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 By Rabbi Avraham Schefres

 

In parashat Tetzaveh, Hashem charges Moshe with looking for 

skilled artisans and craftsmen to make the intricate Bigdei 

Kehunah, priestly vestments, for Aaron the Kohen Gadol, High 

Priest to wear - “And you shall speak to all the wise hearted, 

whom I have filled with the spirit of wisdom, and they shall 

make Aaron's garments to sanctify him, so he can serve me.” 

(Exodus 28:3).  Do these artisans and craftsmen already 

possess wisdom or are they relying on the wisdom given to 

them by Hashem?  In addition, it is widely understood that the 

word wisdom is synonymous with the mind and not the heart – 

if so, what does wise hearted mean? 

Many times we answer questions by bringing pesukim to 

support an answer.  However, our culture has maggidim, story 

tellers, who attempt to answer questions with a story or 

parable.  Each method has its advantages.  Let’s try to answer 

both questions with stories this time. 

The first question may be answered by the following story.  Rav 

Sholom Shwadron, the Magid of Jerusalem, of blessed memory, 

once told a story about the famed Dubno Magid, Rabbi Yaakov 

Kranz.  The Dubno Magid once spoke in a town and a few 

maskilim (members of the enlightenment movement) attended. 

After the talk one of the cynics, who was totally unaffected by 

the warm and inspiring message, approached the famed 

Magid. "The sages tell us," began the skeptic, "'that words from 

the heart, penetrate the heart.' Rabbi," he snickered, "I assume 

that you spoke from your heart. Your words, however, have had 

no impact on me whatsoever! How can that be? Why didn't your 

words penetrate my heart?"  Rabbi Kranz smiled. In his usual 

fashion, he began with a parable. "A simpleton once went by 

the workplace of a blacksmith, who was holding a large bellows. 

After a few squeezes, the flames of the smith's fire danced with 

a rage. The man, who always found it difficult to start a fire in 

his own fireplace, marveled at the contraption. He immediately 

went and purchased the amazing invention. Entering his home, 

he smugly announced, "I just discovered how to make a raging 

fire with the simple squeeze of a lever!"  He set a few logs in the 

cold fireplace and began to push the two ends of the bellows 

together. Nothing happened. The logs lay cold and lifeless. 

Embarrassed, the man returned to the blacksmith and 

explained his predicament. "I want a refund!" he shouted. This 

blower doesn't work!"  "You yokel," laughed the experienced 

blacksmith. "You were blowing on cold logs! You must start a 

small fire on your own! If you don't start with a spark, a fire will 

never erupt!"  The Magid turned toward the maskil and sadly 

shook his head sadly. "If there is no spark, the largest bellows 

will not make a fire." 

We can learn from this story that the artisans and craftsmen 

had wisdom of their own prior to receiving additional wisdom 

from Hashem.  It was their specific talent that earned them the 

honor of receiving more talent. 

  

The second question may 

be answered with another 

story. There is a beautiful 

story about the great Torah 

scholar, Rabbi Yehoshua 

Eizek Shapiro ZT”L, known 

as Reb Eizel “Cha rif” (“The 

Sharp One”) of Slonim 

(1801-1872): When his 

daughter was ready to get 

married, Reb Eizel sought 

out the top yeshiva student 

in the famed Yeshiva of Volozhin. 

He entered the study hall and announced: "I have a very 

difficult question on a passage in the Talmud. Whoever can 

supply the correct answer will win my daughter's hand in 

marriage." Soon a long line formed, and one by one the 

students tried to provide the answer. And one by one, Reb Eizel 

explained how their answers were incorrect. This went on for 

three days, but when no one came up with the correct answer, 

Reb Eizel had no choice but to pack his bags and leave. He had 

just reached the edge of the city, when he heard a voice 

shouting after him: “Rebbi! …the answer, the answer!” He 

turned around to see a young man running in his direction. Reb 

Eizel’s eyes lit up and he asked: “Do you have the answer to my 

question?” The student responded: “No, Rebbi … but I want to 

know the answer!” "Aha!" shouted Reb Eisel. "If you have such 

a desire to know the truth, then you will be my son-in-law!" 

The answer to the second question may be that wisdom is not 

only a function of the brain.  It may be the combination of mind 

and heart that produce complete wisdom.  Wise hearted seems 

to be better than wise headed because wisdom is comprised of 

both, thoughts and emotions. 

May we all be worthy of additional wisdom from Hashem 

through having some ‘heartsy’ wisdom of our own. 

 
 

 
Erev Shabbat Feb 19, 2016 / 10 Adar, 5776 
 

Candle Lighting……............…...4:32 pm to 5:22 pm 
Mincha………………………………………...5:30 pm 

 

Shabbat Day Feb 20, 2016 / 11 Adar, 5776 
 

Shacharit…………………………………….…9:00 am 
Kiddush…………………………………….…11:30 am 
Mincha………………….................................5:15 pm 
Havdalah / Shabbat Ends……......................6:24 pm 

 

 
 
Happy Birthday Carol Amsterdam!  (Feb 20)  
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