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 By Rabbi Avraham Schefres

 

What do you want to do with your life?  Where do you want your 

life to take you?  How do you get there?  We learn from the 

gemorah that "Where men truly wish to go, there their feet will 

manage to take them" (Sukkah 53a).  What do we need to 

make it happen? 

 

The parsha of Vayakhel brings an astonishing story of what it 

takes to make things happen.  In building the Mishkan, 

Tabernacle, we find some unprecedented action initiated by 

Bnei Yisrael.  Imagine – these were slaves who may not have 

had the skills of a professional artisan, yet "Every man whose 

heart inspired him came, and everyone whose spirit motivated 

him brought………." (Shemot 35:21).  How amazing?  The Torah 

uses the words ‘inspired heart’ and ‘motivated spirit’ to 

describe enthusiasm that Bnei Yisrael exhibited in building the 

Mishkan which remained unequalled during the building of the 

First and Second Temples.  Not only that, but the amount of 

gifts that Bnei Yisrael brought forth was so great that it caused 

two things to happen that had never happened before and 

never happened since.  One is that the amount of material 

brought was enough or even too much for this project (ibid 

36:5) and the other was that the leader, Moshe, actually had to 

ask Bnei Yisrael to stop gifting (ibid 36:6). Not only were Bnei 

Yisrael inspired to learn the crafts needed and give their labor, 

but they enthusiastically gave what they had.  Not being 

properly trained in the arts and not having jobs to replenish 

their gifts was not an issue. They had a goal and were 

ambitious in reaching it. The fact that they may have been 

somewhat ill prepared in reaching it did not deter them.  The 

Mishkan was built quickly and it was done in good spirits. 

 

If we are to figure out what we want to do in our lives, we need 

to think about what inspires us and create a plan to accomplish 

it.  Many people know what they want to accomplish but have 

no ambition.  One of the most common goals people have is ‘to 

be rich’ (surprise, right?) but they fail to activate their ambition 

with a well-designed strategy. Inspiration and ambition will lead 

to research and a plan because ‘if you fail to plan, then you 

plan to fail.’  Mefarshim explain that all the baaley melacha, 

artisans, for the Mishkan were shown the master plan for the 

entire Mishkan even though their work involved only one piece. 

 

The reason is because they needed to have a picture of the 

entire plan so they could envision the final product while they 

were actively engaged in the process. It is the same for 

anything we want to do in our life. We must have a 

comprehensive plan and then attend to the details while having 

the grand goal in mind. 

 Ambition is an earnest desire for an achievement and the 

willingness to strive for its attainment.  We need not be 

obsessively ambitious about everything in life because that 

may not be psychologically healthy.  However, it is desired to 

have a few goals we can be ambitious about, some of which 

some may be short term – as was the Mishkan.  Do you want to 

further your schooling, get married, succeed at making a living, 

make sure that the kids are doing well, or start a new project 

on the ‘right foot?’  Then it is not enough to have the idea, 

dream it, and want it.  Trigger your inspiration, motivation, and 

ambition and create a plan of action. 

 

Elie Wiesel offers an insightful message about indifference and 

the importance of goal setting, “The opposite of love is not 

hate, it’s indifference. The opposite of art is not ugliness, it’s 

indifference. The opposite of faith is not heresy, it’s 

indifference. And the opposite of life is not death, it’s 

indifference.” If we are not ambitious about our goals then we 

are indifferent to them, which means that we will never 

accomplish them.  

 

Are you motivated and inspired to be ambitious about what you 

want in life?  Then create a plan and go to it.  See you in shul. 

   
 

 
 
 

Erev Shabbat Mar 4, 2016 / 24 Adar 1, 5776 
 

Candle Lighting……............…...4:41 pm to 5:34 pm 
Mincha………………………………………...5:40 pm 

 

Shabbat Day Mar 5, 2016 / 25 Adar 1, 5776 
 

Shacharit…………………………………….…9:00 am 
Kiddush…………………………………….…11:30 am 
Mincha………………….................................5:25 pm 
Havdalah / Shabbat Ends……......................6:36 pm 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Your Beverlywood Shul 

Parshat Vayakhel 

Shabbat Times 

24 – 30 Adar 1 5776   March 4 – 10, 2016 

This week is Parshat Shekalim 

We take out an additional Sefer 

Torah to read about the mitzvah of 

giving a half-shekel to be counted.  

The funds collected are used for the 

upkeep of Beit Hamikdash. 



 

For Adar - Wacky and Outdated Laws 
 

 In Fairbanks, Alaska, it's illegal to give a moose alcohol 

 Texas requires criminals to give their victims notice, 

oral or written, 24 hours in advance of the crime they're 

planning to commit and the nature of that crime 

 In Louisiana, you could go to jail for up to a year for 

making a false promise so be sure you mean it when 

you give your vows at your wedding 

 An Owensboro, Kentucky woman may not buy a hat 

without her husband's permission 

 Doughnut holes may not be sold in Lehigh, Nebraska. 

 New York residents may not greet one another by 

putting their thumb to their nose and wiggling their 

fingers 

 In Waynesboro, Virginia, it was once illegal for a woman 

to drive a car up Main Street unless her husband walks 

in front of the car waving a red flag 

 It is mandatory for a motorist with criminal intentions 

driving around the state of Washington to stop at city 

limits and telephone the local chief of police before 

entering town 

 Hunters were once expressly forbidden from going after 

camels -- in the state of Arizona 

 One-armed piano players who perform in Iowa must do 

so for free 

 A person must be over the age of 18 to use a pinball 

machine in the state of South Carolina 

 Beavers in Michigan could be fined up to $10,000 per 

day for building unlicensed dams, according to letters 

that the state once sent certain beavers in Grand 

Rapids 

 In Alabama, it's illegal to wear a funny fake mustache to 

church. 

 In New Hampshire, you may not tap your feet, nod your 

head or in any way keep time with the music played in a 

tavern, restaurant or café 

 Chicago forbids fishing while sitting on a giraffe's neck. 

 A person may be jailed in Fargo, North Dakota for 

wearing a hat while dancing or wearing a hat to an 

event where dancing is taking place 

 Skunks may not be carried into the state of Tennessee 

 No one may cross Minnesota state lines with a duck on 

top of their head 

 In Ohio, It's illegal to get a fish drunk. 

 Next door neighbors may not lend each other vacuum 

cleaners in Denver, Colorado 

 In California, it’s unlawful to let a dog pursue a bear or 

bobcat at any time 

 If an elephant is left tied to a parking meter in Florida, 

the parking fee must be paid just as if a car had parked 

there 

 Bingo games cannot last more than 5 hours in North 

Carolina 

 Chickens are not allowed to cross the road in Quitman, 

Georgia 

 Policemen are allowed to bite a dog in Paulding, Ohio, if 

they think it will calm the dog down 

 It’s against the law to sing off-key in North Carolina 

 In Rhode Island, you may not sell toothpaste and a 

toothbrush to the same customer on a Sunday 

 You are not allowed to eat fried chicken any other way 

than using your hands in Gainesville, Georgia 

 Red cars may not drive down Lake Street in 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 

 You may not take a picture in Wyoming of a rabbit from 

January to April without an official permit 

 You cannot buy meat of any kind on Sunday in 

Washington 

 It’s illegal to attend a public event or use public 

transport within 4 hours of eating an onions or garlic in 

Indiana 

 In Idaho, it’s illegal for a man to give his fiancé a box of 

candy that weighs more than 50 lbs 

 If you are found stealing soap in Arizona, you must 

wash yourself until the bar of soap has been completely 

used up 

 It is a misdemeanor to shoot at any kind of game from 

a moving vehicle in California, unless the target is a 

whale. 

 If you have a mustache in Eureka, Nevada, it’s illegal 

for you to kiss a woman 

 In Washington, you can be arrested or fined for 

harassing Bigfoot 

 No Eating Dead Frogs in California 

 It is illegal to wear a bullet proof vest while committing 

murder in NJ 

 Yellow Margarine is Illegal in Missourri 

 In Los Angeles, It is not legal to bathe two babies at the 

same time in the same tub 

 In Baltimore  Maryland, it is illegal to take a lion to the 

movies 

 In Carmel New York, A man cannot be seen in public 

while wearing a jacket and pants that do not match. 

 In New York, It is against the law to throw a ball at 

someone's head for fun 
 

Obscure Laws at Knesset Israel 

 It is obligatory to enjoy the Kiddush and say hello to new faces. 

 It is forbidden to criticize the Rabbi’s sermon. 

 Service animals are allowed in shul, but may not be given an Aliyah. 


