-7743 . www.polkmuseumofart.org

Wicked . March 12-April 6
The untold story of the witches of Oz, returns
to the Broward Center for the Performing Arts
in Ft. Lauderdale with its spellbinding musical.
Also don’t miss “Twelve Angry Men,” April 22May 4.

954-522-5334 . boxoffice@browardcenter.org
www.seenmagazine.us

Florida TRAVEL

Students Team Up with Disney for
Wildlife Education and Conservation
By Christine DeMichael
Disney Youth Group Programs

D

isney Youth Education Series (Y.E.S.) Programs
bring learning to life at the Walt Disney World
Resort in Florida.The Education Team at Disney’s
Animal Kingdom Theme Park has created a series of
programs teaching the importance of conserving and
protecting wildlife and wild places.
“Disney’s Animal Kingdom Theme Park is the home to
a variety of endangered and seldom seen wildlife,” said
Tim Hill, director of Special Programs for Disney Destinations. “Everyone can learn something about preserving
the ecosystem and wildlife for future generations.”
The three animal programs available at the theme
park are focused on inspiring students to take an active
role in the protection and conservation of the ecosystem. “Disney’s Wild by Nature” program for grades 2-9,
uses an interactive survival game to engage the group.
“Team Up for Wildlife” is for grades 6-12. It provides students with the tools to make effective conservation decisions.“Keepers of the Kingdom” gives students in grades
10–12 an insider’s look at the innovative ways that the
theme park is meeting the challenges of animal care and
conservation.
Considering that Disney is a leader in wildlife conservation with worldwide outreach programs, a portion
of the cost to participate in any of the Disney’s Animal
Kingdom education programs goes directly to conservation programs in the field through the Disney Wildlife
Conservation Fund. The fund has contributed more than
$11 million, distributed among 650 projects in more
than 110 countries, including local conservation education programs for students in key conservation areas of
Africa.
“We love the in-depth tour of what happens behind
the scenes at Disney’s Animal Kingdom. The guides are
ambitious and very knowledgeable on the subject matter,” said Brasser. “Since I am a Biology teacher, the academic program fits in beautifully with my curriculum
and it meets the National Science Education Standards
wonderfully. My students absolutely loved the program.
Most say it is the best trip of their lives, something they
might never get to do again.”
These three programs, in addition to two programs at
The Seas with Nemo and Friends at Epcot, are designed
by the Disney’s Animal Programs team. There are additional Disney Y.E.S. programs in the arts, humanities,
world cultures, leadership, career development, and
physical science.
For more information on these programs call toll free 800-6030552 or visit www.disneyyes.com.

www.seenmagazine.us
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TRAVEL Georgia

The SMART Place
to have FUN!

Hands-On Science at
Fort Discovery

• 250+ interactive exhibits
• PowerStation live science
demonstrations
• StarLab Planetarium
• Paul S. Simon Discovery Theater
• The Science Store
• Discovery Deli on the
Levee
• Overnight camp-ins
and summer camps
Augusta, GA • 800-325-5445
www.NationalScienceCenter.org
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D

iscover the fun of
hands-on science!
The National
Science Center’s Fort
Discovery is located on
the scenic Riverwalk
in downtown Augusta.
This 128,000 square-foot
family-oriented math and
science center fires the
imaginations
of children
and adults by
making math,
science and
technology
come alive.Your
Fort Discovery
experience
will be one to
remember with
250 hands-on
exhibits, custom
digital programs in the
Paul S. Simon Discovery
Theater, a StarLab
planetarium, Martian
Towers, a Kidscape
Gallery for young
scientists seven years
and under, educational
workshops, exciting daily
demonstrations in the
PowerStation, an indoor
lightening storm and our

outdoor high-wire bike.
Don’t miss your lunch
break at Discovery Deli on
the Levee, and be sure to
visit the Science Store for
all of your shopping needs!
Fort Discovery is also a
great place for birthday parties, family reunions, special
events, and company and
group outings. Schools
can plan their
field trips,
complete with
Discovery Labs
and electrifying programs,
for the day or
even extend
their visit overnight with our
unique CampIn experience.
Fort Discovery is open
Mon.- Sat., 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
and Sunday from noon to 5
p.m. and are located at One
Seventh Street on Augusta’s
Riverwalk.
For more information, call 800325-5445 or 706-821-0200 or
visit www.NationalScienceCenter.org.
www.seenmagazine.us

Georgia TRAVEL

Take a Voyage to Columbus
Along the Chattahoochee

T

eachers, tell your
students you’re taking
them on an adventure
outside of the classroom
that they will never forget
and then bring them to
Columbus, Georgia for some
exciting activities!
Along the banks of the
Chattahoochee River in
west central Georgia, you’ll
find Columbus, one of the
last planned cities of the
original 13 colonies, founded by an act of legislation
in 1827. The city served as
a major supply point during the Civil War, and, in fact,
one of the last battles of the
Civil War was fought in Columbus in 1865, a week after the war ended. Needless
to say, Columbus is steeped
in history.
Let your students experience a part of this history
with a visit to the National
Civil War Naval Museum at
Port Columbus. The only
museum of its kind in the
country, Port Columbus is
dedicated to taking a comprehensive look at this fascinating aspect of the war.
Students will be swept away
with stories of powder monkeys, and even see how the
navies used submarines and
torpedoes!
How about quenching
students’ thirst to learn with
a little background on Dr.
John Pemberton and an invention of his called “French
Wine of Cocoa” that eventually became known as —
Coca-Cola! During the Heritage Corner Tour, find out
more about Dr. Pemberton,
explore a fur trader’s log
cabin and take a look into
the oldest house in Columwww.seenmagazine.us

bus — complete with a
kitchen under the house.
Students who love the
limelight will enjoy stepping on the stage at the
Springer Opera House, the
State Theatre of Georgia.
This 135-year old theatre
was recently restored to
its original grandeur and
hosts a full season of productions from September
to May. There are also stories of many ghosts of past
performers still wandering
the halls and stages of this
Victorian-style theatre!
Oxbow Meadows Environmental
Learning
Center is a must for the
nature lover, future biologist, forest ranger or environmentalist. This nature
discovery center offers
two trails that allow you
to view native flora and
fauna up close. Animals
are on display, including
turtles, snakes, birds, frogs,
spiders, fish and an alligator. Oxbow Meadows recently expanded their horizons with the opening of
a forest canopy trail that is
among the nation’s most
unique. The 192-feet long,
35-feet high Treetop Trail
walkway provides an unparalleled view from the
forest canopy.
More than a quarter million students and teachers
across the United States,
Canada and England will
experience the excitement of space exploration as part of Challenger
Learning Center programs
at the Coca-Cola Space Science Center. Merging the

Travel through the
treetops and take
a flight to Mars.

At Oxbow Meadows Environmental Learning Center
you’ll experience one of only 100 canopy walkways
worldwide. Oxbow’s TreeTop Trail is one of only 3 canopy
experiences in the eastern U.S.
The Coca-Cola Space Science Center offers the Challenger
Learning Center – In Earth years, it is 2076, and a now
routine Voyage to Mars has brought the latest human
crew into Martian orbit.
Learn more just a few clicks away at visitcolumbusga.com,
or call and let us tell you what progress has preserved.

1.800.999.1613, Ext. 16
visitcolumbusga.com

see COLUMBUS, GA page 21
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TRAVEL Georgia
Make plans to attend one of our
Unique Educational Festivals!

Blairsville Scottish
Festival & Highland Games
June 14-15

Learn about Scottish Heritage and Traditions

Sorghum Festival
2nd, 3rd & 4th weekends in October

Sorghum Syrup Making Demonstrations

Blairsville, Georgia — close to North Carolina and Tennessee
Blairsville-Union County Chamber of Commerce • Blairsville, Georgia

877-745-5789 • www.blairsvillechamber.com

The Drummer Boy Civil War Museum
Perfect For Educators to Visit With Students
Open Thurs-Sun 1-5pm or by appointment for groups.
Ask about Our Free Tour Guides!

Authentic Uniforms • Campaign Items
Weapons • Flags and more

Historic Fair
October 4-5, 2008
Battle Reenactments • Living History Programs • Crafts
Andersonville, Georgia
229-924-2558 • www.andersonvillegeorgia.com
You’ll Love Exploring Coweta, GA!

Explore Coweta County’s Historic Homes,
Famous Folks and Ageless Hospitality
Visit Dunaway Gardens and Riverwood Studios

Take tours of the historic
districts in Senoia,
Grantville and Newnan
800-826-9382 • 770-254-2627

Explore the Lewis Grizzard and
Erskine Caldwell Museums
www.explorecoweta.com

Where America Reunited
See the Story
Unfurl at the

Evergreen Cemetery
Yanks and Rebs resting together

Blue & Gray Museum
• Learn about the founding of
Fitzgerald after the Civil War
• See items from the Civil War
• Watch the documentary Marching
as One

Fire Engine Museum
Engines from early years to today

Architectural
Treasures
Tour the Historic District unique to
Southern Georgia

Fitzgerald,GA
800-386-4642 • 229-426-5033
www.fitzgeraldga.org • fitztourism@mchsi.com

Join us on a journey into antiquity
and dig down with us into the past!

Explorations in Antiquity Center
For more information contact:
The LaGrange-Troup County Chamber & Tourism Office
P.O. Box 636 • 111 Bull Street • LaGrange, Georgia 30241

706-884-8671 • 706-885-0363
www.lagrangechamber.com • www.explorationsinantiquity.com

20 SPRING 2008  SouthEast Education Network

www.seenmagazine.us

Georgia TRAVEL

Brunswick — Rich in Beauty and History

B

runswick and the
Golden Isles are
located in the center
of an area rich in natural
beauty and history. You
can take a trip to another
ecosystem or a bygone era
by driving for an hour or
so to other special spots,
including Savannah, on
Georgia’s coast.
To the north of Brunswick,
Hofwyl-Broadfield
Plantation offers a glimpse
into long-ago plantation life.
You can tour the antebellum
home built by the Troup
family and examine the
century-old farm equipment
still stored in the barn.
Continuing north is the
quaint town of Darien and
the Fort King George State
Historic Site. Nearby Sapelo
Island, home of the Univer-

Columbus, GA
continued from page 19

power of a child’s imagination with the excitement of discovery, students become engineers
and scientists as they Voyage to Mars, Rendezvous
with a Comet, Return to
the Moon or Encounter
Earth. Students work in
teams in mission control and aboard a space
station as they test their
decision-making skills,
solve problems and communicate by alternative
means during this innovative space-themed
science and math lesson. Teachers prepare
students with pre- and
post-flight activities that
integrate the experience
into traditional classroom instruction.

sity of Georgia Marine Institute, features a guided
tour of the pristine barrier
island beaches and picturesque Hog Hammock
Community.
Don’t miss Seabrook Village (near Midway, Georgia), founded by freed
slaves living on post-Civil
War land grants.
Heading south from
Brunswick, visit Kingsland and then enjoy the
vast sweep of unspoiled
beaches that make Cumberland Island National
Seashore a favorite destination. Cumberland’s permanent residents include
peregrine falcons, wood
storks, and a herd of wild
horses.
Southwest of the Golden Isles is the famous Oke-

Think all museums are
alike? Wait until you see
the Columbus Museum
that sets itself apart from
the rest as it encompasses
not only art, but history
from the area as well.This
second largest art museum in Georgia houses 15
permanent galleries, including Transformations, a
hands-on gallery that kids
of all ages will enjoy!
There is a world of adventure waiting to be discovered in Columbus, GA.
The staff of the Columbus
CVB is eager to help you
plan your expedition and
to show you “what progress has preserved.”
For more information contact
the Columbus Convention &
Visitors Bureau at 800-9991613 or visit www.visitcolumbusga.com.

fenokee Swamp. Thousands of acres of cypress
and pine forest shelter the
deep, blackwater swamp.
Teeming with wildlife, the
Okefenokee offers boat
trips, fishing, canoeing, a
1.5 mile tour aboard the
“Pioneer Island Express”
railroad, and other fasci-

nating encounters with a
unique independent ecosystem.

Special Events for Special
Days
Holidays in Coastal Georgia are a treat for visitors!
Mild weather lets you enjoy
see BRUNSWICK page 24

Kids
Love Our
Coast!
For great family getaways,
discover Brunswick & The Golden Isles
of Georgia–St. Simons Island, Sea Island,
©
Little St. Simons Island, Jekyll Island. Cruise
the local waters aboard a working shrimp boat,
take a dolphin watch tour or join a kayaking expedition.
Learn about the coastal environment during hands-on
programs and tours at our nature centers. Step back
in time at fascinating historical sites and museums.
Explore galleries and shops filled with local treasures.
We’ve got restaurants to suit every taste and appetite,
from casual to elegant, and accommodations to fit every
budget, from convenient Interstate hotels, historic inns
and campgrounds on the mainland to
island hotels and inns, rental cottages
and a world-class resort. There’s even a
10,000-acre private island retreat. Our
™
warm hospitality, like the glorious
weather, welcomes you year ‘round.
CONVENTION &
For a free Visitors Guide
call 800-933-COAST (2627)

VISITORS BUREAU

Visit us online at ComeCoastAwhile.com
Or, text us at ComeCoastAwhile.mobi

www.seenmagazine.us
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TRAVEL Kentucky

‘Edu-tourism’ Keeps Students Involved
the status of a center of
commerce for the Big
Sandy River valley.Today,
like many
communities, Prestonsburg
has prospered
from the
rich abundance of
natural
resources;
however, this
quaint river town has gone
an extra step to insure

its viability for the future.
Prestonsburg recognizes
the tourism industry as
an important
component for
economic development.
The
City welcomes
visitors,
whether
they are
casual travelers just passing through, or come to va-

cation for a few days.Travelers can easily arrive on
modern highways, such as
US 23 from the north and
south, or from the west
by the Mountain Parkway
and the Rogers Parkway, or
from the east by Highway
119 and Route 3.
Music entertainment,
culture and history, outdoor recreation, modern
lodging and eateries, and
craft shopping are at a
premium in Prestonsburg.
A couple of years ago Prestonsburg became estab▼

P

restonsburg is
nestled in the
foothills of the Appa
lachian Mountains in
eastern Kentucky. A small
river flows through the
city between the scenic
mountains that have
helped a small town
maintain its population
and to invite visitors for
fantastic scenery and a
charming culture.
With a history first written by famous explorer
Daniel Boone to an era of
Civil War conflicts, Prestonsburg slowly achieved

GRAVES COUNTY, KENTUCKY
General Nathan Bedford Forrest Rode Here
• Site of Camp Beauregard • Civil War Historical Markers
• Confederate Memorial • Famous Wooldridge Monuments
MayÀeld Tourism Commission
201 E. College St. • MayÀeld, KY 42066

270-247-6101
www.mayÀeldtourism.com

Find out how you can experience nature Årst hand
888-284-3718 • www.kyvacations.com
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Kentucky TRAVEL
lished as a destination for
senior citizens traveling on
group tours because of the
exciting things to do.Then
another step was taken to
invite younger folks to also
share the treasures.“Edutourism” was coined as a
marketing theme for the
initiative.

The Prestonsburg Tourism Commission was assisted by the Kentucky
Association of School Administrators and a committee of local teachers to develop a tourism/education
package that was attractive
to teachers when planning
field trips.“Camp Prestonsburg” was developed for
visiting students to receive
an educational experience
consistent with the subject
content of the instructional materials contained in
the accepted
core curriculum that the
students were
studying.
When touring scenic
Dewey Lake
students
will receive
www.seenmagazine.us

information on natural resources, ecology, geology,
wildlife and conservation.
At the 1,050 seat Mountain Arts Center and the
45 year old Jenny Wiley
Theatre, students are exposed to performing arts.
At the popular East Kentucky Science Center and
Planetarium,
a new and
old world of
math and science are fascinating to
the groups.
When all
visit the two
hundred
year old
Samuel May
House and
Museum and
the Middle
Creek National Civil
War Battle
Field site,
history is revealed with
colorful and
interesting stories and accounts of an era gone bye.
The Prestonsburg Tourism Commission and
the host attractions are
enthused to welcome student trips to Prestonsburg.
Assistance will be given
to plan and arrange an
itinerary custom made to
meet the time and length
of visits.

Breathtaking Scenery...

Rich History and Tradition...

A Friendly Smile

Start your historical journey at
the Bluegrass Heritage Museum
housed in the Guerrant Mission
Clinic and Hospital.

Discover our Civil War
heritage at the Civil War
Fort at Boonesboro.

Travel through the countryside
and enjoy the Stone Fence
Driving Tour.
Winchester-Clark County
Tourism Commission
Winchester, Kentucky
800-298-9105 • 859-744-0556
www.tourwinchester.com

Bring Your Students to

US 23 Country Music Hwy.

Kentucky

Contact Prestonsburg Tourism
Commission at 606-886-1341
or e-mail at info@prestonsburgky.org.
Characters like Galileo, Einstein, Loretta Lynn, Daniel
Boone and others present core subject matter at the
various attractions that relate to an area of curriculum interest.
• Mountain Arts Center
• East Kentucky Science Center
• Floyd County Library
800-844-4704
www.prestonsburgky.org
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TRAVEL Louisiana

Louisiana — From Cajun Country to Plantations
The state of Louisiana is conveniently organized into five distinct
regions, each offering a different
experience. It’s part of the cultural
geography that makes this a great
place to visit.Take some time to learn
about the five regions of Louisiana,
and you’ll be planning a great field
trip for your students.

Greater New Orleans
In the Southeast corner of Louisiana, at the toe of the pirate’s boot,
lies the Greater New Orleans region
and the city of New Orleans — undoubtedly one of the most talked
about, sung about and written about
cities in the western world. This is
not a place you simply visit, this is
place you fall in love with. And what
a love affair it is!

Cajun Country
Stretching across the Gulf of Mexico and up into South Central Loui-

siana, is the region known as
Cajun Country. Here, along
the breathtaking bayous, the
first French Canadians settled in and forever changed
the landscape and culture of
our state. Resourceful, stoic
and inventive, these were the
people who turned soup into
gumbo, washboards into musical instruments, and made the
swamp a mystical paradise.

Plantation Country
The history of Louisiana
truly comes to life in Plantation Country, located in the Southeastern region of the state. Come
wind your way across the Atchafalaya
Basin, through the rolling hills of St.
Francisville and along the Great River
Road that begins just west of New Orleans as you travel back to the 1800’s.
Throughout this area there are famous, sprawling antebellum
plantations that offer tours
of the property, gardens and
homes.

Crossroads

Alligator, Creole Nature Trail All-American Road

Brunswick

Crossroads aptly gets its
name by being at the crossroads of two of the most
historic trails in Louisianathe El Camino Real and the
Natchez Trace; thus, giving
visitors a taste of all things

many island resorts conduct special
seasonal events for their guests and
being outdoors year ‘round and adds members.
to the excitement of the special seaThe entire area celebrates July 4
sonal events throughout the area. with a bang! The Sunshine Festival,
Spring Break is a favorite time to in Neptune Park near the Pier on St.
come to Brunswick and the Golden Simons Island, offers rides, games,
Isles. You can fly a kite on the beach crafts, and plenty of outdoor sumwhile all your friends at home are mertime fun. Enjoy the dazzle of firestill shoveling snow! On Jekyll Is- works, Golden Isles-style, reflected in
land, the Family Easter Festival of- the ocean there or on Jekyll Island; or
fers a day of entertainment with enjoy the fireworks display along the
music, hayrides, games and a visit river at Mary Ross Waterfront Park in
from the Easter Bunny. In addition, downtown Brunswick. Seasonal fairs,
continued from page 21
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Louisiana — not the least of which is
our famous Southern Hospitality. For
a sample, you’ll want to visit Natchitoches, the inspiration for the movie
and play Steel Magnolias, where the
women had big hair and even bigger
hearts. Home to the author, Robert
Harling, it is also home to some of
the South’s most charming bed and
breakfast inns.

Sportsman’s Paradise
Thick, piney woods that flourish
with wildlife. Lush rolling hills. Clear,
sparkling lakes abundant with bass
and trout. Mysterious bayous fingering from the rivers. This is Northern
Louisiana. Sportsman’s Paradise - and
heaven for birdwatchers, nature
photographers, campers and anyone
who has ever pulled a 16 pound bass
out of Caney Lake.

festivals and celebrations are always
on the calendar at the Glynn County
Recreation and Parks Department.
It’s always a good time to visit
Brunswick and the Golden Isles. We
hope you visit often. We’d like to be
part of your best memories.
These listings are only a sampling
of the many options available in
Brunswick and the Golden Isles. Every family is unique-so explore and
experiment!
For more information call 912-265-0620
or visit www.ComeCoastAwhile.com.
www.seenmagazine.us

Louisiana TRAVEL

Lafayette, A Flavorful Cultural Experience

L

afayette is a flavorful combination of spirited festivals,
savory
cuisine,
outdoor
activities, breath-taking scenery
and rich history. When you visit
Lafayette, you’ll find a distinct brand
of fun that just grabs hold of people.
With renowned music, distinctive
cuisine,
world-class
museums,
unique cultural attractions and
festivals, there’s literally something
happening every week.
No matter how you define culture,
you’ll find lots of it here. A steady
stream of Cajun and Zydeco music
and endless helpings of incredible
local cuisine are available every day
at local restaurants. Dozens of festivals and events offer many opportunities to mingle with the locals.They
include:
• Mardi gras
• Festival International de Louisiane
• Festivals Acadiens

• Downtown Alive
• Cajun & Creole Christmas

Museums abound in Lafayette
At historical museums like Acadian Village, the Alexandre Mouton
House,
the Jean
Lafitte
Acadian
Cultural
C e n t e r,
the CaParc Sans Souci fountain in downtown t h e d r a l
Lafayette.
of
St.
John, and Vermilionville — visitors
learn the story of the Cajuns and
Creoles. If the arts are of interest,
the Acadiana Center for the Arts, the
Lafayette Natural History Museum
and Planetarium, and the Paul and
Lulu Hilliard University Art Museum
all offer ever changing outstanding
exhibitions. And, don’t forget Art
Walk held the 2nd Saturday of each

month in this beautifully revitalized
downtown!
To complete your Cajun Country
experience, surrounding communities have much to offer. In Iberia Parish, must-sees include:
• Tabasco Factory and Jungle Gardens on Avery Island
• Konriko Rice Mill
• Shadows on the Teche Plantation
• Rip Van Winkle Gardens.
The quaint community of St. Martinville offers St. Martin de Tours
Church, Petit Paris Museum, Evangeline Oak, Acadian Memorial and
African American Museum. And, the
St. Landry Parish towns of Opelousas,
Washington, Grand Coteau, Arnaudville and Eunice offer many more opportunities to experience the unique
Cajun and Creole cultures.
For additional information visit www.
Lafayette.travel.com or call 800-346-1958.
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There’s nothing ordinary about Lafayette. From our exotic wildlife and our
colorful Cajun and Creole culture, to our mouth-watering cuisine - it’s a thrill for all
the senses. For an experience, not just a vacation, visit Lafayette.

Lafayette Convention & Visitors Commission

www.seenmagazine.us

www.lafayette.travel

337.232.3737

800.346.1958
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TRAVEL Mississippi

Jackson Zoo:
2008 is Year of the Frog

Recognize the Wild in Your Child!
Enroll him or her in

Zoo Camp 2008 Now!

The Jackson Zoo is offering your children the chance to spend
a week at the Zoo learning about animals, zoos and wildlife
conservation. Zoo Camp offers weeks with specialized topics
so kids can enjoy learning about animals with others. Sessions
run one week, and you can choose any week in June.

We have programs designed for
children ages 6-12 years old.
Each week is filled with:
Zoo visits • Crafts
Animal related games
Learning projects
And much more!

For exact times,
pricing and additional
information, call
601-352-2586 or visit
www.jacksonzoo.org

Register between now and
April 30, 2008 and get $15 off.
2918 West Capitol Street
Jackson, MS 39209
(601) 352-2586

“This project is partially funded by a grant through
the Jackson Convention and Visitors Bureau.”

26 SPRING 2008  SouthEast Education Network

T

he Jackson Zoo has
some exciting times
in store for 2008. The
89-year-old facility continues
to reinvigorate itself
with new exhibits, new
animals and exciting
programs.
“We’re continually
keeping our eye on the
future, while remaining
deeply committed to
education, recreation,
conservation and community,” said Zoo Director Beth Poff.
The Jackson Zoo’s
hard work was recognized this past year by
being named “Travel Attraction of the Year” by the
Mississippi Tourism Association and the Metro Jackson
Convention and Visitors
Bureau. The Zoo was also
accredited by the Association of Zoos
and Aquariums,
and
remains
the only accredited zoo
in Mississippi
and only one of
approximately
230
nationwide.
The year 2008 will bring
the construction of the $1.5
million Gertrude C. Ford Education Center. The center
will feature both classroom
and exhibit space. The zoo
expects to boost the current
number of 55,000 Mississippi school students who
participate in an education
program significantly.
This spring construction of a new 8,500 square
foot tiger exhibit and a new
5,400 square foot leopard
exhibit will begin. Other

upgrades for the Asia area
will follow.
The Jackson Zoo will
also focus a lot of atten-

tion on frogs in 2008. The
Association of Zoos and
Aquariums and other zoos
and organizations across
the globe will highlight
2008 as the Year of the
Frog to mark a major conservation effort to
address the amphibian extinction crisis.
The World
Conser vation
Union estimates
that at least onethird of known
amphibian species are
threatened with extinction.
The Year of the Frog
is also meant to engage
the public in amphibian
conservation and to raise
funds for conservation efforts.
The Jackson Zoo will
join others in kicking off
The Year of the Frog on
Leap Day, February 29,
2008. Various species of
frogs and other amphibian
species will be on exhibit
throughout the year.
www.seenmagazine.us

Mississippi TRAVEL

Mississippi Museum of Natural Science

Preserving Natural Mississippi for Over 50 Years
By Dee Gardner
Manager of Marketing & Public Relations
Mississippi Museum of Natural Science
Foundation

M

ississippi has long been
one of America’s havens
for wildlife and natural
habitat, and for more than 50 years,
the Mississippi Museum of Natural
Science, located in Jackson, has
stood in the forefront of efforts
to raise awareness of the value of
these living natural resources. The
museum’s expanses of glass and
octagonal skylight invite visitors
to share their time between the
indoor exhibits and the outdoor
environment where opportunities
for learning include nature walks,
photography and the study of the
living things in their environment. A
barred owl frequents the thick stand

www.seenmagazine.us

of trees on the Blue Trail and has
been seen swooping down on prey
in the shallow water recently.

Overview
Life-size habitat displays, in this
73,000-square foot building, reveal
the rich diversity of Mississippi’s
living heritage and explore its ecological story of rivers, streams, lakes,
ponds, marshes and the Mississippi
Sound.
• A 100,000-gallon aquarium system houses over 200 species of
native fishes, reptiles, amphibians and aquatic invertebrates.
• A 1,700-square foot greenhouse
containing
a
20,000-gallon
aquarium provides a home for
alligators, turtles, fish and a lush
native plant garden.
• An open-air amphitheater and
over 2.5 miles of walking trails

wind through the 300-acre natural area. The outdoor trails meander through wooded bluffs,
river bottoms, lakes and scenic
swamplands.
• A 2,500 square foot space allows
the museum to showcase special
changing exhibits.

Education and Research
The members of the museum staff,
drawing from their individual backgrounds in education and research,
derive great personal satisfaction
from sharing the museum’s resources.Ten research biologists at the museum are responsible for studying,
preserving and enhancing Mississippi’s living natural resources. Special programs presented by museum
Naturalists are available for school
groups.
see MUSEUM page 66
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TRAVEL Mississippi

The Blues Trail is a Window to America’s Culture

M

ississippi Delta is a name
known around the world,
yet to many people, it is
a place shrouded in the mists of
myth and legend. Largely swampy
wilderness until after the Civil War,
the Delta was America’s last frontier.
It was cleared and settled in a hurry,
all in an effort to grow what was
then the most valuable crop in the
world: cotton.
Cotton produced immense wealth
and power for a small number of
landowners, and left lives of hard
work and poverty for hundreds of
thousands of laborers.The social system that accompanied cotton production was based on segregation of
the races and separate and unequal
access to education, resources, and

political power. It ultimately led to
both a social revolution called “the
Civil Rights Movement,” and the largest peacetime migration in American
history, the so called Great Migration
— which peopled northern cities
with African Americans. It also led to
amazing artistic creativity and produced America’s first distinctly recognizable art form — the Blues.
The Blues is an art form, a way of
life, a world view and a culture in its
own right. It formed in African American communities in the generations
that immediately followed emancipation of the slaves. While there are
separate genealogies for early Blues
from the Piedmont regions of the
Carolinas and Virginia,Texas, and the
Mississippi hill country, the Delta
Blues, sometimes called Country
Blues, is widely recognized as being
most influential both in terms of recordings and in terms of its effects
on other musical genres.

Charley Patton is often cited as being the “Father” of the Delta Blues,
and he spent most of his life near
Cleveland, Mississippi on Dockery
Farms Plantation where he met other Blues greats like Willie Brown and
Son House. Robert Johnson lived his
short life in the same area, and Chester Burnett, better known as Howlin’ Wolf and McKinley Morganfield,
know to the world as Muddy Waters,
grew up the heart of the Delta, too.
These men influenced other Deltans
like Ike Turner, who went on to record what is arguably the very first
rock ‘n’ roll song, Rocket 88, and Sam
Cooke, without whom soul music
wouldn’t be the same, and Mary Wilson who left the Delta to make Motown sound as good as it did. Elvis
Presley grew up listening to Delta
Blues and gospel; and the King of the
Blues, B.B. King, continues to carry
the Delta’s music around the world.
▼

By Luther Brown
Director
The Delta Center for Culture and Learning
Delta State University

Getaway to Vicksburg
• Relive the history of
Slavery, Reconstruction
and the Civil Rights
Movement in Warren
County, MS at the
Jacqueline House
African-American
Museum, the Old Court
Museum, the Vicksburg
National Military Park and the Vicksburg Battleﬁeld Museum.
• Experience the grandeur of the antebellum Vicksburg by
touring the historic mansions.
• Step back into Vicksburg’s 300-year history in the Old
Court House Museum, Vicksburg National Military Park,
Vicksburg Battleﬁeld Museum, Biedenharn Museum of
Coca-Cola® Memorabilia and Yesterday’s Children
Antique Doll and Toy Museum.
Vicksburg, Mississippi
800-221-3536
www.visitvicksburg.com
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Mississippi TRAVEL
Mississippi is the only state to have
a special Commission that is legislatively mandated with interpreting
the Blues, and The Mississippi Blues
Commission has untaken an effort
to create a state-wide heritage trail
honoring the Blues. The trail is a series of interpretive displays that celebrate the people, places and events
that gave America its most important
music. Stops along the trail not only
commemorate the individuals who
produced the Blues but also celebrate the culture that produced the
Blues. Collectively, the markers tell
the history of Mississippi during the
decades following the Civil War. The
ultimate goal is to create a distributed museum experience that will
inform local citizens and attract tourism to towns throughout the State.
Nine heritage markers initiated
the Trail in late 2006. As markers are
added on the ground, they are also
added to the web site, www.MSBluesTrail.org, which has an interactive map leading to all markers.
Marker unveilings have taken on a
cultural life of their own, and almost
always include a live Blues performance, sometimes by the Bluesmen
being honored or their family members. Sites on the trail have been
chosen by a panel of internationally recognized blues scholars who
selected sites that are historically
and culturally significant. Existing
sites are graphic markers, but some
future sites will also have audio visual components that are activated
by cell phones or other developing
technologies. Maps, guide books and
other corollary products are also in
development, and the Mississippi
Department of Transportation is currently installing way-finder markers
on all major highways in the state to
make it easy to locate the historical
displays. The Trail has already been
recognized by the Blues Foundation, which will present a coveted
Keeping the Blues Alive at its February ceremony. The Trail is funded by
major grants from the National Endowment for the Arts, the National
Endowment for the Humanities, the
Mississippi Department of Transportation, and the Mississippi Development Authority, with critical support
www.seenmagazine.us

provided by Delta State University
and matching funds coming from local sources across the state. At present, the Blues Commission has raised
over $1.2 million in support of the
Mississippi Blues Heritage Trail.
The Mississippi Tourism Authority
(www.visitmississippi.org) recently created a new Office of Heritage Trails.
As the Blues Trail nears completion,
additional trails will be created to
focus on Civil Rights, the Civil War,
and Literary Heritage. These trails
will interact with one another to
tell important stories of Mississippi’s
and America’s historical heritage.
The Blues Commission refers to its
own trail as “a string of pearls,” by
which they mean a series of priceless objects — the people, places
and stories of the Blues — scattered
along a trail composed of highways
and lanes across the state. The Blues
Commission envisions ultimately
placing interpretive markers outside
Mississippi, continuing the story of
the Blues through Memphis, Chicago, and other “pearls” on the growing
necklace.
At the same time that the Blues
Heritage Trail was beginning to develop, the B.B. King Foundation began work on the B. B. King Museum
and Delta Interpretive Center in
Indianola, Mississippi. The Museum
is well under construction, and is
slated to open in Fall of 2008. The
“Trail of Two Kings” will lead visitors
from Memphis’s Graceland and Tupelo’s Elvis Presley Birthplace to B.
B. King’s hometown of Indianola.
Mississippi towns annually present dozens of Blues festivals that also
provide resources for those interested in learning about Blues heritage.
Festivals occur throughout the year,
but are more numerous in the Summer. An online list of festival dates is
maintained at www.blueshighway.org.

Educational opportunities
The Blues Heritage Trail is currently being used by many visiting classes, both in reality on the ground, and
virtually online. Classes studying topics as diverse as Civil Rights history,
the Blues, and the Mississippi River
regularly attend local Blues festivals.
Additional resources include several

museums in Memphis:
• National Civil Rights Museum
• Rock and Soul Museum
• Cotton Museum,
• Stax Museum of American Soul
Music
And museums in the Delta include:
• Delta Blues Museum
• Highway 61 Museum
• Tunica Museum
• Tunica RiverPark
• Cottonlandia Museum
• Greenwood Blues Heritage Museum
• B. B. King Museum
Delta State University’s Delta Center for Culture and Learning (www.
blueshighway.org) regularly works with
visiting groups that want an academic
experience involving the Delta’s rich
musical, civil rights, agricultural and
literary heritage. The center helps
design curriculum and plan logistics,
and can assist with the presentation
of academic classes, study tours, and
service learning in ways that rang
from providing lectures and identifying local resource people to arranging live Blues performances in local
historic jook joints.
The Mississippi Delta is a rural, agricultural place that has played a far
more significant role in American history than is generally recognized. It
is a land of myth and legend, but it
is also a land that gave us America’s
first art form and led a social revolution that changed our country’s way
of life.The Delta is a friendly, easy going place that welcomes academic
groups of any age, and the advent of
the Mississippi Blues Heritage Trail,
together with the opening of the B.
B. King Museum and Delta Interpretive Center, guarantee that all visitors
will have an engaging experience
and leave knowing much more about
Mississippi and the Delta than when
they arrived. The Blues is an interesting and engaging window to many of
America’s important stories, and Mississippi, the birthplace of the Blues, is
the place to experience them.
Luther Brown is the Director of the Delta
Center for Culture and Learning and Associate Dean for Delta Regional Development
at Delta State University. He is a founding
member of the Mississippi Blues Commission.
SouthEast Education Network  SPRING 2008
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TRAVEL North Carolina

Help Keep Dolphins and Porpoises Safe

P

eople have long been
fascinated with dolphins and
porpoises. They have been
celebrated in art and literature since
ancient Greek times. Even today,
dolphins and porpoises are among
the most popular animals. Few
people would forget an encounter
with dolphins, especially one in
which a group of wild dolphins
comes over to a boat to bowride
(surf the wave that the boat makes
as it travels through the water).
Dolphins and porpoises are cetaceans, which are mammals in the
whale family. Dolphins and porpoises are considered to be small
whales. All dolphins and porpoises
are toothed whales, or odontocetes.
However, dolphins and porpoises
differ in the type of teeth they have.
Dolphins have sharp conal teeth,
while porpoises have teeth that are
spade or shovel shaped. In fact, scientists generally use tooth shape as a
way of classifying an animal as a dolphin or a porpoise. Dolphins generally tend to have a pointy mouth or
“beak” and a curved dorsal fin, but
there are exceptions.
All dolphins and porpoises use
echolocation, which is something
like the sonar used on ships. Dolphins and porpoises produce a
sound in the air passages in their
heads, which they then send from
the front of their heads.There, an oilfilled organ called the melon, focuses
or directs the sound. A sound wave
might hit an object, such as a fish,

and the sound wave then bounces,
or echoes back to the dolphin or
porpoise. They can use this echo to
tell what kind of fish or other object
it hit, how large it is, and much more
information about their environment. It is like seeing with their ears,
but in some ways even better!
Dolphins and porpoises tend to be
very social animals, living in groups.
Sometimes thousands of individuals
are seen together. Dolphin and porpoise mothers generally take care
of their calves for one to two years
until they are old enough to survive
on their own. Like all mammals, they
provide milk to their young.
Dolphins and porpoises are found
in virtually all oceans and major seas
of the world. One family, the river
dolphins, is even found in large freshwater rivers such as the Amazon in
South America and rivers in China
and India. Dolphins and porpoises
range in size from the Orca (killer
whale) at a maximum of 30 feet (9.5
m) in length and a weight of up to
eight tons, to the small vaquita, five
(1.5m) long and weighing less than
200 pounds (90 kg).
In the Pacific off the California
Coast, several species of dolphins
and porpoises are found. They include the beautiful, fast, black and
white Dall’s porpoise, the numerous
but shy harbor porpoise, the gregarious and friendly Pacific white sided
dolphin, common dolphins, and the
deep diving Risso’s dolphin.
Large numbers of dolphins and

porpoises are a sign of the health
and vitality of our oceans. But unfortunately, tens of thousands of
porpoises and dolphins are dying every year due to problems caused by
people. Many accidentally get caught
in fishing nets and drown. Others
get entangled in old nets, which are
loose and floating freely. Many nearshore dolphins and porpoises are
exposed to pollution and toxins that
can make them sick. In recent years,
large numbers of sick and dying bottlenose dolphins have washed up on
the East Coast of the United States. In
some places, people still catch and
eat dolphins and porpoises for food
or to use as fishing bait.
Many scientists are concerned that
dolphins and porpoises now need to
be protected in the same way that
people worked to save and protect
large whales from hunting in the recent past.You can help dolphins and
porpoises by keeping informed on
current issues, by writing to government officials about your concerns,
and by supporting laws that protect
dolphins and their ocean home. You
can also recycle your trash and use
less plastic (which is dangerous to
these animals), buy products that
are dolphin safe, and participate in
beach clean ups.
Let’s all work together to help protect these beautiful animals and their
ocean home.
For more information contact The Marine
Mammal Center at www.tmmc.org.

TRAVEL North Carolina
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The showcase of southeastern
North Carolina’s finest historic
homes is Liberty Hall Plantation.
School field trips and guided tours
are available for the main house,
the gardens and 12 different support buildings. School groups can
also enjoy a video about Liberty
Hall and Duplin County.
www.libertyhallnc.org

Liberty Hall Plantation

Tarkil Branch Farm’s
Homestead Museum
The newest farm and agritourism
field trip venue is the Tarkil Branch
Farm’s Homestead Museum. The
museum covers over 4 acres of land
with 10 vintage buildings dating
from 1830 to 1930. These buildings
contain 32 different exhibits containing over 850 artifacts and items.
Students can participate in a farm
wagon tour, see 100-year-old horse
drawn plows and a 60-year-old tractor still operating.
www.tarkilfarmsmuseum.com

877-uncork-0 • www.uncorkduplin.com

Nestled in
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When the Governor returned three years later,
the settlement was abandoned. But today
the adventure, history and family fun live on.
Step aboard the Elizabeth II, explore the Settlement
Site, gallery, Adventure Museum, Museum Store,
performances, films and more.
Manteo, 5 miles from Nags Head.
Open daily. (252) 475-1500.
w w w. r o a n o k e i s l a n d . c o m
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North Carolina TRAVEL

Elizabeth City Offers Out-of-This-World Educational Experiences

H

ave your sights set on a field
trip that will provide an outof-this-world
experience
for students? The star and laser
presentations at the Elizabeth City
State University (ECSU) Planetarium
more than deliver! And it’s just one
of many educational offerings to be
found in Elizabeth City, NC, located
on the Pasquotank River halfway
between Norfolk, Va., and North
Carolina’s Outer Banks.
The ECSU Planetarium Star Theater features a Spitz 512 star projector that can depict the sky as seen
from anywhere on earth. Special effect projectors and other audiovisual
devices are used to present an array
of star shows geared for groups as
young as Pre-K, as well as primary
and secondary grades through adult.
The free programs are by reservation
only for groups of 20 or more.
Young students can further explore and interact with the science
around them at Port Discover Science Center, which offers free handson science and health programs for
children K-5. Kids can fly an airplane,

S

observe sea life, examine rocks and
minerals and take part in a host of
special programs that bring science
to life. Special attention is given to
what’s unique about North Carolina’s Albemarle region with programs
on environmental, marine and aviation sciences.
Students can experience history
from the ground up by taking a guided walking tour from De-Tours of
Elizabeth City. Owner Bonnie Hanbury points out the historic homes
along both the city’s commercial
and residential National Register
Historic Districts. By the tour’s end
students will be able to recognize
the difference between Federal Style
and Greek Revival, or Neo-Classical
Revival and Gothic Revival.
Rounding out the educational
tour through downtown Elizabeth
City, students learn more about the
region’s diverse history at the Museum of the Albemarle. The museum
interprets the history of 13 counties
in northeastern North Carolina.Walk
through exhibitions about the region’s watermen, farming, the Wright

brothers, the lifesaving operations of
the Coast Guard, and the Civil War
while delving into the region’s rich
African-American and Native American history.
New this year is the Museum of
the Albemarle’s Discovery Room,
where children can interact with history through hands-on activities. In
addition, the museum offers a wide
array of programs and special events
throughout the year.
No educational visit to Elizabeth
City is complete without a study of
the Great Dismal Swamp, an enormous track of forested wetlands that
straddles the North Carolina/Virginia state line. Beginning this spring,
students can learn more about the
history and biological make up of
the Great Dismal Swamp when the
North Carolina State Park opens the
Dismal Swamp Education Center in
neighboring Camden County.
Nestled in history and steeped in
charm, Elizabeth City aims to educate.
For information call the ECACVB at 866324-8948) or 252-335-5330 or visit www.
DiscoverElizabethCity.com.

Celebrate the First English Settlement in America

ir Walter Raleigh organized a
series of voyages to explore
and settle the new world from
1584 to 1587. When the Jamestown
colonists arrived in 1607 they were
in many ways walking the footsteps
of the Roanoke Island colonists of
1585 and 1587, who mysteriously
disappeared.
The 25-acre island park, across
from the quaint Manteo waterfront,
is home port to the Elizabeth II, a
representation of one of the seven
English ships from the Roanoke Voyage of 1585.
The Park recreates the English
settlement site with historical interpreters and makes learning fun as
visitors explore the camp and engage in hands-on activities such as
blacksmithing and woodworking.
www.seenmagazine.us

Discover 400 years of Outer Banks
history in the Roanoke Adventure
Museum with its interactive exhibits. See an enlightening film that
recounts the Roanoke Island story
from a different perspective — that
of the Algonquians living here when
the English first arrived in 1584.
The NCSA Summer Performance
Festival plays June 24 to August 2
with drama, music, dance and film
Tuesday through Saturday evenings
at 8 pm in the Outdoor Pavilion.The
Summer Children’s Performance
Series runs June 24 through August
1 offering lively children’s performances Tuesday through Friday at
10:30 am.
Visit the impressive Art Gallery
and Museum Store for souvenirs to
remember the trip. The Outer Banks

History Center offers a reading room
and research library, and The History
Center Gallery always has an intriguing exhibit related to Outer Banks
History.
Bring the family and enjoy the
lovely surroundings.We all know that
for the first settlers, Roanoke Island
wasn’t a walk in the park. But, for
you it will be. We have picnic areas,
boardwalks through natural marshes, a fossil pit, and a host of friendly
interpreters — to make sure you’ll
have an experience to remember.The
park is located just 5 miles from the
beaches and is open daily mid-February through December. Admission is
good for two consecutive days.
For more information call 252-475-1500 or
visit www.roanokeisland.com.
SouthEast Education Network  SPRING 2008
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Studying Nature Through
the Observation of Birds

L

AT TEN T I O N T E AC H E R S : We n ow o f f e r F RE E
educa t i ona l c l a s s e s in Ge m , Min e r a l a n d Na tu re St udy.
Cal l for an a p p o i n tm e n t: 8 6 6 - 7 6 7 - 2 7 5 7

Dan Nicholas Park

Great Family Entertainment!
Petting Barn NOW OPEN!
Rowan Wildlife Adventures
Three Miniature Trains
Family Camping
Hadens Carousel
Miner Moose Gem Mine

For reservations & information call 704-216-7800 or 1-866-767-2757
6800 Bringle Ferry Road, Salisbury, NC 28146 • www.dannicholas.net

A Unique Educational Experience
Bring your school group to
Sylvan Heights Waterfowl Park
and Eco-Center!
• Tour our continentally-themed
exhibits for close-up encounters
of some of the rarest birds in
the world.
• Explore our wetland laboratory
and unlock some of the
mysteries about how
everything is connected!

Contact Dan Louk at 252-826-3186
www.shwpark.com • dan@shwpark.com

ooking at birds is
a great way to get
students outdoors.
It offers a wonderful
opportunity to get
students outside, not only
to learn about birds, but
also observe how nature
works and
gain an
appreciation
for the
natural
world.
Unlike many
animals such
as reptiles,
amphibians
and insects,
birds can
be found
in or near
your area all year round.
Because many species of
birds in your area may
migrate, you may not
always find the same
species all year round, but
as some species fly out,
others fly in.
Before conducting your
bird studies, students
will need notebooks
and pens to keep a bird

journal for recording their
observations. Other useful
materials are binoculars
and guide books on birds
of your area. Start out by
compiling a list of some of
the local birds in your area.
Use bird guides and the
internet to research some
of the local species. Create a list of the birds you
expect to see. Each time
you go out,
check off
the birds
seen and
how many.
Also try to
see if you
can find
birds that
are not on
your list.
Each
time you
go out, try to be as quiet
as possible — this will allow you a better chance of
seeing birds. When birds
are disturbed they tend
to fly away and hide. Use
binoculars to carefully
look through the trees,
shrubs and grass. Many
times you will hear birds
moving through trees or
▼

By Daniel Louk
Education Coordinator
Sylvan Heights Waterfowl Park

Discover Historic Morrow Mountain
thought to be part of the oldest mountain range in North America!

Many unique museums which feature
everything from Native American
Artifacts to Textile Mills.

Ten different municipalities that share
the same common interest of preserving
the past while moving into the future.

It’s All Right Here in Stanly County
Stanly County Convention & Visitors Bureau
704-986-BLUE (2583) • 800-650-1476 • www.stanlycvb.com
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shrubbery or hear them
vocalize before ever seeing them.The more careful of an observer you are
the more you will see and
hear.
As students spot
birds have
them identify the
species and
write the
information in their
journals.
Results from
the observations can
also be demonstrated
using graphs
which can
be included in a final
project. Students can take
census counts on the bird
species they see during
the course of one outing,

or the project can span out
over a period of several
days or months. As an option, students can specialize on a particular species.
Before going out to make
observations
you can discuss different
topics related
to birds. In
addition to
the species
counts you
can also have
students
study flight
styles, beak
and feet adaptations,
food preferences, types
of shelter, the
food web, migration patterns and so on.
For some of your observations birds may not
be present and you may

have to rely on indirect
observations or signs that
birds are present. Look
for nests, scat, bits of
seeds or shells lying on
the ground, foot prints,
etc. If birds are not easily
seen in your observation
area you can attract them
by using feeders.You
can use
store
bought
feeders or
students
can
make
natural
bird
feeders.
One
that is
quite
popular and works well
is pinecone feeders. Collect enough pinecones
for each student. Use a

spoon to pack peanut butter in the pinecone, and
then roll the peanut butter
pinecone in your favorite
bird feed mixture.You
can use different types
of seeds and fruit pieces
on each pinecone to see
which type is favored by
which birds.
As a final
project students can
compile
their information
for a final
report to
share with
the rest of
the class at
the end of
the year.
Contact Sylvan Heights Waterfowl Park and Eco-Center at
252-826-3186 or visit www.
shwpark.com.

Looking for a
Mountain Adventure??

This Historic Burke County Court
House is home to the Burke
County Heritage Museum.
Burke County is also home to the
following museums:
• The History Museum of Burke
County
• Morganton Rail Road Depot
• Waldensian Heritage Museum
• Piedmont & Western Railroad
• Senator Sam Erving Jr.
• North Carolina School for the
Deaf

888-462-2921

www.discoverburkecounty.com

Mountain Lodge at Banner Elk
A Great Resort Get-A-Way
Nestled in the “Heart of the High Country” we offer comfort and
convenience in a beautiful mountain setting. Located within minutes of
all the area’s top attractions and destinations, the newly renovated Best
Western offers a full service restaurant and lounge, conference facilities,
picnic areas, guest laundry, game room, and a large outdoor heated pool
that is open year round. All rooms have 25” Color TV w/STARZ and
ENCORE, DVD Players, Hairdryers, Iron/Ironing Boards,
Coffee/Coffeemakers, Dataports, and voice mail.
We are proud to be the area’s only “Pet Friendly” hotel.
Offering Seasonal Packages

Kids 12 and Under Stay and Play FREE with Parents

Call Toll Free 1-877-877-4553 or log on to
www.bestwesternbannerelk.com for reservations.
www.seenmagazine.us
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Sumter’s Swan Lake: One of America’s Best Freebies

I

n 1927, Sumter businessman
Hamilton Carr Bland discarded
a handful of Japanese iris bulbs
on the banks of his private fishing
pond. A year later, the blooms were
spectacular, and this marked
the beginning of Sumter’s
Swan Lake Iris Gardens, the
‘crown jewel’ of the City of
Sumter and the only public
park in the US that is home
to all eight known swan
species.
Across West Liberty Street,
the Bland Gardens promise
further adventures with a cypress boardwalk leading deep
into a swamp where ducks,
turtles, egrets and even owls
make their homes. Cygnets
are hatched in “swandominiums,” and each spring brings
ducklings and goslings galore.
The magnificent swans are gathered from all over the world, represent-
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ing Australia, North America, South
America, Europe and Asia. Originally
imported by garden founder Mr.
Hamilton Bland in the late 1920’s,
the Australian Black swans have been

Among the six dozen swans that
call Swan Lake “home” are a wide
variety of wild and migratory birds,
including: wood ducks, mallards,
Canada geese, muscovies, anhingas,
herons, egrets, bean geese,
coots and more.
The gardens feature a children’s playground area, picnic areas, rustic walkways
and bridges. A crown jewel
of the city of Sumter, Swan
Lake has been featured in
Southern Living magazine,
and was named “one of America’s best freebies” by Better
Homes and Gardens. From
students to seniors, visitors
from across the United States
are drawn to the beauty and
quiet splendor of Swan Lake
Iris Gardens.

in residence the longest, and some of
the birds living in the garden at present are their descendants.

For more information on Sumter Tourism, call
800-688-4748 or visit www.sumtertourism.
com.

www.seenmagazine.us
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Enjoy a Season of Learning at SC State Parks
By Marc Rapport
S.C. Department of Parks, Recreation
and Tourism

Openings this spring are still available at several parks. That includes
Lee State Natural Area near Bishake your kids out of the opville, where students conduct
classroom and into a riverine water-quality experiments
bottomland, or onto a riverside and head off to the park lab
Revolutionary War battlefield site. to examine macro inverteOr down to the beach. Or up into brates that make their home
in the bottomlands and wathe mountains.
These are all options awaiting ters of the Lynches River.
Also on the nature track
teachers who take advantage this
spring of the Discover Carolina pro- could be an outing to Edisto
gram from the South Carolina State Beach State Park for a study
of coastal ecology and a visit
Park Service.
The state-approved curriculum to the park’s interactive enviprogram is divided into two tracks: ronmental education center.
Discover Nature and Discover Histo- The mountains, instead, may
ry.The settings are parks across South be your calling. In that case, head off
Carolina and at the State House. Pre- to Table Rock State Park in the Blue
and post-visit materials are provided Ridge for some upland geology lesand the students get the opportunity sons in the crisp spring mountain air.
to interact with a park interpreter Time it right and the wildflowers in
while exploring the natural and cul- full bloom could make the trip even
tural resources of their home state.
more unforgettable.

T

www.seenmagazine.us

If history’s the requirement, consider Musgrove Mill State Historic Site
near Clinton. Learn about the 1780
battle there along the Enoree River,

a skirmish that helped turn the tide
for the Patriots as our nation neared
its birth.
For more information on these or any other
Discover Carolina programs, visit www.
DiscoverCarolina.com.
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Berkeley County: Heart of
the American South

J

ust outside Charleston,
SC, is Berkeley County,
offering
visitors
a
12,000 year old education.

Mepkin Abbey

BerkeleyCountySE EducNetworkAd.indd 1
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“Creature Feature” takes students on guided tours of
the Butterfly House, Aquarium, Crocodile Isle, and/or
Reptile Center.

Mepkin Abbey, an active
monastery, is located on
the plantation site of Revolutionary War hero Henry
Laurens. Laurens was held
prisoner in the Tower of
London and exchanged
for General Lord Charles
Cornwallis, the British
General who laid siege to
cut routes from the Port
of Charleston. Tours of
the gardens and historic
library are available.

Old Santee Canal Park

Cypress Gardens

The Berkeley Museum

Cypress Gardens features a black water cypress
swamp amidst blooming
azaleas,
camellias and oth2:06:59
PM
er native flowers. Educational programs include:
“Birds of a Feather” teaches
about the wide variety of
adaptations in birds and
their use in identification.
“Fossil Dig” defines fossils
and their formation in the
changing South Carolina
landscape. “From Worms to
Wings” examines the life
cycle and ecology of butterflies using both live
and preserved specimens.
“Fish Story,” using skulls and
mounts, explores the various features of fish necessary for their existence
underwater. “Flower Power”
explores why plants have
flowers and fruit and why
some are carnivorous.
“Swamp Safari” offers the
rare opportunity to explore a real life swamp.
Look for alligators, turtles,
birds and other wildlife.

Discover the educational
experiences at the Old Santee Canal Park. Educational
programs highlight a wide
range of historical events
which took place on or
around Stony Landing Plantation. Environmental programs emphasize the vast
diversity of plant and animal life found throughout
the park, including insects,
reptiles, trees and wetlands.
The Berkeley Museum,
traces the area’s history
back 12,000 years. From
the Native American residents of the Ice Age, to the
famed “Swamp Fox” Francis
Marion’s battles during the
American Revolution, to the
planters who settled the
area, the Berkeley Museum
provides an entertaining
and lively perspective of
Berkeley County’s rich and
exciting history.

Seasonal Activities
Year-round visitors and
groups come to Berkeley
County to enjoy activities
on the water, horseback
riding, racing on the mountain bike trails, camping,
hiking and benefit from the
vast historical, environmental and scientific educational experiences.
For more information call 843761-8238, or visit www.berkeleysc.org. Mentioning this article entitles you to special group
discounts.
www.seenmagazine.us
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What’s the HUB-BUB in Spartanburg?

W

hat is all the
HUB-BUB
in
Spartanburg
about? In the 19th
century, Spartanburg, SC
was dubbed the HubCity because it was a
railroad center. These days
Spartanburg encompasses
so much more than a rich
history; it is a community
alive
with
activity,
development and change.
Spartanburg offers a
unique blend of a thriving, international culture
coupled with a marvelous
side of Southern charm.
“We are on the verge of
something great. No longer are we synonymous
with a small town mindset; we have evolved into a
dynamic and vibrant community full of energy and
spunk,” commented Rickie
McIntyre Hargrove, Executive Director of the Spartanburg Convention and
Visitors Bureau.
Spartanburg is a beautiful city with extraordinary
appeal. Morgan Square, the
heart of the city’s downtown and home to the
statue of Revolutionary
War hero General Daniel
Morgan, offers free Wi-Fi
and newly installed public
art. Downtown is happening these days with new
restaurants and businesses
opening and new condos
emerging. Living in the
center of it all appeals to
everyone from young professionals to retirees.
Hungry? Downtown offers a meal to suit everyone’s taste from French
cuisine to Thai, wings and
sandwiches. While downtown, admire all the founwww.seenmagazine.us

tains and sculptures around
and relax on a decorative
marble bench while you decide what to explore next.
Spartanburg’s
newest
jewel, the Chapman Cultural Center, brings together
Spartanburg’s visual and
performing arts, with its
85,000 square feet of space
and 500 seat theatre. It is
home to the Spartanburg
Little Theatre and Youth
Theatre, the Spartanburg
Repertory Company, the
Spartanburg Art Museum,
the Regional History Museum, Ballet Spartanburg, the
Spartanburg Science Center, the Artists Guild Gallery,
and the Music Foundation
of Spartanburg. Be sure to
visit any of the three museums on the first Thursday of
each month at no charge.
In Spartanburg you will
also find one of the most innovative artist-in-residence
programs, hosted by HUBBUB. This program selects
young artists from all over
the country to live in the
HUB-BUB building, create
their art, and get involved
in the community. HUBBUB hosts over 100 nights
of art and entertainment
a year in The Showroom
— everything from poetry
readings, films, forums and
concerts.
Spartanburg is also considered a “College Town”
with six colleges bringing
in 12,000 students each
year. Six colleges mean a
constant bustle of activities
— from sporting events to
art performances.
Spartanburg has just
been named as the state’s
only Bicycle Friendly Community. It is among only

seven other U.S. communities to receive this distinctive honor. Cyclists can
find bike racks and bike
lanes throughout the city.
Don’t miss Spartanburg’s
hosting of the SmithBarney Classic Criterium
each May. Hub Cycle, Spartanburg’s bicycle lending
program offers a bicycle,
helmet and lock for up to
three months with a $15
deposit. Spartanburg is an
active-living city!
With nearly 400 special
events going on throughout the year and the seasonal Hub-City Farmers’
Market you’ll always find
something to do. Recent
events in Spartanburg include Shamrocks on the
Square, International Festi-

val, the Spartanburg Classic
Denny’s Pro-Bowlers Association Tour, and the Shrine
Bowl of the Carolinas. The
Carolina Panthers Training
Camp also calls Spartanburg home each summer.
With so many events going
on, sometimes it is hard to
keep up!
Word is out about our
town. Spartanburg was
ranked “Best Place to Live
in South Carolina” by Bert
Sperling, Sperling’s BESTPLACES, 2007. So why
don’t YOU come see what
all the HUB-BUB is about?
Visit Spartanburg’s own MySpace page at www.myspace.
com/spartanburgsc to view a
complete calendar of events.
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South Carolina Cotton Museum
The Starting Point for the
South Carolina Cotton Trail!
Exhibits on the history of cotton
from the year 1670 to the present.
Educational Programming relates to
“From Seed to Fabric to Food.”

803-484-4497

Visit these
South Carolina
Attractions

www.sccotton.org • sccottonmus@ftc-i.net
Mon-Sat: 10am-4pm • 121 West Cedar Lane • Bishopville, SC

Great
G
reat Educational
Educationall Resource
Resource
on the South Carolina Cotton Trail
•Historic Tours
•Alpaca Farm - Emmett Acres
•The Button Museum
•Lee State National Area
•Pearl Fryar Living Fantasy Garden

Lee County South Carolina Chamber of Commerce & Visitors Center
803-484-5145 to set up tours • www.leecountychambersc.com

“Feed” the Goats,“Ride” A Train, “See” A Battle
Lake Greenwood

Other Attractions

Historic Sites

• Park Seed Company
• Emerald Farm
• Greenwood-Lander Performing
Arts Series
• Arts & Visitors’ Center at the
Federal Building
• Greenwood Community Theatre
• SC Festival of Flowers - June
• SC Festival of Discovery - July

Lake Greenwood State
Recreation Area - featuring the
John & Holly Self Drummond
Conservation Education and
Conference Center
• Cokesbury College
• Ninety-Six National Historic Site
• The Museum
• Railroad Historical Center

866-493-8474 • www.visitgreenwoodsc.com • Greenwood, SC
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Take a Thrills and Spills Adventure in York County

W

hisk yourself
away on an
adventure
that’s calm and relaxing,
yet challenging to your
mind and body. On York
County’s thrills and
spills adventure you will
engage in leadership and
environmental training
that will encourage
strength and confidence
for the mind and body.

DAY ONE
Begin the day with a
cool, refreshing canoe
ride down the Catawba
River. Navigate the shoals
of the Catawba River in a
guided canoe trip, where
bald eagles, osprey, hawks
and great blue herons
are frequently spotted.
Stop along the river for
a peaceful box
lunch.
After a morning on the
Catawba, your
group will want
to experience
leadership training at Camp Canaan. Camp Canaan is located
along the Catawba River
and offers leadership
training and outdoor adventure for youth groups
through interactive learning and fun outdoor experiences.
www.seenmagazine.us

The evening ends with a
picnic at Ebenezer Park on
the Catawba River. After
the picnic, the group will
be entertained by drummers and dancers from the
Catawba Indian Nation.
The Catawbas were the
first to inhabit the area and
will share a bit of their culture and history.

DAY TWO
Day two
begins with a
trip to Anne
Springs Close
Greenway
with a hike or
horseback ride
at this 2000
acre greenway
or learn the
basics of rock
climbing and then explore
Crowders Mountain. After
a morning on a horse or a
rock, a box lunch will reenergize for an afternoon
of NASCAR.
The afternoon will include a ride on the track
at Lowe’s Motor Speedway
and a glimpse of 5 on 5,
where students can see the
workings of an actual NA-

cart tracks,
games,
miniature
golf, laser
tag, speed
bumper
boats and
a stateof-the-art
arcade. A
NASCAR
souvenir
and gift
shop is
also onsite and
dinner is served at the
Park.

DAY THREE
Begin the day with a
breakfast at the hotel and
then head toward Carowinds. Carowinds is a 105-

acre theme
and water
park offering
thrilling entertainment
for all ages.
The roller
coasters are
a “must do”
and there
are also
more than
100 rides, attractions and
live shows
at the park. Carowinds is
located on the SC, NC state
line.
After a fun day at Carowinds, depart for home.
For more information contact
call 800-866-5200 or visit www.
visityorkcounty.com.

arts & entertainment
history & culture

nature
shopping & dining
sports

SCAR pit. Next is a tour of
the Hendrix Motorsports
Museum and Race Shop.
The afternoon ends
with a visit to the NASCAR
Speed Park.The Speed Park
includes five outdoor goSouthEast Education Network  SPRING 2008
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Children’s Museum of South Carolina

A Playground for the Mind!

W

ith
interactive
exhibits, handson activities, and
a large variety of programs,
a visit to the Children’s
Museum of South Carolina
is sure to please youngsters
of all ages and interests.
CMSC is the perfect destination for field trips and
groups.There is something
for everyone and it is no
surprise to the staff that
thousands of people visit
annually.
During your visit, be
sure not to miss the Museum’s exhibits that children
can enjoy again and again.
Interested in electricity?

Use your muscles to power
a miniature city or build
your own circuits to turn
on lights or ring bells. Take
a break and enjoy a ride on
the Magic School Bus
while being a
part of
an ongoing
field trip.
The Kidz
Medical
Center
introduces children to the world
of medicine where they
may be a doctor, dentist,
x-ray technician, nurse or
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patient. Then move on
to Papa John’s Delivery
Truck to create and deliver pizzas.
The Express Yourself
Art Center contains
all
the
s u p plies
needed for
budding
artists to
create individual
a r t wo rk
that may be taken home
or displayed at the museum. What trip to the
beach would be complete
without stepping onto a
boat? At the museum, kids
can board the U.S.S. KidsA-Float for tips on boating safety and experience
what it feels like to be out
on the water.
Be an archeologist for
a day and dig in the fossil pit to discover ancient
remains. Bubbles, bubbles
everywhere! Bubbles big
and small are the focus of
this exhibit. Find out what

makes a bubble, stand inside
a giant bubble, or use colorful wands to make bubbles
of various sizes.
Children step into the Discovery Lab for a look at the
natural world. Several terrariums contain live geckos,
newts, tree frogs, lizards, and
a box turtle. Come meet the
rabbit, Cotton, the Degus
(day-goos), Forrest, Jenny,
and Little Ed, and Captain
Jack, the Guinea Pig. Various collections of minerals,
rocks, insects, and butterflies
await discovery including
a giant hornet’s nest! Learn
all about dinosaurs through
books, toys, and computer
kiosks.
The Children’s Museum of South
Carolina is the center for great
fun and activities for young
minds. CMSC is located at 2501
North Kings Highway in Myrtle
Beach across from the Myrtle
Beach Convention Center. Teachers can request an Educational
Programs Brochure by calling the
program department at (843)
946-9469 to find out about group
rates and special programs for
visitors.

www.seenmagazine.us
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Always Find Something New at Broadway
lake! Performance locations
at Broadway include: Carousel
Park;
Celebrity
Square;
Children’s Play Park; Heroes
Harbor (featuring a built- in
stage); Broadway’s Interactive
Fountain;Broadway Commons;
and many more! All your
ooking for the perfect spot for performance needs will be handled
your choir or band to perform? from standard power, to chairs and
Broadway at the Beach is the sound systems. Broadway also offers
answer! Experience South Carolina’s Parade Routes for Marching Bands.
premier
festive
entertainment We’ve got the space — you’ve got
complex located on 350 acres in the talent! Broadway would love to
the heart of Myrtle Beach. Broadway host your festival’s parades.
Want to get your group the audiat the Beach offers a multitude of
performance venues throughout ence they deserve, but need help
the property that will be perfect for planning a full day of fun and eduyour group’s performance. Broadway cational activities? At Broadway, one
features more than 100 specialty call does it all! We’ll be delighted to
shops, 20 restaurants, a New Orleans- customize and bundle any number
inspired nightclub district, theaters, of accommodations, attractions, reshotels and several award-winning taurants and shops to fit your itinerattractions, all surrounding a 23 acre ary, tastes and budgets. We are offer-

L
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ing exciting packages and itineraries
that can be customized just for your
group! Looking for a free outdoor
adventure to pass some time? Ask
about “Broadway’s Amazing Race,”
an innovative scavenger hunt that is
great fun for groups of all ages! Or
take a ride on “Miss Broadway,” our
free water taxi.
At Broadway at the Beach there
is always something new for your
group and this year is no exception.
The year 2008 will offer even more
ways to play at Broadway. Our newest
attractions may be “bigger than life”
or they may just “spin you for a loop!”
IMAX 3D Theatre will transport your
group to the most exciting places in
the world. Or travel back in time to
the Pavilion Nostalgia Park for new
old time fun! Whatever you choose
to do we are sure you will agree that
Broadway at the Beach is where Myrtle Beach comes to Life!
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Learning Opportunities
at Graceland

D

id you know
that each year
thousands of
students of all ages visit
Graceland? A trip to
Graceland will offer an
opportunity to learn
about music, Memphis
history, the life of Elvis
Presley and more. If you
are a teacher planning
a visit for your class or
student group, you may
find the following lesson
plan helpful.

Lesson Plan for Teachers
Adaptable to various grade
levels
IF I CAN DREAM:
HOW ELVIS PRESLEY
OBTAINED HIS CHILDHOOD DREAMS
Class Overview
Students will learn
about the life of Elvis
Presley and how he overcame poverty to become
a historical American icon
known around the world
as the King of Rock ’n’
Roll. After a visit to his
Memphis home Graceland, the students will
continue to learn about
the importance of setting their own goals and
dreams.

Class Objectives
As a result of this class,
students will be better
able to:
1. Listen to gain and interpret information.
2. Communicate their
understanding of the
lesson using both verbal and written skills.
3. Understand the life
story of Elvis Presley
and his goals and
dreams.
4. Realize the benefits of
setting goals and committing to them.
5. Learn goal setting
techniques.
Materials for Grade Levels 1-3
Listen to the song
“Confidence” recorded
by Elvis Presley or watch
the scene from his movie
“Clambake.”
Questions for students:
1. What does the song
say about accomplishing goals?
2. Was Elvis Presley successful in reaching his
goals?
3. What are your goals?
4. How can you reach
your goals?
• Write the goal down
and why it is important to you.
• Outline
steps
needed to
achieve the
goal.
• Set deadlines or
dates to
assess your
progress.
see GRACELAND
page 46
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A T. Rex Named Sue Winters at ETSU
A T. Rex Named Sue
to ‘winter’ at the ETSU
and General Shale Brick
Natural History Museum
at the Gray Fossil Site

Sue is truly dinosaur royalty —
42 feet long and 15.9 feet tall at her
highest point. One of the largest
flesh eaters to have ever inhabited
the Earth, Sue was a Tyrannosaurus
rex that roamed North America
about 67 million years ago.This T. rex
is named for Sue Hendrickson, who
discovered the dinosaur near Faith,
When A T. rex Named Sue visits S.D., during the summer of 1990. As
Tennessee for the first time in 2008, the most complete T. rex specimen
the special exhibit will mark another ever discovered, Sue has tremendous
“first” for the new East Tennessee value for scientists and the general
State University and General Shale
public.
Brick Natural History Museum and
The centerpiece of the fascinating
Visitor Center at the Gray Fossil Site
exhibit is a fully articu— the first traveling exlated cast skeleton of Sue
hibit to be featured in the
surrounded by 10 intermuseum’s large Scott M.
active stations that allow
Niswonger Exhibit Hall.
visitors to look through
On public display Jan.
the eyes of a T. rex and a
19–April 27, the popular
Triceratops, test a model
traveling exhibit was created by The Field Museum, Chicago, of Sue’s massive jaws to discover
and made possible through the gen- how they slammed shut on prey and
find out how Sue’s small forearms
erosity of McDonald’s Corp.

www.seenmagazine.us

worked.
Admission for
the special Sue
exhibit plus the
Gray Fossil Site
are $10 for
adults, $9 for
seniors 65 and
up, and $7 for
children ages
5–12. Admission
for members of
the Natural History
Museum and students
with
current ETSU IDs is half-price. Admission to the museum’s Wayne G.
Basler Exhibit Hall with the interactive ETSU Gray Fossil Site displays is
by donation.
The ETSU and GSB Natural History
Museum and Visitor Center at the
Gray Fossil Site is located less than
two miles from Exit 13 on I-26.
For more information, call 866-2026223 or visit www.grayfossilmuseum.org.
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Graceland
continued from page 44

Materials for
Grade Levels 4-8
Listen to or read
the speech given
by Elvis Presley accepting the Jaycees
Award.
Questions for students:
1. How did Elvis
get started?
2. Who influenced
his career?
3. What did he do to
pursue his dreams?
4. How did he obtain
his dreams and goals?
Listen to the song “If I Can
Dream” by Elvis Presley
1. In the song “If I Can
Dream” what goals
did Elvis wish to
reach?
Listen to or read “I’ve got
a Dream” speech by Martin
Luther King
1. In the speech “I’ve
Got A Dream” what
goals did Martin Luther King strive for?
2. How are these goals
similar?
3. Have they been
achieved?
4. If not, what steps
can you take to make
these dreams come
true?
5. What are your
dreams and goals?
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6. What steps can you
take to achieve them?
Follow up assignments can
include:
Students making a book
called “I Have A Dream”
with each student writing
about their own dreams
and putting their entry in
the book.
Have students write letters to one or both men
focusing on what they have
learned about their goals
and what they would like
to tell them or ask them
about their lives and careers.
Read and report on a biographical book about one
or both men.
Students can write about
a time when they have set
a goal and accomplished it.
They can describe in detail
how they achieved their
goal and how it made them
feel successful.
For special
discounted
ticket prices
for student
groups, contact
our Graceland
Group Tours
Department at
glsales@elvis.
com or by calling 800-2382010.
www.seenmagazine.us
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Norfolk Offers Exciting Options for Learning

L

ocated conveniently along the
Mid-Atlantic Coast, Norfolk is
the ideal destination for fun
and affordable educational field
trips and tours. With an abundance
of historical and cultural attractions
this 400 year old seaport city offers
exciting choices for new learning
experiences.
Students explore the nautical, naval and natural power of the sea at
Nauticus, a fun and exciting interactive science and technology center.
While there, stop by the Hampton
Roads Naval Museum and the historic Battleship Wisconsin.
For more nautical fun, students
climb aboard one of several harbor
cruises, including a learning adventure on the topsail schooner, American Rover, a tour of the world’s largest naval base aboard the Victory
Rover or one of the Spirit of Norfolk’s Kids Discovery cruises.
For young aspiring sailors, Schooner Virginia’s Youth Sail Training Program allows 12 youth from the ages
of 14-17 to embark on one of several
seven to 10 day-long training voyages. All trainees participate in safety
training, safety drills, watch standing,
anchor watch, sailing the vessel, domestic duties, seamanship, and sailing theory, to name a few.
Sail across the Elizabeth River on
the American Rover Tall Ship Cruise.
This majestic, three-masted tall ship,
modeled after the cargo schooners
that once sailed the Chesapeake
Bay, leaves from the downtown Norfolk for a narrated two-hour harbor
cruise. Educational classes are available for students.
Stroll through 5,000 years of art
history at the Chrysler Museum of
Art, home to Walter P. Chrysler Jr.’s
world-class collection. The Chrysler
also offers exciting programs, concerts, theatrical performances, children’s tours and lectures.
Norfolk offers historic home tours
with lots to explore like the Classical Revival architecture of downtown Norfolk. An exciting three-part
program of living history, sailing, and
www.seenmagazine.us

touring awaits students at the Moses
Myers House as students explore life
in Federal-era Norfolk or learn about
the neoclassical elements within the
Myers House.
Norfolk Botanical Garden represents 155-acres of colorful landscapes, unusual flowers, mature forests and seasonal plantings and features one of the largest collections
of azaleas, camellias, roses and rhododendrons on the East Coast. Open
365-days a year, the Garden is one of
the only botanical gardens offering
tours by foot, boat or tram.
Students can discover nature at the
Norfolk Botanical Garden’s World of
Wonders. Run through the Ecuadorian Rainforest, touch totem poles
from the Russian Peninsula, or wear
masks and beat drums from the African Grasslands. Dig into the Dirt Factory, trace the trails of the great explorers, and wind through the twists
and turns of the Inchworm Tunnel.
From the plains of Africa to your
own backyard, the Virginia Zoo is a
complete wildlife experience.Tigers,
squirrel monkeys, ocelots and slithering snakes are just some of the
more than 400 animals. Come nose
to nose with a prairie dog in the interactive prairie dog habitat where
viewing bubbles allow you to get up
close and personal with these entertaining and magnificent creatures.
Educational programs and activities are available including live animal
presentations for grades K-12, outreach programs, uniquely designed
programs for children, teacher workshops and programs for pre-K, early
childhood education. Teacher workshops are offered each year. We have
on site facilitators for Project WET,
Learning Tree, Wild, Aquatic Wild,
Flying Wild, Creating School Yard
Habitats and don’t miss “Keeper for
a Day” allowing children to prepare
diets, clean exhibits, learn about the
animals and meet the zoo keepers.
Open year round, the Virginia Zoo
offers family fun, education and excitement for everyone.
d’ART Center is located in Selden

Arcade in the heart of downtown
Norfolk. Offering student art classes and workshops, d’ART Center
features 50 resident artists. Todd
Rosenlieb Dance has established its
headquarters in downtown Norfolk,
collaborating with other area arts organizations such as the Virginia Opera, the Virginia Symphony and the
Virginia Arts Festival.
As the cultural heart of the Commonwealth, Norfolk is home to the
Virginia Symphony, Virginia Opera,
Virginia Stage Company, Virginia Ballet Theater and Virginia Chorale, as
well as the Chrysler Museum of Art.
Norfolk offers everything from live
theatre and comedy shows to nationally recognized ballet and opera
performances.
The Virginia Arts Festival features
world renowned artists from across
the globe. The festival’s WorldClass®
Education Program offering special
student matinees, in-school performances and workshops, even master
classes.
After a day of touring, Norfolk offers some fun food finds for students.
Visit Doumar’s, home to the first ice
cream cone machine.Tour Rowena’s
Jam and Jelly Factory and sample her
famous pound cakes, jams and sauces or enjoy a tea party.
An evening walk along the cobblestone streets of the historic Freemason district and downtown Norfolk
is a great opportunity to learn about
Norfolk’s very own Sea Legends andTales on a special Nauticus walk.
Learning doesn’t have to end in
the classroom. With all of Norfolk’s
new and exciting learning opportunities, The Norfolk Convention and
Visitors Bureau offers educators,
planners and tour operators a comprehensive guide highlighting programs and attractions designed to
supplement Standards of Learning
(SOL) requirements.
For more information on Norfolk attractions or student programs, call 800-3683097 or visit www.norfolkcvb.com.
SouthEast Education Network  SPRING 2008
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Busch Gardens Europe and Water Country USA Offering
an Exciting Lineup in 2008 for School and Youth Groups
Planning a Visit to Williamsburg

V

oted the world’s “Most
Beautiful Park” for 17
consecutive years, Busch
Gardens Europe combines 17thcentury charm with 21st-century
technology to create the ultimate

student experience. Situated on 100
action-packed acres, Busch Gardens
boasts more than 50 thrilling rides
and attractions, nine main stage
shows, a wide variety of awardwinning cuisine and world-class
animals. In 2007, Busch Gardens
Europe launched the world’s
tallest and first floorless dive
coaster, Griffon. Carrying riders up
a record-breaking 205 feet, then
hurtling them 90 degrees straight
down at 75 mph, Griffon is the
first dive coaster to incorporate
two Immelmann loops — an
inverse diving loop named for a
WWI German fighter pilot. Griffon
offers over-the-edge excitement
on more than half a mile of steel
track.
Plunge into outrageous fun at
the mid-Atlantic’s largest water
park, Water Country USA. Featuring a 1950s and 60s surf-theme,
Water Country USA offers students
tons of summertime fun with more
than 30 slides, water rides and super-soakin’ thrills. The park’s new-

est water ride, Rock ’n Roll Island,
features a 33-foot-tall slide tower and
three water slides that will send riders through nearly 200 feet of twisting and turning water tubes. Hubba
Hubba Highway is Water Country
USA’s radical river adventure. Cool
cats and groovy gals also are invited
to gear up for high-speed toboggan
racing aboard Meltdown.

Education and Youth Programs
Educational Shows — From roller
coaster physics to animal biology,
students have the chance to experience a range of subjects in very exciting ways.

Teacher-led Programs
Experience our theme park at
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your own pace with comprehensive educational materials. X-treme
Physics is our most popular teacher-led program, and it infuses students with an exhilaration for math
and science. Our curriculum guide
can be modified to meet the needs
of any class, and students can experience roller coaster G-forces that
they can measure with mounted
accelerometers.

Performing Opportunities
Student-performers have the
opportunity to entertain guests at
Busch Gardens Europe. Where else
can they perform in a venue that’s
been voted the world’s “Most Beautiful Park” for the past 17 years?
Visit buschgardens.org to signup for the Land, Sea and Air e-mail
newsletter packed with educational content, animal facts, trivia and
much, much more. Use this Web
site as a classroom resource and
a tool for you. You can find downloadable teacher guides, animal
facts, and tons of cool information
that your students will love.
Discover the worlds of Busch Gardens
and Water Country USA like never before.
For more information, call (800) 3437946 or visit buschgardens.com/va or
watercountryusa.com.

2008 Education Dates*
• Funky Physics Show
April 18, 25, May 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 and June 6
• Wild Weekends
Jack Hanna — June 7 and 8
Ginny Busch and Julie Scardina — May 31 and June 1
• Boy Scout Day – April 12
• 4th Annual Girl Scout Days
May 3 & 4
• Christian Rock Concerts
May 4, 11 and 18
• Middle School Grad Night
May 2
(*education dates subject to change)

www.seenmagazine.us
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Experience the Living History of Virginia’s Historic Triangle

C

omplementing the worldrenowned
historic
sites,
modern
adventure
and
entertainment thrill visitors of all
ages to the Historic Triangle. At
world-class theme parks, thrills and
unexpected adventures delight the
young and young at heart.
Voted the world’s “Most Beautiful Theme Park” for 15 consecutive
years by the National Amusement
Park Historical Association, Busch
Gardens Europe is a European-themed
park bursting with adventure at every turn. Renowned for world-class
roller coasters, Busch Gardens provides a passport to high-tech thrills,
mouth-watering cuisine and worldclass entertainment themed around
six European countries. The Williamsburg theme park’s newest thrill
ride, Curse of DarKastle, sends riders
on a bone-chilling chase through a
grand Bavarian castle. Elements of
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the dynamic journey including cutting-edge ride engineering, elaborate
theming and 3-D visual projection.
In 2006, the European-themed park
delivers guests all-new Broadwayquality shows, like the all-new Irishthemed production, “Emerald Beat,”
and “Kinetix,” a summertime performance of human athleticism and
performance artistry.
At nearby Water Country USA experience the latest in super soaking thrills. Set to a 1950s and ‘60s
surf theme, Water Country USA features water rides, slides and entertainment. Adventurers can “cruise”
down Hubba Hubba Highway, a freefloating expedition through drenching coconuts and cool geysers. Sunlovers retreat to the calming waters
of the park’s Rambling River or relax
in one of nearly 2,000 lounge chairs.
Water Country USA offers fun for the
entire family.

Just across the street from Water
Country USA, Presidents Park displays 18-foot sculpted busts of all 43
U.S. Presidents in a relaxed garden
setting. Experience an educational
and artistic look at America’s great
leaders. Extensive details of each
president are presented in museum
quality formats. The park also features a museum building with a café,
gift shop meeting rooms and classrooms.
Eight acres of family fun can be
enjoyed at Action Park of Williamsburg – Go-Karts Plus, featuring four
go-kart tracks. Super Stockarts that
look just like the NASCAR favorites
race around a high-banked oval track.
Bumper boats and cars, a waterfall
miniature golf course and an arcade
provide a variety of entertainment.
For a complete list of attractions, amusements and entertainment, visit www.VisitWilliamsburg.com.

www.seenmagazine.us

History:
The Cornerstone

of a Comprehensive Education
By Jacquelyn Eurice and Mary Ann Williamson

L

TRAVEL Virginia

earning about social
studies, such as history
and politics, should be
fun and entertaining. Because these
subjects transcend many other
disciplines and affect our lives,
they should be a vital part of every
student’s curriculum. So, where can
teachers find an environment that
piques an interest in these vital
subjects of citizenship? One place
is in Williamsburg, Virginia, where
modern representative government
took root and the foundations of our
nation were laid.

es — but appreciation for the luxuries in the Palace is clear.Throughout
the day, the children take pleasure in
seeing Colonial Williamsburg’s horses and a variety of working animals
that were common to Williamsburg
in the 18th century.

“That the future may
learn from the past”

While on a field trip to Colonial
Williamsburg’s Historic Area, students can clearly conceptualize how
life was in the 18th century. They
can stand in the Capitol building
and imagine Patrick Henry’s ringing
words,“If this be treason, then make
Colonial Williamsburg’s
the most of it!” They gain further inHistoric Area
Most days, it is possible to see sight into the motivation behind the
one or more school groups explor- Declaration of Independence and
ing the Historic Area of Colonial Wil- its author as they see the interacliamsburg. It’s entertaining to watch tive street theater of Revolutionary
them interact with the actors and City® unfold. Folinterpreters and observe how inter- lowing the perforested they are in the homes, build- mance, the students
ings and stories of past Williamsburg continue to interact
residents. There is a lot for them to with the interpretdo, and the race to see as much as er-guide, which furpossible begins. Groups involved in ther enhances their
organized study visits can partake of learning experience.
a myriad of exhibits, events, and ex- After hearing about
periences because carefully orches- the legal system
trated schedules allow them ease in colonial times
of entry, tailored interactions with they participate in
tradespeople, and private viewings a mock trial at the
of many of the different exhibits, Courthouse — and
buildings, and shops that make up laugh and cheer
when a classmate is
this treasured American resource.
Having an interpreter at the stu- found innocent of horse theft.
Yet, much more can be extracted
dents’ side promotes learning and
involvement with the “people of from a study visit. While Colonial
the past” they encounter. Their in- Williamsburg wants to promote hisquisitiveness flourishes as they learn tory education, students also learn
about a woman’s wig made from about 18th-century government, law,
horse’s hair or the work involved in economics, industry, geography and
making a book. They’re fascinated the arts. Correlations between these
with information about how colonial portrayals of past disciplines and the
people lived and typically pose ques- modern day encourage comprehentions about sleeping quarters, partic- sion and invite students to apply
ularly for those who slept on hay in theory.
Founder John D. Rockefeller Jr.’s
the Public Gaol (jail) or shared a tiny
room with many siblings. When the statement of purpose — “That the
interpreter takes them through the future may learn from the past” — is
Governor’s Palace and the Magazine, an appropriate motto for The Colothe group expresses keen interest in nial Williamsburg Foundation. The
the swords, guns, and military arma- past is more than simply history stoment adorning the walls in both plac- ries and prominent people. It con-

52 SPRING 2008  SouthEast Education Network

sisted of many people engaged in
many tasks and jobs that continue
today, with modern advances and
thought intertwined. We face the
same problems, rejoice in similar
victories, fight for our beliefs, support and love our families, work to
survive, and still hold precious our
rights and freedoms. Colonial Williamsburg’s Historic Area assists the
students in fully visualizing how
the present reflects the past, a basic premise for keeping history as a
vital component of a well-rounded
education.

Laying the platform for
future citizens
What students take from this adventure in citizenship is sure to stay
with them. It’s possible to see the
excitement in their eyes and the enthusiasm in their voices as they proclaim their favorite parts of the day.

They have received a well-rounded
educational tour of a true American settlement, taking in parts of
the lives of Williamsburg’s colonial
residents — the people who helped
build a nation. Students obtain this
knowledge in an entertaining setting that inspires America’s future
leaders to learn more about their
country’s roots and the principles
laid out in the words and actions
from the past. History is alive and
flourishing in Williamsburg, Virginia.
Jacquelyn Eurice is marketing communications specialist and Mary Ann
Williamson is managing production
editor/writer with The Colonial Williamsburg Foundation.
www.seenmagazine.us
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Ripley’s Brings Special
Entertainment to Williamsburg
By Edward Meyer and
Scott Hart

R

ton’s hair and early American slave records to a golf
ball driven on the moon,
the treasures in this modern day “Odditorium” provide a visual link with our
past.
Following in this Odditorium tradition, the Williamsburg museum has an
entire gallery devoted to
a variety of strange, beautiful and unusual animals.
Nowhere else in the world
can you see a 500 pound
gorilla made entirely out of
nails in the same room as
a genuine maneless albino
lion, or a two-headed magpie perched right over a
two-headed kitten.
After discovering strange
and bizarre facts of human history and marveling
at the wonders of nature,
Ripley’s 4D theater offers
a journey to the depths of
the oceans and a chance to
save Tony the T-rex from a
volcanic catastrophe. Learn
how life thrives in the
deepest, darkest crevices
on the planet and thrill to
the heart-pounding adventure awaiting anyone brave
enough to enter Dino Island. This spring look for
4D, high definition versions
of the Discovery Channel’s
Planet Earth — available
exclusively for group tours.
Ripley’s Believe It or Not!
Museum and 4D Theater in
Williamsburg, Virginia is
your year round destination for the strange, unusual, and bizarre!

ipley’s Believe It
or Not!, a world
wide leader in
family entertainment, is
now open in the heart
of Williamsburg, Virginia.
Last year, 13 million guests
visited Ripley’s attractions.
These include aquariums,
4D and moving theaters,
wax museums, miniature
golf, and, of course, the one
of a kind Odditoriums.
Each museum is unique
in its architecture, its collection of oddities and
their presentation.There is
a careful balance between
the strange, the shocking
and the beautiful. In the
museums there are works
of art made from everyday
objects, incredible collections, and samples of
strange hobbies. There are
exhibits from the world
of science and illusions,
hands-on interactive displays, videos and state
of the art special effects,
all set in exotic themed
surroundings, including
spooky graveyards, lush
jungles and scenes of natural disaster.
In true Ripley’s Believe
It or Not! fashion, the museum in Williamsburg, Virginia houses artifacts that
span almost all of human
history, and even earlier in
some cases. From prehistoric dinosaurs’ eggs to the
3000 year old mummified
remains of an Egyptian
falcon, from African tribal
artifacts to South Ameri- For more information visit
can shrunken heads, from www.WilliamsburgRipleys.com
a lock of George Washing- or call 757-220-9220.
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Naturally Speaking
By Ellen Richardson

I

t’s a late autumn
afternoon as I escape
the neat rectangles and
prescribed halls of my
home, with its mechanical
hums and wearisome
interruptions.
In
10
minutes I will be at a red
metal gate and on my way
to the sanctuary of my
creek.

Punching my SUV into
four-wheel drive, I ascend
the first rough hill of the
mile-and-a-quarter trek. I
have intruded upon the
muted sounds that wafted
moments ago on this ridge;
I mentally apologize for
the rumbling engine and
the crunch of tires to the
strutting turkeys, the circling Red-tailed Hawk, the
sequestered pregnant doe,
the twitching-nosed
rabbit darting under the laurels. I will
drive on through
sun-dappled breezes
and park before I can
hear the creek, as I
reach the edge of its
broad, rich-loamed
bottom land.
Gently
latching

the heavy vehicle door, I
put on my softest feet. As
I stand motionless, I hear
the sweet flute of the
Wood Thrush, the seedy
rasp of the Chickadee, the
tell-tale rustle of the Rufussided Towhee.
Fallen fruit rests in the
gravel road. Before morning, the deer and turkeys
that left these tracks in
the dust will be back for

a windfall of sweet and juicy
apples, a treat before nutrient-rich acorns drop from
the oaks. So lovely drifting to the creek, crimson
and ochre and sienna-hued
leaves have mostly fallen
now. I know the near-leafless
birch with its mottled bark
from the towering poplar; I
know the oak by shape and
see NATURALLY page 61

Carroll County, Virginia
Visit for a day. Stay for a lifetime.
Located in the heart of the Blue Ride Plateau and in the middle of
Virginia’s music heritage trail The Crooked Road, we are a region steeped
in traditions: music, crafts, history, and plenty of outdoor splendors.

We offer 36 miles of spectacular scenery along the Blue Ridge
Parkway including Groundhog Mountain Overlook, Orlean Hawks
Puckett Cabin and The Blue Ridge Music Center just to name a few.
Other Carroll County Treasures include:

Groundhog Mountain Overlook

• Southwest Virginia Regional
Farmers Market
• Historic Downtown Hillsville

• The New River Trail State Park
• Crooked Creek Fee Fishing and
Wildlife Area
• The Devil’s Den Nature Preserve
• And many more!

Orlean Hawks Puckett Cabin

Carroll County Office of Tourism
Blue Ridge Plateau Regional Visitor Center
888-785-2781 • www.visitvirginiablueridgemountains.com
www.seenmagazine.us
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ALL THIS, PACKED INTO ONE-SQUARE MILE.

800-767-8782
www.visitportsva.com

Come Alive

We’ll Make History

The Lynchburg Virginia region offers an exciting view into our
country’s historical past in ways that will appeal to all ages. Come
walk the grounds of Appomattox Court House, the surrender
grounds of the Civil War; explore the Pest House at
Old City Cemetery to better understand Civil War era
medicine; visit Point of Honor and learn about duels,
or experience education come to life at Amazement
Square, the Rightmire Children’s Museum.

LYNCHBURG REGIONAL CONVENTION
& VISITORS BUREAU
800.732.5821
tourism@lynchburgchamber.org
www.discoverlynchburg.org
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Portsmouth: More Variety, More History, More Fun

S

ince 1752, Portsmouth’s location on one of the world’s
largest natural harbors has
shaped its character. Today, students
experience this working harbor on
board a paddlewheel riverboat, or
from the inside of a 1915 lightship.
They discover the role this historic
seaport has played, not just in the
American Revolution and the Civil
War, but also in our modern Navy.
Portsmouth is located at the Zero
Mile Marker on the Intracoastal
Waterway — the midway point
between Miami and Maine.
This City’s history isn’t just connected to the water. The Olde Towne
Historic District chronicles 300 years
of history with one of the largest
collections of historic homes in the
south, all in a single square mile. The
Path of History is a walking tour that
connects 45 sites in the district, each
with an interpretive marker.
Portsmouth’s numerous attrac-

tions offer a number of programs
and hands-on activities that help
children meet the state’s Standards
of Learning for K-12. These fun programs are all relevant to the topics
students are studying in school.
For example, at the Virginia Sports
Hall of Fame and Museum, programs
range from character development
and sportsmanship to nutrition and
physical fitness. Teachers and students alike are simultaneously engaged and educated while learning,
for example, the effects of DNA on
performance, the aerodynamics of a
baseball, or the effects of sugar and
fat intake on the body. It’s not all serious learning, though. Students can
dribble a basketball, pitch a baseball,
feel what it’s like to drive a race car,
or even try their hand at broadcasting a sporting event,
The Children’s Museum of Virginia
isn’t just two floors packed with fun
— it’s also educational, of course!

This museum offers a variety of
SOL-based programs, such as “On a
Roll,” which uses spinning wheels,
rolling balls, yo-yos and vibrating
tuning forks to explain the energy
behind motion and how it can make
sound or keep people balanced on
a bicycle.
Children (and more than a few
teachers) will marvel over the
“Sounds Around” exhibit. What fun
it is to find the elusive sound hidden
in the tuning fork’s hum. Hit the fork
with the mallet and put your head
between the two prongs. Move your
head to hear the different sounds.
Try to distinguish between the tones.
Confused? Don’t worry — excellent
text panel descriptions are available
for children to explain the exhibits
to their teachers. Bring your class to
Portsmouth,Virginia, and we’ll prove
it to you!
Call 800-767-8782 or visit www.visitports
va.com.

Lynchburg: A World of History Awaits

T

he Lynchburg, Virginia region
offers a variety of historic
attractions and recreational
opportunities sure to entice any
student traveler. Make history come
alive with an exploration of Hunter’s
Raid, the Civil War Trail.
In the summer of 1864, the Army
of West Virginia, under command of
General David Hunter, was ordered
to lay waste to Shenandoah Valley
and destroy Lynchburg, Virginia, a
major supply center for Robert E.
Lee’s army. After destroying homes
and buildings in Staunton and Lexington, Hunter marched on to Lynchwww.seenmagazine.us

burg where he was met and defeated by General Jubal A. Early’s smaller
army on June 17, 1864.
This episode became known as
Hunter’s Raid Lynchburg Civil War
Trail sites include Old Court House
Museum (opened February 2008),
Historic Sandusky, Point of Honor
and three historical cemeteries including Old City Cemetery and Aboretorum.
Other regional attractions not to
be missed are Appomattox Court
House National Hitorical Park, the
surrender grounds from the Civil
War, the National D-Day Memorial in

Bedford and Poplar Forest — the private home of President Thomas Jefferson. All just a short drive from the
scenic Blue Ridge Parkway and only
a three hour drive from Washington,
D.C.
Lynchburg also offers a wealth of
outdoor recreational experiences
for the novice and advanced hiker
and biker. The James River Heritage
Trail and Blackwater Creek Bikeway
offer many miles of hiking and biking within the city.
For more information visit www.discover
lynchburg.org.
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TRAVEL Virginia

Meet Some Camouflage Artists at the Virginia Living Museum

F

lounders
have
mastered the art of
camouflage. Because
Summer Flounders can
change color to match
the sand or gravel on the
bottom, they can easily
hide from predators and
also ambush small fish,
shrimp or squid.
The slender Rough
Green Snake doesn’t have
to change color because
it is well camouflaged in
green foliage. Its flexible
tail and long, thin body
easily hug branches and
vines as the snake hunts
small insects, spiders and
caterpillars.
These two camouflage
artists are among more
than 200 living species
native to Virginia that can

be found on exhibit at the
Virginia Living Museum in
Newport News. The museum’s exhibits bring people in contact with more
habitats, wildlife and plant
species than would be encountered in a lifetime of
outdoor adventures in Virginia.
Each exhibit tells a story.
There is the predator-prey
relationship between the
chipmunk and the corn
snake; the invasive, but
beautiful lionfish, and the
complex interrelationships
of the animals and plants
that inhabit a cypress
swamp.
At the Virginia Living Museum, there are surprises
around every corner.
Experience life in a cy-

HZZ6AAd[jh

press swamp
and mountain
cove. Explore
under
the
Chesapeake
Bay and inside a
limestone cave.
Touch
some
famous
Bay
Rough Green Snake
creatures, plus
enjoy handsvironmental challenges in
on discovery centers. See
science labs or attend an asspectacular views of the sembly-style program about
sun from the observatory. how animals face the daily
Outdoors, stroll the 3/4- challenges of survival.
mile elevated boardwalk
The museum is located
to view coastal birds, bald between Williamsburg and
eagles, beavers, a bobcat, Norfolk/Virginia Beach at
river otters, endangered 524 J. Clyde Morris Blvd.,
red wolves and other ani- Newport News (I-64, exit
mals in natural habitats, 258-A).
plus explore the complexWinter hours are 9 a.m.
ity of wetland and pond to 5 p.m. Monday through
habitats.
Saturday and noon to 5 p.m.
Not only is the museum Sunday. From Memorial Day
a wonderful place for a to Labor Day the museum is
group visit, its profession- open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
ally trained instructors daily.
present enriching natural
Admission is $13 adults
science curricula to more and $10 children (ages 3-12).
than 100,000 students Adult rates for summer 2008
each year. All programs are $15. Group rates are
are grade-level targeted available for groups of ten
and correlated to national or more.
standards.
Students in grades six For more information call 757to 12 can experience am- 595-1900 or go to www.thevlm.
phibians, fossils, minerals, org. Call 757-595-9135 for group
weather or real-world en- reservations.

NEW MEETING CENTER NOW OPEN!
at the Crossroads of I-81 & I-77 in SW Virginia
Comfortable, Sophisticated Meeting
Facilities at an Ideal Location

Southwest Virginia’s newest meeting facility is now open at
the crossroads of Interstates 81 & 77 in Wytheville …
a great location for your next meeting or conference!
EVANSHAM BALLROOM Seats up to 1,000 theater style or 500 banquet style
THREE SMALLER MEETING ROOMS For breakouts or smaller meetings up to 150
LARGE PRE-FUNCTION LOBBY CORRIDOR Perfect for receptions, registrations or displays
LATEST TECHNOLOGY for audio-visual
Over 1200 Sleeping Rooms and Numerous Restaurants.
Nearby Attractions include antique malls,
a dinner theatre, a winery,
museums and historical tours.

WYTHEVILLE

.EWPORT .EWS s )  EXIT  ! s    s WWWTHEVLMORG
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Virginia TRAVEL

Behind-the-Scenes Tours Offer Student Groups Fascinating
New Perspectives on Newport News, Virginia Attractions
By Suzanne Pearson

and fish if they get sick or injured
and see where the coyotes sleep at
ake your student groups on night.
three fascinating behind-theA rare look at artifacts from an
scenes tours during your next iconic Civil War ironclad is the fovisit to Newport News, Virginia! cus of the behind-the-scenes tour
Each of these special tours offers of the USS Monitor Center Conseryour students the opportunity to go vation Facility at The Mariners’ Muwhere others cannot. All tours are seum. Over 1,200 artifacts, ranging
available weekdays year-round.
from small buttons and tools to the
Your first stop is the Virginia Liv- revolutionary revolving gun turret,
ing Museum, where students will are being conserved in this state-ofdiscover the “secrets” behind the the-art facility. Your students will be
many doors of this natural history able to tour through the large “wet
museum. They’ll learn in a fun and lab” where the cannon, steam engine
interactive way how the animals and and turret are undergoing conserfish are acquired, how the museum vation. They will then journey into
gets the water in the aquariums to the “clean lab” where smaller, more
match the oceans and the rivers and intricate artifacts are carefully being
how they feed so many different spe- treated to remove chlorides before
cies with very particular diets. Your going on display in the USS Monitor
students will also have an up-close- Center’s Ironclad Revolution exhiband-personal show of trout feeding, it.
Your final behind-the-scenes tour
learn what happens to the animals

T

N E W P O R T

N E W S ,

is at the Ferguson Center for the
Arts. It’s the perfect place to explore
the magic world of the performing
arts. Students will be able to tour
the costume shop, where they don’t
use power tools, and the scene shop,
where they do. Their backstage tour
will also include a visit to the Green
Room, which often isn’t green, but is
where performers always go before
they hit the stage, and a look at the
complex equipment operated by the
lighting and sound engineers.
To book behind-the-scenes tours of the Virginia Living Museum, The Mariners’ Museum/USS Monitor Center and the Ferguson
Center for the Arts, or to learn more about
the other student-friendly attractions in
Newport News, contact Todd Swindell, Group
Tour Marketing Manager for the Newport
News Tourism Development Office at (757)
926-1442, toll-free at (888) 493-7386 or by
e-mail at tswindell@nngov.com.

V I R G I N I A

B a c k t o t h e B a s i c s . . . T h e A B C s o f N ew p o r t N ew s .
C a l l f o r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n o n exc i t i n g n ew i t i n e r a r i e s .
1-888-493-7386
www.seenmagazine.us

Minutes to Williamsburg

www.newport-news.org
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TRAVEL Virginia

Don’t Miss The World’s
Oldest Theme Parks

T

Conveniently
y
located in thee
heart of Virgin
inia
ia,
Charlottesville
lle
offers unparall
allele
el d
history with tw
wo
UNESCO Wo
orld
Heritage sites–
–
Thomas
Jefferson’s
Monticello and
d
the University
of Virginia,
four-seasons of
natural beauty,
recreational
pursuits such as
hiking, horseback riding and
d more
m ree…
The possibilities are as endless as our mount
mo tain vi
views
iews.
ewss
Call Sales Manager, Amy J. Busa at 434.970.3634 or
vi www.pursueCharlottesville.com
visit
www pursueCharlottesville com online for more
information.
nfo
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he “World’s Oldest
Theme Parks,” are
our nations’ state
parks. For the small
southern community of
Prince Edward County
Virginia, there are no
artificial, fabricated theme
parks, no Disney World,
no Six Flags; just what
nature has provided for
centuries. Prince Edward
County is fortunate to
have five state parks in the
region known as Virginia’s
Heartland. In addition, the
Commonwealth’s newest
state park, High Bridge
Trail State Park, will run
right through Prince
Edward County.
Parks like Bear Creek
Lake State Park and James
River State Park provide
playgrounds for outdoor
activities such as fishing,
boating, hiking or bird
watching. The opportunities to see real wildlife in
natural habitats are at every turn.
Holliday Lake State Park
and Twin Lakes State Park
and Cedar Crest Conference Center offer outdoor
entertainment in addition
to campground and cabin
accommodations for park
visitors. Guests can enjoy
swimming, hiking, bicycling and horseback riding
or just picnicking along
the lakeside. Fishing for
largemouth bass, crappie,
bluegill, brown and rainbow trout is popular.
At Sailor’s Creek Battlefield Historical State Park,
costumed volunteers assist with various interpretive programs throughout
the year talking about the

significant historical events
that happened in 1865. Here
on April 6th, General Robert
E. Lee, commander of the
Army of Northern Virginia,
lost more than 7,700 men
plus valuable supplies. As
a result of this devastating
blow, Lee surrendered his
army just 72 hours later at
Appomattox Court House.
High Bridge Trail State
Park is currently under development. This 39 mile linear park will offer hiking,
biking and equestrian trails,
stretching from Burkeville to
Pamplin City, Virginia along
the old Norfolk Southern
rail line.The park will utilize
the historic High Bridge rail
road bridge providing visitor access for the first time.
In Lee’s retreat to Appomattox Court House after the
crushing battle at Sailor’s
Creek on April 6th, 1865, the
inability of the Confederate
Army to burn High Bridge,
cutting off the Union Army’s
pursuit, was instrumental in
General Lee’s final decision
to surrender a few hours
later.
For Prince Edward County, Virginia’s State Parks are
not only the oldest theme
parks but the “World’s Best
Theme Parks,” promoting
history and nature, while
preserving a quality way
of life. Visit Prince Edward
County’s state parks — celebrating over 400 years of
history and nature.
For more park information call
800-933-PARK (7275). For information about Prince Edward
County, call 434-392-1482 or
visit
www.co.prince-edward.
va.us.
www.seenmagazine.us

Virginia TRAVEL

Naturally
continued from page 55

stature. A few wrinkled
red berries cling to the
wild dogwoods, growing tall and leggy here as
they raise their crowns
through brush toward sunlight. With my first step, a
Roughed Grouse explodes
from a nearby blackberry thicket and takes my
breath away.
I walk slowly, my vision
sharp to detect movement. Occasionally I scan
the ground before me for
the slither of a snake, but I
rarely encounter one here.
When I stop again, hoping
to catch sight of a Whitetail, I can hear her — my
creek.
She is not a river, not a
stream. She is wide and flat,
perhaps 40 feet of shimmer, adorned with smooth
stones laying a mossy
mosaic on her sandy bed.
Boulders rise to compose
her music. Babbling brook
does not describe her; she
murmurs, she whispers,
she shouts and hurrahs
and splashes and dances in
the slant of the late afternoon sun. The lower the

www.seenmagazine.us

water level, the louder she
sings. The rocks, the fallen
branches, all the obstacles
in her path are what make
her symphony so delightful.
She doesn’t complain, she
just goes over and around
whatever she encounters.
As I settle in a glider
in our rustic pavilion, the
creek begins to weave her
spell. I think about how she
begins, up near Fancy Gap
and the Blue Ridge Parkway. Small and unassuming,
a spring bubbles and rivulets form. She cuts through
brush and bramble,
augmenting
her
girth with runnels
and branches and
tributaries. She collects droplets, enfolds puddles, assimilates
trickles,
captures sluices and
steals brooklets, all
the while gathering
rain to her bosom
and making it her own. She
becomes Little Reed Island
Creek.
She lectures me now, reminding me of her winding
path. Her waters are on a
long journey, tracing their
way first to Big Reed Island
Creek, then to the New

River, north to
the Ohio, then
the Mississippi,
and on to the
Gulf of Mexico. When she
reaches
the
Gulf,her waters
will once again
swirl to the atmosphere, and
return to the
Blue Ridge as
raindrops, coming full circle back to me.
She meanders through
more than a mile of this

property, horseshoeing,
broadening, narrowing
again. She is sheltering
a surfeit of life: snails,
nymphs, water striders,
minnows, chubs, suckers,
red-eyes, frogs, toads, turtles, beavers, minks, water
snakes, and her perhapsmost-magnificent dweller,
the now-scarce native
Brook Trout. At times we
stock the creek with shimmering hatchery-raised
Rainbow Trout.When they
enter the water, they turn
themselves to the current.
Pure muscle wrapped in
iridescent splendor, they
orient themselves to some
ageless trout command,
welcoming the swift resistance and quivering with
primal trout happiness.
As she delivers her discourse today, Little Reed’s
voice obscures from my
ears the gnawing of a
field mouse gleaning calcium from shed antlers,

the dropping of an apple
in the abandoned orchard
up on the pinewood ridge,
the scraping of a buck on
a tender sapling. But I do
hear the “teakettle” call of
the wren, and the drone of a
paper wasp above my head.
A whorl of dry leaves skitters across the pavilion. And
above it all, the creek still
speaks.
Breathing deeply, I savor
the pungent potpourri of
fall. In the deep winter to
come, ice will form on Little
Reed’s banks, bridging out
toward her center, but her
swift waters will rush on beneath overhanging snow-laden branches. Even now, the
raccoon and ‘possum, bobcat and fox, meadow vole
and rabbit and button buck
sheltered in these woods are
acquiring their winter coats.
They will make their ways to
the creek, one by cautious
one, quenching their thirsts
with a draft of an icy creek
elixir. Whitetails will paw
through snow to reach the
salt and minerals put down
for them near the old logging road. They will snuffle
through hoary grass for the
whiff of a stray acorn, lift
their heads and snort frosted
breath. Starkness will have
replaced the lush growth of
summer, the spicy ambiance
of autumn.
Young men who are now
old tell me they found arrowheads along this verdant
see NATURALLY page 63
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TRAVEL West Virginia

Outdoor Learning Abounds in Jefferson County
School groups have been
coming to Jefferson County, West Virginia as a tradition for years and years. The
close proximity to Maryland,
DC and northern Virginia
schools is definitely a plus.
Daytrips outside of Washington have increased with the
911 events.

Harpers Ferry National
Historical Park
The number one attraction in Jefferson County for
school groups is Harpers Ferry National Historical Park.
Multiple themes surround a
park visit including studies
of history, ecosystems, civil
rights, industrial revolution,
Lewis & Clark, slavery, the
civil war and more. History
and science opportunities

abound. Pre and post visit
curriculum materials are
available from the park.
For information check the national park website at www.
nps.gov/hafe.

Ridgefield Farm
Ridgefield Farm hosts
student groups in the fall
for Agritourism programs
including a pumpkin
patch, giant corn maze,
hayrides, apple picking, farmers markets and
more.
For information visit www.
ridgefieldfarm.com .

fer special group rates for
schools and youth looking
for traveling on the Shenandoah and Potomac Rivers
in duckies, tubes, and rafts.
Several offer team building
programs too.
Check on their individual
websites for specific details at
www.buttstubes.com, www.
rivertrail.com and www.riverriders.com.

Other Outdoor Activities

is worth the trip across the
ocean” and a trip across the
Potomac River bridge. It’s
possible within a short distance to have the students
walk portions of the trail in
two states.
For details visit www.appalachiantrial.org.

Chesapeak and Ohio Canal
National Park
The Chesapeake and
Ohio Canal National Park is
located just across the river
from Harpers Ferry and is
accessible from Harpers
Ferry National Historical
Park via the walk bridge.
The canal offers flat hiking,
and several opportunities to
see canal locks close up.
Check their website at www.nps.
gov/choh.

Other school programs
of interest might include
hiking activities on the
nearby Appalachian Trail
(Harpers Ferry is the trail’s
Shenandoah and Potomac midpoint) and C&O CaRivers
nal, bird watching (HarpIn the spring, summer ers Ferry is a highly rated
and fall, the Jefferson sight), walking tour of
County area outfitters of- Charles Town (the county
seat), or a visit to the Jefferson County Museum in Charles Town Walking Tour
Charles Town.
Charles Town’s walking
The Appalachian Trail in tour will introduce the stuWest Virginia includes the dents to such sights as the
spot where Thomas Jeffersee JEFFERSON page 63
son announced “the view

Yokum’s Vacationland in Seneca Rocks, WV
Campground open year round with motel, restaurant,
hook-up, satellite TV, log cabins, hot tubs, general store,
laundromat, showers and indoor pool.
Call 800-772-8342 or visit www.yokum.com
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Naturally
continued from page 61

creek bottom. Perhaps Native Americans built the low, tumbled, mossy
series of stacked stones half-way up
this steep slope. Did they make a
terraced garden? Or are these foundations for buildings? Surely they
would have grown corn on that fertile flat across the creek. And surely
they were startled, as I am, by the
raucous cry of the Kingfisher as he
swoops low over the water, a feathered fighter jet dipping and rising as
he rounds the bend that cradles the
cool, deep fishing hole beneath the
laurels.
How did they fish, I wonder, for
the sleek trout visible from the rain-

Jefferson
continued from page 62

courthouse where John Brown was
tried, the sight of the execution of
John Brown, the cemetery where
more Washington family descendents are buried than anywhere, the
old church where John Wilkes Booth
performed, Charles Washington’s
law office (he was the town founder
and George Washington’s youngest
brother) and other sights.
The museum offers scavenger
www.seenmagazine.us

washed
path, with
its tangle
of hemlock roots,
above the
creek? Was
the springtime Red
Tr i l l i u m
even then
pushing
through
the cracks
in these
rocks? Was
the same
Jack-inthe-Pulpit
nodding
to the creek below, preaching in his
woodly whisper to the spring beauties, the spring peepers? I wonder if
early dwellers found bobcat scat on
the path, as I did last week. I ponder
nocturnal activity witnessed only
by the moon, the sounds and movements filtered and deemed harmless by the wise old monster buck,
and ignored by the ponderous black
bear that wanders through every
few months. I haven’t seen him, but
the mud along the banks holds his
prints.
My mind drifts to noisy summer
picnics, with my grown children and
grandchildren sitting in the creek
with beach chairs or inner tubes,
going for tractor rides, playing volleyball in the meadow, tossing horse-

shoes with amusing concentration,
checking for bees before entering
the outhouse with its new-moon
window. One summer morning my
son plucked a trout from the shallow
rapids with his bare hands. You see,
miracles happen here; bodies and
souls are refreshed and renewed. Sitting around a campfire singing to the
brightest moon and stars imaginable,
my loved ones are safe and innocent
here, far away from city lights. They
all become children again, following fireflies and sparks upward with
dreamy eyes.
But today I am alone with Mother Nature’s daughter, my sister, the
creek. Behind me, laurels and pines
cling bravely to rugged outcroppings
of vertical rock. I am perched on the
banks of Time itself, a woman with
memories flowing downstream and
promise coming toward me around
the bend. As Little Reed matures and
tumbles on out of my sight, my heart
goes with her. I wish to match her
strength, her vitality, her dignified
and joyful surrender to the journey.

hunts as the students search for
specific items in the museum. Be
sure to tell your group to look for
the original letter from George
Washington written in 1799 just
prior to his death.
The museum’s website is www.jeffctywv
museum.org.

For more information call 888 785 2781
or visit www.visittheblueridgemountains.
com.

This article was previously published in “The Big Blue” magazine.
Ellen Richardson enjoys family, reading,
writing, nature study, and antiques. She
holds a B.S. in English from Taylor University, and a Master’s Degree in Liberal
Studies (Humanities) from Hollins University, Roanoke, Virginia. Richardson and
her husband Tom own Richardson General
Contractors in Hillsville, Virginia. They
share a love for building and design, and
share six grown children and three grandchildren. Visit their website a www.richardsongeneralcontractors.com.

School Trip Info
For help in putting together
any of your school trips to Jefferson County West Virginia, call the
office at 304-535-2627.
SouthEast Education Network  SPRING 2008
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Philadelphia and Valley Forge, PA

Area Alive With Cultural Programs Highlighting Nation

P

ence what it was really
like to be a soldier in the
Continental Army. They
march to the Muhlenberg Brigade where the
utensils, clothing and
supplies used by Washington’s troops are demonstrated by costumed
interpreters. Children
investigate the soldiers’
huts and ride the bus
with rangers to Washington’s Headquarters, the
nerve center of the Valley Forge encampment
of 1777-78.
Students experience
the early 19th and 20th
centuries through tours
at Eastern State Penitentiary in Philadelphia
and the Battleship New
Jersey in Camden, N.J.
At Eastern State, they’ll
learn of daily life, prison
protests, uprisings and
escapes made by former
prisoners between 1829
and
1970.
Children
explore the
weapons systems, berthing areas, and
command
c e n t e r s
aboard the
Independence Hall
Battleship
Ross and a host of other Co- New Jersey, which was
lonial characters. Exciting commissioned in 1942
daytime and nighttime inter- and is currently docked
active learning experiences at the Camden waterare also available through front.There children can
programs by Once Upon a even fly into combat on
Nation, Lights of Liberty and a simulated Seahawk
prop plane launched
at nearby Franklin Square.
At Valley Forge National from the battleship, just
Historical Park, just 30 min- as it would have been in
utes away, students experi- World War II.
hiladelphia
and
nearby Valley Forge,
Pa., allow history to
come to life for students.
The region includes the
birthplace of our nation and
the hallowed ground where
Gen. George Washington
forged the fighting force
that secured our country’s
independence. Philadelphia
and the Valley Forge area
offer an array of cultural
programs that highlight our
nation’s many eras.
In Philadelphia, students
can be a part of colonial history at Independence National Historical Park, America’s most historic square
mile. In addition to visiting
the Liberty Bell, Independence Hall and the National
Constitution Center, they
can come face-to-face with
and listen to exciting stories
from George Washington,
Benjamin Franklin, Betsy
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The African American
Museum in Philadelphia
preserves centuries of African American culture. A
highlight of the museum
includes lessons on the
origins and purpose of
traditional African dance
and the opportunity for
children to learn some of
the moves.
The first civilizations
on Earth await discovery at the University of
Pennsylvania Museum
of Archaeology and Anthropology in Philadelphia. The museum highlights both ancient and
new world history with
a 12-ton sphinx, Egyptian
mummies and artifacts
from Alaska and the Great
Northwest.
At the intimate Elmwood Park Zoo, in the
Valley Forge area, students visit North America’s largest open-air bald
eagle exhibit and learn
about wildlife conservation locally and globally.They tour John James
Audubon Center at Mill
Grove, the first U.S. home
of this French-born naturalist and artist, and experience hands-on learning
about bird feathers, wingspans, adaptations and
behaviors.

The Valley Forge area features several art museums,
as well as the 27-acre sculpture park at Abington Art
Center. There students explore the process of sculpture by walking amid the
more
than 16 exhibits

integrated
into the
landscape where they also
create sculptures while lessons on conservation, recycling and environmental impact are shared.
For more information about
experiential student tours in
Philadelphia, contact Ryan
O’Connor at 215.636.3312. In
Valley Forge, contact Tom Haberland at 610.834.7980.
www.seenmagazine.us
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Just 30 minutes outside of Philadelphia
and easily accessible, Valley Forge has
real “class appeal.” It offers affordable,
student-friendly hotels, restaurants, museums,
nature trails, factory tours and many of the
most historic places in America.
Call today and make Valley Forge
your student group headquarters.
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Museum

mur, to impressive bone illustrations, to a puzzle that challenges visitors to connect the anklecontinued from page 27
bone to the shinbone, Bone Up
On Bones offers a unique blend
Awards
Since the 1930’s, the museum has of education and art.
The 2,000 sq. ft. exhibit uses
been a leader in protecting our natuover
a dozen hands-on exhibit
ral heritage while establishing a discomponents,
computer stations,
tinguished national and internationfi
ber
optic
displays,
and videos
al reputation. The museum has been
to
offer
a
comprehensive
look
recognized as “Mississippi’s Travel Atat
bone
structure
and
health.
In
traction of the Year”(Mississippi Tourthe
exhibit,
visitors
will
be
able
to:
ism Association), “Attraction of the
•
Learn
how
joints
act
as
shock
Year” (Jackson Convention & Visitors
absorbers by manipulating prosBureau), “Best Museum” (readers of
thetic joints
the Jackson Free Press), “Best Museum”
• Watch X-rays
(readers of Mississippi
of bones in
Magazine), and “Family
motion and
Favorite — Best Museget an inside
um for Kids” (readers
look at the huof Jackson’s Parents &
man body in
Kids Magazine).
action
• Assess their
Special Exhibits
risk for osteoIn 2008, the muporosis and
seum will host two
print out their
special exhibits you
own “action
won’t want to miss.
plan”
Bone Up On Bones
• Assemble
a
exhibit (January 19 skeleton puzMay 11, 2008): Want
zle
to keep moving? Ev• View a video of an actual hip reery move you make depends on the
placement surgery
206-odd bones in your body, yet you
Visitors will also learn interesthardly notice them until something
goes wrong. Bone Up On Bones, an ing facts about bones, including the
interactive science exhibit takes an bones’ ability to rebuild (it is estimatinside look at the human skeletal ed that the human skeleton is comsystem, the connection between pletely replaced every two years).
Osteoporosis is a serious medical
bone health and overall well-being,
and how to keep bones healthy and condition that currently affects over
strong throughout one’s lifetime. 40 million Americans. The exhibit
From an eight-foot sculpture of a fe- explains that it is never too early or
too late to start
tending to one’s
bones. The muUNITED STATES NAVAL ACADEMY
seum’s goal is to
help young visitors understand
at an early age
how to maintain
healthy bones,
and help older
visitors
learn
how to minimize
their risk of osteoporosis. Bone
Up On Bones
was created and
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is toured by the Oregon Museum of
Science and Industry. The exhibit is
sponsored locally in part by BlueCross BlueShield of Mississippi.
“Dinosaurs!” exhibit: (May 24,
2008 – January 4, 2009):This robotic
dinosaur exhibit will fascinate children and adults of all ages. According to Kokoro, the company that
created the robotic dinosaurs, “each
creature is individually computerprogrammed and handcrafted. As
pliable as living tissue, the outer skin
is finished with the model in motion,
to achieve and maintain uncanny
resiliency. And Kokoro models embody every bit as much science as
they do technology: distinguished
paleontologists are consulted every
step of the way on all aspects of the
creatures’ attributes and functioning. Kokoro dinosaurs don’t just
look like dinosaurs, they behave like
dinosaurs. Motion is amazingly fluid
and lifelike and beautifully complex.
Walking, feeding, roaring, fighting,
hatching and caring for their young
— Kokoro models act and interact
with captivating realism.” From a Protoceratops with hatchlings to a Tyrannosaurus rex, see how they turn
the clock back millions of years.

The Dragonfly Shoppe
Tucked just inside the lobby of the
museum is the Dragonfly Shoppe.
This shop is a special place to purchase nature-related gifts. Featuring
items from books to butterfly houses, our unique store offers something
for everyone.
The museum is open daily and
group rates are available. Events and
exhibits subject to change.
Call 601-354-7303 or visit www.msnaturalscience.org for information.
www.seenmagazine.us
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CAMPUS SECURITY

Using Warning Signs to Reduce School Shootings

T

he word “Columbine” is no
longer just the name of a high
school in Littleton, Colorado.
Since April 1999, when 13 people —
12 students and a teacher — were
shot down there in cold blood by
two schoolmates, the term has come
to be associated generally with the
worst sorts of mass murder, as in
“pulling a Columbine.” Unfortunately,
from 1996 to the present, a number
of angry youngsters have pulled a
Columbine, by shooting to death
fellow students or teachers at such
previously peaceful and obscure
places as Moses Lake, Washington,
Bethel, Alaska, Pearl, Mississippi,
West Paducah, Kentucky, Jonesboro,
Arkansas, Edinboro, Pennsylvania,
Springfield, Oregon, Red Lake,
Minnesota, Cazenovia, Wisconsin,
and Blacksburg, Virginia.
School shootings are nothing
new, but the body counts involved
in school violence have changed
radically since the mid-1990s. Prior
to this period, a school shooting
was much more likely to take the
life of a single victim — one classmate against another or one student
against an administrator or a teacher.
More recently, the total number of
school shootings annually has remained constant or even declined,
but the number of victims per incident has risen.
During the period 1993-95, America’s schools experienced 59 homicide incidents involving the deaths
of 62 victims — slightly more than
one victim per incident. In sharp
contrast, during the period 199799, there were only 38 incidents of
school homicide in which 60 victims were killed. Multiple shootings
seemed to capture the attention of
alienated and marginalized students
across the country who had been
ridiculed or ignored by their peers
and were desperate to gain some
sort of recognition and a measure
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of revenge. At West Paducah, for example, three students were slain and
five wounded; at Jonesboro, four students and one teacher were killed,
10 others injured. At Red Lake, five
students, one teacher and a security
guard were gunned down.At Blacksburg, 32 students and faculty were
shot to death.
When one student or teacher is
murdered, it is a terrible loss but the
publicity remains at the local level.
When 32 innocent lives are lost, it
becomes a major national story that
makes the network newscasts, USA
Today, cable television programs and
all the national news magazines.The
publicity given to the killer and his
misdeeds can easily inspire other
alienated and angry youngsters, even
if they live thousands of miles from
the original crime scene. Only a few
go on to kill someone — let alone
more than one, but many more are
encouraged to pull a fire alarm or
make a phone call claiming falsely to
have placed a bomb in a classroom.
Following the Columbine massacre, schools around the country
were forced to deal with hoaxes
perpetrated by students who were
looking to scare their classmates
and teachers.
Until September 2001, the school
shootings continued in full force.
For a couple of years after 9/11,
however, when we turned our attention away from school massacres
and toward the war on terrorism,
there were only two incidents of homicide in America’s schools, each of
which was a single-victim episode.
Reducing the national publicity given to school shootings robbed the
copy cat phenomenon of its vast influence. Alienated youngsters could
no longer depend on a shooting —
even a multiple shooting — to attract the attention they craved.
In the aftermath of each and every school massacre, parents, teachers, administrators, and psychologists have searched high and low
for the warning signs, the red flags

that might have prevented a tragedy. Clearly, many school shooters
share certain characteristics. They
tend to be chronically depressed
and frustrated, blame everyone but
themselves for their personal problems, are socially isolated, and have
access to and training in the use of
firearms. Many of the shooters wore
black trench coats, listened to Marilyn Manson music, hated school,
played violent video games such as
Doom, were fans of the movie National Born Killers, had abused animals, were rejected by a girlfriend,
or were ridiculed or bullied by the
popular students.
The problem in applying such
warning signs is the problem of false
positives.There are many youngsters
who have all the symptoms but they
never get the disease. Hundreds of
thousands of teenaged boys play
violent video games and listen to alternative music, millions more hate
school and have abused an animal
— but they would never kill anyone. Should we stigmatize countless
numbers of young people for the
possible sins of a few?
Because of the problem of false
positives, it is impossible to predict
who will turn out to commit a massacre based on any list of warning
signs. In hindsight, everybody becomes a psychologist and recognizes every bizarre and weird characteristic exhibited by the killer. Beforehand, however, the same warning signs are almost always ignored.
Moreover, applying such warning
signs in an aggressive manner might
even contribute to the killer’s motivation for committing violence.
Typically, such youngsters already
feel paranoid. Their classmates shun
them; the popular students ridicule
them. They aren’t getting along at
home. Now, even the teachers and
principal view them suspiciously.
Everybody is against them!
The most direct warning signs consist of the threatening words vocal▼

By Jack Levin
Northeastern University
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ized by a potential shooter.
A number of school killers had told their friends
in advance about their
plans to shoot classmates,
but their threats were ignored. In many middle
and high schools around
the country, the students
have developed a culture
of silence that prevents
anyone from turning in
or reporting a threatening
peer. In inner-city neighborhoods, fear of physical
retaliation has apparently
caused many who witness
violent criminal activities
to ignore their responsibility to cooperate with police in identifying killers
and potential killers. But
in middle-class suburbs,
students who overhear a
threat in the hallway fear
the social consequences.
Snitching is not viewed as
being cool, and students
do not want to be rejected by their peers. Youngsters who prefer not to
be labeled as a snitch or
a rat will talk themselves
into believing that someone else is bound to inform so why should they
get involved? The establishment of a tip hotline
makes sense, but only if
informing on schoolmates
is positively sanctioned in
the student culture.
Across the country,
school shootings committed by disgruntled students have been stopped
in their tracks thanks in
part to the greater willingness of youngsters to put
aside their social anxieties and inform a parent, a
teacher or a resource officer. In many communities,
effective school programs
have reduced the culture
of silence to the point
where students cooperate with police to turn in
threatening schoolmates
www.seenmagazine.us

before they carry out their
murderous intentions. Yet
even threatening behavior
suffers from the false positive problem. Most students
who threaten to shoot their
classmates never open fire.
Their purpose in issuing a
threat is to scare their peers
— to appear to be a dangerous and powerful individual
who cannot be ignored.
The threat is often an end in
itself.
If you wait until a student has murderous intentions, there is really little
if anything you can do to
stop him. Recognizing that
he was a potential threat to
the students, one instructor at Virginia Tech tried
to get Cho Seung-Hui into
therapy, but he refused to
go. From Cho’s viewpoint,
why should he get counseling when he is the only
sane student on campus?
The killer reasoned: Let my
instructor get therapy; give
it to my classmates.They are
all crazy, not me!
If someone had intervened much earlier — say,
in the eighth grade, however,
the killer might have been
willing to take the help that
he needed. Yet, until Cho
looked threatening, he was
pretty much ignored.
We should be using warning signs to identify troubled students long before
they have become troublesome — not to punish them,
but to give them a helping
hand. What will definitely
occur time and again are episodes of school violence in
which one youngster who
has been teased, bullied, or
humiliated kills another for
revenge. Not revenge necessarily aimed at the student
whose life he has taken, but
at students in general. It is
almost never a single event
see WARNING SIGNS page 72
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Improving Campus Security and Safety
By Scott Frigaard
General Manager
LenSec

S

potsylvania County Schools
had no video surveillance
systems in any of its schools.
Spotsylvania is one of Virginia’s
fastest-growing counties, largely
because of its location along
Interstate 95, midway between
Washington DC and Richmond and
the school board knew it needed to
take a proactive stance to protect
the 23,000 students entrusted to its
care. Spotsylvania County Schools
was faced with the challenge of
improving safety and security.
LenSec was selected by Spotsylvania County Schools and Spotsylvania
County Government to provide a
single platform from which all Spotsylvania County agencies could manage their safety and security efforts.
LenSec installed IP-based surveillance systems in all the Spotsylvania County School facilities and the
County Judicial Center for a total of
31 sites.
LenSec was identified as having
a superior surveillance solution
because its
software
enables the
County to
manage the
security of
all facilities
from a single
web page
and allows
the Schools,
Sheriff’s office
and Emergency
Response teams
to
collaborate
from a singe platform in response to
an incident.
By working with state and local
agencies across the country for the
last eight years, LenSec’s surveillance
software was developed to be intui-
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tive and extremely easy to use. From
a single web page and a single logon, any authorized user can access
the live and recorded images for any
camera within two mouse clicks
from logging on to the system. The
user only needs to log on once to
the solution to access all sites and
features and does not need to log in
to each individual site or server.
Another key reason why LenSec
was selected was due to their vast
expertise in public school installations. Spotsylvania County Schools
knew it needed a
partner who was
as
familiar with thee
special needs off
schools, could
install with no
disruption to
daily activities,
and could ensure the safety
and security
of the students
and
staff.
By installing the
he LenSec solution,
Spotsylvania County
ounty Schools was
able to give the Sheriff’s department
immediate, real-time access to the cameras.
From the wireless
mobile data terminals
installed in the patrol
cars, the sheriff’s deputies can view real-time
video of any camera
at any time in any
school from
any location
in the county.
Emergency
agencies
are
also able to instantly view the
cameras in response
to incidents from
wherever their command and control centers
are located using any computer.
LenSec has installed in over 1,400

schools across the country in 26
states and brought that experience
to this project. The Superintendent
for Spotsylvania County Schools
was repeatedly
repeatedl told by
the
school
t
principals
how
p
impressed
im
they
were
th
with
w the professionalism
fes
and unobtrusive presence
of
LenSec’s
installation
teams.
team
LenSec’s
inLen
stallation teams were given the class
change schedule and ensured that
no equipment, personnel, or ladders
were in the halls during class changes. LenSec adhered to all school security protocols and checked in and
out of the school office every day.
Spotsylvania County did not need
to add a single person to its staff to
support the LenSec solution. LenSec
provided the entire solution from
conducting the site audits to identifying camera locations, to providing
the equipment and software, to installing every component to providing onsite service for all equipment
for three years. LenSec is the single
point of contact for its customers
and is the expert on the components that make up its solution.
For more information contact LenSec at
800-348-4234 or visit www.lensec.com.
www.seenmagazine.us

Stop an incident before it escalates. Get faster crisis response capability
with police-approved LenSec IP video surveillance systems.
When a time-critical incident occurs, you need to let police and other emergency responders on the outside know
the events taking place inside your schools. LenSec’s IP video surveillance systems provide emergency personnel
remote access to your camera system and the ability to view incidents occurring inside in real-time, enabling
them to pinpoint urgent situations and determine the quickest entry points. All that is required is a computer with
an internet connection. As the leading provider of IP video surveillance systems, LenSec can design a custom
surveillance solution that matches your speciﬁc criteria, is easy to use, and requires no special software. Best of
all, we can integrate our technology with your existing system and devices.

Call us today and let us know how we can help your schools become more safe
and secure at 1.800.348.4234 or email sales@lensec.com. Visit our website at
www.lensec.com.
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Warning Signs

teachers, parents, and school administrators. Let us see bullying for what
it is: not a normal part of growing
up, but a potentially devastating series of events for any youngster who
is different for a variety of reasons,
including being overweight, coming
from a different race, having an accent, or suffering a physical or mental disability.
Intervention by an adult is the
key. Rather than turning their backs
on occurrences of bullying in the
hallway, lunchroom, or playground,
teachers, counselors, and school
psychologists should
intervene. The easy response is to do nothing;
the effective reaction is
to become sensitive to
what happens between
students outside the
classroom and to put
a stop to anyone who
is harassing another
person with words or
fists. Many schools have
adopted anti-bullying
programs in which stu-

continued from page 69

that inspires an act of extreme violence. Instead, the young killer has
typically spent months, if not years,
being harassed or humiliated. He
may reach the point where even
an innocuous gesture from an innocent classmate is misunderstood as a
threatening response.
There is an important lesson here
— bullying in the schools should
be totally unacceptable to students,

dents are taught to empathize with
the victims of bullying rather than
contribute to their victimization
Finally, it should be noted that the
false positive issue is problematic
only if it serves as a basis for stigmatizing and punishing children. If
instead we reach out to youngsters
to help them, in order to give them
an improved sense of self esteem
and confidence, the false positive
problem is minimized. At worst, we
might give a few children our assistance when it is not needed. And in
the process, we would improve the
quality of life for all of our children.
We might even prevent another
school massacre.
Jack Levin, Ph.D. is the Irving and Betty
Brudnick Professor of Sociology and
Criminology at Northeastern University in
Boston. He has authored or co-authored
28 books on various social problems including multiple homicide. His latest
book, published in February 2008, is entitled “Serial Killers and Sadistic Murderers
— Up Close and Personal” (Prometheus
Books).
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Blueprint for Campus Public Safety
In Wake of Virginia Tech Tragedy
By Raymond H. Thrower, Jr.
2007-2008 President
International Association of Campus Law
Enforcement Administrators, Inc. (IACLEA)

T

he tragic mass shootings that
left 33 dead and 17 injured
on the campus of Virginia
Tech University on April 16, 2007,
focused national attention on
campus public safety. Governors
in a number of states convened
top-level task forces to examine
campus public safety with an
eye
toward
recommending
improvements to prevent such
tragedies in the future. President
Bush sent three top Cabinet
members on the road to gather
feedback from campus safety
constituents, resulting in a report
from the White House with campus

www.seenmagazine.us

safety recommendations.
Two U.S. Congressional committees held public hearings on campus
public safety in the weeks following
the Virginia Tech tragedy. IACLEA’s
2006-2007 President, Steven J. Healy,
testified at hearings before the U.S.
Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs and
the U.S. House Committee on Education and Labor.
Upon becoming President of the
International Association of Campus
Law Enforcement Administrators
(IACLEA) on July 1, 2007, one of my
first acts was to convene a Special
Review Task Force to examine the
recommendations emanating from
the various governmental and nongovernmental task force reports on
campus public safety. The task force
was charged with making recom-

mendations to the IACLEA Board of
Directors for a coordinated IACLEA
response to these reports, including
what campus public safety leaders
in our Association see as a blueprint
for the future of campus public safety.
This work is ongoing and the
task force is expected to produce a
report for the IACLEA Board to review and adopt at its March 2008
meeting. However, while the final
report has not yet been developed,
there are some areas of consensus
that are emerging from the various
campus safety reviews. These areas
of consensus could help campuses
everywhere to be more prepared
for future emergencies and thus
I would like to summarize these
recommendations.
see BLUEPRINT page 75
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Using Communication as a Cornerstone for Success
By Jason Bedford
National Sales Director

A

s I sit in the
airport with the
low battery signal
beeping on my cell phone,
I am overwhelmed with a
sense of frustration and
despair. The technology
that connects me to my
family, my work and my
friends is about to be
lost for the remainder of
the evening. This is not
the first time that this
has happened to me, but
I am distraught enough
to ponder, “Is this feeling
normal?”
In conversation with coworkers, peers and even

my daughter’s
friends’ parents,
I have brought
up the topic. It
turns out that
my uneasiness
with
being
unplugged
is
shared by many
others,
and
throughout my
conversations I
have discovered
that
mobile
technology has
become the medium by which
the majority of
us connect.
This ability
and need to stay
connected has
direct applications in our
schools. There is tremendous value in connecting
parents, student and educators. There is a similar
sentiment of frustration
and despair (as in my airport experience) when
information is not relayed
to, or received by, parents.
There are challenges that
must be overcome for educators to be more effective. How to keep up with
the new communication
mediums and devices
(cell phones, text messaging, e-mail), how to communicate with the nonEnglish speaking in their
native languages, how to
keep reports on how often and what content is
being sent home are just a
few of these challenges.
The technology that provides educators with the
ability to rapidly communicate important information
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has been adopted by more
than 20 percent of all private
schools and public school districts in the southeast. Trends
demonstrate that by the
2008–2009 school year, half
of all K-12 schools will have
implemented the technology to be able to efficiently
communicate important or
time-sensitive information to
parents and the educational
community.
There are tools and services available to help educators in these changing
times where we are ever-dependant on technology and
information to succeed. It is
time to leverage technology
and continue to build our
educational communities
with communication as a
cornerstone for success.

For more information contact
Saf-T-Net Alert Now at 800-2137168 or visit www.alertnow.
com.
www.seenmagazine.us
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Blueprint
continued from page 73

The most prominent government
task force was convened by Virginia
Gov. Timothy Kaine. The Virginia
Governor’s Virginia Tech Review
Panel released its report and recommendations in August of 2007. The
IACLEA Task Force carefully examined the Virginia Tech Review Panel’s
report and recommendations, along
with reports released by campus
safety task forces in several other
states and the National Association
of Attorneys General.
Nearly all of the various campus
public safety reviews emphasize the
need for colleges and universities to
adopt an emergency preparedness
plan and to review and update that
plan on a regular basis. It is also widely agreed that colleges and universities should conduct joint exercises
with their local emergency response
counterparts to test the validity of
their emergency preparedness plan.
A major component of emergency

www.seenmagazine.us

planning is the need for colleges
and universities to have mutual aid
agreements in place with their local
law enforcement and other emergency response partners for all areas
of crisis response. IACLEA has developed model mutual aid agreements
and memoranda of understanding
between colleges and universities
and local governmental entities,
a project that was supported by a
grant from the U.S. Department of
Homeland Security (DHS). These
model agreements spell out what
type of aid will be provided during
an emergency as well as procedures
for mutual aid.
IACLEA also believes colleges
and universities should use the federal government’s National Incident
Management System (NIMS) to manage emergencies. Campuses should
have a decision making process and
structure in place to facilitate interaction between institutional leadership, resources, and local public
safety agencies during an emergency. With support from its DHS grant,
IACLEA offers a three-day, simula-

tion-based course in critical incident
management for command-level
campus and non-campus emergency responders. This course presents
the principles of the NIMS as well
as the federal Incident Command
System (ICS) and Unified Command
(UC) concepts in a realistic, scenario-based environment.
Disseminating accurate information to families, students and the
university community is critical
during an emergency. Another important recommendation to emerge
from campus safety reviews is for
universities and colleges to have a
plan to stand up a joint information
center with a public information
officer and adequate support staff
during a major incident on campus.
This plan should identify outside
resources that could be utilized as
part of a joint information center
as well as the means for obtaining
their assistance.
Many task force reports identified as a gap the lack of a systematic
see BLUEPRINT page 76
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Blueprint
continued from page 75
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der what time frame. The
federal Clery Act, a campus
crime reporting law, requires colleges and universities to issue a “timely warning” when certain categories
of crime occur on a campus
that pose an imminent danger. Institutions must have a
policy that describes their
timely warning practice and,
in that policy, they should
develop an individual definition of “timely” in relation to
available technology, available communication systems, and the nature of the
crisis.
IACLEA’s Special Review
Task Force believes that
campus public safety officers must receive adequate
and appropriate training for
dealing with “active shooter”
situations, those instances
where there is a shooter
on the campus who may or
may not be holding other individuals hostage. This training must include local public safety agencies, which
would likely be called in if
there were an actual emergency involving an active
shooter on a campus. Institutions should ensure that
their public safety function
has state of the art equipment for effective active
shooter response.
There was also much discussion in the wake of the
Virginia Tech mass shootings
about the ways in which
campus officials could share
information about students
with mental health problems who may pose a risk
without violating federal privacy laws regarding medical
records and confidential student records. IACLEA’s Task
Force supports a “safe harbor” provision in appropriate laws and where neces▼

approach to identifying
individuals on campus
who may pose a threat to
themselves or others. The
Virginia Governor’s review panel recommended
that Virginia Tech and other institutions should have
a threat assessment team
that consists of representatives from law enforcement, human resources,
student and academic affairs, legal counsel, and
mental health functions.
IACLEA is actively seeking
partnerships with the federal government and other stakeholders to study
the concept of a threat
assessment team as part
of an initiative to develop
a comprehensive campus
violent crime prevention
training program.
Communicating with
the university community during an emergency was a major focus of
many post-Virginia Tech
reviews. IACLEA believes
that campus emergency
communications systems
must have multiple means
of sharing information,
ranging from high-tech
systems to low-tech solutions that can provide redundant capacity in case
of technological failures
or systems crashes.
There was much public
discussion regarding the
length of time it took for
top Virginia Tech officials
to notify the campus community about the shootings. In studying the various campus public safety
reviews, IACLEA’s current
thinking on this subject
is that the nature of the
emergency should direct
what and how campus
authorities communicate
with the campus and un-
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sary to insulate a person or organization from liability or loss of funding
for making a disclosure with a good
faith belief that the disclosure was
necessary to protect the health, safety, or welfare of the person involved
or members of the general public.
The Virginia Governor’s Review
Panel report recommended colleges
and universities and their local law
emergency response counterparts
hold regional disaster drills annually.
These drills should include hospitals,
the regional hospital coordinating
center, all appropriate public safety
and state agencies, and the medical
examiner’s office.The IACLEA Task
Force believes that colleges and
universities should involve themselves in regional disaster drills on
at least an annual basis.
Finally, several of the campus
safety review panels recommended that college and universities
conduct a risk and threat analysis
and consider measures based on
this analysis to secure their campuses. IACLEA developed a threat

and risk assessment tool under its
DHS grant in cooperation with the
National Emergency Response and
Rescue Training Center (NERRTC),
Texas Engineering Extension Service (TEEX), at Texas A&M University. This tool is designed to identify
vulnerabilities and potential threat
elements that are capable of producing a Weapon of Mass Destruction
(WMD). The IACLEA Task Force believes the threat and risk assessment
tool needs to become more global
in its focus, which would require additional funding to make modifications to it.

As the premier organization for
campus public safety leaders, IACLEA is an essential player in the
national dialogue on ways to better
secure our colleges and universities.
With an estimated 15 million students, faculty, staff, and visitors on
our U.S. college and university campuses each year, our responsibilities
are daunting, but IACLEA is ready to
work with stakeholders to secure
our institutions of higher learning.
For more information about the programs
and resources mentioned in this article,
visit www.iaclea.org.
Raymond H. Thrower, Jr., is the 20072008 IACLEA President and the Director
of Safety and Security at Gustavus Adolphus College in St. Peter, MN. IACLEA a
not-for-profit professional association
with 1,150 institutional members representing colleges and universities in
the U.S. and worldwide, as well as more
than 2,000 individual members. IACLEA’s
core purpose is to represent and advance
campus public safety.
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NECC 2008

June 29–July 2

Explore the ways technology
improves schools and kick-starts
student achievement.
Exchange ideas and collaborate
with your peers from around the globe
at ISTE’s most hands-on and interactive
face-to-face event ever!
NECC features more than 750 informal
and interactive learning activities, 450
sessions, 180 workshops, 500 exhibitors.

Register
& Reserve Housing Now!
www.iste.org/necc
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New Tools for 21st Century Education

Examples From the National Science Digital Library
By Susan Van Gundy
Director of Education and Strategic
Partnerships
National Science Digital Library

(This article is part one of a series. Subsequent installments will showcase additional teaching and learning tools being
offered through the NSDL network of digital
libraries.)

I

t was not so long ago that the
titles held within a school’s
library defined a boundary on

students’ abilities to explore topics
of interest, or assignment, beyond
the sources provided by their
teachers. Industrious learners might
have expanded their searches to the
public library or the stacks of local
institutions of higher education,
yet still operated within the limits
imposed by hardbound paper, hours
of operation and the realities of
geography. Likewise, teachers have
traditionally relied upon the contents
of these same brick and mortar
buildings to help them refresh their

content knowledge, generate ideas
for new instructional approaches
and stay current with the cutting
edges of their field.
And then the library went digital.
Now we find ourselves trying to
manage the excesses of information
available to us — and thrust upon
us — wherever we are, 24 hours a
day. The world is literally accessible
through our fingertips, yet this has
not eliminated our need for the library. While technology has geometsee TEACHING page 94

Discover, Explore, and
Have Fun with Careers!
Help students

EZ Occupational Outlook Handbook from JIST Publishing has
turned the career classic into a quick and easy guide that makes
career exploration fun! This resource includes snappy one-page job
descriptions that reveal the nuts and bolts of nearly 270 jobs.
“The same high-quality information as in the OOH...
but easier, faster, and more appealing.”
—Al Buchanan, Librarian
Hampton High School, Hampton, Virginia
Look for EZ Occupational Outlook Handbook and other JIST
titles in your local bookstore, call 800.648.5478, or check us out at
jist.com for more information!

800.648.5478 | JIST.COM

www.seenmagazine.us
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Itchy’s Alphabet© Program
Itchy’s Alphabet is a primary
phonics program designed to
teach children alphabet skills,
speci¿cally focusing on letter
sounds and lower case letter
formations.
;Systematic ;Multi-Sensory
;Research Based ;FUN

ABB Creations Ltd.

877-368-7890
www.itchysalphabet.com

unique key word picture
cues in the shape of the
lower case letters

RL Bryan printing
(printer placed)
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Mastering the Alphabetic Principle

Building the Foundation for Reading and Spelling
By Brenda Larson

“I know my
letter sounds!”
We want all our children to be
able to say this by the end of kindergarten, yet so many of our at-risk
students struggle to learn these
all important foundation skills for
reading and spelling. Why they have
these difficulties could be the topic
of another article, although it has
been my experience in working
with at-risk students throughout my
career that so many of these children often have short and/or long
term memory problems.
Here, we want to focus on how
we can best support our at-risk chil-

www.seenmagazine.us

dren to ensure they do learn and
retain letter sounds. Here are some
‘best practice’ ideas to maximize
learning and minimize confusion for
students.
We are often told, when working with behaviorally challenged
children, to ‘choose our battles.’
Sometimes, we have to ignore
some behaviors in order to focus
on the ones that we most need to
eliminate. I believe that we need to
‘choose our battles’ when dealing
with academic problems as well. We
need to focus on the skills children
most need in order to learn to read.
For that reason, I choose to emphasize lower case letters and letter
sounds .Those are the two key skills
children need for reading.This idea
can ‘fly in the face of tradition.’ We

typically teach children their letter
names at home (the ABC song) and
often the upper case letters are the
ones children are shown first (many
alphabet books introduce only the
upper case letters). However, introducing children to upper case
letters and letter names initially can
cause them considerable confusion.

Letter Names
If we teach children letter names
and letter sounds, we are expecting them to learn, remember and
differentiate between 52 different
sounds. Often our at-risk children
will have difficulty remembering
26 sounds! Also, many of the letter
names confuse the children. Children who have learned letter names
SEE

BUILDING PAGE 92
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Dry Erase Activity Board

KwikChek II
™

• Proven in the classroom
• Fun and interactive
• EZ Pen/Eraser storage in handle

Fun, Low-Tech Interactive
Teaching Tool for Teachers
In three years, Waterford
High School’s scores on the
Academic Performance Inaterford High dex rose to 10.Though mulSchool
in tiple factors influenced the
C a l i f o r n i a terrific increase in scores,
received a pair of No. 1 use of hand-held whiterankings on a scale of b o a r d s
one to 10 when the state u n released its Academic d o u b t Performance
Index edly conrankings in 2003. Rather tributed.
than pointing out why D u r i n g
intheir students might not an
be doing as well as those ter view
from more affluent areas, w i t h
the faculty decided to Modesto Julia Rhodes
experiment with teaching Bee reaids and methodologies porter Eve Hightower, stuto improve students’ test dents attested to the effectiveness of the whiteboards.
scores.
One solution involved “It keeps us more awake in
implementing a school- class knowing we have to
wide low-tech teaching answer questions,” said seaid. Hand-held white- nior Leti Dominguez. The
boards were put to use in technique helped Krista
every classroom for teach- Montgomery who had difers to assess students’ un- ficulty with algebra.“I knew
derstanding immediately. I was struggling, but I’m not
For instance, after intro- the type to ask for help,” she
ducing the process for said. “This way, teachers imadding polynomials, an al- mediately know when I’m
gebra teacher would have having trouble.”
Across the country, teachstudents solve practice
problems on their white- ers are discovering the powboards and hold them up er of hand-held whiteboards.
for a quick accuracy check. “I’ve never been able to asEmploying a common edu- sess my students so quickly,”
cational standard for mas- reports Elissa Racioppo, a
tery, the teacher moved on fourth grade teacher in Elif at least 80 percent of the mont, New York. “And I’ve
class gave correct answers even seen a rise in their test
to several problems. With scores.”
this method, teachers
were able to note which Across the Curriculum
Hand-held whiteboards
students were struggling
offer
a variety of instrucwith a concept and plan
tional
possibilities in develappropriate assistance. If
oping
curriculum and imfewer than 80 percent of
plementing
it across grade
the students gave correct
levels.
Primary
teachers at
answers, the teacher retaught the lesson.
By Julia Rhodes
CEO KleenSlate Concepts

W
• Two-sided (lined/
blank)
• Improve test scores
• Green- saves paper
• Non-toxic low-odor
markers with
erasers

▼

866-313-7273
www.kleenslate.com
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‘My students cheer when I tell them it is paddle time. I don’t
think they realize they are learning when they use them.’
Whited Elementary School in Santa
Rosa, California have been using use
the KleenSlate paddle style boards,
called “KwikChek”.We use our whiteboards on a daily basis,” says teacher,
Molly Sweet. Her students practice
letter formation and she is able to
quickly see if each student’s letters
are facing in the correct direction.
Other elementary teachers reported
that kids enjoy using whiteboards for
spelling practice and find it particularly fun to erase and make corrections.“My students cheer when I tell
them it is paddle time,” Ms Raciopppo
says. “I don’t think they realize they
are learning when they use them.”
The instructional possibilities
range from assessment to practice
and drill. Primary teachers report
using individual hand-held whiteboards in reading instruction for
making predictions, quick comprehension checks, reader responses,
and phonics lessons. Middle school

www.seenmagazine.us

instructors say they have integrated
whiteboard use into grammar and
vocabulary development. Foreign
language instructors use the boards
to practice verb conjugation, spelling and vocabulary.
Whiteboards improve literacy simply by having students write more
often. Ginger Snyder, a charter school
instructor in California, challenges
her fourth to eight grade students by
asking them to write sentences that
employ three structures: an –ly word,
one of the weekly vocabulary words,
and a who/which clause. When the
students hold up their boards displaying their sentences, she awards
points to the student who use the
most imagination in integrating
all three structures. The result is a
friendly competition and increasingly sophisticated sentences.
Class sets of hand-held whiteboards with multi-colored handles,
like the paddle version offered by

KleenSlate, allow teachers to easily group students. For instance, all
the kids with green handles can be
vowels in a phonics exercise while
those with blue handles can be consonants. Or a teacher can use colorcoding to identify students without
them knowing for grouping and to
better effect instruction. For example, she might give yellow paddles
to kids that need extra help and red
to students who need more challenging questions.

The Rules of Engagement
As long ago as 1987,Arthur Chickering and Zelda Gamson described
research supporting the need for
students to do more than sit and
listen in the classroom. Hand-held
whiteboards, which are interactive
and fun, keep students actively involved in learning. Not only do they
increase participation, they prevent
SEE TEACHING PAGE
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An Engineering Degree

The Pencil Shield™
Award Winning Safety Product

Equals Creative and Rewarding Career

Life-Saving Safety Features

D

The Pencil Shield™ has been designed
with a clip and breathing holes surrounding
the circumference. These features allow
airÀow in the case of accidental swallowing,
potentially saving lives.

Environmentally Friendly!
Pencils can now last up to 6 times longer,
saving over 80%, or about 60,000, of the
trees being cut worldwide annually to
produce pencils.

Safety Product
The Pencil Shield™ protects the point from
breaking and/or inÀicting serious injury.

Long Lasting!
Unique eraser replacement, enabling
you to use The Pencil Shield™ forever!

(877) 3NO-POINTS • (877) 366-7646

.EW #ROSS#HEX 3NAP /N (ARNESS
$OUBLES THE 5PPER 4ORSO 3UPPORT
ON  0OINT 3TUDENT 33AFETY 3EATS
©

#%7HITES PORTABLE NEW SNAP ON
#ROSS#HEX© HARNESS WORKS WITH
THE 3TUDENT 3AFETY 3EAT  POINT
LAPSHOULDER HARNESS TO DOUBLE
THE UPPER TORSO SUPPORT FOR PAS
SENGERS FROM  LB TO ADULT SIZE
-EETS ALL APPLICABLE &-633
STANDARDS
!NY  POINT 3TUDENT 3AFETY
3EAT INCLUDING SEATS WITH
#%7HITES RENOWNED
#HILD 2ESTRAINT CAN BE
ORDERED WITH #ROSS
#HEX© QUICK CLICK
CONNECTORS

id you know
that four out
of the top five
most lucrative degrees
are in engineering? That
engineering
degrees
make up nearly one-half
of the top 10 degrees in
demand? That the most
common degree for a top
CEO in business
is engineering? Or
that engineers work
in sports, music,
design,
dance,
medicine, energy,
the environment
and art?
It doesn’t take a
“rocket scientist” to
see that engineering
is one of the most
creative and rewarding careers available
to students today. Yet, it is
also one of the most underestimated and misunderstood. Many students
today hold the perception
that engineering is: nerdy,
boring and difficult, only
for people who excel in
math and science, and revolves around machines,
bridges or trains. These
perceptions are leading
to many bright, inquiring

students, who could find
engineering a rewarding career, never giving the profession a second thought.
While there is no debating the importance of a solid math and science education for engineering, there
are other factors — often
overlooked in regards to

engineering — to take into
consideration when helping students make career
decisions. For example, students’ interests, talents, and
goals should also play a key
role in their decision making. Studies have shown that
students are most often interested in careers that will
provide them enjoyment, a
good income and flexibility.
SEE

AN ENGINEERING PAGE 143
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Teaching Tool for Teachers
CONTINUED FROM PAGE

83

quiet students from getting lazy
when their more outspoken classmates shout out answers. Writing a
response gives each student the opportunity to show what they know.
One teacher says that her students
love being “heard” even if they aren’t
the specific student called upon.
Special education teachers report
that many kids need structure to be
successful. Marna, a tutor, discovered an engaging technique using
whiteboards with Evan, a young boy
who had trouble focusing. Evan’s father told Marna that each morning
he wrote Evan’s chores on a whiteboard: get dressed, clean teeth, make
bed, etc. Evan took the board with
him and erased each chore after he
completed it. Marna copied the approach during tutoring. She wrote
step-by-step directions for activities
on a whiteboard. Evan stayed on task
by completing each step and erasing
it as he went along. The whiteboard

The world is going widescreen.
16:9 is the shape of DVD media
and the Web. Now it’s the shape
of ﬂipIT® for LCDs and laptops.
ﬂipIT® presents the display
at a low proﬁle, so the
monitor doesn’t become
a visual barrier.

provided
essential structure and
helped this distractible learner stay engaged and on task.

Putting the Paddle
Back in the Classroom
Teachers describe
a myriad of uses for
hand-held
whiteboards, including
the following:
• Create studentgenerated quizzes in any subject by having each student
write a question on the front
and the answer on the back of
a double-sided board and pass it
to another student to test knowledge.
• Have each student write a three
or four digit number on their
board. Pick two students randomly to stand before the class
and instruct the rest of the class

to add, subtract, multiply or divide the two numbers.
• Have students write a vowel
on one side of the board and a
consonant on the other. Invite
a group of students to the front
of the room and have the rest of
the class determine what words
they can spell from the jumbled
letters.
• Use a two-sided board to
SEE

GO GREEN PAGE 86

ﬂipIT® for 19” monitors and
standard laptops are also available.
Either can be installed into our
line of computer desks and tables.
Go online today and explore the
possibilities. Request a quote
or a ﬂoor plan. Pick your
colors. We make each
classroom to order,
just for you.
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Go Green and Save
CONTINUED FROM PAGE

EDUCATIONAL DESKS, CHAIRS

AND

STOOLS

DESIGNED FOR CLASSROOM COMFORT AND FUNCTION.

60” Teacher Desk shown in Bronze Legacy Rectangular Shape Laminate and Medium Gold
Metallic framework. System features a mobile BBF pedestal and modesty panel.
Chair features a book basket and melamine seat and back-rest.

24”H desk with rectangular Grey
Melamine Top, Lt. Grey framework,
black Melamine seat and back-rest.

ADA-height rectangular shape
student desk with Wild Cherry
Laminate top, black framework.

Bronze Legacy Laminate Kidneyshaped 29”H student desk with
Charcoal framework.

323 Acorn Street, Plainwell, MI 49080 • (269) 685-6831 • 1-800-875-6836 • Fax: (269) 685-9195 • www.flexiblemontisa.com
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answer TRUE/FALSE
questions.
• Proclaim a SILENT
hour.The only communications allowed
will be written, i.e.
written on whiteboards.
• The whiteboard
makes a good HALL
PASS.
• Use the multi-colored
hand-held whiteboards during fire
drills or as a class
organizer during
field trips. (Blue, Red,
Yellow and Green
group)
• Use hand-held whiteboards for classroom
management.
Possibilities are only
limited by your imagination.

Going Green

Taking a step further
to ensure that

NO CHILD IS LEFT BEHIND!
A unique and innovative program
guaranteed to enhance students’
performance in math.
Our unique school program is a tool
for students AND teachers alike.
It is designed to:
- improve understanding
- allow regular practice
- develop self-con¿dence
- improve grades
Please
Please visit
visit www.mathsteps.com
www.mathsteps.com to
to ¿
¿nd
nd out
out
how
how you
you and
and your
your students
students can
can quickly
quickly bene¿
bene¿tt
by
by using
using our
our program!
program!

800-267-4262
info@mathsteps.com
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Whiteboards provide
enjoyable, effective learning experiences.The
benefits are many, including providing a quick
means of
assessment,
improving
test scores,
reducing
paper costs,
engaging
kids in active learning,
reducing
teachers’
workload
and being environmentally
friendly. Hand-held
whiteboards are practical and low tech; they
work all the time without
failure or fuss.
While there is a modest initial financial expenditure for outfitting

classrooms with whiteboards, there are considerable savings in paper costs.
The Kindergarten Team at
Whited Elementary in Santa
Rosa reported saving $1000
on paper the first year they
used the boards.

Tips for Prolonged Use of
Whiteboards
Abrasive cleaners should
not be used on whiteboards. A simple solution
of soapy water and a soft
cloth will extend the life of
most whiteboards.
If a permanent marker
is accidentally used on the
board, the dry erase marker
can be used to draw over
the permanent mark. It is
important to let the ink
dry before you erase. If
the marks are stubborn or
some remain, repeat the
process.
Julia Rhodes is a former teacher
turned inventor. President of
KleenSlate Concepts, a successful international product development company, Julia invented, patented,
manufactured,
marketed and
distributed her
first product:
The KleenSlate
Attachable Eraser for Dry-erase
Markers which
revolutionized
the dry erase
marker industry.
She single-handedly landed contracts with both Office
Depot and Staples and
in the past five years
she has built a thriving company
with a growing line of awardwinning dry-erase products.
For more information visit
www.kleenslate.com.
www.seenmagazine.us
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Robotics: Teaching Learning and Innovation Skills
By Robin Shoop
Carnegie-Mellon’s Robotics Academy

I

t’s an exciting and critical time in
education. As educators, we need
to consider that we are preparing
children for jobs that don’t exist, that
use technologies that haven’t been
invented, and solve tomorrow’s
problems that we don’t even know
are problems.1 With this in mind, as
educators we need to think clearly
about the types of organizers that we
use to prepare children to compete
in the 21st century.According to The
Partnership for 21st Century Skills,2
there are four “Cs” that teachers need
to include in every lesson.
• Critical Thinking and Problem
Solving,
• Creativity and Innovation,
• Communications and
• Collaboration.
That is not to say that core aca-

demic concepts
are forgotten;
children need
to master mathematics, science,
and
language
arts now more
than ever to
prepare them to
for tomorrow’s
challenges. It is
the classroom
teacher’s role
to select lessons
that allow students to master
the core academic concepts
as they develop
the communication, collaboration, critical thinking and problem
solving skills that they need to create and innovate.

What work requires of schools3
changes dramatically in the information age. Technical knowledge
SEE

USING PAGE 88

Your Vision. Your Creativity begins
with an

Epilog Laser System.

Systems Starting at $9,995!

Expand Your Educational Curriculum, Today!
Using an Epilog laser system, you can create engraved and
cut models, prototypes, graphics and more - and it’s as easy to
operate as a printer.

Testimonial: “The students will love it! It’s easy to use and
they learn it very quickly, and it’s also a great motivational
tool. Students can easily add clip art, text and photographs in
CorelDRAW to their projects and then send it to the system for
engraving,” explains Robert. Full story at www.epiloglaser.com/
cs_cumberlandvhs.htm
informational kit which includes:
t
t
t

Epilog’s Full Brochure
A CD demo featuring our machines in action
Engraved and cut samples

&QJMPH-BTFSttTBMFT!FQJMPHMBTFSDPN

XXXFQJMPHMBTFSDPNTFFOIUN
www.seenmagazine.us

Educational Applications
t
t
t
t
t
t

Modeling
Graphic Arts
Fundraising
School Awards & Trophies
Campus Signage (indoor &
outdoor)
And Much More!

Contact Us Today!
SouthEast Education Network  SPRING 2008

87

PRODUCTS & SERVICES

Using Robotics to Excite and Inspire
CONTINUED FROM PAGE

87

doubles every two years,
digital knowledge on the
internet doubles every
hour; this has significant
impact on the strategies
that schools must use
to teach students. While
99 percent of the public
feels that critical thinking,
problem solving, communications and collaboration are absolutely critical
and 80 percent of the voting population believes
that schools need to
change, many schools find
changing their school’s
educational culture difficult. Today’s educators
need to find ways to connect the dots for tomorrow’s leaders.
At Carnegie Mellon’s
Robotics Academy, our
mission is to use the motivational effects of robotics to excite and inspire
children about math and
science. We are working
closely with cognitive scientists to provide authentic learning experiences
that use robotics as both
the motivator and the
organizer. Robotics Academy lessons are designed
to foreground the math
and science concepts
while placing the learning in contexts that students find motivating and
easy to understand. Research shows that when
the lesson is too easy the
student becomes bored
and loses interest, on the
other hand if the topic
studied is too hard then
the student becomes frustrated and gives up.
Our group is intent on
developing educational
strategies that provide
the proper scaffolding so

88 SPRING 2008  SouthEast Education Network

that the
student
is challenged,
but always
feels
s u p ported.
Other
studies
h a v e
proven
t h a t Honda’s Asimo
when
learning is too contextualized, then transfer of the
learning doesn’t take place.
We are conducting studies
that measure the transfer of
math learning through robotics in other contexts.
According to John Bransford in How People Learn,
“Different kinds of learning
experiences can look equivalent when tests of learning
focus solely on remembering (e.g., on the ability to repeat previously taught facts
or procedures), but they can
look quite different when
tests of transfer are used.
Some kinds of learning experiences result in effective
memory but poor transfer;
others produce effective
memory plus positive transfer.”
The ultimate goal of our
research is to inspire a greater number of students to
study advanced mathematics, the gatekeeper to science and technology.
To find out more about Robotics Academy research visit www.
education.rec.ri.cmu.edu.
(Endnotes:1 Carl Fisch, YouTube video,
Shift Happens. 2 www.21stcenturyskills.
org/index.php. 3 The Secretaries Commission on Achieving Necessary Skills,
U.S. Department of Labor)
www.seenmagazine.us
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Parenting Resolutions
for the New Year

I

t’s hard to believe that
another New Year has
finally arrived. There
is something magical
about starting a new year.
Something inside each of
us beckons us to look for
the new day, forget the
mistakes and just simply
start over. Where do we
begin? There’s no better
place to start than with
our families.
A happy family life is
the number one desire all
mothers and fathers ultimately want to achieve.
Many parents have given
up on this dream, feeling
as though it were simply

www.seenmagazine.us

that — a dream. The truth
is, anyone can have a happy family. It just takes time,
follow-through and a lot of
hard work.
Instead of constant dread
you normally have at 5 p.m.
as you make your way home
during rush hour traffic,
what if you were anxiously
anticipating every minute to
make it back to your home
base. What if your favorite
place to be was home? Even
if it already is, there are many
things you could do this year
to make your family life that
much better.
SEE

RESOLUTIONS PAGE 90

StudentMate™ The Low Cost Student Laptop

$399

The StudentMate™ is a low-cost Linux laptop
computer specifically designed for K-8, featuring a
7 inch color touch screen, stylus, full-size QWERTY
laptop keyboard, Ethernet, wireless capability, USB/
SD ports, audio, all day rechargeable battery and
5 year warranty. It comes loaded with full featured
word processor and spreadsheet (compatible with
Word and Excel), All The Right Type Lite typing tutor,
Web Browser w/Adobe Flash, audio player, paint,
calculator, homework calendar, email, and a classroom
management application. With its wireless classroom
management application, teachers can administer and
retrieve student work and track their progress. Textto-Speech option available.

2

One OneMate
A Division of AHT

TM

Contact your local representative for details

www.One2OneMate.com/contact
Tel: 1-888-746-4121
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HAVE YOU GOT
THE TRAVEL BUG?

Parenting Resolutions
CONTINUED FROM PAGE

With 2000 trivia questionssome serious, some just plain
weird – there’s entertainment
galore in this game for two
to twenty! Players travel
around the board visiting all
Àve continents, answering
trivia questions and collecting visas and passport stamps
along the way. This intriguing
game offers fun and laughter
for the entire family!

“Innovative” and “a welcome addition to our collection.”
— Former President Jimmy Carter

“Three Stars- our highest
rating!”
— Canadian Toy Testing Council

It’s your Passport to Fun!™
www.PlayTravelmania.com

2007 Winner

Available at Fine Retailers across the country
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Here are a couple ideas
you could use as your resolution this year:
Resolve to eat at least
one meal a day as a family.
Studies show that the
more often families eat
together, the less likely
kids are to: smoke, drink,
do drugs, get depressed,
develop eating disorders
and consider suicide, and
the more likely they are
to do well in school, delay
having sex, eat their vegetables, learn big words
and know which fork to
use.
Resolve to think more
positively.
As children
grow and develop, they go
through many
stages of selfdoubt. They are
always comparing themselves
to others, and
they often see
themselves
as coming up
short. Parents
can offset this
natural tendency in their children by giving
them the skills
to think more
positively. This
is, of course,
easier to do
if you practice positive
thinking yourself.
Resolve to do whatever
it takes to make a happy
family life for you and
your family. Sometimes to-

day’s society makes you feel
like if you are unhappy with
your current circumstances
you are out of luck, but that
is not true. Resolve to take
a stand for your own happiness. If that means making
sacrifices, working a little
harder, or simply letting go
of someone or something
resolve to do it!
Someone once said, “No
other success can compensate for failure in the home.”
So, whatever resolutions
you make this year, make
sure at least one of them involves your family. You have
the right to a happy family life, and you can make it
happen.

For more information on how
to achieve a happy family life
contact Parent Help today 800688-8706. We can give you the
answers you need to make your
new years resolutions a reality.
www.seenmagazine.us
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sounds for those letters, not case and another eight
the names, to be successful (Bb, Ii, Jj, Kk, Ll,Tt, Uu,
with that task.
Yy) are very similar.The
rest are combinations of
Upper or Lower Case
lines and circular forms
for both upper and lower
Similarly, upper case letters can cause confusion for case.The upper case have
more letters with slant
children learning to print.
lines, a more difficult line
Some will say we should
to form. In addition, the
teach children the upper
case letters first because
majority of upper case
that is what they are most
letters require children
exposed to in environmen- to lift and re-locate their
tal print.True, but young
pencil. For those with
children do not ‘read’ signs fine–motor issues, this
because they know their
can be a challenge. Most
upper case letters.They as- lower case letters can be
sociate some meaning to
formed by making a conthe sign and recognize it
tinuous stroke from bein that way. Others will say ginning to end, removing
that the upper case letters
the problem of re-locatare easier for the children
ing to a specific point.
to learn to print. In fact,
Granted, upper case leteight letters (Cc, Oo, Pp, Ss, ters are all the same size
Vv, Ww, Xx, Zz) are exactly
and can be seen as being
the same in upper or lower ‘easier’ in that way. However, this can also create
confusion for children
as they first learn that all
letters are the same size
and then we try to teach
them that letters have
different sizes and placeDo
D
o yyou
o
ou
u ne
need a secure and easy way to
ments on the lines. Keep
manage
m
man
ma
aan
na e employee labor hours?
na
in mind, we remember
best what we learn first.
Well
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themselves should be in

often try to identify the
letter sound by their lip
formation when they first
say the name.The only
letters that give the sound
when saying the name
are b, d, j, k, p, t, v and z.
For the letters c, g, h, q, r,
u, w and y — the letter
name actually suggests
a sound for a different
letter.The names for the
vowels a, i, o and e have
no connection to the letter sounds. The letters f, l,
m ,n, s and x, do have the
sound in the name, but
it is at the end and many
children identify these letters as the short ‘e’ sound
(as in met) as the mouth
makes the ‘e’ sound initially when saying the name.
If a child needs to read
or spell the word ‘cat,’
they need to know the

lower case, these are the letters we should be teaching
them first.

Memory
In working with children
with memory issues it is so
important to use a multi-sensory approach in order to
activate all sensory channels
in the hope of getting that
information into long term
memory.
In 1984, Linnea Ehri,
Nancy Deffner and Lee
Wilce conducted research
examining the effectiveness
of using picture mnemonics
in the shape of the lower
case letter to teach letter
sounds.They compared
these to what they referred
to as ‘disassociated picture
cues’ — ones that did not
resemble the shape of the
letter. In their findings, they
report,“The superiority of
the integrated-picture group
over the disassociatedpicture group indicates that
only one type of picture
works, namely, one that links
the shape of the letter to
its sound.” (pg 891). At-risk
students benefit from being
taught using a picture cue
in the shape of the letter because it gives them a visual
as well as an auditory cue to
the letter. If we can involve
▼

CONTINUED FROM PAGE

• TTooooool
ols
ls ffo
for
or aauth
auuth
tthor
horirized
ho
izeed staff
ssttaffff m
memb
me
m ers
to ccoorr
to
rrec
rre
eect
cctt mista
mist
m
stake
a es,
ak
eess, rec
reecor
cord
co
rd sick
ssickk an
and
vvaaca
catitition
ionn titime
ime
ime
me, and
aannd pri
prin
pr
intt au
audi
udi
dititt re
repo
poort
rtss
• CCuuusssttoom
miz
ized
zeedd iinte
terf
rrfac
faace wi
face
withh dis
d stri
di
strict
ictt
ppayr
pa
ayr
ay
yrol
rol
rol
oll syst
s st
sy
stem
tem
m
• En
EEnsu
nssure
urre
res
es co
consis
nnssiste
issten
ste
tent
nt cloc
nt
cclloc
ock time
tit me an
and
ndd pre
prreve
pprev
even
ents alte
ents
aalter
tera
te
rratition by
b us
usin
ingg the Central
SServ
Se
rver
rv
er’s com
er
coomput
mput
mp
uter
e titim
mee
MC
MCS
M
CS
S pro
prrovid
provi
p
ovi
ov
viid
des
de
es a ccomp
com
co
om
mpr
mpre
pre
p
reh
re
eh
hensiv
hen
sive
siv
e su
suit
uit
ite
te
eo
off
sof
sso
soft
oftw
twa
twa
arrre
ed
des
de
esign
sign
iign
gn
ned
ed ex
ed
exclu
clu
lusiv
siiv
siv
ively
ely ffor
ely
for
Sch
Sc
chool
cho
o N
Nutritio
Nutr
trittio
io
on S
Serv
ervice
erv
vic
ice
ce
es:
es:
s:

For mo
For
Fo
more
re inf
nfor
forrm
maaatti
tion oonn
tion
TimeKeeper or an
anyy of our
other products please vi
visi
sit
www.mcssoftware.com or
ccaalll Tol
Tolll Fr
F ee 1-8888
88-287
87-6641
4166
To receive a FREE gift please reference ad code #SEEN02088

92 SPRING 2008  SouthEast Education Network

www.seenmagazine.us

PRODUCTS & SERVICES

manipulatives or actions with these
cues, there is a higher chance for
successful mastery.
Lastly, we need to teach the letter sounds in a systematic way that
builds on previously learned skills.
Logical Letter Formations is an order of presentation of letters based
on letter formations. We introduce
the letter ‘c’ first and then build
from that to form d, a, g, q, o, s, f,
and e. Each of those letters has all
or part of the ‘c’ formation within
it.This order helps reduce the b/d
reversal problem by forming the
‘d’ from a ‘c’ rather than making the
stick first. We can also prevent what
I call ‘floating’ letters, when a child
puts a ‘hang-down’ letter in the upper line (the p in helP.) If children
always start like the ‘c’ the ‘g’ and
‘q’ will hang down below the line
properly. The next group of letters

to introduce are the ‘down’ letters
— l, t, i, j, k and u.These letters all
start at the top and come down to
the line. From there, we go to the
‘down, back up and around’ letters
– r, n, m, h, b, and p.The last letters
are the most difficult — the slant
letters v, y, w, x and z. Again, making ‘y’ as a continuous stroke letter
formed from ‘v’ will prevent it from
being reversed and placed in the
upper line.
When the children learn a pattern and then practice it consistently, they have a better chance of success. Many letter reversal problems
can be avoided in the first place by
using this order of presentation.
If we focus on letter sounds and
lower case letters, use picture cues
in the shape of the letters and teach
the skills in a logical way, even our
at-risk students can learn the skills

necessary for successful reading —
No Child will be Left Behind!
Brenda Larson recently retired after 34
plus years of teaching in the BC public
school system. She worked as a Learning
Assistance Teacher throughout her career,
supporting at-risk students in the regular education program. Her experience
teaching children who struggled to learn
letter sounds resulted in the development
of Itchy’s Alphabet, a program designed to
teach letter sounds and formations using
a unique key-word picture cue in the
shape of each letter. She can be contacted
through her website, www.itchysalphbet.
com.
(References: Ehri, Linnea C., Deffner, Nancy D.,
and Wilce, Lee S. Pictorial Mnemonics for Phonics.
Journal of Educational Psychology, 1984, Vol. 76,
No. 5, p. 880-893.)
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“One of the many things that set this program apart from
others is the ease in creating a master schedule. We serve
over 1,500 students with more than 14,000 course requests.
I have been able to create a master schedule with better than
98% of the students getting the courses they have requested.”
Bryan Lane, Principal
Alvirne High School, Hudson, NH

Longmeadow, MA 01006

Catherine O’Connell
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Teaching With 21st
Century Technology
CONTINUED FROM PAGE

79

rically expanded access to information, it has simultaneously magnified
the importance of skills, tools and
expert services for information management, including those that aid
efficient resource discovery, evaluation of resource authenticity and appropriateness, copyright compliance
and interpretation and integration
of resources for classroom settings.
Digital libraries have emerged in response to these needs, and as a result
serve as useful tools for instruction,
assessment and professional development for 21st Century classrooms.

The National Science Digital Library
The scale and scope of digital libraries are wide ranging, although
most share common elements. The
National Science Digital Library
(NSDL) was established by the National Science Foundation as an online library of exemplary resources
for science, technology, engineering,
and mathematics education and research. Like many digital libraries, it
holds descriptive information about
the 2.5 million resources it catalogs,
and provides an organized point of
access to these resources, as well as
associated tools and services. As an
educational digital library, NSDL’s
collections focus on teaching and
learning materials contributed by a
network of more than 200 resource
providers including universities, museums, commercial publishers, government agencies, and professional
societies. NSDL supports all levels
of education — preschool through
adult with materials ranging from
journal articles and lesson plans to interactive animations, and from blogs
and podcasts to scientific data sets.
No fees or registrations are necessary
to use NSDL, although such requirements may be associated with some
of the resources to which it links.

Beyond the Search Engine
In a world where a host of popular online search engines can return

94 SPRING 2008  SouthEast Education Network

results numbering in the millions for
most common terms, digital libraries
provide more efficient exploration
over sets of focused resources that
have generally been selected with
criteria targeted to meet the needs
of specific audiences. Digital libraries offer the even greater benefit of
providing a variety of tools and services that situate the resources within contexts that maximize their usefulness for education. A teacher can
more rapidly assess the quality of a
video segment when it is accompanied by reviews from other teachers.
Undergraduate students can better
select virtual lab simulations to enhance their studies when they can
see alignments to the most popular
college textbooks. Scientific findings
become much more tangible to middle school students when they can
also read the journal entries from
the scientists on the research expedition.These are just a few examples
of the types of contextualization
that digital libraries offer.
It is with the goal of providing
context for education communities
that NSDL’s Pathways were created.
Pathways are discipline-specific (Biology, Chemistry, Computational Science, Engineering, Materials Science,
Mathematics, Physics) or education
level-specific partnerships (Middle
School, K-12 Multimedia, Community and Technical Colleges, Informal
Education) that provide stewardship for the educational content and
services needed by major communities of learners; contribute in-depth
knowledge of the educational needs
of that audience; and are the primary means by which NSDL creates
important connections between
the scientific research community
and the classroom. Eleven Pathways
— each its own specialized digital
library — support K-12 and higher
education including community colleges and informal learning.
A full list of Pathways appears at http://
nsdl.org/about/?pager=pathways.

Teaching with 21st Century
Technology
In addition to the community-

level structure that Pathways provide, a range of individual tools and
services created by NSDL’s partners
are leveraging the contextual, participatory, and responsive nature of
21st century technologies. A few examples:
The newly-launched Science Refreshers service (http://nsdl.org/refreshers) supports elementary educators with resources selected from
among NSDL collections that are
best suited to help teachers brushup on their science content knowledge as they are preparing their
classroom lessons.
Science Literacy Maps (http://
strandmaps.nsdl.org) also help K-12
teachers find NSDL resources that
relate to specific science and math
concepts, while reinforcing their
own conceptual frameworks. These
maps, based on the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) Project 2061’s Atlas of
Science Literacy, illustrate connections between concepts as well as
how concepts build upon one another across grade levels.
Expert Voices (http://expertvoices.nsdl.org), is a blogging environment supporting online conversations among scientists, teachers, students and others. The information
surrounding the topics under discussion is related to NSDL resources, and the combined information is
contributed back into the library.

Where Are the Books?
Digital libraries offer a rapidly expanding number of ways to locate
and utilize accurate, appropriate,
and truly helpful resources to meet
the demands of the 21st Century
classroom — and thus are much
more than digitized versions of
books, as their name might imply.Virtual dissections, remotely-controlled
telescopes, real-time hurricane data,
and podcasts from the field are just
samples of what is available today
beyond the textbooks of our science and math classrooms. Digital
libraries are one good place to start
a search.
For more information, visit or call the
National Science Digital Library, 303-4972940 or http://nsdl.org.
www.seenmagazine.us
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The Inflationary Effect:

Why Submitting More Applications Creates Greater Uncertainty in the Admission Process
By David Hawkins
Director of Public Policy and Research
National Association for College
Admission Counseling

rates are declining.
The exponential surge in the
number of applications — which increased 16 percent over the five year
ational
headlines
about period — appears to be fueling this
increasing competition in seemingly contradictory trend. Excollege admission frighten ploring the effects of this increase in
students from the Florida panhandle applications may provide more clarto the California coast every year. ity about the admission process.
Perhaps it is no surprise, given that
Increasing Applications
the high school graduating classes
Data from the National Associaof 2008 and 2009 are the largest in
tion for College Admission CounU.S. history. But the statistics about
seling’s (NACAC) 2006 Admission
admission to four-year colleges don’t
Trends Survey indicate that colleges
quite tell the same story. In fact, the
continued to experience increases
average
four-year
college or university
accepts seven out of
every 10 applicants for
admission, a statistic
that has remained
relatively unchanged
since the 1980s. What
accounts for the
discrepancy? It turns
out that students’
tendency to submit
more
applications
per capita now than
in the 1980s or 1990s
may produce an
inflationary effect that
makes the admission
process
ever-more
complicated
for
colleges and ultimately students.
in the number of applications they
received. For the second year in a
The Selectivity Paradox
In a review of data from the 150 row, approximately three-quarters of
most selective colleges in the United the responding institutions reported
States between 2002 and 2005, we receiving more applications than in
found two seemingly contradictory the previous year. Institutional restatistics. These colleges’ acceptance ports of increasing applications are
rates (the percentage of applicants reinforced by data from the Higher
that are admitted) had declined by Education Research Institute, which
nearly five percent. However, these show that individual students contincolleges also sent out 11 percent ued to submit an increasing number
more acceptance letters during the of applications. Seventy-one percent
same time period. How do you rec- of fall 2006 freshman reported that
oncile those numbers? One would they had applied to three or more
expect that the number of accep- colleges, an increase of 12 percenttance letters should go down, or at age points in the last 15 years. The
least remain constant, if acceptance percentage of students submitting

N

seven or more applications also has
been increasing, and was up to 18
percent of fall 2006 freshman (see
Figure 1).

Why More Applications?

In a competitive system of college
admission, it makes sense that students want to ‘hedge their bets’ by
sending out an increasing number of
applications, particularly when the
news about college indicates increasingly intense competition.There also
appears to be a relationship between
the advent of the online application
form, which became prevalent in the
late 1990s, and the rise
in the number of applications submitted per
student.
With these statistics in hand, it makes
sense that many of the
150 most selective colleges have experienced
their lowest acceptance
rates in history. Why did
these colleges also send
acceptance letters to
more students over the
same time period?
It is possible that
colleges may have increased the amount of
space available for first-year students.
But our review of the data from 20022005 show that first-year enrollment
at these colleges grew by only three
percent, which does not account for
the full 11 percent increase in acceptance letters.
NACAC’s member colleges and
universities have for years noted that
despite the ‘time of plenty,’ they are
still competing just as hard to recruit
and enroll students. In a demographic downturn, it makes sense for colleges to fight hard for students. But
when applications are at an all-time

96 SPRING 2008 v SouthEast Education Network							

SEEN just ads.indd 96

The “Yield” Factor

see THE

COLLEGE page 101

www.seenmagazine.us

2/13/08 12:52:31 PM

LIMESTONE COLLEGE

Main Campus, Gaffney, SC
Extended Campus Sites in SC:
Gaffney, Greer, Columbia,
Charleston, Florence, Kingstree,
Lowcountry, Aiken/ N August

EXTENDED CAMPUS
EARN YOUR DEGREE ONLINE
OR IN THE CLASSROOM
• Accelerated Program
• 8-Week Internet Courses
• 4 - Week Classroom Courses
• Affordable Tuition
• Financial Aid
• Transfer Credit
• Associate and Bachelor
Degrees Available
AVAILABLE MAJORS:

Business Administration (6 concentrations)
Computer Science (8 concentrations)
Psychology
Criminal Justice
Human Resource Development
Liberal Studies
Elementary Education
Social Work

1-866-654-2223
www.limestone.edu/ec
A Campus Without Boundaries
www.seenmagazine.us							

SEEN just ads.indd 97

SouthEast Education Network v SPRING 2008

97

2/13/08 12:52:49 PM

EDUCATION

AD(H)D, LD

E

The nation’s only four-year accredited college
exclusively for students with language-based
learning disabilities or AD/HD.
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at Beacon College.
BEACON COLLEGE
(352) 787-7249
admissions@beaconcollege.edu
www.beaconcollege.edu

very year, when I
speak to students
who have attended
Landmark College’s
three-week program for
high school students, I
am struck by what they
feel was most valuable. It
is never the study skills,
the writing strategies,
or even the myriad
of outdoor activities.
Inevitably, summer
students find that the
most valuable aspect
of coming to Landmark
College is being in the
community of people
who really “get it.”
Every winter, we survey the students from
our previous year’s summer programs to find out
if any of the strategies
and skills they learned
over the summer have
been useful to them as
they returned to their
high school. Predictably,
the students describe
how for the first time in
their lives, they didn’t
have to explain themselves.They didn’t have
to apologize for the
things they find difficult.
For the first time they
were part of the majority.
In our three-week high
school summer program
all of the students and
most of the staff have
some kind of diagnosed
learning difficulty, so
those of us who learn
differently are the “nor-
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mal” ones.
Landmark College,
Pine Ridge, Kildonan,
Gow, Jemisy, Bridges
Academy — there are
many excellent summer
programs exclusively for
students with learning
difficulties. It seems, the
most valuable aspect
of spending time in a
program designed exclusively for diagnosed
students is to be in a culture of acceptance.Yes, it
is important to improve
one’s writing process,
active reading, time management and organization.However, coming to
accept one’s difficulties
and talents honestly and
without judgment seems
to be the most significant and transformative
experience that can take
place in the course of a
single summer. Many parents tell me that students
from our three week
program see a significant
change in their sense
of confidence and their
sense of identity.
If you study American
Sign Language, one of the
first requirements is to
understand and respect
“Deaf Culture.” By necessity, deaf people have
historically banded together into communities
of mutual respect and
support. For example, to
insult another person in
American Sign Language
a finger is rotated up
by the forehead. This
means,“You think like a
t

By Ben Mitchell
Director of Admissions
Assistant Professor of Writing
Landmark College
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and the Culture of Acceptance
hearing person.” In deaf
year after year of torture
culture to think like a
and humiliation at the
hearing person would be hands of well-meaning
considered a disability. As people who do not una population, deaf people derstand us at all. Sudhave a collective identity denly finding
which is not only able,
oneself in a
but it is secure enough to group of peocriticize the population
ple who truly
of those outside.This
understand
is called Deaf Culture. I
after years of
believe we often see a
feeling isolatsimilar sense of culture
ed, afraid and
for people who learn dif- ashamed is offerently.
ten described
Those of us with learn- in terms like
ing difficulties, such as
“coming
ADHD, don’t appear any
home.” Because most of
different than ordinary
the residential staff in the
students, but we often
High School Program are
feel very different. Our
students from Landmark
experience
of
the
eduCollege
and the
12800 SEEN Magazine v1:Layout
1 1/4/08
2:05faculty
PM Page
cational system is often

tend to have some strong
personal connection to
the field, we have an environment where learning differently is abso-

the students with severe
developmental disabilities and mental illness,
increasing one’s sense of
isolation. Nevertheless,

It is worthwhile to examine more
closely the significance of
creating a “culture of acceptance.”
lutely normal.
In a mainstream environment, the bright
student with dyslexia or
1 ADHD is forced to share
resource class space with

students who learn differently are often quite
socially talented, finding
peer groups with the top
see
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students, top athletes, musicians, artists, computer geeks. When isolated in the mainstream,
students with learning difficulties often internalize derogatory implications of the pathology:“I am damaged, broken, disabled.”When
any student comes to Landmark, we often see
a period of unburdening;“I am not alone. I am
intelligent, capable and valid, even though I
may blow off my homework.”
It is worthwhile to examine more closely
the significance of creating a “culture of acceptance.”Acceptance is a word most commonly
associated with Elizabeth Kübler-Ross’s description of grieving. As Sari Solden pointed out
in her 1995 book Women With Attention Deficit Disorder, much of the challenging behavior
presented by ADHD and LD students can be
seen in light of a grieving process: denial, anger,
bargaining and final acceptance. By creating
an environment where all those around you —
your peers, your teachers, your mentors — are
totally honest and accepting of their own processing difficulties, we create an environment
of true acceptance.The most wonderful part is
that by completely accepting and taking ownership of one’s difficulties, it becomes possible
to fully acknowledge one’s talents and superior
attributes in a whole new way. By creating a
culture of acceptance, we make it possible for
students to finally look at challenges honestly
and squarely and recognize the strengths that
have carried them to this point — a new evaluation of how to try.
For more information contact Landmark College,
802-387-6718 or visit www.landmark.edu.

This non-contributory plan can lead to substantial monthly
retirement benefits.

The Air Force Reserve affords you
many opportunities to help yourself
and to help your country at the same time.

A Baptist State Convention of North Carolina School

828-685-8886 • 800-696-2215 • fax: 828-685-8888
       t  " ' 3 F T F SW F  D P N

www.fruitland.edu

1455 Gilliam Road • Hendersonville, NC • 28792
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The College Application Process
continued from page

96

high, why can’t colleges
just sit back and enjoy being awash in applications?
Here we find the key
to understanding the
paradox: the inflationary
effect. Because students
are sending more applications per capita, the
likelihood that they will
attend a given college if
accepted is comparatively
small. Consider an applicant who submits only
three applications. If her
preference for each college is the same, the odds
that she will enroll in any
of the three institutions (if
accepted to all three) are
one in three (33 percent).
However, if she were to
submit 10 applications
(and be accepted at 10),
the odds of her enrolling
in any of those institutions
would be one in 10 (10
percent).
While colleges have
enjoyed a historic abundance of applications,
they have also witnessed
their chances for enrolling
any single student dwindle.The data between
2002 and 2005 provide
support: the yield rate (or
the percentage of admitted students who enroll in
an institution) for the 150
most selective colleges declined by seven percent.
To compensate, admission
offices must send more acceptance letters just to get
the same number of students for their next class.

The Implications of
‘Phantom’ Applications
for Colleges

College admission officers describe ‘phantom’
applications as applica-

tions from qualified stucan submit in a thorough, vertently, making it harder
to get into the most selecdents who have had little
thoughtful manner. Our
tive colleges.
other contact with the
members have found a
Knowing that colleges
admission office. For many diminishing utility to subadmission officers, such
mitting more applications are looking for a “demonstrated interest” in atapplications are a mystery, than you can reasonably
tending their institution,
as they are unsure wheth- and effectively manage,
it might be best served
er the application was
as students are prone to
submitted with genuine
make mistakes, miss dead- to identify a manageable
interest (i.e., their
chances of enrollWhile colleges have enjoyed a historic abundance
ing you are high
of applications, they have also witnessed their
if they accept
chances for enrolling any single student dwindle.
you), or whether
it was submitted
as part of a salvo
lines, or submit half-baked number of colleges, comof applications intended
municate with those colapplications that fail to
to hedge bets in the admission process (i.e., their impress admission offices. leges about your interest
The national data present- in attending, and submit
chances of enrolling you
thoughtful applications.
ed in this article also sugare not that high if they
gest that submitting more
accept you).
Visit the National Association
applications for the sake
We already know that
for College Admission Counselstudents who submit large of submitting more appliing at www.nacacnet.org.
cations may also be, inadnumbers of applications
have contributed to declining acceptance rates
at the 150 most selective
colleges. Colleges have
responded by placing an
increased emphasis on a
student’s “demonstrated
interest” in attending the
institution. While not a
primary concern in evaluating applications, demonstrated interest does factor
into admission officers’
www.campbell.edu
decision-making.The percentage of colleges rating
CAMPBELL NAMED ONE OF BEST SOUTHEASTERN COLLEGES
demonstrated interest as a
Campbell University has been identified as one of the top
“considerably important”
100 schools in the Southeast, according to a survey
factor in the admission
conducted by the Princeton Review.
decision increased from
Campbell University is North Carolina's second largest private
seven to 21 percent over
institution and the second largest Baptist university in the world.
the last four years.

Advice for Students

While it might seem
logical to hedge your bets
in the admission process
and submit as many applications as possible,
NACAC members urge
students to submit only as
many applications as they

Located in Buies Creek, NC, Campbell combines academic excellence
and Christian commitment. Campbell University also has extended
campuses for working adult students in Fayetteville, Jacksonville and
Raleigh.

For more information about our extended campus undergraduate
degree programs please call:

800-334-4111 x1278
or visit our website at: www.campbell.edu
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Troops to Teachers: An Alternative Teacher Resource
By Charles Tita, Ph.D.
Director of Distance Education
University of North Carolina-Pembroke

colleges and universities have to
work overtime to re-examine and revamp teacher education curricula, in
concise realignment with emerging
he problem of acute teacher contemporary challenges. Historishortages in our public cally, four-year colleges and universischools is worsening, even ties have relied heavily on traditional
as educational and political leaders methods of training students formalwork assiduously to seek solutions ly in teacher education departments.
for this crippling crisis.And, because The prevailing teacher shortage canhigh schools, especially those in not be remedied by relying solely
high-poverty areas, increasingly on traditional sources — alternative
graduate students who cannot sources must be sought — Troops to
read and write on the grade level, Teachers is one such alternative.
Troops to Teachers is a non-tradicollege and university leaders find
tional,
feeder source that can help
themselves directly at the epicenter
alleviate
teacher shortages, espeof this dilemma.
cially
in
high
poverty areas, where
In order to guarantee a steady
the
problem
is
most egregious, and
stream of well-prepared students
where
young
teacher
graduates are
from secondary schools, colleges
less
willing
or
prepared
to serve.
and universities are called upon,
Soldiers
are
trained
to
serve
in envimore than ever before, to fulfill the
ronments
that
require
extraordinary
professional obligation of meeting
the demand of public schools for tenacity and will. And, at the end of
well-prepared teachers. Therefore, their military service, they tend to

T

do well as teachers in these kinds
of crisis areas. That is precisely why
the Department of Education and
the Department of Defense came
up with the joint construct, Troops
to Teachers, of re-training exiting soldiers to become teachers.
What is Troops to Teachers? It is
a joint program of the Department
of Education and the Department of
Defense, established in 1994 to aid
abate the problem of teacher shortages. Under this program, the Department of Defense provides money to former soldiers, enabling them
to train and gain teacher licensure
and to begin new careers as public
school teachers.
Visit www.proudtoserveagain.com for
more information.
To qualify for Troops to Teachers
funding, the candidate must hold a

102 SPRING 2008 v SouthEast Education Network						

SEEN just ads.indd 102

see TROOPS page

104

www.seenmagazine.us

2/13/08 12:53:03 PM

The Schools are Virtual
but the Learning is Real

L

By Cathy Cavanaugh

earning anytime means I can
work on my assignments when
my brain is ready. Learning
anyplace lets me be with my family
when our work takes us around the
country. Learning at any pace gives
me the flexibility to take courses
quickly in my areas of strength and
courses more slowly when I need
help.
These are a few of the reasons that
millions of K-12 students and their
parents choose virtual schools for all
or some of their education in North
America. Virtual schools offer courses online to roughly two percent of
high school students.The numbers of
virtual schools and students learning
online have grown each year since
the earliest programs began in 1996.
In several states, the number of students who request space in courses
has outpaced the capacity of the virtual school.
There are as many types of virtual schooling as there are virtual
schools. Virtual schools are operated
by consortia that reach across states,
by state departments of education,
by universities, by local public and
private schools and school districts,
and by for-profit and not-for-profit
organizations. As of fall 2007, all but
eight states have significant statewide or multi-district online programs. Eighty five percent of state
and multi-district virtual school programs serve grades 9-12. In addition,
62 percent offer courses to middle
school students and 38 percent to elementary school students, according
to Keeping Pace with K-12 Online
Learning by John Watson and Jennifer Ryan. The North American Council for Online Learning maintains a
clearinghouse of K-12 online learning programs in the United States at
http://www.nacol.org.

Most virtual school students supplement the education that they
get from their “on-ground” schools
with online courses. They take the
courses from home, from a school
computer or from a community
center. Their reasons for enrolling
on online courses vary from needing courses that do not fit into their
regular school schedule or wanting
specialized or accelerated courses
such as Advanced Placement courses
that are not offered in their regular
school to needing a remedial course
or an approach that addresses specific learning needs.
For example, growing numbers
of students who have learning disabilities are finding success in virtual schools because they are able to
spend the time and get the teacher
assistance they need to master the
course. Nationally, 10-12 percent of
traditional school students are enrolled in exceptional education programs, a ratio that is reflected in the
multi-state online Connections Academy.
Smaller numbers of students are
full-time virtual school students.
These students may choose virtual
schooling because of a health limitation, a mobile family life, a religious
preference or legal restrictions on
attending a neighborhood school.
To enhance the academic and social
experiences of their students, virtual schools have begun augmenting
their course offerings with extra-curricular opportunities like field trips,
competitions, clubs and cyber cafes.
Virtual schoolteachers follow
the same pattern as students. Many
teach one or two online courses in
addition to teaching in an on-ground
school or doing other work. Large
numbers of virtual school teachers
find that teaching online part-time is
an ideal way to remain in their professions while fulfilling family responsi-
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bilities like
parenthood
or serving Cathy Cavanaugh
as a caregiver
for
other family members. Some teachers are attracted to teaching full time
in a virtual school by the flexible
scheduling and others thrive in an
atmosphere in which they are able
to work individually with students
through phone calls, e-mail, chat,
discussion forums and other communication methods. They say they
get to know their virtual students
better than they know their face-toface students, in part because they
can spend more than a single class
period each day if a student needs
the attention!
In addition to a wide range of
communication technology used
for teacher-student dialogue, virtual
schools make use of a variety of technologies for teaching and learning
activities. An online course in a public virtual school requires students
to learn to the same standards as in
a traditional classroom, the course is
taught by a certified teacher and it
uses approved curriculum materials.
Within this framework, students
and teachers use virtual manipulatives, software, web sites, digital
video and audio, games, simulations,
projects, and quizzes among other
computer-based, printed and physical materials for completing lessons.
Students interact with each other
and with the teacher both synchronously (in real-time, live) and asynchronously within the virtual course
environment.
The digital learning environments
of virtual courses naturally support
the 21st Century Skills currently being emphasized in many schools and
districts. In particular, the web-based
see VIRTUAL page
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Troops to Teachers
DANTES then works to provide the
necessary support structure as well
baccalaureate or advanced degree. as stipends (up to $5000) that the
The Department of Education pro- students need to prepare for teacher
vides money to the Department of education licensure.
Defense, and the money is used to
In situations when the students
fund Troops to Teachers through make a commitment to teach in
the Defense Activity for Non-Tradi- high-poverty schools, DANTES can
tional Education Support (DANTES). provide bonuses up to $10,000.
Without the commitment of colleges and
universities, the funding
For academic year 2007/2008, the following institutions
opportunities extended
have been recognized as top 30 military-friendly (alphato soldiers by the Debetically listed): AIU Online, American Military University,
partment of Education
Bellevue University, Capella University, Central Michigan
and the Department of
University, Central Texas College, Coastline Community
College, Colorado State University-Pueblo, Colorado TechDefense cannot be opnical University, Columbia Southern University, Duquesne
timally utilized, as in the
University School of Leadership, Excelsior College, Florida
case of Troops to TeachCommunity College, Grantham University, Hawaii Pacific
ers. The good news is
University, Jones International University, Kansas State
that many colleges and
University, National University, Olympic College, Saint
Leo University, Southern Illinois University – Carbondale,
Universities have made
Strayer University, Thomas Edison University, TUI Univerand continue to make
sity, University of Mary, University of Maryland University
necessary adjustments
College, The University of North Carolina at Pembroke,
to accommodate the
University of Oklahoma, Webster University, and Western
educational needs of solGovernors University
diers, and, in effect, are
continued from page

102

Military Friendly Schools

helping transition interested, exiting
soldiers to public-school classrooms.
DANTES will help determine funding eligibility for interested soldiers.
For more information visit www.dantes.
doded.mil/Dantes_web/DANTESHOME.asp.
For soldiers seeking to transition
to careers in teaching, it is critically
important for them to select a college
or university that is military-friendly
and has the requisite experience of
working with the military. Many institutions of higher education are well
positioned to use Troops to Teachers
as a vehicle for recruiting and training qualified elementary and secondary school teachers.
There are many challenges that
colleges and universities face in
working with military students. It is
when these challenges are properly
negotiated that a college or university earns the designation of militaryfriendly. These challenges include:
see TROOPS next page
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Virtual Schools
able from many providers. Virtual
schools themselves, course vendors,
communication tools can connect and colleges of education all offer
students, teachers, and guests from courses and workshops to develaround the world. Learning and op online teaching competencies.
working side by side online develops In addition, many virtual schools
global awareness and appreciation have developed a career ladder for
of people and conditions who are teachers beginning with orientation
geographically distant but immedi- experiences and building toward
ately accessible online. The popular leadership opportunities. A virtual
online courses in foreign languages schoolteacher’s career ladder might
and social studies are excellent labo- include the stages shown in the taratories for first-hand learning in a ble included in this article. Career
global community. The 21st century ladders would be similar for virtual
learners and workers also need the school course designers, learning
form of self-direction that is fostered facilitators, administrators, guidance
in an online course that allows stu- counselors, technology coordinators
dents to choose their learning pace and library media specialists.
and time.The technical, communicaWhile most virtual schools require
tion and information skills required minimum amounts of experience
for successful online learning are val- and education for online teachers,
ued in a 21st century workplace that no state has enacted certification
is centered on problem solving and or endorsement requirements for
collaboration.
online teachers. Standards for teachThe growth in virtual schools has ing and course quality have been deopened a new world of professional veloped by schools and by national
opportunities for online teachers, ad- and regional organizations like the
ministrators and other professional North American Council for Online
staff. The online learning environ- Learning and the Southern Regional
ment calls for a new teaching skill Educational Board and are based
set. For example, an essential ability on both best practice and research
for an online teacher is to motivate in virtual schooling. Not only has
and engage students individually in research substantiated that student
order to assess each student’s specif- achievement in a virtual course is
ic needs and help the student prog- equivalent to or above the level of
ress through the course. Successful achievement in a face-to-face course,
online teachers are master commu- but it has begun to show specific
nicators using the full range of com- promising practices in this young
munications tools with both individ- arena of education. Virtual schools
ual students and groups of students. have a strong history of innovation,
These teachers have an organization commitment to high standards, and
system that enables them to facilitate involvement in research to improve
large numbers of students, some- practice. The Virtual Schools Cleartimes well over 100, all or whom inghouse at the University of Florida
may be working on different lessons has been developed to provide data
and at different paces. Online teach- and resources to support the work of
ers must understand how students virtual schools (http://vs.education.
learn their content so they can close- ufl.edu).
ly monitor each student and guide
Virtual schools have evolved as
students with frequent feedback. In a vital educational alternative and
short, expertise in the content, learn- promise to continue evolving into
ing, interaction, and organization are a model for mainstream education.
more important than technology Now is the best time to get involved
skill for a virtual teacher.
in virtual schooling and to become a
Professional development for vir- leader in K-12 education.
tual school educators focuses on
these essential abilities and is avail- Cathy Cavanaugh has a Ph.D. in Curricucontinued from page
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lum and Instruction from the College of
Education at the University of South Florida, specializing in Instructional Technology; a Master of Education in Secondary
Education from the University of Central
Florida; and a Bachelor of Arts in Elementary Education from the University of the
Virgin Islands. Her teaching experience
includes grades 6-9 science, professional
development, and on the university level,
nationally and internationally. Her research interests include distance education, virtual schools, professional development and classroom technology for learning. Cavanaugh is currently involved with
virtual schools research and other distance
education studies in multiple settings, research on Florida’s Enhancing Education
through Technology (EETT) program, and
a Math-Science Partnership project with
Union County Schools.

Troops to Teachers
continued from page

104

standard university policies that
address drop/add periods, course
calendar, course scheduling, refund, tuition and fees.
As Director of Distance Education at The University of North
Carolina at Pembroke, I can speak
proudly to the specific adjustments
that our faculty and administrators have made to qualify us as a
military-friendly institution. Every
faculty member who has taught
classes at our Fort Bragg Distance
Education site is familiar with the
adjustments we must make in order for productive teaching and
learning to occur. First, we adjust
a 16-week course to fit into a 10
or eight-week term. Next, we adjust a typical face-to-face course
to a hybrid mode, so that soldiers
who get deployed a few weeks
before end of term can still finish
the course. Making these kinds of
voluntary adjustments helps make
implement-able such a novel program as Troops to Teachers, and
this kind of military friendliness
makes all the difference in the
lives of soldiers.
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The Job Search:
By Shelley Gonzales

market research and an effective job
Life is unpredictable. Relocation or search. One of the greatest causes of
a change in personal circumstance job dissatisfaction is the sense that
can force a revaluation of your work you are undervalued or underemsituation, and there are few things ployed.
An effective job search strategy
more stressful than unexpectedly
requires
focused effort, persistence,
being without work.
timing
and
luck. There is no single
In fields such as K-12 education,
place
to
find
job openings, so you
where sudden work changes are less
have
to
use
multiple
sources to disfrequent, it is still important to know
cover
opportunities.
Using a numwhat your value is and to underber
of
search
methods
will increase
stand how to approach a job change
your
chance
of
finding
jobs that are
should you ever feel the need. Burnaligned
with
your
talents
and career
out is a common problem in educagoals.
tion; knowing the full spectrum of
The first step in an effective job
your options can be invaluable if you
search
is to identify a job target. Once
desire change.
you’ve
settled on what you want to
Determining your true market
do,
you
then have to find the comvalue, understanding changes and
panies
or
organizations that have the
trends in your field, and knowing
jobs
in
which
you are interested.The
the path for advancement ultimately rests on your abilities to conduct
t

It is essential for everyone to understand
how to approach a job
search, regardless of
whether you are
actively looking and
regardless of the field
in which you work.
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Knowing Your Options in Advance
most common sources for finding ment, education is a field in which public. Networking as a job search
jobs are:
solid contacts can be invaluable for tool works well, especially in highly
•Your personal and professional advancement. Get to know the lo- competitive industries.
networks
cal leaders in your area and in your
Remember, as you go through the
•The Internet, via company web- field of study. Network with mid- and job search phase, stay positive and
sites
senior-level administrators and make keep an open mind to new possi•Job-listing websites
your long-term aspirations known.
bilities that will present themselves
•Professional associations where
The network you develop serves along the way.
members often have access to job as an information pipeline — so it is
This career advice is brought to
listings and can make announce- vital to network on an ongoing ba- you by Jones International Univerments about their
sity® (JIU®), the first fully oncompany’s openings
line university in the U.S. to be
Networking as a job search tool works well, granted regional accreditation.
at meetings
•Search professionals,
especially in highly competitive industries. JIU doesn’t stop at providing
i.e. recruiters
exceptional, relevant degree
•Newspapers
programs in a flexible online
•Job fairs
sis, whether or not you are actively format. It supports your lifelong sucFor teachers and administrators, seeking a new position. You never cess by giving you the essential tools
staying connected in education is know what fruits your networking and strategies to maximize your valessential. Whether you are working will bear.Through your network, you ue in the workplace.
in a public or private school and re- often learn about industry trends
For more information call 877-409gardless of the level of your involve- and openings before the general 5672 or visit www.jiu.edu.
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Move forward

Earn your degree and work toward
your professional goals without
sacrificing your personal priorities.
Enrolling in Jones International
University® (JIU®) allows you to
earn your degree online so you
can study anytime, anywhere.
Offering degree programs in
business communication, education
and business administration, JIU
provides quality curriculum as well
as tools and resources to give you
the Total Professional Advantage.™

Jones International University
WWWJIUEDU s 
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Invest in your future at
James Sprunt Community College
With programs from Accounting to Welding, lower
tuition, smaller classes and world-class instructors, JSCC
can help you trade your job for a well-paying and
satisfying career.
Or start your four-year degree with two years at JSCC.
Students planning on completing a bachelor’s degree at
any of a variety of colleges and universities can start at
JSCC and take advantage of all it has to offer.
Add to that the low tuition and it’s easy to see why
more are finding that it’s better to make it happen at
JSCC.
Start here....Go anywhere
Call 910-296-2500 or access www.sprunt.com
An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action College

For Additional Information Contact the Admissions
Office at (336) 838-6141 or email us at mac.warren@wilkescc.edu

www.wilkescc.edu
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Supporting Manufacturing Through Education

W

Florence-Darlington Technical College

need help — or speed — moving
ith the September 2007 from concept to market.
“We’re going to do more here
opening
of
Florencethan
assist with workforce training,
Darlington
Technical
which
is our traditional role,” Gould
College’s separate new venture,
explains.
“We’re also going to prothe Southeastern Institute of
vide
businesses
with services they
Manufacturing and Technology, the
urgently
need
to
move forward.”
college will help usher in a new,
The
newly
opened
institute will
21st-century manufacturing era —
have
different
departments
that can:
not just for South Carolina, but for
P

rovide
firms
with
rapid
proto•
the entire South.
typing
services,
capable
of
reducIt will do that, according to Floring the lead time to get product
ence-Darlington Technical College
designs into the hands of potenPresident Charles Gould, through a
tial buyers for evaluation.
series of new business services, ad•
D

evelop manufacturing plans
vanced manufacturing resources and
for
firms that are just moving bemanagement assistance ventures, all
yond
the research and developdirected at the most cutting-edge
ment
stage
of their product.
frontiers of the American manufac•
G

ive
businesses
access to adturing economy.
vanced
product
planning and
The Southeastern Institute is not
marketing
resources
that use
so much an educational endeavor
digital
virtual-reality
visioning
as it is a support base for high-tech
and training tools.
businesses and entrepreneurs who
• Assist firms in creating automat-

ed production lines.
• Help firms hire and train workers to bring their new production operations on line.
If there is any question about
whether such advanced business services are necessary in the Southeast,
consider this:To finance it all, the college turned to the public bond market in hopes of raising $25 million.
The entire bond issue was snapped
up by investors in just 40 minutes.
“Everyone knows the plight of
American manufacturing,” Gould
says. “There is a feeling in this country that we have not been supporting
manufacturing the way we should or
used to.We’re going to do something
about it, and people are responding
to that.”
Gould and his colleagues have
studied the direction of manufacturing in general and concluded that a
see
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I3 — Why Choose a Career in Professional Selling?

Income

On average, the total
compensation for sales
executives is more
than $100,000. Most
sales representatives
have an opportunity
to earn an unlimited
income!

Impact

Consider a rewarding and satisfying
career in professional sales.

Salespeople enjoy the
benefits of
having a direct
impact on their
customer’s businesses,
and are directly
responsible for the
success of their own
company.

Independence

According to Manpower, Inc.’s 2007
Talent Shortage Survey, companies rank
sales as the #1 position with the most
need for qualified workers now. “Due to
high demand, pursuing a job in this field
could mean increased pay and more
benefits for those willing
to take the plunge.”

Most sales representatives enjoy
the benefits of being in business
ales
s
d
n
for themselves and are
les a to be .
a
s
allowed the freedom of
,000 ns need h 2012
0
0
working with limited
ug
r4
tio
Ove ed posi lly thro
supervision.
t

rela annua
d
fille
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For more information, contact
Dr. Terry Loe, Director: Center for
Professional Selling.
tloe@kennesaw.edu; 678.797.2017
http://coles.kennesaw.edu/selling
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Providing the Essentials to Transform Students
Into Tomorrow’s Leaders and Entrepreneurs
By Rachael Hammond
Academic Dean
Massanutten Military Academy

ics provides both the challenge and for honors course credit then satisfy
the support for cadet success. The the additional course requirements.
intense leadership training classes
Academic Roadmapping — MMA
(JROTC)
are
a
big
draw
for
many
inbelieves
that the best way to help
reativity,
communication,
coming
students.
In
fact,
22
percent
young
people
is to encourage them
and leadership opportunities
of
the
2007
summer
school
cadet
to
visualize
the
future they would
are all hallmarks of the
corps
enrolled
solely
for
this
course,
like
to
achieve
for
themselves. The
Massanutten
Military Academy
and
MMA
is
the
only
Virginia
milicourse
road
mapping
process in(MMA) experience. The faculty,
tary
boarding
school
to
offer
a
sumvolves
not
only
the
academic
office
educational programming, and cadet
mer
program
of
its
kind.
The
regular
but
also
the
cadet
mentor,
the
parcorps, however, provide the essential
school
year,
then,
provides
an
exents
and
the
cadet
himself
or
herself.
elements for Massanutten’s alchemy.
Massanutten has become a premier tended opportunity to develop key Cadets choose either the college
national leadership academy, a leadership skills that differentiate preparatory or the advanced college
place where today’s young people Massanutten alumni from other high preparatory diploma and highlight
the required courses for the chosen
are transformed into tomorrow’s school graduates.
Foreign
Language
Expertise
—
path. Saturday class days in both earentrepreneurs and leaders.
MMA
is
also
the
first
Virginia
school
ly September as well as in late May
Because of their experience and
of
its
type
to
integrate
the
internaallow time for mentors to work with
education, Massanutten facthe cadets for both the schoolulty has the wisdom to conwide standardized testing (the
nect with the young leaders
as well as
who attend the school. SevThe small class size and unique Kuhlman-Anderson),
to
review
each
cadets
profesenty-five percent of MMA’s
academic
program
give
instrucsional
goals,
college
choices
faculty has over five years
and the MMA academic road
teaching experience, and 17
tors
the
chance
to
share
their
map that will help enable the
percent of the faculty holds
to work toward those
15 or more years teaching exexpertise and to help improve cadet
goals
and
choices.
perience. In addition, more
the
lives
of
young
people.
SAT
Prep
—Because MMA is
than a third of the MMA faca
college
preparatory
school,
ulty hold a master degree
all
cadets
are
required
to
take
or higher. Most importantly,
the
school’s
SAT
prep
course,
though, the teachers are
driven to prepare cadets for college tionally-recognized RosettaStone® which uses the Kaplan advantage
by the need to instill self-discipline, software into every foreign language curriculum, prior to graduation. All
course curriculum. In fact, all foreign MMA teachers support the need
confidence and creativity.
MMA’s average class-size is 10. language classes are held in comput- for SAT training and receive Kaplan
Small class sizes have helped the er labs and are conducted by teach- training during teacher in-service. In
academy attract not only cadets but ers who are either native speakers addition, MMA’s unique approach to
also world-class teachers who were or who have lived abroad at length. SAT prep education includes a comcompelled to education careers be- Current foreign language offerings bination of the Kaplan curriculum
cause of their desire to motivate and include Spanish, French, and Russian, with a weekly guest teacher from
to educate students. The small class and additional offerings are planned. both the math and the English dissize and unique academic program By providing the best foreign lan- ciplines.
MMA’s unique approach to SAT
give instructors the chance to share guage preparation, we believe we
equip
our
cadets
for
success
in
their
preparation
often results in signifitheir expertise and to help improve
roles
as
future
world
and
business
cant
test
score
improvements. Octothe lives of young people. At Massaleaders.
ber
SAT
results,
for example, showed
nutten, faculty members can fulfill
Honors
course
credits
—
MMA’s
disan
average
of
an
89 point increase
their passion for creative and effectinctive
approach
to
honors
course
for
repeat
SAT
takers.
Beginning with
tive teaching.
credit provides additional oppor- the 2007–08 school year, cadets will
tunities for cadets to expand their be required to take the ACT, as well.
Creative Learning and Life Planning
Leadership Training — MMA’s knowledge beyond the rigors of the
see TOMORROW’S page 112
trailblazing approach to academ- regular classroom. Cadets must apply

C
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Success
M

assanutten Military Academy is a
coeducational college preparatory
school for grades 7 through 12 and
one postgraduate year. The mission of
MMA is to provide each cadet with
an academic, character, leadership
and physical education of excellence,
which ensures his/her development
and readiness for college, leadership,
and citizenship. Our mission is established
on the founding motto of the Academy,
"Non Nobis Solum" ("Not for ourselves
alone"), and based on Courage, Purity,
and Industry.

Academic excellence is a top priority at
Massanutten Military Academy.
We are proud of our record of preparing
students for the rigors of college. Each
member of the last four graduating
classes was accepted to a college or
university. This is possible because
programs are in place to ensure that
each cadet understands the lessons and
completes his/her homework through
supervised study halls, homework
assistance, and small class size.

MASSANUTTEN
MILITARY ACADEMY
Woodstock,

Virginia

Call Today to Schedule a Campus Visit.

877.466.6222

(toll free)

w w w.militar yschool.com
www.seenmagazine.us							
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Tomorrow’s Leaders
continued from page

110

MMA offers group registration for all juniors and seniors, so that busy parents can rely on MMA for college preparatory assistance.
Academic Assistance — Because MMA academics
can be challenging, the academy offers assistance
in many ways. Following the standard seven-period
school day, cadets have tutorial time from 3:15 until
3:45 each day. Cadets with multiple low grades may
be assigned to a mandatory study hall that can add
an additional hour and a half of study time to the
academic day.
A standard day includes the 90-minute evening
study period, where cadets focus on the homework
assignments that will prepare them for the next
class day. Interested cadets, though, can enroll in the
Homework Assistance Program (HAP). This program
runs concurrently with the evening study period and
allows enrolled cadets the opportunity to study in
a structured classroom setting with teacher supervision during homework time. A point person from
each major discipline comanages HAP once weekly.
Thus, cadets have additional opportunities to interact with academy faculty.

Convenient Communication

I’m not known as “the kid with the
reading problem” anymore.
I’m “the kid who earned a scholarship.”
Discover your strengths as an athlete, artist or leader
as you prepare for college and a bright future.

N

N

N

N

Remediation through structured,
multi-sensory, phonetics-based
language curriculum
Every graduate is accepted
to college
Small class size
(3-6 students)
A boarding school for 143 boys
from around the world

N

N

Co-ed Summer Program
School-wide laptop program

716 652-3450 or www.gow.org

A college preparatory boarding school for young men,
grades 7 to 12, with dyslexia and similar
language-based learning differences.

Feedback is always necessary for improvement.
To keep up with the academic rigors of the academy, parents have access to online grade information through Edline.Teachers update their electronic
grade books weekly. Because parents receive their
login names and passwords when enrolling cadets,
they can access current academic information that is
available 24 hours a day. In addition, parents receive
mailed progress reports for every three-week marking period.
Quarterly conferences also provide the opportunity for parents to meet teachers face to face; however,
academy instructors and administrators are always
willing to make appointments for other in-person
meetings or telephone conference times. We take
our responsibilities seriously when parents entrust
us with their children. We are dedicated to their success and know that when we help our cadets reach
their academic, college, and life goals, then we all
share in those successes.
Because of the challenges of our military structure
and the rigors of our academics, the cadet who completes his/her secondary education at MMA is not
only ready for success in college but also prepared
for success in life. That’s why each fall, at MMA’s
homecoming celebration, the alumni throng to see
former teachers and classmates. That’s why those
alumni, those business and military leaders, say,“I had
to come. Massanutten changed my life.”
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Boarding Schools: Advice From
a Parent Who Has Been There

EDUCATION

By Celeste Brooks
Director of Public Relations
Randolph-Macon Academy

E

ach year, the public relations office at RandolphMacon Academy (R-MA) sends a note asking
for parents to submit testimonials for use in
publications or on the web site. As a result, I’ve grown
used to hearing wonderful things about R-MA. But the
letter we received this past summer was an unexpected
delight.
Although the letter is three pages long, it is a must-read
for parents hesitating over whether to “send” their child
to a boarding school. Kathy Heer, whose son Michael
graduated from Randolph-Macon Academy this past June,
wrote the entire story of their experience — beginning
with the first niggling thoughts about military boarding
school, through the actual decision-making process and
the first tumultuous year, and ending with Michael’s triumphant graduation.
Like most of R-MA’s cadets, Michael was an excellent
student through elementary school. However, the middle school years hit him hard, and as he tried to fit in, his
grades fell. By his freshman year, his parents had tried
tutors, medication and even nagging. Nothing succeeded
in motivating Michael to renew his interest in academics.
The Heers visited R-MA casually, driving through one
weekend and stopping in at an open house later. To
their surprise, the students there weren’t military robots,
but seemed like pretty normal teenagers. Almost just for
kicks, Michael applied to R-MA, and when he was accepted, they found themselves plagued by questions:
“Could we afford it? Would Michael see it as being
punished or “sent away” for his shortcomings? Would he
feel we loved his younger sister more than him? Could
we bear to have our 14-year-old son live away from us?
Were we abdicating our role as parents? All these things
tumbled around in our minds over and over.”
If this sounds like your family, take note of a few things.
Michael’s parents never used boarding school as a threat.
As I was reading Kathy’s letter, it was evident that she
and her husband joked about it with Michael at first, and
later presented it as a “grand adventure,” which is what
boarding school is. It is a grand adventure in independence and opportunities.The other thing to remember is
that Michael was involved completely, from the first time
the idea crossed their minds, to looking at the web site,
to campus visits, to the final decision.
Regardless of the boarding school you choose, Kathy
Heer, a parent who has been there, has given you the
formula to help make the experience a success for your
child.
To read Kathy Heers’ letter in its entirety, visit www.rma.edu.
www.seenmagazine.us							
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DiscoverThe
Darrow Difference
75 Years of Hands-On Learning

Darrow School, an independent, coed, boarding and day
school for grades 9-12, offers a comprehensive collegepreparatory curriculum that supports intellectual curiosity,
individual creativity, and the power of hands-on learning.
• Average class size: 10 students
• 365-acre mountainside campus located on the site
of the historic Mt. Lebanon Shaker Village
• National Association of Independent Schools
“Leading Edge Honoree” for curriculum innovation
• 5:1 student-to-teacher ratio
• Attentive, involved faculty
• Excellent college placement record
110 Darrow Rd., New Lebanon, NY
Admission Office, 518.794.6000
admissions@darrowschool.org | www.darrowschool.org

“BLUE RIDGE SCHOOL HELPED
GET OUR SON INTO COLLEGE
AND LEFT US WITH SOMETHING
TO HELP PAY FOR IT.”
1909 – 2009
Both
finding
and paying for
the right college prep school
are
difficult.
These are your
com m it ments
to your son’s
future and we’re
here to help. Blue Ridge has
created, with funding from
one of America’s most generous families, a program of assisting middle-income families cope with the expense of a
boarding school education.

Now
there’s
help where you
might
have
thought there
was no help. If
you are looking
for a structured,
responsive and
engaging boys’
boarding school – and one
that you can afford – call us at
434.992.0502 or visit the web
at BlueRidgeSchool.com.
We think this is an opportunity you cannot afford to
pass up.

St. George, Virginia

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR MIDDLE INCOME TUITION AID

Open Houses 2008 | March 8 | April 26 | 11:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m.
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For over 119 Years,

St. John’s Military School
has been in the business of turning the
young men of today into tomorrow’s leader
- Currently enrolling for
school year (grades 7-12)
- Student/Teacher Ratio of 10:1
- College Preparatory Program
- Episcopal Church Affiliation
- JROTC Honor Unit with Distinction
- Scholarships and Financial Aid Available
For more information, call TOLL FREE 866.704.5294

St. John’s Military School
Where success has many faces

P.O. Box 5020 Salina, KS 67402-5020

785.823.7231

WWW.SJMS.ORG
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The Advantages

EDUCATION

By Melanie Anderson
Steering Committee Chair
Southeastern Association of Boarding Schools

T

LEARNING DIFFERENTLY
demands TEACHING DIFFERENTLY

Thrive...

Learn...

Live...

OJAI VALLEY SCHOOL

Become.

Eagle Hill School is a co-educational college preparatory
boarding school for students in grades 8-12 with LD/ADD.
Individualized programming focuses on academic, social and
personal growth. Five week summer program available for
boys and girls ages 10-18.

242 Old Petersham Road • Hardwick, MA 01037
Phone: 413-477-6000 • Fax: 413-477-6837
www.ehs1.org • admission@ehs1.org
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EAGLE HI LL SCHOOL

he decisions families give for choosing a private
school are as varied as the schools there are to
choose from. There are college prep schools,
military schools, single sex schools, parochial schools,
special emphasis schools and many more. The decision to
send your child to a boarding school can be even more
difficult, and can be compounded by the wide variety
of choices available all over the country. There are many
myths about boarding schools, most of them perpetuated
by Hollywood movies. Attendance at a boarding school
is definitely not for every student; however, the right
choice in a boarding school can provide your child with
unique benefits: learning to make correct choices and to
take responsibility for oneself, being in an environment
where trying something new is encouraged, developing
leadership skills and character, establishing lifelong
friendships, and participation in incredible relationships
with faculty that do not end at 3 p.m.
According to a study commissioned by The Association
of Boarding Schools (TABS), 60 percent of survey respondents “applied to boarding school primarily because of
the opportunity for better education.”
The member schools of the Southeastern Association
of Boarding Schools are dedicated to providing this type
of quality boarding school experiences to their students.
The advantages of boarding schools in the south are
many:
• Excellent climate
• Proximity to cultural and travel centers
• Individual emphasis on each student while maintaining a “community” atmosphere
• High quality educational programs.
Each school has its own unique environment and campus climate, which will appeal to individual students and
their families. However, there are several characteristics

Ojai Valley School is contained in the motto
"Integer Vitae" -meaning wholeness of life, symmetry
of life, soundness of life, and, therefore, poise and
strength of life.
Ojai Valley School students are exposed to a well
balanced program, both academic and social, with
consistent standards set for each discipline and activity.
Ojai Valley School Graduates
will have the academic strength,
character, and self-confidence to
meet life's challenges.

www.ovs.org

Lower School: 805-646-1423
Upper School: 805-646-5593
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of a Boarding School Education
which will be typical of all boarding
schools.

Boarding School is Fun

Imagine living in a house or dormitory, at school, with your best
friends from a wide range of cultural
and ethnic backgrounds. Boarding
school students learn about different
traditions and celebrations from all
over the world, and develop friendships that can last a lifetime.

school can also help students prepare themselves for college, both in
the traditional academic sense and
also in the group living, social and
athletic arenas.

Boarding School Means Closer
Faculty Interaction

Boarding school students are exposed to faculty in many settings,
including the classroom, athletic
fields, extracurricular clubs and
activities, as advisors, and, in some
Boarding School Means a
cases, as dorm parents. These reDifferent Environment
lationships lend themselves to a
Boarding school students join a learning experience that is hard to
community which provides sup- find anywhere else. Boarding stuport, both academically and socially, dents are also exposed and take part
to strive to do their best. Boarding in the history and traditions of the
school students are challenged in individual schools, which creates a
many different areas and encour- common bond among the students
aged to take risks and try new things. that will last a lifetime.
With every challenge that presents
itself, boarding school students learn Boarding School is Affordable
Many families believe that a primore about themselves. Boarding

www.seenmagazine.us							

SEEN just ads.indd 117

vate boarding school education is
too expensive and beyond their
reach. However, it is actually more
affordable than you may think. It is
important to recognize the value of a
private education; boarding schools
offer their students benefits and
opportunities not found in public
schools or even other private day institutions. Families are eligible to apply for financial aid and merit-based
scholarships. It is important to note,
however, that applying for admission
and applying for financial aid are two
separate processes and admission is
not based on financial need.
The process of choosing a boarding school can be a fun and rewarding experience for the entire family.
While it can be difficult having your
child spend the school year away
from home, the advantages and opportunities afforded him or her will
see
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By George M. Bright, MD

Attention Deficit
Hyperactivity
Disorder Today

EDUCATION

cent of children will respond
positively to psychostimulants.
ttention Deficit Hyperac
While these medications are
tivity Disorder is a disorder
well tolerated, common side
affecting three to five percent
effects may include: decreased
of all school-aged children.
appetite, weight loss, insomnia,
There are significant misconcep
headache, abdominal pain and
tions that this is only a childhood
emotional lability.
disorder. Actually, it is estimated
A serotonin norepinephrine
that up to 65 percent of children
reuptake inhibitor (SNRI) was
with ADHD still exhibit symptoms
FDA approved for the treat
into adulthood.
ment for ADHD in November
The hallmark of symptoms of
2003. Norepinephrine has been
inattention, hyperactivity and im
thought to regulate brain func
been involved in three or more
pulsivity seen in children may di
tions, including attention, alertness,
car crashes
minish during late adolescence and
vigilance and executive functions.
•
Seventy-eight percent more like
young adulthood, namely hyperac
Common side effects of this nonly to be addicted to tobacco
tivity.
stimulant include:
• Forty-seven percent more likely
The prevalence of adult ADHD is
Children and Adolescent
to have received more than on
estimated to be 4.4 percent in the
• Upset stomach
speeding ticket in a 12 month
U.S. adult population, thus approxi
• Decreased appetite
period
mately nine million adults.This makes
• Nausea and vomiting
• Four times more likely to have
ADHD the second most common
• Dizziness
contracted a sexually transmit
psychiatric disorder in adults. Major
• Tiredness
ted disease
depressive disorder ranks first.
• Mood swings
• Two times more likely to rarely
The exact course of ADHD is un
Adults
or never use birth control
known. It is highly inheritable as seen
• Constipation
• Nearly two times more likely to
in studies of familiar trends, adapta
• Dry mouth
have been divorced
tion and molecular genetics. Segre
• Nausea
• Two times more likely to have
gation analysis supports the genetic
• Decreased appetite
been arrested
component of ADHD. In families, if a
• Dizziness
• Forty-seven percent more likely
child is diagnosed with the disorder,
• Sleep problems
to have problems paying bills
his or her siblings and parents have
• Sexual side effects
• Two times more likely to have
increased risks of the disorder.
• Problems urinating
problems maintaining friend
There is no single objective test
• Menstrual cramps
ships
to determine if someone has ADHD.
Clinical studies are also conducted
• Three times more likely to be
Comprehensive evaluations are con
in the areas of ADHD, addiction and
currently unemployed
ducted which can include reviewing
sleep problems (insomnia). A recent
These
issues often become life
school and medical records as well
study just completed examined the
as evaluating the duration, pervasive long issues affecting the socioeco abused potential of immediate re
ness and severity of the symptoms in nomic, emotional and vocational ar lease stimulants versus the extendedeas.
a clinical interview.
release stimulants. The interim study
Depending on the persons needs,
The problems with controlling
of 335 respondents in the survey re
behavior and attention are thought there are a number of therapies avail ported a 4-5:1 misuse/abuse of short
to be dysfunction in frontosubcorti able to help with the management acting compared to long acting stim
cal pathways, as shown in neuropsy of ADHD. This may include parent ulants. This interim report suggests
chological, nueroimaging and neu training skills, social skills training, that long acting stimulants have the
support groups, psychotherapy and
rotransmittal studies.
relative benefit of ensuring appro
Environmental factors such as cognitive-behavioral therapy.
priate stimulant use and decreased
Medication management with
maternal smoking, complications at
stimulant misuse/diversion.
delivery in newborns and marital psychostimulants remains the first
The Adolescent Health Center in
discord may be factors in the onset line of choice and among the most Richmond, Virginia offers services
successful treatments for individu
of ADHD.
for sexual, home and medication
The potential consequences of als with ADHD. Psychostimulants are management of ADHD in children,
untreated adolescent and young thought to affect two neurotrans adolescents and adults. An impor
adult ADHD individuals compared mitters in the brain, dopamine and tant part of the services is a thera
to peers without the disorder have norespinephrine, to control atten
tion, impulses and self-regulation
shown to be:
see ADHD page 124
• Two times more likely to have of behavior. Approximately 20 per

A

www.seenmagazine.us							

SEEN just ads.indd 119

SouthEast Education Network v SPRING 2008

119

2/13/08 5:35:58 PM

EDUCATION

The Success of Individualized Therapy
By Dr. Patrick Queenan

Purpose of Study

Most students who attend The
Glenholme School, a center of the
Devereux Foundation, have had
years of traditional therapy with limited success. A good percentage of
these students demonstrate a level
of disruptive behavior and social
skill deficits.They often lack positive

skills that permits social acceptance.
Glenholme clinicians address this
by frequently modeling skills and by
having students observe an identified peer take direction from the clinician to model and role-play. Using
this approach, the student will often
learn to perform these skills one-onone with a preferred adult, yet fail
to apply the skill in other contexts.
Thus, when faced with environmen-

tal triggers (e.g. peer provocation,
socialization opportunities, and task
demands) that typically led to problematic behavior, the student often
is unable to apply the newly learned
skills.
“Individualized therapy” focuses
on helping students develop and
utilize new skills, initially, practiced
one-on-one within an office setting.
The student is then coached by the
clinician to use these skills
in their own environment
and then joins the child in
the identified setting and is
able to prompt them in the
real-life setting. The next
step would then involve
what is known as “bug-inear” technology that provides the least intrusive and
most realistic intervention.

The Individualized
Therapy Model

We know people who once thought college wasn’t an option
for them. In fact, we see them daily, because we’re the people
who are making sure college is an option. We’re CLE—College
Living Experience — and not only do we make college
possible by offering an unparalleled network of academic
support, we teach independence. Our students go to college
while learning to live on their own. They’re making the grade
and a home at the same time. CLE. College made possible.

Our students.

Our students are those for whom success, career and independence are possible. Their challenges include: Learning
Disabilities • ADD/ADHD • Psychosocial-Maturational issues • Aspergers • Nonverbal Learning Disorder

t

Ask about CLE locations across the country • Call us at 800.486.5058 or visit cleinc.net.

Individual Sessions (Teaching): Clinicians meet with
students in one-on-one sessions to develop treatment
plan goals and objectives,
establish rapport, discuss
personal issues that may
be causing discomfort or
distress, and to begin skill
instruction. During these
sessions, the student and clinician identify the situations
where the student is most
likely to have difficulty, and
the consequences that may
be maintaining that behavior. The student and clinician also determine alternative responses to these situations which will meet the
student’s needs. Through
the processes of problemsolving and role-playing
with their clinician, the student will identify and begin
to practice more adaptive
coping skills.
In-Vivo (“real life”) Ses-
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sions (Coaching): In order for students live wireless video cameras are used
to begin learning and generalizing to observe and listen to students inthe skills that have been identified teracting in real-life situations while
in individual sessions to the settings the student is equipped with an earwhere they are most needed, clini- bud connected to a walkie-talkie.
cians observe and interact with the The clinician observes from a restudent in their own environment. mote location and prompts and verWhile in the student’s environment, bally reinforces the student through
clinicians predict for the student the the walkie-talkie for utilization of
emergence of socialization opportu- their targeted replacement behavnities or environmental triggers for iors when exposed to a trigger.
the problematic behavior, and cue
the student to utilize the skills that How this Model Differs from
have been identified in individual Other Approaches
A more common approach mainsessions. Following the student’s socialization attempt or utilization of tains a heavy emphasis on cognitive
a coping skill, the clinician provides instruction, modeling, and role-play
constructive feedback regarding the of scripted scenarios and skills, all
student’s performance, including of which has been ineffective with
discussion of both successes and fur- the students at Glenholme. Glenholme’s approach places a far stronger
ther learning opportunities.
All In-Vivo feedback and coaching emphasis on cueing and reinforceis provided in as discreet a manner ment of skills in the student’s natural
as possible. Thus, while interacting environment. It also provides for inwithin the student’s environment, the-moment modifications, through
the clinician coaches or provides video and audio technology.
feedback on performance in such a
manner as to not be overheard by Evaluating the Approach
SEEN ad 1.07:Layout 1 12/13/2007 10:52During
AM Page
1
In-Vivo/Coaching
sessions,
the student’s peer group. Ultimately,

clinicians keep counts of the frequency of targeted behaviors on a
tracking form.The behaviors tracked
were:
• Problem Behaviors — behaviors
that the skills being coached are
designed to replace
• Cued Replacement Behaviors —
behaviors following a visual or
verbal prompt by the clinician
• Uncued Replacement Behaviors — behaviors displayed by
the student without a visual or
verbal prompt provided by the
clinician

Results

Students receiving In-Vivo sessions
have demonstrated reductions in the
frequency of targeted problematic
behavior. Students receiving In-Vivo
sessions have also demonstrated
increases in utilization of targeted
functional replacement as measured
by the display of uncued replacement behaviors, and progressively
less reliance on prompts or cues in
see

INDIVIDUALIZED

page
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The Glenholme School

A Devereux Center

A therapeutic boarding environment for young people with special needs.

Asperger’s • ADHD • Emotional, Behavioral and Learning Difficulties
The School
• Accredited by the New England
Assn. of Schools and Colleges
• Private, Coeducational
• Rural, 110 Acre Campus
• 100+ Children and Adolescents
• Therapeutic Milieu

Behavior Milieu
• Social and Expressive Skills
Development
• Character Building,Values
Education
• Motivational Management
Treatment

Education
• Life Skills and Career
Exploration
• Small Group and Individual
Instruction
Boarding Life
• Activity Engagement
• Arts Integration
• Equestrian Program
• Athletics

81 Sabbaday Lane, Washington, Connecticut 06793 860.868.7377

www.theglenholmeschool.org
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Enhance your child’s

FORMANce

per

In the classroom • On the field • In the community

...with an education at one of the nation’s leading schools
for students who face learning challenges.
THE FORMAN SCHOOL IS A

CO-EDUCATIONAL COLLEGE
PREPARATORY BOARDING AND
DAY SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS

WITH LEARNING DIFFERENCES.
12 Norfolk Road • P.O. Box 80 • Litchfield, Connecticut 06759 •
(860) 567-8712 • www.formanschool.org

Getting Beyond the Label:
The Real Ingredients for Success
By Helen Waldron, M.Ed.
Dean of Academic Affairs
The Forman School

L

earning differently, like thinking differently, should
be viewed as a positive attribute.The students who
possess such minds typically look at problems from
a different perspective and frequently offer solutions
that individuals with no “learning disability” might not
consider. Unfortunately, students who learn differently,
and their families, are often burdened by labels that
are they are given and this exacerbates the challenges
they face in school. The learning difference becomes an
obstacle in educational environments where teachers are
not flexible in their approach or do not have the latitude
to employ a variety of techniques in the classroom.
If educators considered learning differences as a variation on learning instead of a disability in learning, there
would likely be more pro-active problem solving in designing strategies that respond to the needs of the student. By labeling the child with disability language, the
teacher minimizes, or even disregards, the student’s true
see
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This summer, give your child the

Landmark Advantage.
for students with language-based learning disabilities

June 30 - August 8, 2008
High School
Grades 8-12

Elementary
& Middle School
Grades 1-7

Academic Skill Development on Boston's North Shore
Small Classes • Daily One-to-One Tutorials
Outdoor and Hands-On Activities
Adventure Ropes • Marine Science • Musical Theater
Sea Kayaking • Woodworking • Small Engine Repair

Landmark School

Prides Crossing, MA 01965 • 978.236.3000 • www.landmarkschool.org
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Camphill Special School: A Case History
By Guy Alma
Camphill Special School

and his classroom teacher incorporated games into his school lessons
When Paul (not his real name) to encourage motor planning and
arrived at Camphill Special School, kinesthetic skills. Speech therapists
teased out his exa stack of therapy repressive ability.
ports
accompanied
Most of the reports (on Paul)
Paul learned to
him. A cheerful 11 year
assumed his condition was
throw
and catch
old, Paul was epileptic,
degenerative and none
a
ball.
He
learned
with motor and versuggested any hope for
to
sit
on
a
horse.
bal apraxia and severe
substantial improvement.
He
began
to
eat
ataxia, suffered from
independently
seizures, and had such
poor control of his legs that he could with a fork and picked up a glass
barely walk and frequently fell over. of water alone for the first time. He
His speech was slurred and he stut- started walking up stairs instead of
tered, making him painfully shy. Most crawling and short strolls turned
of the reports assumed his condition into mile long walks on country
was degenerative and none suggest- roads. Not content to merely sit on a
ed any hope for substantial improve- horse, Paul learned to ride. His gross
motor skills improved so much that,
ment.
Paul began walking with his house with helmet and kneepads, he could
parents three times a day, occupation- use a wheelbarrow and pitchfork to
al and physical therapists worked di- muck out the barn.
As Paul began to express himrectly with him, as did the horseback
self
without embarrassment over
riding and eurhythmy therapists,
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his slurred speech, he made more
friends. His pride in his achievements was clear when he pointed his
thumb at his chest after leading the
big draft horse in from the pasture,
exclaiming “Me!” He had developed
the most important ability of all: he
was a contributing member of the
Camphill Special School community.
Paul left us several years ago and
now lives in an adult life sharing
community. He visits us regularly
and continues making progress. Reports can be wrong.
Guy Alma, his wife Ani, and their two sons,
share their home with nine Camphill Special School students with intellectual and
developmental disabilities. Camphill Special School is a member of the Association of Waldorf Schools of North America
and is recognized as an Approved Private
School by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. For more information, visit www.
camphillspecialschool.org or call 610-4699236.
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Where today’s struggles
become tomorrow’s strengths
If you are aware of the destructive patterns of a
drug abuse teen or a deant teen...
If your child is having problems at school or home...
If your troubled teen is having behavioral or emotional
difculty...
If you are a parent needing help with your troubled
teen, please take action now!

Liahona Academy works with troubled teen boys, ages 12-17, that are
experiencing the following:
• Problems at Home
• ADD/ADHD
• Depression

• Academic Problems
• Substance Abuse
• Threating Suicide

• Deance
• Behavioral or
Emotional Issues

P.O. Box 790310 Virgin, UT 84779
1-877-650-4357 • Fax: 435-635-0920
www.liahonaacademy.com

Catch the Spirit
of the Mountain
• Over 600 acres of fields and woodlands
• Strong athletic program with 32 teams and 14 sports
• Expansive Community Service program
supporting our motto of “life through service”
• Over 100 students taking private music lessons

Individualized Therapy
continued from page

121

order to display these behaviors as measured by the display of cued replacement behaviors. Most importantly,
students receiving In-Vivo sessions are achieving more
of their treatment plan goals as measured by the percentage of students rated as making “excellent progress” on
their treatment plan.

Discussion

While social skills can be taught in a structured oneon-one or group setting, it has been noted that many students do not generalize the skills outside of these sessions. In-Vivo sessions have allowed the clinicians to assist students in progressing towards meeting their goals
at a faster rate than they would without this service,
and to simultaneously focus on the generalization of the
newly learned skills. Clinicians work with the student in
the student’s environment, thus naturally addressing the
triggers for problematic behavior that are often missed
during traditional therapy sessions. This leads to greater
satisfaction as the student is able to progress further in
meeting their goals then they would without this service.
Various approaches are utilized with the students during In-Vivo sessions. These are determined by assessing
what the student responds to best.
The clinician reviews the progress that the student is
making and assesses the ability to generalize the skill to
the home setting. During family sessions and/or in-home
consultations, the clinician reviews the technique with
the parents and teaches them how to apply it with their
student. This has been an effective approach which encourages parent participation in the treatment process.
The In-Vivo approach used at Glenholme has proven,
positive results.The students respond to and benefit from
this therapy which provides long term results. Results
manifest themselves in the real world, rather than in a
therapeutic setting alone.
Dr. Patrick Queenan is a Clinical Psychologist who directs the behavioral milieu treatment at the Devereux Glenholme School in
Washington, Connecticut.

ADHD Today
continued from page

• Rigorous and broad academic curriculum
• Average class size of 12 students
• Student faculty ratio of 4:1
“Indian Mountain School is about
out the
• School-wide cutting-edge
formation of character. It is not just about
Apple technology
what and how we teach our students,
dents, it is
what we teach our students to become.”
Indian Mountain School • 211 Indian Mo
Mountain Rd. • Lakeville, CT 06039
A Co-Ed independent school for boys and girls
Pre-K - 9th • Boarding 6th - 9th • 860-435-0871 • www.indianmountain.org
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peutic 21-day outdoor program for 12-13 year olds and
19-28 year olds — Blackwater Outdoor Experiences —
for youth and young adults from throughout the United
States. The Adolescent Health Center is pleased to assist
concerned parents and adults with ADHD with a self-assessment form to help with personal concerns regarding
the suspected diagnosis of ADHD.
For more information e-mail AHC@brightadolescent.com, visit
www.brightadolescent.com or call 804-794-8900.
www.seenmagazine.us
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1-866-729-4479

Bringing Sons Home.

www.capstonetreatmentcenter.com
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21st Century Manufacturing
continued from page

PUTTING THE PIECES
TOGETHER...

109

number of clear trends are under way.
“The research we did indicated that we are not losing manufacturing, as many people believe — we are
reinventing it. And that transition is what the institute
will serve,” Gould adds.
In the newly emerging manufacturing model, he
says, there will be fewer employees in the typical
production operation. But they will be more highly
skilled than in the past. That will require more advanced training and also more factory automation.
Because of the increased automation, the cost of
future start-ups will be higher, the group concluded.
And bigger capital investment requirements will, in
turn, create higher expectations for investors. Schedules will be more sensitive as investors wait for products to reach the market. For that reason, there will be
less margin for error or setbacks, as often occur when
product redesigns send engineers back for prototype
changes.
The factories themselves will be smaller in the future, Gould adds. They will operate leaner, with more
efficient production lines and logistics systems.
“In the end,” Gould notes, “the outcome will be
economic development. As we help people around
us launch manufacturing, manufacturers will flourish, which generates economic growth across our region.”
Business Images of Florence, SC 2008, Volume 2, “A New Era
in Manufacturing” copyright(c) 2008 by Journal Communications, Inc. Reprinted by permission of Journal Communications, Inc.

Boarding Schools
continued from page

Quilts have been emblematic of women’s lives for years. At
Bromley Brook, these beautiful works of art are symbolic of
the lives of the students we serve. Our girls come to us “in
pieces”, the component parts of their lives have been torn
and fragmented. Through the work they do here with the
therapists, teachers and community coaches, the pattern of
their lives re-emerge whole and stronger at the joins.

A well supported college prep curriculum
with a strong therapeutic program.

To Learn More Call 802-362-9966
Visit www.BromleyBrook.com
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usually far outweigh your concerns. It is always
advisable to research the schools in which you
are interested and visit as many as you possibly
can. Each January, the Southeastern Association
of Boarding Schools holds an annual school fair
in Atlanta, GA, in which its member schools are
available to speak with prospective students and
parents. This is a wonderful opportunity for families to start their research on southern boarding
schools and to speak to representatives from the
many options available in this area of the country.
For more information, visit the Southeastern Association
of Boarding Schools website at www.sabs.org.
www.seenmagazine.us
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Changing the Mindset
continued from page

122

potential.
According to a 1995 Roper Starch
poll on Measuring Progress on
Public and Parental Understanding of Learning Disabilities, almost
two-thirds (65 percent) of the public continue to confuse learning differences with emotional problems
and mental retardation.
Gordon Sherman, former director of the Harvard Dyslexia Research Laboratory and CEO of the
Newgrange School in Princeton,
New Jersey, uses the term cerebrodiversity to account for variations in learning which he believes
provides an adaptive advantage for
all species.“Learning differences are
not disabilities,” explains Dr. Sherman, “It is one’s learning environment that makes those differences
problematic.”
Dr. Mel Levine, a recognized
leader in the study of development
and learning and a founder of the
All Kinds of Minds Institute, has

created a table of eight neuro-developmental constructs to specifically
describe learning variations. Some
students are strong in certain areas
but not in others and no student is
equally capable in all. By determining each student’s unique approach
to learning and encouraging those
particular strengths and affinities, a
student’s academic satisfaction and
intellectual achievement improve.As
Dr. Levine maintains “All students are
likely to thrive intellectually within
an educational environment that can
understand, value and nurture their
preferred learning pathways.”
The research and findings by
both Dr. Sherman and Dr. Levine are
grounded in what we know about
the brain and how such knowledge
applies to academic settings. Shifting
from a disability framework to a paradigm that highlights how students
learn, holds great promise for broadening student success.The challenge
lies in helping teachers change their
mindsets, not always an easy proposition. But progress is being made

and change is occurring.
Teachers who look at learning differences from a more informed basis tend to encourage and develop
more flexible and student-friendly
learning environments. Such environments do not sacrifice intellectual rigor. Standards remain high and
students are both strongly supported and challenged. Students may be
assessed in a variety of formats with
more stress on performance tasks
rather than on test taking.These educational settings are not teacher-centered with a focus on memorization
and process, but rather student-centered with an emphasis on creativity
and student affinity. In the learnercentered classroom, where labels do
not determine destiny, students are
provided opportunities to learn, to
grow, to reflect — and ultimately, to
succeed in life.
For more information call the Forman School, 800 567 8712 or visit www.
formanschool.org.

Falcon Ridge Ranch
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When Horse and Girl Meet ... The Magic begins
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Beyond Internet Access:

Polices Must Prepare Students for the Innovation Economy

S

o many of the statistics one
sees about education nowadays
are quite sobering. The 2007
National Assessment for Education
Progress, for example, found that
math achievement has slowed since
2002, while reading achievement
has stalled altogether. The 2006
National Geographic-Roper Survey
of Geographic Literacy found that
“half of young Americans can’t find
New York on a map.”
But there is one area in education
where educators and politicians often point to the numbers with pride:
the growth of Internet access in our
nation’s schools.
By 2003, nearly 100 percent of U. S.
public schools had access to the Internet, with 95 percent of that being

broadband connections, according
to the National Center for Education
Statistics. When one thinks about
where our public schools were just
10 years ago, these figures are truly
remarkable.
But before we pat ourselves on the
back too vigorously, we need to ask
ourselves more questions. Although
virtually every school is connected
to the Internet in this, the 21st century, our policies about student use
of computers and the Internet are
stuck in another era. It’s time to reexamine them.

Not Taking Full Advantage

Broadband access is one thing —
what we do with it is quite another.
Today, being truly “wired” means
more than simply having access to
infrastructure, hardware, and soft-
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ware. It also means having access to
the latest digital tools — those that
define the Web 2.0 world — to create, produce, collaborate and participate in shared learning and citizenship in local-to-global contexts. The
mastery of these Web 2.0 tools—the
tools of innovation—is key.
Our schools are behind the curve.
More than six in 10 districts (62 percent) have rules against participating
in bulletin boards or blogs; six in 10
(60 percent) also prohibit sending
and receiving e-mail in schools.
More than eight in 10 districts
have rules against online chatting
(84 percent) and instant messaging
(81 percent) in school.
More than half of all districts (52
percent) specifically prohibit any use
of social networking sites in school.
t

By Emily Vickery

www.seenmagazine.us
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(Source: National School Boards Association. Creating & Connecting//Research and Guidelines on Online Social — and Educational — Networking)
And how many schools are encouraging their students to use more advanced tools — things like interacting with others globally? There are no readily available
figures. But you can bet your bottom dollar that most
do not.

Some teenagers

just need
a second chance
to grow up.

Why It’s Important

Critical thinking and problem solving, communication
and self-direction have always been essentials in education. But today, these skills take on added importance in
combination with technology as our work is developed
and delivered digitally — from memos to X-rays.
To paraphrase Daniel Pink, we have witnessed in
today’s economy that anything that can be automated
will be. And, anything that
can be outsourced will be.
As Arizona Gov. Janet Napolitano said, “United States
economic growth in the
21st century will be driven
by our nation’s ability to innovate.”
Our students must be
prepared, not for routine, out-sourced work, but for jobs
that do not yet exist — jobs that require creativity using Web 2.0 tools as well as future technology advancements — in an innovation-driven economy.

Digital natives
operate seamlessly
in the digital world
of work, play,
and learning.

T

he Family Foundation School is all about
second chances. A second chance at a topnotch education … to excel in sports, music, the
arts … to learn honesty, unselfishness and love …
and to get the kind of daily therapeutic counseling
that deals in depth with issues like defiance, poor
performance in school, mood disorders, anger,
social anxiety, grief, adoption, compulsive eating —
as well as alcohol and drug abuse.

Many of Our Kids Are Already There

The good news is that students are ready to use the
new tools. Indeed, many of them already are.
Author and consultant Marc Prensky coined the
phrase digital native — those who have grown-up in
and navigated through a technology-saturated world.According to Prensky, the digital native has spent 10,000
hours on phones, watched 20,000 hours of TV and sent
250,000 emails and instant messages. That’s the typical
middle-class kid today.
Digital natives use the digital tools of Web 2.0. These
tools expand learning opportunities for students to author and share their user-created media worldwide via
the Internet, using podcasts, videos, stories, photos, slideshows, and music.
Social networks, such as MySpace, are also popular with digital natives. According to a National School
Boards Association study, Creating & Connecting, 59 percent of socially networked students report that they talk
about education-related topics, from college planning,
careers, and schoolwork to religion and politics.
Digital natives operate seamlessly in the digital world
of work, play, and learning.
However, not all children, of course, have access to
computers or the latest digital tools in their homes. The
see

BEYOND page 142

Our program, fully integrated with the 12 Steps,
is continually changing and evolving, and has never
been more vibrant, compassionate or effective
than it is today.
To see what a second chance
can do for a troubled teen,
call Jeff Brain, Director
of Admissions, and
schedule a tour.

431 Chapel Road
Hancock, New York 13783
Phone 845-887-5213, x499

www.thefamilyschool.com
A private, New York State registered boarding school, accredited by the Middle States Association
of Colleges and Schools. Member: National Association of Therapeutic Schools and Programs.

www.seenmagazine.us							

SEEN just ads.indd 129

"UILDING #HARACTER #HANGING ,IVES

SouthEast Education Network v SPRING 2008

129

2/13/08 12:57:25 PM

EDUCATION
AUTISM AND ASPERGER’S PROGRAM

Teaching the Autistic Child

A

By Jill Hirsch

To transform a child at risk, into a child of promise
Camelot has a visionary approach to helping extraordinary children achieve
their full potential. Our programs serve a broad spectrum of children with
Autism Spectrum Disorder, Prader Willie, Cerebral Palsy, developmental
disabilities and other special needs, helping them gain the academic mastery,
social, communication and life skills they need to succeed.
Camelot’s specialized curriculum focuses on maximizing independent
functioning in home, school, and vocational and community settings. The
autism program includes hippotherapy, music therapy, and intensive
occupational therapy with sensory breaks, speech/language therapy, social
skills training, prevocational and vocational instruction and a functional
academic curriculum.

t

For more information about Camelot please
call 512-858-9900 or visit camelotforkids.org

utism is a communicative disorder that
affects all parts of the brain. Remembering
that fact can remind us to continue to
develop new ways to program,
educate and communicate with
our students. An example of a
modified approach is how we
use the TEACCH (Treatment and
Education of Autistic and related
Communication-handic apped
Children) program in one of our
classes. Our students have used the
TEACCH program for one year and
two months.The students have had
the consistency of the program Jill Hirsch
and education with the materials
presented to the maximum ability.
It was the general feeling that a modified TEACCH
program be used for these students. The room was
de-centerized, creating personal spaces that used the
picture identification schedules, but the work was
brought from a centralized location to the student’s
area to be completed with the assistant and teacher.
This classroom of students needed some disrup-

2007 RESIDENTIAL FACILITY OF THE YEAR
FOR OUTSTANDING SERVICE

Families in Crisis
Don’t Have to Wait
Pinnacle Pointe offers
Acute, Residential and
Outpatient services
and free, confidential
assessment and referral services 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week.
Pinnacle Pointe Behavioral Healthcare System is the
largest provider of behavioral health services for children
and adolescents in Arkansas.
Career opportunities for licensed professionals.
Where to go for help
Little Rock, AR • 800-880-3322
www.pinnaclepointehospital.com
Private insurance, Tricare, Arkansas Medicaid and private pay
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I don’t feel that any student will fail if
parents and educators are caring and
attentive to the needs of a child.
tion to their education.They needed
to feel the new change and receive
assistance with adjusting to the type
of classroom setting. As we have had
experience with this, we all know
that change is difficult, but most difficult to those with autism. The staff
had put a lot of time and effort into
creating the TEACCH classroom and
needed to devote the time and energy into creating a space that was
more like a traditional classroom.
The students had a big adjustment,
but with a team effort, they have
been successful with the assistance
given by the staff.
These are just a few of the things
viewed in my teaching and administrative experience. We learn something new everyday from a colleague

or student that will be dear to us for
years to come. Each student has so
much to learn and to give. We take
cues from those students and give it
our all to make sure they become the
person that they can be. Families and
educators need to work together to
form a solid foundation for the learning to take place. I don’t feel that any
student will fail if parents and educators are caring and attentive to the
needs of a child.
As the prevalence of autism is now
one in every 150 children born will
be diagnosed with ASD, we need to
remember this important fact. Early
intervention is the best way to treat
these students as well as any student
with a disability. Take pride in the
work you do with these students

www.seenmagazine.us							
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and make every experience count.
The TEACCH Autism Program is from a
Division of the UNC Department of Psychiatry. For more information visit www.
teacch.com.
Jill HR Hirsch, M.S.Ed began teaching with
Camelot in 2000. She taught middle school
and intermediate level students for four
years. In 2004, she worked as an Educational Coordinator at our Naperville facility and moved to Principal of our DeKalb
facility in 2005. In 2006, Ms. Hirsch began
our new facility in Hoffman Estates as the
Principal. Currently, her position is the
Director of Autism and Staff Education for
Camelot. Ms. Hirsch lives in Plainfield, Illinois with her husband and two children,
ages three years and four months.
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Effective Internet Use
By Nancy Willard, M.S., J.D.
Center for Safe and Responsible
Use of the Internet

S

tudent use of Web 2.0 technologies is expanding.
Social networking technologies provide incredible
opportunities for interactive education activities
— and a host of risk and management concerns. Web
1.0 was largely one-directional Internet use — web as
an information source. In the Web 2.0 environment the
emphasis is on participation. All users can easily post
information online and interact with others. Web 2.0 is
also highly mobile — shifting from desk-top computers
to personal digital devices.
So, let’s get my bias out right up front. I believe that
social networking technologies offer incredibly exciting
opportunities for interactive, engaging, high quality education. Further, knowing how to effectively participate
in this environment is essential for careers, personal life
activities and civic engagement in the 21st Century. But I
also recognize that there are difficult issues related to the
management of these new technologies in school.

Internet Fear-Mongering

t

Why is there such fear currently associated with Internet use and the use of social networking technologies? I
think there are a number of reasons:
Social networking is allowing more people to engage
in publication and communication with potentially vast
distribution — thus challenging the power of authority
to control such information dissemination. Centuries ago,
the Crown and the Church were highly concerned about
the invention of the printing press. With good reason —
this invention led to democracy and reformation.
Young people are “digital natives.” They have grown
up with these technologies and have “no fear.” Anyone
over the age of 25 is a “digital immigrant.” Most of us are
not, and never will be (except for a minority of techies
out there) as comfortable with these technologies as the
digital natives. Never in the history of our planet have we
had a situation where the entirety of the younger generation is growing up in an environment that is totally
different than the environment of the adults responsible
for their care.
But these digital natives are also still growing up.Their
brains are still undergoing development — particularly
the frontal lobe, which is the portion of the brain that
supports effective and ethical decision-making. So these
young people are cruising down the Information Superhighway with their foot on the accelerator, but without
sufficient braking power — while we adults are still having problems figuring out how to work the ignition.
Lastly, we are living in a culture of fear. Listen to the
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Management in the Web 2.0 Cyberworld

presidential candidates try to outdo guidance they are provided. Of even havior, and even engaging in illegal
each other in expressing the things greater concern, they may avoid tell- behavior online — just as they do in
we all should be afraid of — terror- ing an adult if they have gotten into the Real World. So, just as in the Real
ists, immigrants, mortgage compa- a difficult situation online, due to World, we need to protect younger
nies. Unfortunately, there is far too their concern that the fearful adult children because they cannot be
much inappropriate, factuexpected to have sufally unsupported fear-monunderstanding
So these young people are cruising down the ficient
gering about Internet risks.
or effective decisionThe major concern about
Information Superhighway with their foot on
making skills to protect
the current Internet fearBut as they
the accelerator, but without sufficient braking themselves.
mongering is that it is intergrow we need to help
fering with the important
power — while we adults are still having prob- them gain the knowlconversations adults must
edge, skills and underlems figuring out how to work the ignition.
have with young people
standing to make safe
about the true risks online
and responsible choices
and effective protection
in the online environstrategies. Young people know that will overreact, not know what to do, ment. Further, knowing that some
adults do not understand these new do something that will make matters young people are likely to intentiontechnologies as well as they do.They worse,or cut off their access.
ally engage in risky or irresponsible
perceive that these fear-based stateYes, young people face some risks behavior, we must implement more
ments are grounded in the fact that associated with Internet use — just comprehensive risk prevention iniadults fear what they do not under- as they do in the Real World. And tiatives to seek to address the constand. As a result, they are less likely some young people are making missee EFFECTIVE page 134
to pay attention to any effective takes, engaging in irresponsible be-

Quality & Affordability

• affordable college
preparatory program
• music, arts and drama
• sports and extracurriculars
• growing local shuttle system
• ﬁnancial aid opportunities

Tallulah Falls School
offers small classes with an
abundance of individual
attention. Our beautiful
500-acre northeast
Georgia campus offers
a tremendous variety of
recreational activities.
Schedule a personal tour
today!

Family First Academy
A Traditional Co-Ed Boarding Academy For Grades 8-12

Family First Academy is a truly unique learning environment. We offer a college
preparatory education in a traditional boarding school setting that is fully
integrated with a wide range of athletic, leadership and recreational programs.
Our ultra-modern, safe, 120 acre co-ed campus features a combination of
academic and athletic facilities that rival those of most college campuses.

Family First Academy Offers:
s  YEARS OF PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE WORKING WITH STUDENTS
s !FlLIATED NON DENOMINATIONAL ACCREDITED #HRISTIAN SCHOOL
s #OLLEGE PREPARATORY CURRICULUM FOR GRADES  
s ! STRUCTURED NURTURING ENVIRONMENT
s !CADEMIC SUPPORT AND TUTORING PROGRAMS
s -ENTORING AND LEADERSHIP PROGRAMS
s 3PORTS TRAINING AND lTNESS PROGRAMS
s #OMPETITIVE AND RECREATIONAL
athletic programs

Call Lisa Noonan in Admissions at 814.860.9660 or
for more information on our upcoming Open Houses.

Compare our boarding and day
tuitions with those of our competitors.
You’ll see that Tallulah Falls School
offers a tremendous value in a
comprehensive college preparatory
education. We offer outstanding
ﬁnancial aid options as well.

Boarding program grades 7-12
Day program grades 6-12

Ofﬁce of Admissions
(706) 754-0400

www.tallulahfalls.org

owned by the Georgia Federation of Women’s Clubs

Tallulah Falls School is an equal opportunity institution and admits students of any race, color, and national or ethnic origin.
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Effective Internet Use
continued from page

133

cerns faced by these “at risk” youth.

Basic Web 2.0 Safe and Responsible
Internet Use Strategies

It is my perspective that there are
four key strategies necessary to address the concerns of the risks young
people face online. These strategies
are grounded in basic effective approaches to parenting.

Vulnerable and At Risk Youth

Vulnerable and at risk youth are
at greater risk online. Adults who are
involved with higher risk youth are
likely in the best position to detect
and respond to concerns. They must
receive professional development
about youth risk online issues.

Bystander Strategy

For younger children, adults must
be responsible for ensuring safety by
limiting access to approved sites and
controlled communications.

Because young people are participating in online environments where
there frequently are not adults present, we need to develop effective
teen “bystander strategies” to encourage competent teens to provide
assistance to their peers and report
online concerns to adults.

Tweens and Teens

Cyber-Secure Schools

Younger Children

Tweens and teens must know
what the risks are, how to avoid
risky situations, how to detect if
they are at risk and how to respond
effectively, including when to ask for
help.They also need to know how to
make good choices.

The key components of a schoolbased strategy to address these issues include the following:
Coordinated Planning
The school staff who know the
most about Internet technologies

and who young people are using the
Internet in and out of school are the
technology staff and the librarians.
The school staff who know the most
about youth risk are the safe school
personnel — especially counselors
and school resource officers. Planning to ensure effective Internet use
management and to address youth
risk online must involve both groups
of staff members.
Further, ongoing assessment and
modification of these efforts is critically important. This includes periodic needs assessment, an analysis
of all reported areas of concern, and
modification of approaches.
Educational Use
In many schools, there is far too
much “Internet recess” occurring —
use of the Internet for surfing, gabbing, shopping, and gaming. When
students are using the Internet, their
activities should have an educational

His Education.. .

see

EFFECTIVE page 136
For 120 years
educating your
son has been
our mission

. . Our Mission
“A Benedictine Education for the Leaders of Tomorrow”
Subiaco Academy • College Preparatory School • Grades 9-12
A beautiful and safe environment in Western Arkansas.

Teacher:Student = 1:9
Music and Fine Arts
100% College Placement

Average Class Size = 12
Championship Sports
High Value/Cost Ratio

www.subi.org 1-800-364-7824 admissions@subi.org
Subiaco Academy admits students of any religion,
race, color, national and ethnic origin.
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No Child Left Behind and Parental School Choice
By Darrell Allison
President
Parents for Educational Freedom
in North Carolina

R

ecently in North Carolina,
a number of articles have
been written about the
reauthorization of No Child Left
Behind, ranging from the heavyhandedness of the legislation to the
inadequacies of its mandated testing.
One article in particular highlighted
how, under the current legislation,
most students and families have
not taken advantage of a provision
allowing students to transfer from
under-performing schools.
Specifically, this article indicated
that fewer than three out of every
100 students in the Triangle (Raleigh-Durham-Chapel Hill) who are
eligible to transfer fail to do so. The
article points to a number of reasons why students remain in failing
schools, such as geography, distance
in districts and student socialization.
Obviously, the way the law manifests itself from a practical standpoint
might not yield its desired effect.
Some parents actually might want
to change schools, but are precluded
from doing so because of geography,
or because there may not be enough
schools in their district from which
to realistically choose.
A reasonable solution might be to
expand the law so that parents have

options for more schools. Or, taking
it a step further, what if, through tuition tax credits for public and private school scholarships, parents
had options to send their children
to either public or private schools?
Under this paradigm, would parents
still fail to move their children from
schools that are deemed sub-par?
Some critics of reauthorization
seem to think so. After all, when
given the opportunity through No
Child Left Behind, parents by and
large have kept their children in underperforming schools. The reasons
mentioned above notwithstanding,
school choice opponents are eager
to turn this into an indictment of
school choice in general.
Some resist the idea of parental
school choice because of a false perception that such programs are a
threat to public education. However,
according to a spring 2007 report
from the Richmond Federal Reserve
Bank,“[n]ever in the modern history
of the public education system in
the United States have parents had
more options about where to send
their kids to school…almost every
state, major school district and large
city has some sort of school choice
program or is considering one.”
In Pennsylvania, for instance, corporate tuition tax credits are used
for both private and public school
scholarship programs. Currently
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over 33,000 children participate in
the program to attend the school
of their choice. And it’s worth noting that, as Pennsylvania’s program
continues to grow, the public school
system is alive and well, benefitting
from additional funding.
In addition, critics have articulated a fear not only that school choice
may fail to engender improvement,
but that it may have other unintentional consequences, such as “white
flight” from schools with high minority populations.
There is little evidence to suggest
that school choice resegregrates
schools. On the contrary, the United
States Department of Education has
stated explicitly that “private school
students are more likely to be in racially mixed classes than are public
school students.”
In fact, cities with long-standing
school choice programs such as Milwaukee and Cleveland have seen a
marked increase in school integration. Education researcher Dr. Forster points to the fact that increased
integration occurs when some children opt out of currently segregated
public schools, which reflect “the
segregation that arises from housing
patterns.”
Moreover, Dr. Forster found that
private schools participating in Milsee
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Effective Internet Use Helps Keep Students ‘On-Task’

North Carolina’s Leading
Provider of K-12 Information

Educational resources.
Critical new policy research.
Late-breaking news.
It’s all online at www.nceducationalliance.org, the
Alliance’s informative, insightful website. Whether
you’re an educator, parent, or citizen activist, our
site will provide you with
the facts you need to make
a difference.
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it can’t be seen and report.
Following any incident or
discovery, there must be a
responsible assessment of
culpability.
Inappropriate
Blocking
In many schools, the
filter is blocking access
to perfectly appropriate
material. Library media
staff should have primary
authority for decisions related to categories to be
blocked. They are the district’s most highly trained
professionals on issues related to the appropriateness of materials for students.
Selected staff in every
school building must have
the authority and ability to
quickly override the filter
to provide access to other
staff or students to sites
that have been inappropriately blocked or prompt
override services must be
provided by district technical staff. Districts should
create special access to
sites related to youth
health and well-being, including sex education and
sexual orientation sites.
The ability to immediately
override the filter is exceptionally important for all
safe school personnel.
Internet Safety and
Responsible Use
Education
Schools should provide
effective Web 2.0 Internet
safety and responsible use
education to students and
parents, as well as all staff
members. Unfortunately,
there is currently a lack of
effective Web 2.0 Internet
safety curriculum.
A coordinated approach
to provide this information

through appropriate classes is necessary. Currently,
librarians and educational
technology staff address
these concerns. For many
of the issues, health educators or counselors are likely the more appropriate
staff members to provide
the instruction. It is best
if such instruction is integrated into the curriculum,
as appropriate.
Schools are an important conduit for information to parents.This can be
provided through parent
workshops, information
in school newsletters,“just
in time” materials in office
and counselor’s room, and
making some of the new
Web 2.0 Internet safety
books available in the
school library.
All school staff should
have a good awareness of
youth risk online issues.
Many young people are
reticent to tell adults anything about Internet concerns for fear that adults
will overreact and make
matters worse. Students
“connect” with different
teachers. If they are in a difficult situation online, they
may choose to confide in
a teacher. But they will not
be direct in discussing a
concern. All teachers must
be sensitive to student
who initiates conversation
about the Internet that
provides a “glimmer of suggestion” of a problem and
have sufficient insight and
awareness to calmly guide
a discussion.

Questions for School Staff

The following are some
questions that school staff
can discuss to assess and
t
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pectation that staff will
supervise Internet use by
purpose — class assign- students. Staff should periments, extra credit work, odically and randomly reand perhaps some high quest to see student histoquality enrichment activi- ry files as they are walking
ties as a reward.The better throughout the lab. There
prepared teachers are to should be expanded use of
lead students in high qual- technical monitoring tools,
ity exciting Internet-based such as real time remote
learning activities, the access monitoring tools in
more likely students will computer labs or even inbe on-task. When students telligent content analysis
are “on-task,” problems dis- monitoring.
sipate.
Accidental Access
Supervision and
to Porn
Monitoring
No technology tool is
Reliance on filtering infallible! Students or staff
must shift to better super- may accidentally access
vision and monitoring. It pornography.
is necessary to create the
ALL students and staff
conditions where there is must know that if inapproa high potential that mis- priate material appears,
use will be detected and they should quickly turn
lead to a consequence. off the monitor or turn it so
There must be a clear excontinued from page
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improve the manner in
which they are addressing
these issues in their building:
1. Are your safe school
staff and those with expertise in educational technology working together to
address youth risk online
issues?
2. Do students and staff
at your school effectively
focus on appropriate educational uses of the Internet?
3. If “Internet recess” is
occurring, what are the
circumstances that are
contributing to this and
how can this concern be
addressed?
4. How well prepared
are your teachers to effectively provide high quality
instruction using the Internet? (In appropriate subject areas.)
5. What additional resources — professional
development, technical —
are necessary to improve
Internet-related
instruction?
6. How effective are
the supervision and monitoring strategies at your
school?
7. Have you installed
technical monitoring systems in all computer labs?
8. Are there concerns
that need to be addressed
related to student Internet
use when substitutes are
in the classroom?
9. How effectively is the
filtering system working?
10. Are students able to
bypass the filter?
11. Is the filter blocking
sites that have appropriate
educational uses?
12. Is it possible to quickly override the filter to access sites necessary for instructional purposes?
13. Do all safe school
personnel have the ability
and authority to immedi-

ately override the filter to
investigate material posted
online by students that
might impact school safety
or student well-being?
14. How effectively is
your school providing Internet safety and responsible use instruction to
students? To parents? To
teachers
15. What specific Internet risk concerns are impacting your school community (eg. cyberbullying,
online gangs, risky sexual,
addiction, plagiarism) and
what initiatives are necessary to address these concerns?
16. Is the district Internet use policy up-to-date?
17. What other Internet
use issues does your school
need to address?
Nancy E. Willard, Director of the
Center for Safe and Responsible
Internet Use (http://csriu.org)
has degrees in special education
and law. She taught “at risk”
children, practiced computer
law, and was an educational
technology consultant before
focusing her professional attention on issues of youth risk online and effective Internet use
management in schools. Willard
frequently conducts workshops
for educators. She is the author
of two books: Cyberbullying and
Cyberthreats: Responding to the
Challenge of Online Social Aggression, Threats, and Distress
(Research Press) and Cyber-Safe
Kids, Cyber-Savvy Teens: Helping
Young People Use the Internet
Safely and Responsibly (JosseyBass).

IT’S ALL GOLDEN

AT McDONALD’S

“I like the people contact in my business – with
my customers as well as my crew. I can make
somebody’s day with some conversation and a
cup of coffee. Owning a McDonald’s restaurant
isn’t easy, but it’s fun, challenging and
rewarding – it’s everything I need.”
Tish Johnson

McDonald's Owner/Operator, Florence, SC

Teacher Play Day
Savannah
Memphis
Palm Beach
Nashville
Richmond
Raleigh
Charlotte
Birmingham

Additional resources to support
professional development, parent education, and student education will be coming available
through the CSRUI site. You can
e-mail to nwillard@csriu.org.
(© 2007 Nancy Willard Permission
to reproduce and distribute for nonprofit, educational purposes is granted. September 2007)

Orlando
Jacksonville

Where Friends Have Fun!
www.SouthernShows.com
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How is Cognition Assessed?
By Gail Harris-Schmidt
Ph.D., CCC-SLP
Saint Xavier University
Chicago, Illinois

• Nutritious meals and snacks provided
• Enrollment fee waived with this ad
Now with over
• Age 6 weeks to 12 years old
150 Schools of
• Before & after school care
Excellence in
with transportation
the Southeast
• State Licensed
Southeast Locations
• P/T care available
• Computers for children
Alabama
• Summer Camp programs
Florida
• Experienced and caring staff
Georgia
• Pickup and delivery to area
elementary schools
North Carolina
• Transportation on buses with
South Carolina
phones and seatbelts
Tennessee
• Formula, baby food and wipes provided
• Able to cater to out-of-school time for
Virginia
public, private year-round schools.

Providing Public
Pre-K
in FL, GA & NC

A fleet of safety-equipped school buses provides worry-free
transportation for Childcare Network students

Please visit website below for school locations

t

www.childcarenetwork.net

C

ognition is often assessed with an individual
intelligence (IQ) test.School or clinical psychologists
usually administer these measures. Various tests
may be used, and scores may vary depending upon the
measure chosen.
The Bayley Scales are often used for infants and toddlers
from two months to two and one half years in age. The
parent usually stays in the room with the child, who plays
with objects and carries out various tasks (e.g.putting pegs
in holes, stacking blocks) while the examiner observes
and scores the responses. Testing infants and very young
children can be difficult, and early scores do not always
predict later performance very well. Still, infant tests can
give valuable information about the developmental levels
of very
young
children.
T h e
StanfordBinet Intelligence
Scale-4th
edition
is often
given after
age
two and
a half.The
StanfordBinet relies heavily on verbal items, with questions to the child regarding
vocabulary, same-different judgments, reasoning, and sentence completion. The Stanford-Binet also measures nonlanguage reasoning with tasks such as drawing, memory
for sequences of beads and numbers, and puzzles.
The most commonly used tests after age four and a half
are the Wechsler Scales. The Wechsler Preschool and Primary Scale of Intelligence-Revised (WPPSI-R) is designed
for children ages four. A test that has been recommended
as very appropriate and helpful for children with fragile X syndrome is the Kaufman Assessment Battery for
Children (Kaufman-ABC), which is designed for children
ages two and a half to 12 and a half. The Kaufman measures two types of information processing: simultaneous
processing (which is often a strength for children with
fragile X) and sequential processing (often a weakness).
Simultaneous processing items involve whole pictures
with parts missing, recognition of faces, and certain spatial memory tasks. Sequential processing involves placing
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Early intervention, occupational and speech therapy can help those with fragile X
information in a step-by step order,
such as words in sentences, number
series, or sequences of hand movements. Girls with fragile X syndrome
have the same patterns as boys on
this measure (that is, higher simultaneous processing scores than sequential), but their overall scores are
generally higher.
The Kaufman also offers an
achievement test (Kaufman Achievement Test), which measures learning

of vocabulary, reading, and arithmetic. Boys with fragile X syndrome
have been found to perform better on such achievement tests than
would be expected from their overall IQ scores, and particularly from
their sequential processing scores.
The Kaufman Achievement Test
measures more crystallized abilities
(accumulation of past knowledge),
with more familiar, concrete, and
contextual information, all of which

are helpful for children with fragile
X. Scores in vocabulary and reading are often higher than arithmetic
scores.
Other measures that have been
used with children who have fragile
X syndrome are non-verbal IQ tests,
originally designed for persons with
hearing impairments, such as the
Leiter or the Ravens Progressive Masee

FRAGILE X page 142

ENROLL NOW
for the UNCG 2008 Jason Loukides Wrestling Camps!

Spartan Team
Competition Camp
June 23-27

Takedown Camp

• NCAA Division I coaches
• Develop & improve your wrestling abilities
Spartan Training Camp • Team, Intensive & Technique Camps
• Air conditioned dorms & gyms
July 11-14
July 11-14

Contact Jason Loukides at 336-334-5050 or visit www.uncgspartans.com

“Last summer I discovered I’m
good at volleyball, skateboarding
and reading!”
Gow’s Summer Program is for boys and girls, ages 8-16, who
possess the potential to excel, despite academic difficulties, or
having been diagnosed with dyslexia
or specific learning differences.

• Morning Academics
• Afternoon Activities
• Weekend Trips
For more information,
call: 716 652-3450,
email: summer@gow.org
or visit: www.gow.org
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7 Ways to Make Summer Camp Affordable
By The American Camp Association

W

hile it’s hard to put a price
tag on their children’s learn
ing and growth, parents
certainly have their family budgets
to think about when considering
camp. The good news is that there
is a camp program to fit nearly every
budget.
With a little research, parents can
find ways they may not have thought
of to make camp affordable. Not only
can a parent look for camps within
a certain price range, they may also
reduce certain costs by asking some
key questions. Here are seven ways
to find the right camp at the right
price.

the camp enrollment fees.The camp
may not offer this option up front, so
parents do need to ask if assistance
is available. Although camperships
are usually awarded based on need,
parents should not
automatically
assume
that
their
income
level
doesn’t
qualify — they
should ask the
question! For this
kind of assistance,
it’s important to
keep in mind that
it’s vital to apply early.

Special Discounts

Check to see if the camp offers
special discounts. Camps offer disAt ACA’s family-dedicated Web counts for situations such as early
site, www.CampParents.org, families registration, full-season enrollment,
can use the Find A Camp database or multiple enrollments from one
to search for camps within their family.This is another case of making
price range. Using the database, they sure that families ask the question.
can identify camps according to a Parents may find that they’re entitled
number of variables, including cost. to a reduced rate!
The database also allows parents to
search by location, special needs, Refund Policy
special activities, length of session,
Be sure to find out the camp’s
and age, and they can search multi- refund policy. Refund policies vary
ple variables at one time.
greatly from camp to camp. Some will
Fees to attend camp vary, and par- give a total refund prior to a certain
ents may be surprised to learn that date, while others will refund in the
among ACA-Accredited® camps, fees case of illness only. Other camps do
can be as low as less than $100 per not offer refunds, so parents should
week for day camps.Among resident be certain of their chosen camp’s
camps, one out of every four camps policy before they enroll their child
has weekly fees between $100 and and send money. Most camps will
$300. If a parent is looking to esti- ask for a small nonrefundable deposmate costs, it’s helpful to know that it at the time of application, which
the median weekly fee for day camps may or may not go toward the cost
is $182, and for resident camps, the of camp fees.
median is $390 per week.

Research Camps According to Cost

Ask About Financial Assistance

Ask camps what financial assistance is available. Ninety percent
of camps offer some sort of financial assistance to families, usually in
the form of “camperships.” Camperships can cover a portion or all of

Tax Credit

Day camp can be
tax-free. The Internal Revenue Service
(IRS) allows an income tax credit of
dependent care expenses, which may apply to qualifying day camp expenses
as well. The amount of the credit is
based on adjusted gross income and
applies only to federal taxes. Parents
can visit the IRS’s Web site for more
information about the Child and Dependent Care Tax Credit.

Flexible Spending Account

A Dependent Care Flexible Spending Account allows parents to be
reimbursed on a pre-tax basis for
child care or adult dependent care
expenses that are necessary to allow
parents to work, look for work, or attend school full time while they are
caring for qualified dependents. In
certain circumstances, day camp expenses, including transportation by a
care provider, may be considered dependent care services. See the FSA
Feds Web site for more information.
With so many options to choose
from, and with careful planning, a
camp experience for virtually every
child is possible, no matter what a
family’s budget may be.

The American Camp Association® (ACA)
works to preserve, promote, and enhance
the camp experience for children and
Plan a Budget
In planning a budget for camp, adults. ACA-Accredited® camp programs
determine what’s included in the en- ensure that children are provided with a
rollment fee. Day camps will typical- diversity of educational and developmenly include transportation as part of tally challenging learning opportunities.
their fee. Resident camps may offer For more information, visit www.ACAlimited transportation, such as a van camps.org.
ride from a major local train station.
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Other fees to ask about are ones for
special programs and trips, special
equipment that is required, organization memberships, and amenities
such as laundry service
and the camp canteen.
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Whether it’s waking up next to dolphins, beluga whales,
tigers or feeding giraffe their breakfast, Sleepover campers
experience SeaWorld and Busch Gardens at night —
something very few can claim.
Create a strong group bond with your class or scout group as
you start a new year together or top off a great year. Show
them how much fun learning can be and give them an
experience they’ll remember forever.
Offered year-round for grades 3-12, a group Sleepover at SeaWorld
or Busch Gardens is a unique, standards based, up-close, encounter
with amazing animals and friends.

SWBG-AdventureCamps.com
1-866-GO-TO-CAMP
©2008 Busch Entertainment Corporation. All rights reserved.

SEEN just ads.indd 141

2/13/08 12:58:02 PM

Fragile X
continued from page
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trices.
There are a number of issues
that must be considered when
planning or evaluating IQ testing of individuals with fragile X.
Anxiety and attention deficits may
interfere with test performance.
Being tested by a stranger in a
strange locale may cause anxiety,
which interferes with performance. Direct questioning may be
difficult, due to poor impulse control. Calming activities and visual
cues (e.g. a list of what is to be
done, with a sticker for each one
accomplished) may help the child
through a lengthy testing session.
Attention deficits, language disorders, fine motor problems and
sensory motor integration prob-

lems may all cause depressed
scores. Such scores may not be
valid indicators of intelligence,
but more representative of the
multiple processing problems
that many individuals with fragile X have.
Adaptations of formal tests,
informal tests, and indirect questioning may provide more accurate results and helpful information. Authentic assessment measures, which use classroom materials, and portfolios of work may
do a better job of showcasing at
what level many individuals are
functioning.
Visit www.fragilex.org/html/assess1.
htm to access the web-link to this article.

Parental School Choice
continued from page

135

waukee school choice programs were 13 points less segregated than
Milwaukee public schools on the segregation index, which compares
the racial composition of schools to the racial composition of schoolage children in the greater metropolitan area. In Cleveland, similar private schools were 18 points less segregated.
In light of such well-documented research, it is quite a stretch to purport that school choice would lead to a resurgence of segregation. Even
so, there is a disturbing, underlying perception that largely minority
schools are doomed to a life of underperformance and cultural isolation.
Minority students, parents, and educators should resent the implication that schools with high minority populations do a poor job of
educating these students relative to schools with more racial diversity.
I personally have visited a number of predominantly minority, private
schools across this state — many of which were founded by former
public school educators — and I can attest to their success. Everyone
values diversity, but there is no perfect formula that yields scholastic
excellence.
Perhaps the national debate surrounding No Child Left Behind will
help us to open our minds and embrace some new, fresh concepts here
in North Carolina. If we do, we might be surprised at how well our
schools adapt to meet the needs of our children in the 21st century.
Parents for Educational Freedom in North Carolina (PEFNC) is a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit organization. For more information visit ww.pefnc.org.
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Beyond Internet Access
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sad truth is that socio-economic
disenfranchised youth have little
or no access to 21st century learning opportunities at home. Their
sole hope lies in the prospect
of what happens in their school,
their classroom.

Policy Development: Leadership
and Fearless Conversations

Student Internet safety remains
paramount. However, many individual educators are using innovative approaches in learning
— from global collaborations and
cell phone use in mobile learning
to the use of blogs and the rapid
adoption of online learning.
But these educators are the exceptions, not the rule. Most teachers work in school systems that
believe that providing access to
the Internet is the end of the journey, not simply the beginning.
Fearless conversations regarding technology policies must
begin if we are to fully open the
door to 21st Century learning opportunities.
Our nation is home to Silicon
Valley and some of the world’s
great technology innovators —
Microsoft, Apple, Amazon and
Google to name a few. Surely, we
as educators can figure out ways
to provide students with access
to Web 2.0 tools.
Emily Vickery is a teacher, consultant,
and writer with broad-based educational experience — from teaching
students in the classroom to consulting
for the U.S. State Department, U.S. Military, post-secondary, state departments
of education, policymakers, corporations, and nonprofits. Her experience
includes creating 21st century learning
environments from visioning to implementation.
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Albany GA CVB
Americus-Sumter County Tourism
Andersonville Guild
Auburn-Opelika Tourism
Bays Mountain Park
Beaufort Regional Chamber
Bennettsville Visitor’s Center
Berkeley Chamber of Commerce
Best Western Mt Lodge - Banner Elk
Blairsville-Union County Chamber
Broadway at the Beach
Brunswick/Golden Isles CVB
Burke County Travel & Tourism
Burlington Recreation & Parks Facility
Busch Gardens VA
Calhoun County Chamber
Carroll County Oﬃce of Tourism VA
Charlottesville CVB
Children’s Museum of SC
City of Selma
Cleveland-Bolivar County Tourism
Colbert County Tourism
Colonial Williamsburg
Columbus, GA CVB
Coweta County CVB
Cullman Area CVB
Cypress Gardens
Dan Nicholas Park
Disney YES
Duplin County TDA
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An Engineering Degree

Elizabeth City CVB
Elvis Presley Enterprises
Fitzgerald CVB
Florence CVB
Florence-Lauderdale Tourism
Fort Discovery
Greenwood Regional Tourism
Hard Rock Cafe GA, SC, TN
Hurricane Fleet
Jackson Zoo, The
Jeﬀerson County CVB
Kaminski House Museum
Kingsport CVB
Lafayette CVC
LaGrange-Troup County Chamber
Lee County Chamber
Linville Caverns
Lost Sea, The
Lynchburg Regional CVB
Macon County Chamber
Marlinton Motor Inn WV
Mayﬁeld Tourism Commission
McCreary County CVB, KY
Mississippi Museum of Natural Science
Museum of Aviation
Myrtle Beach Convention Center
National Civil War Museum
Natural Bridge Zoo
Natural History Museum
Newport News TDA

NC Renaissance Faire
Norfolk CVB
North Little Rock CVB
Onslow Tourism
Patrick Henry Inn VA
Philadelphia CVB
Pikeville-Pike County Tourism
Pine Mountain Group
Portsmouth CVB
Prestonsburg CVB
Prince Edward County Tourism
Ripley’s Williamsburg
Roanoke Island Festival Park
SC Cotton Museum
SC Law Enforcement Hall of Fame
SC State Parks & Recreation
Spartanburg CVB
Stanly County CVB
Sumter Tourism
Sylvian Heights Waterfowl Park
Tunica RiverPark
Upper Room, The
US Naval Academy
Valley Forge CVB
Vicksburg CVB
Virginia Living Museum
Winchester/Clark County Tourism
Wytheville Meeting Center
Yokum’s Vacationland
York County CVB
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40
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55
45
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58
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41

students experience the “real world”
of engineering through problem
As an educator, you can help stusolving, team building and weekly
dents uncover how engineering can
engineering challenges. Students
provide these benefits while erasing Assess
participating in such activities can
Prepare students academically for gain a better sense of engineering
many of the traditionally held stereotypes. JETS outlines a three-prong ap- their futures. Evaluating students’ and how it relates more easily to
proach: Explore, Assess and Experi- strengths and weaknesses in math, their own experiences.
science, and practical understanding
ence.
So, how many of your students
Using this approach, students will can help them make informed deci- know about the career opportunihave the necessary tools to discover sions when considering college or ties waiting for them in engineering?
engineering and how it can become university programs. It is also impor- Get them started down the right
tant for educators to show students path. Consider implementing an ena great career choice for them.
how academics combined with their gineering program, competition, acExplore
talents and interests can align to an tivity and career resources into your
Help students find their dream job. engineering discipline.
school this year.
Ask students about their interests
JETS has the programs and resources to
and what activities they enjoy. Pro- Experience
Get active and bring engineering help. Please visit www.ets.org for more invide them with related information
on what engineers do, the various to life for your students. Help your formation.
CONTINUED FROM PAGE
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industries in which they work, and
how engineers make a difference in
nearly every aspect of their lives.
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Education Choices • Security • Products & Services
4-H Youth Development
Air Force Reserve
Alert Now
Beacon College
BJU Press
Blue Ridge School
Bromley Brook School
California State University
Camden Military Academy
Camelot for Kids
Campbell University
Camp Cheerio
Camphill Special School
Cape Fear Community College
Capstone Treatment Center
Cardigan Mountain School
CBT Supply/Smart Desks
C.E. White Co., The
CH2M HILL
Child 1st Publications
Childcare Network
College Living Experience
Coosa Valley Technical College
Core Learning
Critical Thinking Co., The
Darrow School
Digital ID Solutions
DSX Access Systems
Eagle Hill School
Eckerd Academy

139
100
74
98
IFC
114
126
104
114
130
101
139
123
108
125
114
85
84
135
80
138
120
108
88
92
114
75
BC
116
130

EL Games
Epilog Laser
FableVision
Falcon Ridge Ranch
Family First Academy
Family Foundation School, The
Fat Brain Toys
Fisher Labs
Flexible Montisa
Florida Air Academy
Forman School, The
Fruitland Baptist Bible Institute
Glenholme School, The
GOWrite
Gow School, The
Gow School Summer Program, The
Hillside School
Indian Mountain School
Itchy’s Alphabet Program
James Sprunt Community College
Jax Games
JETS
JIST Publishing
Jones International University
Kennesaw State University
KleenSlate Concepts
Landmark College
Landmark School
Laxer, Long & Savage
LenSec Enterprise
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Liahona Academy
Limestone College
Linx Educational
Massanutten Military Academy
Math Steps
McDonald’s
MCS Software
Midway College
Missouri Military Academy
Moody Online
NC A&T State University
NC Education Alliance
NC Truck Driver Training School
National Educational Computing Conference
NetOp Tech
New Horizons For Young Women
New Mexico Military Institute
Ojai Valley School
One2One Mate
One on One Parenting
Patrick Henry Boys & Girls Plantation
Pinnacle Pointe Hospital
Pointless Products
Polaroid ID System
Prepared Response
Randolph-Macon Academy
Red Rock Canyon School
Rediker Software
Remuda Ranch
R.L. Bryan Printing
Robotics Academy
Southern Assoc. of Boarding Schools
San Marcos Treatment Center
Sea World Adventure Camps
SOS
South Kent School
Southeastern Inst. of Mfg. & Technology
Southern Shows
St. John’s Military School
Storm Ridge Ranch
Subiaco Academy
Tallulah Falls
TDC Screen Printing
TUI University
UNC-Greensboro
UNC-Pembroke
Video Insight
Virginia Tech Corps of Cadets
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Wilkes Community College
World’s Finest Chocolate
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The little things make the greatest memories, and in Norfolk, those special moments
are waiting around every corner. Request your Student Tour Planner today at
www.norfolkcvb.com!

1-800-368-3097

WWW.NORFOLKCVB.COM
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